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From the editor

D uri ng a recent vacation, three incidents oc­
curred that we think might interest you.

F irst, while driving through Connecticut on In­
terstate 95. a tractor-trailer driver gave us a
thum bs-up sa lute, rolled down his window and
shouted to us. Originally (rom Newfoundland, he

_ has been liviruZ in the Il.S. for 15years but returns

Fred's sister , Nell Burt, a patient at the pallia ­
tive ca re unit at St. Clare 's Mercy Hospital in St.
John's .

Third , we met another lady at Indian Shores,
Florida , whose grandfather worked on the con­
stroction of the Newfoundland railwa y. It appears
that Newfoundland is becom ing better known ev-
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From the editor

Dur ing a recent vacation, thr ee incidents oc­
curred that we think might interest you.

First, while driving through Connecticut on In­
terstate 95, a tractor-trailer driver gave us a
thumbs-up sa lute, rolled down his window and
shouted to us. Originally {rom Newfoundland, he
has been living in the U.S. for 15years but returns
annually to visit his mother in Placentia and an
uncle in St. John's. He sounded his horn and went
on his way. We didn't catch his name , and forgot
to give him ours. We would like to hear from him
when he returns home this summer. so if anybody
knows of a ma n who fits this vague description,
we would appreciate your telling him .

sec ond, while having lunch downtown in St.
Petersburg, Florida , the waitress asked if we were
perhaps from Newfoundland. It turns out that she
is Margaret Currie from England, wife of Fred.
Currie, formerly of Lady Cove, Random Island ,
whose family home appeared on the cover of our
1983March-April issue . We also send greetings to
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Fred's sister, Nell Burt , a patient at the pallia­
tive care unit at S1.Clare's Mercy Hospital in St.
J ohn's .

Third , we met another lady at Indian Shores,
Florida, whose grandfather worked on the con­
struction of the Newfoundland railway. It appears
that Newfoundland is becoming better known ev­
ery day ; people often say they would like to visit.
Gone are the days when we had to expl a in chap­
ter and verse where Newfoundland is and what
country we ar e part of.

Finally, we remind you to check your address
label for your expiry date and urge you to renew
your subscription - you are what keeps Decks
Awash going.

Next time we'll be taki ng a look at farming in
Newfoundland.
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history

Plum point

P lum point was originally known as Old Fercle [sic]
and is first mentioned in the census record of 1884

'hena population of 30 in rive families was recorded for
~e community. This included 19 Roman Catholics. 6
Wesleyans , and .5Church of England members.

1bere is no mention of the comm unity in the censuses
of 1891 and 1901 but according to local writer Elva
Spence. Henr~eCoombes , locally believed to be the com­
munny's first permanent settler, took up residence in
1899.

In 1911lhe community reappears in the census record
as "Plum Point (Brig Bay )" indicating that the en­
cumerator considered Plum Point an extension of Brig
Bay. The population at this time numbers 23 being four
families of Church of England members. wbetber Plwn
Point was uninhabited the previous two decades, or
whether it was included in the population figures for Brig
Bay, is impossible to say. Certainly the religious struc­
ture had changed, since the Roman Catholics had dis­
appeared, possibly having moved to Bird Cove.

A co-operative store was built at Plum Point around
1918,possibly under the auspices of the St. Anthony Co­
op for a Mr. Strangemore of St. Anthony was sent to
manage it. The Co-op was responsible for building the
first wharf in thecommunity. Management of thebranch
lata" passed to Kenneth Spence who first arrived at Plum
Point in 1922.The business went bankrupt some time dur­
ing the Depression to be taken over by the Caribou Trad­
ing Company .

By 1921 the census had reverted to calling Plum Point,
Old Ferrole [sic 1.There were 20 members of the Church
of England-in three families who occupied 35 acres. Six
people were fishing, but one was in "office work".

Around 1928,the International Pulp and Paper Com­
pany started operations in the area eventually building
a portage road to Plum Point in 1930as it had the deepest
water and was best suited to docking coastal vessels. TIle
paper company eventually erected a building by the
wharf to act as office and store. This also led to the relo­
cation of the telegraph office at Brig Bay to Plum Point.

The 1935census refers 10 Plum Point proper for the
first time crediting it with a population of 57 with 45
Church of England members and 12United Church. This
amounted to 10 families housed in 8 dwellings.

PIl6n POint Motel and lounge

DECKS AWASH - 5

Plum Point Post Office.

In 1940Plum Point received its first school, a one-room
building, but teachers were not easily found. Elva Spence
recalls one teacher who left soon after arriving on learn­
ing that he had failed his grade 11 exams a few months
previous.

By 1945 the population had risen to 84, but 16 years
later had barely reached 100. Around 1950,a new wharf
was built by the Department of Public Works to replace
the old co-op wharf. In 1955construction started on the
area's first road which was to Roddickton. In 1959a road
was built to Flowers Cove and extended to S1. Anthony
in 19tH. Until then, the clergy had to visit their
widespread parishes by boat. but with speedy transpor­
tation now available by road, a new impetus was given
to church construction leading in 1959to the building of
the Anglican Church of Advent, Plum Point's first
church. By 1966the population had grown to 132.and to
163 in 1976. This latter increase was heralded by yet

.. ~.
St. Barbe Developnent Association office and Fire Hall ,
Plum Point .
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another road , this one being built to Corner Brookaround
1974. In the most recent census of 1981 the population was
178.

Plum Point today has a large motel and lounge, two

gas stations, an auto-parts outlet, a Sears mail-order
store, two grocery stores, a post office, fire hall, Legion
hall, Development Association office, and the area high
school. The wharf was dismantled last fall and coastal
steamers no longer stop at Plum Point. 11

Brig Bay

The old BrigBay Co-op

up with Sheppard at Bonne Bay. Sheppard stalled, in­
sisting on a search warrant. His vessel was put under
guard, but Sheppard and his sons managed to overpow­
er the guards , make their escape to Brig Bay where they
unloaded their contraband. Sheppard then ran his ves­
sel aground and waited to be arrested. Local legend has
it that he spent the winter in jail in St. John's (and col­
lected the insurance on his boat) while his sons sold rum
up and down the coast.

In 1901the population was recorded at 43including 26
members of the Church of England, 10Roman Cathol­
ics, and 6 Methodists for a total of 8 families. Livestock
consisted of 4 cattle, 3 pigs, and 39 fowl. Fishing re­
mained the predominant occupation being carried out
from two 45-ton schooners and 14small boats.

By 1911 the population stood at 35including one govern­
ment employee - possibly a telegraph operator. Bessie
Samson recalls that her mother, Elsie A. Hoddinott ar­
rived about this time from Daniel's Harbour as Brig
Bay's first telegraph operator and was located in an
office in Jonah Jackman's home. Later the telegraph
office moved to Plum Point and Elsie worked 44 years
in total, first for the telegraph company, Marconi Co.,
and then the post office,

The 1911 census recorded 5 lobster factories. Livestock
listed included 43dogs, probably used as teams to haul
sleds. The beginning of a fur industry is indicated as 25
furs are listed with a combined value of $22. Fox fur was

•• ••I..-......

B rig Bay is located approximately a half mile south
of Plum Point. It is characterized by a well­

sheltered, almost landlocked harbor which lends cre­
dence to the local explanation of the name Brig Bay as
being a place where brigs once anchored.

Brig Bay was from 1713part of the French Shore as
delineated by the Treaty of Utrecht which allowed
" ...subjects of France to catch fish, and to dry them on
land ..." between Cape Riche and Cape Bonavista. Brig
Bay was the last port of call for the French fishing fleet
returning to France and admirably suited for drying fish
having beaches noted for their uniform rocks upon which
fish could be dried as wooden flakes were unknown in
these parts.

Possibly the first settler in Brig Bay was R. Appleton,
an Englishman who, in 1838, was recorded as taking care
of the stages belonging to the French during the winter.
The French were not allowed to settle on this shore, but
this seems not to have prevented Louis Garneau of St.
Malo from taking up permanent residence at Brig Bay
around 1856.He married a local woman who bore him
14children. Garneau was described in the Newfoundland
Journal of the House of Assembly for 1873as a "violent
and iIl-conditioned fellow" having shot one William
Furlong in 1869.

The first census in which Brig Bay is recorded was for
1874and credited the community with 44 inhabitants
comprising five families. The population had declined
to 12by 1884,then rose to 14by 1891,but these figures
refer only to permanent settlers and the number of tran­
sients was doubtlessly higher. For example, Shearer and
Forrest of Halifax established a lobster factory at Brig
Bay in 1883.The French, in 1890,built one too, owned
by the Societe des Pecheurs de Terre-Neuve and
managed by one Philippe Prud'homme. In 1890Shear­
er and Forrest employed 13while the French factory em­
ployed 43 Frenchmen revealing that the area was far
more populous than the bare census figures indicate.

In the closing decades of the century, Henry Thomas
Sheppard and Frederick Hoddinott travelled to Brig Bay
from Indian Harbour and Fogo to engage in the lobster
and the cod fishery. Onone occasion Thomas Sheppard,
while smuggling rum from St. Pierre, sought to increase
his profit by abandoning his partner on the French Is­
land. The partner informed the authorities who caught

Brig Bay.
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room, but it burned down in 1970. The co-op went out of
business in the late 1970s,but was at one time considered
by former Memorial University Extension Service
Director Donald Snowden, to be one of the "strongest,
most successful co-operatives in Newfoundland".

The population of Brig Bay fell from 98 in 1935 to 86
in 1945, then climbed steadily to 174 in 1966 and remained
at that level for 10 years. In 1981 the population stood
at 183.

Around 1975 the government built a new fishplant in
Brig Bay which, like the previous one, specialized in salt­
fish but had no driers . Until 1981 it was run by the En­
glish company of W.J . Burton which specialized in salt
herring. From 1002to 1984the Canadian Saltfish Corpo­
ration operated the plant. Lobster, cod, herring, halibut
and scallops were the principal catch. The area bait­
holding unit is also at Brig Bay .

Today Brig Bay hasa government omce, a post otfice
and two stores. A predominantly Anglican community,
Brig Bay supported a school until 1953but now relies on
the Anglican church and high school at Plum Point. It
also now has a fairly new Pentecostal Church. "'

to become a particularly valuable commodity in later
years. Harry J:fodd.inottreportedly sold a live patch ~ox

for $80while his neighbor. James Mahar of nearby Bird
Cove, is said to have ~old a sUve~ fox pe~t for $400.

The population of Bng Bay continued to Increase dur­
ing the next decades rising to 51 people in 1921 and 98
in 1935. In 1934 the fishermen of nearby Bird Cove and
Blue Cove joined with Brig Bay in pooling their ship­
ments of salted cod and herring. The forest industry be­
came increasingly important. with men working in the
woods for the Intemational Pulp and Paper Co. during
the winter.

In 1956a consumerco-op was started and registered
as a Co-operative Society 26October 1957. The initial 20
members paid 25( membership, then within two weeks
raised $250in shares, enough for a 12ft. by 18ft. build­
ing. Soonafter, they moved to larger premises; Norman
Sheppard became president and BiDSamson became the
first manager.

Total co-opsales in 1957 were $35,000.Sales had risen
to around $25O,OfX) annuaUy by 1964.The co-op had a fish

plant with two driers for prod=uc=in=g=sa="=b=ulk=.=nd=.=C=h=ill='=========-=:- --"""-j

Thanks for the
wood to build our
homes , our boats
and our wharves .
Thanks for firewood
to keep us warm .
Thanks for furn iture, Only you
paints, and brushes. ~~:';;;;;i~~ can prevent
Thanks for - forest fires.
violi ns, gu itars , and cello s. Thanks fo r books
and penc ils and paper . Thanks for maple syrup
and sleds, park benches and shade on a sunny
afte rnoo n. Thank s for frui ts, jams and jellies.
And a special than ks f,or the oxygen we breathe.

This message from your
Newfoundland Forest Protection Association
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Bird Cove

B ird Cove is located approximately two miles west
of Brig Bay and was probably fished by the early

1800s . The first permanent English settler appears to
have been Michael Meany, recorded as living at Bird
Cove with his wife and four children in 1873.

Bird Cove grew slowly and by 1911 still had only two
houses occupied by three families . But by 1921the popu­
lation had grown to44 people, all Roman Catholics. and
comprising 10 families in nine houses. The community
supported six lobster factories . a sawmill. 53 dogs and
10 CO\\·S . Fishing remained the predominant occupation.

By 1935 the population of Bird Cove had grown to 95,
but the number of houses had grown only from 9 to 13.
One account slates that lobster processing ceased dur­
ing the Depression which may account for the lack of
new boeses being built . The inshore herring and codIish­
ery supplemented the lobster fishery after 1935.

Bird Cove

Bird Cove remained until very recently a totally R0­
man Catholic community and was originally a mission
of the Holy Family Parish which extended from Parsons
Pond to Flowers Cove. In 1975 Bird Cove became part
of Our Lady of Grace Parish the boundaries of which ex­
tended from Eddies Cove West to Cooks Harbour at the
northern tip of the peninsula.

Shoal Cove

S hoal Cove is a ftshingcommunity spread over a shal­
low cove located on the north side of the Ferolle

Peninsula approximately midway between Reefs Har­
bour and New Ferolle.

There appears to have been little settlement in the
community before the turn of the present century , The
1901census credits Shoal Cove with 3 families amount­
ing to 17 inhabitants, 14 being Church of England mem­
bers, the remaining three Roman Catholics.

By 1911the population had risen to 4f and the commu­
nity had a one-room Church of England school with 12
pupils, the latter a surprising development for a com­
munity with only eight families . But Shoal Cove seems
to have been quite prosperous supporting an ts-ton
Labrador schooner, 18smaUer beats, and 5 lobster fac­
tones.

Our lady 01Grace Roman Catholic Church, Bird Cove

For many years Bird Cove had a small chapel, but
with the coming of first parish priest, Father Desmond
McGrath (later of NFFAWU fame>, a new church was
begun in 1969and opened in June 1970.

Families moving in from surrounding communities
caused Bird Cove to grow considerably so that by 1981
the population stood at 400. Bird Cove has the la rgest
population of all the communities between Castors River
and P lum Point. The community also supports an
elementary school and a general store, and is one of the
few communities in the area to have an elected council
and mayor, "

In 1921 the population consisted of 64 Church of En­
gland members and 5 Methodists. The community now
had 9 houses (up from 6 in 1911) containing II families.
Despite a 57';\ increase in population, school attendance
only increased by 25% from 12 to 15 pupils. Fishing re­
mained the predominant occupation in 1921 but the num­
ber of lobster factories had faUen to 3 from 5 and
somebody had built a sawmill. A merchant is also list­
ed as living at Shoal Cove for the first time.

The population of Shoal Cove increased steadily
from 96 in 1935, to 148 in 1951. In 1952 the Newfoundland
Government began a survey of fIShing communities in
Newfoundland from which the following description is
extracted.

Shoal Cove in 1953 had neither local government,
provincial nor federal agencies. Neither had it fire pro­
tection, police protection, nor medical facilities. While
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Shoal Cove.

the one-room school had between 40 and 50 pupils. find­
ing teachers had proved difficult. There was no church ,
post office , nor general store.

Drinking water was supplied from two wells 10-12ft.
deep, but onedried up most swnmers. A three-foot wide
trail connected the settlement to New Ferolle and to
ReEls Harbour where there was a post office. There was
also a telephone line to the telegraph office at Plum
Point. For transportation each family had at leas t one
horse a nd a dog team.

The fishermen sold fresh split fish to Marshall's at
Reefs Ha rbour for between $6.50 and $10 a quinta l and
we t sa lted fish for $10 a quintal. They shipped lobs ter
to the St. JohnHarbour Pool. Being without a store, Shoal
Cove depended upon Reefs Har bour and Bartletts
Harbour for supplies together with the coastal boat that
delivered to Reefs Ha rbour .

In 1951a storm had carried away or smashed many

Reefs Harbour

R ee ls Harbour is located in St. Margaret Bay on
the north side of the Ferolle Peninsula. The com­

m unity stretches along the main, unpaved road which
undul at es over limestone outcrops and marshy pla ins.
Toda y, Reefs Harbour has a general store and service
station, a post office, a government wharf, an Anglican
church and an elementary school . We thank Gloria Tuck ­
er , who compiled a history of the community from which
much of the following account is taken.

According to Gloria Tucker, the earliest settler in the
community mayweU have beenJoseph Tucker, a fisher­
man who arrived some time between 1901and 1911by
wa y of Dog Island and Savage Cove. By 1921the fami­
lies of Hynes and Humber had settled in Reefs Harbour,
but for all these families the community remained a
summer station. During the winter months they moved
to log ca bins deeper inside St. Margaret Ba y.

Long-time resi de nt J ohn Tucker, 72, agrees that the
two Tucker famili es of his fath er and gra ndfather were

of the sheds and wharves that line Shoal Cove . In 1952
lobster trap losses were heavy, ice being the main cul­
prit . One man had landed only 103of his 230traps, a loss
of 55%. The cost at this time varied between $1.45 and
$2.25 per trap, the greatest expense being for rope . The
cost of the trap itself was about 20t for twine and nails
if the fisherman sawed his own lathes, or 60t if he bought
the lathes.

The report noted the existence of a few subsistence­
type gardens producing minor quantities of vegetables.
Unfortunately agricultural potential was very limited
due to a lack of soil, excessive rock outcrops, and large
areas of peat accumulation.

The population of Shoal Cove rose from 148in 1951, to
269in 1966,but has since dropped to 223 as listed in the
most recent census of 1981. The community has two
stores and a community hall. The closest post office is
at Reefs Harbour, as is the Anglican church. I!

The remains of the vats at Marshal"s property, Reefs
Harbour.
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the only ones in Reefs Harbour when he grew up, ad ­
ding that they came originally from Quirpoon . John
recalls that the boards for houses were all pit sawn us­
ing an 8 flohand saw until 1920. The process was labori­
ous sometimes taking a day to saw one board . John
ultimately worked for Captain John Rwnbolt of Castors
River South accompanying him on his schooner trips and
even marrying Matilda, John 's wife Sophie's sister.

The census of 1921credits Reefs Harbour with a popu­
lation of 30 including 17 Church of England and 13 R0­
man Catholics occupying 5 houses. A lobster factory and
a sawmill are listed . The predominant occupation was
fIShing . In 1935 the population had grown to 63 includ ­
ing 52 members of the Church of England, 7 Roman
Catholics and 4 United Church members for a total of
11 families . Salmon, cod. and herring were the main

III

St. Margarets 01Soocland, Anglican Church , Reefs Harbour .

catch. By 1945the population was 106and a 32-ton sch0on­
er was listed along with 14smaller boats. Around this
time Reels Harbour's inhabitants abandoned their year­
ly winter migration and by 1948were living year round
in the community .

In the 1920s James and Guy Ma.rshaUof Bonne Bay (a
branch of the Carbonear Marshalls) arrived as share­
men on a schooner and spent their first year with a Tuck­
er family. The brothers had started a businessselling

New Ferolle

N ew Ferolle is located at the outer end of a rocky
peninsula separating S1. MargaretBay Irom 51.

John Bay. 11leIirst census of the area was taken in 1884
when a population of Z1was recorded. but it is likely that
the French fished there from at least the late 17005.

The population stayed static at four families until 1892
when it droppedto twocomprising 19people, aU Roman

John Tucker , 72, of Reefs Harbour.

foodstuffs which they obtained on commission from a
merchant in Bonne Bay . Eventually they branched out
into fishing supplies and bought pelts from trappers.
They built a flsb-pickltng plant to produce a heavy salt­
ed cod in 1930and expanded their premises until they
occupied some 250 feet of the shoreline.

By the 195($ Marshalls were salting one million pounds
of cod each season in 'l:l concrete vats each with a ca­
pacityof 13 - 14thousand pounds . In 1953they bought
fresh split cod at 2<a pound then pickled it and sold it
to Barry of St. John's. Lobsters were sold to the Consoli­
dated Lobster Co.of Massachusetts through the St. John
Island Pool bringing around $45 a crate (110-130lb.) .

In October 1954the entire Marshall premises, includ­
ing II stores, was destroyed by fire. The Marshalls
rebuilt and continued tooperate until 1972, a year after
the death of James Marshall.

The first Church of England, one-room school was
opened in 1948. It had 13 pupils with Julia Tucker as
teacher. Prior to this the porch of local inhabitant Phil
Tucker had been used as a schoolroom. A larger, three­
room school was tuilt during the 1~which grew to five
roomsbefore the present modem elementary school was
opened in 1982.

The population of Reefs Harbour grew from 63 in 1935
to a peak of 163 in 1961, then declined to 100 in 1971.the
population stood at 117 in 1981. II

Catholic , owning 10 nets or seines, two traps, and six
boats. 'Ibey owned a cow and a pig, and grew some
potatoes.

The population feU to 13 In 1911then rose to 'l:l in 1911
and 77 in 1921.Catherine Hynes, who was born at New
Ferolle in 1919, recalls that there were only 5 family
names in the community when she grew up: Doyle ,
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Fercne Point.

Rumbolt, Sca nlon, Hynes, and Newcombe. At this time
there were still remains of the French occupation to be
seen such as brick ovens used for baking bread.

In 1913a lighthwse was built at FeroUe Point and later
occupied by the Beaudoin famil y. By 1921 the popula ­
tion of the point was to and the Iightkeeper, Jerome
Beaudoin, probably suppl emented his living by flShing
becausethe tiny communit y is credited with a boat , 75
traps , and a lobster fa ctory .

Catherine Hynes points out tha t the families that fIShed
at New FerolJe in the first haH of this century seldom
stayed all year but moved inland to places like Castors
River for the winter where the men worked in the woods.

From 1935 on, the population of New Ferolle hovered
at the 100 mark but the community was probably busier
than the figures indicate . Catherine recalls that in the
1~ the harbor would contain upwards of 60 schooners,
all from elsewhere, that came to catch caplin for bait.

Social serviceswere limited. 1be closest 6OllJ'Ce of sup­
ply was from Reefs Harbour where they bought grocer­
ies from KennethSpence . 'Ibere was no nurse nor doctor ,
but the re was a midwife, Helen Thatcher, in the com ­
munity who is said to have delivered 1413children in her
lifetime . A sma ll school was built som e tim e after 1921
and more recently a Roman Catholi c chapel was built
in what was once a com m uni ty centre. At FeroUe Point

Bart/etts Harbour

B artJeU.s Harbour is located on the north side of 51.
John Bay. The name is attributed to Robert Bart­

lett of Yoevil , Somerset, who settled there around 1800.
He was followed by his nephews Robert and Abraham
Geng e and together the three set up a fish and fur busi ­
ness se lling their products to American vessels. Bart­
lett eventually returned to England while the Genges
made Anchor Point the focus of their business enterprise,
but they continued to use Bartletts Harbour as a salmon
and furring sta tion.

The census of 1891credited Bartletts Harbour with a
population of 8, 4 being Church of England members and
4 Roman Catholics. Also mentioned in the census is a
lobster factory with 39 employees said to be the second
largest on the St Barbe coast. Where the employees

the ligh thouse kee per solved the problems of educating
his la rge fa mily of 16 children by importing his own
school m istress in 1937.

Today, New Ferolle has two fish plants. one operated
by Ambrose Hynes , the othe r by James Doyle and Sons.
The younger children attend school at Reefs Harbour,
the older children at Plum Po int. TIle combined popu­
lation of New Fero lJe a nd Ferolle Point was 103 in 1981.

came fro m is not clea r, but it is possible they were
Fre nch.

By 1901 the populat ion had grown to 49, all but th ree
being Roman Catho lics consisting of 9 families in tota l.
The number employed in the lobste r factory had dropped
to 21and only 300cases were produced compared to 1200
cases 10 yea rs previous .

The population had again grown in 1911 being listed
as 72with 28childr en at the local Roman Catholic school.
The population increase is mainl y acco unted for by the
birthrat e for the total num ber of families had increa sed
from only 9 to 11. In addition, 11 lobster facto ries a re
rec orded, one per fa mily , indicating that the a nnua l
French migration to the a rea had ended. Tota l prod uc­
tion for that year was $6,012 being mai nly lobs ter ,
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salmon, and herring but included 22sea ls, valued at $54,
and 40 furs ($14OL

By 1921 the population had dropped by almost half to
40 people but rose to 57 in 1935, and 87 in 1945. TIle fish­
ery remained the main occupation but fishe rmen were
obliged to buy bait at Port au Choix . Lumbering gained
in importance and by 1953there were four sawmills oper­
ati~, each with a capectty of 100,(0) board feel per year.
Three sold lumber to Comer Brook , the fourth to St.
John's . The school had by this time fallen into disrepair
and had managed to attract a tea cher for only 1\1,0of
the preceding 10years. The community had a post office
with a telephone line to Plum Point telegraph office .

Bartletts Harbour became a regular port of call for
schooners and coastal vessels . By 1966it had grown to
216 when some families were moved to Port au Choix
and Stephenville under the Community Consolidation
Program. The population then declined to 149in 1976as
a result of a second resettlement program.

In 1978a fishplant was built for the herring fishery and
operated by Nickersons creating about 50seasonal jobs
for the community. By 1981 th e population had risen
slightly to 159. In 1983the Cishplant was taken over by
New Ferclle Fisheries.

Today Bartletts Harbour supports approximately 35
families and has a Roman Catholi c chapel, a post office .
and a general store. I!I

Castors River North and South

C astors River North and South are two separate
communities on either side of the mouth of Castors

River that Ilows into St. John Bay . Unfortunately, for
administrative reasons, the two have been lumped
together so that separate population figures are impos ­
sible to determine.

The river itself was named by the French in 1735,cas ­
tor being French for beaver. A William Griffiths is
reported to have trapped and fished at Castors River
around 1830.The first recorded settlers there were Jesse
Humber with his wife and six children. Humber was
recorded catching salmon at Castors River in 1868,and
again in 1877when he was discovered with his salmon
net completely across the river at the entrance to the
pond , which resulted in his having the Salmon Act read
to him. In 1888Shearer of Nova Scotia, who had previ­
ously established a lobster factory at Brig Bay , moved
his cannery to the north of Castors River.

The population of Castors River remained at one fa­
mily unW 1901when two families were recorded. In 1911,
3 families are mentioned in the census, but the number
had fallen again to 2 by 1921.In 1935the pop ulation had
risen to 22 totalling 4 families . This was about the time
when Captain John Rumbolt took up permanent resi­
dence at Castors River South.

After this, the population appears to have grown quite
quick ly reaching 100in 1945apparently caused by pe0­
ple moving from St. John Island, Labrador, Barbour
Grace, and communities along the St. Ba rbe coast. The
attraction was probably the lobster fishery in St. John
Bay which was the dominant occupation supplemented
by sea l, salmon, cod, herring, and sawrnilling in winter.

The population of Castors River North and South has
grown steadily from 124 in 1956,to 311 in 1981, with the
major concentration of people being in Castors River
South. Each conununity is governed. by its own local

committees. "



St. John Bay

T he first census for the coastal region from Plum
Point to River of Ponds does not give separate list ­

ings for thevarious fishing communities aroond 51.John
Bay . The 1857Census does give a total population of 46,
all but twoofwhomwere members of the Churchof Eng­
land , suggesting that there was no permanent French
presence in the 8.rea.

This is misleadmg, since it is known that the French
had a very active flsbery and oulnwnbered English
Itsbermen by a considerable margin in the summer
months. One local history lists a total of se ven ships, 59
boats and 252men 00 the main French fishing station
of St. John Island , compared with one ship. five boats
and 30 men in the English fishery . Also, on nearby
Savage Island . the French had a ship, 15 boats and 50
men.

The 10 families listed in the 1857 cens us included the
ancestors oCthe Caines and Tat chell families now liv­
ing around 51. John Bay . A total of 21 vessels of various
kinds were used to haul 24 nets and seines and six seal
nets. Cod and herring provided most of the ca tch,
although 120 seals were also landed .

In 1869St . John Islandwas listed separately and had
a tctal of 23 residents of three fa milies engaged in the
various fisheries . At lea st one vessel went out from the
island for seals and foor other boats set 11nets and seines
inshore . By 1874 four more families had increased the
popllation to 3Band added a further four boats . Codand
herring provided good landings, and 108 seals were also
counted.

The population remained stable for the next 20 years
and was equally distributed between Church of England
and Roman Catholic families . Jo'ishingconUnued to be
the only economic activity of note , but poor landings of
cod and herring encouraged families to spend less time
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Fish sheds aJong the shore 01 51. John Bay.

on the island and rather more time on the mainland,
where new communities were springing up and ex "
pending.

By 1901only two families remained on S1. John Island
and this si tuation persisted to 1911, when the population
numbered only 10. The seasonal inshore fisheries and
two lobster factories employed seven residents and
provided a rea sonable income . Additional returns from
the sale of some furs and from the cutting of fenceposts
indicate that fishing was no longer the only island ac ­
tivit)'.

The heyday of 51.John Bay occurred shortly after the
First World War , when Savage, 51. John , Whale and
Twin Islands were all inhabitated by a mixture of Olurch
of England, Roman Catholic and Methodist famili es .
About half of the population of 76 took part in the cod ,
herring and lobster fisheries , for a total la nded value of
$8183. The 10lobster factories were supplied by 1273traps
a nd packed a tota l of 254 cases in 1921.

This level of activity soon ended after the dec line of
lobster canning and by 1935 only St. John and Doctor
Island had resident populations. A total of 33 members
in five families operated one cod trap and five herring
nets from four boats , while also rai sing a few cattle,
sheep and poultry . A number of furs were traded for a
tota l of $48.

By the 1950smost residents had moved to mainland
communities , although local fishermen continued to
operate summer fishing stations from the various is­
lands . At the present time there are no settlements on
the offshore islands, which lie off the communities of
Barrd Harbour and Eddies Cove West. II
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Berr'd Harbour

T he firs t indica tion of this small community is in a
ref erence to Barred Bay , St. John Island, in the

18905. The French lobster factory was built by a Cap­
tain Dameron, who managed it for Anatole Ie Moine af­
ter 1884. By 1888this was the only active French lobster
factory on the west coast, but there is no indication
whether it was situa ted on the island itself or near the
present location of Barr'd Harbour. The most likely ex­
planation is that the present community provided the
winter storage location for French Ilsbermen .

Barr'd Harbour was certainly in existence at the
present site by 1905, when the French had a total of 12
boats and 2000lobster pots in the community. The Iirst
settler is reputed to have been a French fisherman
named Genneaux basedon St. John Island. Eli Gaulton
moved to the community from Savage Cove some time
around 1910and Barr'd Harbourseen became an English
settlement .

By the tim e of the 1911census there were 16 people,
all members of the Church of England. A total of seven
ftshennen from twofamilies operated one vessel and five
boats, landing $1406worth of fish and a few seals. The
lobster fac tory employed three people and packed 70
cases, which was a comparatively good return from 200
traps . The community also had one fisherman-farmer
and a government employee.

By 1921a second lobster factory had been added, but
the 90 additional traps provided only nine more cases
of lobster and a marginal increase in the total dollar
value . A few cattle provided milk andbutter for the pope­
lation of 10, who supplemented their income by the sale
of five furs for $140. In 1928the Genneauxfamily shared
Barr'd Harbour with the Gaulton and Chambers fami­
lies before moving to Port au Choix.

The population of the community remained unchanged
in the 1935census when the two families were engaged
in the salmon and herring fisheries and sold a few low­
priced furs for $50. By 1945 only the Chambers family
remained, but between the six of them they owned five
boats and 600lobster traps, as well as being involved in
the salmon and herring fisheries . Six cattle and24 chick­
ens provided food year round for the family , which had
little contact with the growing communities around St.
JOM and Ingornachoix Bays .

Eddies Cove West

Lobster pots and boats in snowstorm at Barr'd Harbour .
In 1951the population had rise n to 14and this number

has changed very little over the yea rs, although many
additional people are pres ent as cabin owners and
seasonal fishermen at various tim es of the yea r . L0b­
ster fishing is the major activity, a lthough there was a
very active herring fishery after the fishermen of Barr'd
Harbour and Eddies Cove West formed a co-operative
producers group to build, own and operate a herring salt ­
ing plant on St. John Island. This operated (or 10years
and sold herring through the United Maritime Fisher ­
men. Herring has also been sold locally or trucked to
CUrling. In 1979the total o( 5,()()()-6,OOO barrels of pick ­
led herring was enough to justify the construction of a
new wharf. About25fishermen (rom surrounding com­
munities still fish in the waters around Barr'd Harbour.

L ike Barr'd Harbour to the north , Eddies Cove West
owes its existence to the fIShing stations of St. John

Island, where French fishermen were weU-established

Eddies Cove West

as summer residents in the late 1700s and lSOOs.There
is 00 reference to the community until the 1900s, but
population figures in the 1869census probably included
this or an earlier community at a nearby site .

Eddies Cove West is the closest community to the is­
lands of St. John Bay and may have served as a winter
storage site for fishermen long before the Iirst perma­
nent settlement Listed in the 1911 census as Edd y's Cove.
At that time a single Roman Catholic famil y of 10 was
engaged in fIShing, fanning. logging and trapping. There
were 700lobster traps and the local lobster factory' s four
employ ees packed a total of 57cases. The fIShery brought
in $2831 and some furs and masts were sold.

By 1921, another two families had moved into the com­
munity and raised the population to 18.There were just



250lobster traps but the two lobster factories packed 108
cases, nearly double the number of 10 years earlier.
Apart from the fishing, the three families ran a sawmill
and were engaged in far ming, which provided vegeta ­
bles, milk, butter and wool for the community.

Although most of the 42 residen ts were still Roman
Catholics in 1935,one of the seve n fam ilies listed was
Church of England. Lobsters were no longer a major ac­
tivity with the de.mise of the can nery business, but cod,
salmon and herring provided sufficient landings to sus ­
tain the communi ty. The cens us lists a small number
of cattle, sheep and poultry, and 12 furs were traded for
$59.

By 1945the population had rise n to 79, largely as a
result of the influx of Church of E ngland families. Lob­
ster fishing was aga in the majo r act ivity because of the
new fresh lobster market and there were 3IJ75 traps .
Fishermen operated a tota l of 23boats in the cod, salmon
and herring fisher ies outside the lobster seas on. Farm­
ing conti nued with cattle, sheep and poultry all listed,
but the seve n horses were a lmost certainly used for
working in the woods, an activ ity tha t had increased
somewhat.

Port au Cnoix

T he history of Port au Choix is reall y the history of
three separate comm unities, Old Port au Choix.

Garga mel le and Port au Choix, now combined into the
largest town in the area . The earliest community, usual­
ly referred to as Old Port au Choix, dates back to be­
fore 1857, when a popula tion of 37 indicates that
sett lemen t was likely well before the first census of this
coast. At tha t lime sea ling was a very important part
of the fishery, with 1100sea ls landed by 21 nets in one
yea r. A total of two vessels and 10boats were also en­
gaged in the cod a nd herring fisheries , indicating that
most, if not a ll, of the seven families were full-lime
fishermen.

Very littl e change is indicated in the 1869 census ,
alt hough the fisheries may not have been as productive
for the nine Roman Catholic families living in Old Port
au Choix at that time. By 1874two families had left the
communi ty, but four French fishing rooms are indicat­
ed and the total popula tion had risen to 46. Cod, herring
and seals provided fishing for the community and the
adjoini ng new set tlement of Gargamelle. where an En-

New house in Port au c norx
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Eddies Cove West

By 1951the population of Eddies Cove West and ad­
joining Back Cove had fallen to 56, a figure comparable
with the present community total . During the 19505 there
was an increase to 108before a partial resettlement to
Port au Choix halved the tolaI. Mink farming was tried
for awhile and woodcutting continues to occupy fisher ­
men outside the fishing season.

Fishing remains the only major activity in the area,
which has excellent fishing grounds for the draggers and
gillnetters from Bartletts Harbour and Port au Choix.

l"\'l

-
Abandoned barge in Old Port au Choix .

glish family of three settled for a few years .
At the time of the 1884Census, Old Port au Choix had

expanded to 67residents of 12families. Cod and herring
again provided the major fisheries, but salmon appear
for the first time in landings and replaced seals as a com­
munity source of income. By 1891Gargamelle had 11
residents in three families, who together owned two nets
and seines and fished for cod and salmon. On the other
hand, Old Port au Choix had declined somewhat both in
fishing activity and in population .

This decline was particularly sharp over the next 10
years as a 1901 figure of 14clearly shows. All three fami­
lies had become fishermen-farmers and the same sit­
uation existed at Gargamelle, where a lobster factory
employed seven of the 1910cal residents and packed 44
cases. One of the reasons may have been a move into
more productive lobster communities.

Little Port au Choix, Back Arm, East Point and Woo­
dy Point together had a population of only 15in the 1911
cereus, but they would soon form the nucleus of the new
community of Port au Choix. Gargamelle's 25residents
included two Church of England families, but the other
communities were Roman Catholic and all of them
shared a dependence on the lobster fishery during the
cannery boom.
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Gargamelle's 490traps provided enough lobsters for
69cases, and Old Port au Choix produced 38cases from
650traps. The new community of Port au Choix packed
a total of 139cases from the 1,969 traps owned by its 15
residents. The residents also benefited from other fish­
eries to exceed double the value of fish landed in Gar­
gameJle and triple that of Old Port au Choix. The only
seals landed were at GargameJle, where 28seals fetched
$2 apiece.

Each of the communities had its own dog teams and
a small number of cattle, sheep and poultry. Salmon and
herring provided additional income , a lthough lobsters
were the mainstay. There were enough residents in the
area to build a Roman Catholic school in Old Port au
Choix, which had its own lighthouse. The lobster facto­
ries attracted new residents over the next decade and
brought in more Church of England and Methodist fa­
milies to the oldest community

Port au Choix ....1lS the largest of the three communi­
ties by 1921,with a total population of 57 in 13 families.
and it was also slightly more successful with fr7 cases
from 533traps . Gargamelle's seven factories packed 84
cases and from 825traps. while Old Port au Choix filled
33 cases from 360 traps .

The herring fishery was also quite successful and four
vessels operated out of the three communities to fish off
the northwest coast and Labrador. The remaining 40or
so fishermen landed both lobster and salmon and kept
small numbers of cattle, sheep and poultry. The 1921cen­
sus also lists a few horses, suggesting that woodswork
was a minor activity for some residents. A government
employee in Port au Choix and a clerk in each commu­
nity suggests that some busi ness was also being ca rr ied
on in the area.

The situation was not muc h different in 1935,although
the local residents had started to move to the newes t
community, Port au Choix, where the popuJa~ion had ris-

New Anglican Church. PM au ChoIX.

en to 78, compared to 53 for Gargamelle and 46 for Old
Port a u Choix. Most of the local children now were in
schoo l, including those of several United Church and
Churc h of England families . The loss of the lobster can­
neries brought moce landings of cOO, herring and salmon
and both business activity and fanning seemed to be con­
ce ntr a ted in Port au Choix .

Gargamelle remained distinct from the other two com­
muni ties in the 1951census with a population of91. The
ne .....ly a malgamated to.....n of Port au Choix had in­
creas ed to 190, a trend that intensified during the 1960s,
.....hen longliners became a feature of the area. By the
1981cens us Gargamelle was very much part of the town
of Port a u Choix a nd its 1311residents. The fishery re­
ma ins the largest employer with over half of the corn­
munity's jobs , but there are many different trades and
professions represented as befits a regional centre. Fa­
mily incom es have benefited both from this fact and
from the rela tive prosperity of the mtdshore fleet in the
1970s and earl y 1980s. 11



Port Saunders M...ine Centre
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Point Riche

P oint Riche was in existence as early as 1713when
the treaty of Utrecht established it as the southern

boundary of the French Shore on the west coast. The
French were very active in the summer fishery all the
way down the coast and eventually secured title over the
coastline to Cape Ray in 1783.

English fishermen recognized the value of the fishi ng
grounds in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and eventually suc­
ceeded in gaining an equal share, a lthough Port au Qloix
and four other ports were listed as French settlements .
The 1783Treaty of Versailles allowed some French set­
tlement, which had until then been denied. but the gener­
al method used b)' the French was to allow Engl ish
settlers to remain in residence and guard the French
fisheries over the winter months until the return from
France in the spring. By 1900the British population on
the French Shore from Cape Ray to Cape S1. John was
over 13.000 and there were many settlements.

Point Riche itself was never settled by the French, but
it represented a very important landmark for fishermen
and sailors alike, The 1874census indicates a small En­
glish community of eight, all members of the lighthouse­
keeper's family. This situation continued into the early
19005, when fishing was added to a previous involvement
in farming. In 1911the family of six had 80 lobster traps
and packed a total of 12cases of lobster worth $254. The)'
also tended 1IO chickens along with a horse and two cows.

Port Saunders

T here is a possibility that the present community of
Port Saunders was settled briefly by Viking adven­

turers from Greenland or the settlement at L'Anse awe
Meadows. This is suggested by the fact that a series of
flat stones set in the sand and gravel by the community
were cited as evidence of the Icelandic game of "step­
ping stones" . Unfortunately, a coastal storm washed
away the evidence and a possible claim to fame.

A choice can also be made about the (rigin of the name
of the community. One local story attributes it to a bat ­
tle between a Captain Sanders and a Captain Hawk in
Ingomachoix Bay, with each captain retiring to his
respective harbor for repairs . Considering that Port
Saunders was a favorite port 01repair aOO replenishment
foe British battleships, the generally accepted belief that
Port Saunders and Hawkes Bay were named for Admiral

Commemorative plaque on Potnt Riche monument.

Fishing did not prosper after the First World War and
the census documents in 1921and 1935indicate a return
to farming and light-tending as the only occupations. A
second family resided for awhile until the establishment
of a semi-automatic light. Now the lighthouse is not ac­
cessible by road during most of the winter. although its
light continues to provide a welcoming beacon for fisher­
men returning to port from the winter fishery along the
south coast. 11

Sir Charles Saunders and Baron Edward Hawke seems
more likely . Both sailed these waters in the mid-1700s,
Hawke as a protector of British trade convoys and Saun­
ders as a naval leader with General Wolle at the {all of
Quebec . Baron Hawke also tooka very active part in the
court martial defence of Viscount Augustus Keppel, who
lends his name to the island off Port Saunders. Both
Hawke and Saunders eventually served as First Lord
of The Admiralty, the highest rank in the British Navy .

The first actual mention of Port Saunders is in a report
by Captain Miller in 1873and the same report also in­
cludes reference to Keppel Island. Yet the French are
known to have used Keppel Island as a fIShing base long
belen this and to have placed an English family as guar­
dians for the winter. In 1875 two families shared the
chores and a total of three French ships with 150 men
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Anglican Church, Port Saunders.

and only 348case; of lobster were packed, an indication
that the end of the lobster cannery era was near.

Fortunately, Port Saunders had the added bonus. of
lumbering and farming close at hand. Two sawmills
provided sawn lumber, fenceposts, spars and :wha~f­

sticks for the local fishermen and there were JObs m
government, business, service industries and the local
school for other residents. By the 19305a live lobster
market had been developed, supplemented by landings
of salmon, herring and seals. Trapping was also under­
taken with the sale of 92 furs for $163in 1911and 'Z1furs
for $300 in 192:1.

By 1935the community had grown to 336residents of
56families equally composed of Church of England and
Roman Catholic members and one United Church fami­
ly . Cod traps and nets are listed for the first time, .in­
dicating a change from the traditional Jobster, herring
and salmon fisheries. There was also some farming into
the 19408.Numbers of furs continued to be sold in the
community, but low prices virtually ended trapping br
1945,when the population stood at 348..The communi­
ty's growth had facilitated a new school tn the 19308and
a cottage hospital built by John Shears of Rocky Har­
bour in the days of Commission of Government.

Port Saunders was a port of call for coastal boats, in­
cluding the Springdale and Northern Ranger, and was
also a headquarters for the Rangers until the arrival of
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 1949. In the late
199); a gillnet Iishery was started and the first gasoline­
powered longliner was built by Joseph Lavall~. Lon­
gliners arrived from e1sewhe~ to supply the f~hplant

at Port au Choix with groundfisb and then shrimp. By

Pentecostal Church, Port Saunders.

Roman Catholic Church , Port Saunders.

aboard called it home during the summer. There were
also at least 40 small boats fishing from the two com­
munities at this time.

English interest was mostly confined to the safe an­
chorage and to the existence of several salmon fishing
rivers for the ships' officers. One of the first local resi­
dents was a Mr. Noah from Plowman's Cove, but the
first permanent settlement had to wait until Captain Ar­
nold's arrival in 1880to set upa lobster factory for a Nova
Scotian firm . The first settlers appear to have been
Michael and Reuben Caines , Abraham Howse, Arthur
Lewis and Andrew Plowman. A tinsmith's shop provid­
ed cans for the lobster factory and its successors dur­
ing the period of prosperity but disappeared when lobster
canning ended in the 19305.

By 1891, Port Saunders had increased in size to $4
members of seven families, equally divided between
Church of England and Roman Catholic families, but
census details suggest a rather marginal existence. The
first sign of prosperity was not shown until 1901when
Port Saunders had a population of 108engaged in a to­
tal of 12lobster factories. The 1344traps provided enough
lobsters for 248cases and offered a living for the 14main­
ly Roman Catholic families. Keppel Island had a later
start as the census shows only one family of seven en­
gaged in fishing and farming.

By 1911Keppel Island also had two productive lobster
factories packing 77 cases from 460 traps, as well as
some landings of salmon and limited farm production.
This eeuvity did not last into the next decade, as two fa­
milies moved from the community, leaving only the
lighthouse keeper. On the other hand . Port Saunders c0n­

tinued to grow. A total of 20factories produced 625cases
of lobsters from 3923traps in 1911, when additional in­
come was being derived from salmon, herring and a Iew
seals . Fewer traps were set for the 25 factories in 1921
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191J) there wer e eight gillnetters and eight draggers tak­
ingcod and shrim p. The federal government built a ma­
rine slipway and haul-out in 1976 and this facility can
handl e upwards of ISOmidshore vessels.

The present population is in excess of no in 190Iami-

lies and is employed in a variety of industries and profes­
sions, although the fishery remains the town's economic
backbone. There are several businesses in the area and
Roncalli High School , which opened in 1974 now em ­
ploys 25 teachers. n!

Hawkes Bay

T here is little doubt that the name of this communi­
ty is derived from that of Baron Edwa rd Hawke,

especially since the first use is in 1768 by Captain Cook

Small sawmill aklng old highway 10 Eddies Cove West.

who sa iled with Hawke and would probably have named
it for his fellow captain. Nevertheless, the name fell into
dis use until the 19505and was replaced by that of sever­
al coves where there no longer are active settlements.

A fishing inspector visited the area in 1872 and was
very impressed with the harbor and the nearby salmon
ri vers . His good humor extended to two brothers who
were ca tching salmon along the Big East and Torrent
Rivers at the time, and he waived the fines that would
norma lly have been assessed. A family of three was list­
ed for King's Cove in the 1891 census, possibly that of
Michael Wa lsh, and 10years later Spirity Cove had also
been settled to become the area's most a ctive and
prospe rous community .

These two communities comprising 53 members of 12
families operated at least five lobster factories and land ­
edenough lobsters fcom 370traps to pack 63 cases. Some
cOO was also landed. along with a few seals. In the next
decade Martin Burke and Harry Pilgrim arrived in the
area w;th their families and the whaling factory attract­
ed three families to Hawkes Bay . The factory, however.
was soon abandoned, leaving only one family at the time
oCthe 1911census . The lobster factories were still oper­
atiIWand packing 71 casesfrom 700 traps 20 years later,
but Spirity and King 's Coves had fallen to a total popu­
lation of 24 by that time , although a sa wmill offered sawn
lumber for local residents .

There was no real economic base for the various set­
tlements until 1933, when the International Power and
Paper Company began cutting pulpwood to supply the
newsprint mill at Corner Brook . By 1935, Haw kes Bay
had 20 residents and work for men from Port Saunders,
Spirity and King's Coves . FaU camps employed 30-40
men in the interior to cut and haw logs to pondsduring
the winter. In spring , log drives tookplace down Big East
and Torrent Rivers , causing concern to salmon and trout
flShermen. Bowaters took over the mill in 1940and built



up the town while expanding their operation. The
promise of paid employment attracted men from all over
the Northern Peninsula and farther afield to a point
where the population climbed to 254 by 1951.At this time
there were also 91residents in the neighboring commu­
nities of King's , Spirity and Wigwam Coves.

The logging boom lasted until 1958,when it was decid­
ed that the cost of shipping logs to Corner Brook was pr0­
hibitive. Asmaller operation started up again in 1961but
was threatened with closure in 1967, but becauseof the
Importance of logging to the economy. local residents
organized a logging venture and eventually secured a
mill that Lundrigans and Bowaters had built with
government assistance. This sawmill saw a further
growth in population of Hawkes Bay to 460 in 1971, by
which time residents of the three earlier settlements had
moved to Hawkes Bay and Port Saunders. A series of
problems, however, led to the eventual closure of the mill
in 1977.

Business enterprises, including many initiated by the
Maynard family , have helped the town control the high

River of Ponds

R iver of Ponds was settled relatively late in the
area 's histc.ry,although it is known that the French

had a salmon fishery before the 18605.There was appar­
ently some bad luck or illness associated. with the area
as it was referred to as Mal Bay in early French and En­
glish documents. The French never founded a perm a­
nent settlement, but the English had four boats and 17
men fishing for cod by 1869.Five years later the thr ee
local families had 15engaged in the codfishery and there
is no evidence of a French presence.

By 1891,there were seven families, including those of
House, Paine, Chennix and Clarke, and the population
of 32 now officially resided in River Ponds [s ic). The
commu nity's name underwen t a series of chang es, but
economic activity continued to revolve aro und the cod
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Hawkes Bay
level of unemployment that resulted from the 1<ES of mill
jobs, and there is renewed hope that tourism can pro­
videa durable economic base for the town given the ex­
cellent salmon rivers and closeness to major historical
attractions. Part of the abandoned sawmillhas been coo­
verted to a fishplant , the first association with the fish­
ery that the commwlity has enjoyed during its existeij'

fishery, although the local river is known to have sup­
ported a large run of salmon. The 1901 census indicates
that lobster nshi~ replaced the codfishery as the com­
munity's lifeline. Two lobster factories employed half
the local population of 35 and filled 43 cases from 150
traps. Farming and furs added further income for the
local fishermen-farmers.

Over the next :J) years River of Ponds changed very
litt le in the types of activity carried out, but their level
increased. The 58reside nts became more involved in the
salmon fishery as a supplement to the lobster fishery,
which supplied the six local factories with 217cases of
lobster from 747traps. Furs and sea ls also added to the
income of fisher men-far mers, who found the time for a
little woods' work In the fall and winter months.

A"' er of Ponds
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The end of the lobster canneries caused a decline to
46 residents in 1935,but cod, salmon and herring con­
tinued to provide a living for local fishermen. By 1945
lobster fiShingwas again a major activity and had raised
the population to 120.Logging was also important locally,
as a total of 15 horses in the community indicates . The
mix of lobster and salmon flShing with logging continues
to the present day and there are also a number of smaU
businesses and service outlets operating in the commu­
nity. The local economy has also been boosted by the
opening of a provincial park and salmon fishing is once
more becoming an important pastime for the 304resi­
dents and visitors alike . ~
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r=r-\CHARTER
--SERVICE

• 72 buses with 45 -seat capacity
• Two-way radio communict, tion
• Som e buses with PA systems
• Prof essional uniformed dri vers
• limit ed notice needed

INFORMATION
The St. John's Transportation Commission has been arranging bus charters for well over 25 years. Over
this time it has earned a reputation for PROFESSIONAL and DEPENDABLE SERVICE to the travelling
public. Every size of charter both large and small is carried out in a manner which is indicative of a FIRST
CLASS charter service . From the airport to the hotel or from city to city your group will enjoy a pleasant
and safe trip .
• CALL or WRITE
(709) 722 ·9400
St . John', Transportalion Commiss ion
Metrobus Transit Centre
245 Fre shwater Road
St. John'. , Nfld.
AlB 183
Attn: Mr. Tom Rice
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