


Will she be able to
fmd a job in 2001 A.D.?

The teachers of
Newfoundland
and Labrador
hope so.
2001 will be a
world of endless
variables, of
ever-increasing
change -
a world where
information will be
the most important
commodity. If
our children are
to fmd a place
in that world
they must have
the best education
possible.
Or, in 2001 A.D.,
will Newfoundland
and Labrador still
be importing
management and
exporting
labour?

~ Something to think about, from

@ The Newfoundland Teachers Association
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your current subscrtpttcn is the Septe mber­
October issue. J ust f ill out the enclosed subscrip­
t ion ca rd and se nd it to us with your cheque o r
mo ney orde r. If your address is not correct . or you
ha ve not rece ived yo ur copi es regu larl y , let us
know so we ca n t race the trouble to dete rmine t he
cause. We admit to having had difficulties wh en
on operator mi scoded our mailing lis t and a num­
ber of s u bsc ri be rs' names were acc iden t ly
dropped, but that p roblem has bee n co r rec ted .

. ~
body up th er e " cares abo ut Newfou ndlana . ere ,
in t he ea stern A val on area. particularly for th e
fa rm er s and the blueberries. some rain would be
most welcome. With the fede ral general elec tio n
followed by the visit of Pope John Paul II we ' re
in for some excitement this fall.

We 'll see you next time when we tra vel to the

Bur geo area ,
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From tile editor's desk

T im e fl ies ! We now are starting our third ye a r
since the beginning of paid subscriptions.

While it ncsn't been easy (whoever promised us
a rose garden?) together with our subscribers and
advertisers we have ma naged to put the ma gaz ine
on a marginal financial base. We are kee pi ng our
rate at the original $9 but we are depe nde nt upo n
you. ou r subscribers, to stay afloa t.

Again. for most of you. renewal time is her e.
Just check the upper r ig ht·hand corne r of yo ur ad­
dress labe/for your expiry date. If it reads ·' EX·
PIR ES OCT 81" the last issue you will receive on
your current subscription is the Septem ber­
October issue. Just fill out the encl osed subs crip­
tion card and send it to us with yo ur che q ue or
mo ney order. If your ad d ress is not correct. or you
have not received your copies regula rly , let us
know so we can trace the troub le to determine the
cause. We admit to havi ng had difficulties wh en
an operator miscoded our mailing lis t and a nu m ­
be r of subscribers' na m es we re acciden tly
d ropp ed , but that prob le m has been correct ed.

Decks Awash aims to provide in te resting arti ­
cles on Newfound /and a nd Newfou ndla nde rs. We
not only hope the information ca n be of some
benefi t to you but that you also enjoy read ing it.
If there is something or someone you would like
to read about please write us. If you don't like
what we re do ing, write us about that, too.

A bove all. renew now and avoid a n interruptio n
of your subsc ription. Remember six issues of
Decks Awash a re still available at the low pri ce
of $9 per year

After the glorious summer. we're sure "some­
body up there" cares about Newfoundland. Her e ,
in the eastern A valo n area. par ticu la rly for the
fa rmers and the b tueberrtes. some ra in woul d be
m ost we lcome. With th e federal ge ne ra l elec tio n
followe d by th e visit of Pope John Paul II we 're
in for so me exciteme nt this fall.

We 'll see yo u next tim e when we t ravel to the
B urgeo area.
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Thanks for the
wood to build our
homes , our boats
and aur wharves.
Thanks for firewood
to keep us warm .
Thanks for furniture,
paints, and brushes.
Thanks for
violins, guitars, and cellos . Thanks for books
and pencils and paper . Thanks for maple syrup
and sleds , park benches and shade on a sunny
afternoon. Thanks for fruits, jams and jellies.
And a special thanks for the oxygen we breathe.

This message from your
Newfoundland Forest Protection Association
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history

S' tephenville until the first half of the 20th century
was a Fren ch settlement. The first settlers,

however , may not have been French but English . Ac­
cording to an article in the St. John 's E vening Tele ­
gram (22 May 19'73.p. 6) , the first people to arrive in
the area with their families on 18 May 1844 had the
English names of William Hunt and James Penney .
They had left Margaree in Cape Breton by fishing boat.
Landing near White's Brook they supposedly stayed
for two years before moving to the Port au Port Penin­
sula .

More recent research has been conducted by
Stephenvill e students under the able tutelage of local
librarian Gilbert Higgins culminating in the lengthy
work entitled Cu rpe Diem : Tempus Fugit Volume 1 in­
dicates that Stephenville began in May 1845with the ar­
rival of Fren ch-speaking Felix Gallant and his wife
from Margaree. They, too, settled near White's Brook
but apparently found no trace of the Hunts or the Pen­
neys . (Later Mrs . Gallant was to meet Mrs. Penney,
but by then the Penneys were living at Port au PorU

On 3 September 1845 a son, Stephen , was born to the
Gallants and this is taken by some to be the origin of
the name Stephenville . The Gallants weathered the
winter in Newfoundland, which was apparently mild
compared to what they were accustomed, before retur- Young bOys at SlephenviUe circa 1930 (Courtesy Kindale

library).

eligible.
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ning to Margaree in 1846to have Stephen baptized,
While at Margaree, Felix told his friends of the New­
foundland paradise he had discovered with exce llent
weat her and good farm land. His friends joined him for
the return trip and experienced the worst winter of
their lives .

Asecond school of thought attributes the origin of the
name of Stephenville to another French Fami ly. The
Right Reverend Thomas Sears, writing in 1873 to the
Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith noted
that the name derived from Stephen LeBlanc, ... "a
worthy old Acadian who came some 30 years ago with a
brother and their two families."

Unfortunately lonsignor Sears gives no exact date
and the Evening Telegram article place> Stephen
LeBlanc's arrival in 1848, three years after Stephen
Gallant's birth, Yet Stephen LeBlanc's granddaughter
Adeline Alexander (nee White) born 15 August 1887
who now lives at Stephenville Crossing maintains that
the church and school were named after Stephen
LeBlanc. The first mention of Stephenville proper is in
the census of 187-1, about the time the first church was
completed, so it is possible that Stephenville took its
name from 51. Stephen's church. Adeline Alexander
says the church was named after Stephen LeBlanc
because he ".. was the first Roman Catholic ma n from
Margaree, Cape Breton, who came to Stephenv ille."
Certainly, the builders of the first church around 1814
would have known who they were naming it for so that
Msgr. Sears' contemporary account has a strong clai m
to validity

It is impossible to say with absol ute certa inty
whether Stephenville was named for Stephen Gallant
or Stephen LeBlanc. Perhaps there are elements of
truth in both stories, Certai nly the Galla nts a nd the
Whites (LeBlanc) beca me the largest of local Fren ch
families, and Stephen Gallant was 99years old when he
died at Stephenville 'l:l January 1944.

The earliest census data for the area da tes from 1857.
Stephe nville is not mentioned, but Indian Head a
promontory to the east of the far mla nd now occupied
by Stephenville airport is mentioned. In 1857 the
popula tion was 107 with f17 Roman Catholic a nd 10
Church of Eng land members. Twenty-two families oc­
cupied 22 buildings, 22 people were primar ily farmers
and 47 people were engaged primarily in the ca tching
and curing of fish, The Evening Telegram arti cle sug­
gests that at this time families specialized in one form
of work

Old photo from Stephenville Archives (Counesy Kindale
Library).

Dog team In Stephenville. Circa 19405

"Some were to devote time to {!.Shing, some to hunt,
otMrs tofarming. When their work was completed
each fall the families exchanged vegetables for
fresh meat and /ish, Thus all were assured of Q

varied diet from this co-operative setup. "

The listing of 22 farmers and 22 families suggests
that one person in each family farmed the family plot
while perhaps two other members went fishing.
Certainly agriculture played a large part in the
economy of the area. The 1857census records that sa
acres were under cultivation with 78tons of hay and 736
barrels of potatoes produced, There were 42 meat cat­
tle, 29 milch cows. 129sheep, 5 swine or goats, and a
solitary horse.

The 1869census again makes no mention of Stephen­
ville but the population for Indian Head increased to
234 people with 30 families. While the population had
doubled in 12 years the census also indicated that land
under cultivatio n had grown 17 times to 1458 acres
which may be a n error, Hay production had only tripl­
ed to 210tons while produce had increased to 508bar­
rels of potatoes, 5 barrels of wheat and barley and 35
bushels of oats, the last item being presumably to feed
the community's still solitary horse. Other livestock
numbe red 290sheep, 75 milch cows and 6 swine.

The 1874census reco rds Stephenville being described
as Stephenville Ville River Blanche. Unfortunately, the
census enume rators, in recognizing Stephenville as a
sepa rate entity, see m to have changed the enumera­
tion district. Stephe nville is credited with a population
of only 103. However , if one adds to this figure the cen­
sus figures for "Between River Blanche and Berry's
Head. including Romain's Brook ': then the figures fall
back in line. The combined population for the area in
1814was 268(J48 Roman Catholics and 20Anglicans) in
43 families. Thirty-nine people were recorded as
farmers, 17 as fishermen. Three hundred and forty­
nine acres of land was cultivated, (a huge drop from
the previous figure of 1458acres indicating it was a
mistake) producing 230tons of hay , 801barrels of pota­
toes, and 84 barrels of turnips.

In the to-year period from 1874to 1884the population
appears to have remained almost static. The 1884cen­
sus shows Stephenville's population at 2fj7 people com­
posed of 48 families. The economy appeared to be
changing as fishermen, for the first time. appear to
outnumber fanners - 40 fishermen with onlv 'l:l
fanners. Fish and agricultural products are list~ in
the following table.
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Fish. Agricultural Produce. and Lh·"tock, 1891

Sheep tarming al Stephenville (Courtesy Kindale library)

Fish. Agricultural Produce and Livestock. 1884

151

'I'
628
10

1009 barrels
317 barrels

6923pounds
1416 pounds

Potatoes
Turnips
Butter
Wool

Milch cows
Other horned cattle
Sheep
Swine

One of the interesting aspects of Newfoundland cen­
sus data before Confederation is its richness and incon­
sistency. For example. up to 1884. the census simply
records the number of acres in Stephenville under
cultivation. In 1881a new method of reporting was used
and Stephenville was recorded as having 6640 acres oc­
cupied, categorized as follows: 1094 acres improved
!and, S25 acres pasture, 42 acres gardens, and S27 acres
Improved land unused. Interesting statistics but hard
to reconcile with the 1834 figures of 531 acres under
cultivation.

The kinds of statistics recorded also reflected the
topics that interested the government of the day. For
example, the 1891 statistics have a detailed breakdown
of the level of education in the community when there
were two schools. One was probably the pond school
near the present mill, the othe r, possibly the parish
school close by today's St. Stephen's Church. They had
combined seating for 120st udents, but only 30 children
under IS had attended schoo l during the previous year;
188 had not. Yet only 24 lived farther than one-and-a­
half miles from a school. Obviously education was not
hig~ on people's list of priorit ies. Stan White who grew
up in StephenviUe at the beginning of the century
recalls that he rarely attended school. particularly
after he developed expert skills as a trapper while still
a boy. He later lea rned to read and write at his own
leisu re.

By the 1901 census, Step henville's population was
643, this time the Church of England contingent had
decreased to 9. Twenty people were farmers 129
"fishermen and others who cultivate land". OOters
were: one clergyman, one teacher. one merchant and
one person in government service, four mechanics, one
person worked in a workshop or factory, and one miner
with no mention of what was mined. The number of
literate people had increased dramatically with 233
people who could read and 214 who could write. This
compares to 63 readers and 38 writers ten years

98 cases
82 quintals
34 tierces

22S barrels
825 gallons

135
18

279
18

1593 quintals
40 tierces

3SObarrels
823 gallons

£1892

531 acres
238 tons

40 bushels
U bushels

691 barrels
5 barrels

3836 pounds
£3186

CuredCod
Salmon
Herring
CodOil
Total value of fish products

Cultivated land
Hay
Barley
Oats
Potatoes
Turnips
Butter
Total value of agricultural produce

Cows
Horses
Sheep
Swine

Stephenville, spelled Stevenvtlle in the 1891 census
for the Iirst time is listed as being in the electoral
district of St. George. Since the previous census the
population had almost doubled from 267 to 430 (lOS
fa.milies) with 420 Roman Catholics. The remaining 10
still were Church of England people. The community
had only one church, Roman Catholic. and one priest.
The number of people listed as farmers had dropped to
seven but the number of "fishermen and others who
cultivate land", had risen to 58.

An older resident recalls that most crops were only
for personal use but that a few of the bigger farms sold
produce for a living. In this case the seven fanners
mentioned in the 1891census probably fell into this lat­
ter category.

Lobster
Cod
Salmon
Herring
CodLiver Oil

Hay
Oats

003 tons
S88bushels

An old photo of lobster pots in the Stephenville area
(Courtesy Kindale library).
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~ view01 Harmon Base builtby the Amencan government
In the 1940s and '50s

Fish, Agricultu ral Produce and r.lvesteck, 1911
Lobster (caught in 1422traps) 163 cases
Hening 2628barrels
Hay 695 tons
Potatoes :tr74 barrels
cabbage 17,934heads
Butter 5193pounds

The production of hay was up slightly to n6 tons with
a value of $35,920 while $10,038 worth of potatoes (2868
barrels) were grown. Strawberries are mentioned for
the first time with 1317gallons worth $2634.

Stephenville could still boast no work dogs but it was
credited with three "other dogs". The bovine popula­
tion numbered 211steers and 174 COWS which produced
a prodigious 87,000 gallons of milk and 1495 pounds of
butter. Sheep numbered 910, horses 66, and swine 28. In
addition, 780 chickens are mentioned which con­
tributed 2563 dozen eggs to the local economy. By this
time Stephenville had a nourishing agrarian economy
borne out by contemporary accounts. Stephen Le
Blanc said, "..; everyone had a cow, there was always
lots of fresh butter, strawberries and cream. Some
cultivated strawberries and sent them to the
mainland,"

An emerging lumber industry is discernible in the
figures. Six sawmills produced 13,000 feet of birch and
450,000feet of othe r woods, A monume ntal 44,440 fence
posts were cut. In a ll, 19,197 logs were sawn with a
value of $8,000 but the num ber of people emp loyed in
the operation was only nine. P resuma bly these worked
in the sawmills ra ther than in the woods. A sign of the
times was that 7,120rail road ties were cut with a value
of $I,n9 and 43 phone poles whose entire value was put
at $7 or 61' eac h.

The Great Depression of the 19305 seems to have
taken its toll eve n on governments for the next census
was not taken until 1935. By this time Stephenville had
grown once more to 926 people, a modest 12% increase.
The 1935 census shows nea rby Kippens spelled as Kip­
pers, a typographical error. The census takers appear
to be obsessed with small details and the format of the
census was changed to accommodate this, rendering it
almost unreadable,

In spite of the revised format it is possible to discern
that by 1935 Stephenville had a population of 926. all
Roman Catholics, the Anglican contingent having
finally disappeared. One hundred and fifty-four
families occupied 144 buildings whose combined value
was $94.000. The enumeration of land is somewhat
puzzling. Whereas in 1921, 6030 acres of "occupied
land" were reported, the total figure for 1935 is
reported as "42fi6acres of holdings", which is one-third
less. Further, only 887acres are under cultivation com­
pared to 4580 acres in the previous census. We are
unable to account for this large discrepancy but it is in­
teresting that the 887 acres under cultivation were
utilized a~ follows: Hay lands 806 acres (503 tons);

The golf course. the 81rfJeld, and in the background the
lamily housing umts 01 Harmon AirBase.

148
223
53

743
30

CO,",'S

Other horned cattle
Horses
Sheep
Swine

In addition, five tons of ice were cut and stored, the
first time such a commodity is mentioned. Among live­
stock a new category, dogs, is listed - those employed
in hauling wood and other economical work, and those
used as game dogs. Unfortunately, Stephenville could
boast of no dogs in either category but in nearby
Jerry's Nose seven work dogs were reported.

There were six people engaged in three sawmills, the
solitary miner of the 1901census still appeared to be
gainfu lly employed,

The census for 1921 recorded the first decline in
population: 817 inhabitants, 9 fewer than 1911 a nd
perhaps attributable to losses overseas in the Great
War. One hundred and forty-four families were living
in 132 houses and although the community again had
only one teacher, 195children out of a total of 250 under
15years were attending school. There was still only one
priest, and one merchant, but there now were three
people employed in government service, Farming had
reached new heights for of 6030 acres of occupied land,
4580 acres were under cultivation and 490 acres in
pasture.

previous. The literacy can be attributed to the increase
in numbers attending school with 102 children under
15; with 181 children still avoiding school. The sole
teacher (down from two in the previous census) must
have been fearfully overworked.

By 1911lhe population had increased 28% to 826with
approximately 130 families. Again the Anglicans
decreased now to six members. There now were five
teachers with 103students but ISOstill did not attend
school . The literate now outnumbered the illiterates by
378 to 278. The 420 Roman Catholics were still the sole
charge of one priest. Farmers numbered 26, fishermen
104,and for the first time the number of fishing vessels
used was recorded at ;)4
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-The old cootrol tower, nowdefunct, at Stephenville Airport

grain 44 acres (435 bushels of oats), turni ps 4 acres,
potatoes 31 acres (15,926 bushels), and cabbage 2
acres. Pasture accounted for 687 acres up from 400
acres in 1921. But the most interesting statistic ~ for
"woods or timber" which accounts for 2696 acres.
Prior to 1935no statistic for woodlands had been given
but it would appear that the cutting of wood may have
been more important than the raw figures indicate.

For example. a Mrs. Marsh who lived in Stephenville
in the 1930& recounted to her granddaughter. Lorraine
Gale. that many men in Stephenville worked in lumber
camps much of the year returning to the community in
the spring to help plant their gardens. and again in the
fall to harvest the crops. The vegetables .....ere stored in
root cellars until needed. The men then returned to the
lumber camps for much of the winter and this perhaps
explains the high number of sheep in the area for the
men were always requiring mittens and socks. These
were produced by the women. someimes at spinning
and knitting "frolics" as they were called.

These "frolics" occurred. when women went to one
house for an evening to help one woman get a start on
her year's spinning or knitting . In one evening it was
possible for a skilled knitter to produce one sock or
mitt. These communal activities combined work with
pleasure; a lunch was usually served, too. As Mrs.
Marsh said, "There were few parties other than occa­
sional card games, they worked too hard for much
else."

At some point prior to 1935the fishery appears to
have gone through some form of disaster. In 1911 the
community had 54 fishing vessels and 1422 lobster
traps. In 1921 the number of boats had dropped to 29,

but by 1935the census reports Stephenville with just
two dories, one cod trap and one herring net for a com­
bined value of only $70.

Other minute details reported in the 1935census in­
dicate while there were 25 mares and 'Z1horses, there
was one stallion. Similarly, there were 143 cows, et
steers, and 61 horned cattle under two years, but only
one bull. There were 453sheep and 'Z14lambs with just
four rams.

Mrs. Marsh's contention that most of the farm pro­
duce was for personal consumption is confirmed by the
census figures . Of 35,347 gallons of milk produced in
the year only 643gallons .....ere reported. as being sold.

The 1945 census of Stephenville shows a drop from
926 to 871. The decline is for two reasons. First. a
number of men from the comm unity had fought the Se­
cond World War in Europe and had not returned. Se­
cond, the war had brought with it the establishmen t of
an American air base at Stephenv ille that had dispos­
sessed many people and a number had left to farm
elsewhere.

The coming of the U.S. forces and their building of an
airport at Stephenville constituted a major social and
economic upheaval for the community that has yet to
be adequately documented. Newspaper reports in 1940
indicated. that the United States government was anx­
ious to build an airport somewhere in western New­
foundland. At this time the community was located in
thr ee distinct clusters. At the western end by S1.
Stephen's Church was the parish area. To the eas t and
north of this was what was known as "the village", and
east of that on the site of the present paper mill was 2

group of houses known as the "back of the pond" area
becauseof their location behind Stephenville Pond. It
was. this last group with their prime farm land who
were to be displaced.

American surveyors in 1941 deemed the "back of
pond" area has having rich soil, flat land, with
rela tively few rocks and little fog. Arrangements were
made with the British government to lease for 99 years
8159 acres of what was prime farm land. The New­
foundland government told the people that their land
was to be bought from them and asked them to value
the ir property. The people complied; one man reported
getting slightly more than he asked. foc, but apparently
after the initial assessments some people asked for
more money. As the arrangements were completed,
people were asked to leave their homes as quickly as
possible and in fact demolition began before everybody
had left.

r,

One of the massive hangars built in the 19505.



"We found it awful bad when we really first saw that
we were going to have to move - when they started
burning barns. " recalled Mrs . Marsh .

Some people left the area completely but many
others moved to the parish area at the west end of the
town. Monsignor Brennan is said to have sold parish
land to these people to build new homes on so the) '
could rem ain in his parish .

Many of the dispossessed farmers of Stephenville
were able to obtain work on the construction of the
base , but because many were unskilled much of the
work was of a menial nature including day and night
shifts . Compared to what was to take place in the 19505.
initial base activity was not great. One source men ­
tions 200 jobs being created. This seems plausible for
the 1945census puts the Stephenville population at only
871, a drop from 926in 1935. The religious composition of
the community shows that the first sign of change at
this time for in addition to 757 Roman Catholics there
appear 58 Anglicans , 25 United Church. 14
Pentecostals. 9 Salvation Army. and 8 others.

The same census indicates a marked decline in
agriculture. Only 80cows are reported compared to 140
ten years previous . Milk production had declined by
31% to 24,320gallons , but butler production had taken
the greatest tumble , down by 93% to ISO pounds .
Marginal gains appear to have been made in the
fishery which now reported 3 dories, one salmon trap,
five herring nets and 180lobster pots .

Educational statistics indicated that of the 593people
in the community, over the age of ten years, 523could

Today Ilghl lloat planes use Noers Pond whICh IS on

Harmon Base.
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read, 69 could not, and one person could read but was
unable to write.

The census from 1951was conducted by the Govern­
ment of Canada and lacked the new detail of former
statistics. The population figures were:
1951 1956 1!:161 1006 1971 1976 1981
2600 3762 6043 5910 7770 10,284 8876

It is clear from the dramatic increases in Stephen­
ville's population in this period that the major changes
in the town came after the war.

Harmon air force base
The Second World War and its aftermath brought

considerable changes to Stephenville through the
building of a United States Air Force base close by the
town. It was first established as Stephenville Air Force
Base in April 1941 but the name was changed to Harmon
Field in June the same year in honor of Captain Ernest
Emery Harmon of the U.S. Army Air Corps who had
been killed while flying in 1933.The base was fonnally
renamed Ernest Hannon Air Force Base in February
1948.

Until 1943the base was under the control of the Ll.S.
Army and was primarily an emergency landing field.
In September 1943Air Transport Command took over
the field which was ideally situated on a circuit bet­
ween the northeast United States and Europe. At that
time aircraft flying the AUantic needed a refueling
stop and Stephenville met this need for many years.

The initial temporary construction during the war
years employed approximately 200people. TIle second
round of construction came in June 1957 when $13
miUion was spent over two years in building 8 perma-
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The Salvation Army Chur ch at Stephenville ,

nent dormitories, 247 family housing units. a 600-seat
theatre and two 500-seat dining halls for military per­
sonnet. In addition, four sa-bed civilian dormitories
were built. The work was carried out by the American
Metcalf, Hamilton, and Kansas City Trust Company
and provided work for 700 Newfoundlanders with 1300
at the height of construction. Subsequently. there re o
mained a number of permanent jobs for people such as
truck drivers, machine operators, electricians ,
stenographers and clerks.

In October 1950,Harmon becam e part of the newly
formed Northeast Air Command which led to a peak of
construction activity between 1951and 1957when $95
million was spent on reconstruction and expansion. In
addition to improving the runway, taxiway, and ramp
system, eleven enormous hangars were built . a loo-bed
hospital, and two six-storey 700-man dormitories that
today house the Bay S1. George Community College .
On completion the basecomprised some 367 buildings .

Many of the hangars were known as wing-hangars on
account of their being deep enough to accommodate
only the front half of large aircraft. The hangar doors
had openings that allowed them to close about the tail
section leaving it outside . According to Derek Ham­
mond , this allowed mechanics to perform every type of
job on the aircraft save for a landing gear retraction.

In 1957the Northeast Air Command was dissolved
and Harmon was transferred to the Eighth Air Force
of the Strategic Air Command. Over the years Har­
mon's purpose had changed but essentially it always
remained a forward base for the U.S. Air Force. In­
itially, when DC&; and Constellations flew from Har­
mon, they landed to refuel. By the lime the Strategic

Air Command had taken over in 1957plan es were no
longer landing to refuel ; instead. refuelling ta nker a ir­
craft stationed at Harmon took the fuel up to the pass ­
ing planes .

The Strategic Air Command 's purpose was to keep
bombers in the air 24 hours a day 365 days a yea r in
readiness for immediate operation. To refuel these
bombers (genera lly jet-engined 847s and B52s) re­
quired the services of a squadron of KC97s, the
military version of Boeing Strate-Cruisers. The KC97s .
whose crews were al ways in a sta te of alert. would fly
as high and as fast as possible trailing a fueling hose
which the jet bombe r would nose into to refuel. Once
jet-engined tankers came into service, with their in­
creased range and speed making them capable of
operating from the United States . forward bases such as
Stephenville were no longer necessary.

Derek Hammond recalls that there were alway s
about 20 tanker aircraft at Harmon , but their number
quadrupled during the Cuban missile crisis of 1962.
Fearing that their refueling bases in Florida were
vulnerable to attack, the Americans moved aircraft to
Stephenville. This put a considerable strain on the local
car-hire services. To travel between the dormitories
and the aircraft each crew required its ownvehicle a nd
the demand for cars quite outstripped the supply .

A squadron of fighter planes was also stationed at
Stephenville. Initially these were F89s (Scorp ions). but
later they were replaced by FI02s .

The base had profound economic effects on Stephen­
ville. Before the building of the base Stephenville had
one bar and two stores. there was no electricity and the
roads were unpaved . The base changed all this . In fact .
as former mayor J . Alex Gillis said. "The base ab­
sorbed the town:' The number of jobs exceeded the
local labor supply and very quickly people moved in
from other parts of Newfoundland and the base sup­
plied training to hundreds of Newfoundlanders.

Nevertheless, the development of Stephenville was
unlike that of most towns. There was always an air of
impermanence as though things would not last. When
the town expanded to accommodate the burgeoning
population it was in the way of frontier towns of the old
west. The stores were a series of facades coverin g
wooden buildings. Apartment complexes resembled
barracks more than homes .

The social and cultural effects were plainly visib le a t
the time but less evident now. While most of the
original Stephenville inhabitants appear to have been
more or less bilingual in 1941. their English see med

looking west on Main Street in Stephenville today.



strangely accented to American ears who labelled it
"quaint". Being relatively unskilled, many Stephen­
ville people foond themselves in menial jobs and at­
tempts were made to alleviate this through the crea­
tion of a Civilian Advisory Council.

Some people tried to copy American speech patterns,
but Newfoondlanders resented people .....ho tried to 'talk
like Yanks". The American servicemen's tours of dutv
at gtephenvtlle were short, generally a couple of years.
but it was long enough for them to become acquainted
with Newfoundland girls and for many years one of
Stephenville's greatest exports was its women. It has
been said that many Americans prefer blondes, but they
were in short supply in Stephenville, so the beauty
salons did a brisk trade turning brunettes into blondes

Before the base was built, Stephenville people had
relatively limited access to liquor, but for those who
worked on the base liquor was cheap and plentiful
which brought its share of problems for Newfound.
landers and Americans. One inhabitant recalls,
"American servicemen lined up on both sides the en­
tire length of Main Street with everybody fighting.
You'd think there was a war on."

The social effects were not all bad and it is apparent
to even the casual observer today that a number of
positive qualities often associated with American
culture are still evident. One is optimism. The calm
self-assurance and belief that they can overcome
obstacles, a quality often associated with Americans,
is equally evident in the people of Stephenville. This
positive attitude is evident in the officials one meets
and in the promotional material the town has produc­
ed. It is even evident in the way the people have
adapted to losing the base. Many see it in a positive
light providing an opportunity finally to develop the
town on a permanent basis with an identity of its own.

Labrador Linerboard Mill
The Labrador Linerboard mill was the brainchild of

the Smallwood administration and had its origins in
1965 when 20 cords of black spruce were Flown to
Sweden for mill testing. The objective was to produce
thin, strong, long-Iibred Scandinavian-type Iinerboard
that would surpass that made in the United States us­
ing southern pine. Linerboard is the smooth, thin,
pliable board used to cover the corrugated cardboard
of packing cartons. The idea was to cut spruce in
Labrador, ship it, then transport it in special 35,ooo-ton
ships to Stephenville where it would be processed in a
brand-new plant at the rate of 1,000tons of linerboerd a

ReSidential district 01 Stephenville today
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A modern residential section 01 Stephenville with Indian
Head in the background

day. The output was destined for the European market.
After an initial feasibility study which predicted the

project would cost in the region of $53 millio n, the
Javelin Paper Corporation under John C. Doyle agreed
to construct and operate the mill. A wholly-owned sub­
sidiary Javelin Forest Products Ud., had the task of
CUlling the timber on 25,000square miles of Labrador
forest to which the parent company had acquired
rights from the Newfoundland government.

The machines for the plant were designed by Mon­
treal engineering company E & B Cowan Ltd. and were
built by WalrnsJeys Ud. in Britain. The actual machine
was the third largest in the world being 500feet long.
Construction began in t971 with a target date for com­
pletion of July 1972.The main contractor was McAlpine
of Newfoundland, a subsidiary of a large British
construction company, and employed 904 people. An
additional 403people worked for 15subcontractors and
the payroll amounted to $1 million a month.

Costs for the project proved higher than predicted
and financing for the project ran into troub le during
the winter of '71·'72. The Newfoundland government
had guaranteed $35 million of the costs but the clause
specifying this appeared to be open-ended and there
seemed to be nothing limiting the government's liabili­
ty. By the spring of 1972the adm inistration, now the
Progressive Conservatives under Premier Frank
Moores, bought out Doyle for approximately $5 million
and turned the million into a crown corporation.

The mill located to the east of Stephenville airport.
finally started production in 1973 and eventually
employed 550 people. It was not a success. From the
beginning it was plagued by the high cost of raw
material. The original feasibility of the plant was bas­
ed on raw material being available at $Z7 a cord but
this escalated to $80 a cord and at one point $105a cord.
An editorial in the Corner Brook Western Star, 15
December 1975, estimated the mill was costing the
Newfoundland taxpayer $2million a month. From 1974
to 1975the mill lest $21 million which increased to $34
million in 1975-76, culminating in $41 million in 1977.
Linerboard that was selling at $188a ton in 1977was
costing the corporation $565 a ton to produce while U.S.
mills were producing it for $130a ton.

In November 1976 the provincial government ap­
pointed an advisory board of business and paper in­
dustry people to study the mill's future, but before the
advisory board had finished its study the government
decided in April 1977to close down the mill.

By 1977the Labrador Linerboard mill had aecumu-



The9-holegolt course byStephenvilleAirport withthe paper
millin the background.

lated debts of over $200 million. Losses for 1977 were
predicted at $54 million, and finance minister William
Doody feared that these would not be met from the pro­
vince's current account. Accordingly, he and Premier
Moores went to Ottawa to try to raise $30 million from
the federal government. They were unsuccessful. In
the budget speech of 28 April 1977 Doody announced
that the mill would be phased out over a four- to stx­
month period to use up existing stocks of wood.
Workers who stayed the full six months were to be
given six months' severance pay. This was a bitter
blowto the people ot Stephenville who were witnesses to
the disappearance of the town's sole industry for the
second time in 12 years.

The decision to close the mill was much criticized.
Some said that the government should have delayed its
decision until the report of the advisory board had been
published . Fuel was added to this argument when a
leaked version of the report published in the St. John 's
Daily New . suggested that the mill could be made
viable in three years through improvements such as a
steam turbine generator to produce electricity for the
plant , and making use of birch , recycled cardboard,
and sawmill refuse . Cost of the improvements was
estimated at $12.3 million. The mill manager, J.B .
Sweeney , who had 35 years' experience in the paper in­
dustry thought the mill could make a profit of three to
six million dollars by 1979-80. He had already in­
stigated measures to save $6 million in the six months
he had been there .

But when the advisory board-preliminary report was
finally presented to the House it said nothing of Im-

provements. It said that the government would spend
$90million over the next three years if it closed the mill
and $118million if it left it open. Therefore it could not
advise the mill be kept open.

The mill closed 29 August 1m. By this time it was
employing only 100 people . Frank Moores gave three
reasons why the mill failed : first , the price of raw
material was too high ; second , small independent
mills were in a difficult position competing with mills
that were part of huge pulp and paper organizations;
and third , senior management problems - although he
was not referring to the present management.

In January of 1m, outgoing president Howard In­
gram mentioned one factor that Moores had not includ­
ed. He said it was impossible to use the good supply of
nearby cheap timber because it was aU tied up under
woods' rights held by Bcwater and Price which ran the
other paper mills in the province .

Premier Moores summed it up later. He said that the
Progressive Conservatives had bought out the mill
while it was still under construction and opened it in
1973. Even then, they had dobuts about the viability of
the mill, but he added , " In the interests of the people of
Stephenville, we felt that the project should be given a
chance with the hope that losses could be kept at a
manageable level." But losses amounted to a subsidy
of $80,000per worker per year and the government con­
cluded that losses of that magnitude were obviously
prohibitive.

The Church
Until 1940 Stephenville was an almost entirely

French-speaking Roman Catholic community. The
census records from 1857 to 1940 indicate there were
never more than two dozen Anglicans living in
Stephenville. In 1873 the Right Reverend Thomas
Sears, Prefect Apostolic of Western Newfoundland,
visited Stephenville in order to choose the site of a
parish. lie noted in a letter to the Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith that the inhabitants had
already started building a church in 1869. Monsignor
Sears admired the church's external proportions but
was disappointed by the interior because it had a flat
ceiling like that of a house. The people explained they
knew of no other way of making the building sufficient­
ly strong to withstand the local gales, so Monsignor
Sears supplied them with a design in which the finished
church had a 24-ft. vaulted ceiling and a small tower at
the west end . The completed church was called St.
Stephen 's and stood on the site of the present priest's
home until 1910.

Harmon Base tOday- Manyof the houses are still in use.



Stephenville was recognized as a parish in 1874that
then included the Port au Port Peninsula and the
Stephenville Crossing area . The first baptism in the
new church was of Samuel. born to William Hynes and
Caroline Marche . The first resident priest was Father
J oseph vemeeu (or Veronneau; sources differ- in the
spelling l.lle came from Canada in 1876and stayed till
1879 or 1880. Prior to his tenure, services were held
monthly by Father Boulanger who was stationed at
Sandy point.

Following Father Verneau was Father Dean
O'Rourke who served from 1879-1899 who may have
been assisted by Father D. Mcinnis for the dates of his
tenure are given as 1896-1899. At the turn of the century
Father P.W. Browne arrived and stayed until 1906. It
was during this period that a separate parish was
established at Port au Port .

The year 1906marked the arrival of Father Patrick
F. Adams from Gas~ (later Monsignor Adams) who
was to remain parish priest of Stephenville until his
death in 1937. He came by train to Stephenville Cross­
ing and was driven by horse and carriage to Stephen­
ville by a parishioner.

Father Adams set about building a new church and
had Bishop Neil McNeil lay the foundation stone for a
new wooden structure in 1908. This seems appropriate
for Archbishop McNeil appears to have been a craft­
sman in his own right who is reported to have taught
masonry and carpentry.

The new church had a dome of hard pine and was
first used to celebrate Midnight Mass 24 Decembe r
1909. Among the men who worked on the church which
was completed in 1910were Joe Russell. Peter White,
and J oseph Gallant all of Stephenville. During the 194(»
two wings were added to the church.

In the 1920sMonsignor Adams had a convent con­
structed for the Presentat ion Sisters. It was completed
11 November 1925and housed Mother Superior Sister
Agnes O'Keefe, and Sisters DeLourdes King, Aloysius
Penney a nd Dominic Cousins. One source credits the
establishment of the s isters as possibly being the
beginning of the use of English in the comm unity.

A Mrs. McNeil recalls, "Father Adams was the law
in Stephenville." It appears that Father Adams gave
advice to parents on how to raise their children to be
healthy. Part of this advice must have been to go ea rly
to bed for Stephen Gallant is reported as say ing,
"Father Adams walked from his house to Kippens with
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S'- Stephen 's Church (1910. 1969) from an old
photograph (Courtesy Kincale Library)

a big stick driving in any children on the road after
dark."

Monsignor Adams died in 1937 and was succeeded by
the Right Reverend Walter Brennan who served from
1938 to 1951 and also acted as chaplain to the United
States Air Force.

The Right Reverend Patrick J . Bromley came from
Conche in 1951and served until 1976. It was during this
time that St. Stephen's Church, which had been built in
1910, was destroyed in a spectacular blaze 6 October
1969. It was rebuilt in a modern sty le and dedicated by
the Most Revere nd Richard T. McGrath, 2 June 1971.

In 1976Monsignor Gerald W. Hull became priest of
the par ish and served until his death in 1984. Father
Hilary Mahar was assistant priest during Monsignor
Hull's last years and succeeded him as temporary ad­
ministrator until 18July 1984. The present parish priest
of St. Stephen's is Father Bernard Buckle. It

St. Stephen's church in the early 19405 before the wings
were added . (Courtesy KUldale LIbrary) . Interior of the present-day 51.Stephen 's church buln in 1971.
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The area today

the town

Town with a future
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Kevin Walsh, pharamacist
and local businessman, has

been mayor of Stephenville as
he says, "On and off for 20
years." He came to the town
(rom 51. John's in 1952and has
seen the town weather a number
of changes.

"The Americans had just
started rebuilding parts of the
base when J arrived. It had been
more or less left at the end of the
second World War but then with
the Korean War and the Cold
War, the U.S. decided to revive
it. First it was just servicemen.
but then they brought their
families and there was not
enough room for them on base so
we started to build houses and
apartments for them. There
wasn't too much direction to the
expansion so the town incor­
porated in 1952or '53 to control
it.

"There was a great deal that
needed to be done, water and
sewage, streets to be built. I was
from outside but I wanted to
help, so I thought I'd become a
councillor for a couple of
years," laughs Kevin. "I was
eJected mayor in 1965and that
was the year the Americans an­
nounced they were dosing the
base. Oh, boy, what a shock that
was!

"Of course there were always
rumors that the base was going
to dose, so you got use to it after
awhile. But when it finally hap­
pened it was more of a relief
than anything. We told ourselves
that it's finally happened so now
we can get on with planning
what we are going to do with this
town.

"It was a strange place
because nobody came from
Stephenville and nobody imagin-

Mayor KeVin Walsh

ed they would stay so they didn't
bother to plant trees, lawns or
flowers. Some people had to go
to other bases, Goose Bay or
Argentia, so they could get their
time in for their pensions. But
they left their families here so
that Stephenville became a dor­
mitory town for awhile."

When the base closed its

assets were given to the New­
foundland government which set
up the Harmon Corporation, a
sort of municipal government
run on a capitalistic basis. It had
considerable assets in land and
property which it leased and
sold to raise money to finance
the town.

In 1969 when Kevin moved
residence from the town to the
base he put himself outside the
town limits of Stephenville so
had to give up his position as
mayor. Later after the town ex­
tended its boundaries Kevin re­
joined the town council.

"Joey, our premier, set up a
big mill here to produce liner­
board in the late '60s. It wasn't
too successful. The government
had been financing it for some
time before they closed it. The
people in Stephenville weren't
too surprised. They were happy
to work there but they couldn't
see how it could last.

"Since then Abitibi Price have
taken over the mill and con­
verted it to the manufacture of
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newsprint. You can sense the
change, the permanency. All the
little support industries are
beginning to come in. You can
look across the street and see a
department store being built.
That's permanence. When peo­
ple have the feeling that Abitibi
Price is going to be here forever
you don't mind putting $50,000­
$100,000 into a home.

"Some things are frustrating.
We have a magnificent airport

but it's underutilized while just
90 miles away at Deer Lake
they're spending millions
building one up.

"I would describe this as an
independent type of community.
We've had hard times, times
when we weren't sure we could
pay salaries, but we've had good
administration. We moved to a
real property tax structure
years ago. Many communities
charge a yearly service fee but

it's difficult to collect. People
disappear without paying it. We
have one of the lowest tax rates
in the province while giving one
of the best dollar values. We are
the only town in Newfoundland
with its own paid fire depart­
ment going back 20 years. We
did it by countering every
nickel. Well, we used to be the
largest town in Newfoundland,
we had to show some kind of
leadership," concludes Kevin."

The view from both sides of the fence

T he Town Hall at Stephen­
vilJe is a spacious, one­

storey building with a brightly
decorated interior and a large
council chamber containing a
massive, locally made,
triangular oak table.

"This used to be the American
global communications centre,"
explains town manager Willie
McNeil. "After the base closed
we got it and used a DREE grant
to renovate it. The building is
split in half with the fire depart­
ment on the other side.

" 1was born and raised here in
Stephenville, one of the few."
says Willie, one of a family of 16.
His mother was a Gallant, his
father a French-speaking native
of Codroy.

Stephenville Council's cnamoets and the trtenqurer oak lable made by a local
craftsman.

"Growing Up here it was
always a boom-or-bust situation.
first with the base closing, then
the mill. But there was always a
lot of bounce in the people. The
town also had a lot of things on a
smaller scale that you would
find in a large city. Swimming
JXK)I, golf course. stadium, and a
gymnasium with one of the bet­
ter basketball courts in New­
foundland."

The sporting facilities must
have influenced Willie for after
a brief stint working in
Bowater's mill at Corner Brook
he went to Memorial University
to study Physical Education.
Later he taught at Stephenville,
Port au Port and St. Georges but
ultimately quit that to go into the
real estate business .

..A friend and I put a real
estate company together," ex­
plains Willie. "The idea was that
he would build and I would sell. I
called it Bedrock Realty, got the
idea from a geology book.
Names are very important and
Bedrock sounded solid. But my
friend got out of the business so I
ended by building houses
myself.

"That was in the early '70s.
From 1975to 1979I was a Liberal
Member of the House of
Assembly in St. John's. It was
interesting; Ed Roberts was
Liberal leader at the time. We
were sitting in opposition, but
we had a good rapport with
other members on an individual
basis. Still, it was a total learn-



ing experience. At a distance it
looked a very super structure
with everything so well done,
but once you were in your view
changed."

Williebecame Town Manager
1 January 1983 and aJlowed his
business interests to lie dormant
to avoid any conflict of interest
between his private and public
life. But he admits that having
been on both sides of the
bureaucratic fence is valuable
experience.

" It 's an asset having been a
developer," says Wilie,
"because you understand some

Coming of age

W e found Earl White in his
office. He is a quiet,

pleasant man, his dark hair and
Norman features hint at his
French ancestry. His office con­
tains simple pine furniture made
by a local craftsman. Earl offers
us a chair and waits attentively
for the interview to begin. With
the late afternoon summer sun
shining through the window we
can imagine ourselves in rural
France, but actually we are sit­
ting in the Stephenville town hall
with the town clerk.

"Yes, the Whites would have
been called Leblanc here origi­
nally," agrees Earl. "But they
anglicized the name about 100
years ago. My father spoke
French but my mother was Scot­
tish from Codroy and spoke En­
glish to us. Now, my cousins,
when they left home, they spoke
only French.

When I grew up here it was
mostly farming. The young men
used to go away to Sydney to
work in the steel mills and to
Maine to cut railraod ties. I
remember the base being built,
just barely. It was being done in
a great hurry. Some of the houses
were used as military residences,
then they took them down. Some
homes they destroyed with a bull­
dozer simply by running into
them.

"My father hauled freight from

of the frustrations they have in
dealing with government and
why everything takes so long.
The system is not speedy
because it is a stage-by-stage
process as each department and
committee examines the
developers' plans in turn. But I
try to speed up the process and I
make sure that people are not
held up for a permit without a
good reason."

Much of Willie's time seems to
be spent in deciding how best to
spend the town's taxes and how
to augment them using the
various cost-sharing schemes of
the provincial and federal

Earl White

Stephenville Crossing with a
horse and cart and in between
that he had his own cattle and he
pretty well took care of aU his
own food except for flour, sugar,
and things like that. When the
base came we had to leave and
Father got a job as oiler on a
steam shovel. But at the same
time he bought eight acres of
land, kept his horse, hens, and
sheep and went on planting his
potatoes. He never let that go.
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governments.
"Water and sewer is

sometimes not cost-sharable but
road capping and paving is.
Each year we get a Canada
Works program and this year
we are re-Iocating our municipal
dump and moving the garage.
We have just bought a vacuum
sweep truck. We used to sweep
by hand and we could only
sweep twice in the summer
period. Now we can keep rolling
all summer long," he concludes.

Stephenville should be looking
spruce and clean for the
Stephenville Festival this year.

~

..My uncle, he worked on the
base fire station, but he kept up
hisowngardening all his lifetime.
Stan Whiteat the hotel, he has his
garden right by the hotel. One
night I walked into the bar and
there was no talking going on.
Stan had come in with one of his
turnips and he wanted people to
try it. Everybody was busy chew­
ing turnip."

Earl is one of four brothers and
five sisters. His mother nowis90,
his grandfather lived to be 86.
Many of the original inhabitants
of Stephenville seem to be
remarkably long-lived. Perhaps
it was good food, certainly the
hard work didn't kill them. Earl
studied commerce at Halifax and
worked for two years in a char­
tered accountant's office before
coming to work for the town 20
years ago.

"The military base certainly
affected the town," says Earl. "I
remember as I grew up it was
often said, we don't want to spend
too much on the property, it's
only temporary. They said the
base may close next year and our
jobs will be gone. Main Street
was only temporary, all false
fronts. The Americans referred
to it as 'The Patch'. Council was
sympathetic when people said
they didn't want to invest too
much money for fear of losing
their investment.



Jim Andrews With Captain leroy White. Edward Gale and Gordon Snow .
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"Starting in about t!172 the push
was to improve and it became
stronger when the base closed.
People realized that we were go­
ing to bepermanent so there was
more of a push to have a
permanent-looking town.

"An interesting thing about
Stephenville was that a lot of so­
cial life was built around the

The m en to call

"I really came here as a
Power Plant Operator but

I ended up as a firefighter in­
stead," explains Stephenville
Fire Chief Jim Andrews.

Jim came to Stephenville in
1950from Point Leamington in
Notre Dame Bay. The Harmon
Air Base needed its own fire
department mostly for aircraft
that might crash but also to
safeguard the buildings on the
base.

"There were a number of
crashes, mostly smaller jet fight­
ers but we also had a big KC!17
refuelling tanker go down and a
C124 crashed up in the moun­
tains. Apassenger plane crashed
on the approach by the pond. You
can still see the superstructure of
the a pproach lights there are a
bit broken up.

"Of course, the Base phased
out in 1966, so I applied for two
jobs. One with the town, the other
with the Ministry of Transport

base. They had a lot of clubs, like
the NCO cluh which was a big
part of the community. People
whoworked on the base, and a lot
did, had special passes so were
allowed in for chea p drinks and
entertainment. We didn't have a
stadium until the base closed.

Two of Earl's sisters married
Americans, still he is skeptical

Fire Chief Jim Andrews

about the social value of a socie­
ty that revolves around an
armed forces base.

"Put it this way, says Earl. "If
you were to live here I would wish
you well. I would wish for you to
grow up in a community like this
one now, not a base community.
I wouldn't wish you to grow up in
that environment." ~

(MOT>. 1 got both jobs on the
same day," laughs Jim. "But I
had to make a choice and I took
some time making it.

"I had pretty well established
my home here and I wasn't sure
whether aircraft would continue
to land here or whether MOT
would stay. I figured I would go
with the town because if the town
dies I will have to leave, but if it
lives .... Well, it worked out.

"We have 15 firemen," says
Jim. "There are three on duty at
any time. We can call in more if
we need them. Wehave three fire
trucks and another on order."

Insurance fire surveys recorn­
mend the type of fire service ca­
pacity a town requires. Because
Stephenville has a couple of six­
s torey blocks (buill by the U.S.
govern ment as aircrew dormito­
r ies, but today housing the Bay
St. George Community College)
it really needs an aerial ladder
truck.

"St. John's, Carbonear,
Gander, and Corner Brook have
them," says Jim. "Trouble is, a
l00-ft. aerial, which is what I
need, would cost $200,000 and
would be too heavy to run on a
first alarm. And I've only got one
building 1 really need it for. It
could stand idle most of the year
and I can'! justify that."

Fortunately. the six storey
building is buill way beyond the
minimum fire regulation
standards.

"It has smoke-barrier doors,
the escape routes are complete­
ly separate from the main part of
the building and there's no reason
anybody should be trapped be­
cause of a fire. We have had a



couple of minor fires on the fifth
floor but we were able to contain
them with only minor damage."

The depa r tment is getting a
new 840-gallon-a-minute truck
with a 36-ft. ladder, and new
positive-pres sure breathing ap­
par at us for the firemen . Jim
thinks they should be able to han­
dle a nything in Stephenville.

What should the average per­
son do about being caught in a

businesses

fire?
" Know your escape routes . I

think one of the main reasons that
people get trapped, especially
when they are in strange build­
ings like hotels, is they don't
know which way to go. They
should also get out immediately
and not wait to find out if the fire
is serious. Once hallways become
blocked with smoke it becomes
very hard to get out. Get out of
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your room, close the door behind
you , alert people in nea rby
rooms , then get out. "

Jim then had his men , Captain
Leroy White, and firefighters Ed­
ward Gale (known as Jughead)
and Gordon Snow (or Jigger Bil­
ly ), bring the fire trucks out on
the forecourt to have their pic­
tures taken . If you have a fire in
Stephenville , these are the men to
call. ~

Keeping on top of it

B usinessma n Jerome De)­
a ney, 58, is owner and

founder of Delaney Lumber Ud. ,
one of the largest lumber and
hardware outlets in Stephenville .

"I was born in Gull Island , Con­
ception Bay." say s Jerome. " I
came to Stephenville to work at
the Harmon Base and was work­
ing ther e as an electrician when
I left in 1952 to start this business .
I had my brother Leo with me
and a couple of employees. We
sold coal, fuel , oil, lumber and
hardware."

Thirty-two years later Jerome
is still operating from the same
address but his business had
mushroomed to a three-storey
34.000sq . ft. building with a staff
of 28managed by his son Robert.
The interior of the building is
neatly laid out with broad walks

Jerome Delaney

between displays. Across the
street is the Delaney 's magnifi­
cent home.

Soft-spoken and unassuming

Jerome expla ins that building a
business in Stephenville has not
alway s been easy .

" Economic instability was a
threat for a long time in this
town. You were never sure when
the base was going to close so you
were scared to invest. Other
more stable towns might go up
and down two or three percent.
Here it was more likely to go up
and down 30 or 40 per cent. You
don't like to gamble. You could
invest $100,000 this year and
maybe next year the economy
would begone. There were times
when I wondered if I would have
to move, but now the paper mill
is operating and there 're a num­
ber of things going on in town.
Business last year was quite good
and perhaps this year will be
better."

~
_ , Newfoundland Egg Marketing Board
•• 1

MIl ........
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Jerome admits that despite the
problems, his business has been
a success.

..I guess I kept my finger on the
pulse of the business, " he says
with a grin. " You don't work a
business eight hours a day, you
put in whatever it tak es , even if
it 's 15 or 18 hours a day . I've
worked hours and hours after
midnight here.

"If people put in an order today
they don 't want that order for
delivery next week or the week
after. You've got to make up the
orders and get them out. You
can 't push it all aside and say ,
'I'll get that out next week ' be­
cause by next week the fellow
won't want it. You have to be on
top of things all the time to have
a successful business. "

Jerome has three sons . One
son, Brian, works as a physician
at Stephenville Crossing. Wayne
operates Sportsworld, a sporting
goods store on Main Street which
is another family venture, and
Robert manages the lumber and
hardware business.

Delane y l imber lid

"I suppose Rober t will take here all day long. And I can't see
over here some day, but I'm not myself walking around the street
looking forward to re tirement," looking for something to do
adm its Jerome. "Anybody who either. No, you have to be active
looks forward to re ti rement and as long as you are active, you
mightaswellbedead. l don'lbe- have to keep business going, "
lieve in retirement. I couldn't see concludes Jerome, as with old
myse lf retiring and si tt ing in the wor ld courtesy he bids us good­
house over there looking over bye to return to his customers.

~

Ha:d work is not a stranger

S ta n White is one of the origi­
nal inhabitants of Stephen­

ville. His great-grandfather was
the brother of Stephen LeBlanc,
a founder of the town. Stan is a
trim, compact man who looks
about 50 but is actually 70. He
rises at five each morning and
spends his time cutting wood. He
probably does not need to since
he owns the town's two major
hotels, but working hard is not a
habit he gives up easily.

" We farmed enough to eat, "
says Stan. "We couldn't sell it be­
cause nobody had any money and
there was no transportation and
no road. I think once they grew
toomany potatoes and somebody
came in to buy them . but that
only happened twice . My father
fished for lobster and sold it to a
plant, but that was only three
months a year. The men used to StanWhile
go to work in the lumber.camps
summer and winter . Things were "I remember when I was nine
rough . years old. I hadn't a copper and

we had nothing at home, but
there were a lot of rabbits where
I lived and I knew there were peo­
pie who would buy them. So I got
my grandfather to give me a few
snares and show me how to catch
rabbits . I did very well. I skinned
the rabbits and sold the skins for
5( and the meat for lot. I would
make 40( to 60f a day . Men work­
ing on the roads for the govern­
ment only made 10(:an hour.

"The next year I had another
plan. I had no trouble selling
skins , but they had to be well
fixed. So I decided to catch
muskrat and weasels . My grand­
father showed me how to fix their
skins . While my father was gone
into the woods , I caught 13
weasels and 69 muskrats .
Muskrats averaged 60(, weasels
Sot. That was more money than
my father made in the woods in
six weeks .

"We took the skins to the Cross­
ing. They would not give you
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and made some kind of supper.
Then we slept. When we thought
daylight was coming we got up.
There was a lot of snow and by
the time we finished there we had
made 10 steps down to our camp.
People who came there could
never understand how we stuck it
out.

"We would work for a couple of
months and make a couple of

e\panding markerc

managing 11K2(X}.mllceone

promoung Quahl) f ..h and
ceafood

but it was January, cold, and the
dough wouldn't rise. But they
soon found a solution.

"We had a lot of hlankets and
we all slept together in one
bunk," recalls Stan. "We put the
bread pan between us, it was the
only way we could get it to rise.

"I tell you, we worked hard. We
had no watch. We worked each
day until dark , then we lit a fire

cash, but there was a grocery
store. We bought bags of flour,
($2.10for 100lbs.). bags of sugar
(se a pound), a crate of tea, and
enough food to pile high our horse
and carl. I felt proud, as though
I was 20 years old, not 10," says
Stan .

Stan was 14before he owned a
pair of shoes. There was a school
but he attended it infrequently,
perhaps one week in three
months. Stan's father wanted
him to go to school but after the
incident with the muskrat skins
the matter was dropped.

" I wasn't interested in school ,
but I can read now. With 60years
fooling around you're bound to
learn things," quips Stan.

On 18August 1929at the age of
15, Stan went to work in the
woods. He knew no English and
it was a year before he could be­
gin to understand other New­
foundlanders. Even today he says
he thinks in French before he
speaks in English.

"Sometimes you can't think it
fast enough, " he says with a grin.

lIe talks about cutting wood.
"It takes three years' experience
before you can cut any amount of
wood," says Stan. "A good man,
work ing by hand, can cut about
two cords a day, We would cut
three once we were used to it."

Stan cut wood for 14 years. In
1937he and two of his brothers
walked to Corner Brook to find
work. Many men were unem­
ployed and all the jobs were
taken, but the Whites had good
references. They were offered
the job of cutting 300 cords of
wood in a remote area that no­
body else was prepared to cut.

"We walked 17miles to the big
camp," says Stan. "But it was
full and too far from where we
would work. So we made our own
camp, the three of us. We
shovelled down through four feet
of snow and built a camp using
sticks stuffed with moss and
hay."

They had no stove, but found an
old one, broke it into pieces using
a hammer, then constructed a

smaller one using wire to hold the I I~==========::pieces in place. They mixed
dough for bread each evening,
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hundred dollars, then go home for
a week, I would give it to my fam­
ily, perhaps keep $10, then go
back to the woods. We got $2.10a
cord cutting wood. When the
Americans arrived I got a job
laboring, later I got a job on the
boilers. I was making $62every
two weeks.

"There were thousands of
Americans here, but to me and

Winterhouses

all my friends they were good
people. In fact a lot of people took
advantage of them. They would
do anything for you and I had
more friends than I have ever
known."

Stan explains that in 1956, while
working in the woods, he decided
he wanted to build a hotel but had
no money. He sold his car for $300
and that became his capital. He

cut the wood himself and built
White's Hotel. The building has
grown since then and Stan leaves
the running of the business to his
son.

"Running a hotel is too easy for
me. I like hard work," he says,
with a grin. "I tell you I feel just
as good as ever I did, and I can
work the same. The only thing
now, I got more appetite. I got to
watch myself or I get fat!" I!

T he sign over the craft shop
on Main Street in Stephen­

ville reads Beavercraft. Many of
the local customers call it Paula's
after its owner Paula Wareham,
but Paula calls the business Win­
terhouses.

"I settled on Beavercraft for
the name of the store when I first
opened even though I didn't like
it," explains Paula, 30. "When I
incorporated three years ago I
had to settle on a name , and Win­
terhouses appealed to me be­
cause it suits the type of items I
sell."

That statement warrants a bit
of an explanation. The labels on
the handmade sweaters, mittens,
hats, and parkas that Paula de­
signs and sells explain the sig-

nificance of the name.
"The traditional pattern of liv­

ing for most Newfoundlanders
was to have two houses during
the year - a summer tilt near the
coast where their fishing opera­
tions were based, and a winter-

I house farther inland where there
was plenty of firewood for the
winter and protection from harsh
storms.

"The women did most of their
craftwork at the winterhouses,"
explains Paula. "It was there
that their knitting, mat-hooking
and dufflework was done. I am
very happy with the name and I
want to become known by that
label here in Newfoundland and
in the mainland Canadian
market."

Paula is already very success­
ful at the wholesale and retail lev­
el. Her original sweaters, parkas
and the traditional thrummed
hats and gloves are sold at retail
outlets across Newfoundland and
in cities across mainland Cana­
da. Paula also attends craft
shows and sells at the retail lev­
el herself. She has sold in New­
foundland, Halifax, Toronto and
Fredericton and this year has
been "accepted" to display at the
craft show in Ottawa.

"I say accepted because it is a
juried show," she explains,
"which means that there are pe0­
ple competing from across Cana­
da for the 250spaces at the show.
Only the best are accepted and I
am very proud to be one of
them."

Paula says salesmen are often
surprised when they ask for the
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