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To our subscribers

e've been looking at other magazines pub-

lished both in Canada and the U.S. No mat-
ter whether they are news magazines, women’s,
sports, or homebuilding, all are offering bonuses
for subscribers. For example, one magazine offers
a pocket calculator, another a canvas carryall,
still another a digital clock calendar.

Also, almost without exception, these publica-
tions have increased their subseription rates to try
to cover rising costs. We at Decks Awash offer no
bonuses but we are determined to maintain our
annual subscription rate at $9, our original rate
in 1982 when we instigated paid subscriptions.
Given our economic climate, we manage this with
some difficulty.

We can only succeed by providing interesting
and accurate copy for you, our sul . Please
write or call us about anything you would like us

to cover. Of course, also let us know if you have
any complaints. Meanwhile, we urge you to con-
tinue to subscribe and tell your friends about us.
Remember, Decks Awash is a magazine about
everyday life of ordinary and extraordinary New-
foundlanders, past and present. Fishermen, farm-
ers, businessmen, clergymen, housewives,
students — people like you in cities, small towns
and outports.

On a completely different subject, for the record
we must note that the provincial election is now
history. Premier Peckford has been re-elected,
but with a decreased majority — PCs with 36
seats, Liberals 15, and NDP 1, with all three lead-
ers being returned in their districts.

Decks Awash will feature the Port au Choix area

next time.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF KITS

If you have to look after all aspects of the business
yourself, these Do-It-Yourself Kits are for you. They deal
with the five following topics:

* arranging financing

* forecasting and cash flow budgeting

« analyzing financial statements

* evaluating the purchase of a small business
« credit and collection tips

The kits take a practical approach to dealing with these
topics. For example, the forecasting and cash flow
budgeting kit supplies you with the necessary (blank)
documents, and shows you how to complete them,

As you work through these kits, you may have ques-
tions about different sections. An FBDB officer can help
you.

If you wish to obtain one or more of these kits, please
complete the order form and forward same to the ad-
dress below or telephone our office at 772-5505.

FEDERAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT BANK
P.0O. Box 520, Station “'C""
St. John's, NF A1C 5K4

FBDB DO-IT-YOURSELF KITS
rder Form

Please send me the following

— copies of FORECASTING AND CASH FLOW
BUDGETING, @ $10.00 per copy

____ copies of ARRANGING FINANCING
@ $10.00 per copy

— copies of ANALYZING FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS, @ $10.00 per copy

_ copies of EVALUATING THE PURCHASE OF
A SMALL BUSINESS, @ $10.00 per copy

copies of CREDIT AND COLLECTION TIPS,
@ $10.00 per copy

Name:

Address: Bk B

Cheque:
Money Order.

Visa No.:

BACKING INDEPENDENT BUSINESS

Foderal Business  Banque fédérale
Development Bank  de développement

4 R

Bound copies* of DECKS AWASH contain-
ing the 1984 issues of the magazine.

To buy a copy, please fill in the form below,
enclose a cheque or money order payable
to Memorial University and sent to:

Decks Awash
Extension Service
Memorial University
of Newfoundland
St. John's, NF  A1C 557

NAME

POSTAL CODE
AMOUNT ENCLOSED §

“Limited number available
$15.00
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history

Clarenville

here is no definite date for the first settlement of
what is now Clarenville, but it is known that Wil-
liam Cowan owned a sawmill at Lower Shoal Harbour

bour was known as Little Shoal Harbour and now is part
of Clarenville South. Russell's Cove, which appeared in
early census records in various spellings, owed its ori-
gins to the Baggs. Settlers also arrived at Dark Hole,
also known as Dark Harbour, (Balsom, Pearce, Vardy
and Seward) ; Brook Cove (Bursey) ; Broad Cove (Strong
and Adey) and Red Beach (Stanley). All these commu-
nities became part of the new railway community of
Clarenceville, later Clarenville, in 1892, but their names
remain on town maps as a reminder of the town’s ori-
gins. Settlers’ names are commemorated in local street
names, e.g., Balsom Street, Seward Lane, Stanley's
Crescent, Strong’s Road, Tilley's Road and Vardy's
Lane.

There are two versions of the origin of the town's
name. It has been attributed to 2 memorial to the Duke
of Clarence, the eldest son of the Prince of Wales (later
King Edward VII), who died in 1892. The other version
is that it was named for a son of Prime Minister Sir Wil-
liam Whiteway; however, Sir William had no son by that
name. By 1901 the name Clarenville was already the ac-

around 1848 and was bought out by Joseph Tilley and |E
James Summers of Hants Harbour. Lower Shoal Har- | o

Old sawmill building at Russell's Cove.

cepted spelling.
Nearly all activity was concentrated in lumbering and
i farming, and i ded

on the individual families. The first mention of all the
communities is in the 1884 census, when Little Shoal Har-
bour had 36 residents of 7 families engaged in fishing and
farming in summer and logging in winter. The other
communities showed similar activities on a slightly
smaller scale. Dark Harbour had 24 in four families,
Brook Cove had 19 in three families and Russell's Cove
listed a single family of 5. Broad Cove's 3 families and

CHAIN STORE LTD.

Complete Clothing Centre for All the Family
STHE,CARPET PEOPLE’’

Residential, Commercial, Industrial
Installations and Free Estimates

P.O. Box 910
Clarenville, Newfoundland AOE 1J0

(709) 466-2626
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14 residents landed a total of $202 value in cod and caplin,
with two ships owned. Red Beach is not listed in any of
the census documents which suggests that it was more
of a landing place for fish and other products than a per-
manent settlement.

Little Shoal Harbour remained the most populated
community in 1891 with 53 residents equally engaged in
lumbering and fishing/farming plus a teacher and two
government officials. Brook Cove's population was up
to 48 and it was the only community with a vessel going
to the Labrador fishery. Dark Harbour, with an un-
changed population of 24 in four families, Russell's Cove,
with a second family and total of 13, and Broad Cove,
with a total population of 8, did not show the same in-
creases.

The arrival of the Newfoundland Railway at Claren-

ville in 1892 was eventually to act as a catalyst, encourag- | — =

ing the communities to amalgamate into one large
‘community. It also provided steady employment to sup-
plement the fishing and lumbering sectors of the local
economy.

‘The railway to Clarenville was built by Robert G. Reid
and G.H. Middleton. The first passenger train arrived
in the summer of 1892, the first passenger being Mrs.
M. Pitcher. This was the year Sir William Whiteway
made his famous inspection trip. At that time the sta-
tion was a small wooden building used as a freight shed
and telegraph office. Miss Jennie Tilley was station
agem mlegraph operator and later postmistress.

branch line from Clarenville to Bonavista was com-
plehed in 1911. About this time a new and larger station
house was built close to the site of the present CN sta-
tion. Eventually a roundhouse (so named because
locomotives could enter it from 360 degrees), freight
shed, water tank and sand storage facilities were put in.
A yard for making up Lrains, a coal yard and a pier for
unloading coal were also constructed. The effect on
Clarenville was an increase in populauon, but this
levelled off once the facilities were in place.

office.
Circa. 1890. (Photo courtesy Steve Parsons)

ious streamers that travelled around Trinity Bay tak-
ing freight, mail and passengers to about 25
communities.

By 1901 Clarenville's population had risen to 229 and
about half of the community's children were in one or
other of the two Most of the people were involved
in lumbering or fishing, although family farming was
still quite important with sheep and poultry very popu-
lar. Some trapping was also carried out as 65 furs with
a value of $88 were sold in 1900. The growing communi-
ty also had a customs officer and an engineer.

The next 20 years saw a gradual growth connected
with the railway toa 1921 population figure of 354. Almost
all the community’s children were attending school, and
employment was high in all sectors of the local econo-
my. Only one family was fishing on a full-time basis and
there were six farmers listed, but a third of the work-
ing population still continued to fish and farm as re-
quired. Around 1916 C.R: Steer, president of Steers
Ltd. of St. John's, built a large farm and sold

also ited from the sailing “‘pack-

ets" that brought and mail from Carb:

and other places to the terminal at Petley’s Brook in
what is now Shoal Harbour. This continued with the var-

it to Philip and Arthur Stanley. Fox ranching provided
good incomes for awhile to hunters and trappers, espe-
cially silver fox, but an unknown disease decimated the
breeding stock later on.
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Locomotive No. 105 built about 1900.

In 1933, Clarenville residents were able to install elec-
tric lighting in their homes for the first time. Edgar Stan-
ley, a former Reid Railway worker who had risen from
laborer to engineer and then started his own dry goods
store, decided he would start a light and power compa-
ny. Armed with promises from 14 private citizens and
two commercial undertakings, Stanley invested his life’s
savings and set up a hydrogenerating plant in 1933. He
later sold out to the Union Electric Light and Power Co.

In 1935 Colas Roads Ltd. of Toronto built an asphalt
plant at Clarenville to supply paving for the new airport
being constructed at Gander. Called Colas (Nfid.) Ltd.,
it provided 20 permanent jobs and on occasion jobs for
up to 100 in unloading ships of potash and asphalt bring-
ing much needed work to the town during the Depres-
sion. In 1841, the company became Flintkote Co. of
Canada and in 1944 it received contracts to creosote poles
and 100,000 railroad ties. By 1955 there was a further need
for creosoting wharf and breakwater timbers and for a
large number of utility poles imported from the United
States. When Newfoundland Hardwoods Litd. took over
the plant in 1955, employment at the plant was up to 120
with the addition of new pentachlophenol treatment for
land use. In 1963, Messrs. Pippy and Lundrigan took over
the management of the business.

Although the population had increased yet again to 964
in 1945, the largest increase occurred after that date. A
few people still fished for a living, and a look at livestock
totals indicates that farming continued on a small scale,
but it is significant that poultry were now the most popu-
lar item on the list, 1037 in all.

Seth Ivany on Locomotive No. 113.
(Photo courtesy Steve Parsons)
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.

Temporary blacksmith's shop erected during building of the
Bonavista line. Circa 1910. (Photo courtesy Steve Parsons)

During the Second World War Newfoundiand began
to experience a shortage of coastal ships and in 1942 the
Commission of Government decided to build 10 new ves-
sels using local materials, Clarenville was chosen be-
cause of ifs proximity to the railway and because many
men in the area had wooden boatbuilding experience.
Halifax ships’ architect William Roue produced a design
for a 322-ton capacity wooden, single-screw vessel 135
ft. long with a 28 ft. beam, powered by a 600 h.p. diesel.
At a time when most ships were built of steel, the use
of wood was unusual and led to the ships' being called
the *“Splinter Fleet” even before the first vessel was
launched.

Louise Janes, Anne Adams and Ceceila Bell at Clarenville
Station, Circa. 1900. (Photo courtesy Steve Parsons)

Ten vessels were completed between 1944 and 1947,
Clarenville, Trepassey, Glenwood, Placentia, Twillin-
gate, Ferryland, Codroy, Burin, Bonne Bay, and EXx-
ploits. The M.V. Clarenville was the first launched 12
July 1944, and was immediately commissioned by the
Newfoundland Railway to carry freight and passengers
on the northwest coast. A year later she was rammed
by the S.S. Kelowna Park in the Bay of Islands and
almost Jost.

The Splinter Fleet carried fish to the Caribbean and
returned with coal, molasses, rum and salt. The M.V.
Trepassey went to London and was chartered by the
Royal Navy as a supply ship to bases in Antarctica.

In 1949 the government sold the fléet. The M.V. Claren-
ville was sold to CN and used as a passenger/freight ves-
sel. Later she was sold to S\W. Mifflin Ltd. of Catalina
as a fish collector boat.

1n 1976 Burry's Fisheries of Glovertown acquired her
and ultimately sold her in 1981 to Ontario businessman,
Hank Buitendyk, who operates her as a floating restaur-
ant moored at Owen Sound, Ontario. Today the M.V.
Clarenville is the last surviving member of the Splinter
Fleet.

The first of the ““Splinter Fleet," the “Clarenville”, being
launched. (Photo courtesy of Provincial Archives)

The government sold the shipyard in 1948 to Spencer
Lake and Basil Fearn and it was renamed the Newfound-
land Shipyard. The first ship built under private owner-
ship was the Philip E. Lake considerd the last of the true
bankers. She was about 140 ft. long, had two 80-ft. masts
and two diesel engines and was built for Lake and Lake
of Fortune. In the early '60s a dock was installed that
allowed vessels of up to 500 tons to be hauled up.

Part of the ““Splinter Fleet"'under construction.
(Photo courtesy of Provincial Archives).
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The shipyard changed hands again about 1968 when
it became Clarenville Industries. One fishing boat was
built, then the shipyard lay idle for sometime until 1971
when Ioca! businessman Ralph Mercer and shipbuilder
Eleazer Hiscock acquired a 10-year lease on the property
from the federal government. There followed a 12-year
period of intense building activity when 53 fishing boats
of between 45 and 50 feet were constructed. The ship-
yard was recently sold to Burry’s of Glovertown.

In 1955 the first transatlantic telephone cable was laid
from Clarenville to Oban, Scotland. Clarenville marked
the event with a public holiday and formal celebrations
in the grounds of the Eastern Telephone and Telegraph’s
new cable station. The 1% diameter cable weighed
about one pound per foot and was capable of carrying 36
conversations simultaneously. It was pulled ashore from
the cable ship Monarch and a bottle of seawater from
thessite of the first telegraph cable landing at Hearts Con-
tent in 1866 broken against the cable. A second 2.250-mile
cable was laid the following year.

Clarenville has continued to attract government and
service industries in the last 30 years and calls itself the
“‘Hub of the East Coast”. The new regional hospital is
an indication of Clarenville’s geographic importance
which was earlier demonstrated by a surge in econom-
ic activity when the Come by Chance oil refinery was
in full swing. Clarenville’s business community,
has, over the years, shown several innovative initiatives.
In the 1957 Municipal Election Dorothy Drover became
the first woman elected to a Newfoundland municipal
council and the following year she served as the
province's first lady mayor. Clarenville was also the first
town to take advantage of the wood chip fuel program
and also won an energy conservation award in Interna-
tional Energy Days (an energy conservation promotion
program) in 1981,

‘The 1981 census shows a population of 2878, a slight
increase from the 2807 listed in 1976. About three-
quarters of the working population were employed with
a very high proportion at the managerial and adminis-
trative levels and in service occupations. This is a good
indication of the town’s status as a regional centre. About
a third of the working population is employed in com-
munity, business, and personal service mdus(nes. a
quarter are in and public i
Transportation, and and ing
industries employ most o{ lhe remainder. Family in-
come is well above the average, with just 16%

of the population having low incomes.

; & SOW . L .
Coastal vessel Gudvin at Clarenvllle. (Photo courtasy
Steve Parsons)

The age of lumbering not totally forgotten (Shoal Harbour).

Shoal Harbour

The first permanent settlement was in about 1848 when
residents of Hants Harbour, Trinity Bay built homes
around Shoal Harbour after years of winter visits to Ran-
dom Sound to obtain firewood and cut logs to build boats
and fishing facilities. In 1845 John Tilley, his wife Mar-
tha, and their four sons, Moses, Aaron, Joseph and Wil-
liam, first made a temporary home on Man Point,
between what was later Upper Shoal Harbour and Mills
Siding. Their closest neighbors would have been at
Britannia on Random Island and it was a few more years
before they built a family home in what now is Shoal Har-
bour. Aaron and Moses Tilley were to build their own
homes close by. Large stands of pine, spruce and fir in
the Shoal Harbour valley encouraged other settlers to
visit the area and around 1850 David Palmer arrived to
marry into the family and help build the family sawmill
on Shoal Harbour River in 1853, A larger mill replaced
it after a forest fire in 1860 and, by that time, the com-
munity had increased to several families with the ar-
rival of other settlers from Hants Harbour and Old
Perlican.

The level of lumbering in the area encouraged the
building of a dam near the Shoal Harbour River mouth
and its waterpower was harnessed to run a very large
sawmill. Flat-bottomed “lighters’” moved the sawn lum-
ber from the mill to schooners bound for St. John's. Pine
was used for lobster boxes, but its strong smell made
it unsuitable for other food boxes which required spruce,
fir and birch.

John Tilley was also the local merchant, and work in
the woods was largely paid for in trade goods, although
a few cash transactions in the Tilley books indicate that
this was not the only method of payment. His son, Moses,
was one of the few fishermen in the area at the time and
he is credited with receiving a bronze medal for some
tinned salmon he sent to an exhibition in Denmark in the
lm the first mention of the product in Newfoundland.

‘was almost in the early dayu
Each family was largely self-sufficient in produce, much
of which was stored in root cellars for use until the next
crop. Livestock was usually killed in December and
frozen in outside storage areas over the winter. Horses
used for logging in the winter months provided the power
for plows in the spring and dogs were also popular for
logging activities.

The first school was built in the 1870s and the Methodist
population sent some of its more accomplished students




DECKS AWASH — 9

Shoal Harbour Station Circa 1900. (Photo courtesy Steve
Parsons)

toSt. John'’s to study at the Methodist College. This might
have received the active support of John Tilley, known
to all as “‘the Scholar of Trinity Bay"', a man who read
everything that was available despite a limited formal
ion. Very few of the ’s children attend-
ed school in the early years and this situation continued
into the 1900s as census documents clearly indicate.

‘The first census mention of the community is in 1884,
when it was known as Upper Shoal Harbour. At that time
it was the largest community in the area with a popula-
tion of 72 in 13 familes. Several residents fished in the
summer months, as a total of 7 boats and 26 nets and
seines shows, and also farmed. There were 8 horses, 21
cattle, 43 sheep and 9 pigs which does not indicate a high
level of activity, but likely provided enough food for the
community.

By 1891 five more families had raised the total popu-
lation to 104, 25 of whom were still listed as fisher-
men/farmers, but the three boats and 16 nets and seines
suggest that lumbering was the major activity.
Livestock numbers had not changed very much, but 105
chickens were recorded. About half of the community’s
38 children were in school by this time.

Ten years later the number of families had risen to
29 and the population to 178. The increase can be traced
almost entirely to the rise in lumbering activity and the
arrival of the railway. The community, which had wel-
comed the first Roman Catholic and Salvation Army
residents to its midst, now listed a clergyman, a teacher,
amerchant and a farmer among its residents, along with
44 fishermen/farmers and 17 lumbermen. Fishing had
by now largely disappeared as a major activity, but

Coastal steamer Fortuna at Clarenville.

farming was still sufficiently considerable to pro-
vide surplus butter and wool. Several of the names list-
ed for fishermen in 1904 were not those of the early
settlers, indicating that there had been a population in-
flux. But the merchant was a member of the Tuck fa-
mily and the lobster packer was a Palmer, both families
that had been among the first to settle in Shoal Harbour.

Little changed in the next decade with the population
falling slightly to 162 in 1911, apparently as a result of
the non-methodist families’ moving to Clarenville. Six
sawmills cut a total of 300 ties in the year, a level not
far below that of the same number of mills in neighbor-
ing Clarenville. A small increase in the population to 197
in the 1921 cepsus almost certainly reflected the impor-
tance of the Bonavista railway branch line which start-
ed in the community, since 8 office staff, 5 mechanics
and 45 other workers are listed,

By 1935 the population had risen to 310 with fishing and
farming very minor components of the local economy.
The importance of the railway to community life can be
gauged from the fact that the railway station became
the community gathering place. Most members of the
community were connected in one way or another with
the railway, which brought an era of prosperity after the
Depression and swelled the population to a high of 431
in 1945. By that time Clarenville was the acknowledged
regional centre, but Shoal Harbour was an important
community in its own right and provided a number of
managers and officials for the business and government
offices.

Looking across Shoal Harbour to Mills Siding.

One of the best known is William Huntley Butler (“Un-
cle Hum™') who took over the job of postmaster from his
father and became the first telegraph operator in 1918.

Uncle Hum was the best phone repairman around, will-
ing to go out in all weather to make repairs that others
hesitated to do. Like the postmaster who followed him,
George Adams, he very seriously took the task of get-
ting the mail through and can still recall some of the
close calls with unexpected trains while on his way up
the coast.

Shoal Harbour became an incorporated community on
October 31, 1972. In 1981, 1001 residents were engaged
mawnitnnged)obs especially sales and service oc-

i ion and f ing. The largest
employers were commerce and service industries, fol-
lowed by manufacturing, transportation and communi-
cation. The minimal importance of fishing and farming
is indicated by the fact that only 5 jobs were listed for
primary industries. hmuy incomes wereshghuy above
what would be d for a
ble size in rural Newfoundland with only 12% of fami-
lies listed as being of low income. This mirrors the visible
prosperity of the community and its stability through
troubled times.
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the churches

R eligion has always played a major role in the lives
of area residents, although the early settlers were
not numerous enough to warrant a church until much
later. Methodist missionaries would arrive by packet and
stay over until the next packet. Services were held in
people’s homes until 1866, when John Tilley and his fa-
‘mily built a small church in Shoal Harbour that survived
the fire of June 1892. In the meantime a second church
had been built between lower Shoal Harbour and Dark

1872, the first clergyman, the Reverend William Swann,
came from Plate Cove to conduct services.

In the 1880s David Palmer’s son, William, entered the
Methodist ministry and started a family tradition that
saw his daughter marrying the Reverend Charles House
and their son Earnest going on to become Moderator of
the United Church of Canada. The Reverend William
Palmer had no church bell to alert him to the gathering
of his flock, so the congregation raised a flag in front
of the church when there were enough present to begin
the service. After the fire, a new church was built be-
tween Dark Hole and Broad Cove in 1894 and served as
the place of worship until another major fire in 1903. At
this time the Tilley family disagreed on the location of
a new church, so Aaron Tilley built a Methodist church
and his brother Joseph constructed a second church
which he offered to the newly arrived Salvation Army
as their first Citadel in 1907.

The first Methodist school opened his doors around
1880 to six students with Lucy Pittman as teacher and
early census returns show that enrolment was slow at
first because of family activities in fishing, farming and
lumbering. A new United Church was built in 1925 after
church union and both Clarenville and Shoal Harour re-

The old United Church at Clareriville. (Photo courtesy
Steve Parsons)

Hole in 1884, but it fell to the same devastating fire. In |{

The new Roman Catholic Church, Our Lady of Fatima,
at Clarenville,

mained United Church communities.

The second church to establish in the area was the Sal-
vation Army. The first mention of Salvation Army mis-
sionaries was in 1892 and the 1901 census mentions a
church building for Clarenville, although the first Sal-
vation Army Citadel is reported to be the church built
by Joseph Tilley in 1907. On 7 August 1957, the corner-
stone of a new citadel was laid by Sergeant-Major W.
Oakley. The building saw service until 16 ber 1979

when the present 40-ft. x 80-ft. building was dedicated.
1t serves the residents of Clarenville and Shoal Harbour.
A small school was operated by the church from the late
1890s in Clarenville until school amalgamation took
place.

The Anglican church in Clarenville began with the

War Memorial by Shoal Harbour United Church
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Long family from Champneys East in 1910. At that time - g e gy

there were only three Anglican families and Clarenville . ‘ S i
was served from the Smith Sound mission at White Rock. =

The Reverend Hugh Facey had to conduct his service
in the Central Hotel dining room and Mrs. Long decid-
ed that her hotel was not the best solution. She arranged
socials and other events to raise money and in 1922 her
family was able to renovate a building as an Anglican
school and chapel. This was used for services until a new
chapel was opened in 1925. The first teacher at the school
was a Miss Carberry. This school and chapel continued
to be used until St. Mary’s Anglican Church opened in
1965 after having its comerslnne laid in 1960.

The first F was held in Cl ill
in 1946, thanks largely to the efforts of Mrs. Dulcie Bal-
som. Pastor William Gillett held the first Gospel Serv-
ices in the Orange Hall the following year and Pastor
Roy Pelley followed with a week of meetings. By August "

1950 there were enough church members to start work The old bell at Clarenville United Church.

on a church which was completed in November. The first
| resident pastor was Pastor Gerald French of Bay
| A new church was opened in 1967.

A Baptist congregation began in Clarenville in August
1980. Pastor Gordon Ferguson, extension evangelist with
the United Baptist Convention of the Atlantic Provinces,
travelled from Lewisporte each Sunday to hold services
at the Clarenville Holiday Inn. On 4 July 1982 the con-
[gregation gained its own pastor, Pastor Edison E. Wilt-
shire and acquired the former Roman Cathelic church
building which they have since transported to a new site.

The first Roman Catholics were resident in Clarenville
by the Census of 1901 and were served from Plate Coye
until 1960, when our Lady of Fatima Church was opened.
At this time the parish transferred to the priest at King's
Cove. A new church now serves the parish. Students now
attend the integrated schools in Shoal Harbour and
Clarenville, but for a time they shared study time be-
The new Salvation Army Citadel at Clarenville. tween the two schools in Clarenville. u
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the area today

recollections

Engineer and journalist

alph Balsom and his wife

Jean live at Clarenville.
Ralph was for 38 years a railroad
man, one of the now vanishing
breed who worked on the foot-
plate of steam locomotives, then
the only means of transportation
across the island.

“My father was a railroad
man,” says Ralph. “At that time
the railway terminal here was
the only employment. They had
a roundhouse where they
repaired the trains and it em-
ployed around 150 people.

“I went to work October 14,
1941. 1 was 17 years old. On
November 8th there was an
emergency and I was sent on my
first trip as fireman. On January
7, 1942, they made the position
permanent.”

Wages were low, 36¢ an hour,
and the work was hard. Ralph

might shovel 12 tons of coal into |

the firebox in one shift.

“The doctor told me to take it
easy as 1 was turned down for
overseas when the war was on,”

says Ralph with a laugh.

In winter the forced draft of the
firebox would suck in flying snow
covering Ralph as he shovelled in
coal

“Yowd be soaki

Jean and Ralph Balsom

you got to the station. It would be
a 40-minute walk home because
there were no cars, and once you
got there you had to build a fire
to tha‘w the overalls off your

wet when

“There were different types of
steam locomotives. The small
100-class was used on branch
lines like Bonavista, and the
90-class used on the main line had
three big driving wheels and
could really travel. Some locomo-
tives were made in Montreal, but
we had several English engines.
One, number 1008, built during
the war had ‘Britain Delivers the
Goods' written on her tender.

“There were passenger trains
and freight trains. In the winter
most of our cargo would be paper
from Grand Falls to St. John’s.
‘We would use two engines to haul
18 cars. In summer we would
haul wood. Sometimes you would
come from Bishops Falls to Ter-
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ra Nova, almost home, but then
you were sent back to Bishops
Falls again. Sometimes you'd be
gone six weeks at a time like that,
and once I was on the west coast,
three months. The wife was ex-
pecting our daughter then, so she
went to St. John's and stayed with
her mother.

“You lived out of a lunch tin.
The railway didn’t provide ac-
commodations although there
was a little shack in Bishops Falls
with a small stove and a couple
| of bunks. Eventually they built a

staff house. It was a hard life but
we enjoyed it,”” admits Ralph.
Wages may have been low, but
by early 1945 Ralph had saved
| $1500, enough to buy lumber and
| pay a man $450 to build him a
house. It wasn't quite completed,
but it was “‘out of the weather”".
When Ralph married Jean in
May he could offer her a home.

Jean was born in St. John's but

her family was from Clarenville

spoke out on all things of impor-
tance. A lot of times I got into
trouble, too. People thought it
was great and couldn’t wait for it'
to come out. There was no other
newspaper in the area.”

About 1956 Ralph went from
fireman to engineer, but steam
was on the way out and with Con-
federation the railway had been
taken over by Canadian Nation-
al. There was a gradual decline
in the service.

“They downgraded the pas-
senger service,” says Ralph.
“They put in one large passenger
train but it was always late and
they closed the stations so that
people had nowhere to wait. The
temperature in the trains was er-
ratic, and they stopped cleaning
the cars. It was deliberate. They
forced people to use the bus. The
Trans-Canada Highway was
completed in 1965 and in 1968 we
lost the p service.”

and she visited each
She met Ralph at a swnmmmg
spot on the local river. Years
later, after having four children,
Gerry, Don, David and Linda she
became involved with the local
news magazine.

“1 did office work before we
were married and loved it,” says
Jean. “‘I was working half days
helping Mrs. Locke put her paper
together. It was called The Ran-
dom Guardian and I wrote a
column in it called ‘Comments by
Cathy’. I took over the paper in
January 1966 and became editor
‘and publisher for a couple of
years.

“The paper came out monthly
and went to 40 local communities
and six countries. It had 60 pages
and a mailing list of 1500, recalls
Jean. ““The whole family worked
on it. My mother did the
proofreading, Ralph sold adver-
tising, Don wrote a column called
“Viewpoint by Dee’, unpaid cor-

ts sent news in, and I
wrote editorials, did the layout
and the bookkeeping. I bought a
Gestetner machine to copy it. Af-
terwards we sat around a table
with the piles of pages and sta-
pled them together. I had no ex-
perience with editorials but I

Ralph decided to retire at age
55. He was working 12-hour days
and still spending 8 months a
year away from home. His fami-
ly rewarded him with two mag-
nificent parties.

“My father retired at 65 and did
nothing but count the cars going
up and down the road. Now I real-
ly enjoy myself. I have a little
garden and a greenhouse and 1
grow every vegetable. I have a
little wharf and a 16-ft. boat for
fishing. My basement is dug out
and I use half for a root cellar and
half for salting my fish. I have a
workshop, I make lawn furniture,
and I have a skidoo. I'm also
treasurer for the church and I
look after the cemetery. I can’t
understand those people who re-
tire and say they have nothing to
do. Now that I am retired every-
one calls on me because they
think I have lots of free time.”

But Ralph doesn’t mind. He'’s
having the time of his life. He and
some fellow parishioners have
decided to build their minister,
Bill Hodder, a shed for the
manse. They will cut the wood
themselves.

“A crowd of us are going in
Saturday with sleds and skidoos.
We'll have a fry-up, too, with
some moose from the wildlife
people. We should have a great
day!” concludes Ralph. )]
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Master boatbuilder

¢ ‘I was born in 1905 at

Hodge's Cove and I went
to work as a fisherman on the
Labrador when I was 12, says
master shipbuilder Eleazer His-
cock of Clarenville. “I fished un-
til it got to be a starvation trade
in the '30s, then in 1941 I came to
Clarenville to work at the ship-
yard. The Commission of
Government started to build a
fleet that was afterwards known
as the Splinter Fleet. The first we

¥

Eleazer Hiscock

completed was the Clarenville.
She was 346 gross tons, 126 ft.
long and was equipped with an
English-built Vivien diesel motor.
We built 10 altogether, all name
after Newfoundland towns. There
was no haulout then. It was just
a building site.

“After I had 21 years in, they
changed managers and adver-
tised for an inspector. There were
a lot of inspectors in the field, but

most were young and inex- |,

perienced and there was a lot of
inferior work. I was 57 and I
thought I was a bit too old, but I
applied and got the job. When I
became 65 they gave me an ex-
tension and another at 66. It
staved off my retirement. The
director of vessel construction
asked me what I would do when
1left. I said I would get a few men
and build a boat if he would give
me a permit. “You can build five
if you like’, he said.”

By this time the yard had been
taken over by Clarenville Indus-
tries but was lying idle. Eleaser,
wondering whether he could use
it to build a boat, approached the
government and was introduced
to Ralph Mercer who was also in-
terested in acquiring the yard.

The Melanie, Chris No. 1 built by Eleazer Hiscock undergoing repairs at Claren-
ville Shipyard.

Rocking chair made by Eleazer Hiscock
from a section of the keel timbers of the
M.V. Clarenville. (Photo courtesy Mrs.
Harold Bailey)

The two men entered a partner-
ship and obtained a lease on the
yard for 10 years.

‘“We went to St. John's and got
a loan for operating capital and
on the way home we heard on the
radio the shipyard had been
awarded to us. I came home and
told the wife. She said, ‘I guess
you know what you are doing’. I
was not quite sure if I did, but at
my age and health I was not go-
ing to lie down, so we started.

“We built 53 boats and we had
eight out there at one time. We
also hauled out about 350. I was
an early riser and I'd be at the
shipyard at 6:30a.m., an hour be-
fore the workmen. I love work
and for some particular reason I
wanted to go at it. I didn't want
any failures. I was foreman, su-
perintendent, whatever. Mr.
Mercer did the office work. We
paid back our 10-year loan in 13
months, but there were times
when I was very doubtful. At one
time we had 55 men and I had to
transfer $8,000 of my own savings
to the Bank of Montreal to meet
the payroll. We did well. Yes, I've
say it was a successful partner-
ship. We are still talking to each
other.

“How did I learn shipbuilding?
'It was traditional. In the outports
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every fisherman built his own
boat, and regardless of its size, 5
ton or 1000 ton, it’s still the same
shape. Once you have the
knowledge of a small boat you
have a wonderful idea.

“We built wooden fishing boats
and used B.C. fir for the keel, one
piece for the 45 ft. boat, anything
bigger and we scarfed a piece in.
The frames were birch under-
water, local spruce farther up.

lanking was birch in the bottom,
spruce and B.C. fir topside.

“I liked to make things, but
there’s always change and decay.
The time comes when you get up
around the four score and you
can't be too active anymore. 1
travel by car and do a bit of fish-
ing by the side of the road. The
funny thing about the four-score
years is now if I put my hammer
down, 1 don’t know what I did
with it, but something that hap-
pened 25 years ago I can remem-
ber easily.”

In 1979, Memorial University

awarded an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree to him. At the con-
vocation, R.M. Mowbray,
University orator said, “...we are
doing ourselves more good than
we are doing good to Lees His-
cock in admitting to our commu-
nity a craftsman with his
wisdom, his know-how, his belief
in the work ethic — in the words
of Ralph Mercer, his partner,
‘one of the smartest in the coun-
try on boats’.” n

66 I was born in Clarenville in

1902, says Eph Balsom.
“I was a young man in the
Depression days and it was hard
toget a job. You would hear talk
of jobs somewhere, so you would
get on the train and go look for
them. I have gotten on the train
here, gone clear across the island
looking for work, and had to come
back without a job. This was in
the late '20s. The fares were fair-
ly steep, I think about $8-$10 to
cross the island. You would take
your lunch in a tin and sleep
wherever you could get your head
down, generally the station wait-
ing room.

““I got work operating a steam
shovel, big thing. I worked on a
canal by Deer Lake and at Hum-
ber. Then about 1935 I got a job
with the Department of Mines
and Resources catching beaver.
1 think today it is called the Wild-
life Division.

“We had a game reserve about
12 miles in the country. We took
190 beavers in there and let them
go. They were from the Avalon.
We had five patrol cabins on the
reserve and one main one. I
patrolled the reserve, picked up
poachers, put up signs, drew
maps of the beavers’ houses, and
so on. We caught beavers and
sent them everywhere: Random
Island, the Bonavista Peninsula,
and even the west coast which
was where they had come from
originally .

“Beavers will go on a little
stream, dam it up, and almost

Keeping the beavers

i

moose in crate b«ain shipped to Labrador. (Photo courtesy Eph Balsom)

create an ocean. They build
houses and live in them a few
years before moving on. People
say they move when the house is
not fit to live in, but I figure they
g0 when there was no food left.

“I suppose I have caught thou-
sands of beavers. We would be
out in two canoes with about six
men and three nets. One net
would have a 6-inch mesh, one
would be 8-inch, and one would be
9-inch. We would set the 9-inch
net around the beaver house and
the others outside that to catch
the smaller beavers that would
get through the bigger mesh.
There would be fellows on shore
thumping on the beaver house
and pushing sticks down until
they came out. The man in the

centre of the canoe had to handle
the beavers. That was generally
me. It was an exciting job taking
the beaver out of the net and put-
ting him in a crate. A good old
beaver would go about 70 1bs.

“Beavers have great big teeth.
I've seen fellows bitten and their
boots torn off their feet, but I was
never bitten and in all the
beavers I handled, I only had to
let one go. I had him by the hind
legs and the tail and he started to
turn, so I let him go rather than
get bitten.

“‘Once on the Bonavista Penin-
sula the beavers flooded a culvert
and the railroad. They sent me
down there to take them alive if
1 could. Some I trapped but some-
times you would have to shoot
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them.

““We caught moose on the west
coast and took them to Labrador.
That was exciting. There were no
dart guns in those days, we had
to build traps. We went into the
woods to find where most of the
moose were, then we built a big
pen about 9 feet high and put a
trapdoor on it. We would hide it
with birch and then the moose
would walk right up to it and trap
themselves. They would kick and
buck — they’d go wild. We'd put
a crate next to the pen and open
its sliding door. The moose would
go in, then we would hook it to a
snowmobile and then pull it
away. Mostly they were young
ones, male and female. We got
one on St. Patrick’s Day so we
called him Paddy. He was about

3.

“I used to do a lot of tracking
of animals, especially in winter.
In summer if you couldn't see
their tracks you could see where
they had been, moved the alders,

especially moose who would nip

a twig here and there. Moose
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Eph and Alfreda Balsom

have certain places they go and
certain ways they follow, but in
the rutting season you had to
watch out. I used to listen for
them and go as far as I could see
them, then stop. It was better to
goround them then, they could be
dangerous. I've heard talk of
different things moose have done,
like have people up in trees, but
Inever had anything done to me.

“‘One winter was very bad and
we had a lot of caribou. Bernard
Jackson came up from St. John's
and helped save them. We put
them in a barn and fed them.
Another time I helped land buffa-
lo from Alberta on Brunette Is-
land in Fortune Bay. We built a
big log raft to get them ashore. I
think there are still some of them
there.

“This is my second woman,”
explains Eph, as his wife comes
in, “her name is Alfreda.”

“I'm from Braggs Island in
Bonavista Bay,” Alfreda tells us,
“Tlost my husband and he lost his
wife, so now we are together, 15
years now.’

Eph concludes, “I spent 36
years with the department and
retired in 1966. I haven’t done too
much since except fool around for
myself, cutting a bit of wood, set-
ting the garden and cod fishing."”
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66 he herring would be here

in the winter under the
ice, and nets would be set up with
sticks so they wouldn’t freeze in,”
he recalls. “I don’t know if they
still come in. You're not allowed
to catch them now. Anybody
could catch them then and you
didn’t have to have a licence to
put a net out.”

The days of the herring factory
in Mills Siding are long past, but
John Mills, who is one of the sons
in William Mills & Sons, can
remember the family business
well.

““The factory packed herring
down in the lower cove and then
they were sent to New York for
sale there. F. Banikhin and Sons
Ltd., who had a store on Water
Street in St. John's, were involv-
ed in herring too and the firm had
several places round here. It was
quite a business for a time and
there were lots of sawmills sell-
ing kipper, butter and biscuit
boxes. The biscuit boxes were for
Harvey and Company and Puri-
ty Factories. In those days there

Boxes and herring

John Mills

were no cardboard cartons, so
everything went in wooden boxes.
All the butter was packed in
wooden boxes and then there
were salmon boxes.

“It was my great-great-
grandfather who came over and

Congratulations to
DECKS AWASH MAGAZINE
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HARDWOODS LIMITED
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Clarenville, Newfoundiand
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tinned the first salmon in New-
foundland,” John adds. “Jack
Pelley in George's Brook has the
medal and he’s also got the sten-
cil they used for the boxes. Mak-
ing boxes was good business
round here. Not much ship-
building went on in Shoal Har-
bour, although we repaired a boat
one year for J. T. Squires. And
there was one man into fox far-
ming. Nichol owned the farm and
Clancy used to run it for him.
There were several farms in
Clarenville, but only the one
here.”

John was born in Shoal Har-
bour, but, like most of his genera-
tion, he moved to find work
before coming back home.

“I did quite a bit of herring
fishing, then I worked in Gander
and on the roads for 27 years,”
John relates. “I worked on the
customs service when they
brought in the new regulations on
liquor. At that time we only had
one cutter and you could see her
coming for 20-odd miles. The
customs officials in places like
Grand Bank, Fortune and
English Harbour were retired
skippers or schoolteachers and
they couldn’t get around too
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much. Money for teaching was
only around $30 a month, so a lot
of young teachers were drawn in.
They got two new boats and had
three smaller ones built. It was a
new act altogether,” he con-
cludes with a twinkle in his eye.

John hasn't let retirement slow
him down and it’s lucky that we
are able to catch him between a

game of cards at the Oddfellows
Hall in Shoal Harbour.

“It’s nice to have something as
a pastime,”” he admits,
““We have two or three games a
week, all of us retired fellows.
There's a darts league as well,
but I'm not one for darts."”

What is John's advice to the
new people who have moved into

the area over the last 20 years?

“I wouldn’t advise anyone to
quit his job for offshore oil just
yet,” he says. “‘A lot of fellows got
burnt on account of Come by
Chance. We had fellows who left
the highways for better money,
but it wasn’t long before they
were back again.” n

The library’s the place

ibraries are great places

when you are looking for
facts, or for a novel to lose your-
self in for a few hours. What real-
ly makes libraries are librarians,
those clever people who dig out
the facts and find novels by half-
remembered authors when all
our own efforts have failed.
Elizabeth Perry, librarian at the
new Clarenville Public Library,
is a splendid example. We visit-
ed her for information on Claren-
ville’s history.

“I've been librarian about
eight years,” says Elizabeth.
‘‘We opened here in September.
We used to be at the Town Hall
where there was only one room
and the books were pushing us
out the door. We had six or seven
thousand titles. I'd say we have
room here for double the amount
of non-fiction.

“I'm not from here, I grew up
in Ontario. In 1949, I married a
Newfoundlander, George Perry
from Gander. He got me with
Canada,” she adds with a smile.
“1 joined the Air Force in the war
and I was with Transport Com-
mand at Dorval. George was
working there as an accountant
for British Overseas Airways
Corporation. He saw me in the
cafeteria and said, ‘That’s the
girl I'm going to marry’. But he
was sent to Bermuda in 1945, it
was a year before he could in-
troduce himself and three years
before he talked me into marri-
age. We were married in Mon-
treal and came straight to
Gander. As we flew in, all I could
see was trees and water. I'll
never forget landing. When we
left the plane the wind was blow-
ing so hard I didn’t know whether

V.

to hang on to my skirt or my hat.”

Elizabeth had four children,
Anne, Nicola, Jennifer and
Richard. George started an ac-
counting business in Clarenville
and in 1975 moved his family
there. A lifelong affair with books
and letters led Elizabeth to be-
come a librarian.

“My mother was a bookworm.
1 joined my first library when I
was five. They told me I was the
youngest person to join. I have a
cousin who was in book publish-
ing. He was a boy genius. During
the war, when he was 9, he de-
vised a plan for the invasion of
Europe complete with maps and
flags. 1 have always been as-
sociated with libraries and I was
on the board of this one when the
librarian resigned in 1977 and I
took the job.

“We have a large circulation of
non-fiction and it's increasing.
People come in to see how to fix
their cars and build their houses,
especially books on insulation
and energy saving. It seems as
the economy gets worse, the
more people use a library. Some
of these people probably never
used a library before.”

A lot of school children come to
the library to research projects.
A young girl asks Elizabeth for
advice and receives a stock of
suggestions that has her heading
for the catalogue and the shelves.

“Paperbacks are very popular.
Wehad an enormous selection at
the old library. I filed them by
author there, but that’s not al-
lowed here. Here we have them
in special stands and it takes
about 20 minutes to find some-
thing in them.
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“A lot of people like paper-
backs because they fit in your
purse and your pocket, and
they're not heavy. If you're going
on the bus you are not going to lug
along a thick hardcover. The only
thing is that paperbacks don’t
last. Some will last 50 circula-
tions, others have the cover fall-
ing off after one circulation.”

Aside from her love of books,
Elizabeth has another old-
fashioned pleasure. She likes to
write letters.

“I love going to the post office
and finding a letter. You can
write a lot more for a lot less than
you can phone. I have pen palsin
England and in 1977 I took a long
awaited trip to meet them.

“I like to do research. In Joey
Smallwood’s day he wrote to The
Evening Telegram asking why
there was a half-hour time differ-
ence between here and the main-
land. T wrote the answer to his
letter. Actually, Newfoundland is
not the only place in the world

Clarenville Public Library

with a half-hour time difference.
But I'd love to have your job,
researching all these Newfound-
land communities.”

Elizabeth Perry is quite sin-
cere. We are pressed for time so
we leave her the task of checking
through her library’s holdings. A

couple of hours later she had as-
sembled a pile of books and
papers all neatly labelled.

“It just jumps off the page
when you know what you’re look-
ing for,” she says as a student
drags her away to the book
stacks. u
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ate and Grace Penney may

have lived in Shoal Harbour
for only eight years, yet they
have been intimately involved in
the community’s present and in
the area’s past. Grace is one of
the directors of the New Horizons
Heritage Group and Nate has
been very active in tourism.
Together they provide us withall
kinds of interesting leads on our
first day in the area.

“Our group started up in Au-
gust last year,” Grace reports,
“We’ve been collecting historical
material for the new library.
There’s a lot around, but it all
needs to be placed in one location
for students and researchers. It's
as well we're gathering the infor-
mation now as many of the local
residents are 80 or 90 years old
and some of the stories would be
lost otherwise. We're very grate-
ful for the histories that W.H.
Adey and Laurie Adams have
supplied to us; there was a lot go-
ing on around here.

“I particularly like the story
about the British warships using
a large, white rock off Red Beach
for shooting practice. That's the
kind of local history that would
have been lost. We're still in the
process of gathering material
and we’re very happy with what

New horizons on old memories

The Heritage Room of the new Regional Library.

we've got so far.”

Shoal Harbour was a distinct
community long before Claren-
ville came into being and there is
evidence that people were sailing
over from Hants Harbour and
0ld Perlican long before the first
settlement in 1847.

“Cormack even mentions peo-
ple coming over for logging be-
fore 1822,”" Grace says. ‘‘There
were really two communities

Marvin Pitts at work in the new Regional Library.

here and the largest business was
at Mills Siding, where William
Mills & Sons had a factory by the
railway. They built schooners
and made all kinds of boxes and
barrels for the kippers and bloat-
ers cured there.”

“The ruins of the factory are
still there,”” adds Nate. “The lo-
cal people provided the boxes to
pack the herring for export. It
was quite an important trade at
the time, I'm told.”

It wasn't the only business ven-
ture in Mills Siding either.

““There was also a large
coopering factory next door,"”
reveals Grace. “It was financed
by J.P. Squires of Bonavista, Wil-
liam Pittman, who operated a
brick factory in Smith Sound,
William and Leonard Mills, and
Mr. Duff, a cooper from St.
John's. The factory’s steam boil-
er was fired by sawdust slabs and
dunnage, and ran two circular
saws, a cylinder saw, joiner, cut-
ter and trimmer able to turn out
40 or 50 barrels a day. Logs were
cut up to 15 miles from the mill
in Shoal Harbour valley and the
coopering factory had an advan-
tage over the box factory run by
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the Wisemans because it could
use smaller trees. In the early
1920s the business had expanded
into Clarenville and Adeytown.”

Shoal Harbour has several
claims to fame, the first being
John Tilley, whose foot-pedal or-
gan is still in the community. As
well as being a self-taught scho-
lar, John Tilley also kept his hand
in the fishery and tinned the first
salmon in Newfoundland, a fact
recognized by a bronze medal at
an international exhibition in
Copenhagan, Denmark, in 1863.

Another international connec-
tion was the Italian seaplane
squadron’s visit in 1933. Nate can
remember the visit very well as
he went on board the yacht Alice
which acted as an escort for the
fleet while it layoff Random
Sound.

“‘She was a royal yacht,” he
recalls, “‘not quite the propor-
tions of the Britannia, but a roy-
al yacht all the same. There were
two submarines here as well and
the ship’s officers stayed down in
St. John's. Some time later I was
in Shediac, New Brunswick, with
the Rotary Club and I wondered

if anyone could make the connec-
tion between Shoal Harbour and
Shediac. It wasn’t until I men-
tioned the year 1933 that they
realized we had anything in com-
mon. I live on Balbo Drive here
in Shoal Harbour and someone
said there was a Balbo Drive in
Shediac until the war when the
name was changed to Pleasant
Street. I also found myself step-
ping in General Balbo's footsteps
again when I was in Chicago and
once more on Balbo Drive. The
street names are a constant
reminder of that historic flight.

“Clarenville was also famous
as being the landing site for the
first transatlantic cable in 1955,
Nate adds. “It was an important
cable station because it hooked
up with Scotland and France
rather than Ireland. Clarenville
was selected because it was eas-
ier to take the cable overland to
Terrenceville than run it all the
way round the coast. The cable
may not be used any more, but
the building is still there. We also
had the first eleetricity around
here. It was so popular that Mr.
Stanley couldn’t generate enough

to keep up with the demand. The
original machine was preserved
here for years and now it’s in the
Port Union museum.”

The last claim to fame is an un-
fortunate one given recent
events.

“Everyone knows the Norma
and Gladys and most people
know that it was built in this
area,” Nate comments. ‘‘What
they may not realize is that one
of the daughters named in the
ship still lives here in Clarenville.
She wasn’t too happy when it
went down. I was the radio oper-
ator involved in guiding the Nor-
ma and Gladys through a
hurricane some time ago and she
had to be a good ship to get
through that. It's sad she’s no
more.”

Fortunately, Nate and Grace
Penney are making every effort
to ensure that the area’s colorful
history is not lost and we recom-
mend that anyone paying a visit
should call into the new library
and make use of the historical
material they are helping to
collect.

1 of us must think some

times of making a trip into
space; not too many of us will get
the chance, but we can live out
our fantasy through the medium
of television. Wilson Day of
Clarenville came one step closer
by actually carrying out a radio
conversation with the first
Spacelab astronauts on their last
day in space on 8 December 1983.

“It was all of a question of
luck,”” Wilson admits from his ra-
dio room on Mountainview
Heights. “My radio antenna had
been down for awhile and I
wasn't even sure what the shut-
tle’s path was that night. Sever-
al of us in the group here tried to
make contact and I was lucky
enough to be the one who
received confirmation of the call.

I actually talked to Owen K.

Garriott, who operated the first
amateur radio station in space as
M5LFL. Five Newfoundlanders
received confirmation of their

Clarenville to Columbia, person-to-person

calls and I understand 13 other
Canadians did, too. It was quite
a thrill.”

Wilson has the card that he

Wilson Day — VOIFP
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received from NASA, together
with a model of the Columbia,
and he is keeping both for his
grandson. Talking to an as-
tronaut is a once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience that he will always
remember, but anything is possi-
ble when you operate an amateur
radio.

“I've always been interested in
radio since I was a boy,” says
Wilson, who was born in Mus-
grave Harbour and then travelled
with his father to various work lo-
cations at the age of 14, After
working with the American Air-
force at Pepperrell and then with
Newfoundland and Labrador
Hydro, Wilson became a purser
on the Gulf boats, although he
would have much preferred to
have been the radio operator.

Now multiple sclerosis has res-
tricted his activities somewhat,
but the radio continues to keep
him in touch.

“A lot of the time you think
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over it,"" he explains as he shows
us his radio equipment. “I've
talked with people in Australia,
Japan, Germany, Russia and the
Gaza Strip and I've even got ra-
dio operators in isolated places
like Christmas Island and Heard
Islands off New Zealand. For
some reason you don’t make too
much contact with Africa.”

Wilson is just one of a group of
“ham” radio operators in the
Clarenville area and he partici-
pates in the morning routine that
sees one or two of the group start-
ing things up around 9 a.m.

“We've been doing that for two
to three years now,” he says.
“We take turns and it keeps the
group in close contact. At the mo-
ment we have Grace and Nathan
Penney, Len Grandy, Ralph Bur-
den, Geoff Tilley, Albert
Noseworthy and me but they may
be losing me. My wife’s talked
me into moving back to St.
John’s.”

Wherever he lives, Wilson Day
will always keep the memory of
his radio conversation with
Columbia on that historical da;
back in 1983. é

E—
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the institutions

A community on the move

3 ‘I moved here from Con-

ception Bay. My home was
in Broad Cove, and Harbour
Grace was the last place I taught
before I came here. I was teach-
ing at the school here in Shoal
Harbour for 28 years until I
retired.”

So says Harris Thistle, the
mayor of Shoal Harbour, and his
wife, Ivy, is on hand to put things
in perspective. She’s the town
clerk now that the family duties
have been completed

“Our baby was eight months
old when we came here,” she
smiles. “She’s in Fort McMurray
right now with three children of
her own. I know they’d love to
come home. They might even
have their suitcases packed right
now!”

If the family did mave back to
the Clarenville area, they
wouldn’t be alone, as Harris ex-

plains.

“We're a residential suburb for
the business community of
Clarenville,” he suggests. “In the
last 10 years this town has almost
doubled in the number of house-
holds, and Clarenville is the same
way. The population may not
show it because families are
smaller now. When I came here
30 years ago, we had families
with seven or eight children in
school; now three would be un-

(1976) showed 1009 people living
in Shoal Harbour. In 1981 we
dropped to 1001,” Ivy adds, shak-
ing her head in puzziement. “I
can’t see how we went down in-
stead of up. We have more now
for sure, and so does Clarenville.
You could probably add on 100 to
Shoal Harbour and another 300 to
Clarenville. There are over 100
teachers in the area and several

government offices, so there has |

been lots of work opportunity for
people in the area apart from the
Newfoundland Hardwoods plant
and the two fishplants.”

*“The only real unemployment
is among young people,” adds
Harris. “Most adults are working
and we didn’t feel the recession
as much as elsewhere. People
thought that Clarenville would be
finished when Come by Chance

Harbour

term setbacks. A lot depends on
the fisheries, too. If they have a
good year down the South West
Arm, the money is spent in
Clarenville, and the same is true
of the people in Port Blandford.
It seems strange to have two fish-
plants operating in an area that
only got involved in the fishery
over the last five years.”

The main reason for the area’s
buoyant economy is its regional
importance and the fact that
government services are often
expanded when business activity
is slow.

Harris and Ivy Thistle

“We're only an hour and a half
from Bonavista and Gander, and
around two hours from
Marystown and St. John’s,” Har-
ris explains. “That attracted
government offices from St.
John’s because Clarenville is so
central. We’ll be getting over 100
new jobs at the regional hospital
and that's going to pump up the
local economy. Offshore develop-
ment would be a big plus, but that
all depends on discussions that
we have little say in. I don’t think
we have much to worry about
here in Shoal Harbour. Since the
council’s been in existence, we've
always managed to end the year
in the black.”

Harris has played a major part
in the council’s success story and
so has Ivy.

“I've been involved with the
council since it started in 1973 and
my wife joined me on it the next
year,” he says with justifiable
pride. “We still have three of the
original councillors and we all
take our role in the community
very seriously. This is the third
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