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I t seems impossible that 1984is almost over. It 's
such a short time ago that , as students, we read

George Orwell 's 1984and pushed his predictions
about Big Broth er to the recesses of our minds ­
after all, as that was so far in the distant Iuture
who needed to worry about 1984?And we could al ­
ways consol e ourselves with the much touted the­
ory that Orwell originally had intended to title his
book 1948but reversed the final two digits at the
last minute.

Nonethel ess , this is the time of year for reflec ­
t ion. Just what did go on this year? As one man
said to the other, "Which do you want first . the good
news or the bad news?" And whether the news is
goodor bad depends upon which side of the fence
you sit.

Irs fair to say that a lot happened in Newfound­
land this year. Fishery Products International, the
super fish company, was formed ; the prot est
groups aU but eliminated the seal hunt ; Newfound­
land lost its court battles with Ottawa, but gained
a "w orking agreement" (dubbed the Atlantic Ac­
cord ) on the oHshore ; the trawlermen went on
strike in demand of a new wage agreement ;
Kruger Incorporated agreed to operate the
Bowater mill ; Minv.:orth Limited announced it
would open a fluorspar mine again in St.
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Lawrence; prospects for gold mini ng on the south­
west coast improved ; the first Newfoundland
grade 12students graduated from high school ; the
Pope visited ; we elected four PC MPs , and joined
the national PC sweep; Sail Labrador Co. Ltd.
bought the . .orma and Gla dys which subsequent­
ly sank; a provincial byelection gave Newfound­
land its first NDP MBA; a study was
commissioned on the Air Ambulance service for
Coasta l Labrador ; the provincial debt continued
to grow ; the 12% provincial retail sales tax re­
mained the highest in the country ; and a sleet
storm knocked out Bay d'Espoir on Friday, April
13th.

That power failure caused many of us to return
to basics: candlelight, kerosene heaters, open
fires, no television and little radio unless we had
had the foresight 10 have laid in a supply of bat­
teries. This holiday season might be another time
to return to basics 10 remember it is the season
orgood will .

We thank all of you - our subscribers, our ad ­
vertisers, all of you who have helped us this year.
We wish you all a merry Christmas and health ,
peace and prosperity for the New Year.
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T HE PREMIER

THE GOVERNI,IENT OF THE PAOVIHCE
OF NEWFOt./N[)U,NO ....NO LAIlRAOOf'I

Message from
The Honourable A. Brian Peckford

Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador
Christmas is th~ time wht!'n1 tuve the speciel privilege as Premier to offer my personal greetings and

best wish" for this most blessed and joyful time.
In a world very different from that first Christmas, we teke comfort end hope in knowing that the age­

old message of peilC'r and good will on earth sutt livee.
Our own Province hilSseen many changes in lifestyles and beliefs over the yeers, but Newfoundlanders

and Labradorians ha ve retained that speciei character and warmth which {ostere our sense of fellowship
sod gives us strength to tecechanges without losing our traditional values and goals. Christmas, then,
is truly our season, for it is a time for the cooperation of wills, the strengthening of convictions, and the
renewal of spirit.

Christmas is also a time for joy, and a time to take stock of our accomplishments. While our past has
not always been easy, we can take pride in the filct that we have endured and grown. We are a Province
blessed with rich resources end people ceosble and eager to develop them. With wise and cautious plan­
ning we hdve brought ourselves to the brink of reaping the wedlth of our fish, forests, minerals and energy
resOUTCf'S. We have confidence and hope for the future.

On the national scene, our Province looks forward to taking its rightful place in this nation. We hope
to contribute to and benefit from the Canadian family. We have the strength of our proud herit~ and
deer identity in this undertdking. We have fought long dnd hard for our goals and so understand the aspi·
rstions of others. This combinetio n of strength, wisdom and tolerance is surely something to celebrate
this Christmds.

1hope this Christmas will be d special and restorative occasion for all of you. As you take a few mo­
ments to reflect on the birth of the Christ Child to give thanks for your many blessings, and to enjoy the
company of family and friends, mey the special joys of Christm<Js be yours and mily the Christmas spirit
continue to brightt'n your life throughout the year ahead.

Mt!'lT)' Chri5tm~!
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SPECIAL PROJECTS - WORK ORIENTATION PROGRAMS
HELPING PEOPLE IN CHOOSING AND FINDING JOBS

Canada Employment and the Division of Adult and Continuing Edu­
cation together, ofter a variety of work orientation programs
designed to help unemployed adults to become employed.

The target groups include re-entry women, youth, sole-support
mothers, and other unemployed adults. Whatever the background
of the individual is, the courses have one thing in common - they
are all geared to help people find their job in a competitive work
force.
The sessions,offered full-time in a workshop setting, focus on topics
such as:

1. The interests, skills, etc. , of the individual and relating these
to careers .

2. The mechanics of a well-planned job search, including resume
writing and interview practice .

3. Development of the self-confidence that impresses prospec­
tive employers, and raises positive feelings about oneself .

More information can be obtained from Employment Centers, or
at the 51. John's course site at 754-2770.



history
St. Lawrence

I n her book, NOles toward a history of St. Lawrence
Ena Farrell Edwards states, "St. Lawrence is popu­

larly believed to have been named by a group of ship­
wrecked sailors from Sir Humphrey Gilbert's ship, the
Deljght. which went down off Sable Island in 1583."The
ship's master, Richard Clarke. left an account of their
arrival at a place which they named St. Lawrence, which
is believed to have beentoday 's Little St. Lawrence. Mrs .
Edwards points out that Clarke is said to have returned
to Newfoundland in later years , and there has been a fa­
mily of Clarkes in Little 51. Lawrence for a number of
generations.

That is not , however, the only theory. Mrs . Edwards
also mentions that an essay by H.W.LeMessurier in 1910
disputes this theory , claiming that 51. Lawrence was
probably named by a Jerseyman who kept a room at the
harbor. The community may also have been named by
the French as various earl)' French maps show 51. Laur­
ent. It is also possible that the C. Lorenzo on the 1559-61
map ot "Terra Nova" by Varrese at the Vatican in Rome
is St. Lawrence. John Dee's map of 1578-80 also shows
S. Laurens.

It is clear, however, that there were people living at
St. Lawrence as early as 1793 for the Reverend Evans
reports that year was a bad one for the inshore fishery,
mentioning that fishermen at 51. Lawrence caught only
60 quintals each. St. Lawrence is also mentioned by
Governor Gower in 1807who reported there were "con­
siderable" merchants and planters settled and carry­
ing on a fishery at Great St. Lawrence.

A report dated 1824notes a school at 51.Lawrence dat­
ing from 1817. There were 30 pupils in the charge or wtl­
Ham Tuck whose salary was 15 pounds sterling annual­
ly. The census of 1836, however, makes no mention of
a school in the community. At that time there were 263
residents in 25 houses . The census reports there were
23 Protestant Episcopalians, 31 Protestant Dissenters
and 178 Roman Catholics in the community.

By 1845 the population had jumped to 396. There were
120 flshennen and T1boats operating out of St. Lawrence.
Roman Catholics dominated the Church of England by

R.C. Church & Presbytery, 1948. (Photo courtesy Ena Fat·
relt Edwards)
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Some of the SUrvIvors - U.S. Sailors at graveside of leltow
shipmates. (Photo courtesy Ena Farrell Edwards)

325to 71. And there was once again a school in the com­
mtmity with 65 pupils in attendance.

Church records show that Father Cullan established
the Roman Catholic parish of St. Thomas Aquinas at St.
Lawrence in 1849 which, by 1857 had 390 parishioners.
There were also 110 Church of England members and
one Wesleyan. By this time 51. Matthew's Church of En­
gland church had been built by Rev. John Cyrus A.
Gatherole who had served the people of 51. Lawrence
from the mission at Burin as early as 1847. The school
now had 116 students registered. The 132 fishermen now
were involved in the seal fishery as well as the cod fish­
ery as there were three sealing vessels with 12 crew
members between them. There were 100boats involved
in the cod fishery and 7630 quintals of cod were cured
the previous year. There also were three merchants and
traders listed.

The first business establishment, however, was begun
in 1860 by Celestine and Gregory Giovannini who im­
migrated from Lucca, Italy. Their store sold dry goods,
food stuffs, and fishing gear which arrived by coastal
boat from Prince Edward Island. They brought fish from
local fishermen in return for goods.

In 1871 Sacred Heart Convent was opened by the Sis­
ters of Mercy. They opened their first school that same
year in a fishing shed with 95 pupils.

By 1898 there was a whaling factory at Little 51.
Lawrence. It was owned by an American firm and ron
by Captain Lemarkwell, The factory employed 50-60men
and had two vessels, each with a crew of 10 Norwegians.
The factory workers received 17t.2t per hour.

In the 189()s.,1bomas FarreU arrived in 51. Lawrence
\\ith twobanking schooners: The"Ronald H and the Klon­
dike . Each had a crew of 20 with 10 dories.

Cod traps and decked sailing skiffs were introduced
in St. Lawrence around 1900and trawl lines soon Iol­
lowed; inshore fishermen began fIShing up to 10 miles
off the coast. The trap fishery was operated by three
finns in the early 19005: Thomas Farrell and Sons, A.A.
Giovannini, and Pike and Bradley.

In 1915 there was a very poor offshore catch and the
ba.. fIShery ceased in 51. Lawrence but the inshore fish­
ery remained strong until the tidal wave of 1929.111e
wave struck on November 18th. 'Thefirst sign was the
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earth shaking from the earthquake on the Grand Banks.
Then at 8 p.m. all the water drained from the harbor and
then the first wave, a wall of water 30 feet high struck.
As it receded it met a second wave and struck again with
even greater force to be followed by a third. Fishing
flakes. stages and stores were washed into the harbor,
homes were destroyed and hundreds of quintals of fish
were ruined. 1bomas Farrell and Sons lost a whole ship­
ment of fish and A.A. Giovannini had his large store
washed out into the harbor. The marine life and vege­
tation which provided food for fish was destroyed and
it was many years before fishing returned to normal in
S1. Lawrence.

Although the mine opened in 1933, in 1935 there were
57 dories. 17 motor dories and 22 motor boats in S1.
Lawrence. Gear included 72 nets, 10 cod traps, three
salmon nets, 60 herring nets, 16 caplin seines. Most of
the fishermen ho.....ever. were miners who fished part­
time and there were very few full-time fishermen. 'There
was one liver factory still in operation. 1bere were three
schools: two Roman Catholic. one Church of England.
Each denominatioo had a church although there was just
one clergyman.

The house that Gregory Giovannini built.

Mining at St. Lawrence

T he existence of mineral deposits in the
St. Lawrence region was first known during the last

century. but little more than exploratory work was per­
formed. Veins of the mineral fluorspar were worked at
Mine Cove vein and at Chambers Cove prior to 187.Beth­
lehem Steel did exploratory work in 1910. Surveying .....ork
continued during the early part of the century and W.H.
Taylor of $1. John's acquired mineral rights to a fluor­
spar vein known as Black Duck.

In 1929, Taylor embarked for New York and managed
to sell the rights for little more than his expenses to W.E.
Seibert. an accountant with the Corporation Trust Co.
Ltd. of New York. WhenSeibert arrived in S1.Lawrence
in 1932with three partners to view his mineral claims,
85 per cent of the population was on relief receiving 6t
a day. He said the merchants and the local priest, Father

Fish drying on the Farrell premises during the 3Os. (Photo
courtesy f:na Farrell Edwards)

1be mines ensured continued grow..th in S1. Lawrence
over the next three decades. In 1951there were 1451peo­
pie. which had jumped to 2095 by 1961. In 1969 the R0­
man Catholic and Anglican school systems were
integrated to improve teacher services and accommo­
dations for the students.

By 1971 the population had grown to 2173, but 1976
showed the last increase over the previous census peri­
od when the population stood at 2258. TIle Alcan mine
closed in 1978and some of the miners returned to fish­
ing to earn a living. Today there are approximately 20
inshore fishermen operating out of S1.Lawrence. most­
ly in medium-sized boats. They sell their catch fresh to'
the Fishery Products International plant which was com­
pleted in 1979 to help alleviate some of the unemploy­
ment created when the mine closed. Some did move
away after the mine closed and in 1981 S1. Lawrence
registered its first decrease in population when it
dropped to 2012. Residents enjoy the services of a com­
munity centre, public library and the U.S. Memorial
Hospital which was built by the United States govern­
ment in thanks to the people of Lawn and St. Lawrence
fo their help in rescuing and caring for the men who were
shipwrecked on the USS Truxton at Chamber's Cove and
the USS Pollux at Lawn Point in February 1942. While
168 were rescued, 204 men lost their lives. m

Thome, pleaded with him to start an industry. Seibert
hired six prospectors and discovered several fluorspar
:veins. Seibert then offered to supply mining equipment
If the men of S1.Lawrence would mine and handpick the
ore to market specifications without pay until the first
shipment of ore had been sold. The men agreed and the
local merchants staked the miners until they were paid.
Tbe St. Lawrence Corporation of Newfoundland was
formed - known locally as the Co-operation.

Seibert returned to New York and. remortgaged his
house to raise"...somewhere between five and. ten thou­
sand dollars". He then purchased used mining equip­
ment from a bankrupt contractor and. shipped it to S1.
Lawrence in the spring of 1933. Using sleds. the men
moved the equipment to the Black Duck site, then with
no previous mining experience, built an ore mill and set



about mining with drills and picks .
It tooka year to mine and handpick the first 2,000tons

and ship it to the Dominion Steel and Coal Corporation's
plant at Sydney, Nova Scotia. The shipment sold for $12
a ton, and the men were paid at the rate of IS( an hour
for their year's work.

The speculative nature of Black Duck, the lack of
money aDd equipment, and the need to make a quick
return was forced by circumstnaces upon the St.
Lawrence Corporation. The mine was started using the
relatively inexpensive epee-cut method rather than sink­
ing shafts. The overburden <top layer) contained large
boulders of loosely packed fluorspar that needed only
to be filled crushed and hand-picked. But the open cut
quickly filled with wa ter. At 50 feet the men dug a six ­
foot deep ditch for 1000feet to relieve the pumps of their
burden. At 70 feet the secondhand pumps were quite Wl·
equal to the flow d. groundwater entering the mine . Thlti
drifting - the forming of lateral tunnels - was start­
ed . This brought with it new problems of dust since the
mine was not ventilated.

Rennie Slaney , mine captain at Black Duck untmsst .
described the drilling process as being performed with
a dry hammer operated by compressed air that the
driller hung from his shoulder. The hammer tended to
skin the shoolder, but worse, it brought the hole in the
rockface directly opposite the driller's mouth which he
protected with a cheesecloth. The latter clogged in se­
conds and the eyes and nostrils had to be cleared. of dust
within minutes. Often dust and smoke rendered the
driUer entirely invisible to a man a few feet away.

The effect on the mines was catastrophic. Slaney said,
"When you came up after eight hours you'd lie on the
ground and cough until you vomited blood."

Initially the fluorspar was pushed in carts up an in­
cline to the surface. When it became toosteep, a hand­
powered hoist was used. The men descended into the
mine by ladder. Until the ' 4(8 they had no protective hats
or safety lamps. Above ground there was no toilet, din-

Tarefare Mine. (Photo courtesy Ena Farrell Edwards)

Men working in Iron Springs Mine. (Photo courtesy Ena Far­
rell Edwards)

ing room , nor changing room. At the shift's end the men
walked three miles to their homes, often in wet, or in
winter, frozen clothes. The men continued to work be-­
cause they considered it "their" mine. Slaney said, if
the previous shift produced 50 trucks of ore, you tried
to produce 52.

In the early days the mining operation bore all the
marks of a co-operative process. The men worked eight
hours a day, at IS( an hour, six days a week, and were
paid $7.20receiving a cheque for $5.00, $2.20being held
back by the company. The cheques, to be legal at that
time , should have borne a postage stamp. They didn't,
but the local merchants accepted them anyway and ls­
sued IQUs on brown paper in lieu of change. In 1936the
workers began to worry about their back-pay amount­
ing to several thousand doUars . They hired a lawyer who
successfully receovered the money but took a 15% cut
for his efforts .

In 1937the Iron Springs Mine was opened, again us­
ing dry hanuners, but the narrowness of this 3O-inch vein
made dust and smoke an even greater problem.

In 1939the men formed the St. Lawrence Miners and
Labourers Protective Union, but being unregistered it
was dissolved and replaced the same year by the St.
Lawrence Workers Protective Union. A number of
strikes then occurred, principally for union recognition,
higher wages, and improved working conditions.

11le miner's pay of IS( an hour in 1933bad increased
to 23.2(:an hour by 1939.Between August 1939and De­
cember 1941,the men won five increases bringing their
wage up to 32.6(:an hour . This latter rate finally gave
tbem parity with a second company, the American New­
foundland Fluorspar Co. Ltd. that had been established
in St. Lawrence in 1937.

This new company, the property afan U.S. company
E.J. Lavino & Co., had bought 51% of the shares from



8 _ DECKS AWASH

L. ~
I '~ ,

<, • .:-:~ ,

~\ .......

Earty beginnings of Iron Springs Mine, operated by the St.
Lawrence Corporation Nfld. Ltd. (Photo courtesy Ena Farrell
Edwards)

a group of Newfoundlanders known as the Hookey-Dawe
group. In March 1940Lavine sold out to the Aluminum
Company of Canada, and Newfoundland Fluorspar Ltd.,
tNewfluorj was formed. This company was equipped
with modern machinery and a supply of spare parts.
Above ground a dining room, changingrooms, and show­
ers were built. Work had begun on the Tarefare vein but
was abandoned in 1938with the discovery of the Direc­
tor vein which was to become a major producer of fluor­
spar in future years.

Labor unrest at the mines in 19411ed the Newfound­
land Commission of Government toappoint a Trade Dis­
pute Board to investigate wages and working conditions
at the mines. The Board thought that although St.
Lawrence was better off than most fishing outports, as
a mining community the miners had for many years
been underpaid. The basic wage rate of 32.6f: an hour re­
mained, but the miners received an additional 13( an
hour cost-of-living bonus.

Working conditions did not improve substantiaUy at
the St. Lawrence Corporation mines until 1942 when
modern equipment including wet drills was introduced
below ground, and a dining room and sanitary facilities
above ground. Rennie Slaney said that this brought dust
conditions to nonnal. The St. Lawrence Corporation
mines were without mechanical ventilation but the work
day was reduced from three shifts to two in late 1942
which permitted the mines to be blown out with com­
pressed air for four hours between shifts.

The St. Lawrence Corporation mines produced three
grades of ore: acid, ceramic, and metallurgical. Until
1939the company produced less than 10,000tons a year,
but during the war annual output varied between 13,000

and 24,000tons. Theo Etchegary, a chemist at the Cor­
poration, says the great value ofSt. Lawrence fluorspar
was that it was a free ore and almost pure - unlike Mex­
ican ore that was often laced with calciwns and silicas.
He recalls the Corporation shippedabout 234ore cargoes
during the war in 5000-6000-ton ships.

In July 1952the St. Lawrence Corporation and New­
foundiaod Fluorspar negotiated a contract with the U.S.
Defense Materials Procurement Agency for 150,000tons
of acid gradeflU<rspar. 11H! U.S. government advanced
the two companies $1.25 million for plant facilities of
which almost onehalf million dollars was spent on build­
ing a heavymedia separation plant at St. Lawrence. The
entire output of the St. Lawrence Corporation was sent
to Wilmington, Delaware, until the tennination of the
contract in 1957.

The Corporation then tried to regain a footing in the
Canadian market but found its product over-priced.
Cheaper ore was available from Mexico, Spain, Italy,
and Germany. The company unsuccessfully applied to
the Tariff Board for protective tariffs. The Board
reviewed the application and refused. In June 1957,the
St. Lawrence Corporation closed its doors.

The CoqxJration had 16veins of fluorspar on its proper­
ties, aU located within a few miles of St. Lawrence. Iron
Springs was !be biggestproduceroperating cootinuously
from 1937to December1957when it was allowed to flood.

'The other mining company at St. Lawrence, New­
foundlaod Fluorspar Co. Ud., (Newfloor) evenbJally ac­
quired all the Corporation's holdings and employed
many of its miners with most work concentrated on the
Director vein. By the war's end 134,000 tons of ore had
beenmined, but with the diminished needfOf'aIwninurn,
mining was curtailed and the shafts allowed to flood. In
early 1948operations at Director resumed and an expan­
sion program included improvements in underground
and surface crushing. Newfluor's annual output in the
1~ was 60,000 tons a year which peaked in 1965 at
112,000tons. Almost all of this was from Director and
was sent to Alcan's smelter at Arvida, Quebec.

St. Lawrence had prospered through employment in
the mines, but the discovery of radiation hazards in the
mine had an adverse effect. By April 1968Mayor Fabi­
an Aylward was declaring that a second industry was
essential for St. Lawrence. "Most of our young people
have left or are leaving," said Aylward. A peak wort
force of close to 600 in the 1950shad dwindled to 200.

During1971,300miners at St. Lawrence went on strike
for six months against the company (now referred to as
AIcan). The previous three-year cootract had raised wor­
kers wages 33«; miners were earning between m and
$116a week. They asked for a further $1.25an hour over
two years saying it would give them parity with their
fellow employees at Arvida, Quebec. Alcan offered the
miners $1.01 over 3 years, but after a 100days' strike
increased the offer one cent to $1.02.

PIoUne manager Matt Gooding said the union's demand
for parity was unreasonable and that smelling was much
more "sophisticated" than mining. In addition, the cost
of living was higher in Quebec, as more people lived in
a single house in St. Lawrence.

Union president Leo Slaney replied that even if St.
Lawrence workers gained parity it would be short-lived,
since the Arvida workers were due to renegotiate their
contract in three months. He disagreed that mining was
Jess sophisticated than smelting, and added that it was
more dangerous.Finally, be said that just becauseNew­
foundlanders reduced their cost of living by building



their own homes and housed more people per unit, did
nol mean they should be paid less. The union believed
that Alean could pay more without rendering the oper­
ation uneconomical. At that time the world price of fluor­
spar was $30 a ton plus transportation while it was
costing Alcan $29 a ton to produce it.

In February 1975,the union began negotiations with
Alean for a new wage agreement. 51. Lawrence wom­
en, annoyed at the slow progress of talks, set up a pick­
et line effectively curtailing ore shipments. Alean laid
off all hourly workers June 8. The lockout lasted nine
months.

Part of the issue was wages which varied from $3.47
to $4.89 an hour. The union wanted an increase 0($2.50
an hour; Alcan offered $1.23. The union would DOtput
the offer to its members saying it was not worth con­
sidering. The company would not move until the offer
was put to the men. It was suggested that unions from
outside lhe province were leading the local union astray
in suggesting that Alean could afford a higher set.
tlement.

Other matters at issue were a ccst-ot-Hving allowance
and the rights of miners to refuse to work in parts of the
mine they considered dangerous. 111 feeJings developed
on both sides of the dispute. One reporter doubted
whether a new contract would settle the real issue which
appeared to be a gulf between management and wor­
kers. The wage issue was not settled until after a one­
man commission, professor Howard J. Oyer of Memori­
al University, had investigated Alcan's offer. He con­
cluded that the offer was reasonable, would significantly
improve workers' wages, and make St. Lawrence
miners lhe best paid on the Island. He pointed out that
in using St. Lawrence nuorspar and converting it at Ar­
vida, it was costing the company $110 a ton for a product
they could buy pre-precessed from Mexico at a landed
price of $89 a ton.

On 28 April 1977 the provincial government learned
that Alcan was considering installing a flotation mill
at St. Lawrence to upgrade ore. Then, on 10 June 1977,
Alcan met with government officials at St. John's and
announced they would be closing the mine. Provincial
government officials met with A1can at Montreal on 8
July. There followed a joint meeting between federal,
provincial, and Akan officials Augmt 30 at Ottawa. 1bey
could agree only on a three-month reprieve for the mill.

The provincial government decided to look for a new

Thea EIChega!y

operator and hired two British consultants, Dr. B.L.
Hodge and Mr. F. Robinson, to investigate the St.
Lawrence fluorspar potential. They examined the mines
in late September. Dr, Hodge's draft report stated that
the mine had the potential to become economic provid­
ed the fluorspar was brought up to a true acid grade
which would require new equipment, but added that be­
cause of a soft market for the product it might take two
years to find a new operator. Alean refused to adopt the
recommendations or continue with the mine. Provincial
Mines and Energy Minister Brian Peckford made at­
tempts to buy or lease the mine for one dollar, but no
deal was concluded.

On 1 July 1978Alcan closed leaving 350 unemployed
and a minesite stripped of its equipment. In St. Lawrence
today only the street signs such as Director Drive give
any indication that the town was once a mining town.

~

Occupational Disease at St. Lawrence

r'I"te first evidence of occupational disease contract
• ed from mining at St. Lawrence appeared about

1943. Men began to complain of shortness of breath,
vomiting, severe headaches, and loss of appetite.

In 1941, miners had complained to the Newfoundland
Trade Dispute board of foul air in the mines. The Board
had found. noevidence to substantiate this, principally
because in the mines Board members visited there had
been no blasting for several days. Neither did they see
any evidence of dust from air hammers because Iron
Springs was not working at that time. The union had
asked for X-ray examinations to determine whether dust
was injurioos.

The Board replied, "We are not competent to
pronounce as to the necessity for such an examination.

but we desire to place the union's wishes on record as
they had expressed them very strongly."

Twenty-eight years later a Royal Commission noted
this had been the union's most important request.

Progress on detection of the problem was slow. Ini­
tially, miners were treated for tuberculosis and silicc­
sis. In July 1950. the medical health officer for St.
Lawrence attempted to have a survey and dust COWlt
performed at the mines by the Federal Department of
National Health and Welfare, but was told this was a
matter for the Newfoundland Department of Health. He
was unable to cocvinoe the provincia.Idepartment to car­
ry out the survey.

1be provincial government finally took notice in June
1953and provinciaJ mining inspectors began a dust sur-
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vey of the mine atm~phere at St. Lawrence. They con­
centrated on silicosis, but by 1954had determined the
amount of free silica in the air was well below that con­
sidered hazardous but failed to explain why so many
miners were suffering from a variety of respiratory
diseases.

Dr . Cyril Walsh, resident doctor at St . Lawrence from
1954to 1962, was the first to notice the high incidence of
cancer there, a condition quite unheard of in other out­
ports he had worked at. He reported it to the provincial
Department orHealth.

It might be remembered that the "state of the art"
of cancer research at that time was not what it is today .
The Columbia Encyclopedia , Third Edition ( 19631in its
entry on cancer or carcinoma states: "Its cause is not
yet fully understood, but viruses and prolonged mechan­
ical or chemical irritation are thought to be factors. "
Further, the high incidence of tuberculosis in Nev.rfound­
land had led.to a concentration on that disease.

In 1956the provincial Department of Mines asked the
Federal Department of Health to conduct its own dust
survey to validate the provincial fmdings. Again , as in
1950,the Federal Government replied that the request
must come from the provincial Department of Health.
The Department of Mines replied that it cared little who
asked for the survey as it was going to be done anyway,
if not by the Canadian government, then by the United
States federal authority. The Department of Mines asked
the provincial Health Department to make the formal
request and the federal dust survey soon was underway.

The f~eral survey continued on into 1957and repeat­
ed the Itndings of the provincial survey. Siliceous dust
was not the problem, so the study was expanded into a
broad epidemiological survey by the Occupational
Health Division of the Federal Department of Health.

Meanwhile Alcan, in 1957, had sent in its chief medi­
cal officer. Dr . Frank Brent, to investigate. He report­
ed.in February 1$8 and suggested taking samplings of
the mine atmosphere, and mentioned the possibility of

Downin the mines

S1.Lawrence Mirnn. (Photo courtesy Ena Farrell EdwardS)

radioactive contamination of the air. This was discount­
ed as the geology oC the area would notsupport the idea,
and tests for radioactivity in the early 1950s had been
negative.

In November 1958J.P. Windish of the Federal Depart­
ment of Health Occupational Health Division conduct­
ed. the first radiation survey and detennined the
presence of airborne radioactivity in Newfoundland
Fluorspar's two mines. In some areas, concentrations
of'Zl to 193 times the permissible limit were found. It
was impossible to test mines of the St. Lawrence Cor­
poration. They were closed. and flooded.

In January 1959, Dr. A.J. de Villiers, also of the Oc­
cupational Health Division , began in intense clinical in­
vestigation of the 387 miners and ex-miners in St.
Lawrence. The results of the survey were not published
until 1964as a paper in the British Journal of Industrial
Medicine entitled "Lung Cancer in a Fluorspar Mining
Commnity". Even then nobody thought to tell the
miners. A copy came into the union's hands quite byac­
cident in 1965.Later it led the union to charge that they
had been used as guinea pigs.

ormore immediate benefit to miners was an amend­
ment in the Workmen's Compensation Act dated July
5, 1960. Compensation would be paid to victims and de­
pendents of miners suffering from lung cancer as well
as the previously recognized silicosis.

Alean immediately rushed in new, more powerful ven­
tilating equipment. The miners were told that the high
levels of radiation were not by themselves harmful,
rather it was the cumulative length of exposure and that
it was safe to continue working while the newequipment
was installed. 1be miners were not convinced. Having
seen government at two levels search for almost 10years
to determine the source of the problem, they were not
about to accept assurances that it would be safe to con­
tinue working while the company carried out improve­
ments. On March 10, 1960 the men refused to enter the
mine and they stayed out until AprilS. By then the new
equipment had been installed and radiation levels
reduced. 1be radiatioo level from then 00 was monitored
weekly.

while the high incidence of lung cancer in St.
Lawrence men was accounted for, little was done for
olher.i ill and dying from diseasesnotrecognized by !be
Workmen's Compensatioo Board. Further, thosewidows
who did receive benefits could scarcely live onthe pay­
ments. Rennie Slaney, a mining victim incapacitated by
bronchitis, emphysema, asthma, and corpulmonale (a
hmg coodition that would ultimately lead to a fatal beart



One truck used in mining fluorspar. (Miners' Museum, St.
Lawrence)

attack) incessantly badgered the government to take ac­
tion. Finally the provincial government took notice and
in January 1965 a Committee was drawn up under
Justices H.A. Winter and Sir Brian Dunfield to inves­
tigate Workmen's Compensation for 51. Lawrence
miners. Slaney was invited to prepare a brief for the
Committee.

'1\110 years later the Winter Report was completed and
released in February 1967. Slaney's terse, three-page
brief was referred to as a ..... remarkable docu­
menL.The simplicity and objectivity of some of his
statements is more eloquent and impressive than aU the
oratory in the world" . The Committee was, however,
staggered by the size of the problem at St. Lawrence.
" ... In its very dimensions and character it has far ex­
ceeded the sphere and scope ... " of the Workmen's Corn­
pensation Act. "On the grounds of cost alone it is
impossible to apply it," continued the report, admitting
that many people woold have been better off on weUare
than on the present scale of Workmen's Compensation
benefits. TIle whole accident fund could not bear it and
it should be treated as a national responsibility. Thus
the report became labelled.a "National Disaster" . It was
suggestedthat a Royal Commissioo examine the matter.

Premier Smallwood dismissed the matter. He said the
mines were safe and publicizing the previous tragedy
was ..... passed, out of date, out-mooed, and past histo­
ry." However, when interviewed on a CBC-TV show
Smallwood admitted that he personally would never go
~'Il any mine and that he thought the .. ...real problem
in St. Lawrence is mainly psychological. " But be agreed
that a Royal Commission should be appointed..

1be Royal Commission Respecting Radiation. Com­
pensation, and Safety at the Fluorspar Mines at 51.

Spade used to turn the soil upon the finding of the first flUOf·
spar vein at BlackDuck in the mid-1930s. Donated by Mrs.
Chariotte Kelly (Miners' Museum, St. Lawrence)



12 - DECKS AWASH

of St. Lawrence. Its aet-page report was presented to U.­
Gov. E. John Harnum in July 1969.The Commission es­
timated ISOminers had died and as many as 100 were
permanently disabled with respiratory diseases aU con­
tracted while mining nuorspar. There were 69 recom­
mendations and conclusions. The first was that the
provincial Department of Health had been unduly slow
in its acknowledgement of serious occupational health
hazards in the mines at St. Lawrence. It said that ceil­
ings in workmen's compensation should be removed. It
found working conditions within the mines to be safe,
but suggested that NoOfull-time technicians be employed
to take daily radiation readings instead of the previous
weekly readings.

The provincial government fonned a committee of
cabinet ministers 10 examine the report. Two years
passed before Premier Smallwood acted on one of the
major recommendations, the creation of a special fund
in 1971to compensate widows and orphans of miners at
St. Lawrence, II years after the problem had first been
acknowledged.

The fund was administered jointly by the provincial
government and A1can. widows received $30.86 a month
with an additional $7.72 for each child. This was in ad­
dition to Workmen's Compensation payments of $150a
month for a widow with $50for each child. In 1975it was
reported that a widow with five children received a to­
tal of $469.46 a month, or $2.61 per person each day. It
was an improvement of sorts. Previously, a 51.
Lawrence widow who had lost her husband in 1961had
supported eight children on $186.SO a month or 6.9t per
person each day.

In July 1972 the Newfoundland Legislature passed a
special act known as the St. Lawrence legislation. It
recognized all chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases
and all carcinomas contracted by workers working un·
derground between January 1951and December 1960as
eligible for compensation by the Workmen's Compen­
sation Board. The act did not cover miners employed
before 1951 because the Board had not existed before that
time. Finally, in 1973 the act was amended to include all
fluorspar workers in SI. Lawrence back to the origins
of the mines whether they had worked above or below
ground.

Lawll

St. Lawrence had already received nations attention
in 1967when writer Ian Adams had published a compel­
ling story of life and death in the mines in :\Iaclean's
magazine entitled "The Forgotten Miners". In 1974 an­
thropologist Elliott Leyton began three years' investiga­
tion into the social conditions at SI. Lawrence leading
to several articles one also published in Maclean's. and
a book Dying Hard. Leyton said he chose to write in a
popularized manner rather than write a scholarly text
for two reasons. First, to alter public consciousness to
industrial disease; second, to do something to help the
people of SI. Lawrence. While he succeeded in his first
objective, he said he failed in his second. Writer Harold
Horwood who had also described the miners' plight in
1975, said Leyton was naive for believing that politicians
would react simply because an anthropoloist had point­
ed out problems.

In 1m the provmclat government opened its Work­
men's Compensation files to Leyton, an unprecedented
step allowed to a private individual. Le}10n wrote a
lso.-page report including 30 practical recommendations.
He suggested the various " ...chaotic and overlapping
agencies be merged into one strong centralized agency
responsible for all occupational health." Also, that 51.
Lawrence be designated a disaster area with its own spe­
cial set of regulations.

Leyton admits that the intense publicity he created
may have brought about improvements, particularly for
miners and their dependents designated as deserving
Jess than 100 percent compensation, but the victory may
have been short-lived. Recently he has heard of one ag­
ing victim who has had his benefits cut by 40 per cenl.

Of all the miners who began work underground after
1960 when radiation was discovered, only one has con­
tracted cancer and that, it is believed, was brought on
by cigarette smoking. Among men who worked under­
ground prior to 1960, new cases are still emerging. Dr.
Brian Hollywood of the St. Lawrence Hospital has had
the task of treating the men for many years. He summed
them up in an article published in 1967.

"They are a unique and courageous people. I have
never heard a miner complain. I have to ask them,
'Where do you feel pain?' and only then will they tell me.
To the end they do their best to remain cheerful.""

T ~i~e:rt~~~~~;:::J:~~f~ti~n:~ ~a:~:~e~~
majority were Roman Catholic fishermen. The popela­
tion climbed steadily for threedecades being 122in 1845,
156 in 1857, and 100 in 1869. Five years later in 1874 num­
bers jumped to 279and nuctuated around this Iigure until
1921when it had increased to 343 people.

Fishing from small boats remained the dominant oc­
cupation Early agriculture steadily declined Irom 58
acres under cultivation in 1&45to 191,1z acres in 1874.The
first church (Roman Catholic) appears in the 1874 cen­
sus, the first schoolappears in the 1881census and boast­
ed'Sl pupils. In 1911a court houseand a lobster factory
are recorded.

After 1921 the population of Lawn grew to 503 in 1935,
then remained almost steady to 1945when it was record- u.s.s. Polluxas she layWJeckedon LawnPoint. Feb. 19142.
ed at 508people. 1lIe increase to 1935may have been oc- (Photo courtesy Ena Farrell Edwards)



casioned by the development of mining in the area
between Lawn and St. Lawrence.

In the early 1950sthe government built a fish plant at
Lawn for approximately $80,000. It was reported that it
was later turned over to the Lawn Co-operative that
operated the plant sporadically, mostly as a filleting
plant, which sold to other plants in the area. It then lay
idle for some years.

The Lawn area seemsto have been the sceneof large,
inshore cod catches. In 1967a resident of Lawn. Robert
Lambe, won the Centennial medal for bringing in a
record catch of 1.5 million pounds with a trap crew of 5.

In 1969, Lawn. mayor Fred Cox and deputy mayor
Harold Fitzpatrick, travelled to St. John 's to persuade
government to turn the town's unused fish plant into an
abattoir and mea t processing plant. It was hoped that
the new operation would employ 25 to 30 people and be
an ootlet for cattle from the nearby Flying L Ranch. The
idea was to export both grain-fed and commercial grade
beef in a chilled rather than frozen slate to other parts
of the Island

In 1969Lawn was also designated as a Major Collec­
tion Centre under the terms of the Household Resettle­
ment Program. This resulted from a recently completed
townplan which gave the town "access to unlimited land
expansion and development through the valley". This
was after a previous town plan drawn up four years earli­
er had indicated there was insufficient land for develop­
ment. The significance of the change was that anybody
settling at Lawn was eligible for a resettlement grant,
but not eligible for the supplementary allowance paid
to people who went to Major Growth Centressuch as For­
tune and St. Lawrence.

Mayor Cox commented, "This action is the first real
encouragement we have received for the future develop-

Lord's Cove

T he first mention of Lord's Cove is the censusdl881.
The population was 83, 21 Church of England mem­

bers and 62 Roman Catholics. None of the 24 children
attended school. There were 50 Iisbermen with 19 boats,
28 nets and one trap, catching 510 quintals of cod and
4 barrels of salmon for a total value of 520 pounds ster­
ling. The people also kept cattle, milch cows and sheep
with 85 acres of land under cultivation.

East Head, Lawn

ment of the community."
In 1980 the Roman Catholic School Board decided to

phase out the school at Lawn. It appears that when St.
Lawrence applied for a DREE grant to build its new
school, it had included the student population of Lawn
in its plans without consulting parents. With the com­
pletion of the newlarger school the Board could nolonger
afford the upkeep of the Lawn School and had decided
to amalgamate it with the 51.Lawrence school.

Parents of the 150 Lawn children appealed to the
courts, but Mr. Justice Noel, while being sympathetic
to the parents' case, said the court had no right to inter­
fere. The editor of the Daily News, having discovered
that the government had no jurisdiction in the case
either, thought it incredible that the church was the only
body to which a schoolboard decision could be appealed.

The dispute was finally settled mid-September 1980
when the parents agreed to the busing of grades 9 to 11
to St. Lawrence for the remainder of the year until funds
could be obtained to upgrade Lawn High School .

In 1976the population of Lawn stood at 1,025,and most
recently in 1981 it was recorded as 999. II

By 1891 the population had dropped to 80. There was
one merchant registered along with 42 Itsbermen. By
now 21 women were listed as curing cod fish. TIle total
value of aU fIsh products for the previous year was $t593.
including 402quintals of cod and the production from a
lobster factory. There were 13 students attending school,
but no record of a school.

The population continued to grow and had reached 120



Lord's Cove

most were part-time fishermen who worked in the mine
at 51. Lawrence. The 1929tidal wave had also ruined the
fishery in the area and it was not until the next decade
that the fish returned to their former abundance. The
fishery continued to decline, and by 1945there were only
35 boats although the community had grown to 323
people.

In 1956the population had reached 361, and in 1961it
had risen to 391. The last year that growth was
registered, however, was 1966when the population was
418. In 1971the populalion showed its first decline to 398
and although it rose to 409 in 1976,the 1981population
dropped once again to 384. Today H.B. Dawe operates
a saltfish processing plant in Lord's Cove. The plant was
originally a fresh fish operation established by Fortune
Fisheries in the mid-tsrcs. I!

by 1901.A second merchant had moved into the commu­
nity which also had 2 office/shop workers, two farmers,
':rl fishermen and 32 women curing fish. There were 25
boats, 54 nets, two traps and 1610quintals of cod landed
for a total value of $5960. There was no menlion of the
lobster factory of the previous decade. A school,
however, now is mentioned with 34 students.

In 1911the population had almost doubled its original
number reaching 153. Roman Catholic remained the
dominant religion with only 13 members of the Church
of England. There was just one farmer but there were
40 fishermen with 35 boats, 1031nets and lines and three
traps. The total catch was 1234quintals of cod.

By 1921the number of members of the Church of En­
gland had dropped to two, with 206 Roman Catholics who
now had their own church and school with 33 students.
The census makes no mention of merchants or farmers
and the number of fishermen had increased to 54 with
36women curing fish. The total value of aU fish products
was $23,101.There were 46 boats and 17 fishing rooms.

In 1936the population had reached 'lZl people. F isher­
men now also caught herring and caplin in add ilion to
cod. But the amount of gear had declined drastically.
There were only nine nets and 4 cod traps, along with
9 herring nets and two caplin seines. There were a total
of 51 small boats in Lord's Cove but it is possible that

Taylor 's Bay

Taylor 's Bay is first mentioned in the Census of
1881.At that lime it had a population of 21, all of

whom were members of the Church of England. There
were four children under the age of 15 but they had no
access to formal schooling. The community had 17
fishermen who owned six boats and 13nets. They land­
ed 212 quintals of cod, one barrel each of salmon and
caplin the previous year which had a total value of 212
pounds sterling. 'Thepeople also kept 14cattle, 14milch
CO'o'o'S, 17sheepand one horse. 1bere were 2Sacres of land
under cultivation.

By 1891, the population had jumped to 36, and one
Methodist had disturbed the homogeneous nature of the
settlement's religious make-up. Although no school was
reported, seven children were attending school. TIle to­
tal value of fish landed was $1176and the number of

Lord's Cove

flshennen had increased to 'Z1.There were also 11women
curing fish.

In 1901there were 10Salvatioo Army members among
the 59 inhabitants. One farmer was reported that year
but the number ci fishermen had dropped to 13 includ­
ing one bank fisherman but the total value of all fish
products landed in 1900was $1442. By this time there was
also a school in the community with 18of the 20children

. under the age of 15in attendance during some period of
the previous 12 months.

Ten years later the Salvationists had left Taylor's Bay
while one Roman Catholic had moved in with a total
population of 58 - one fewer than 10 years before. The
Church of England school had one female teacher with
22PJpiJs in her charge. Residents occupied10houses and
had built 18 barns and nine fishing rooms. There were
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18"s hore" fisherme n who reported owning 12boats , 172
nets and lines , a nd two traps, catching 505 quintals of
cod . Agricultural produce was valued at $366.

In 1921the populationwas up to 82, including 75Church
of England members, one Roma n Catholic, four Salva ­
tionists and two Methodists . The number of fishermen
had increa sed to 23 and 15 women cured fiSh. 1be total
value of fish products landed reached an all -lime high
of $6381 .

By 1935motors had been introdu ced with eight of the
12dories motorized . In addition , there was also one larg­
er motor boat in use . The fishermen, besides cod , now
also caught salmon, herring and caplin. The population
had reached 104.

By 1945the population had reached its highest point
at 105residents. Fishing continued to be important to
the community which registered 15dories , six cod nets ,
one cod trap, five salmon nets, one caplin seine and nine
fishing rooms in use at Taylor's Bay at that time.

Today Taylor 's Bay has lost most of its residents. The
community is not listed separately in the Census . There
now are fewer than 10housesinhabited and the residents
of today still keep their kitchen gardens as did their fore­
fathers . n

Tay\of 's Bay

Point au Gaul

P oint au Gaul appears at various times from 1881as
Point aux Gaul and Point-au-Gaul. The first listing

in 1881shows a total of 104people , 63 members of the
Church of England and 41 Roman Catholics. The com­
munity had 55fishermen engaged in the cod and salmon
fishery . They landed 970 quintals of cod and nine bar ­
rels of salmon. The total value of fish products was 975
pounds sterling. None of the 33children under the age of
15 attended school. There were 62 acres of improved
land , most of which served as pasture for 'J:1 cattle, 38
milch cows, 2 horses and 53 sheep.

Ten years later the population had risen to 120. The
Church of England still dominated with 91 followers .
'Ibere were 70fishermen in thecommunity with 31worn-

en curing fish . A sc hool had been built and boasted 23
students. By this time a merchant had also set up
business.

The number of fishermen declined over the next
to-year period and in 1901there were only 43fiShermen
with 41women curing fish. In spite of ttle drop in num­
bers the men increased both their catch of cod and in­
comes; 1292quintals of cod (up from 946) and three
barrels of salmon for a total of $5426 (up from $3822).
Point au Gaul now had one Wesleyan and 23Salvationists
lnaddition to 35 Roman Catholics and 99 Church of En­
gland members.

The lone Wesleyan must have either converted to
another religion or moved for by 1911there was no Wes-



16 - DECKS AWASH

leyan at Point au Gaul. All other denominations estab­
Iished in the community had increased their numbers:
60 Roman Catholics,:n Salvationists, and 129Church of
England members for a total population of 226. The
Church of England school had a female teacher with 28
students in her charge. The place of worship, however,
was that of the Salvation Army which had a capacity of
60 people . There were 55 fishermen with 52 boats in­
volved in the Nev.1oundJand "shore " fishery and gear
included 508 nets and lines, and nine cod traps. The to­
tal codcatch was 2494quintals. The community nov.'also
had one government employee and one office /shop
worker. .

By 1921the local residents had built a Church of En­
gland parish haD but the only place of worship listed was
that of the Salvation Army which was listed in 1911.
'There was also a Loyal Orange Association (LOA) Hall.
TIle total value of fIShproducts landed was $13.328with

Lamaline

I t has been suggested that the name Lamaline
comes from La Maligne meaning malignant. evil. or

wicked . This might refer to the many treacherous shoals
and smaD islands off the harbor which made navigation
difficult for early sailors.

The 1836census credits LamaJine with 263inhabitants
but only 36dwelling places which suggests that the com­
munity was seasonally inhabited. Unlike nearby Lawn,
the majority of inhabitants were Church of England
rather than Roman Catholic. although the first Church
of England priest did not arrive until 1849.

In 1845,the population had grown to 335people housed
in 61 dwellings. One hundred and nineteen fishermen
owned 68 boats showing fishing to be the dominant oc­
cupation. The flat, grassy lands surrounding Lamaline
supported 210cows and 34horses while 220acres of land
were under cultivation.

By 1857 the population was 524, there were two
churches, two schools, and three merchants operating
in Lamaline. In 1869the population was 680, in 1874it
jumped to 913, then declined to 737 in 1881, and 649 in
1891-probably reflecting a decline in the fishery at that
time.

On 13September 1878,Anastasia Lundrigan was born
to James and Mary Cousins on Allan's Island. One
hundred years later she was still alive in Lamaline. She
recalled, "We were very independent people and made
all our own clothes. carded and spun the wool for our
knitting, and reared our ownvegetables as well as made

58 fishermen, and 38women who cured fish. There were
now two teachers with 58students; 11children of school
age did nol attend school. The population had reached
239.

The population showed an increase for the last time
in 1935with 243 residents. There were 37dories and one
motor boat used in the shore fishery and the fishermen
now had added herring and caplin to their catch of cod
and salmon.

The population and the fishery both declined over the
next 10years and in 1945there were 221people. none of
whcm were officially registered as fishennen. There was
also no gear reported, the value of fishing gear was list­
ed as a meagre $20 and only one dory was registered.
TIle community of Point au Gaul was incorporated in
1966. The population has continued to decline during the
subsequent decades and was 140 in 1981. I!

Walter Foote

our own fish." She added that people seemed closer and
seemed to help each other more.

An example of this took place in 1885.Lamaline resi­
dents John Walters, 19,and John Hepditch. 18. shipped
with Captain Bonnell in his 6O-tonschooner to Fortune
Bay to fish for herring . Leaving Harbour Breton for
Lamaline on Christmas Eve, they ran into a storm and
were wrecked on Little Green Island just east of St.
Pierre. Captain Bonnell was drowned but the boys sur­
vived and lived for a week beneath an upturned dory on
the beach. They managed to ferry themselves and the
body of the dead captain in the dory back to Lones and
thence to Lamaline .

The population, which in 1881had been 7:rl. continued
to drop to 424in 1001. Then by 1911the trend had reversed
for 513 inhabitants were recorded that year increasing
to 738in 1921.This was despite the effects of World War 1.

Captain B.C. Hooper , a Lamaline resident born in 1892
spent the war years in an unusual way. He had gone in



1916to Halifax and signed on the Pearce. a three-masted
schooner bound with sailfish for Brazil. The Pearce was
apprehended by the German raider Seeadler command­
ed by Count von Luckner known as the "Sea Devil " .
Hooper 's vessel wass sunk and he was captured .
Prisoners were required to work, but they were also
trained. educated, and paid. Hooper said he learned a
great deal from his captors. Finally repatriated at Rio
de Janeiro he ultimately joined the Dominion Steel and
Coal Corp. alSydney, N.S. and rose to be marinesuperin­
tendent before retiring in 1961.

The tidal wave of 18November 1929that swept the Bu­
rin Peninsula, inflicted its share of damage upon Lama­
line. Fonner mayor and Justice of the Peace Walter
Foote was 18at the time, but he remembers the incident
well. Walter felt an earth tremor while walking home .
Two hours later, at 6:45 p.m. , the wave arrived with a
tremendous roar - Walter's stepmother accused him of
putting something flammable in the stove . But the noise
was outside and Walter ran to a nearby hill to seea white
wall of water 15 to 20 feet high advancing tov..ards the
land.

By the time he relurned to his house the wave was in
and the entire harbor was "smack smooth and gone" .
Stages and boats had all vanished . Mrs. Hepditch and
her four children were upstairs in their house floating
in the harbor, spinning in circles with an oil lamp shin­
ing from the window. Mr. Cake's 25-by-45foot store had
been taken up to the road 100yards away. Mr. R.J. Bon­
nell's shop, a two-storey, building loaded with goods, was
swept across the road to stop by the gate to his house.
Remarkably the wave only went as far as the gate post
too. Rocks came ashore, some of them two and three
tons.

Walter was staggered by the power in the wave. As
he walked through the water there was a crackling sound
in it, as though a giant can of lye had been thrown in hot
water. Several of the buildings had gaps in the boards
big enough "too shoot goals through", but the interiors
remained dry. Bonnell's store had six or seven tons of
goods at one end, the weight should have up-ended it once
was afloat, but the wave moved it "perfect fair" and it
remained upright. AUMr. Cake's winter flour was in his
building, it all remained dry. Mrs. Hepditch's house was
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Lone fisherman at Lamaline.

rescued by two fishermen. the lamp in her house never
went out.

Walter recalls, "It was the beginning of sorrow for
Lamaline." The Ilshing grounds off Lamaline were
stripped of their ranrients for six or seven years. "It was
a famine here, you never could get a fish to eat." Even
the "goose grass" that grew in the barasway was
stripped out and did not reappear for 25 years.

By 1935 the population of Lamaline had grown to 1031,
but it declined in thepost-war years to 826.One man who
left at this lime was Albert J . Hillier . He served in the
Royal Navy during World War II on everything from
minesweepers to an aircraft carrier. Discharged in 1946,
he attended the University of Rhode Island and later
skippered a fishing boat out of New Bedford. He returned
to the University of Rhode Island as an assistant profes­
sor teaching net repair, design and construction, and
achieved enormous popularity among the students. In
1982the 60-year-old teacher was voted teacher of the year
out of 145nominees. One student noted, "This man is an
trreplacable master of twine."

The decline in Lamaline's population began in the ear­
ly war years as men went overseas or to work on
military bases in other parts of Newfoundland. The
trend gathered momentum in the post-war years, ac-

St. Mary's Anglican Church completed 1907, restored in 1980
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celerated by a failure in the fishery. In 1951the popula ­
tion was 500, in 1956it was 548, in 1961it dropped to 530.
Since the fishery and agriculture tend to be interdepen­
dent in the area , fishermen working at both, agriculture
also declined . TIle trend was not reversed until 1966when
the population rose10644,possibly from an influx of peo­
pie from resettled communities.

In 1971the population had dropped to 553 causing con­
cern and even suggestions that Lamaline might have to
be resettled. TIle problem was addressed by a joint con-

Point May

r'J'le community of Point May had very small
.I. beginnings in 1874when two residents were report­

ed , one male and one female. Both were over 70 years
of age and Roman Catholic . There was one house oc­
cupied . It is probably safe to assume that the two in­
habitants were man and wife. Oneof them was listed
as foreign-born , i.e.. a country not of the British Empire.
TIle gentleman was reported to have been a fanner and
had six acres of land under cultivation. yielding 15tons
of hay , 12 barrels of potatoes. He also kept six cattle,
six milch cows, 12 sheep. one swine and one goat.

By 1881, the population had jumped to 139 residents.
There were 88 Church of England members, 50 Roman
Catholics and one Wesleyan . There were 149acres of
land under cultivation. The 81 fishermen caught 1222
quintals of cod which, together with 95 barrels of caplin
amounted to a value of 1222pounds sterling.

In 1891 Point May drops out of the Census and is
replaced by two communities: Lories to the west of Point
May Pond. and High Beach to the east. The combined
population of the communities was 121.Roman Cathol­
ics dominated at Lories with 45 to 4 Church of England
members while the reverse was true of High Beach with
57 of the Church of England faith and only 15 Roman
Catholics. Lones had a school with 11 children attend­
ing and one merchant operating out of the community.
While there is no school listed at High Beach, there were
22 children registered at school. The total value of cod
landed was $550at Lorles and $738at High Beach. The
combined number of fishermen stood.at 58with 33worn­
en curing fish .

By 1001 the 94 residents of High Beach also had a
school. Lories, now listed as Lorie's Cove had 84 resi ­
dents. A total of 51 fishermen operated out of the two
communities and 36women helped in the curing of fish.

ference of the Lamaline Area Development Committee
and Memorial University Extension Service. Subse­
quently, the population has s ta blized being 543 in 1976
and 548 in 1981. In 1978, 5 1. Joseph's School costing $1.25
million was built at Lam ali ne to serve the surrounding
area , serving all gr ades with 21 teachers. At the open­
ing , T. Alex Hickman rema rked on the progress and
prosperity of the region in recent years, especially since
the road from Lawn to Fort une had been paved. He said
the area was becoming economica lly more via ble each
year . I!I

Point May

Lone's Cove also boasts one merchant, one office wor­
ker and one farmer. Fish products brought in $4621in
Lone's Cove and $2137 in High Beach. There was a school
with21 students at Lone's Cove but no teacher listed for
the community. High Beach, on the other hand, listed
one teacher with 19 students.

By 1911 there were three religious denominations
represented in the two communities . There was one Sal­
vationist at Lories , 2 Church of England members and
161 Roman Catholics. Lories now also had a Roman
Catholic church and school with one teacher and 18stu­
dents in attendance . High Beach now ceased to rival
Lories in population ..... ith only 78 residents , 61of whom
were of the Church of England faith and the remainder,
Roman Catholics. Although there .....as no church, there
was a Church of England sc hool w ith 18students. There
were eight cod traps now in use in the two communities
and 498 nets and seines with a total of 62 "shore"
fishermen.

By 1921people had set tled in the area behind Point
May Pond between Lottes and High Beach . This settle­
ment, now called Calmer, had 67 residents while Lones
had dropped to 153and High Beach to 30.The total popu­
lation for the area had risen by only 3 so it appears that
Calmer was made up of former residents of the other
two communities. Lones reports 39 fishermen, Calmer
16, and High Beach 10. The total value of fish products
ranged from $11.528at Lones, $3568 at Calmer to $3321
at High Beach. Most of the improved land in the area



was used as pasture (154acres) with only 16acres devot­
ed to cultivation of vegetables.

In 1935Lories was omitted from the Census, Calmer
reported a population of 67 and High Beach 43. There
were six dories and three fishing rooms at Calmer while
High Beach had eight dories and eight rooms. Fisher­
men caught both cod and salmon.

Lories is again included in the 1945Census ....-itha popu­
lation of 222.There were 12dories in use, eight of which
were motorized as well as one larger motor boat.
Although Calmer reported fishing gear va lued at $575
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there are no nets or boats listed. The population had
dropped to 56. High Beach continued to lose residents
and had dropped to 37 with only eight small boats
registered for the shore fishery.

In 1962the community of Point May was incorporat­
ed taking in the communities of Lones, Calmer and High
Beach. The population was 4Z7in 1981with approximate­
ly 20 fishermen operating out of Pie Duck Cove a Iew
miles to the west of Point May. Others now find work
on the trawlers, in fish plants in the area and the
Maeystown Shipyard. m

LeytIxI. FJliott. "Dying by inl:'beI WIth duat m your Nap" ...... S.d.....y.
voltll.11Tl
LeytonEUiott Pubtk~ bIk petky.lm
NewfoundlandTndO' DBpuk Board, Sf'U'"' "'..... epee.. bHw.....
St. La~ C.....,_ a"St. Law~ "i"'O'n Pr.cnth" l' .,..,
Proortw.Daniel .., II..," ...... ,.......... Ern and SpoItiswoode. lon­
don,IM
SJ,.,ney, ReNIie. 'VI... llKrftjw.. 01•• fkt... Monlrftl. 1ll6S
Turpin. Adrian 'nlf' II.....,. .. Sl. LawnlWe. Studmt piIlper, MUS. 1m

A cknowledgements

For thf'i,heJpwe thlnlt EdM.I~,BobMaldlim, Mike Lahey, Bruce
Reid. FIor'O'~ teete-, CaroI·AM Keough. W.C. Wood1aod, Cum Porter.
Sister AquinaI, Paula Giovannini, Gllbert .... ffem. and BobbtO'Robertson.

littlE' St. Lawre~



20 - DeCKS AWASH

the area toda y
st. Lawrence

History buff

I f you want to know anything
about days gone by in St.

Lawrence, people in the commu­
nity will tell you to go and see
"Mrs. Ena " at the library. In fact ,
Mrs . En a has become part of the
folklore of St. Lawrence herself.
But when you visit her be pre­
pared to compete for her a t­
tention.

"Mrs. Ena , did any new books
come in since last week?" asks a
teenag e girl.

"Mrs . Ena , got a ny bookson the
hist'ry of St. Lawrence?" I ..14....,"\'\'

The last one strikes gold. The

child is given a copy of the book ,
Notes Thward a History of St.
Lawrence by Ena Farrell Ed­
wards - Mrs. Ena herself.

"WhenI tookover the library in
1967it struck me that there was
nothing written on the history of
St. Lawrence. I thought it was ter­
rible and that's what started me
off. I researched everything on 51.
Lawrence. I went to the Gosling
Library and the Archives in 51.
John's. But most of the informa­
tion I got was in old books belong­
ing to my father. Also, my
mother-in-law Molly (Gree n) Ed­
wards had a collection of books on



Mrs. Ena's museum . Pewter creamer set from the orig inal Giovannil'li home on bot·
tomshelf,left .

Newfoundland at her house that
she had put together teaching
school here for 40 years . 1
managed to put all the bits and
pieces together, had it typed up
and 1would give it out to the chll­
dren to use for school. Then it oc­
curred to me that 1won't behere
forever . So 1sent the manuscript
off to Breakwater Books and af­
ter some additions and changes it
was published."

Mrs. Ena has several copies in
the library and plans to put one
in the museum as well. But it
comes as no surprise that Mrs.
Ena would have done all that
work. She confesses to have al­
ways been a history buff even to
the point of being a bit of a pest
as a young girl.

"I can still remember my
mother telling me to stop bother­
ing my grandmother with ques ­
tions about the old days in St.
Lawrence. Everyone was tired of
hearing them , except me, of
course. Wehad a very large howe
and up on the third floor there
was a room where all the old
books, post-card albums, photo
albums and old magazines were
kept. And that's where I spent my
time looking at them and asking
questions about them. My grand­
mother used to Jove to talk about
them with me. Now I wish I had
thought to write it all down when
I was a child because there are

some things I'd forgotten when I
got around to writing the history,"

One of the stories Mrs. Ena
heard from her grandmother was
that of the arrival of her grand­
father, Gregory Giovannini in
Newfoundland. He and his
brother Celestine are credited
with setting up the first business
in 81. Lawrence in 1850.

"Before that the people had to
rely on traders coming in by boat
for their goods. The Giovanninis
were a merchant family in Luc­
ca, Italy, and three young

brothers taken by the spirit of ad­
venture set out to make their way
in the NewWorld. They arrived in
St. John's on the day of the Great
Fire in 1846.But they wanted togo
to a place that was sparsely popu­
lated and just beginning, They
decided to take a boat along the
coast to look at all the communi­
ties before deciding where to set­
tle. One brother liked Rencontre
East which had a thriving her­
ring fishery at that time. But
Celestine and Gregory came
back to 81. Lawrence."

Gregory married a local girl,
Esther Fitzpatrick, and built a
large it-room house with a ma­
hogany staircase and a fireplace
in every room.

"He brought in carpenters from
England, masons from Germany
and paperhangers from Italy, and
all the walls and ceilings were
plaster."

Unfortunately, Gregory passed
away shortly after completing the
house and Mrs. Ena's grand­
mother was left with a family to
raise and no business experience.

"Her brother tookit over for her
but he was a drinker and before
long the business was in bad
shape. It was put up for sale. In
the meantime my grandmother
had opened up a boarding house.
One 01the boarders, 'Thomas Far­
rell, was a banking captain and
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The sound of a sick faucet.

"My brother, Howard, was the
superintendent of the Iron
Springs mine for the St. Lawrence
Corporation which is where the
first sailor came after he scaled
the cliffs," she remembers. "It
was about four o'clock in the
morning and Howard suspended
all mining operations and or­
dered all his men to assist in the
rescue. Now,while all this was go-

It's kind of hard on Reddy when
the water he's heating is wasted
through faulty outlets, He'd
much rather~. not an empty
sink. were getting the full
benefits of his heating service.
Help him out; turn off faucets
firmly and check your water

. facilities periodically so Reddy
can do the best job for you -­
heat-wise and money-wise,

ing on I was down in the town
gathering food and clothing for
the survivors. It was something
else because we'dhear aUthe war
news on the radio and then for
this to happen right on your shore
... all those sailors being drowned
and then the survivors being
taken into our homes like that. I
can still remember my brother
trying to get the crude oil and
grease off them. We had four in
our house and they were in such
weakened condition. They were
transferred to Argentia a couple
of days later. But one lady refused
to let the navy take one man she
was caring for because he was too
sick to travel.

"In any event while all this was
going on I had this one big desire
to get down to Chamber Coveand
take pictures of them hauling the
men up over the cliffs. But young
girls didn't have much freedom
back then and my brother was
very staid. I figured he'd kill me,
so I stayed away. But when he got
home I couldn't hold it in and I
told him I should have been down
there taking pictures because this
was history in the making. He
said, 'Why weren't you?' Well,
that was all I needed. Bright and
early the next morning I was
down there with my camera. It
was lucky too because the 'lTux­
ton sank the very next day."

Her pictures were bought by
the Associated Press and ap­
peared in the Montreal Standard,
the New York Times, and the New
York Herald Tribune. She
received $100 in payment which
she used to buy a folding Kodak
camera.

"But a few years later the
camera was stolen while I was on
the subway in New York City,"
says Mrs. Ena with a laugh. "So
it went just as easily and unex­
pectedly as it arrived. I still do
wish I had recovered the film
though because I had been to
Washington, D.C.,and taken pic­
tures of the gravesite where the
men of the PolJox and 'lTuxton
were to be buried."

••

eN£w{oundfa.nd

LIGHT &POWER
CO. .£imltul

Remember I Reddy supplies the electricity - only you can use it wisely

drip.

he became interested in the bust- 11 Truxton and Pollox disasters in
ness - and as it turned out, in my February 1942.She took the only
grandmother as wen. They were pictures of the wrecks and rescue
married and he bought Giovanni- operations with her $5 box
ni's which is how it then became camera which she had received
Farrell's. So Farrell's business in the Christmas before.
St. Lawrence is actually the origi­
nal Giovanninibusiness which be­
gan in 1850."

The couple had no children of
their own, but Thomas Farrell's
son and Esther Giovannini's
daughter met and married. They
were Mrs. Ena's parents.

Her interest in things historical
caused her to play an important
role in the documenting of the
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Making a comeback

A feeling of hope and expec­
tancy fills the air at St.

Lawrence, the town that lost its
major industry, the mining of
fluorspar, six years ago. When
the previous operator, Alean,
pulled out in 1978 it erased every
sign of its presence. Buildings
and plant were removed and the
mineentrances concreted over so
that today there is nothing to
show that mining was the main­
stay of the economy for 30 years.
But if you drive out on Director
Drive today, less than a mile from
town, you may see a small drill
rig drilling at an angle into the
boggy ground among the spruce
and firs. A new company, St.
Lawrence Fluorspar Limited, a
subsidiary of Minworlh Ltd., a
large Ij.K. mining company, is
performing exploratory drilling
in the hopethat 51.Lawrence will
beproducing for the internation­
al market by 1986.

"We are not reactivating the
mine that Alean left," says Bar­
ry Walters, an engineer with the
company. "This area has been
mined by a number of companies.
Wewill be setting up a new mine,
probably in the Blue Beach area."

We bumped into Barry and ge­
ologist Sel Collins of Lawn, at
breakfast in the K-Karen motel.
Clayton Parsons of Newtown near
WesleyviUe, and Earle Freeman
of St. Lawrence who work for
Petro Drilling of Springdale, are
out at the drill rig which operates
24 hours a day.

"I suppose some of the people
around here wonder what we are
doing," reflects Barry. "Some of
these miners have been here 30
years and have crawled over ev­
ery inch of the ground above and
below the surface. They probably
know exactly where the fluorspar
is and wonder why we bother to
drill. Part of it's financial plan­
ning, you have to take core sam­
ples, you can't really take a man
with you to your banker. Youalso
have to verify the quality of the
deposits and today we have bet­
ter methods of doing that than

ever before."
Sel ColJins, who wrote his

honors thesis on the St. Lawrence
deposits and is currently working
on a master's degreedissertation
adds, "There is a lot of existing
data but much of it was for either
shallow or deep levels. Weare ex­
ploring the middle region. Also,
for engineering purposes, over
half our holes will be drilled in
granite so that we will be able to
decide where to locate the entry
ramp to the mine."

But what is fluorspar, where is
it found. and what is it used for?

"Fluorspar or, calcium fluo­
ride, comes in cubic shaped crys­
tals of many colors," says
geologist Sel. "Nonnally they are
about a centimetre across,
although some are so fine you
need a microscope to measure
them while others have been
found as big as 30 inches across."

Time warp
~tors' from Little St. Lawrence and St. Lawrence reenact the land­
ing of Richard Clarke and hismen from the Delight after the ship
was wrecked off Sable Island. The Delight was one of the ships in
Sir Hwnphrey Gilbert's convoy of 1583.The reenactment was part
of the 400thAnniversary Celebrations in the two communities. Lo­
cal legend has it that there has been a Richard Clarke living in
Little St. Lawrence ever since the first one landed here in 1583.In
fact the present-day Richard Clarke was one of the crew members
in this scene.
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deposits millions of years ago. As
they cooled they cracked and the
fluorspar; in liquid form, filled the
cracks and shot towards the sur­
(ace at great speed. cooling to
Conncrystals or varying qualities
and sizes. It's used, among other
things. (or smelting aluminum
and making hydrofluoric acid.

"It's not difficult to distinguish
the veins of fluorspar around
here," says Sel. They vary in
width (rom 3 to 65 feet and run
into the ground at about 60
degrees.

"We are designing the mine
right now,"says Barry. "The sur­
VO)S will tell us what 10 expect he­
(ore we go underground. Wealso
have to build a plant to process
the ore and at least have it half­
way finished before we start min­
ing or we shall end up stockpiling
ore all over the place. Wehope to
start building the plant early in
1985, as soon as the winter
weather is over and we can pour
concrete for the buildings. We
should employ somewhere be­
tween 35 and 50 people for that."

Barry says the company plans
to have the mine producing (or
the North American market with
a high-grade, finished product by Clayton Parsons and Earle Freeman drilling at St. Lawrence.
the first half of 1986. It should pro-
vide jobs for 100-120 people. He is pany, Minworth U.K. has put in Ithe ir first Canadian venture.
optimistic about the town's eco- Newfoundlanders to start I,Ip the Barr y concludes, "I think it
nomic outlook and as a New- operation. They are a large, ex- should produce a future for min­
foundlander pleased at the perienced fluors par com pany ing in St. Lawrence (or a very,
amount of trust the parent com- mining in the U.K. and this is very long time." ~

Under one roof

I t's a Wednesday morning and
the phone in principal Bob

Cove's office rings incessantly
while a string of people walk in
and out. Everybody asks the
same question. "Will there by
any school this afternoon?"

"The plumber left Marystown
at 9: 10 this morning," explains
Bobglancing at his watch which
n(MI reads 11:00. "I( he doesn't
arrive soon I'll have to call 0((

this afternoon's school."
St. Lawrence has tremendous

water pressure as we discovered
in our motel room when we

received a virtual shower (rom
the washbasin taps. The pressure
also bursts pipes. This time it's
the local high school's turn to be
put out of action, but it gives us
time to talk to Bob.

"I came here in 1966,"says Bob
whogrew up in Petty Harbour. '"
was in the Christian Brothers 13
years before that, taught io 51.
Jdm's at St. Pat's and then at St.
Bon's. When 1 came to St.
Lawrence we had two high
schools: one (or boys, the other
(or girls, but we couldn't get
teachers. By 1968the boys' school •Principal Bob Cove
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