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DICKSBVVBsh
Volume 13, Number 5, September-October 1984

To our subscribers

T his edition marks the completion of two yea rs
of Decks Awash on a paid subscr iption basis.

We have survived, but just barely. While many of
you have renewed your subscriptions, there a re
st ill many more who have not yet renewed . Plea se
look at your address label where you will find your
expiry date in the upper righthand corner. If it
rea ds "E XP IRES OCTOBER 84:" and you haven 't
re new..ed, this will be your last issue. If you enjoy
rea ding Decks Awash. plea se renew now and don't
miss an issue .

We thank our advertisers, many of whom have
been with us since February 1981when we first
carried ads, Often readers have told us they read
about a product in Dec ks Awash , Our advertising
revenue tips the sca les in favor of continued pub­
lication,

We hesitate to mention Christmas in October but

Dec ks Awash makes a great gift for friends and
relatives, particularly if they live some distance
away. For just $9 we'll send a year 's subscription
anywhere in the world and we also send a card to
announ ce your gift . Youdon't have towrap the gift ,
we pay the postage, and your gift lasts an entire
yea r.

We had more material than space in thi s issue.
Thus . we have no item on shipwrecks. We will,
however, have one in the November-December
issue.

Meanwhile , don't forget to renew your subscrip­
tion and tell friends about us, too, Next time we'll
be in the St. Lawrence area.
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MEETING THE CHALLENGE

As the Provin cial Mrmsters of Development and Fisheries we are confident thaI Marine '84 will
prove 10 be mutually benetrcral to all concerned. especially the fishermen and businessmen of
Newfoundland and Labrador

Marine '84 in Gander IS a comprehensive settmq which will provide delegates and observers
the opportunity to see for themselves the latest developments In technology and techni ques; 10
obtain detailed Information on Government assistance and Incentive programs: 10avail of exper­
nse that will enable them to deal effectively wtth the problems Inherent in the modern business
world ; to meet with colleagues trom across Canada 10 discuss common areas 01 concern; and
to express their views and opinions, which are invaluable to Government

We offer our congratulations to the organizers and supporters 01Marine '84 lo r making a good
idea an even better reality We extend to all exhibitors, delegates and guests a warm welco me
and to all fishermen and business leaders of Canada we extend personal invitations to participate
in Marine '84 to the fullest extent possible

_/l2rJ'~_:s
H. Neil Windsor, P. Eng.•

Min ister o f Dev elopment

C¥-~~
___/ Joseph Goudie

Minister of Fisheries (Acting)

Newfoundland
~ and Labrador

. ,....
~
~ _. LlI' DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES
'.. ~ • Goo.ooerrmenl of Nt'WbJd"tr"d .nJ labrador



DECKS AWASH - 3

special section

Norch e.y

\

Burgeo to La Poile

Burgeo
~Ramea



4 - DECKS AWASH

history
Burgeo

Burgeo is located on a group of islands on the South
Coast of Newfoundland . The origins of the name

are obscure . Archbishop Howley suggested that it ma y
have derived from the French " Bra s de Jean" , or
a rms of John . Captain Cook visited Burgee. August 5,
1756. where he observed an eclipse of the sun causing
him to name Great Burgee Island "Eclipse Island"
The community appears to have been first settled
sometime after 1750. The colonial records Reports on
Fisht>ry and Population oj 1764cred it the communities
of Burgee. Port aux Basques. and Le Coo with a com ­
bined population of 34. , ' 0 individual reference is mad e
to Burgee until 1802 when the colonial records show
Burgee Islands with 23 people .

The original inhabitants of Burgee may han' been
French. No written records exist but archaeological
evidence - pieces of iron , buttons, coffins and bones ­
is said to have been discovered and predates the first
English settlers. The first English-speaking settlers at
Burgee appear to have been the Curries who arrived
sometime before 1796. The first family of settlers at
Burgee recorded was that of John Matthews, an
Englishman who arrived from Cape La Hune with his
numerous sons and daughters in 1796. Matthews settled
at Slade Island now called Small 's Island.

The Matthews found Burgee " well wooded. with
plenty of timber large enough for building their house
and boats. Sometimes merchants with trading
schooners such as Newman and Co. of Jersey Harbour
visited Burgee in the 1830s. The)' traded mainly in
goods offering supplies in exchange for fish. oil, fur and
lumber.

Families to arrive after the Matthews were the
Dicks, Vatchers, and Colliers, reputedly "all from a
lineage of Newman's servants ."

Settlers came to Burgeo because of the fishery which
was prolific but sometimes seas were rough and the
shoreline inhospitable. William Cormack. the 51.
J ohn's -bor n adventurer who travelled across the island
and passed through Burgee December 13, 1822,
described Burgee:

"Here is a sheltered roadstead with good an­
chorage. At Burgee Islands there are...in the vicini­
ty of five or six resident families. Burgeo Islands
are formed of grey granite, and are very barren

On a schOoner, Burgeo circa llJ6O. (PhOI:O courtesy Sam
Coller).

~ 0--- ~
Ice harvesting In earty years. (PhOI:Ofrom"ASouvenir of Bur­
geD, Today and Yesterday: ' by Walter Simms. n.d.},

The part of the main island opposite to them, as .....ell
as that f~r some miles westward. presents steep and
perpendicular cliffs of old red sandstone to the sea ."

After the arrival of the ~tatthews family in 1796,the
populati.on of Burgee gre ..... fairly rapidly. The census of
1836indicated that Burgee had 143people, on being ser­
vants. all Church of England except for one Roman
Catholic ,

The first merchant was John Cox from S1. John's
who initially built premises in Burgee West around
1835, moving later to Burgee Proper, Cox bought fish
from the local fishermen and probably sold it to other
merchants such as Nicolle and Co. of La Poile a nd
Jersey Harbour who themselves set up business at
Burgee in 1840.Nicolle and Co, in turn sold the fish to
Portugal and Spain, Around 1840, Messrs. Newman,
Hunt and Co., a weJl-established London firm, came
from Harbour Breton to set up business. They built
four large storage sheds, a cooperage. a gene ral store,
an office and two cookrooms.

Some time after this, John Cox, perhaps bowing to
the pressure of competition, sold his business a nd mov­
ed to Prince Edward Isla nd where he started an other
business and eve ntually became a Member of
Parliament,

When John Cox first set up around 1835there were 23
families at Burgee. Some surnames were Anders on (3
families ), Ma.tlhews (3), Strickland (2), Cox (2),
Skeard (2), Dicks (2) . Cheveilier rn, Rose (I), For­
ward ( I) , Read (I), Harris ( l) , Bloomfie ld H}, Meade,
(l), Majo r (Il, and Collier til.

In 1842, the first clergyman, the Reverend Marti n
Blackmore, arrived. Prior to this Burgee had been
visited by missionaries such as William Marshall.
Blackmore built a church and small school on the site
of today's Anglican church. He stayed six years and
~'as replaced by the Reverend John Cunningham. Born
In London, 1823,Cunningham had come to Ne.....Iocnd­
land as Deacon to S1. Thomas ' Church, St. John's,
before arriving at Burgee in Bishop Feild's ship,
Hawk, July 18, 1846. Cunningham began construction
o.fa new church but it was blo.....n do.....n before comple­
non. Work resumed and a smaller 400-seat church was
completed in 1856. In 1884 the Reverend John Cunn­
ingham was joined by his son the Reverend H.W. Cunn­
ingham who came out from England. He left in 1891
and was replaced by the Reverend G.H. Field .....ho
stayed two years. The Reverend John Cunningham



died at the age of 79in 1902having served Burgee for 56
years. fie was succeeded by the Reverend Thomas
Allsopp who started construction of a new church in
1896.

In t85-1, gurgec received its first government official.
a Mr Sawyer. customs officer from S1. John's.
Sometime later the first magistrate arrived, a '-tr.
F red Cox, who it is said should bave been at Channel,
but for reasons unknown took up residence at Burgee.

The census for 1857divides the area into Lower and
Upper Burgee. Lower Burgeo v.ith 655 people, Upper
Burgee with Ill. This combined population of 766 pe0­

ple differs from those quoted by Joseph fl . Small, a
longtime magistrate at Burgee who compiled a detail­
ed geneaology of the local inhabitants. Sma ll says that
in 1860 only 60 families were "planted" at Bu r gee .
Even if we assu me ten people per family, the total of
600would still fall short of the census figure of 766. One
possible explanat ion is that the populat ion of Burgee
was per ha ps still seasonal with people com ing to fish in
the summer a nd leaving during the winter.

Lower Burgee was the dominant section of the com­
muni ty whose 655 inhabitants included one doctor or
lawyer , uhe 1857 census does not say which). a
minister, nine mechanics and six merchants. There
were 233 "persons engaged In catching and curing
fish" and IOJ "able-bodied seamen and fishermen in
the colony and dependencies." The catch for the year
a mounted to 12,570quintals of cured cod, H7 tierces of
salmon, and 7SH barrels of herring. Who the six mer­
chants were in 1857is not clear. Besides Newman and
Co.. rwbo employed -H in 1859)and Nicolte end Co. there
is a brief reference to. 'icholas and Co. who were at Sur­
goo in 1850. A Mr.Wilsonengaged in the salt herring trade
with the southern United States during the 1850sbut the
firm left in 1863when business was curtailed by the
America n Civil War.

Captai n Henry Small, a junior partner in the firm of
Bowley a nd Sma ll of Massachusetts, came to Burgee to
est abli sh business in 1860.The previo usly mentioned
Joseph Sma ll was his son.

Bowley a nd Small bought herring, cod, salmon,
lobster , oil a nd fur. Thev traded with the U.S. in sa lt
sal mon a nd became pioneers in the froze n herr ing
business . They a lso offered goods not ava ilable from
the other firms. It is sa id that every house from Grand
Bruit (0 Rencontre had a clock, thanks to Bowley and
Sma ll. They also brought in the first cooking stoves
selling hundreds until 1865 when a manufacturer
started producing stoves in St. John's. Bowley and

The firm of Robert Moulton ltd. later known as Surgeo and
LaPoile Export Co. ltd. (Photo Irom "A Souvenir 01 Burgeo.
Today and Yesterday," by Walter Simms. n.o.)

The Late Hon. Robert Moulton Founder 01Robert Moulton
Limrted (Photo Irom "A Souvenir of Burgeo, Todayand 'reser­
day:' by Walter Simms, n.d )

Small dissolved in 1864but Captain Small took over the
business and it continued until his death in 1890

An interesting note about the original inhabitants of
the Burgee area, the Indians. appears in the column
marked .\lis<:cllaneous in the 1857census:

"The Indians at Grandy's Brook and La Poile do not
fish, except to spear for salmon and eels for the supply
of their temporary wants. but derive their subststance
chiefly from the chase. During the winter they Frequently
employ themselves making hoops, and in the spring they
strip off and cure a large quantity of birch rounds, which
they readily exchange at the merchant's store for bread,
clothing. ammunition, etc."

In 1862 Newman and Co. sold their premises to a new
company. De Gruchy, Hennuf. Clement, and Co., and
then moved on to Gaultois. Over the years this com­
pany was to become Clement and Company under the
sale ownership of H. Clement. Nicolle and Co. failed
sometime before 1865.The census of 1869indicated that
by the time only two merchants were operating from
Burgeo indicating further that the fishery had declin­
ed. Certainly in the 1860:s ~OVB Scotia fishermen
visiting the area (or herring made it difficult for the
Burgee fishermen to obtain bait. and this reduced the
local cod catch.

The population in 1869(or Lower and Upper Burgee
was 709.dow n from 766in 1857.The community had one
clergyman, almost certainly Church of England since
there were just three Roman Catholics. A doctor is also
recorded. probably Dr. Quillon Hunt who practised
from 1861 until he was appointed Stipendiary
Magistrate around 1886.He was only the second doctor
to reside in Burgee. the first. a Dr. Morr is having come
and gone in 1860.

The 156!! census shows that Burgee had 5 oxen, 14
cows, 59 sheep, and 12 swine. Upper Burgee was
smaller but had 21acres under cultivation compared to
9 acres in Lower Burgee. Produce for the two was
listed as 270barrels of potatoes, 26 tons of hay, and 77
barrels of turnips.
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Schooner " Ena A. Moulton ." (Photo trom "A Souvenir of Bur­
gao . Today and Yesterday." by Walter SImms. n.d.) .

The fishery a t Burgee improved during the 1870s.
The population had increased to 827 according to the
1874 census with 232 persons, "engaged in catching
fish , and 143able-bodied seamen". The total cod catch
was 12.935 quintals. slightly higher than recorded in
1957, but salmon "as down to 53barrels and herring on­
ly 70 barrels .

The 1874 census records Upper and Lower Burgee as
Wes t and East Burgee respectively. East Burgee had
103 houses and 117 families : West Burgeo. 19 houses
and 21families. The Church of England had churches in
both East and West Burgee. the latter having a capaci­
ty for BO worshippers which was replaced soon after.
The new church was consecrated by Bishop Jo nes in
1878.but a ga le destroyed it in 1879.

Burgee is possibly the site of the first co-operative in
Newfound land. In 1879Joe Dicks a nd others formed a
co-operative so that fishermen might buy thei r own
st ores more economically . Shares were sold at thr ee
pounds each and 1500pounds was ra ised. The va lue of
the shares doubled in four years but soon afterwa rds
the co-op became insolve nt an d its assets were pur ­
chased by Jo hn Pen ny an d Co. of Ra me e.

By 1884 Burgee had grown to 822peop le a nd it is evi­
dent tha t a ba nking fishery had deve loped. Three
vesse ls emp loying 26 men caught 2100qui ntal s of cod.
Another vessel was engaged in the sea l hunt. The total
sea l catch for both parts of Burgee (now referred to as
Bur gee Proper and Burgee West) was 390sea ls. Tota l
cod catch including the inshore cod was, howeve r, only
4310 quinta ls. Eleven quintals of sa lmon were ca ug ht
a nd 1096barrels of herring. The number of me rc ha nts

The old Jersey ftrm of Henry Clement limited. (PhoCofrom "A
Souvenir of Burgeo. Today and Yesterday," by Walter Simms.
n.e.j .

a nd traders had incr eased to six .
It was duri ng this period that the legend of a New­

foundland Flying Dutchman was started. A skipper
Babbitt of Burgee . ha ving had a successful sea l fishery
in 1882. went to Sydney, N.S., and bought a small se-ton
sc hooner. Unab le to hire a crew he set out
sing leha nded ly to sa il the vessel back to Burgee. After
two days at the ship's wheel , hunger and thirst over ­
ca me him, so he lashed the wheel and went below to
brew tea . Almost immed ia te ly he felt a bump and
rushing out on deck discovered his vessel bar ely
grounded on Round Shag Rock off Burgee. Babbitt
jumped down onto the rock and a sudden breeze blew
the vesse l off leav ing him st ra nded. He was marooned
on the rock for a day a nd night until the fog lifted a nd
he was resc ued . But of his new sc hoone r there was no
sight nor was there eve r a ny definite report on its Iate .
Rumors circ ulated that it had been seen on the South
Coast, Cabot Stra it a nd the Gutr of St. Lawrence. There
were eve n repor ts of a ghostly mariner at the wheel ,
probably fan ciful inventio ns, but the basis for a Burgee
Flying Dutchma n.

In the ten -year period pr ior to 1884, a number of
Methodis ts , or Wesleyans as the y were known , mus t
hav e moved into the district - or a Wesleyan minister
arrived a nd mad e a rem ark able number of conv er -

Schooner "Hilda" being repaired. (Photo from "A Souvenir of
Burge o, Today and Yesterday," by Walter Simms, n.d.).

sions. Wherea s the 1874census records only Anglicans
a nd Roman Catholics , the 1884 census records 207
Wesleyans including a clergyman, and a Wesleyan
cha pel.

Ther e were a number of changes in the business
sce ne in Burgee towards the end of the 18005. In 1890
Robe rt Moulton Ltd. , manufacturers of cod liver oil ,
establis hed a bus iness in Burgee. The company soon
mo ved into the fish trade. particularly the banking
fishery, and built ships to prosecute it. Moulton went
into politics in St. John 's a nd his company was take~

over by "St. John's pa r ties", but the company was liqui ­
da ted a fter eight years. It was then reorganized as the
Burgee and La Poile Export Co.

By 1891 the popula tion of "Burgee Proper" was 894
a nd for Upper Bur gee it was 54, a total of 948 people
a nd a n inc rea se of 126 in se ven years. Burgee Proper
had 730 mem bers of the Church of England, 152
Meth odi st s , 10 R om an Catholics, and two
P resb yteri a ns . At Upper Burgee there were 28 Church
of En gland members a nd 26 Melhodists. There were
two clergyme n. one doctor, eight merchants, 12 office
wor kers, four gover nment workers, seven mechanics,



131 men catching and curing fish, 94 women curing
fish , nine in factories, and 63 otherwise employed

The eight merchants were supplied by 11 vessels:
eigh t were used in the Bank fishery; three prosecuted
the Labrador fishery. Fish caught in 1890amounted to
6259 quinta ls of cured cod, 2634barrels of herring. 2186
cases of lobster, and 128seals for a combined value of
$52,399.

The population of Burgee increased steadily. In 1891
Lhe populatio n of Burgee was 948,in 1001 it had risen to
998, and by 1911 it peaked at 1,039for the 1921 figures
showed a drop to 993,possibly as a result of men killed
overseas in the First World War. The number of mer­
chants fluctuated but averaged five. Two doctors were
repo rted practising in 1001 but this declined to one in
1911 and 1921. Ftve people .... ere listed as teachers in
1911. The Methodist school attached to the church with
its 56 pupils accounted for one male teacher. The
Anglican school with 131pupils could boast one male
teacher and two female teachers, possibly Eliza
Davage and a Miss Patten

There was some construction in the early lOOOs. A
new Anglican church was built in 1912the previous two
having both blown down. To prevent a recurrence the
foundations were firmly embedded in concrete. In ad­
dition. Burgee in 1911 could boast a LOASociety Hall.
a temperance society hall. a lighthouse, a court house,
but no jai l. The lack of the latter sometimes caused
embar rassment.

• I I 1
The Anglican Churc h before the renovation a lew years ago.
(Photo from "A Souvenir of Burgeo, Today and Yesterday," by
Waller Simms, n.d.).

In 1903an America n saili ng vessel the Goldenrod out
of Glouceste r, was stormbound in Burgee with a
da maged jib. The vess el had been searching for squid
bait but this proved scarce so the crew went ashore and
got dru nk. When they returned they refused to mend
Lhe jib, threatened to throw 0\ erboard anybody who
did, and drove the captain into taking refuge in his
cabin. Burgee's single policeman and one magistrate
wer e without a jail to confine the drunkards and could
do nothing until the crew sobered up.

The saltfish trade went into decline in the twentieth
century through a mixture of economic and
technologica l changes. This affected the merchants of
Burgee who expe rienced a small boom brought on by
food shortages during the First World War, but the
bubble of prosperity burst about 1920.New government
intervent ion aimed at regulating the trade and produc­
ing prosperity had the opposite effect.
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First MeUlOdlst chur ch and day school taken In 1900. (Photo
from "A Souvenir of Burgeo . Today and Yesterday," by Walter
Simms , n.d.)

A . tr F .G. Matthews who was telegrapher for the
Anglo-American Telegraph CII at Burgee from 1919to
19"14 wrote that Sir \\ilham Coaker 's fishery regula­
tions bankrupted the merchants at Burgee. As a
telegrapher . taubcws was in a position to hear the con­
stant stream of orders from government to merchants
selling everything from prices to sailing dates. Mat­
the.... s says that the regulations. coupled with the
Depression of 19~J, caused many people to leave
Burgee. The census figures bear this out for the popula­
tion dropped from 993to 8'l3 between 1921 and 1935.

How well the inhabitants survived the Depression of
the ' 2(Js and ·3US is difficult to say. One man who board­
ed at Burgee in 19'23 wrote that he recalled that mussels
and eggs were the chief ingredients in much that he ate
then. Eva Strickland recalled, "The going was rough
and not too much money around, but I never heard of
anyone saying they were going to starve."

There was a large disparity in incomes as the census
figures of 1935 show. A fisherman made anywhere bet­
ween fifty and several hundred dolla rs a year. One
trapper reported earnings of $40,an old-age pensioner
reported $50. Teachers were not well paid altho ugh
they may have still been rece iving free board. One
teacher reported a pension of $129.93, another had no
income at all. A collector of customs made $500while
the master of a coast ing vessel repor ted $600. A posta l
telegraph operator made $700a year. But the wealt hier
Iaside from the merchants) appeared to be the
upholders of law and faith. A constable reported earn­
ings of 9'20, an assistant magistrate 51068, and a
Church of England "Clerk in Iioly Orders" reported a n
income of 1.000.The reported earnings of merchants

The Anglican Church after renovenco. (PhOto from "A Sou­
venir of BUrge<). lOday and Yesterday:' by Watler Simms, n.d.).
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ranged from a low of $1200in one community to a high
of $1800in another,

The Commission of Government built a cottage
hospital at Burgee in 1935employing one doctor, two
nurses. and three aides.

Burgee had bee.n one of the leading centres of the
saltfish trade but In the 20th century it was a trade in
decline with the coming of the frozen fish business.
Mary Clement-Robson. granddaughter of one of the
founding members of the old firm of De Gruchy,
Renouf and Clement, recalls that her brother took over
the firm after the First World War, although business
was fast diminishing. The arrival of American freezer
ships and the torpedoing of two of his sailing ships
caused him to sell shortly after the Second World War.

During the Second World War the demand for frozen
fish was increased in Britain. So in 1940 Fishery Pr0­
ducts began a frozen fish business in Burgee. Initially
small-scale freezing was carried out aboard the
Netherto" in the harbour. This proved successful and
in 1945 a new frozen fish filleting plant was built and
was said to be one of the finest and largest in the pro­
vince at that time . Working at full capacity it could
produce 4O.()(X) pounds of frozen fish a day. This produc­
ed many jobs and the population of Burgee. which had
declined still further to 750 in 1945, rose once more to
891 by 1951.

In May of 1949 a regional library was opened in a
room of the Church of England school. Burgee civic

The lale Magl!.uate Joseph Small

Schooners frozen in at Burgeo Harbour. (Phol:ofrom "A Sou­
venir of Burgee. lOday and Yesterday : ' by waner Simms. n.d.).

government began in 1950when 90 people voted to form
a town council. The petition was forwarded to the
government in St. John's.

At war's end the British demand for fish fell off, and
an attempt was made to penetrate the American
market. But the market was static and until the
popularity of fish sticks in 1953. there was over­
capacity in the industry .

The Fis her)' Products plant was bought out by
Spencer Lake in 1955 and renamed Burgee Fish In­
duslries. Lake successfully operated the plant as
owner and manager producing Caribou Brand frozen
fish fillets which were shipped in the company's own
vessel, t he Caribou Reefer. to Gloucester,
Messacbusctts. and sold in the American market.

As the town's only large employer. Burgee Fish In­
dust ries was responsible for much of the town's growth
which increased from 1138 in 1956 to 1"~ in 1961, and to
1682 in 1966. Many of these people were resettled from
sur round ing communities suc h as Rencontre west.
Fox: Isla nd, Cape La Hune. Parsons Harbour and
Fr ancois.

Incr eased prosperity was reflected in the town's ex­
pans ion. A new 12-room elementary schoo l was built in
1965 a nd a new high sc hool in 1968. In 1967 a libra ry was
cons tructed as pa rt of the town's Canadia n Centenn ial
celebrations. In the same year the Anglican church
underwen t a $60,000 renovation in which its two towers
were removed and the roof line lowered. A new Roman
Catholic chape l was also built at this time, In 1968 the
fish plant acquired a new water supply which required
the building of a three-mile causeway from the
mainland. Also. construction was begun on a new
water and sewage system for the town together with a
road widening scheme totalling $1.5 million.

By 1968the fish plant and its four draggers employed
301 people. In addition, a further 100inshore fishermen
so ld their fish to the plant. During the previous winter
up.....ards of SO,()(X) pounds of fish a clay had been landed.
Spencer Lake successfully ran for mayor of Burgee
and in his second term of office received 98.5% of the
vote.

A strike at Burgee Fish Industries in 1971saw the
company's demise. The strike began -l June 1971over a
stalemate in contract negotiations bet w een the ne..... ly
formed Ne.....foundland Fishermen. Food and Allied
Workers Union (. 'FFAWU ) and the plant. Spencer
Lake reopened in July with non-union workers until 19
October 1971when about 100union supporters invaded
the plant hurling rocks and doing an estimated $20,000
damage. The Union closed the plant and put its own



lock on the gate . Lake resigned his position as mayor
an d left Burgee in early November for Ramea where
he had other busines s intere sts . The Newfoundland
govern ment purcha sed the plant in early 1972, one
week before a provincial general election.

The strike had a profound social effect upon the peo­
ple of Burgeo . The plant had been a lmost evenly split
among those who had voted for unionization (IOS) and
those who had voted against (100). The split carried
over into the community where there were those who
championed Spencer Lake a nd those who championed
the Union. In fact. the split divided families as parents.
sons and daughters all held opposite views. Lake . who
besides owning the town's major industry and a
number of smaller retail businesses. was also mayor.
The NFFAWU saw Lake 's reluctance to recognize
them or relinquish power as despotic ; his supporters
saw him as paternalistic. The i'in"AWU accused Lake
of a "fish merchant" mentality ; Lake answered that
he wanted to preserve the individual's right to work
without joining a union. The result was a town divided
with friends and kin no longer on speaking terms.

After Lake's departure the government looked fOT
somebody to buy and operate the plant. National Sea
took over the running of the operation but the plant was
obsolete and much criticized by the NFFA WU. A new
plant was built at a cost of $11million under a DREE
agreement and opened in September 1978. Called
Burgee Sea Foods Ltd.• it was owned jointly by the
Newfoundla nd Government and National Sea Pro­
ducts . In 1979 it employed 250people together with an
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Burgeo Harbour

additional 90 people on its six fishing vessels . In addi­
tion. 40 inshore fishermen sold fish to the plant. The
compa ny was reorganized in 1982and now is wholly
owned by National Sea Products Limited .

The population of Burgee in 1976had grown to 2474
and 25001 in the 1981 census . The postwar year changes
have been dramatic for Burgee . The prewar, isolated
comm unity whose population appeared to be steadily
declining now shows posit ive growth and is no longer
isolated . In November 1979Burgeo was connected to
the Trans-Canada Highway by a 147-kilometre roa d.
Supplies and foodstuffs previously brought in by ship
now ar rive regu larly by truck, and the highway has
provided easie r access by Burgee inhabitants to the
rest of Newfoundland . '-1

TerraTransport

A TOTALLY INTEGRATED
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

51. John 's
Grand Falls
Corner Brook

737-5948
489-2292
634-8246

·737-7896

• 634-4381
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~
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Ramea

R amea is a name given to a group of islands located
approximately II miles off the south coast of New­

foundland. The original name was probably French
and written Rameaux. meaning branches. The census
of 1845 uses the spelling Ramee, a corruption of
Rameaux.

The Ramea Islands include Great Island, Narrow
Island, Middle Island, Grepe Island, Harbour Island,
South West Island, and North West Island, the latter
being the most populated today. One of the earliest
references to the inhabitants of Ramea is by William
Cormack in 1822 who noted simply that two families
were living there then. The 1836census records 29 peo­
ple in five dwellings but does not say on which island
they lived, but it may have been Harbour Island
because a headstone there dated 14 June ISSI of
Elizabeth Scott, 39, indicates it was at one time
inhabited.

Ramea is well located affording it an almost year­
round fishery. In the last century the island was dense­
ly wooded allowing ample opportunity for OO3t­
building, a fact difficult to appreciate today, the trees
having been entirely replaced by grass and moss. The
trees provided wood for vessels and offered protection
from winter storms.

Schooner "lila D. Young". (phOIO from "A Souvenir of Bur­
geo, Today and Yesterday:' by Walter Simms. n.d].

The 1857 census records III people at Ramee, 32
"persons engaged in catching and curing fish, and 29
ablebodied seamen and fishermen in the colony and its
dependencies". They occupied 15 houses and had 8
fishing rooms. Production was 1930 quintals of cured
cod and 6,250 barrels of herring.

It was about this time that John Penny, who, with his
family would dominate the fishing industry at Ramea,
came to Newfoundland. In 1956, Penny's official
history circulated in souvenir booklet form gives John
Penny's arrival in Newfoundland from Devon,
England as 1856.Joseph H. Small of Burgee in his Vital
Statistics of Burgee. gives Penny's origins as Somerset
and states that in 1844John Penny was employed by
Newman and Co., Gaultois. Both histories agree that
Penny married some time after. Joseph Small adds
that marriage was not allowed by the company so Pen­
ny left.

John Penny married Miss Wilcott of Great Jerve ts
who bore him sons and daughters. In the meantime
John had bought his first trading vessel, a barque, a nd
outfitted. it with "tea, molasses, flour, flaneleUe,

Aamea

'pound' colton, lines and twines, fish hooks and other
articles". These he sold to commun ities around Her­
mitage Bay.

The Penny history states that after living at Great
Jervais a few years, Joh n moved to Ramea and opened
a firm under the name of John Penny and Sons. John
posted his sign in a prominent position so that shelter­
ing vessels could see it in the landlocked harbour.

Small's account of John Penny's activities is
somewhat different. He wrote that after years of hard
work a nd thrift, John found himself rich and in 1870
sold out to Messrs . Bowring Bros. He then moved to
Ha lifax but his sons, ha ving been broug ht up in the
business, re turned to Newfoundland in 1ml, and traded
in the dis trict of Burgee a nd Ramea for a yea r or two.
Then George, purcha sing the old premises of Thomas
Jeans at Ship Cove, Ramea, opened business "u nder
the name and sty le of J ohn Penny and Sons". George
and his elder brother John Pe nny, Jr., both married
and settled in Ramee.

The Pen ny histo ry indicates that old John Pe nny,
having set up business at Ramea, moved to Halifax
with the Pen ny daughte rs so that they might receive a
college educat ion. The Penny history gives no dates for
when the business was started at Ramea, nor when
John left.

The census data for 1857 indicate that two mer­
chants lived in Ramea, but since only one Roman
Catholic is reported (while the entire Penny family
was Roma n Catholic) it seems unlikely that Penny had

Schooner "LeliaMoulton". (Photo from "ASouvenir of Bur­
geo, Today and Yesterday:' by Waller Simms, n.d.).



set up in business then. Further, the two merchants
seem to have depa rted sometime later. The House of
Assembly Journal, 1873,stated there was no merchant.
magistrate, minister or school at Ramea and the cen­
sus data confirms this . It would appear that Penny 's
arrival was after 1873 which agrees with Small 's
description.

George and John Jr. both married cousins of the
same name; Susannah Burke . Resourceful nephews
and nieces learned to distinguish them by calling them
Aunt Sue-John and Aunt Sue-George. For awhile a
third brother, Charles, operated a branch of the
business at Burgee, but he finally moved back to
Halifax .

George and John ran a fish business that was to con­
tinue for over one hundred years and be the mainstay
of the island economy . Over the years, the company ac ­
quired its own fleet of sailing vessels to transport the
local sailfish to Europe. The ships returned with salt
from Cadiz, spires. wines, olives aOOcane furniture .
They built ships themselves. setting up a shipbuilding
dock using wood from sawmills they erected at Grey
River and in white Bear Bay .

By 18+1the population of Ramea had grown 10204 in­
cluding 183Church of England members and 21 Roman
Catholics, There was one Anglican church in existence
but no priest. One must have appeared at some subse ­
quent date for on 15 August 1893, he preached a
farewell service al St. Alban's Church, Ramea, on the
very day it was consecrated by the visiting bishop. In
1884the Roman Catholic populat ion seems to ha ve had
neither church nor priest. In 1891a Roman Catholic
Church is recorded but no mention is made of a priest.

The 1884 census recorded one vessel engaged in the
Lab rado r fishery but none in the bank fishery. F ish
caught included 1480 quintals of cod. 113 tierces of
salmon, and 450barrels of herri ng for a comb ined value
of 2285pounds. Agricultural produce included six tons
of hay, three cows, one steer, and 43 shee p.

Ramea's population increased from 236in 1891, to 308
in 1901, 392 in 1911,a nd 454 in 1921.In 1981 a nd 1901one
vessel is reported being in the bank fishery; by 1911
there were three. Total value of fish products grew
from $20,722 in 1891to $38,869in 1911.

An ar ticle in the Daily N(>t,J,'S, 28 October 1911records
that a new church with a capacity for 300was opened at
Ramea on the 20th, the service being perfo rmed by the
incumbent of Burgee. The church was slill incomplete,
chairs for the celebrants simp ly being put in place for
the day , The church had a 55-ft. tower, a 25-ft. by 6O-ft.
nave, and a IS-ft. by 200ft. chancel. Costs were
estimated at $25,000.

The Daily .\ 'ev.'S correspondent who gave his address
at Burgee was caustic in his comments. He wrote:

"Had a few more feet been added to the width of the
nave, the church wouJd have been more beautiful ... We
trust the English Church me n (numbering about 3401
will get to work to finish the church which has been in
slings so long a time."

John Penny Jr. moved to Ha lifax about 1905w ith four
sons and three daughters to enable them to attend
school while he looked after the firm's brisk West In­
dian trade. lie left his brother George and his son Gor­
don to run the Ramea business.

The oldest child, John Penny III . attended S1.
Bonaventure's College, won a Rhodes Scholarship,
went to Oxford aOOultimately took a teaching position
at Harvard. The youngest son, George Joseph Penny.

DECKS AW ASH - 11

··S.S. Gle ncoe a Iarnitiar Stght lor many years as a coastal
boa( (PhoI:o from ' A Souvenir of Burgeo , Today and Yester­
day," by Wall er Simms. n .d.)

served for three vears as a soldier in the First World
War, being \l,ounded in a mustard gas attack before be­
ing sent home . In 1920 he moved to Ramea to help his
uncle run the firm . George Sr . died in 1929and his son
Gordon moved to Halifax having sold his interest to his
cousin , war veteran George .

The censu s of 1921 Indicates that the fishery had suf­
fered a re versal . Only one schooner from Ramea was
reported operaung on the Grand Banks and the overall
fish production was $23,253, down from $38.869 ten
years before . When young George took over in 19'19 he
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Ship Cove, Aamea

began to increase the firm's operations. Bra nches
were opened up at Isle aux Morts , Grey River. Deer
Island , Francois. Fox Island and La Poile. Collecto r
boats brought the fish from these branches to Ramea
for transport to European markets. Penny and Sons
formed a fleet of ocean -going schooners including the
Minnie J . Smith. Margaret E. Swartz. A.G. Isnor, Loui­
sa A., Edith .U. Cevell. AlIan F 1Wse. and Fsustine.

Pennvs also owned three-masted "bankers" tha t
fished ~n the Grand Banks. In addition they built the
Shamrock. the first vessel to be equipped with a
gasoline engine on that stretch of coast. She travelled
at an unprecedented five miles an hour without sa ils,
but people were .... ary of gasoline. It was said that men
dared nollight their pipes outside their own doors when
the Shamrock .... as in port

George 's efforts paid off and the company weathered
the Depression of the 1!:I306. lie was convinced that the
days of the sailfish trade were numbered and was
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amon g the flrst tc convert to the frozen fish tr ade . The
first frozen stora ge sys tem went into oper a tion at
Ramee in 1940and the business was completely con­
verted by 1942.

The frozen fish trade did not require a fleet of vessels
since refrigeration ships ca lled at Ramee to take fish
to Boston a nd Gloucester. In 1942 Georg e se t up an of­
fice in Boston to market its frozen fillets under the
pres idency of John Penny III with a Thomas McDooough
as manager. The company put the first dragger into oper­
at ioo in 1945 the first onthe South Coast of Newfoundland

TIle bare economic facts do not do justic e to the place
held by the Penny famil y in Ram ee. Michael Ha rr ­
ington, writing in the Evening Telegram, 22 August
1961, referred to Rame e as the " feuda l isles " . Sailing
on the SS Baccalieu in August 1945 he became storm
bound a t Ramea and spent the evening at the Penny's
home " Four Winds " , in the compa ny of Bishop O' Reil­
ly a nd others. Harrington wrote :

"Here in these desolate islands, a few miles from the
desolate mainland , was 20th ce ntury luxu r y,
Renaissance elegance and the gra nd mann er , sur­
rounded by simple folk a nd their simple ways . All of
Ramea , then , as it does now depends on the Penny
es ta blishment for its livelihood. In a way it re minded
meof how villagers and farmers of feudal Europe tend
upon and looked to the lord of the manor or cas tle for a
living and protection in return for the ir labours : '

The expanding fish plant drew a labor force to
Ramea which soon outstripped the a vaila ble housing
supply. In 1942George drew up a housing plan and a
number of five-and six-room bungalows and sma ll
houses were quickly built. The tenants made modes t
payments so that they might eventua lly own their
houses . Since the town had no elec tricity suppl y. the
houses were hooked up to the plant's power . To provi de
entertainment, George showed movies at a nominal
fee .

In 1949, at Confederation, George Penny was one of
the first Newfoundlanders appointed to the Senate.
Sadly, he died soon after at Ottawa in December of that
year. Senato r Penn y's widow, Marie Penn y (nee
Smart>, together with her daughter Margaret, ca rried
on the business. The fish plant at Rame a was en lar ged
to take care of increased production and still more
families moved into Ramea to work at the plant.

In 1950 Ramea lost its customs officer , Mr . John
Powers . who moved to Argentia . In the the same yea r
St. Boniface School added another room to the school
so that four tea chers could be accommodated. By 1951
the population was 714 and in 1952 the town incor ­
porated. During the next 15years the town insta lled a
sewage system, electricity. dial phones , ga rbage collec­
tion and street lighting . Water was still obtain ed from
shallow wells but a water system was pla nned . In 1967.
construction was underway on a two-storey Anglica n.
five-classroom high school for which the townspeople had
already raised $30,000, and a new elementary school was
also planned. A new Orange Lodge was des igned to
replace that destroyed by fire the previous year . In 1968
the town installed traffi c signs to control its "seven mo­
tor vehicles and half a dozen Hondas ."

By 1966Ramea had 1160people . In 1967Marie Penny
was appointed president of the Fisheries Council of
Canada. By then Penny and Sons emplo yed 250

Dockside, Ramea

people, had five trawlers, one longliner, two utility
boats and a th ird interest in a refrigera ted ship.

On s March 1970Marie Penny died in her 77th yea r at
Boston. She was known affectionately as the "Queen of
the Ftshtng Fleet" Announcing the news in the New­
foundland Legislat ure, Pre mier Sma llwood moved
that the House hold one minute of silence in remem­
brance of Marie Penny. Marie's da ughter Marg aret
assumed control of John Penny and Sons.

Ramee was to become famous in Newfoundla nd as a
community with full employment. An E vening
Telegram article 31 March 1973 was headlined,
"Future Bright for Thriving Town". One hundred and
fifty were employed at the plant, 50 on traw lers, while
a further 60 people were on Penny's pay roll working in
retail and wholesale grocery, hardware, a nd building
materials trade. There "as even room for competition
from Edward Carter and Son. Manage r of the plant
was Hector Reid and men fish cutlers were receiving
$2.00 an hour, women $1.65. There was a daily ferry to
the mainland, the converted side trawler Senator Pen­
ny, and the CN boat called twice weekly. Penny 's still
operated collector boats, the 30 inshore fishermen at
Francois baving supplied the plant with three-and-a­
half million pounds of cod the previous year. Manager
Reid, noting that local Inshore fishing took place in
the stormv .... inter months, said he didn't thi nk men
should have to pay taxes on money earned SO
dangerously. There "as also local concern at the
almost total disappearance of redfish (ocea n perc h) in
the area believed to have been "cleaned out" by
foreign draggers.

Ramee continued to prosper and in March 1975. the
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company took delivery of a new $3 million stern
trawler built at Marystown Shipyard.

Problems in the fishery struck Ramea in 1981 when
the fish plant was closed temporarily in August laying
or! 350 workers. Harvesting quotas and high interest
rates were held to blame. and the company was having
difficulties paying for the plant improvements and
fleet expansion started in 1979.

A financial arrangement was worked out w ith the
Newfoundland Government and the Bank of Nova
Scotia. In addition. an Executive Management Com­
mittee was set up with full-time chairman Roger
Cheeseman at its head. Essentially the committee had
the power of a board of directors and it arranged addi­
tional credit for the company. The Provincial Govern­
ment provided a $3.5 million loan guarantee while the
Bank of Nova Scotia converted $5.5 million of long­
term debt into income debentures. This way John Pen­
ny and Sons would pa)' interest only if the company
made a profit.

B)' •.ovember of 1981 the plant was operating again.
but with only one trawler it proved impossible to
gener-ate sufficient revenues. John Penny and Sons lost
$1 million in November-December. Losses continued in
1982. though at a reduced rate. but by July of 1982 the
company had exhausted its $3.5 million credit. The
bank agreed to lend the company a further $500,000, but
only on condition the Management Committee be
allowed to take over daily operations of the plant.
Margaret Penny Lake refused saying such a sum was
insufficient. that it would increase the company debt
with no possibility of achieving a viable operation. The
plant closed once more.

In August 1982 Margaret Lake made her own pro­
posal. She suggested the provincial government
either take the $3 million equity position in the plant
and provide guarantees for $3 million in loans. or take
a $5 million equity position without the loan guarantee.
The government turned down both options saying it

Grand Bruit

Grand Bruit is situated on the South Coast some 70
kms. west of Burgee. It has a protected harbor

whose entrance is marked on the northern side by a
large waterfall. The noise of this waterfall accounts for
the name of the community which in French means
"great noise".
William Cormack passed through Grand Bruit on the
return leg of his voyage across Newfoundland in 1822
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Grand BruIt

would not provide aid unless similar aid were for.
thcoming from the federal government. In addition.
Penny and Sons would have to provide financial
operating information on the plant. something they had
previously refused to do

Provincial Fisheries Minister Jim Morgan was
quoted in the Daily ,'ien-s, 14 September 1982. ..... in m)
opinion the company is not being properly managed. "
lie added that the government would not put out ..
taxpayers' money without having a say in what hap­
pens to it."

The plant remained closed. :\Iargaret Lake took out
full-page advertisements in newspapers to explain her
position and refute comments made about the manage­
ment of Penny and Sons. She said the company had
been refused a rneeung with the province to discuss her
asststance proposal. It was merely turned down.
Defendmg the company's management she pointed out
that Executtve Committee Chairman Hoger
Cheeseman had compiled a report that was :'.. ex­
ceedingly fair aod nol critical of the plant facilities at
Ramea or of the management " She described
~torgan's statements as misleading and of a "libelous
nature" The advertisement also pointed out that the
cost to govemmem of not helping Penny and Sons
would be 2 million in social assistance and unemploy­
ment benefits .. targaret Lake concluded. 'weare at a
loss toexplain '" hy our company and our town has been
totally neglected b:- the governments of Canada and
Newtouodland. "

Margaret Lake believed the company could be made
profitable by the following year but did not haw the
wherewitha l to demonstrate it. She asked why her
company should have been singled out for criticism at
a time when all the major fish processing companies
were in trouble.

Thus. in 1!1!l2 the company of John Penny and Sons
lett the hands of the family. Today it is operated by
Fishery Products lntemattonal

and noted that it had. "a good little harbour with two
entrances, the west being better ... '. He also noted that
two families lived there in summer but that their
houses were locked up. This suggests that for some at
least Grand Bruit was a summer station. Cormack also
noted that the main summer occupation was the cod
fishery. the fishermen or planters obtaining their sup­
plies from the merchants at Fortune Bay. For those
who remai ned year round. the fan was spent trapping
fox and othe r tur- bearing animals.

Grand Bruit was settled in the early 1SOOs. probably
by English and Jersey planters and fishermen en­
couraged to go there by the trading merchant houses
operating along the south coast

Abraham Childs. fisherman. is reported as living at
Grand Bruit in 1834. The 1836 census shows seven in­
habitants together with two servants occupying three
houses . All were of the Church of England faith and the
settlement was visited by the Rev. William Marshall in
1839 who held the first service celebrated in Grand
Bruit. He reported: " ... the people in this place are
deeply sunk in ignorance and crime" wbat kind of
crimes a population of 15 were able to indulge in is not
stated



By ISSIGrand Bruit had, grown to 51 inha,bitants liv­
ing in 8 houses . Eight fishmg rooms were In use (one
for each family ) and produced that year 710quintals of
cod, 38 nerces of salmon, and 30 barrels of herring.

In 1869Grand Bruit's population had risen to 69 but
by 1874it had dropped to 62. Ten years later it had risen
dramatically to lOSpeople, 54 members of the Church
of England and 51 Wesleyans .

In 1884, 52of the 105inhabitants were engaged in the
fishery using 22 small boats . Total fish production
amounted to 783 quintals of cured cod. 25 tierces of
salmon, and 66 barrels of herring for a combined value
of 913pounds . Six acres of land were under cultivation
producing 40 barrels of potatoes and 3 barrels of tur ­
nips . Livestock amounted to28 sheep and 7swine . Also,
two boats were built .

Grand Bru.t

By 1891the population had grown only fractionally to
117people but now the community had two merchants
one of whom was named Chetwynd. The Methodists by
this time outnumbered the Anglican 79 to 38, but had no
church. The Anglicans, on the other hand, had built a
school with seating for 40 pupils and 1893had built a
chapel attached to the school. A visiting Church of
England priest wrote of the chapel in 1893,"the 'little
flock' here was in readiness and the Confirmation ser­
vice was the first service held in the new school
chapel." Perhaps the priest was worrying over the loss
of members to the Methodists for he continued, "It is a
beautiful building and we hope that under its roof many
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Grand Bruit - the school is the large white building in back

will learn to love our holy faith ."
Of the 59 adults in Grand Bruit , 55 could read and 29

could write. Thirty -two children attended school while
25 did not.

Lobsters played a significa nt role in the economy in
1891. Thirt y-three men and 12 women working in
" lobster factories" produced 1800 cases of lobster
worth $10,000. Among agricultural and animal pro­
ducts the census notes one fur valued at five dollars.
The arrival of Cbetwynd in 1890changed the nature of
work at Grand Bruit. whereas previously the in­
habitants had onen wintered elsewhere, now its almost
year -round work in small " factories" they wintered in
Grand Bruit.

The population continued to rise . In 1901it was 166, in
1911it was 184.and in 1921,it reached 220 people. The
Methodists continued to outnumber the Church of
England members three to one. The value of lobster
and salmon produced continued to rise so that by
1921,8545pounds of fresh salmon with a value of$19,892
were produced . This was packed in ice obtained from
Big Pond . The Chetwynd firm ceased operations about
1918, and salmon and cod were sold to merchants in
Port aux Basques. Later it was sold to other local mer­
chants in Grand Bruit who operated a credit system for
fishermen until 1955.

The population of Grand Bruit peaked in about 1935
at 248people and has declined since. In 1951there were
197people, in 1956,171,and in 1966just 135.The rise in
sa lmon and lobster prices in the '60sand lOs has led to
renewed interest in fishing in the area. I!

Grand Bruit
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La Poile

L a Poile is situated on the South Coast of New­
foundland about 60kms . east of Port aux Basques.

The community is situated on the western side of La
Pnile Bay. about five kms . from where it meets the sea .

Like most of the communities along this stretch of
coast, La Poile was probably settled in the early 1800s.
Again, William Cormack in 1822 makes passing
reference to La Poiledescribing it as a "noble deep bay
.....it.htwo resident families " . The population appears to
have increased fairly rapidly because 14 years later
the 1836census reports 93 people living there. Iltty-one
inhabitants and 42 servants, all but one being
members of the Church of England . They owned nine
boats . eight of less than 15quintals capacity. one of 15
to 30 quintals capacity. Six acres of land had been
cleared. one-and-a-quarter acres had been cultivated
and produced 40 bushels of potatoes . They owned six
cattle and grew six tons of hay to feed them.

Nicholle and Co.• a Jersey firm with headquarters in
the English Channel Islands was established at La
Peile at about this time . They operated trading
schooners along the South Coast as well as foreign­
going schooners to Europe . The high number of ser ­
vants (almost half) is probably accounted Cor by a
number being in service with the company.

Site of the former Nicholle and Company premises, La Poile.

Table 1 shows that after 1857the greatest number oC
people living in La Poile was in 1884when there were 58
inhabitants . From 1901 on, only two and then one Iami­
I)' in 1945is listed by the census as being at La Poile .
But residents of the area deny that there were only one
or two families at La Poile during the first half of the

The Old lighthOuse on Boar Island . Built in 1878. Burntin 1946­
Albert Chant was keeper here lor 10 years after leaving La
Pone. (Pholo from "A Souvenir 01Burgeo, Today and 'rester­
day," by Walter Simms , n.d.)

20th century . Albert Chant, who lived there from 1903
to 1956says there were at least 20 families then.

This type of riddle seems designed to perplex the
historian; fortunately there is an answer . Modern road
maps show La Poile directly alongside the community
of Little Bay and it appears that as Little Bay grew, La
Poile declined, but locally the two communities were
st ill known as La Poile. However, there is no communi ­
ty of Little Bay listed in the census to 1945. Yet, Albert
Chant and his family must have been listed as living
somewhere. A careful scrutiny of the enumerator's
returns for 1921indicates that the Chants, the Vautiers
and the Tay lors (families known to Albert Chant)
were, according to the census takers, living not in La
Poile but Little Harbour - even though virtually all 135
residents of Little Harbour had listed their place of
birth as La Poile . To determine the population of what

The Unil9d Church, La Poile.

Population
9
7
6

149
146
159
155

Year
1921
1935
1!>15
1951
1956
1961
1966

Pop ulat ion
93

126...
58
50
15
14

The growth oCLa Pelle slowed down after 1836and by
1857the population has grown to only 126, with one mer­
chant and 13 families. It appears as though 1857 is the
peak year for La Poile because from then on the
population mostly declines.
Table 1
Yur
1836
1857
1874
1884
1891
1901
1911
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most local people considered La Poile (as distinct from
what government census takers consider La Poilet it is
necessary to add the populations of La Poile and Little
Harbour together, with one precaution . Little Harbour ,
prior to 1874, was called Little Bay! The combined
population of the communities is shown in Table 2.

Table 2
Total

Year Population Population Population
La Poilf' (.ittle Bay

or lIarbo~r
1857 126 50 176
1874 ... 88 132

1884 58 120 17.
1891 50 126 176
1901 15 139 1;.1

1911 14 122 136
1921 9 135 ''''1935 7 136 143
19015 6 168 174

It is clear from Table 2 that La Potle. far from being
in rapid decline from 1857 on, actually had a fairly
stable population.

The main occupation at La Poile was the fishery ,
although compared with other nearby outports the cod
fishery in 1857 was not prolific. That year only 435quin­
tals of cured cod were produced . The census notes that
La Poile had a schooner of about 80 tons that pursued
the seal fishery that year being the "commencement of

the seal fishery from that part of Newfoundland" .
In 1R74 the cod catch of 420quintals was no better but

2583seals were caught. The fishery improved in 1884
with 1226quintals of cod together with 2Q barrels of
caplin , but only six tierces of salmon. Total value of
fish caught amounted to lO·n pounds. The seal fishery
was about the same as ten years previous at 2500seals
but seal oil production was recorded at a prodigious
"15,000 tuns" This figure appears too high for the
number of seals caught in La Poile, but it may have
been that fishermen from elsewhere brought seals in to
be processed for there was a considerable commercial
establishment at La Poile .

Albert Chant recalls that the Jersey firm of Le
Selleur had extensive premises at La Poile. A 300-ft.
wharf , a coal store , tar store , salt store, and an oil store
with a glass roof to allow the sun access so that it might
melt the seal fat There was also a sailmaker's shop, a
tinsmith 's shop, a blacksmith 's shop, and a carpenter's
shop complete with water-driven grindstone.

The business was owned by Thomas Le Selleur who
had inherited it from his father . The 1921 census gave
Thomas 's age as "'3so the business was probably there
from at least before 1878.Thomas appears to have been
a bachelor but shared his house with Charlotte
Manger , "'7, described as a saleswoman, and Jane
Manger, (probably Charlotte 's sister ) who is described
as housekeeper. Albert Chant recalls that the firm
went out of business sometime in the 1950s.

Initially , most people were members of the Church of
England but shortly before the turn of the century they

If
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began to lose ground to the Methodists. In 1891there
were 1-\5Church of England members, 29 Methodists, 9
Roman Catholics, and one Presbyterian. By 1901there
were 96 Anglicans, 57 Methodists, and one Roma n
Catholic, Only the Anglicans had a church and even
then the clergyman came from Rose Blanche and held
services only once monthly.

In 1901 the census Itgures indicate an upswing in the
economy because the community is credited with two
merchants, a schoo l teacher, and a telegrapher with
the Anglo-American Telegraph Company. If this in­
dicated prosper-ity it was short-lived for by 1911 the
community was reduced to one merchant and during
the 1920S the telegraph office closed

Albert Chant says that the Iisbery provided a poor
living in the '20s, He recalls atlhat time that for 112Ibs.
of cod that he caught and split and salted, he recei ved
75' - which is probably why he became a lighthouse
keeper.

The lighthouse was located on Ireland's Isla nd. some
three miles from La Poile. Mr Chant believes it was
built in the 1880s.the original lighthouse keeper being
from Cape Race. He \\ as replaced by Frank Read who
took the position when he was only about 15and worked
at it 35 wars. Around 1919 Albert's brother Henry
Chant tOOk over for the next 23 years. It was a "rough
spot" and the keeper and assistant keeper lived there
year around. In 23 years of service Henr y did not
receive one holiday. Henry was assisted by his brother
Philip for two years until Philip was drowned. At this
point Albert became ass istant keeper and then two years
later head keeper when Henry died in the boat between
the lightho use and the mainland. After that the fourth
brother. Randell Chant became assistant keeper.

Families in La Poile in 1935 were Cha nt with 3
families, Neil I, Bateman I, Orga n 3, Franci s 2, Mit­
chell I, Purc hase I, Vautier 3, Bond I, Le Selleur I,
Taylor 2, Riles 1, a nd Read 6.

Albert Chant reca lls that in La Poile most people
kept a garden for vegetables a nd also fished. No bank ­
ing schooners operated from there but one or two
schooners would go to the Lab rador each yea r.
However , in North Bay, nine miles nort h of La Poile .
were severa l saw mills and boat ya rds. Five fam ilies of
Farrells lived there, brothers Edward a nd Joseph be­
ing boatbu ilders ass isted by their res pective sons
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La Poile

Ernest and Leslie, There were a lso two famili es of
Str icklands, also boatbui lders, who genera lly built two ­
or three -dory schooners.

In the 1960Report on Resettlement La Poile was sug­
gested as a ca ndida te for resettlement. The population
of 1956 had been 149 with approximately 30 families ,
Reset tle ment was sugges ted because incomes were
low with half the famili es on relief from October to
Marc h. Disposin g of fish was difficult as it either had to
be delivered to Rose Blanch e or collected by a collector
boat at a loss of one-half cent a pound , but , never -
theless, La Poile was not resettled . 11
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the area today
Burgeo

StiJJ growing strong
"A Her 12 yea rs working

for the town, I'd say I
have a fair idea of what goes on
a round Burgee.' says Doug
Kendall with a smile . He started
out as town clerk in 1969 and was
promoted to town manager in
1972. Prior to that he worked as
a weathe r observer for Gander
Aviation at ChurchiJI Fall s ,
Labrador .

"We'd work four months in the
Falls and then come out for a
few weeks," explains Doug. "I
was single then and when I came
out, I lived with my parents here
in Burgeo. I finished that job in
June of '69 and started work
with the council in August. "

Doug is sitti ng through the
slack of mail on the large table
in the sing le room the Town
Council occupies in the Federal
Building in Burgeo.

" What you see is what we've
got ," he jokes. The room is in­
deed cramped wit h filing
cabinets at one end and just

Burgeo

desk with a typewriter and a
mountain of papers and files on
it. " We move into the new Town
HaJlnext week," says Doug with
a sigh of relief. " We built it
under a Canada Works Project
a t a cost of $100,000. It will be
nice to have some room for a
change."

After the move is accomplish­
ed , Doug says the very next
priority for the town is to try to
get the province to improve Ute
Burgee Road which connects the
community with the Trans
Canada Highway,

•'The condition of the road is
very poor on this side of Peter
Stride's Pond and when that
road is bad its affects a lot of
things . The town council hauls in
all the asphalt for paving local
roads , the Lions Club operates
an ambulance service to the
hospital in Corner Brook .
Almost all our goods come in by
road and the fish is trucked out
from the plant. Vehicles get beat
up travelling that dirt road ­
last year there was something
like $6,000 maintenance on the
ambulance , Sometimes truck
drivers refuse to go over the
road and that 's not good for the
local economy. For everybody's
benefit , we'd reall y like to see it
upgraded and paved ."

Once the road is through,
many people believe there will
be more visitors to the area,
especially in light of the attrac­
tion of Sandbanks Provin cial
Park . But the park is another
concern to the council.

" We're very glad that work is
going ahead this yea r on the
road into the park ," say s Doug.
"Alot of tourists who come here
think they can dr ive right into
the park which is not the cas e



On lhe beach c rca 1880 SandbankS (Phol:Ocourtesy sam CoIlter).

right now. And you can see how
important the Burgee Hoad is to
the Park - no one is going to
want to pull a trailer over 60
miles of dirt road even if they
can drive into the park. I believe
that once both roads are done,
the number of tourists coming
here will increase a great deal."

Burgee is a town that is grow­
ing and has been growing for a
number of years. It is a contrast
in this respect to many com-·
munities on the South Coast
which because of the isolation
are getting smaller. This myth
of isolation is one which Doug
would like to dispel.

"Since I came to work here in

An old seaman

"I cut my first teeth over
there at Upper Burgee,"

says Hubert Strickland with a
laugh as he points off to the west
from the Sandbanks Provincial
Park at Burgee. "My parents
spent their lifetime there. Dad
was a fisherman. His brother is
buried at the graveyard by num­
ber four beach. My mother died
last year, just a month short of
her looth birthday, and if you'd
have told me when I was a boy
that Sandbanks would become a
park and I'd be a ranger here, I'd
have thought you were crazy,"

Sandbanks Provincial Park
was officially opened in 1973 and
Hubert, 64, has \\.orked there

1969 the population has nearly
doubled from 1,400 to nearly
3,000. A lot of families were
resettled there from com­
munities up and down the coast
- Francois, Push through, Otter
Point. Then, of course, with the
road opening up, Burgee
became sort ofa centre for other
communities in the area. Our
biggest problem was. and is,
housing. People built homes on
unserviced lots and we got
behind on water and sewer lines.
We have only just caught up
recently .• 'ow the service lines
from the main line to the houses
are starting to give out and that
is costing a lot of money. So we

since day one, but, most of his sto­
ries about Sandbanks are from
the days before that.

"There used to be a big rock on
the path into Sandbanks called
'Ghost Rock', he says. the tone in
his voice warning of an eerie sto­
ry, "When I was a boy, there was
a story that someone years before
had seen a ghost one night by the
rock and my hair would stand on
end going past it at night on the
way horne. At that time this area
here was a farm and there was a
saucy bull in the pasture. I can
remember tormenting him and
having to run for my life through
here to get away from the bull."

Today, the park lakes in 230
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still can't open up any new ser­
viced building lots and we won't
issue permits to build on unser­
viced land anymore."

But things should get better in
the near future. Doug says the
town is hoping to open up ap­
proximately 40 building lots off
Inspiration Road in the next cou­
ple of years. It will be the first
new subdivision in Burgee since
1972,

"All in all, we've got a lot of
going for us here in Burgee."
Doug concludes. "We'vegot some
problems like any other commu­
nity, but I think this will remain
a strong community. It always
has been." m

hectares of land, including a
freshwater beach, and six sandy
saltwater beaches which stretch
for miles, Hubert works from 1
p.m. to 9 p.rn. and is responsible
for keeping the park clean, rak­
ing up the kelp from the twomain
beaches and hoisting the flags
each day.

"We stick close by the station
here in case somebody needs a
bandage or there is an emergen­
cy. We have a telephone here to
caU for help if need be. and at
night we batten everything down
and then come the fall. we'll bat­
ten it all down for the winter: The
benches get put away and we lock
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Canada

Canada 's
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
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at sea, at home and abroad
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OUR PAST . . . OUR FUTURE

topmast, and sailed back in with
just two spars. We had no power
and you'd have to get up whatever
youcould with the wind. It was all
stra nge to me the first trip com ­
ing from an isolated place like
Burgee . and going somewhere so
completely different. We'd leave
here in February and everything
was white with snow and then ar ­
rive in Barbados where every­
thing was so green. It was
magnificent. We'd be up on the
cross-dressings tosee the coconut
trees as we approached land . 1
punched in a good many winters
down south on the Beatrice Beck .

Shortly after the war started.
Hubert joined the merchant ma ­
rine which was responsible for
transporting supplies across the
Atlantic during the Second World
War.

"I arrived in Halifax with no
education, no money, no job, and
no place to stay." he says . " I
checked in at the Merchant Navy
Club and 20 of us went to Hl\tCS
Stadacona for the guncourse. The
merchant ships had -t-lnch guns
on them and you had to know how
to use them and be able to recog­
nize what you were shooti ng at.
They didn't want you shooting
your own planes out of the air."

After he had passed the course,
Hubert chec ked in and waited for
his first ship.

"There'd be a list of hundreds of
names and you'd wait your turn
as ships became available, you
could turn down two ships in a
row if you wanted to. Sometimes,
you might be the only one on her
that could speak English. so you'd
refuse the job, but you would have
to take the third one or else!"

Hubert remembers that the
convoys would often be so large
that lhe ships would he all day
leaving Halifax harbor. He says
that if you were on a ship in the
centre of the convoy, you wouldn't
beable to see the first or the last
ship in the fleet.

"We didn 't use radios for com­
munication," he explains.
"There 'd be one commodore ship

I
that was responsible for naviga­
tion and by flag signals she'd let
the others knew of changes in
course . If we were attacked you

fO\'~rml! lnlc:rnallOrtai resou rce
~on\C"r\a'lOn

bados. We'd bring back molasses
and drop it off in communities
a long the coast : '

The Beatrice Beck would stay
in Bar bados for a week at a time
to unload and take on cargo. Dur­
ing that time the men would paint
the ship and make repairs.

"Wehad to spa r that ship more
times than 1 can count ," says
Huber t. ..It seemed like every trip
we made we carried away one

up the outhouses and the sta tion:'
Hubert comes by his seaman's

terminology honestly. li e ca lls
himself an "old sea ma n", because
he had a berth aboa rd the Bea­
trice Beck before the Second
World War.

"We would take sa lt bulk from
Clement and Company in Burgee
to Lunenbur g, Nova Scotia. Then
we'd go to Shelburne, take on a
load of lumber and head for Bar-

..ttaninll!K" ...al~r

promO ll nl q ua hl) fl'h and
ceafcod



The Ranger Station at Sandbanks

fore working at the park . He a lso
does a little fishing for lobster and
cod, going out in his sma ll boat,
around 3 a.m .

couldn't stop to help your mates
on other ships or you'd get hit
yourself or rammed by cne crthe
other ships in your convoy. Some­
times it could be a sad life."

After the war Hubert still had
a craving (or salt air because he
went to work on the Lord Calvin,
out of Halifax. repairing the
trans-Atlantic cables (or Western
Union.

" If you've got a submarine ca­
ble running (rom Heart 's Content
to Great Britain, where do you
suppose it's going to need repairs
the most '!" he asks . "Well, you
know it'll be in three miles of
water out in the middle of the
North Atlantic , and that 's where
we spent most of our sea time.
There were 80 odd of us on the
Calvin, and we had a doctor with
a hospital bay on board, becaus e
it could be dangerous . I punched
in nearl y 23years with the Lord •
Calvin and then along comes the
telephone. We were on the 'dots
and dashes ' but you ar en't going
to send a telegram when you can
pick up the phone and call any­
where in the world whenever you
want to. So that 's what put us out
of business . It was then that I
decided tocome home to Burgee."

Hubert built his own home
down in Messers in Burgee and "If I had to do it all again , I'd
went to work as a carpenter be- only change one thing," he says.

Times can be hard but beautiful
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•'I'd have joined the army instead
of the Merchant Marin e. I saw too
many of my buddies go out and
not come back . Sometimes half
the nam es would be gone from
the board when you got back from
a trip . The sea has no mercY.'1!

"I t's just as well to tell the
truth ; it's nogoodtotell lies

about it," exclaims Carrie In­
gram , rt , of Burgeo. "It was hard
times in the old days and we had
nothing to eat but a bit of fish that
the men caught ."

Carrie (for Caroline ) was born
at La Poile and moved with her
husband John to Hunt's Island
when they got married. Hunt's Is­
land, deserted now, is one of the
Burgee Islands located about a
quarter of a mile from Burgee.

"I can't say for sure when we
left Hunt's Island because I've
forgotten all about it now," says
Carrie. "But it was before Con­
federation , I can tell you that. We

were one of the last famili es to
leave Hunt's. People were leaving
so they closed the school there. I
had children going to school so I
had to put them in the boat and
rtPo\' them over to Burgeo. I only
did that once and decided I had
toget clear of it. Sowe beat down
the house, put it aboa rd the boat,
and built it back up over here.
And it's this house you're in now."

Carrie says she found it uncom­
fortable living in Burgee at first
because she wasn't used to the
people. "Once I got to knowthem,
though, it wasn't so bad." But still
today she'll look out her window
to Hunt's Island where she can
see the cemetery and behind it

Carrie Ingram
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