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to our subscribers
We hope you had a happy holiday season ­

ours was made much more enjoyable by the
increasing numbers of subscriptions - both new
and renewed . We now can say with some
assurance tbat we shall continue publishing for
some time to come. We bave set new goals for
1984 and will make an effort to offer a wider
variety of subjects. It there are topics you would
like to see covered , please notify us and we will
try to oblige.

Our . ped al eecuon this time covers con­
servation and the environment rather than
wildlife conservation as we had announced in the
November-December edition . This change was
necessitated by our realization that it was im­
possible to discuss wildlife conservation without
considering the environment as a whole. The
subject is an Important one that affects all of us
and will continue to affect succeeding
gene rations .

Our features section introd uces the first of a I
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series of item. on shipwrecks off Newfound­
land 's coasts. With our long history of ship­
wrecks we'r e sure you should find this in­
teresting. This time , too. we ask our younger
reade rs to write the conclusion to Maxwell the
Moose and we will award the best entry with a
book by a Newfoundland author . We discover
some unusual , exciting and innovative activities
at the School for the Deaf. Jean-Pierre Andrieux
recalls the rum -running days during Prohibition .
The coast guard describes the introduction of the
new LORAN-C system for our seafarers. And,
although squid were scarce last season , Ting Lai
suggests some novel ways for preparation of
what is fast becoming a delicacy.

Finally , we have your letters which we always
look forward to receiving . Please keep them
coming . Until next time .
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JOBS FOR THE '80s

THE CO-OPERATIVE OPTION

Across Europe, the United States and Canada. more and more workers
are discovering that they can create and sustain ongoing jobs for
themselves through co-operative action.

Residents of Newfoundland and Labrador will have an opportunity to
learn about this unique form of self-help enterprise this spring. when
the Newfoundland-Labrador Federation of Co-operatives and New­
foundland & Labrador Rural Development Council co-sponsor a major
conference in Gander.

WORKER -PRODUCER CO-OPERATIVE CONFERENCE '84
Theme: Employment: The Co-operative Option
April 27, 28, 29, 1984
Hotel Gander, Gander, Newfoundland

Attendance is open to any group or individual interested in in­
vestigating the potential of worker and producer co-operatives to let
people form their own community-controlled enterprises to create new
jobs , or save existing employment.

Pre-registration forms and information kits about this major national
conference are now available, and may be obtained by contacting:

Richard F. Hayes, Managing Director
Newfoundland-Labrador Federat ion of Co-operatives
P.O. Box 13369, Station A, The Co-operators Building
Crosbie Place, St. John's , NF ., A1B 4B7
Telephone: 726·9431.

Or:

Mr . Tony Collins
Newfoundland & Labrador Rural Development Council
P.O. Box 306, Gander, NF., A1V 1W7
Telephone: 256-8835



DECKS AWASH _ 3

special section
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conservation and the environment
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history
D escrtpuce of the natural Mslor)' of Newfound­

land and Labrador bu alwIYS been colored to •
certain extent by consideraOons of • political or
economic nature. These conslderaUons have often
presented the region " Inh.bit_uta in • less thaD Oat·
lering light. A. Patrick O'Flaherty chronicles in IliJ
book. The Rock Observed, the Isolation and the
ridernell character of the region found ample if often
conflicting expression in the writing. of uploruJ and
historians.

Tbe firat mention of Newfoundlaod .. as Gaspar Corte
Real's expedition of 1501that reponed an ".bundance
of mOlt lusciou. and varied fruits and trees and pine.
of such measurele.. height and girth. that they would
be too big ... mast for the largest sb1p that .ans the
sea ." TbiadescrlpUoD rna, weUhave Men aDaeeurete
one, but an It.lian bistoriao', account of Sebastian
Cabot's trips in 1508-1sbows bow fad and fancy were
mingled.

"Near the sbore are man)' tall trees, the leaves of
wblcb fall into the sea , aDd the cod come to feed on
them in shoall . Tbe bears , wblcb eat nothing but these
nsh, stand in ambush on the shore, and wben the)' Iff

the approach of the sboal. of these nsb , wbicb are very
large and sbaped Uke tunny, they rush into the sea ...
and striking their claw. under the scales, do not let
them go and try to pull them onshore; but the cod,
wbich are very strong, turn round and plunge into the
sea , so that, these two creature. being grappled
together, it is great .port to see now the one under the
water and now the other on top , .plashing the foam into
the air; and in the end the bear pulls the cod asbore and
eats him."

Apparently wUdWe was more abundant in the days
before settlement. On Humphrey Gilbert's voyage of
1583, the captain of the Golden Hind observed an
abundance of "beares, ounces or leopards ", wolves,
foxes , otters, beavers, marternes" and countless bird s.
Sir Humphrey him.elf in a letter dated 8 August 1583
commented : "Be of good cbeare, for if there were no
better expectation, it were a very rich demayne, the
country being very good and full of an sort. of vtetuau.

Mike Nolan (lett) of SAlmonler Une and sam Kelly of Bay
d 'Espoir in caribou country in the eany days of the
Avalon herd -IWildllle Division Photo) .
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Young herring gull

as fish both of the fresh water and sea-fi.h, deere,
pheasants, partridges, awannes. and diverse fowles
else."

For the next century aDd a balf most of the writing on
Newfoundland's wildlife WII by propagandists
promoting settlement and encouraging investment,
but wbat fadual accounts there were still referred to
the abundance of resource•. Asbte as 1720John MalOn
was telling bl. compatriots in Britain that he sa. "cod
so thicb by the shoare that we heardlie have been able
to row a boate through them,"

Some of the early explorers travelled without the aid
of maps or local knowledge and many of the present
attitudes about NeWfoundlanders as a bloodthir.t)'
people derive from the tactual accounts of
crolScountr)' journeys acro .. wilderness and virgin
territory. The Ust of animal.peciea killed and eaten b)'
George Cartwright and his crews is long and detailed
and in mao)' clles CartwrIa:ht did not bother retrieving
fatally wounded anima1J. Aa Patrick O'Flaherty points
out, "The Labrador penin.ula in the 17701was no place
to nurture a tender ecaseteeee. Cartwright had to be
rutblell to survive."

William Cormack records the lime kind of casual
disregard In hi. journal Nuntive 01. Journey Acro..
the W.nd of Ne"foundland in 1&22. This journal
described the unknown interior and the variet)' of
berrtee and bird. encountered in the journey. " It was
manifest 00 every hand that this WII the season of the
year when the earth offers her stores of production ;
laod berries were ripening, game bird. were fledging ,
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and busts wen emerging to prey upon each other.
Everything: animate or inanimate seemed to be our
own. We consumed unspariogly our re~ainlng

provisions, confident that henceforward, with our
personal powers ... the destruction of one cr~ature

would afford u. nouri.hment for the de.~c~on of
others." Hardly the thoughts of a conservationist, II
O'Flaberty remarks: "Consuming provisions quickly
in the belief that oature would supply plenty WII an
Impossibly romantic gesture to make on a rock In the
middle of Newfoundlaod." But such gestures would be
repeated for a century or more to come, helping to
reinforce the belief that residents had DO concern. for
wildlife unless It beeametoo searee to fill their larders.

Two very different view. of Labrador in the 1880s
were presented by. the bird artist and writer John
James Audubon in his 1833"Journal" and the explorer
and historian H.Y. Hind In his 1863 "Explorations in the
Interior of the Labrador Peninsula". Audubon spent
his time on the coast and remarked, "All·all is woo­
derfully erand, wild-aye, and terrific ... in every
fissure a Guillemot, a Cormorant, or some other wild
bird." Hind, on the other hand, spent 1861 in the ln­
terror and reflected, "Long and anxiously I looted
around in every direction to see if 1 could distinguish
any signs of animal life, but without succe ... No sound
was audible except the sighing of the wind. A marshy
lake lay at the foot of the bill ... but no waterfowl were
visible or even fish seen to rise, Not a bird, or butterfly,
or beetle appeared to inhabit this desolate wilderne ss."
This contrast between the coast and the Interior still
exists, although interior Labrador is lar from desolate
to the discerning eye.

Also In the IlIOOs we first notice the development of an
ambivalent attitude toward. Newfoundland's
inhabitants. The question of seals had already been
clouded in emotion by the writings of J .B. Jukes in his
1842 book Excursion in and About Newfoundlud
During tbe Years 1839and 1140, Philip 'rceque In 1178,
Newfoundland As It Wu and As It Is in "11, and Lad)"
Edith Blate In 1819, who expressed some very for­
thrigbt and not very complimentary view. of New­
foundlanders to her mid-Victorian audience in 18811.

These attitudes spilled over into the 20th century and
have never been dispelled. In Marsaret Duley's novel
Cold PUforal. she depleted her heroine as coming
from "people wbo bave lived generations in predatory
fight with nature". The same rougb view of eon­
eeevatton WISpresented in Harold Horwood's 1967Tbe
Foxes of Beachy Cove. In 1965, Franklin Russell was

Grey jay

Gannet in an unaccustomed position al Funk Island ­
(Photo courtesy 8111 Montevecchl).

more sympatbetlc In Tbe Secret Islands about the
Funks and the northeast eoast and in 1172. 10 WII
Cassie Brown in Deatb on the Ice. However, Farley
Mowat's progression from his 1968 Tbis Rod: Within
the Sea to his disillusioned 1972Wbale lor tbe Killinl
corresponded with the views of those who lived 00 the
mainland and in Europe. The myth of the eauoue
Newfoundlander had re-emerged In full force and
found expression in views of whaling and sulinS. Tbe
strong biblical tradition of resources placed on the
earth for man's use remained strong in the outporu of
Newfoundland and Labrador, but it teoded to bring
traditional values more and more into conflict with the
changing values of more affluent public opinion. This
conflict has created a spedal kind of conservation
ethic in Newfoundland combining resource preser­
vation and exploitation that is closer to the nature of
the province's inhabitants and tradition•.

The province's Wilderness and Ecologlul Reserve.
Ad has brougbt together the various part. of the
conservation ethic in one piece of leglalation that let
out the rationale for protecting the province's varied
and often unique babitata and natural history. It
provided a focus for concerned individuals who, until
then, bad been dealins with a bewUderins array of
agencies and departments. UntU It was PISSed in IIl80
there WISlittle protection for the nstural areas of the
province. What there was exiated in the two national
parks and many .maUer provindal parks, in .peeial
protection under YarioUi asendes for seabird sanc­
turtea and in the particular attention paid by in­
dividuals. 1.1
A~:;1edtl::i~n~~: Hank Delchmann, Bernard

tIa~~~nB~n~~~~e~::~i~~Y"~~~JA~'~eeJ1~~~
PiaU, Jobn PraU, Jane Smith, Carla Woodworth­
Lynn.
BibUol!'apbr
Conservation in Canada: A Conspectus, Ed. J.S. Maini
and A. Carlisle, Canadian Forestry Service,
Publication No. 1340,Ottawa, 1174.

One Small Step, Paul D. Holloway and Peter P.
Tbiesma,NC PressLlmi\ed, Toronto ,1177.

The Rocle Observed, Patrick O'Flaherty. University of
Toronto Prell,1979.
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people and conservation

Some of Newfoundland's great
conservation stories
"NeWfoundland's Wilder-

ness and Eeological Re­
serves Act is a model that the
rest of Canada would be wise to
follow." Dennis Minty, who rUDS
the Inform ation and Education
program in Newfoundland 's
Wildlife Division is quoting a
review er of ecological reserve
legislation but he has reason to
be proud of the contributions he
made in ensuring that the Aet
was passed in 1980.

Dennis has special reason to
be happy as be has just heard
that the five seabird sanctuaries
in the province bave received
special reserve status under the
Act. These are the seabird
colonies at Gannet Clusters off
the Labrador coast near Sand­
wicb Bay. the Hare Bay Islands
near St. Anthony. Funk Island ,
Cape St. Mary 's and Witless
Bay .

" There are several reasons
why this is Important." Dennis
tells us. "The main difference

Denn is Minty

between previous protection and
what they will get nowis that the
protection is guaranteed for
much longer . There is no longer
any danger of their special
status being removed overnight

or resource development going
ahead .. it did in the case of the
Bay d'Espoir hydro develop­
ment in the 'protected' Central
Wilderness Area. Another major
differenee is tbat marlne
components are included. Tbat's
important for management
purposes. Committees will be
set up and will have represen­
tatives from among local
fishermen. The third signC:icant
faetor is that Cape St. Mary's
jumps from 0.5 sq. km. to 13 sq.
km . and now takes in a 2-mlle
wide Itrip of land and coasWne
from Leara Cove to Golden Bay.
Now all the .eabird. nelUDg in
the area are protected within the
laneluary."

Dennis is also happy about the
successful eomeback of the
Avalon earibou berd .

"We've had problems with
poacbing in recent years ," be
layl, "but the herd bas main­
tained a healthy population
level. When you consider tbat

The range 01 the herd has recent ly expanded to the
ecutn . Now they can frequently be seen qui te close
liang the road between Peter 'S River and Trapassey.

::t
This Is one of the only placel In North America where
free-roaming cartcc u are 10 ecce..lble to the public . ­
(Photo courtesy Wildlife Dlvillon)



throughout the province is of
necessity fairly small. Many of
our people take on wildlife
education as an extra-currteular
activity and do it very well, but
it's difficult to keep up exposure
to the wildlife conservaUon
message. Nowthe impact of any
direct contact will be even
greater because it will be a
supplement to what children are
getting in school."

Another new venture that
Dennis is hoping to see in­
troduced into the school
curriculum is "Project Wild", a
co-operative venture between
environmental educators and a
number of resource agencies.
This new environmental and
conservation education
program emphasizes wildlife in
a series of activities designed
for use inside and outside the
classroom. Wildlife can be a
very effective means of
motivating students in
traditional subjects as well as
making them aware of the need
for responsible actions towards
wildlife and the environment.
The approach follows that of
Project Learning Tree which
focused on tbe forest en­
vironment in much the lame
way.

"We see this as a very im­
portant supplementary program
to existing subjects ," explains
Dennis . "Educational systems
are just too complex to bring in

was Harry Walters who was one
of the first directors of the
Wildlife Division. Just by
reading the annual reports )'ou
can get a sense of bow important
he felt conservation was. Tbere
have also been a number of very
influential biologists working
here. Tom Bergerud il con­
sidered one of the world's
foremost authorities on caribou,
and Doug Pimlott has become
one of the country's leading
wolf biologists. Both of them
started out here. And there have
been many others who have
helped the conservation cause
over the years ."

Many of Harry Walter's ideas
on wildlife education lately have
been incorporated into the
Wildlife Division's policies and
Dennis sees environmental
education as his most important
responsibility .

"We 're very glad to see a
Grade 12environmental science
course this year." he says.
"About 3000students are taking
it and you have to compliment
the Department of Education
and anumber of resource
agencies for getting it in. It's
true we'd lite to see something
earlier on in the curriculum
before attitudes become fairly
fixed but we consider it a very
big first step. It's an important
achievement in the conservation
story , especially since our
staff's contact with students

Gannet on Funk Island with young common murres - (Photo courtesy Dennis
Minty).

the herd was down to less than
100 animals before the Avalon
WUderness Area was set up
around 1963 and it's now up to
over 2000animals . that's really
tremendous. Where else in
North America can you find
free-roaming caribou 30 miles
from a major city and airport
supporting a viable hunt of 200
or so ''limals yearly ? There's
nowhere else where this is going
on. There may need to be some
adjustments to the boundaries of
th! Wilderness Area because the
present calving grounds are to
the west. but basically that herd
is thriving .to

Wl return to the topic of
wilderness areas within the Act.

"Tbe status of the Avalon
Wilderness Area is under review
at present," Dennis explains ,
"and for it to come under the
terms of the Act it will have to go
through a lengthy process of
public hearings. I would guess
that would be going on within a
year. We bave to proceed a little
faster on the island than in
Labrador because of the more
immediate pressure of
development here . But the
advisory council will be iden­
tifying areas with wilderness
potential in Labrador. We'll be
proceeding independently of
natural park considerations and
the Act gives us authority to
create reserves on any
provincial land. "

Although conservation has
received a welcome boost as far
as legislation goes, Dennis is
quick to point out that con­
servation is nothing new In New­
foundland. There are in fact
quite a few names that spring to
mind as "Fathers of Con­
servation" .

"You would bave to include
Les Tuck of Shoal Harbour at
the top of the list ." Dennis
comments. "In many ways he
put Newfoundland on the map in
terms of birds and scientific
credibility wben he worked for
the Canadian WUdlife Service.
The fact that we have any
seabird lanctu.ries at all is due
largely to bim. Another im­
portant person in the province

8 - DECKS AWASH
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totally new subjects , but this is
an excellent way of introducing
wildlife conservation into what's
already being taught . The
Canadian program is being
developed by the Canadian
Wildlife Federation and will be
avatlable only through

provincial wildlife authorities
after an initial training session
for teachers."

With about 10 hours of
classroom time studying the
roles of biologists and wildlife
managers and considerable
exposure to projects and ac-

tivities away from school, the
province's youth should have no
difficulty in producing a new
generation of conservationists.
That will continue the lead that
the province has already shown
in the country and it won't
displease Dennis Minty either.~

Power to the people

Newfoundland & Labrador
CREDIT UNION

BELONGS TO YOU AND ME

• no fees • competitive rates
• a secure investment for your future

Deadl ine for contribution: February 29th
51. John's 754-2312 CornerBrook634·5341
Grand Fal ls 489-9051 Labrador City 944-7701

Time is running out!
Make your contribution now!

Newfoundland & Labrador Credit Union

RRSP

Jake Rice

plays is in translating scientific
information into readable
material and informing the
public of issues," Jake con­
tinues . "We do this every second
weekend in our Evening
Telegram column and our
monthly meetings follow the
same theme . That's very im­
portant in a province with a
la rgely rural population. Wecan
provide a balanced source of
information and our regional
directors in Glovertown, Corner
Brook and Nain have been very
useful in providing contacts
outside St. John's and also
letting us know about local
issues . In return we have been
able to track down information
for them and get direct access to
people in government and in­
dustry more easily and quickly
than they could themselves."

CCThe single biggest hurdle
to get over is the

widespread belief that there's
lots of wilderness left in New­
foundland and Labrador," says
Jake Rice of St. John's. " On the
island at least that's just not
true . It's getting extremely hard
to find areas that haven 't been
altered by some human activity
or other ."

Jake Rice believes that the
Wilderness Society bas suc­
ceeded in overcoming this
misconception , but there is still
a lot to be done. As the new
regional director for the
Canadian Nature Federation,
Jake will have an opportunity to
take advantage of the resources
of one of the more active
national environmental groups
while continuing the work of the
province's most influential
conservation organizations. Ir--------------------~

"The main impetus for the
Wilderness Society was the
provincial government's
Wilderness and Ecological
Reserves Act," be tells us.
"That bill was long overdue and
very welcome, and provided a
real opportunity for the public to
get involved in protecting our
natural heritage. The main goal
from the beginning was to
provide a focus for public input
plus a source of educational
information. The society is not
opposed to any industry but all
interests have to be considered
with "elation to our natural
environment. It would be a real
shame if the two national parts
and our provincial parks were
the only natural areas left in the
province .

"One of the most import ant
roles the Wilderness Society I'-- ---.J
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Jake doesn't Ilud the situation
with respect to planning to be
any different in the province
from other parts of Canada.

"A lack of planning is by no
means unique to Newfound­
land." he says. "Even at tbe
national level. brcucbes of the
same government department
rarely hold joint plann ing
meetings and there seems to be
little integration among the
various agenc ies . Public
awareness is much less of a
problem here and that has been
important in the Society's
success. We like to think of
ourselves as a public interest
group and not a society catering
to special interests. Most of our
objectives involve cooperation
by government and industry .
and you only get the response
you want if you have public
support."

This public support is
achieved by the work of a

,..

variety of committees, all of
which depend on enthusiastic
volunteers.

"You can't hope to succeed in
conservation without providing
the proper education," Jake
explains, "so our education
committee bas always been a
lop priority. That goes back to
the original goal of setting
things straight about setting
areas aside for the future. There
has to be an awareness of wbat
various decisions might mean.
Informed people make informed
decisions and proper education
takes the guesswork out of
things. Maki.o1g wrong guesses
on environmental issues costs
several generations of repair, if
repair is possible at all.

"Another good.example of the
work of our volunteers is the
Salmonier Support Group,"
Jake adds.' "Salmonier Nature
Park is a tremendous resource
for the province but all its

programs couldn't continue
without the help of the support
group. To familiarize students,
volunteers go into the school
before and after visits to the
park which helps a lot. We also
have committees on offshore oil
and gas and forestry, and
there's likely to be a separate
one on national parks soon. It
isn't hard to find individuals who
are concerned, but it's difficult
to get a public commitment to a
high quality environment. Once
people start to realize the price
of a loss of quality in the en­
vironment, then public opinion
wUl start to change government
policies ."

Environmental concerns are
affecting more and more people
on the island and it's not sur­
prising to find that the largest
committee is the Environmental
Concerns Committee.

"Great strides bave been
made by industry in the last 30
years," Jake admits, "but there
has to be a voice for en­
vlronmental concerns.
Economic benefits can't be
ignored, but the price to be paid
by our children and fishermen in
the future must be as small as
possible. We've looked at the St.
John's city development, the
Argentia harbor plan and all­
terrain vehicles (ATVs) from
lhat point of view. The whole
question of ATVsis typical of the
kind of problem you run into
without proper planning of our
resources. Anyone who buys
such a vehicle is not going to Uke
the idea of being confined to a
trail, but the interests of each
individual have to be looked at in
terms of what they cost
everyone else. The remaining
areas of wilderness could easily
be overrun by ATVs and we
bave to act now to protect what
is left before it is to'"late."

NORMAN DICK UMITED
... 556 Water Street, St . John's, Phone 726-7646.J

In Jake's view the fut~'-il! is not
so far removed that w" can
aUord to sit back and wait for
others to act. The Wilderness
Society appears to be one
organization that will ensure
that the proper precautions are
taken now. ftI!
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Time to sit down and plan

Chipmunk at Barachols Pond Provincial Park near St. George's. -(Photo
courtesy Bernard S. Jackson).

C
onservation and inter ­
pretation bave gone band

in band in Newfoundland
provincial parks since their
conception. and George Draskoy
bas been associated with both
for most of that time. He now is
Chief of Interpretation, Parks
Division, Department .of
Culture. Recreation and Youth,
and works closely with Glen
Ryan who has authored several
provincial parks publications.
and now is working as a park
planner . They both are in
George's office overlooking
Quidi Vidi Lake in 51. John's
discussing conservation and
environmental education in
Newfoundland.

"The total environment is
protected in provincial parks."
George explains, "not just the
wildlife. There's no hunting and
no snaring allowed. It 's im­
portant to point out the dif­
ference in Newfoundland as
hunting is considered as such
only when a gun is used."

"The Park Act states that
everything inside the park
boundaries is protected," Glen
adds. "and no one is allowed to
remove natural materials, in-

Left 10r ight , Glen Ryan and George Oraskoy .

eluding minerals and fossils . could be classified into dif­
But at the moment there is no ferent types . With zoning you
explicit mandate for setting would be setting aside different
aside special protected areas for areas for preservation. A lot of
rare species as there is in the our parks would come under
National Parks Act." natural environment type parks,

Has there been any con- but many of the smaller parks
sideration given to zoning couldn't be zoned."
provincial parks to restrict Are there any parks that have
activities to certain areas ? significant habitats and natural

lilt's something we have features?
under consideration at the "La Manche. Jonathon's
moment ," Glen replies . " Parks Pond. Sandbanks and Mum­

michog do." George responds
and Glen adds to the list.
"Pistolet Bay doesn't bave a
fixed boundary at the moment
and there is a significant Inland
nesting colony of common eiders
that we would like to include in
the park. There's also a good
stand of red pine at Smallwood
Park near Gambo."

George remembers when
Smallwood Park was first en­
visaged .

"One of the considerations
was to save the red pine stand
durtag highway construction,"
he recalls. "Engineers knew
only too well that the presence of
red pine meant good gravel for
road building. Half of the stand
is on private property," Glen
adds, " and people have been
cutting Christmas trees there."

People are known for making
. the most of aUnatural resources



once they know about them . Has
this been a problem in provin­
cial parks?

"It bas to a certain extent ,"
Glen replies . "Drawing people's
attention to something can be
dangerous ,"

But George is more specific .
"We have a trail in Butterpot
Park that had a large Dumber of
pitcher plants by it ," be tells us.
..A sign was set up describing
the plant, how it fed on insects
and bow it became the
provincial emblem. Within two
weeks every pitcher plant in the
area bad gone. The same thing
happened with the club moss
called ground pine. It looks like
a miniature Cbristmas tree and
we mentioned that it was often
used for Christmas decorations.
As soon as the slgn went up, our
population of ground pine went
down. We had to stop in­
terpretation to avoid further
destruction...

How many provincial parks
now are in existence?

"We have 77park units widely
distributed in the province ,"
Glen answers . "Some are on the
coast , some are inland , and
others are by salmon streams
and ponds. The opportunity to
interpret them is there if fun­
ding and properly trained
personnel are available."

"People working for us as
interpreters (naturalists) get
special training," George points
out , "and they become ad­
vocates of environmental
education. We have started oU
Quite a few people in that field in
the provincial park system.

With so many years in en-

vironmeotal education , George
rem embers some of the in­
novators in the province.

"Everyone's jumping on the
environmental bandwagon
now," he says , "but few people
remember the originators. Mr.
Tipping was promoting
protection of our forest habitats
at Bowater in the 19505 and even
hired artists like Stewart
Montgomerie to make in­
terpretive signs. That was
unheard of in the 19505. Dr.
Green really started In­
terpretation as such with Mines
and Resources in 1955.Bernard
Jackson started interpretation
in 1958 and later Dave Quinton
and Bill Whiffen came along and
they've all been active in
education and conservation one
way or another ."

What has been the role of
provincial parks over the years?

" We were the first actually 'to
receive an environmental
education mandate ," George
answers , "and it's still a priority
of our program , but we just
don't have the funds to carry it
all through,"

"The infrastructure is all
there ," Glen adds. "We have
bad a good education program
over the years. We've erected
different exhibits , interpreted
the natural environment and
issued 18 different publications.
We've always tried to interest
park visitors in environmental
values."

George maintains that one of
the most successful con­
tributions has been the interest
generated by Park In­
terpretation Weeks over the last

four years .
"Each year we've chosen a

different theme," he points out .
" Last year we chose a dandelion
as an indication that settlers
brought in alien plants such as
the heather on Signal Hill. Our
first theme gave us the white­
winged crossbill and we're the
only agency in the province that
identifies our staff with a special
crest. Park Interpretation Week
has now been taken up in the
Maritimes and our buttons have
been very popular."

Both Glen and George are
optimistic about the future of
provincial parks despite the
current lack of funding.

"We're in the process of
developing a formalized
program," Glen reveals, "and
we hope to get an Act passed
similar to the Wilderness and
Ecological Reserve Act."

"The present lack of funding
can't last forever," George says
somewhat optimistically.
"We're spread too thin and we
need seasonal regional
naturalists and a permanent
provincial naturalist. We've
done well with what we've had
and we'll be ready for funding
when it eventually comes. When
you don't have the money that's
the time to sit down and plan ,
and we've had plenty of time for
that, "

As the economy gradually
recovers it is expected that
provincial parks will return to
their former pre-eminence in
conservation and interpretation,
which would be good news for
threatened plants and animals
in the province. 11.

Protecting the "land" in Newfoundland
" The strength of the ad-

visory council is that it
Is relatively independent with
six of its members outside
government. The present
government is concerned about
natural heritage preservation
and appears willing to give its
wilderness legislation a chance.
I'm encouraged although things
go slowly," says Barry May.

Barry is talking from his
home in Humber Village just
outside Corner Brook, about the
Wilderness and Ecological
Reserve Advisory Council of
which he is chairman and it 's a
good start for a discussion of
conservation policy in the
province. As a founder and
active member of the
Tuckamore Club of western
Newfoundland, and as a past

director of the National and
Provincial Parks Association,
Barry has been very actively
involved in all aspects of ton­
servation and outdoor life.

"I've been very happy with
the progress of the Tuckamore
Club," Barry states. "We have a
canoeing course , family
orientation, winter camping and
canoeing trips each year and
monthly meetings on natural



Wood land caribo u -(Photocourtes v Wild life Division ).

history and outdoor recreation.
We also started the Corner
Brook Christmas Bird Count
four years ago and have about 40
people involved . The
Tuckamore Club has been useful
in reflecting points of view and
some members have had input
into conservation issues. We've
always supported the idea of
wilderness areas and rivers. so
my joining the advisory council
was a natural result.

"After 2J.h. years, the council is
now at the stage of awaiting the
first public hearings,' he ex­
plains. "We should be getting a
statement soon from tbe
Minister that seabird sanc­
tuaries and the present Avalon
Wilderness Area come under the
terms of the Act. We also bope
that Mistaken Point with its pre­
Cambrian fossils , King George
IV Lake and the Grass area of
the Upper Robinsons River with
their wetlands wW all become
provisional ecological reser­
ves ."

Barry goes into more detail on
wetland areas on the island .

"King George IV Lake has a
19 sq. km. delta at the entrance
of Lloyds River and an unnamed
stream west of the Burgeo
road ." he explains. "It's at the
end of a forest road on Abitibi
holdings at the extreme soutb­
west of the Central Forest zone.
Tbe delta itself has no com­
mercial value, but it's perhaps
the richest area in the province
in terms of wildllfe. Tbe two
rivers have vast alluvial
floodplains and there is a wide
variety of ricb planOOe for
geese, black ducks. teal . moose
and caribou. The Grass is about
40 km. from the coastal com­
munities just above the area of
commercial forest on the
Robinsons River and is unique in
terms of a pure stand of cattails
and the richness of plants. It
provides a valuable feeding area
for migrant Canada geese .
forage for caribou in the spring
of the year , and plenty of food
for moose and breeding ducks ."

These areas are oases com­
pared with the borderlog Cen­
tral Forest and II aritime
Barrens regions and Barry
considers their protection of
utmost importance.

"There are a few smaller
areas ." be tells us, "and we
were able to get the Burgee road

BarryM . y

diverted to protect the bead of
Lloyds Lake. But ther e's talk of
diverting the now of water into
the Victoria River for cheap
power and that would flood the
area. Tbe bearings wl11 be some
time in 1984 and 1 don't know
wbat representations Newfound·
land Hydro wl11 make. We hope
government will recognize the
natural values of tbe area."

Barry is also optimistic about
protection of the Codroy and
Upper Humber Rivers , two of
the most important waterfowl
nesting systems in the province .

"Both are outstanding areas,"
he points out. "The habitat
biologist from the Canadian
Wildlife Service is looking at
Birchy Basin on the Humber
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River and we should be bearing
about that soon. There are
Bowater roads in the area and
some places could be scheduled
for logging in the next three to
four years, but the waterfowl
area should be safe from logging
and cabin development. Tbere
are lots of beavers and the
habitat looks good for muskrats,
although the presence of mink
makes their survival difficult
anywhere on the island .

"The Codroy area would have
to be managed rather WIn
protected," Barry adds . "There
are several possibilities for
'\trotection under the Wilderness
Act to management by private
organizations and several
groups are already involved in
discussions. The Nature Con­
servancy could acquire land;
they don't have a project on the
island at present. There 's also
the possibility of making the
islands in the centre of the
Grand Cod roy ecological
reserves since they're not being
farmed . The shoreline could also
be included in a management
program that would have land
farmed for the benefit of
waterfowl. Ducks Unlimited
have expressed interest in
managing one or two sloughs on
the Little Codroy and they might
be interested in the same thing
on the Grand Codroy. In any
event it's an important area that
needs protection one way or
another."

Are there any other areas that
the advisory council has looked
at?
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As we leave Barry and his
family after a delicious pitta
meal provided by his wife Judy,
they are busy getting their skis
ready for the next day's bird
count. Not surprisingly, we find
out that the count will also in­
clude a canoe trip upriver . The
aims of the Tuckamore Club are
deeply ingrained in the May
family. I!I

How did Barry become in­
volved with the National and
Provincial Parks Association
(NPPA)!

"That also came about
through the Tuckamore Club,"
Barry answers. "We were in­
volved in the Gros Morne
National Park hearings. It's
difficult to know exactly who is
responsible for the changes that
take place in government policy
but citizens' groups certainly
play a role and the NPPA has
put pressure on all levels of
government. The current
director. Jon Lien, is organizing
a lot of support for a marine
park concept in Terra Nova
National Park. National parks
have always been a focus for the
organization and there has been
success in rewriting parks
policy. Now we're seeking to
rewrite the National Parks Act
to ensure wilderness areas are
protected. At the moment there
is no guarantee the wilderness
will be preserved."
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" We've also studied limestone
barrens on the Northern
Peninsula," Barry replies . "One
side was destroyed in road-
building and there is some
conflict with mining potential.
However , there is one area with
distinctive fossil types at Table
Head by Bellburn 's . The
bulldozing for gravel behind the
site reduces its visual at ­
traction. but the 6O-foot cliffs
contain ordovician trilobites ,
gastropods and bryozoans that
were first described here . We're
also looking at Main River elSt
of Gros Morne National Park as
a first-class canoeing river . It
was the favorite river of Harry
COlliDS who undertook a Wild
Rivers survey across Canada

I~====================::::~Isome years back . But the firstI priority is the Bay du Nord
Wilderness Area in central
eastern Newfoundland."
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Enjoying our varied habitats .

Spruce grouse drowsing.
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b irds

Dabbling in the num ber s game

Determining the age and condition ofa Canadagoose

I an Goudie has been the
Canadian Wildlife Ser­

vice's only Iull-time biologist in
Newfoundland since shortly
after be started in 1978. But that
hasn't stopped him from
travelling the length and
breadth of the island to un­
dertake a systematic estimate
of the numbers of breeding
waterfowl. While it is an im­
portant study, just wbat
prompted such a major un­
dertaking!

"Because of their importance
in Newfoundland, Leslie Tuck,
former Wildlife officer, con­
centrated on mur res (turrs),"
Jan replies. "That meant that
waterfowl and other gamebirds

had been largely ignored in
Newfoundland and there was
need to find just how many birds
were produced on the island to
give an idea of how many birds
could be harvested. For
example, there has been some
concern over the number of
black ducks which have been
declining by about 2%each year
since 1966 in the United States
winter population. It

Waterfowl are hunted
throughout North America and
their long autumn flights mean
that management is needed on
the northern breeding grounds,
along the Atlantic Flyway (the
corridor along which bilds
migrate), and on the wintering

grounds. Ian 's study is an Im­
porta nt part of the Atlantic
Region's management plan,
especially with regard to black
ducks, 30% of which nest on the
islan d port ion of the province.

"We wanted to get an idea of
bree di n g numbers and
dis tri bution," Ian ex plain• .
"Aeria l surveys didn't give a
very good indicati on of nesting
concentr ation and we wanted to
find out about the timing of
nesting and what stage the
young were at when the hunting
season sta rts in the fall. Il 's also
good to know at what age bird.
start to breed."

Setting up such a study Is as
cr ucial as car rying it out. How
did Ian go about this?

" I was able to use the then
unpublished Ec oregions of New­
f oundland , " answers Ian.
" About 10% of Newfoundland's
are a is water and there are 6
quite distinct regions . Two
thirds of the island's water is
contained in the Central Forest
and Maritime Barrens regions ,
but the 2%water total contained
in the Avalon Forest Region
tur ned out to be the most
productive for waterfowl . My
figures are estim ates based on I

very small proportion of the
Island's water areas because
you just can' t hope to visit them
all."

Nevertheless, Ian has visited
enough areas to be able to come
up with some fairly rellable
estimates of waterfowl.

"Some intere sting facts come
out of the study," Ian reports.
"There is an overa ll similarity
in the productivity of the Avalon
and Central Forest Regions, but
there were relatively more
dabbling ducks on the Avalon,
perha ps because the dominance
of balsa m fir rath er than black
spruce made the waters leu
acid. The other regions were



The eccrearcns of Newfoundland (trom Biogeography and Ecology 01 the
Island 01 Newfoundland eo. G. Robin South Dr. W. Junk Publishers The
Hague-Boston-London 1983).
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1- Weltern Newfoundland

II- Central Newfoundland

III- North Shore

IV - Northern Peninsula Forest

V - Avalon Forest

VI- Marltlme Barrens

VII- Eastern Hyper-oeeanlc Barrena

yilt - Long Range Barrens

IX· Strait of Belle Isle

less productive, although the
highest breeding numbers of
waterfowl are found in the
Grand COOro)' area on the south­
west coast ."

Another fact that emerg es
from the study is that 7 species
provide 85% of the island 's
nesting waterfowl and the two
commonest, Canada goose and
black duck are the most bunted
birds on the Atlantic Flyway .
What implications does this
have for conservation and
hunting policies?

" There are dose to 37.000
pairs of ducks and 10.000pairs of
geese nesting on the island and
that means ' together with their
young about 250,000 birds on the
move in fall," says Ian. "There
are very few prime breeding
site. on the island. so monitoring
of the whole area is crucial . The
province contributes over 80%of
the birds on the North Atlantic
portion of the Flyway , so our

management policies affect a
lar ge area. Most of our Canada
geese and black ducks seem to
winter in southern Nova Scotia
and nortbeastern United States .
Very few birds winter on the
island, but this situation is
cba nging wit h the milder win­
ters. Hunting pressure on the
wintering grounds is a problem
for the black duct , but hunting
success here basn't changed
much in 20 years, so there's
notbing in the figures to suggest
that our population is hurting as
yet. "

Wha t ot he r fa ct s have
eme rged from the study?

" It tur ns out that the length of
tbe shoreline, not the amount of
water , is the most important
factor for nesting waterfowl ,"
Ian tells us. " Most ducks prefer
shallow water , th e more
alka line the bett er , and a cover
of sedges or other emergent
plants . Small beaver ponds are

preferred habitats in boreal
forests and each pond can
support up to 5 pairs of ducks
each summer if the conditions
are right. Floodplains and deltas
are more important in terms of
actual numbers , but water level
fluctuations cause production to
vary from year 10 year. "

The Canadian WildlifeService
is looking at wlys of controlling
this.

"Bireby Basin is the most
extensive and productive marsh
babitat on the island," he tells
us . "The water level chaoges a
lot and we're looting at a
possible joint management
scheme with. the Provincial
Wildlife Service and Ducks
Unlimited . (Tbe latter is an
organization of hunters set up
across Caoada to manage prime
waterfowl habitat areas .) This
management approach bas
worked extremely well in the
Maritimes, especially in the Bay
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of Fundy tidal marshes of the
Nova Scotia - New Brunswick
border region and it will be
interesting to see if the two I

levels of government can come I
up with an arrangement that
will do the same sort of thing for
Newfoundland. Both the ducks

and the hunters will doubtless
benefit if the proposal is suc­
cessful."

Dead birds do ten tales

Bird Rock . Cape St. Mary's -(Photo courtesy Bill Monlevecchi).

A lthough John Piatt prefers
to see birds alive and well.

much of his research in New­
foundland has been connected
with birds that are very much
dead. And contrary to the saying
that dead men don't teU tales ,
these dead birds are full of tales.

"Most of my recent work has
been around the Witless Bay
Seabird Sanctuary islands ,"
Joho explains. "We started by
looking at seabirds caugbt in
fishing nets as they were diving
for caplin. The birds feed around
their colony when the caplin
come in and that's just the time
the fishermen put out their nets
for cod. By June 30 everybody's
got nets in the water and the
birds are feeding most actively
inshore. Consequently,
thousands get caught in fishing
nets."

It could be a tricky situation.

How bave fishermen taken to
researchers coming to look at
the birds caught in their nets?

"The fishermen are really
helpful ," John assures us.
"Some bave taken us out in their
boats and shown us how they
handle their gear and others
have shown us their daily
bycatches or have given us birds
for our studies on diets. A lot of
fishermen keep track of the
bycatch of birds in places like
Cape Broyle , Renews, Calvert.
Fermeuse and Brtgus South. In
the summer of 1981.we visited
fishermen around all the seabird
colonies in Newfoundland so we
have reports from around Cape
St. Mary's. Baccalleu and along
the northeast coast as well. They
really know a lot about the birds
and they don't mind spending
some time filling out the forms.
We couldn't have done our work

without their help."
The information provided by

the fishermen helps con­
servation, as John explains.

"One of the most valuable
aspects of this study is that
we've been able to plot the
feeding ranges of birds from
their colonies. That's important
to know." John believes , "so
that we can plan resource
development activities like
shipping routes, pipelines and
oil support bases without in­
terfering with seabird activities.
Most of the birds are caught
close to the colony, which is
what you would expect, but it's
the first time that there's been a
good measure of wbere and how
the birds feed during their
breeding season.

"Things change from year to
year depending on where and
wben the caplin come inshore. A
lot of birds are caught at the
botlom, which sbows how deep
they go for fish. Nobody's ever
reported exact feeding depths
before and our information
comes almost entirely from the
flshermen. We now know
murres can go down to 180
metres, razorbills (tinkers) to
120 metres and puffins to 60
metres. This kind of information
on what the birds eat and where
and how they feed is all Im­
porlant in understanding
seabirds."

What bappens to the birds
fished out of the netst

"Nothing's wasted as most of
the birds are eaten," John tells
us. "It's very rare to see birds
thrown away. The only time is
wben there are just too many
birds to put in the boat or when
the birds are a couple of days old
and no good to eat. Even the
birds we do autopsies on get
eaten as we save the breast
meat and give il away to
whoever wants it."



Common murres on nesting ledge - (Phot o courtesy John Piatt l .

John is also involved in
programs with the Canadian
Wildlife Service that study the
young birds of the colonies.

"You see what kind of food the
chicks are eating, " he explains.
" That supplements what we've
learned from the fishermen
about the adults. A shortage of
caplin is really hard on the
chicks. Breeding success and
chick growth are affected by the
food supply and birds are so
sensitive to changes in fish
abundance that you can monitor
the health of flsh populations by
examining the breeding success
of seabirds."

Other seabirds wanted dead or
alive are those washed up on
beaches II oiled birds. They
rarely survive the ordeal . but
again they have tales to tell .

"The Beached Bird Survey is
an interesting study that
companies like Kobll have
helped finance," John tells us.
"Most of the surveys are on the
southern Avalon beaches and
10L! of local people get involved.
I often get caUs about numbers
of oiled birds on the beaches and
this is essential as there is a
large area to cover and few
people available to check."

Surveys like this have long­
term benefits.

"It's bard to put a value on the
surveys," John feels , "but they
will be very useful as a record of
what's going on now. That will

help wben oil development
comes on stream , because we
have an idea of the normal
mortality and where sensitive
areas might be. We also have
ways of identifying the oil on the
birds by chemical analysis and
we might even be able to find a
spill and respond to it before the
environmental damage is too
widespread."

There is a major difference
between birds dying in the nets
and birds dying from oil
pollution and it says much about
the Newfoundland way o'life.

"People have a keen interest
Labirds," John points out , "and
no one likes to see them die a

slow death from oil. Hunters see
the thousands that die as a waste
of both a wildlife and food
resource. It's particularly an­
noying U a spill gets in among a
wintering flock of eiders. They
tend to stay in one area for the
winter and the whole flock is
destroyed if oil moves io. That
means no more birds until the
following spring and that can be
hard on an isolated com­
munity ."

It's obviously in everyone's
interest to ensure that the in­
formation obtained from the
birds caught in fishermen 's nets
and washed up on shore is used
to protect sucb an important
wildlUe resource as seabirds. l'13

Filling in the knowledge gaps
"peters and Burleigh's

1939 Birds of Newfound­
land is now a collector's item.
Since it was written there have
been major changes in the
blrdlife of the province and part
of our overall objective is to
update it. Leslie Tuck. started
the updating when he was with
the Canadian WlldWe service
and it I..s his work that we relied
on when we started out on the
project."

Bill Montevecchl is talking
from behind the console of his
desk computer in the

Psychology Department of
Memorial University. Bill 's
work is in the area of animal
behaviour and he has been
closely connected with the study
of breeding birds in the last few
years. He has found that much
information on birds in the
province is contained In
historical documents which has
extended the scope of his
research.

"There are records of birds
found La prehistoric Indian
sites," Bill esplains. "and thlt
gives us a good idea of whit was

around then. The accounts of
early explorers and historians
like Cartier, Cabot, Cartwright
and Joseph Banks are also filled
with references to birds on the
island and in Labrador. We're
usLag all these references in
writing a book on Historic Birds
of Newfoundl,QJl, now almost
complete."

In recent months Bill bas been
receiving an increasing number
of calls about unusual birds seen
in the province. He relies
heavily on the general public for
providing information, and La
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turn Bill and his staff can let
callers know more about the
birds that are seen .

"It 's all very useful in­
formation we're getting ," he
tells us. "and it helps to give a
much better idea of what now is
found in the province. People
can phone 737-7673or 737-7668at
the university or reach me at
home at 895-3193 if they bave
seen any unusual birds or if they
would like information.

"There are lots of birds on the
island we never hear about ." he
admits , " 50 any information we
get gives us better coverage.
People from communities on the
Burin Peninsula and Bonavista
Bay have provided two new
species for the Newfoundland
list quite recently and there
bave been a number of birds
new for North America seen in
recent years. We have all our
sightings listed in the university
computer now, so we are able to
provide a lot of information to
anyone that calls in.

..Anyone can get involved. For
example, Mrs. Reid in Ramea is
an excellent example of
someone who filled in a lot of
gaps in our knowledge." be
says . "She kept a careful record
of the birds that turned up in her
garden while she was a teacher
there. This was really useful
because there are so few people
watching birds on the south
coast."

Bill Montevecchi

The information that comes in
is also useful in conservation
considerations.

"Once people get into the
habit of looking and seeing the
birds around them. their feeling
for nature is increased," says
Bill. "Nobody gets outdoors
more than a hunter , and hunters
do provide a lot of really good
information that can help
conservation and the hunters
themselves. For instance. wood
ducks seem to appear regularly
in Trinity Bay although they are
very rare in the province.
Without tbe hunter returns we
wouldn't know that."

If people want to get involved
in more detailed studies BUIhas
some suggestions.

"Perhaps the best way to get a
feel for things is to go to one of

the monthly meetings of the
Natural History Society if you're
within driving distance of St.
John's," he suggests. "There
are all kinds of field trips for
people, not just to look for birds,
but for wildflowers, mushrooms,
trout and salmon, too. In winter
the Christmas Bird Counts
provide an excellent chance to
team up with a birdwatcher who
really knows the birds . You
don't have to be an expert and
the compilers are always happy
to get some additional ob­
servers."

If the cold winter weather
doesn't appeal to you. there are
always surveys going on in the
summer.

"We try to run some twenty­
odd Breeding Bird Survey
routes every summer," BUI
reports. "Each 25-mile route
means driving along a road and
making a stop every half mUe to
count birds that are seen and
beard. We have routes in every
part of the island and some in
Labrador, too. They are most
valuable for comparing flue­
tuations over the years and give
us a good indication of changes
that have taken place. Tbere are
also more detailed studies going
on in central Newfoundland and
on the west coast."

Bill's major fieldwork for the
last few years has been the
study of the seabirds of Bee­
calieu Island just off Conception
Bar.

"It's the largest breeding
Island in the province," be tells
us, "and the only one of four off
Newfoundland that isn't a
seabird sanctuary. There are 11
breeding species. more than at
Iny other site, and spectacular
numbers of Leach's storm ­
petrels (earey-ehicks), perbaps
more than 500.000 pairs. There
are also northern fulman
(noddles) nesting on the island ,
one of only three places so far .
It's Important that people in the
nearby communities realize how
valuable Baccalieu Island is."

Provincial government plana
to 'protect the island seablrd
colonies should not cause
changes to traditional fishing



and hunting around Baccalieu .
Any changes will be more of a
regioDlllrend than a local one.

"Hunters themselves realize
that you can't continue to hunt
seabirds without restrictions,"
he points out. "The new seabird
biologist Richard Elliott at the
Canadian Wildlife Service in St.
John'l will be looking at ways of
maintaining traditional hunting
wbile- offering some kind of
protection in winter . Hunters
bave always been helpful and
researchers often go out In the
boats to cbeck on tbe birds.
Bands have been recovered
from birds nesting in Greenland
and Labrador and winter
movements are better known as
a result."

The spirit of cooperation
between hunters and wildlife
biologists has always been higb
in Newfoundland , another In-

Out for the count
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Theheadofa typIcal tubenosedstorm-petrel.

dication of the feellng that most Iminai , there will be a more
Newfoundlanders bave for their complete coverage of tbe
environment. As information province's birdlife and a better
continues to be fed into Bill understanding of how it can best
Montevecchi's computer ter- be protected and preserved. i!

N ational Audubon Society
Christmas Bird Counts

take place over a 16--day period
over Christmas and the New
Year. They are designed to give
a fairly accurate account of just
bow many and what types of
birds are wintering in a fixed 15­
mile diameter circle each year.
They also provide an ideal
means of getting birdwatchers
and other interested individuals
together in the boliday period.

We're in the middle of the
Christmas Bird Count period
when we meet with Lois
Bateman and AI Burger . Both
teach biology at Grenfell College
in Corner Brook and there's not
much time to talt as the results
of the third count are being
tallied up.

"This is our third count in
three days," Ai explains
wearily. "Perhaps there is •
case for extending the count
period a little longer in New­
foundland because of the short
days, weatber and road con­
ditions. Still, over the three days
we've seen a good variety of
wintering birds and the counts
are very useful in seeing wbat's

Al Burger

around from year to year ."
Al has been studying leabirdl

at breeding colonies for the last
few years so visiting other areas
is a change of scenery for him.

"I've been looking at
behavior, time budgets and
feeding ecology at the colonies,
mostly common murres at
Witless Bay ," he tells us at the
Grol Morne count round-up. "It

ties in with John Piatt's work
around the colony. My main
interest is In the time spent by
the adult murres at the colony.
They feed throughout the day ,
but there 's a ertueet ' feeding
period in the morning as far as
the chicks on the ledges are
concerned and another less
important chick feeding time in
the afternoon .II

Are people a problem at bird
colonies!

"Not really," Al replies ,
"although people actually
working at an island colony are
bound to affect the birds to some
extent. Murres bave a habit of
leaving their nesting ledges at
almost any disturbance and
might Itay away for 30 minutes
or more . We try to keep
disturbances down to a
minimum wben we're at the
colony. Fishermen around the
seabird colonles are rarely a
problem for tbe birds which
don't see them as a threat so far
below the nesting ledges. StUl,
protection of the colonies
themselves would be a great
help."

AI has studied the foraging
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techniques of the murres. Do
they really go as deep at 180
metres?

"Well, they CIn if they have
to," he replies, "but they feed
mosUy In the 30-50 metre range
where the fish are. But they are
quite capable of diving much
deeper and probably do on a
regular basis at the Funk Island
colony and on the Grand Banks
where many winter."

We now turn to Lois Bateman,
who until recently was the
regional director of the
Canadian Nature Federation
(CNF) in Newfoundland. Lois
sees recent changes in the
federation's set-up as an in­
dication that it will become
more active In the province.

"The Canadian Nature
Federation hasn't been aU that
active in Newfoundland
although it's been in existence
for 12 years in Canada ," Lois
points out. "It started out from
the old Audubon Societies and a
confederation of local natural
hi.tory societies and individual
members. We now have one
director, Jake Rice, and about
four meetings a year."

What do the 100 or so members
in Newfoundland get from the

lois Bateman

CNF?
"To start with they get four

issues a year of Nature Canada ,
which is an excellent natural
history maguine , and a
catalogue from the Nature
Canada bookstore," Lois an­
swers . "There have been a
variety of birdwatching,
canoeing and whale-watching
trips arranged by and for the
CNF, including several in New­
foundland , and Nature Canada
often contains several article~

and issues of interest to New­
foundland members. Almost

any society can join and their
activities can then be sponsored.
The Natural History Society il
the official affiliated
organintion in the province and
the Wilderness Society also
worb closely with CNF."

What issues has the Canadian
Nature Federation involved
itself with in Newfoundland?

"The CNF is an important
citizens' group right across
Canada, so its issues are
national in scope," Lois replies.
"At the lilt national conference
a resolution was passed
requesting protection for all
nesUng areas of piping plovers,
including the only known site In
Newfoundland around Dead­
mao's Bay on the Straight
Shore. Other resolutions that
have affected the province in­
clude those on spruce budworm
spraying, coastline reserves and
environmental assessments for
offshore 011. Now that the CNF
has an environmental director it
can write letters of support on
environmental issues ."

With a past record of drawing
attention to the plight of the
Newfoundland pine marten and
helping Eecwateh in monitoring
the spruce budworm spray
program, the Canadian Nature
Federation has fulfilled its
mandate of acting as a wat­
chdog on conservation and
environmental issues. The role
appears to be expanding under
its new direction. I!

Reminder!
Your subscription expiry clate
appears OD your address label.
Subscribers sbould renew on or
before that date by sencllng a
cheque or money order for $,11.00
to Deeb A.ub.

Please Include your addrelliabel
withyour subscription renewal.
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Willow ptarmigan In winte r. Whiterumped sandpiper in reu.
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mammals

Fifty years with the seal hunt
by the sealing industry in
locating seal herds and by
Fisheries and Oceans in
estimating pup production of
harp and hood. seals . If anyone is
qualified to look at the New ­
foundland seal hunt from all
angles it is Tom Curran .

"There bave been major
changes at the Front ," Tom
says , " and you bave to cred it
Brian Davies . Paul Watson
and otber protesters for many of
them . Initially they focused
their attention on over-bunting
and tbat brought about an
awareness of the need for ac­
curate estimates of numbers.
Since 1977 the bunt has been
carefully monitored and we now
know how many pups are born
and bow many are killed .
Looking at both you can teU the

~~RMfA;'uv . ~
~~-....

"I don't think anyone could
argue with the fact that

this is the best managed hunt
anywhere in the world. It's set
the standard for other
ma nagement progra ms and it's
changed the whole perceptio n of
conservation management,"
says Tom Curran of Glover­
town.

This year marks Tom
Curran's 50th anniversary of his
first involvement with the seal
hunt as a teenager on the M. V.
UngBn. In 1951 he returned to
the Front as a sealer and then
worked as a federal fisberies
officer, supervisor and district
conservation and protection
officer during the 1960s and
19705. Even after his retirement
in 1978.Tom's experience in all
facets of tbe seal bunt was used



hood seal population is stable
and the same goes for the harp
seal."

Tom maintains that the
current emphasis on emotion
has clouded the original issue
and makes it much more dif­
ficult to present accurate in­
formation to the public.

" Incorrect inform ation is
presented in films , pamphlets
and advertisements," Tom
contends. "and people take
these claims as conclusive. In
almost every case, they're not.
Governments have not really
played their part in the past.
Some of the accurate in­
formation on seal populations
never got to the public because
of a reluctance to make the seal
hunt an issue and once the
damage was done it was hard to
remedy the situation. The for­
mation of the Canadian Sealers'
Association last year is a very
positive step and with help from
the government. they 're going
the right way about things .
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Whitecoal on Ice -(Photo courtesy Fisheries & Oceans).

"A publicity campaign that is needed. The Norwegian
showing things as they really hakapik is still used by
are is essential," says Tom. Europeans and has the ad­
"Newfoundlanders are not vantage of being of use to a
cruel . callous, bloodthirsty and sealer if he does fall into the icy
barbaric. The club is by far the water. Both are much more
most efficient killing instrument efficient on the ice tban a gun.
used in the right hands. A The scenes in the various
whitecoat's skull has not 'documentaries' are obviously
become hard enough to staged or not shot at the New­
withstand one well aimed blow. foundland hunt which is very
and one blow is generally all well policed."
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