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Today’s teacher
meets the challenges
of today and tomorrow

.challenges for the teacher, and even greazer
challenges for the students.

Today's students need much more than the basics —
reading, writing, and arithmetic. They must be prepared
for a different tomorrow. The future they inherit will
hurtle them into the 21st century. . . an era where
technological developments of awesome dimensions will
occur with ever accelerating frequency . . .a new world
where ideas, notions, plans and dreams are assessed,
analyzed, communicated, accepted or rc;eucd at
frightening speed. c

A simple fact of life is that life
will never again be as simple
as it is, even today.

That'’s something to think about.

Newfoundland
Teachers’ Association
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To our subscribers

e don’t usually air our concerns in this col-
umn but this time we're driven to make an
exception.

We are approaching renewal time for most sub-
seribers and we are worried that some of you, be-
cause you may not have been getting your copies
of Decks Awash regularly, may decide not to
continue.

To cite just one example, a lady who lives on
Bristol Street, St. John's called July 19 msayshe

lion deficit — yes, $400,000,000 — we as Canadians
deserve better.

Fortunately, one thing that has not changed is
our subscription rates. They remain at $9 a year.
Since for many of you this is renewal time, we
urge you to check your address label for your ex-
piry date. Do renew your subscription in plenty
of time to avoid missing an issue. Our continued
survival depends on you, our subscribers.

Thank you for continuing to support us.

/"”"7‘”1"4":‘;;'

hadn’t received her May-June issue. We ch
the records. Her copy had been mailed June 20.
A half hour later she called again to say the post-
man had just delivered her magazine. That’s 29
days for an item to travel four miles within the
same city! This is not an isolated case. Would that
it were!

If you have complaints about your postal serv-
ice, we urge you to write Canada Post — don't for-
get your 34¢ stamp. Only you can help improve
what appears to be an increasingly inefficient
service. With the recent postal rate increases
necessary to help defer Canada Post’s $400 mil-

Subscription Renewal
Reminder!

Your subscription expiry date appears
on your address label. Subscribers.
should renew on or before that date by
sending a cheque or money order for
$9.00 to Decks Awash.

Pledse include your address label with
your subscription renewal.

Subscribers will not be notified that
their subscriptions have expired.
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FISHERY SALT

SERVING THE FISHING INDUSTRY IN
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

HIGH QUALITY SOLAR SALT
BAGS AND BULK

Prices quoted are FOB Argentia and St. John’s
or
Delivered to the customer’s door anywhere in
Newfoundland and Labrador

A HARVEY ANDCOMPANY LIMITED

SUITE 2000, FORT WILLIAM BUILDING, FACTORY LANE
ST, JOMNS, NEWFOUNDLAND. CANADA

Building 12, Argentia Harvey Industrial Estates
‘ Phone 227-5603 Torbay Road St. John's
Telex 016-3109 Phone 576-4722

‘ Telex 016-4907
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_ Enter The Experience....

Enter the experiencé of
a new financial era with:

PERSONAL LOANS CHEQUEMATE SERVICE

* In parson or by mail P“QKAGE
* Fixed or variable rates * Unlimited free chaquing
* Insurance available : * No charge travellers cheques,

money orders, utility bills.
PLAN_ 24. . * monthly interest.
* Daily interest savings * $10.000 insurance.
accounts

* No service charge

' * Everyone Welcome!
* Full Range of Banking Services.

450 Avalon Drive 341 Freshwater Road 38 Main Street 28A Cromer Avenue
Menihek Building St. John's, Nfld Corner Brook, Nfld.  Grand Falls, Nfld
Labrador City, Nfid, A1BI1Ce A2H 627 A2A 1X2

A2V 1K7 Phone 754-2312 Phone 634-5341 Phone 489-9051

Phone 944-7701

NEWFOUNDLAND and LABRADOR
3 CREDIT UNION

WELCOME TO YOUR WORLD!
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history

griculture in Newfoundland and Labrador has al-
ways played a secondary role to the fishery, part-
ly because of poor soils and a short growing season, but
also because of government policy. John Guy at Cupids
and Sir George Calvert at Ferryland were the first to
establish farming colonies in the early 1600s. Other small
settlements followed on the Avalon Peninsula, perhaps
lured by over-optimistic accounts such as that written
by Captain Whitbourne in a report to King James I about
the settlement at Cambriol (Trepassey) in 1622:
““the soyle of this countrey...is so fruiteful...the
summer naturally produceth..., without the labour
of man’s hands, great plenty of green pease and
fitches, faire, round, full and wholesome as our
fitches in England... (they) are good fodder for
cattell and other beasts in the winter, with the
helpe of hay, of which there may be made great
store with little labour."

There may have been local successes with crops, but
livestock generally did poorly because of a lack of feed
and a failure in raising cereal crops. England also op-
posed permanent settlement of Newfoundland, which
was governed solely for ﬁsher¥ interests. The pleas of

the few remammg colonists fell on deaf ears so that hy
1700 C: and ista were the only i
English agri I Some did

cultivate vegetable plots and raised a few animals. In
1741, 500 acres of cleared cultivated land, 300 cattle, 200
sheep and 300 swine were reported, just a dozen years
after the first governor, Captain Henry Osborne, was
sent to Newfoundland in 1729.

Lrnn;nv

Reminder of a past era at the Hilliard farm in Cape Anguille.

The American Revolution was the major catalyst for

agricultural expansion around St. John's and on the west
side of Conception Bay. Cutbacks in food imports [mm
America forced resi toi local prod:
A similar situation prevailed in the early mous when Bri-
tain was at war with France and the United States. This
brought a further expansion in acreage under cultiva-
tion. As St. John's developed into a major trading port
and military base, the market for farm produce grew,
and local immigrants of Irish farming stock were ideally
equipped to work on the land. A committee set up by the
Brifish parliament investigating the situation in New-
foundland after three disastrous fires and a frigid winter
in 1816-18 still considered farming impractical. Land
ownership remained insecure until English Common
Law was upheld in 1819, making it possible for many
squatters to gain legal title.

By 1836 the population of Newfoundland was approxi-
mately 75,000 and many fishermen had turned to small-
scale subsistence farming, having cleared between them
some 11,200 acres of land. There were also a small num-
ber of wealthy landowners in farming settlements
around St. John's and at nearby Conception and St.
Mary's Bays. The larger farms were located near the
forts within a mile of St. John's, but, as roads were built
in the early 1800s, commercial farms were established
at Quidi Vidi, Bally Haly, Brookfield Road and Virginia
Waters. The 1844 Crown Lands Act brought some sta-
bility to land title and encouraged a further expansion
in other parts of the Avalon Peninsula.

In 1825, Cape Bretoners settled the Codroy Valley and
the southern shore of Bay St. George, establishing long,
narrow homesteads along river valleys. Marketing of
products from the Codroy was a major problem, but the
establishment of a regular trading route with St. Pierre
and ther coast of
land attracted merchanls and allowed more rapid ex-
pansion after 1850, The area still remained largely
undeveloped by 1857, when 42,167 acres had been cleared
on the Island. About half of the Island’s 1700 farmers
were located in the St. John's area and half the re-
mainder on the southern shore of Conception Bay. The
well-being of commercial agriculture was determined
by access torelatively large local markets Government

to the first Agricull 1 Society founded in
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o 2
Mare ready to foal at Cape Anguille.

1842 was meagre and few farmers were able to main-
tain themselves solely on their farm income.
Agricultural practices varied according to the status
of the farmer. Most of the first Irish farmers were also
fishermen, loggers and laborers on the many road
projects of the 1800s. Seventy per cent of the farms on
the Avalon Peninsula were established by Irish settlers
who made clearing the land a family affair. It normal-
ly took three times as long to clear land as it did on the
mainland and the thin soils required intensive fertiliza-
tion, usually fish offal, caplin, kelp and organic peat.
Around St. John's, drainage projects to improve the
cleared land allowed commercial operations to flourish
supplying fresh produce and milk to a growing market.
Elsewhere, farmers raised livestock and grew hay, pota-
toes and turnips for local consumption. Many of the
planting methods and crop rotations developed in the late

used on

Spencer Bridge — i
bogland, 1969 (photo Peter Crabb).

— ot
1964 National Air Photo (Library photo).
1800s are still used on smaller farms throughout the
Island.

During the 1860s, government farming policy changed
as a result of several bad years in the fishery. A num-
ber of Acts were passed to help farmers buy and clear
land, but it was not until the 1880s that financial as-
sistance was sufficient to make land-clearing worth-
while. By 1891 there were 58,250 acres of cleared farm
land in use and substantial increases in the numbers of
cattle, sheep, goats and pigs were recorded. As the new
railway system developed, the opportunities for farm-
ing increased in Bonavista and Notre Dame Bays
through access to suitable farming land and new urban
markets. Nearly all the farming areas outside the Ava-
lon Peninsula showed their greatest expansion during
the period from 1891 to 1911. Commercial farmers,
however, represented a small portion of the total work
force engaged in farming. By 1911 there were 2,915 full-
time farmers for the Island, compared to 40,880
fishermen-farmers.

Farming declined until the start of the Commission
of Government in 1934. The Depression had brought
renewed interest in farming through agricultural soci-
eties and livestock clubs. The new government estab-
lished a Demonstration Farm at St. John’s in 1935 and
attached an agricultural school the following year. The
new farm, on the 200-acre Glendenning homestead on
Brookfield Road, concentrated on agricultural research,
the demonstration of proper farming methods and the
distribution of agricultural information to Newfoundland
farmers. A comprehensive research program studied
breed adaptability, feeding methods, soil management
and fertilization. With Confederation in 1949, the Govern-
ment of Canada took over the operation and established
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a research station of its own, but the school was discon-
inued.
; The Commission of Government established a num-
ber of farming communities throughout the island and
encouraged existing full-time farming in the Codroy Val-
ley, Deer Lake and Green Bay areas. Pasture improve-
ment and animal husbandry schemes helped increase
the cleared acreage and productivity of Newfoundland's
farms.

World War II had a debilitating effect on farming.
Employment created by the establishment of military
bases, together with men joining the armed forces
caused a decline in the number of farmers to just 2,809
in 1945. The post-war land development policy, however,
led to the establishment of many farms in the Humber
Valley with ex-servicemen taking advantage of a prefer-
ence policy.

Confederation in 1949 brought a number of changes,
the most profound and enduring being the removal of
tariff restrictions on mainland agricultural produca The
high costs of pr ion on small d farms
and high winter feed costs for livestock made many
farms uncompetitive with mainland imports. By 1955
some 50 per cent of the farms in operation in 1945 had
closed. The only farmers able to compete successfully
were the dairy and egg producers who also benefited
from federal freight assistance for feed grains.

In 1955, a Royal Commission on Agriculture undertook
a two-year study of Newfoundland agriculture and con-
cluded that government programs should be directed
towards commercial rather than part-time farming. This
focus on commercial farming has been the policy of sue-
cessive Newfoundland governments working in conjune-
tion with the federal government on agricultural policy.
The Canada/Newfoundland Agriculture Development
Subsidiary Agreement signed in 1978 brought new pro-
grams in soil and feed improvements, marketing, land-
use planning and development, and agricultural fa-
cilities.

About half of the province's farms are located between
St. John’s and Musgravetown. One third are found on
the west coast from the Codroy Valley to Port au Port
and inland to Cormack, and most of the remainder are
located in the area from Green Bay to Gander. A few
farms are also located on the Northern Peninsula and
in Labrador, Dairy and beef cattle operations are the
most common, closely followed by root crop and mixed
farms. Poultry, hog and sheep farms and a variety of
specialized operations can also be found across the
Island.

Middie Cove — Horse pulling hay cutter, 1968 (photo Peter
Crabb).

Searston — 1969 root cellar (photo Peter Crabb).

A number of popular myths have been advanced to ex-
plain why farming in Newfoundland has not grown more
rapidly. These include the non-farming nature of its
population and the problem of the French Shore. While
it is true that the emphasis has always been on the fish-
ery, there is likely more substance to the explanation
that a short growing season and poor soils have made
development difficult. Until more land is cleared and
used for farming, it is hard to determine whether New-
foundland could support itself in all but a few farm
products.

Soil formation and development are inhibited by New-
foundland’s humid climate, acid bedrock and largely
coniferous vegetation, all of which contribute to poor soil
conditions that restrict crop development. Spring is
delayed by the Arctic pack ice on the east coast and
by the prevailing westerlies elsewhere. The growing sea-
son is generally delayed until late May and is up to a
month shorter than in the other Atlantic provinces. In
addition, drainage is poor, except on the west coast and
inriverdepaitsintheimzrionMost[amﬂandsreqzﬂn
large quantities of lime and fertilizer to remain produc-
tive, raising costs and resulting in higher market prices.

The major factors that have slowed agricultural de-
include the pattern of settlement close to good

Taylors Bay, Burin Peninsula in 1969 culti
from bog — sacks contain fertilizer and seed pulnlues (pholn
Peter Crabb).

fishing grounds, the Iale development of a transporta-
tion system, the lack of commercial markets, the
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dx(ﬁcullv in obtaining credll and the amval of tariff-free

d produce g Ci Another fac-
tor has been lack of a umted voice for farmers, partial-
ly solved by the 1974 formation of the Newfoundland
Federation of Agriculture. This organization has acted
as the liaison between the government and about 30%
of the island’s farmers and has been influential in some
aspects of provincial and federal farm policy. Further
develnpmenl would be assisted by the signing and im-

ion of a new y agreement between
the federal and provincial governmenls.
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Barn in a state of disrepair in the Codroy Valley.

Upper Ferry — 1969 old barn (photo Peter Crabb).

Barn at Freshwater, C.B.
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farming today

vegetables

Give us the same advantages

om Lester is a big, solid man

and looks every inch a farm-
er. He should. The Lesters have
been farming Newfoundland con-
tinuously since 1836. At one time
there were over a dozen Lesters
farming in the Brookfield Road
area; now there are just Tom, his

brother Jim, and Jim's three

sons.

“I went to work in 1937. I was
16, says Tom, “It's changed
quite a bit since then. In 1938 we
were self-sufficient in potatoes,
today we are only 15% self-
sufficient. Confederation knocked
the vegetable market quite hard.
Now we get a lot of vegetables
sent here at lower than our price
of production. Prince Edward Is-
land (PEI) potatoes sell here for
as low as $4 a bag, but we have
got to get $6 a bag just to get our
cost back, and that gives us noth-
ing for investment in land. You
can’t blame a man with five in
the family for buying $4 potatoes
instead of paying $6.

“There’s a Vegetable Market-
ing Board, I'm vice-chairman of
it, and we’ve been trying to do
something about PEI potatoes.
We were told we had supply limit
management powers. So we
came up with permits; if &
wholesaler needed 1000 bags of
potatoes and 500 local bags were
available, then we’d give the
wholesaler a permit to bring in
500 bags. If the market was 1000
bags and 1000 bags of local pota-
toes were available, no permit
would be given. PEI says we
can't do that, we say we can. I
suppose if the dispute can’t be
resolved mutually, it will end up
in court.

“If we can manage our own
market, we can be self-sufficient.
PEI says we are infringing on

“Tom Lester

their rights as Canadians to sell
here. But they are hurting our
market and that's the only way
we can hit back. We can’t sell our
potatoes there because there’s
potato wart here and we are
barred from letting our potatoes
off the Island.”

The Lesters have about 180
acres under cultivation plus ad-
ditional land on which they raise
200 head of dairy cattle. They
have bought, rented, or leased
much of the surrounding farm-
land that once made up 13 neigh-
boring farms. Tom's main crop is
cabbage and turnip, vegetables
ideally suited to Newfoundland’s
soil and climate. He also grows a

+| of arable land in the province

lot of broceoli and can scarcely
keep pace with the demand.

“Twenty years ago you could
hardly sell the darn stuff,” he
remarks.

One subject that weighs heavi-
ly on Tom's mind is the use of
farmland for residential housing.

“Our farmland is being eroded
by development. There’s only 1%

but dozens of per cent you can put
houses on. So why build on farm
land? There's not enough water
on the Avalon Peninsula to give
all these people a bath. There's
no industry in St. John’s. People
concentrate here because there's
a university, hospitals, a seat of
government, and it’s a handy
place to shove people on welfare.
In Ethiopia they are starving
through ignorance. They didn’t
preserve their water and they
over-grazed their land. We are
doing the same thing, covering
the topsoil with concrete and
houses, and it’s called progress.”

Tom points to examples like
Mexico where poor farmers,
given money to abandon their
farms, moved to the cities and
were soon destitute. A farmer
with land, ne matter how poor, at
least has a chance to survive in-
dependently. Without industry
the urban poor are reduced to
government hand-outs.”

“The government did put in a
land freeze 10 or 15 years ago
that’s reduced uncontrolled de-
velopment, but it hasn’t been to-
tally successful. There's been
some agricultural land clearing.
The government had an ex-
perimental forage production
project for 500 acres; I was one of
about 10 farmers involved in it.
But it’s slow because the govern-
ment gave only $230 an acre and
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the costs Lo us were $375-$400 an
acre. Our competition, like Nova
Scotia, gets a subsidy of some-
thing like $500 an acre.

““It should be possible to grow
all the forage we need for dairy
farming, enough for summer and
plenty for winter to cut down on
your grain consumption. Right
now hay costs us $60 a ton and
$140 freight to bring it in. If you
have to bring in cattle, hay, and
grain from outside you might as
well bring in a tanker load of

milk, it'd be cheaper.

“Then there's machinery,
that’'s where we really get
rooked. If your tractor breaks
down in PEI, there’'s a dealer
there ready to supply you with
one if he hasn't got a part. Not
here. We have had to wait as long
as six weeks for parts to come in
from Europe on a Canadian In-
ternational tractor that was
made partly in Germany and
partly in France.

For a moment words fail Tom

as he reflects on the multination-
al character of his tractor. Then
he sums the farmer’s position up.

“What we want is the same
treatment farmers in other
provinces get. Nova Scotia farm-
ers get a fertilizer subsidy and
their limestone and land-clearing
subsidies are better than ours. If |
we have to be competitive with
farmers from Nova Scotia, PEI
and Quebec, then give us the
same advantages so we can
compete.

Big Mac of the Highlands

ituated on a side road off the

St. Davids road, Highlands is
a Scottish and Irish settlement on
the coast between the Codroy
Valley and the Robinsons area.
Most of the inhabitants are in-
shore fishermen, but the fields
lining the road indicate that
farming also takes place here.

If you see a tall figure aboard
a farm tractor near the church,
chances are you've met up with
Ed Maclnnis. Ed and his wife,
Elin, are fairly typical of the
younger farmers in the province
in many ways. They value the in-
dependence that farming pro-
vides them and they realize the
total commitment that it de-
mands. Elin is willing to combine
her farm schedule with the de-
mands of her year-old son, Mat-
thew, and is an equal partner in
every aspect of the farm
operation.

“We're just beginning our
fourth crop year,” Ed informs us
after taking us on a guided tour
of the farm, which consists of
several separate areas. “‘Capital
‘is the biggest problem for most
farmers. We used our own sav-
ings to buy land that was cleared
but badly run-down, which gave
usan advantage over people hav-
ing to clear the land from
scratch. When we started, a lot of
vegetable growers were getting
out of farming. We've increased
our acreage each year up to now,
but I don’t see us doing any extra
this year. We started off with cole
crops, then two years of potatoes,

Elin and Ed Maclnnis

out of production for a year and
then back into cole crops again.
It could be a better rotation with
more land.

““The sandy soil here responds
well to limestone and we don't
have any long, dry spells. Our
growing season is certainly as
long as anywhere else in New-
foundland. At this point, the third
week in June, we're on schedul

Now the farm is at a point
where Ed would like to consoli-
date and expand.

“I'm planning to go with just
vegetables and hay from next
year on. We won’t have cattle be-
cause they don’t really offer us
any income and we don't have
room for sheep here. If thereisa
subswhary agreement and land

ilable, I

with last year. It was a bad
spring, but we're at the point that
we can get a lot done in two days.
We have all our own equipment,
mostly brought second-hand, and
there are a few non-

would like to get some land for
hay, which would work in with
our vegetable rotations. We're
just starting land with annual rye
grass for one year to prepare it
for bles, but I'd like to

items I would like to get. We can’t
become fully mechanized to the
point that someone with four or
five times our land base could,
but we can cut costs.”

grow a crop of hay before plant-
ing vegetables.”

Farming is a business and de-
cisions have to be made on a
business-like basis.
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“We hire labor at harvest time
and last year we had someone for
25 weeks,”” Ed comments, “Quite
a lot of the work done by hired
help, start-up and building for in-
stance, is not related to field
work. We're a bit better or-
ganized now and have cut down
1abor costs as we become a little
better at what we're doing. It'sa
shame with unemployment so
high, but you can’t afford to take
on extra costsiin this kind of oper-
ation. There’s nothing wrong with
technology and the way I look at
it, a lot of young people have been
turned off by the long hours of
back-breaking work. We have to
use the technology as it becomes
available and build up viable
farms for young people to take
over.”

Ed sees the knowledge and
management side of farming
just as important as the time

spent out in the fields.

“In any type of specialized
farming the farmer needs to be
good at it,”” he contends. “The
time I spend on reading about
hay production and with my
pocket caleulator is just as im-
portant as the physical work out
in the fields. If I have a manage-
ment decision to make I'll drop
what I'm doing and get into the
filing cabinet. If you have a farm
that keeps up with the times and
you can predict with a reasona-
ble amount of accuracy how the
business is doing, then you have
a business that’s just as good as
any other. It’s easy to kid your-
self youre doing well if you
don’t keep your books up-to-date,
Elin and I work full time and we
employ other people through the
year. We started from scratch,
but we make a good living while
some businesses take five years

to get on an even keel.

“You have to decide what
branch of farming to get into and
realize it is your only source of in-
come. This year we'll have
produce to sell year round and
this is something that the
province can improve on. In
winter the weather is not all that
co-operative and you need good
storage. We have two stores that
we have built ourselves and we're
planning another one this year.
Communal storage doesn’t work
for full-time farmers. If you have
a large portion of your income
tied up in stored vegetables, you
want to have control over it. We
get our buildings cooled off and
sealed if we hear that there is go-
ing to be a week of warm
weather. You can’t afford to have
someone open up the storage for
a few bags of vegetables.”

lvis and Marion Gillam of

Loch Leven are another
young couple who have taken up
farming fairly recently. With the
help of Marion’s neice, Mary Ann
Downey, and daughter, Sally
Ann, they now run a vegetable
farm and sell their produce in
Corner Brook.

“I came from Frenchman’s
Cove 17 years ago,” Elvis tells us
after the day’s work is done. “My
father had to retire three years
early and I gave up my plans to
go to college. He put the 98 acres
he owned, including 21 acres on
the river flats, up for sale but he
couldn’t get a decent price, so I
decided that I would buy it. There
was $10,000 of pulpwood on it,
anyway, but I wanted to farm. [
had to wait until I was old enough
to borrow money. The money I
did have in the bank went into
putting in the road so that I could
get the tractor in.

“I started farming about seven
vears ago when the subsidiary
agreement was in place. I
couldn’t get a farm loan the first
vear because I didn’t have

-

Growing and prospering

Greenhouse grawn‘planls ina
enough land cleared. Over the
next two years I borrowed $30,000
and that doesn’t even buy a half-
decent tractor. There weren’t
many funds available, but they
did get us started.

“We tried to follow the policy of
clearing what land can be used in
a year, but, by the time you clear
five or six acres of virgin forest,
you're already in a financial bind.

rocky outdoor environment.

You can apply for loans under the
Agriculture Loan Board in April
to get working capital and get
your crop planted, but that fall
you have to start paying the
money back. Like any other
business, you should be given
some time to get on your feet
before you start paying back
funds. I was expected to make a
mortgate payment from my first
crop.”
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Finding financing is not the on-
ly problem new farmers have to
face. There is only a limited
amount of suitable land available
and many landowners are unwill-
ing to sell or lease land to
farmers.

“Land base is our main pro-
blem and that affects everything
else," Elvis sighs. “I can’t buy or
rent land in the area. There is a
lot of excellent land that is
becoming reforested or infested
with weeds and the available
Crown land is not suitable for
agriculture. Only about half of
the land would support crops. We
have about 25 acres in root crops,
everything from potatoes to
Chinese vegetables which we sell
to families on the west coast.

“We want to expand; the
markets are good. We have our
own farmers market in Corner
Brook and we sell everything we
grow there except for the last
part of the year when we have
late cabbage and turnips we sell
through a wholesaler. Our
customers are Corner Brook
residents and we're only open
Thursdays and Fridays and
maybe Saturdays this year. Peo-
ple wait and shop at the end of the
week, We do import apples,
plums, and pears from Nova

7
Marion, Sally Ann and Elvis Gillam

Scotia, so that we can have the
variety.”

Elvis has a clear idea of what
he wants to achieve in the next
few years, but some problems re-
quire some help in solving.

“If T could upgrade my
machinery I could get my yield
up, which is important for some-
one with only 25 aeres under
cultivation,” he reasons. *‘Our
potato and turnip yields are
above the provincial average and
our beet yields are high too, but
the 32-inch seeder we use for

Business Administration
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Statistics.
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of Newfoundland

planting all our crops means
that the yields on specialty crops
are lower than I would like. We’ll
be moving into bulk bins as well,
so I'll need a set of forks for my
front-end loader. That way we
can load the bins right in the field
and lift them onto a trailer. At the
marketing end of things we've
improved our sales building each
year to make it more attractive
to customers.

‘“‘Another problem facing
farmers is the limestone policy.
Five years ago, the crop
specialists suggested that two
tons of limestone an acre would
be enough to balance the pH.
That was when limestone was
$2.50 a ton. Right now the lab in
St. John's recommends using six
to eight tons per acre and the
price is $17 a ton with the govern-
ment subsidy. Still, that’s pro-
bably one of the best bargains
around. The only problem is that
we have to unload the bulk
limestone ourselves or used
bagged limestone from the
mainland that isn’t the quality of
what we have nearby at
Aguathuna. Even the bulk
limestone from Daniel’s Harbour
may come with enough water in
it to make snowballs!"’

Some of the problems could be
alleviated with some short-term
help.

“1 would like to see some help
for small farmers from the
various government work pro-
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grams,”’ says Elvis. “I have
about 25 acres we’ll probably
pever grow crops on because
there are so many rocks to
remove. I'm lucky if I can get two
acres cleared each year; that
would mean 12 years to get 25
acres under cultivation. We have
a big investment in buildings and
machinery and the rocky ground
here is beating up the
machinery; it's not designed for
the land here. We're taking 30
loads of rocks off an acre with a
machine that’s designed to take
off 10 loads. We can’t all be bless-
ed with good land, but there is a
lot that isn’t being used for
agriculture and I would like to
see the government move to free
some of that for farming.”

To stay in business, a farmer
has to be prepared to put in long
hours and find imaginative ways
of getting his produce to market.

“Farming probably went into a
decline here on the west coast
because there was only a limited
number of markets you could sell
to,” Elvis surmises. “It was
much cheaper for the storeowner
to buy from the mainland. People
got out of farming rather than
struggle at it. A lot of people who
received development money 10
years ago are no longer in farm-
ing. In this area the vegetable
farmers tried V-Mal and then
started a co-operative. If people
had stuck with it, it could have
worked, but now the building is
empty and there’s talk of it being
used for something else. There
isn’t enough produce in the area
to support a big operation and
there are no new markets, which
is the only reason why any
farmer would want a marketing
co-operative.

“The first two years we
couldn’t sell our produce even at
the same price as the imports.
That’s one of the reasons I
started the roadside stand in Cor-
ner Brook. I was determined to
stay in farming and we saw the
potential there. We can sell broc-
coli, cauliflower, spinach and
string beans in Corner Brook for
a decent price. Potatoes are still
our biggest item, followed by cab-
bage and turnips, but you don’t

drip...
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get the high unit price that you
can get with the specialty crops.
We can’t even grow enough car-
rots to meet the demand,
although we hope to have more
this year. The market is 60 miles
away and we pretty well have to
be on the road by 6 a.m. to be set
up at the market for a 9 am.
opening. We offer fresh farm pro-
duce and most of it is harvested
the night before, or in the case of
broceoli and cauliflower, the
same morning. They have such a
short shelf life.

“Getting agriculture to the

point where Newfoundland no
longer needs to import farm pro-
ducts is an unattainable goal,”
says Elvis.

“There just aren't enough
funds to put agriculture ona firm
footing in Newfoundland. Enough
money would have to be put in to
bring farming in line with that in
the Maritimes and you have to
ask if we need agriculture in
Newfoundland. People buy at the
best price and you'll see the price
go up as soon as local produce is
all sold. Our land use, machinery

and technology all have to be

brought up-to-date.

“The people in Agriculture
Canada and the provincial |
government are doing the best
they can with the funds they have
and 1 can’t commend them |
enough, but there has to be more
development money made
available. A million dollars is not |
going to be enough to bring our
soil fertility up, purchase more
machinery, or improve
buildings and land drainage. Fif- |
ty times that wouldn't do
everything that’s needed. M

The secret is in

M elvin Rideout’s house is
situated in the centre of
Cormack, but most of, his
farmland is located beyond the
end of the paved road that con-
tinues on to Sir Richard Squires
Memorial Provincial Park. It's
one of the largest farms in the
area and Melvin just recently
took over the whole operation
from his father, Sandy, who
started the operation nearly 30
years ago.

‘‘He retired last year and this
will be my second crop year on
my own,” Melvin informs us as
he waits for his fields to dry out
from a heavy afternoon shower.
““Last year he shared in the hay

Melvin Rideout with a transplant.

the storage

crop, but this year it’s all up to
me. He was one of the first set-
tlers here after the war. It was
hard to make a living with a
horse-drawn plow and cuitivator
when he started, so he worked on
projects in Labrador and with the
Western Pioneer Company when
the first chainsaws came to the
Island. When he came back to
farm again 1 was still at school
and we built up from there.
“We started off in vegetables
and hay with a few beef cattle on
the side — they took care of the
hay! As we increased vegetable
production, the cattle became a
bit of an inconvenience so we got
rid of them and made our money

from hay. We have upgraded our
hayfields, but there is still a
weather problem with drying the
hay. In the Maritimes you can get
two good cuts of hay, but here the
season is too short to allow that
unless the second crop could pro-
bably be taken for green silage
(or ‘haylage’) by a dairy farmer
set up for it. A few people here
are trying haylage on a small
scale. Most of the hay is sold right
here to Woodfords Dairy and I
have my hay booked for the next
three or four years. Our hay is
cheaper than anything that can
be brought in and it’s the best
available.

“We usually plow down a
hayfield, have one crop of turnips
or cabbage, then a crop of
potatoes and back into hay for 4-5
years. That way the organic mat-
ter is high and there is good soil
fertility. When we first started
out we were pressed for land and
went with one crop of turnips or
cabbage and then four of
potatoes, but that made it hard to
rebuild the organic matter.
We’ve been growing a triple mix
of 70% climax timothy grass, 15%
alsike clover and 15% doublecut
red clover. The last two or three
years we’'ve been using a
timothy-alsike clover mix that’s
a little easier to dry. This year
I've seeded just timothy grass
and dispensed with the clover
completely.”

The 215 acres of hay is one half
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IRee
of Melvin’s operation.

“This year I have 35 acres of
potatoes, 16 acres of turnips and
about 10 acres of cabbage
planted,” he informs us after a
moment’s reflection. “‘Marketing
hasn’t been a problem for me.
Wholesalers prefer to deal witha
bigger producer who can supply
their needs for a crop rather than
having to deal with a number of
small producers who might be
able to meet the demand for two
or three weeks. I don’t have any
trouble getting orders as we store
most of our vegetables and sell
them over the winter. We concen-
trate on the harvest in fall and
use our refrigerated storage if we
have to.

“We've had up to 65 acres of
potatoes, but we weren't making
any money on them. Now we
have the choice of selling the
potatoes or holding them for
seeds. This year has been really
bad for potatoes and seeds, but I
did better than most because I
had plenty of foundation stock
seeds. T sold a lot as table
potatoes when I went into market
with my other vegetables. I sold
3,000 50-Ib. bags that way and
ended up with some extra
money."

It isn’t that simple, of course,
as Melvin quickly points out.

“We have lost complete crops
to frost. If you get a frost around

flowering time you lose your

stock and by the time you
establish it’s too late in the grow-
ing season. Frosts later on in the
season might damage a few ex-
posed root crops, but they aren’t
so much of a problem. There are
ways of reducing the risk and
avoiding the short-season pro-
blems. We placed an order for
62,000 cabbage transplants from
Barony Nursery but the late
spring put the count down a bit.
The main thing with the
transplants for us is the late cab-
bage, which we couldn't grow
from seed because of the short
season. The transplants are
already six weeks old when we
get them and most years you can
get a good crop.”

Melvin’s big expense each year
is for fertilizer and he is trying to
cut down that cost by making use
of the soil testing laboratory in St.
John's.

“You could use a general pur-
‘pose fertilizer for all crops except
turnips, but I prefer to use special
fertilizers for each field based on
the results of the soil testing,” he
comments. ‘““We've been able to
get the testing done for two years
now. If you follow the recomen-
dations you certainly see a sav-
ing. This will be the first year that
I've dealt with each field dif-
ferently. Even if the yield is the
same the costs are way down. We
were putting about 1,000 pounds
of 12-24-24 fertilizer on an acre of

potatoes and this year most of our
potatoes are taking 700 pounds of
17-17-17 per acre. There’s not
much difference in the cost of
each fertilizer and we're saving
300 pounds of fertilizer per acre.
That will add up, although I don’t
expect to grow any more
potatoes.

“I will have vegetables for sale
right through the year this year
because I still have some seed
potatoes for sale before my hay
is sold in July. Most of my cash
crops are sold in the winter
months when the prices are
higher. The thing with turnips is
you need refrigerated storage to
make some money even when the
price is low as it was last year.”

Melvin’s farm is an important
employer in the community and
he hopes it will continue after he
retires.

“We have around 600 acres,
about half of which is suitable for
root crops in rotation and another
quarter just for hay,” he tells us.
“We already use quite a bit of
hired help at planting and
harvest times and when we're
haymaking there’s a few jobs for
the area. I have a 52-week job
myself that is difficult to fit into
a year at the best of times. I have
five boys and one girl and the
third oldest boy is just finishing
Grade 12 and I think he’ll stay on
the farm."” L]

hen we catch up with Alex

Joy, 37, of Picadilly, he is
in the process of painting a
friend’s car. As the paint dries we
are able to learn about Alex’s ex-
perience in root crops and sheep
farming.

“My grandfather started the
farm here and my father follow-"|
ed him,”” Alex tells us. “I've live
in a number of towns in New-
foundland. I was in the fishery
originally and tried to do some
farming along with it. I actually
got into farming through repair-
ing equipment out in the fields.

Eventually I got into farming full

The Joy of vegetable farming

time, but I do any kinds of jobs
that come up except carpentry
work. We had a fire four years
ago when somebody set fire to the
barn. That put us back $70,000
and we haven't been able to
replace all the livestock we lost,
although we're building them up
again. We were just at the point
of making money and now we're
back to scratching a living again.

“We have about 500 acres of
farmland in crops, hay and
pasture. We just have a few beef
cattle for our own use apart from
the sheep. Our sheep are Cheviots
bred with Suffolk rams. I bought

an American ram four years ago.
We grow cabbage, potatoes, a lit-
tle bit of beets, broccoli,
cauliflower and a few greens this
year. The broccoli and
cauliflower go mostly to Stephen-
ville and the local fair and we sell
in Corner Brook. We produce a
good amount of wool that is sold
locally and we send the lambs in
to St. John's.”

At certain times of the year
marketing is a problem.

‘‘Here, the first one on the
market is the one that sells his
vegetables,” Alex suggests. ““The
biggest problem for a farmer is
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to know what the market wants.
Two years ago people wanted
small turnips and last year it was
the medium size that sold.
“This year nobody knows what
size will be wanted. At one time
you could sell lots of cabbage. I
have a store for my vegetables
attached to my barn but no
refrigeration. I've stored right up
until April. I grow standard
varieties and some years they
work out and some years they
don’t. I've had a couple of really
good years and two not so good;
it all depends on the frosts.
“Iliked V-Mal* because I could
load up a truck with whatever I
produced and it was all sold.
Even with the lower prices we
were getting, it was worthwhile if
you had the volume, but I was on-
ly able to use it for a year. Now
1 have to find my own market. I
find right now that early potatoes
bring the best price and I can get
a bit more before the PEI

Alex Joy

in his operation as he rebuilds,
but there are limitations on what
he can hope to do in the short
term.

“I can put a field into turnips
two years in a row and then leave

I'm changing my hayfields over
to crops. Transplants would take
too long for me to put in without |
special equipment,” he con-

cludes. ﬂ 1

potatoes come in."”

the field for three years and pul
Alex is making other
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Feisty 'farmer

ernard Tucker, a vegetable

farmer at Markland is a
man of very definite ideas. When
he first visited Markland in 1959,
the inhabitants were convinced
their community was about to be
resettled. So Bernard, in his non-
conformist way, chose that mo-
ment to buy 34 acres of local land.

I got it for a song and I wasn’t
even able to sing,"’ says Bernard
with a chuckle. “I saw this land
lying idle, there was no electrici-
ty, the road was only two ruts and
the people were moving away."

At that time Bernard, a native
of St. Phillips, was working in
J.J. Baron’s carpenters’ shop at
St. John’s. Two acres of his new
land was partly cleared, so in
1960 he set some crops. Then,
commuting and working part
time, he gradually took up full-
time farming.

“Istarted with a $65 mare call-
ed Queen, an old plow and a
brand-new $75 cultivator. That
was my start off. For seven years
I filled out applications to the
farm loan board for a tractor.
Every one of them was turned
down. I finally got one in 1973.

‘“Turnips, potatoes, cabbage,
and hay is what we grow now. I
own 78 acres. I had a lease on 200,
but they cancelled it on me —
after I paid $2,000 to have the land
surveyed. When I took out the
lease the govenment told me
there would be lots of funds for
development, but all T got was
$625. That was supposed to be
enough to clear 5 acres. I was ex-
pecting $500 an acre.”

Bernard persevered, clearing

22 acres at his own expense while
hoping government would adopt
a more equitable land-clearing
program. One method he sug-
gested was for government to call
a public tender for contractors to
clear 50 acres for him. That way
government could choose the
lowest price. Unfortunately, Ber-
nard wasn't able to use the land
he had cleared.

“I cleared some land, then I
needed limestone. ‘“‘Sorry boy,
limestone budget is gone, they
said. Next year I applied again
and got a car-load in July — too
late to set out my garden.”

Completely frustrated, Ber-
nard refused to sign the lease.
The government retaliated by

Bernard and Winnie Tucker
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cancelling it. Bernard reflects on
the matter.

“The lease was a pretty poor
investment. To make the land
good farm land I would have had
to put at least $1,000 an acre into
it. At the end, all T would have
had for security was a piece of
paper saying I could pay them a
dollar an acre a year on it. I
wouldn’t have owned the land and
once the lease had expired, or if
I had become ill, they could have
easily kicked me off. I had no pro-
tection. They say I can’t have
clear title to the land, but that
doesn’t make any sense. Two
thirds of Newfoundland is owned
by people with only squatters’
rights.

“The government brought ina
lease policy to freeze the land
around St. John’s. I don’t know
why. That land has to be polluted
with acid rain from motor cars.
It's to stop farmers selling land
to developers, but all they need to
do is put a replacement fee on the
land. If the developer buys 100
acres of farm land, make him
pay the cost of developing 100
acres out in the country. The land
wouldn't be as good at first, but
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after 10 years it would, and if the
farmer were allowed to sell his
land at $100,000 an acre to
developers instead of $4,000 to
farmers, he could afford to im-
prove it.

“What's the point of a St.
John'’s dairy farmer having 50
cows on 5 acres of land and buy-
ing every bit of feed? Why not
assist him to move to Bay Bulls,
even give him 150 acres sohecan
grow his feed?”

Bernard runs his own farm
pretty much by himself.

“I've no full-time employees. I
hire gangs of 10 to 20 people to
pick up potatoes and turnips, but
that’s only a week or two a yw
We grow our own seedlings and
last year we put out 45,000 cab-
bage and only got 750 sacks, less
than half the crop we should

have. We struck a dry season
when we were planting. This year
so far has been so wet we can't
get any work done.

“I'd say vegetable farmers are
the poorest on the Island. How
much pay can you have from a
$40,000 crop when you have
$30,000 worth of expenses?
You've got to keep a truck and a
tractor going, and a full fleet of
machines. Even with 20 acres you
need enough equipment to farm
100 acres and there's no
neighbors handy to borrow from
around here.”

Bernard's wife Winnie, mother
of three, has been listening to the
conversation. She works at the
local fishplant. If she didn’t, Ber-
nard is not sure they would
survive.

“That program ‘Land and Sea’
they have on CBC-TV, I don't
know why they call it that,"” says
Winnie. “It's all sea, there’s
never any land on it.”

Bernard, never short of new
ideas, continues.

“Most of the problems come
down to insufficient farm land.
You've got to have acres. I don’t
have enough land to rotate my
crops. I've got five jobs to myself
and I can’t afford to pay anyone
to do them because my farm is
too small. I'd say 75% of New-
foundland is unemployed and we
could make thousands of jobs
clearing land, but you'd have to
have money available. If that
land was cleared, it would be
cleared forever, then there would
be jobs for everyone in farming.

dairy farming

ack and Daphne Taylor of
Cormack now run a farm
based on dairy cattle after ex-
periencing the headaches that

Keeping a daily dairy

Jack says. ‘‘People were barely
getting enough to keep them go-
ing and some farmers are so
i ially that they

put their local hog operation out
of business.

“It was just a question of not
getting the support needed,”

can’t afford to get out. I started
farming because I wanted to be
independent and not have some-
one else tell me what I should

Jack Taylor and friend

do.

“‘A million dollars is a one-year
deal for hog farmers. Those that
have been in pigs for awhile will
realize that, but there may be a
few newcomers that will see an
opportunity to start a business.
The absence of an overall pro-
gram is what is hurting farming.
You need a five-year plan rather
than something for one year.
When I was in pigs every other
province was subsidizing ham
and bacon producers. Pork
production in Canada is way over
domestic consumption and sell-
ing on the American market is
becoming a problem.”

The situation for dairy farmers
is a little bit different.

“Land is the big problem for
dairy farmers here,” explains
Jack as he is working on putting
up a fence to contain his cattle,
“I'd like to be able to grow my
own hay, but the pig operation
put us behind as far as keeping
the land up to par went and now
Ifind myself just starting to pick
up on it now. Growing hay is a big
problem. We're milking 38 cows
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at the moment and there are 6
other cattle. There are four of us
with dairy cattle in the im-
mediate area.

“All my milk goes to Corner
Brook. At the moment not enough
milk is produced on the Island to
supply St. John’s and there's not
the incentive to expand. Island
production is only about half of
what Newfoundlanders consume.
If there was some assistance with
transportation of milk going to St.
John’s there could be 15 dairy
farmers here or wherever the
major agricultural land is avail-
able. Milk is a very perishable
product that has to be moved
fast. What's needed is a fleet of
large tractor trailers instead of
the smaller trucks we have now.

“People shop for dollars and
cents and there is fierce competi-
tion,” Jack is the first to agree.
““Our costs are much higher for
hay than in Nova Scotia, perhaps
three times the cost per ton, and
the growing season for
everything is shorter.”

Jack’s dairly cattle are all
Holsteins, which are the best
milk producers in most New-
foundland conditions.

“There are a few Ayrshire cat-
tle around, but Holsteins are very
good here,” comments Jack,
whose herd has a few red and
white cows mixed in with the
more usual black and white
animals. *‘The biggest Ayrshire
herd is near, Corner Brook. We
like to breed our cows for the first
time when they are 750-800
pounds in weight and that's
usually around two years old.
You hope to get four or five years’
milk production, but some of our
first cows are 7 years old now.
You have to know your cows to
find out when they are in heat.
It’s hard to know right away, but
you need to breed them 18-24
hours afterwards for the best ar-
tificial insemination program.

““You sell the calves at four or
five days old, especially the bulls.
I've raised and sold heifers, but
it's really not worthwhile unless
you've got enough facilities. I
keep the heifers from the best
cows for milk production; you
can be fairly sure they will pro-

duce well. You keep a record of
the amount of milk produced for
each cow. If you're selling
breeding stock you need to know
things on a daily basis. Ideally,
each cow had a 305-day lactation
period with 60 days dry, but
sometimes one of your better
cows might have trouble getting
bred and you have to be patient.
I have some cows I wouldn’t but-
cher and some I would love to,”

concludes Jack laughingly as he
eyes some of his poorer pro-
ducers.

“‘We've been here 12 years and
I've cleared all the land here
myself, It's a hard way to start
for a first generation farmer, but
my son, Robbie, might be able to
do better. He’s still young and has
lots of time to make up his mind
about whether he wants to be a
farmer."”

There’s so much
to discover
this summer!

L’Anse aux Meadows National Historic Park
Site of the earliest known attempt to Euro-
pean settlement in the New World. d

St. Mary’s Seabird Sanctuary

The second largest nesting colony for gan-
nets in North America offers a spectacular op-
portunity for photographers.

Signal Hill National Historic Park

Originally a signalling centre and later used
to defend the harbour and city of St. John’s.
See where Marconi received the first tran-
satlantic wireless signals.

Newfoundland
and Labrador




20 — DECKS AWASH

The real Jiggs

e was born Edward Frank-
lin Grant Borland III, but
his schoolday antics quickly
earned him the nickname of
“Jiggs” after the comic strip
character who couldn’t manage
to stay out of trouble. Born in
Toronto, his family moved to
Reading, Pennyslvania when he
was six weeks old. Reading was
a farming district and his interest
in agriculture was sparked by
contact with local farmers. He
later moved back to Canada.
Jiggs was among the first
Canadian soldiers into Dieppe for
the liberation in 1945 and he was
present when the first photo-
graphs were taken of the German
concentration camps. The ex-
perience affected him profound-
Iy and he looked to farming to try
to get his mind off what he had
seen.
“I came back in 1946 and after
awhile I decided I wanted to
homestead,” he recalls. ‘At age
28 or 29 I had to make that one im-
portant decision in life without
romanticizing things. My first
youngster came in 1948. I had a
farm just outside Erindale, On-
tario, but I couldn’t get my mind
off the war. I met my wife, Alma,
in Toronto. The fact that she was
born in Bishops Falls was one of
the reasons I chose to homestead

in Newfoundland. I asked her
where we would live and she said
we could build a log house like
hers. ‘Stand the logs up straight,’
she said.

“Newfoundland had 50-acre
grants, so I came over in 1953 and
took some soil samples. I went to
the local wholesaler and found
out all the local prices and what
was available. That gave me the
idea that feed was relatively
cheap and the sale price was
high. T couldn’t believe it, but I
checked it and it was true. By the
end of 1953 I was ready to roll and
the next year I started buying
things for the move. Alma left for
Bishops Falls and I started on
my master plan. I finally rented
out my house and lived in a tent
with an Indian from just outside
Montreal.”

In 1955, Jiggs bought 50 acres
of land from the dland

chickens and 150 bales of hay all
around us in the tent. The day
after 1 finished working on
August 15 I started to load a box-
car in Toronto and nearly two
days later I had the tractor, farm
equipment, the livestock and
everything else I had collected in
it.

““At that time you had to load
everything on the deck of the
Burgeo or the Cabot Strait to
cross from Sydney to Port aux
Basques. By the time we arrived
in Newfoundland I had three box-
cars full, including one that just
had my bees in it. I can still see
them unloading that boxcar on a
forklift in a tremendous hurry!
My stakebody truck was moving
about on deck. The deckhand told
me not to worry; if it was lost
they would give me another one!
It was my first exposure to the

government for $4. The 186 acres
he now owns and leases near
Bishops Falls is werth con-
siderably more than that after 30
years of tough times and hard
work.

“I brought everything I could
from Ontario by rail,” Jiggs
relates with a broad smile on his
face. “We put together seven
calves, two cows, a young bull,
seven ducks, four pigs, 20

Jiggs Borland

dlander’s lack of worry
and haste. ‘The Encyclopedia
Britannica attributes long life to
a lack of worry.”

The truck was unloaded onto a
flatcar and we met it at Corner
Brook. It took ages to get it off
and then there was the drive to
Grand Falls with the road getting
smaller and smaller.

“There was a CBC car and
driver at what is now the Birchy
Narrows and he must have been
checking the reception,” Jiggs
relates. “I stopped and asked him
if I was on the right road to Grand
Falls. He looked at the licence
plate and said, ‘Son, if you're on
any road, you're on the road to
Grand Falls’. When I got there I
realized I had forgotten a saw
and an axe. Four years of plann-
ing down the drain.

“The first area I cleared was to
put the cows in. Three days later
the boxcars came into Bishops
Falls and caused quite a stir. The
old highway ended right here, so
everything you can see now was
cleared by us. I guess you can
call me a pioneer. My friend
stayed until just before
Christmas and helped me build a
shack.”
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Not everything survived the
first winter, but Jiggs was
resourceful by nature.

“A lot of what we had was
thrown out,” he admits, “‘but our
wedding presents were packed in
seven steel barrels and stayed
outside in the woods all winter.
The first shack was 8 foot by 10
foot and then we started putting
up one 14 foot by 20 foot. By
September I could move in and I
stored the hay by stacking it
around a big aps (aspen) and
then sawing off the top. That
stayed there until March.

“‘Anyone with a shack in the
woods was considered a bootleg-
ger or hermit, so one night in May
a car came by at 3 o'clock in the
morning and a guy said he
wanted some ‘fresh’. I didn’t
know what he meant, but they
soon made me realize they want-

ed a drink. We were 10 miles
away from anywhere, so I fired
off the rifle and they scattered.
Jack Clark, the local Mountie,
came down and he helped me out
by passing the word that I was a
wild man. We used to have a sign
up in the field ‘Survivors will be
Prosecuted’.”

Things are a lot calmer now in
the self-contained community of
“Jiggsville”.

“We started off with cattle, but
finding food for them was a
never-ending struggle,”’ says
Jiggs, “‘so we switched the em-
phasis to hens, which remain our
main business. We have hogs,
and some ducks out on the pond.
We have a quota of 6,000 laying
hens and another for our hogs.
Our produets are shipped to St.
John'’s. With pigs and chickens
we have a lot of liquid manure to

be spread and I need the
grassland for that. We keep 40
cattle on the grass. We also have
14 ponies, which the children use
for pony rides and learning to run
their own business. The pony
rides started back at the Botwood
Day festivities in 1969 and we en-
joyed it so much it just sort of
grew on us.”

Despite his individualism,
Jiggs likes to maintain a
longstanding family tradition.

“All my children’s names start
with B; the three boys have part
of my name as their middle
names and the three girls owe
their middle names to Alma,”" he
informs us. “I also plan to keep
providing a piece of land and help
in building a house as each of
them grows up. We have nine
grandchildren now and there’s
more to come.” ™

M aidstone is a small farming
community just outside St.
Davids. On our visit we go by a
group of goats cropping the
grass, unencumbered by the woo-
den collars designed to prevent
their escape through the fence.
Next door is the dairy farm of
Wilson and Marie Chaffey.

Wilson has been farming for
about 20 years, but he has not al-
ways been a dairy farmer.

“My father was a vegetable
farmer and I also grew vegeta-
bles for five or six years when I
started a farm at the age of 17,
Wilson tells us during a break in
his working day. “‘I worked on
contracts for Bowaters at the
same time. When mechanical
logging came in, I had to decide
whether to go into farming full
time and that’s how we got into
dairy cattle. We started with four
cows and the first few years I
continued to do some woods
work, but eventually the cows
took over completely.

“We’ve been milking cows 13
or 14 years now. It’s interesting
work and lots of it, but not much
money. Still, there's more secu-
rity than in some other types of

The Maidstone milkman

farming. If you ran into some
problems vegetable farming, the
year was over before it got start-
ed. At least with cows you can get
yourself back on stream with a
few adjustments. We're farming
350 acres and we have almost 200
cows, of which around 85 are be-
ing milked at the moment.”
OccaSionally Wilson will bring
in cattle from the mainland, but
most are born and raised on the

farm.

Marie and Wilson Chaffey with a happily retired friend.

*90%, of our breeding is by ar-
tificial insemination, but we keep
a bull for three years that we use
for heifers and for cows we're not
interested in raising a calf from,"”
he explains. ‘*We usually pick up
bulls from other farmers when
we need them. When we were
down in Wisconsin on a visit, we
found out about embryo trans-
plants and some time in the fu-
ture it should be possible to pretty
well guarantee a female calf,
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which is what you look for in a
dairy operation.”

Feeding 200 cattle is a big ex-
pense and the Chaffeys raise as
much forage as they can on the
farm,

““We plant quite a bit of forage
for silage and that's the impor-
tant part for a dairy farmer,”
says Marie, who is also taking a
break from farm chores. “We
usually make it late August or
early September, but the weather
is often not good for making any-
thing then. We plant hayseed on
new land for green feed and add
oats, peas and vetch to the silage.
The following year we'll cut hay
when the grass comes up.

*1 think this has been the worst
year for weather that 1 can
remember. We usually have our
cattle on pasture by the end of

Goats on pasture

May, but this year we were about
a week later and the grass wasn't

all that good. Last year, June and

early July had bad weather,
though, so we won't be all that far
behind.”

as well-known elsewhere as
his singing sister, Loretta, and
brother, Gordon, but in the
Codroy Valley he is one half of the
farmers Cormier. Gerard takes
care of the dairy cattle end of the
business at Searston, while
brother Calvin tends the hen-
house at neighboring Upper
Ferry.

G erard Cormier may not be’

Gerard Cormier by Holstein bull.

An equal voice in the Cormier destiny

As we approach Gerard's farm
just south of the Grand Codroy
rivermouth, we see his dairy cat-
tle obeying the **Cattle Crossing”
sign just as the milk truck arrives
to take delivery of the day’s
production. Gerard takes us on a
short tour of the operation while
the truck is filled. Like other
farmers he is concerned about
the lateness of the spring.

“This year we're about two
weeks behind schedule with get-
ting the cattle out into the fields,”
he explains. ‘‘That’s because of
the weather we've been having.
That meant $5,000 more hay than
usual and, when the cows did get
out, there was hardly any grass.
The season is so late this year
that I'm just putting in my crops.
This time last year I was getting
ready to harvest the first hay. I
grew oats, barley and clover for
silage, but you can’t get the dry
content you need, so I'll be going
with haylage this year.”

The Cormier family has a tra-
dition of farming in the area.

“We'd always farmed the old
way,” says Gerard, ‘‘seven or
eight acres of mixed vegetables,
12-15 head of dairy cattle, 30 beef
cattle, 60 sheep, a few hens and
pigs and a horse to do the work.
That’s the family background in
farming. My father took over the
farm from my grandfather in
1961 and decided to try the hogs.
We didn’t seem to be getting any-
where with them, so he wrote off
for a quota in milk. At that time
all the milk went to Grand Falls
or Gander. The following year he




Babe
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got a quota for 50 gallons a day.

“He renovated the barn, bor-
rowed a little money and started
milking 12 cows in 1963. We had
to wait for the electricity to come
in. He kept building up the herd
in the 1960s and I took over the
farm in 1971 when I came out of
school. In 1965 he had built a new
henhouse and put in 7,000 hens.
He ran that end of the operation
until Calvin took it over after an
expansion in 1976. In 1974 we built
the barn over here for the dairy
cattle. That year all the dairy
farmers on the west coast formed
a co-operative, Westco, and
| shipped to Corner Brook. Brook-
field took it over a few years ago
| and we ship the milk to them."
| Gerard is aware of the current
|situation in central New-
1 foundland.
| “Transportation costs are a big
problem for dairy farmers,"” he
stresses. “‘The Lethbridge farm-
ers are paying 6¢ a litre to get
their milk to market and it’s cost-
ing us 5¢ a litre here. The farm-
ers in Wooddale are at least 100
more miles from the St. John's
plant, so the Lewisporte plant is
very important to them. You
can’t transport milk that far.
Milk is coming in from Nova Sco-
tia and that milk is almost a week
old by the time it goes onto the
shelf.”

The dairy business does have
advantages for a farmer.

“One thing about dairy cattle is
that your milk cheque is coming
in once a month,"” Gerard com-
ments. “Poultry and pigs are
year round as well and don’t need
the same kind of help as other
operations that are much more
seasonal. Farmers don’t have the
benefit of getting government
help if they have a bad year.
Flshermen don't have to feed
their fish either and they're there
the next year. I'd like to have a
few beef cattle, but we're only
85% self-sufficient in hay. You
can't afford to bring in hay at $150
a ton. Beef cattle eat the same
amount of hay, but you're not get-
ting any return through the year.

“All but two dairy operations in
Newfoundland are milking Hol-
steins. With a dairy operation you

L

don’t want twin calves, especial-
ly from your best milking cows.
You want them in the best possi-
ble condition. T keep a bull for
cleaning the calves off and to
breed with the heifers and any of
the cows that don’t take with ar-
tificial insemination."

I'm down to 190 Ibs. now.

pound, but it's something to do.

SRS 2R
Holstein calf and protective bull.

Gerard has also branched into
another aspect of farming.

“We're growing strawberries
right now, about six acres, 27,000
plants, and then there's the old
field, which we didn’t plow over
this year. There are $o many in
our family that we can pick them

L
M ark Dominey, 68, of Musgravetown has been cutting hay
grass for over 50 years. We discovered him by the side of
the road weighing bales of hay. Last year he cut 6696 lbs.
“J use a scythe. At one time I had a mower on a garden tractor,
but I gained too much weight, over 200 Ibs. This is some exercise,

“A crowd called the Triple G takes this hay, they are in the dairy
business. The price of hay doesn’t change much, it's four cents a

)
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