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To our subscribers

Seventeen years ago in August, the first issue
of Decks Awash appeared Mailed free to anyone
requesting it, the magazme grew in size and cir-

culation unul increasing costs and financial
restraints caused University President Dr. Leslie
Harris to decide to cease publication in February
1982. You, the readers, however, asked that Decks
Awash be reinstated on a paid subscription basis.
Such was the demand that the magazme again
started in -D 1982.
At the end of “‘our” year 31 August 1985 we had
5,037 subscribers.

This issue marks the beginning of our fourth
year on a paid subscription basis. We try to pro-
vide information on Newfoundland not found
anywhere else. Decks Awash is a magazine about

foundlanders, past and present. We write about
fishermen, farmers, businessmen, clergymen,
housewives, students — people like you in cities,
small towns and outports.

If you wish to continue to receive Decks Awash
please renew now, if you have not already done
so. Just check your expiry date on your address
label on the back cover of the magazine. The rate
is still the original $9 per year. Remember, too,
Decks Awash makes an excellent Christmas gift
for your friends and relatives.

TR e porunisn

everyday life of ordinary and extraordinary New- editor
Table of contents
. . L e AR R A AT e AP A 54
Special section ..............3
Hleglures o I o2 s s s
History
The area today . g Home' garadehIng iy 15 o v d il sl 55
Alexander Bay . .18 It's your town .. .56
Glovertown - -2 | A craze for speed... .57
Traytown ... .33 The Leonard J. Cowley .58
Culls Harbour -37 | The loss of the Blanche . :
Sandringham ... 38 | Letters
Burnside. . 40

St. Chads .

Eastport .. .42
Happy Adventure . 45
Sandy Cov 7
Salvage

Folk festival

Special on Institute of
Fisheries and
Marine Technology .......63

Great expectations .63
The new premises .67

Editor: Sally Lou Le Meﬁnner Wmels Chﬂwd Gnn_lmg Roger Burrews. Photographers: Clifford Grinling, Roger Bur-

: Anne Conway. Circulation: Hazel Harris. Photography Process-

Layout and Printing: Robinson-Blackmore Printing &

ing: University F i l iversity of
Publishing

Limited, St. John" s NF. Cover Photo: Sandy Cove by Roger Burrows. For advertising, contact: Tom Follett, 737-8486
or 579-7303. Decks Awash is published six times annually by the Division of Extension Service, School of Continuing Studies

will be returned

and Exi Memorial Uni of Canadian d-class postal permit No, 5633, Postal Station A. No
material herein may be without i from the editor. L il

only when bya d self- s are available at $9 per year by writing to Decks
Awash, University of

Payable to Memorial University must accompany

St. John's, NF, Axcs.r or telephone 737-8484. Cheques or money orders made
subscriptions.




2 — DECKS AWASH
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
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Newfoundland and Labrador
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history

Glovertown

his area was first named Bloody Bay, supposedly

after the massacre of a family of 11 at Curly’s Cove
on the north side by Beothuk Indians known to have liv-
ed in the area. After being named Alexander Bay, the
community was renamed in the 1880s for Sir John
Hawley Glover, the Governor of Newfoundland (1876-81
and 1883-85) and consists of the settlements of Alexander
Bay (Northwest Arm), Rosedale, Angle Brook, Norton
Cove, Saunders Cove, Glovertown North, Centre and
South.

The first settlers appeared in the early 1800s. Richard
Elliot Stroud and his family arrived from Greenspond
before 1834, when a child was born and baptized. Richard
Stroud had married Deborah Smith from Greenspond
and probably moved to Salmon Island at the mouth of
the Terra Nova River in 1828. In 1836 only one woman
and four young girls were listed, the rest of the family
perhaps working elsewhere. By 1839 the family had
seven daughters and was looking after the salmon
fishery for Messrs. Brooking and Garland. Richard
Stroud’s eldest daughter married Augustus Briffitt (later
Briffett), from St. Malo, France and moved with his

John Elliott Stroud
family to Rosedale. J.B.Jukes visited the area in 1839
and noted in 1842:

...The land around Bloody Bay is steep and
lofty, covered with a thick vegetation of young




DECKS AWASH — 5

trees...Deer and game of all sorts are abundant
at seasons...There was some very fine timber
up the valley — one birch tree at four feet from
the ground measured seven feet in cir-
cumference.

The 1845 census included the 12-member Stroud fami-
ly, who now lived at Stroud’s Point. Although he owned
one small boat, Richard Stroud was mainly a farmer
with four cows, five goats and 50 barrels of potatoes. In
1857 ten children were listed, but by 1862 only eight re-
mained, his wife had died and the family was more in-
volved in the fishery with 31 nets and seines set for
salmon.

In 1869 there were 80 residenis in 12 families, equally
split among the Church of England, Roman Catholic and
Wesleyan churches. Most people were fishing, with the
seal fishery and boatbuilding for the Labrador fishery
both important activities. At the height of the Labrador
fishery, Glovertown sent up to nine large vessels.

bering started in the early 1870s with mills operated
by the Arnold family in Thimble Cove and the Briffetts
in dale. The situati d very little by
1874, except that the community now was known as Mid-
dle Arm. Soon afterwards the name changed once more
to Alexander Bay, under which name 288 residents were
listed in 1891. Elijah Burry started the first business in
1884 and also built the first Methodist church at Glover-
town Centre in the 1880s.

The first school was built in 1888 with William Dewey
as teacher. By 1901 there were also schools at Rosedale,
Thimble Cove, Angle Brook, Saunders Cove, Glovertown
South and Glovertown Centre. At the same time, the first
mention of the Salvation Army appears in the census.
The first adherents probably arrived from corps started
at Greenspond, Gooseberry Islands, Gambo and Hare
Bay between 1887 and 1899. Al there were two
schools in the community in 1891, all 126 children helped
with farming, fishing or lumbering operations. A total
of 58 people were engaged in lumbering and there were
at least 10 sawmills by the late 1800s. Farming continued
to be an important activity for seven families. Milk, but-
ter, wool, grain, potatoes and turnips were all produc-
ed in the growing community.

T Saare SO i

AN.D. Co. school picture 1926-27. Front row left to right: Wil-
son Short, Carson Stroud, Temple Baird, Gerald Smith, Don
Stroud, Stella Samson, Madge Janes, Edith Stroud. Back row
leftto right: unidentified, Chester Samson, Edgar Baird, Owen

Smith, Harold Smith, M i i
Molly Butler larget Baird, Gwen Baird, with teacher

The old sulphite mill

By 1911 several separate settlements had been
established from Saunders Cove in the north around Nor-
thwest Arm, Alexander Bay to Rosedale in the south
These would eventually combine to form the modern
community of Glovertown, incorporated in 1954, but the
older names of Saunders Cove, Glovertown North,
Glovertown Centre, Angle Brook, Glovertown South and
Rosedale remain in widespread use. The railway com-
munity of Alexander Bay Station was listed in the 1911
census, when it had one Roman Catholic family of seven.

The settlement of Glovertown Centre was the largest,
with 376 residents in 71 mainly Methodist families, but
Saunders Cove, with 9 in 17 families, and Rosedale, with
25in 6 families, were also established before 1911, when
the one Salvation Army and three Methodist schools had
113 pupils. Hay, milk, butter, eggs, wool and gooseber-
ries were all listed in the Glovertown census figures and
in smaller quantities in Saunders Cove and Rosedale.
Rosedale’s 49 acres were particularly suited to
gooseberry and small fruit production because of the
sheltered location on the lee side of the surrounding hills.

Fishing was-somewhat less important, although 75
local residents were engaged in the Labrador and in-
shore fisheries and there were 20 schooners operating
out of the area in the 1900s. The increasing number of
sawmills shows how important lumbering had become.
Five sawmills, employing 29 people, were operating in
Glovertown and there were other small mills at Saunders
Cove, Thimble Cove, Ragged Head and Rosedale. On Ju-
ly 2, 1913 a mill owned and operated by Alex Rose in
Rosedale exploded, killing six people. The Daily News
8 July 1913 reported:

About an hour and a half after commenc-
ing work there was a terrific explosion. The
neighbors say the report was louder and worse
than thunder...So great was the force of the
explosion, large pieces of wood, iron bolts,
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nuts and sheet iron were scattered in all direc-
tions, some pieces being found hundreds of
feet from the place.

...The number killed is six all told. Four
were killed instantaneously, their names be-
ing Mr. Alexander Rose, owner of the mill, age
45 years; James Rose, his only son, 18 years;
James Louis Whalen, 23 years; William
Whalen, 21 years. The two not killed that night
were John Whalen, 19 years, and Miss Adaline
Babstock, age 16 years...Five hours after the
accident the girl died. Twelve hours after,
John Whalen, the third son of John Whalen,
Sr., breathed his last.

A mill was built by a Norwegian named Storm in 1920
for the Terra Nova Sulphite Company but it never
operated and was bought out by the Anglo-Newfoundland
Development (A.N.D.) Company. A total of 1300 cords
of wood were cut and delivered to the mill site, but the
machines were dismantled and sent to Bishops Falls and
Grand Falls, leaving a 120-ft. tower shell. Terra Nova
Sulphite Company collapsed because of the unsettled in-
ternational money market and the refusal of the New-
foundland government to guarantee the loan. Although
the fishery continued after the First World War, ship-
building and lumbering were the major industries in
1918-23.

In 1935 there were 842 residents in the area: Saunders
Cove 117, Glovertown North 160, Glovertown Centre 325,
Angle Brook 53, Glovertown South 171 and Rosedale 24.
In addition, three families totalling 16 people were at
Alexander Bay Station. The Labrador fishery was still
quite important, with seven vessels leaving Saunders
Cove, Glovertown North and Glovertown Centre, but
resident fishermen pursued local salmon, herring, caplin
and cod. Farming was also important: Saunders Cove
produced potatoes, strawberries and gooseberries;
Glovertown North added hay, 2,956 gallons of milk and
2,538 dozen eggs; Glovertown Centre contributed dou-
ble the milk and egg count and added 35 gallons of plums
and cherries and 92 gallons of gooseberries; Angle Brook
grew plums, cherries and gooseberries and produced 525
dozen eggs; Glovertown South had its own milk, eggs
and gooseberries; and Rosedale continued to lead fruit
production with 71 gallons of plums and cherries and 66
gallons of strawberries.

In June 1946 a fire started by sparks from a freight
train destroyed 46 homes. Made homeless were 48
families in Glovertown and Angle Brook, and 150 sq.
miles of timberland burned, an event from which the
sawmill industry never recovered. The Daily News 17

Alexander Bay Station

June 1946 reported:

The Glovertown fire, maddened into an in-
ferno by warm winds, is swinging directly in-
to the settlement. Fire wardens spent all
yesterday afternoon evacuating people from
the south side of the town. Late last night, the
radio carried an urgent message to people in
nearby communities, imploring them to bring
their boats in close to shore for what is ap-
parently a desperate effort to save the lives of
the people...

Everything except for one store and six houses at
Angle Brook was destroyed from the United Church par-
sonage at Riverside to the Terra Nova River at Angle
Brook, including the A.N.D. Company property and the
tourist resort built by Harvey & Co.

The Evening Telegram 20 June 1946 reported:

A special meeting of the Commission of
Government (is being held)...to consider
measures of relief for the stricken people of
Glovertown. Magistrate Lane came from
there yesterday to seek assistance for the
burntout families.

Residents of Traytown, Happy Adventure, Sandy Cove
and Eastport assisted firefighters from Gambo, Port
Blandford, Clarenville, Terra Nova and Gander. The
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Glovertown

Reid Newfoundland Railway refused to send a represen-
tative to the Fire Patrol/Newfoundland Fire Protection
Association meeting in 1944 and 1945, which many peo-
ple took to be admission of fault for many fires burning
across Newfoundland. The Western Star 5 July 1946
stated:

From all sectors of the country there comes
a cry for the appointment of a commission to
investigate the cause of recent outbreaks of *
fire, which resulted in so much destruction to
the forests and to the little village of
Glovertown.

In spite of their statements regarding the
precautions they have taken to ensure that
their locomotives will not set fire to the
forests, all evidence points to the fact that the
majority of the recent fires were started by
Railway locomotives, precautions not-
withstanding.

Included among the buildings burned down were the
Salvation Army and Church of England schools, the
United Church parsonage, two sawmills and several
businesses, with only two businesses and two houses in-
sured. The fire was still threatening to burn Saunder’s
Cove in late June. Captain Burry had to sell his fishing
schooner, which had been ready to go to Labrador,
be.ause he lost his business premises and several
houses.

Alexander Bay railway station was very important for
the development of Glovertown as a service centre, and
families from Greenspond, Flat Islands and Bragg's
Island started to arrive in the area in the late 1940s and
early 1950s. Pastor F.G. Bursey arrived in Glovertown
aboard the Gospel Pioneer and held services in a tent
in July 1948. Sunday school was started in November and
Pastor B.H. and Mrs. Elliott built the first Assembly.

The 30 Methodist families from Bragg’s Island were
mainly carpenters and fishermen, but there were also
a few loggers and laborers among their number. River-
side United Church was built in Glovertown South by
Maxwell Sweetapple and Norman Perry, and con-
secrated by Rev. Dr. A.S. Butt, the president of the New-
foundland Conference of the United Church of Canada.
The 16 Flat Islands Church of England families were all
carpenters, or retired men, and it was not long
before they formed a new community group. Cutting of
pitprops for British mines was an extremely important
activity until the 1950s. Expansion of the community
followed with the growth in the forest industry and road
construction on the Eastport Peninsula. Two mink farms
were started in the 1940s and 1950s.

Glovertown was incorporated in 1954 and census

>l

figures after this date are confusing because individual
communities retained separate identities. Muddy Cove
and Ragged Head both had sawmills operating after the
fire and boatbuilding was promoted as a major industry.
Glovertown loggers were used for brushcutting in the
next decade, but almost all the sawmills were unable
to find enough wood to survive. Dairy farming was at-
tempted in the early 1960s without success and there
were at least two poultry farms and some market
gardening. Some fishing started in the area and a new
wharf was built in 1954. Captain Maxwell Burry bought
a 150-foot Nova Scotian banking vessel Sherman Zwicker
and employed 30-40 men fishing off Labrador into the
1960s with his last trip in 1968. Two firms were buying
herring in the 1970s. In recent years, mussel and scallop
farming have been studied and started in the area. A

Giovertown North
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smoking facility was opened by Eric Oram in 1982, but
did not operate in 1985.

By 1971 the population had risen to 1,915, about half
of whom were United Church members, but the Salva-
tion Army, Anglican, Pentecostal and Roman Catholic
churches were all represented. The 442 families were
engaged in a variety of occupations, but particularly in
construction, sales and service, There were 60 people in
fishing and fish processing and 30 teachers and five doc-
tors residing in the community. Very little had chang-
ed in 1981, when many of the 2,165 residents were equally

on the and 1 service in-
dustries, trade, construction and manufacturing in-
dustries, Fishing, lumbering and public administration
accounted for most of the remaining jobs. Many local
residents travel 15 miles to Terra Nova National Park
or 40 miles to Gander to work.

Glovertown Regional High School opened in 1957 with
Leslie Harris as its first principal and the present
elementary school was built in 1975, closing the small
schools in the immediate area. Dr. Cecil Veron Smith
was the first doctor, operating a practice at Angle Brook
before 1935 and retiring in 1942, when his son took over.

Blusberry pickers at Grant's Siding

AnewPF was dedicated in June 1974
by Pastor A. S Bursey. the general superintendent of the
in

F

Traytown

This community, located next to Glovertown South on
the coast road towards the Eastport Peninsula, was
originally called Troy Town, a name it retained until
sometime between 1935 and 1945. The first blacksmith
in the area, Harry Wyatt, arrived around 1884, but the
first census mention is not until 1911, when there were
already 127 residents. The recent establishment of the
community can be seen from the fact that Methodist,
Salvation Army, Church of England and Roman Catholic
denominations were represented among the 24 families
listed, Fishing and lumbering were the most important
activities in the community, but one full-time farmer and
others with small plots together raised sheep and
poultry, which in 1910 produced 144 pounds of wool and
821 dozen eggs, and 20 tons of hay.

In 1935 the population was 183 and farming was active,
although the amount of cultivated land was just 46 acres.
Production consisted of 14,800 pounds of cabbage, small
quantities of strawberries and gooseberries, 1,610 gallons
of milk and 1,005 dozen eggs. By 1945 there were 224
residents, and this figure was swelled by those made
homeless by the Glovertown fire of 1946. Traytown ex-
perienced a major fire of its own in 1947, and a smaller
fire in 1974, and the abundance of blueberries in the area
is an indication of the destruction of forested land.

In 1981 the population stood at 383, 15 of whom were
British immigramts after the Second World War. Com-
munity, busi and ] service ies provid-
ed about a third of the jobs, followed by construction,
transportation, public administration, trade and
manufacturing, Harbor and landing improvements have
increased the number of part-time fishermen in recent
years,




DECKS AWASH — 9

Culls Harbour

There are two theories regarding the community
name. The older version attributes it to a man named
Cull who sailed up Bloody Bay around 1700 and killed
eight Indians in a camp. He then is reported to have sail-
ed down the bay throwing the bodies overboard after
having scalped them. The more recent version is that
the name is a diminutive of John Cullion from County
Cork, Ireland, who came via New Brunswick to work in
the Gambo lumber mill and then settled with his family
in the area on December 26, 1888. He laid the founda-
tions for a large mill driven by water from five damm-
ed ponds. This mill operated until the 1920s.

The first census mention is in 1901, when there were
22 people in three families, including that of the
millwright, Victor Roach. Two more families had rais-
ed the population to 29 by 1911 and the sawmill had 4
employees. The one full-time farmer from his portion
of the 200 acres of cleared land sold 21 tons of hay for
$415 and his cattle provided 1,540 gallons of milk and 155
pounds of butter in 1910.

During the early 1900s and until the 1950s, families
moved from Cottell's Island (now St. Brendan’s) and
Flat Islands to find work, including construction work
at Gander. These families included the Samsons, Joseph
White and Thomas Mackay. In the 1935 census 42 peo-
ple were listed and dairy production had dropped con-
siderably. The small amount of remaining acreage,
however, produced grain, gooseberries and smaller
amounts of cherries and strawberries. By 1956 the
population had climbed slightly to 58, but by 1966 it had
almost doubled with 109 people. Fishing and farming
were minor activities with lumbering, construction and
carpentry work providing most of the community
income.

When the integrated school was built in Glovertown,
the former two-room Roman Catholic school was con-

WELCOME
10

CULLS
HARBOUR

verted into Sacred Heart Parish Church, the only Roman
Catholic church on the Eastport Peninsula. Services now
are held by the priest who travels from Gambo.
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Sandringham

Sandringham is the most recent of the Eastport Penin-
sula communities and demonstrates the rise and fall of
farming in the area. When it was set up as a farming
community in 1939 and named Sandringham after one
of the most famous royal estates in England, it was
touted as a model farming community by the Commis
sion of Government. In the early years, farming was in-
deed the major activity of its residents, but, gradually,
as other higher-paying jobs became available, the
amount of land under cultivation dropped rapidly.

were made 1 age gr produc-
tion of tomatoes, with five local farmers involved, and
a “‘Sandringham Agricultural Society” was started. The
greatest expansion was in the 1951-1966 period. The
population had increased to 223 by 1971, with most of the
50 families Anglican, although there were some Roman
Catholic and United Church residents. More people were
engaged in construction and transportation than in far-
ming, and the service and sales sectors provided the re-
maining jobs. By 1976, the community’s 298 residents
were making little use of the 113 acres that had been
cleared. Ten people were still listed as farmers, but this
was only half of those engaged in construction or
employed in the three sawmill operations. The 1981 cen-
sus listed 271 people and most jobs were in various sec-
tors of industry, largely outside the community.
Farming and fishing made limited contributions to the
economy.

A golf course was to be built in the area at a cost of
$2 million in 1975, but disputes about land compensation
ended the development and also put an end to much of
the farming activity.

Sandringham's Anglican Church

Burnside

Burnside actually consists of three older settlements,
Squid Tickle, Hollett's Tickle and Hollett's Cove, which
combined to form the present community around 1921.

Squid Tickle had served as a winter camp from about
1875, and a few people gathering firewood were forced
to stay on when spring ice prevented them launching
their boats. Some people started to clear and cultivate
land in the area and the first full-time resident named

St. Alban's Anglican Church

Oldford arrived in 1885 from Salvage, followed the next
year by a Vivian from Greenspond. The community
name derived from the abundance of squid in the small
inlet between the island and the mainland. Hollett's Cove
was settled in 1887 by the Oldford and Hunter families
from Salvage. Other local place names, such as
Bloomers Harbour, Fair and False and Magic Arm, are
no longer in use in the area, although the coves that
spawned them still exist.

Both Squid Tickle, with 40 residents in six Church of

and Methodist families, and Hollett's Cove, with
two Church of England families totalling 14 residents,
appeared in the 1891 census, Farming was as con-
spicuous as fishing in Squid Tickle, where 98 barrels of
potatoes and 35 Ibs. of butter were produced from 22
acres of cleared land. The following year, the first
schooner was built by Joseph Oldford and his sons.
Hollett's Tickle was added to the census in 1901. The first
priest for the Church of England was Reverend Arthur
Wood of Salvage. The first one-room school in the area
‘was built in 1898, although teacher Jacob Oldford had
used local homes in the 1880s. The church, started by the
Oldford family in 1934, was opened in 1950 in what was
previously Squid Tickle.

All three communities had grown by the time of the
1911 census, when Squid Tickle had 110 residents engaged
in fishing and farming. A total of 24 men went to
Labrador on three schooners that year, but at the peak
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of the Labrador fishery as many as 12 schooners were
involved. Several were built in Squid Tickle, the first be-
ing the 25-ton Lady Flora. The community also set 100
Jobster traps and there were two lobster factories. A total
of 30 inshore fishermen were also catching cod in traps.
The amount of cultivated land had increased to 67 acres,
which produced root crops, cabbage, milk, eggs and
wool. Hollett's Cove, with 71 residents, followed a similar
routine, sending one vessel and six men to Labrador and
supporting its own lobster factory with 286 traps. In ad-
dition to fishing and farming, the community also cut
railroad ties, as did the Hollett’s Tickle 25 residents.
In 1912, a May fire destroyed half Squid Tickle's 60
houses and all public The three it

joined together and became the combined settlement of
Kingston, which was named Burnside as a reminder
of the fire in 1921.

The cod, seal and Labrador fisheries were the main
activities, with fishermen joining the sealing ships at

St. Brendan's ferry at Bums\d.

Pool’s Island by Badger’s Quay on the Straight Shore.
In 1921 seven vessels went to Labrador. In the next
decade the railway and construction attracted many
residents away from fishing, yet in 1935 the population
of Burnside was 178 and activities were fishing and far-
ming. Cod traps and salmon nets were evident at this
time, with a few herring nets and caplin seines. A total
of 50 acres was farmed, and the area produced a harvest
of plums, cherries, strawberries and gooseberries. Pro-
duction of 3,940 gallons of milk and 2,385 dozen eggs also
indicates that livestock farming was also thriving at the
time. A lobster canning factory owned and operated by
Augustus Oldford employed four people between 1942
and 1945.

By the 1970s only the lobster fishery was important and
most men were employed on construction projects. In
1976 there were 139 residents, 20 of them directly engaged
in the fishery and five in the local logging operation.
Many carpenters moved to Grand Falls and Corner
Brook when mills were expanded there, leaving fishing
as the major occupation. The St. Brendan's ferry was
started by Michael Ryan in 1966 and taken over hv
Winston Saunders in 1973.

St. Chads

The original name of the community was Dam the
Bell, corrupted to Damnable and stemmed from an in-
cident in the 1740s or 1750s. Its protective harbor offered
a temporary haven for a pirate ship pursued by a British
warship. The pirate captain managed to find an inner
cove, where the ship could lie in hiding, and his escape
appeared to be secured even after a boat was launched
from the warship anchored outside the harbor.
Unfortunately, one of the pirate crew bumped into the
ship’s bell and alerted the sailors to the hiding place. The
spoken expletive reminded everyone of the incident for
a number of years. The name remained uncorrupted un-
til at least 1879, but was changed to Dangerous Bay by
1900

. e
The community does not appear in census records un-
til 1911, when its population stood at 51. By this time the
present name of St. Chads, derived from the name of a
medieval bishop whose feast day is on March 2, was in
use, Lobster fishing, sheep and poultry farming, and the
cutting of railroad ties all provided a living for the 10
Church of England families. By 1935 the population had
risen to 84 in 22 families, with cod traps, the Labrador
fishery and poultry farming all important components
of the local economy. In 1945 the population stood at 97
and fishing was the only occupation.
This situation remains at present and the community
has a high proportion of retired and older ciﬁzens.u;|
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Eastport

The community was first settled by residents of
Salvage in the 1860s. Earlier settlement was probably
avoided because of the open location and easy detection
by naval authorities. It was first known as Salvage Bay,
then New Salvage and Brighton after the English seaside
resort, before being named Eastport by an amendment
of the Post Office Act in 1915.

Henry Dyke built the first cabin in the fall of 1865, but
it was destroyed by fire. Joseph and William Squire, who
built cabins on what is now South West Beach in the fall
of 1868, were the first permanent residents. Samuel
Napier settled at Rocky Cove on the south side of

before moving to Sandy Cove and he was
followed by 45 others in 1869, including the Dyke, Moss,
Babstock, Crisby, Bull and Penney families. Settlements
grew up from Penney's Cove, named after a family from
Keels, along the beach to Clay Cove and Carmen’s Cove.

The most noted resident in the 1860s was James
Burden, who had started to clear land for farming as ear-
ly as 1865. By 1869 his farm was cited as one of the best
farms in Newfoundland, and he was given title to 107
acres in January 1870. Another farm was run by Ken-
neth Farwell, and both men encouraged the growth of
agri . By 1874 the ion was 72, all Church
of England members. A total of 50 tons of hay, 60 bushels
of oals, 640 barrels of potatoes and 336 pounds of butter
were produced.

Holy Cross Church of England Church was built in 1890
and completed on September 14, Holy Cross Day, from
which it received its name. Prior to the construction of
the church, priests travelled from Bonavista and Trini-
ty Bays, the first being the Reverend H.M. Skinner in
1868. There was also a school in the community by 1880.
The first schooners were built by Joseph Squire in the
1880s, and by 1891 the population had risen to 111, of
whom 22 were fishing and three farming. Although a
larger area had been cleared around the community,
crops were only about half the 1874 figures, possibly
because the local school had attracted about half the
children who might otherwise have worked in the fields.

The population doubled to 223 by 1911. The school now

contributed significantly to the local economy. Seven
vessels with 45 men went to Labrador and there were
three local lobster factories. The 394 acres of cleared
land yielded 69 tons of hay, 1,247 barrels of potatoes, 417
barrels of turnips, 34 gallons of strawberries and 25
gallons of gooseberries in 1910. In addition, the seven
local farmers gathered 278 pounds of wool and 847 dozen
eggs. There were 21 resi d in
with 15,000 board feet of spruce sawn at the local mill.
By 1935 the community had changed its name to
Eastport and now had 345 residents. Farming and fishing
continued to be important activities for the 84 families.
The herring, salmon, caplin and cod fisheries con-
tributed to the incomes of half the population, but far-
ming continued to be important. Farm production
amounted to 109 tons of hay, 175 gallons of strawberries
and 289 gallons of gooseberries, 6,000 gallons of milk and
77 pounds of butter. Agriculture stood as the number one
industry in 1949, when over 1,000 acres had been cleared.
A community council was formed in 1955 and incor-
poration took place in 1959. The community remained
around 438 for 20 years. Between 1962 and 1967 the com-

had 47 pupils, and fishing, farming and lumbering all

munity councils of Eastport, Happy Adventure and San-
dy Cove attempted to get development funding from the

provincial government; in 1967 the Eastport communi-
ty council made a direct approach and a committee was
formed. As other communities joined, it became the
Eastport Peni C i for the D« of
Progress in 1968. This was one of the first development
associations on the island and the first co-ordinator was
Neville Squire.

The ARDA (Agrieulture and Rural Development
Agreement) program, which had 15 local projects on the
Eastport Peninsula was quite successful. As part of this
program, Edythe Goodridge of MUN Extension Service
organized the Eastport Festival in 1969, which was run
for over 10 years. The local theatre, which had previously
been a schoolhouse, was converted into a playhouse to
be known as the A. Prince Dyke Theatre, in honor of a

Holy Cross School

Holy Cross School gymnasium under construction.
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Jocal resident who drowned in 1970. The theatre now is
used mostly for movies.

The area became very popular for summer homes and
tourism in the 1960s following the establishment of Terra
Nova National Park, By 1976, the community had 567
residents, just five of whom were directly involved in
fishing, with 10 in farming and five in lumbering, two
sawmills being in operation at the time. Far more peo-
ple were involved in trade and service industries, trans-
portation and construction, and public administration.
There was & slight increase to 597 residents by 1981.J§§

Happy Adventure

Local tradition attributes the name of the settlement
to an escape from a pirate ship by an English fishing
captain, who saw it as a “‘happy adventure”'. The har-
bor entrance is very narrow and may have helped his
vessel to escape detection. Another local legend has it
that famous pirate Captain Henry Morgan’s ship, The
Happy Adventure, was the origin of the name. Yet
another version credits Captain Holbrooke of the British
Navy who was charting the east coast of Newfoundland
in the 1800s when a fierce northeast gale forced him to
shelter in the cove to ride out the storm. He also saw his
good fortune as a ““happy adventure”. This derivation
is supported by the existence of Holbrooke’s Head just
above the present community.

Fishermen from early settlements around Bonavista
Bay visited the area in season from time to time, but
the first resident was reportedly a fisherman from an
English vessel in the late 1700s, 8 man named Turner
who came from Keels, Another early resident was said
to be a man named Albrooks, who lent his name to
another nearby headland. These were, however, still
seasonal residents.

The first permanent settlers arrived from Bonavista
in the 1860s. Three Powells arrived with a Henry Moss
some time after the settlement of nearby Barrow Har-
bour, By 1871, Lovell’s Newfoundland Directory describ-
ed the community as ‘‘a small fishing settlement...with
a capital harbour” and 50 inhabitants,

Local tradition has it that the Powells were Welsh ar-
tisans who had originally immigrated to Nova Scotia,
while the Moss family came from Devon, but other
sources suggest,that both families were already
residents of Newfoundland. Shortly after the area was
settled, the Matchems arrived from Bonavista, Hap-
Py Adventure was probably settled because of the ex-
cellent timber supplies gnd farm land, particularly as

i
Happy Adventure Sea Products

the growing Labrador fishery negated the need to be
near the inshore fishing grounds. By 1869 the settlement
already had 51 residents, mainly Church of England, who
built the first school between 1886 and 1891, but there
were Methodists in Powell’s Cove who also built a school.
In 1963 there were two two-room schools, one Anglican
and the other United. In the 1960s these schools were
combined in new buildings in Eastport, Both denomina-
tions, however, have churches in the area.

By 1891, Happy Adventure had grown to 146 residents
and the men were engaged in the Labrador, lobster and
cod fisheries. The local lobster factory employed 21 peo-
ple and packed a total of 297 cases, indicating that this
fishery was quite productive at the time. Some 20 years
later, about half the families had left, leaving 75
residents whose livelihood was fishing and lumbering.
Three lobster factories produced only a tenth of the yield
of 1891, but a sawmill was a welcome addition to the local
economy.

The building of the railway within reach of the
Eastport Peninsula provided further impetus to the
rapidly developing sawmill industry, including that
operated by Thomas Turner, one of the larger employers
in southern Bay. When pulpwood
became important in the 1930s, many local residents
moved away from the communities in the fall and
returned in the spring. By 1835, the community had in-
creased its population to 279 and was involved in fishing
and farming operations. The fishery provided salmon,
herring, caplin and cod, and farming produced plums
and cherries, b and

6,605 gallons of milk and 3,834 dozen eggs.

Sawmilling continued to be a very important feature
of the local economy until the 1850s, when Terra Nova
National Park was established in the main lumbering
area, but a small number of fishermen were involved
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in the salmon and cod fisheries and, until 1950, the
Labrador and herring fisheries. As part of the
Agriculture and Rural Development Agreement (AR-
DA) program in 1969, a lobster pool was started and this
has proved very successful. The local fishplant has also
provided local jobs. By the 1960s most people worked out-
side the community and there was very little sawmill-
ing activity.

The population has not changed much since the 1950s.
In 1951 it stood at 407, with about 20 families involved
insalmon, cod and mackerel fisheries. In addition, there
were 14 lobster fishermen. The community formed a
council in 1960, when the population was 415 and employ-
ment was split between service industries, laboring and
fishing. An indication of the fishing focus is the fact that
3,000 lobster pots were listed for the community.

The Happy Adventure Sea Products plant, owned by
Quinton Brothers, opened in 1979. In 1981 the population
was again slightly lower at 352, reflecting the loss of both
older and younger residents. The census listed many oe-
cupations, about half in the manufacturing, business and
service industries.

Good Shepherd United Church

Sandy Cove

The first to occupy Sandy Cove were probably Indians,
as birch coffins were found buried by the rivermouth.
Seasonal settlers came in the early 1850s, likely from
nearby Barrow Harbour, which had an excellent harbor
but offered little space for fishing rooms and farming.
By 1857, 32 people in four families were listed for the
area, including the first Matchem, who, according to
local legend, was a deserter originally named John Cuff.
In 1869, nearby Little Harbour had only 12 residents do-
ing some fishing, growing a few barrels of potatoes and
raising some goats and sheep. Five years later, there
were four families and 22 Church of England and
Wesleyan fishermen at Little Harbour. At the same time,
Sandy Cove came into existence as a Church of England
community with 32 residents in nine families. More than
half of the population took part in the seal fishery.

In 1891, only one family of nine remained in Little Har-
bour to fish and farm, but the population of Sandy Cove
had risen to 75. The first schooner was listed at this time
and there was a small herring fishery. By 1911 there
were 123 residents, four schooners fishing off Labrador
and important inshore fisheries for salmon and lobster.
The Quinton family ran a lobster factory at Greening’s
Point from 1901 to 1945. The first merchant, a Dyke, had
the misfortune of losing two stores to fires between 1925
and 1930. Farming was still important, but lumbering
had attracted 12 people and the King family had a mill

Caplin Guich

at Newman Sound on the other side of Swale Island. Lit-
tle Harbour showed a small increase to 14 people engag-
ed in the salmon fishery, but by 1935 the settlement was
no longer listed in the census. Sandy Cove, on the other
hand, had 160 residents and active salmon, herring,
caplin and cod fisheries. In addition, farming was pro-
ductive, as evidenced by 40 tons of hay, 20 gallons of
strawberries, 38 gallons of currants and gooseberries
2130 gallons of milk, 30 pounds of butter and 1,953 dozen
eggs, all from 66 acres of land.

Crooked Tree Park




DECKS AWASH — 15

The community’s population has changed very little
in the last 50 years, but the loss of the lumbering industry
that prowded work in the early 1900s changed the

is. The of Terra Nova
National Park in 1957 had already provided 35 jobs in
the service and construction industries by 1961, when on-
ly 10 fishermen were listed among the 156 inhabitants.
A similar situation existed in 1971, when most of the 158
residents were dependent on other than the small local
fishery. There was a revival of logging to some extent
in 1976, when three sawmills were in operation, but there
were just 10 fishermen in the community.

A slight increase to 187 residents in 1981 probably
represents the growing popularity of Sandy Cove as a
home for people working elsewhere. The community has
attracted a number of summer residents and new hous-
ing starts are evident on the unpaved road to Caplin
Gulch. Few of the older families now remain in the com-
munity.

GOSPEL

HALL

Barrow Harbour

This community in a cove between Sandy Cove and
Salvage was first used as a summer fishing station in
1676. Although the name has been considered as a deriva-
tion of one of the many towns named Barrow in England

named Wells and Powell. The King family followed from
Old Perlican in 1831. By 1836 there were 37 residents in
seven families. Most of the early settlers came from
Bonavista, while those on the neighboring islands came

it seems unlikely that immigrants from
England would use the name of a town in nort.hem
England for their settlement. A more interesting
speculation is that the name was originally Barrel Har-
bour, a name given it when barrels from a Spanish
galleon sunk by a British naval frigate in 1762 were
discovered in the harbor.

Soon afterwards, it was used as a fall and winter base
for trapping, sealing and salmon fishing by B. Lester &
Co. of Poole, Dorset. Large numbers of marten, otter,
beaver and fox furs were traded in the 1760s. The set-
tlement proved to be an important naval refuge during
the Napoleonic Wars 1796-1814, but it was mainly a supp-
ly and trading depot for Greenspond and King's Cove
fishermen and merchants.

First mentioned as a permanent settlement in 1831,
Barrow Harbour was probably settled in 1826, at the
same time as Flat Island and Broom Close. The first
residents were two brothers-in-law from Bonavista,

from Gr d and Port de Grave.

By 1869 fwo more families had arrived to bring the
numbers to 53 residents. The new families were
doubtless attracted by the seals that could be caught in
nets set outside the harbor.

1n 1891 only one family of 10 remained as fishermen-
farmers, but three more families had raised the total
to 23 residents by 1911. The Labrador fishery remained
important until around 1921, but the community had all
but vanished by 1935, when one family of four, the
Hapgoods, grew some crops and kept livestock in the
community before leaving later in the year.

The first road in the area bypassed Barrow Harbour,
which was still only accessible by boat and paths through
the woods. Families moved to Salvage, Sandy Cove and
Happy Adventure. The community was closer to
Salvage, but people attended the United Church in Happy
Adventure.
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Salvage

There is little doubt that the origin of the communi-
ty’s name was the old Spanish word “‘salvage” (now
“salvaje”) used to describe local inhabitants, probably
Indians. The Basque name may also have inspired
names such as Indian Head, Wild Cove and Savage Har-
bour, none of which have survived. Other derivations
suuat a corruplion of the French “sauvage” or wild,
from which items
weresalvaged Like Ihesuggeslion that the name could
have originated from “being on the edge” of the sea in
the same way as material “‘salvaged” from the edge of
a bolt of cloth, these theories are less solidly based in
fact.

Apart from Basque fishermen, the first in the area
were English hunters in the 1600s around the site of the
present fishplant. A few planters were said to be pre-
sent in 1670 and the first permanent settlement was
established in 1702. Well established by the early 1700s,
it was the first community in the area.

Salvage actually consists of a number of communities,
some of which remain in existence, while others did not
survive the end of the Labrador fishery. Apart from Bar-
row Harbour, which a distinct un-
til its demise, there were settlements at Bishop's
Harbour, Broom Cove, Broom Close, Back Harbour,
Salvage Bay Road, Wild Cove and Sailor’s Island.

The first visit to Salvage by a Church of England
bishop was in June 1827 when the Right Reverend John
Inglis, Bishop of Nova Scotia, confirmed 49 people dur-
ing a tour of Newfoundland on H.M.S. Orestes. A school
with over 50 pupils had its first teacher James R. Sheldon
in 1823 and by 1836 there were 45 pupils under teacher
John Sainsbury. The Right Reverend Aubrey Spencer.
the first Church of Bishop of
visited the community on tours in the early 1840s, shortly
after the diocese of Newfoundland was established. St.
Stephen'’s Church of England Church was built in 1865
and the first United Church was built on the Andrew
Dykepropertyandhterrq)hoedbyachmchontheBert
Oldford property. This was taken down in 1916.

's Harbour was not listed in the 1874 census, but,
by 1891, it had attracted 201 Church of England residents
in 33 families. The herring, salmon and cod fisheries
were all important and the 88 sheep on pasture around
the community contributed 414 pounds of wool that year.
By 1911, 45 families lived in the community with only 189
residents listed. Themwereﬁmenpmwmgun

Northeast Arm picnic area sign.

Labrador fishery and six lobster factories packed 60
cases and employed 14 local people. Some quantity of
wool and eggs were also produced and the community
listed a teacher and a merchant among its residents.
By 1935, Bishop's Harbour had already declined to 81
residents. Two businesses, however, continued to sur-
vive, three vessels left for Labrador, and cod traps,
salmon and herring nets, and caplin seines were set. The
total of 1,323 dozen eggs and 55 gallons of gooseberries
suggests that farming was important to the 27 families.
Broom Close was settled by William Hefferan, who
came from Belfast in 1771 and had a total of 15 children
from two marriages. In 1836 there were two Church of
England families with seven people in fishing,
and as late as 1874 the settlement only had one family
of 10 who depended partly on the seal fishery. By 1891
an influx of Methodist families swelled the population
10 45 in nine familes, but 20 years later, only Pearce Hef-
fern’s family remained, but they, too, had left by 1941.
Mpua(cshnpsmsunkinﬂeﬂems&rveandme

in the early 1800s, but the settlement was never listed
sepantevly in census documents.
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wild Cove either got its name from the wild waves that
preak on the rocks or from an English translation of
wsalvage” and was first used as a home by Thomas
Rogers and his two sons in 1887. A census four years later
Jisted two Church of England families with 15 people
engaged in fishing and some farming. By 1911, only
seven people remained, but they were able to catch
salmon, cut firewood and produce wool and eggs suffi-
cient for their needs. Gilbert Heffern and his family mov-
ed to the community in 1927 and the 1935 census indicates
one Church of England and two United church families
farming the area until 1941.

Dark Cove (or Harbour) originated some time before
1891, when five Church of England families were in
residence. Fishing appears to have been the reason for
its establishment, although some of the 30 inhabitants
were farming the five cleared acres and two were listed
as office workers. A total of 27 people continued to lead
a fairly independent existence in 1911, with lobster
fishing, farming and lumbering all taking place. Nine
families still lived in the area in 1935, when farming
seems to have occupied most of their time.

Sailor’s Island was established some time before 1869,
when it had 52 inhabitants engaged in fishing and farm-
ing. The community grew around these occupations and
by 1891 there were 80 residents, including 11 men fishing
off Labrador, and a school with 40 pupils. It had a lobster
factory in the next 15 years and a maximum of 12
families, including Thomas Fish Parker, who ran the
local school. Other lobster factories had operated at
Tillies Cove, Barrel (Barrow?) Harbour, Smokey Hole,
Dark Cove Point and Broom Close. When lobster pack-
ing declined in the 1930s, the community dropped to 50

dustries. In 1976 the population stood at 240, with most
engaged in fishing.

Samuel Brown ran a mail boat from Port Blandford
to Cape Bonavista and Wesleyville. P. Janes now

people by 1935. Many families sought work el
and the settlement soon disappeared.

Salvage itself provided a home for a growing number
of fishermen-farmers and it became an important
coastal community on Bonavista Bay. In 1836 there were
already 181 members in 30 families and by 1869 the
Church of England claimed 453 in its congregation. Half
of the 155 children were in school and the 83 families con-
tinued to fish and farm. The total of 10 sealing vessels,
64 boats, 192 nets and seines and 58 seal nets and 73 men
fishing off Labrador indicates the importance of fishing.
Similarly, 135 cultivated acres of land, 1,153 barrels of
potatoes, 122 sheep, 127 pigs and 45 goats suggest that
farming was not far behind. The figures for 1874 show
a further increase in both activities, with 101 men fishing
off Labrador and the production of 55 tons of hay and
300 pounds of butter.

At one time as many as 40 schooners went to Labrador,
each with a crew of 6-12, but numbers declined by 1891
when the population had fallen to 390. Two lobster fac-
tories employed 36 local residents, who packed 530 cases,
but fishing and farming were both less productive. By
1911, the number had dropped further to 277 residents,
but a few businesses and government offices provided
a measure of local employment outside the fishing in-
dustry, which included one small lobster factory. By
1835, only 192 i but five vessels
to fish off Labrador and both herring and salmon com-
plemented the cod fishery. Apart from 1,823 dozen eggs,
fﬂnnproﬂmnohngerappearedmmremms

In 1961, amalgamation with the smaller communities
ralsed!hepowlauonwm half fishing and the re-
mainder in lumbering, construction and service in-

a fishplant. As its ARDA project the community
chose to establish a museum in 1968, using the former
home of Maxwell Lane, a member of J.R. Smallwood's
government 1956-69. This house, bought by Wilfred Hef-
fern in 1947, had been built of pine lumber and clapboard
by the Lane family in 1873. The museum, which is look-
ed after by the Heffern family, receives over 15,000
visitors each summer.
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Alexander Bay

nyone driving along the
Trans-Canada Highway bet-
ween Glovertown and Gambo
can't miss the evidence of the
major fire that swept through the
area in July 1979. That new
growth is springing up to replace
the old is not at all surprising, but
what is amazing is that a farm ly-
ing in the path of the flames sur-
vived and indeed prospered.
The owner of the farm is Len
Moss, 78, of Gambo, and we have
a chance to tour the farm with
him and at the same time stock
up on fresh vegetables from the
roadside stand.

the area today

A roaring fire gathers no Moss

“I came here 22 years ago look-
ing for a challenge after trying a
good many other things,” ex-
plains Len who was born in
Eastport and knew the
possibilities of farming in the
area. “My original idea was to
landscape the area and bring in
lots of bulbs from Holland to
make the roadside attractive and
there was no thought of starting
a business. The lack of snow the
first winter put paid to that and
1 had to change my plans.”

Now the farm is very much a
family business and Len credits
his continuing interest and suc-

cess to the help of his grandson
and granddaughter, who are an
integral part of the business.
“When I first came here, my
youngest son was very interested
in the farm during his summer
vacations,” Len tells us as we
nibble on some delicious sugar
peas. “Now that he’s graduated
with honors from McGill Univer-
sity he’s no longer looking to far-
ming and if it wasn't for the
enthusiasm of my grandson I
would probably have lost interest
myself. He came here two years
ago after being laid off from
Labrador Iron Ore and he’s
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started to build a house by the
farm. My granddaughter is also
a great help on the farm. Farm-
ing is like a disease once it takes
you over. My family were all
fishermen in the Eastport area
but cnce I became involved in
marketing produce to local

retailers I couldn’t shake farming
out of me.
“The department of

agriculture had turned down
several applications before mine
and they tried to convince me I
couldn’t grow anything but tur-
nips on the land. I told them to
come back for a feed of corn in
August and I grew the corn on
land they said couldn’t support
any crops, I knew what could be
done with the soil and I had crops
to sell that first year. Having to
find wholesalers and retailers
was a nuisance so I planted three
acres of strawberries and waited
for customers to come to me.”

Frost took most of Len's
strawberries, but a visit to Car-
bonear one fall opened his eyes to
other possibilities.

‘I saw people selling unwash-
ed greens by the highway at a
good price,” Len reveals, “and
that gave me the idea of growing
greens and cleaning them up for
sale at a higher price. It worked
and we've sold $7,000 worth of
greens in one season that way.
Accidentally, I found I could
grow crops in sawdust, and it was
plentiful from an old mill-site. I
had one piece of land with gravel
too coarse to plant in, so I mixed
some soil with old pine sawdust
the color of chocolate and grew a
blue potato in it. There’s never
been bigger and better!

“I have farmed as much as 30
acres here, but at the moment
we're farming only 14 acres. We
have every kind of bean and pea,
squash, zucchini, pumpkin,
cucumber, broccoli, cauliflower,
onions, cabbage, kale, Swiss
chard, beet, rhubarb and plenty
of turnips, potatoes and carrots
for sale at the stand, and we also
grow lettuce, dill, savory and
garlic for our own use. The corn
took up too much space, although
it did ripen early in the season.
All the leaves go back into the

compost heap and eventually
back into the fields, which makes
the land better each year. The
result is that I have never had to
use any insecticide even when
there are caterpillars and bugs
around. I'leave them to the birds
and other natural predators.”

Len also has good crops of
plums, pears, apples, red cur-
rants and gooseberries, although
he lost a few fruit trees to the fire
that swept by in 1979.

“I credit the escape of the farm
to the fact that we were surround-
ed by alders,” he comments. “We
were home in Gambo when the
wind changed direction one even-
ing and the Mounties wouldn’t let

Red pine stand by Moss's farm.
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us in. We were told everything
was gone. Imagine our surprise
when we arrived a day later and
found none of our 300 hens and 70
geese and ducks had smothered
in the smoke surrounding the
farm. The ground was scorched,
but most of the crops weren’t up

through the ground and survived.
We did lose about 60 fruit trees,
but the greenhouse was missed
by about three feet. Thousands of
young red pines were destroyed,
but the older trees made it
through and the blueberries were
incredible in the fall.”

Six years later, the new
highway is farther from Len’s
farm, but a roadside market has
solved the problem of sales.
Local residents and visitors from
the mainland and Labrador know
the value of fresh produce and as
we drive off business is brisk.[f§

orman Smart of Glovertown

is 35 years old with a wife,
Patricia, from Prince Edward
Island and one child. The last 13
years have been spent operating
a sawmill by the Trans-Canada
Highway near Alexander Bay
station with two uncles, Harold
Smart and Martin Sweetapple.
When we arrive the mill is buzz-
ing with activity, but we catch
Norman on his lunch break.

“My father and Harold had a
small mill in Glovertown,”’ Nor-
man informs us, “but when my
father decided to call it quits, we
got together and built the mill
here by the highway. It hasn't
been easy, especially since we
lost the mill and some timber in
the 1979 fire and had to start
again from scratch with some
help from Rural Development.
Ninety-nine per cent of our pro-
duction is spruce, which we ship
as 2 by 4s up to 2 by 8s to St.
John's, but we do cut some fir and
aspen as well. Two years ago the

Where the Smart money goes

Norman Smart by a locally cut white
spruce log.

provincial government ex-
perimented with aspen for
mouldings and that has given us
a new market. Last year we
started cutting pulpwood for the
first time, only about 500 cords
last winter but the fir byproduct
is important when you're clear-

Logs and sawn lumber being stacked at Smart’s mill.

cutting.

“It’s hard to get equipment,
especially skidders, into the cut
sites because of the rocks so we
try to stay on the level ground
wherever possible. Our biggest
problem is that most of the old
trees are on Abitibi-Price and
Kruger land that is not being cut,
but I hope to get some help for
sawmillers as vicepresident of
the Newfoundland Lumber Pro-
ducers Association. Business is
picking up across the island and
12 houses are being built in
Glovertown this summer. We
can’t keep up with the demand
with no roads being built to the
wood and our situation is no dif-
ferent from many other pro-
ducers.”

Norman would like to see the
provincial government put more
money into local production.

“What people don’t realize is
that we only produce 30-40 million
board feet in a good year on the
island, while 100 million board
feet come in every year from the
mainland,” he points out. “Small
sawmill undertakings employ as
many people as Abitibi-Price and
Kruger, but we’re not getting the
same support from government.
I have to turn workers away all
the time because we can't pro-
duce any more than we are now
on a 9-hour day, 5-day week
schedule. At the peak time of the
year we have 25 people working
here, all but two from the Glover-
town area and we also buy logs
from Glovertown, Traytown,
Sandringham and Gambo
residents and squares from
smaller mills.”

It may not be as busy as in the
pre-war days, but work in the
woods is still a way of life in the
Glovertown area. N
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Glovertown

Community service in his blood

t a time when some com-

munities are having difficul-
ty in recruiting people for town
councils, Glovertown is fortunate
enough to have a mayor in his
fourth term who is seriously con-
sidering running again in
November. The mayor also finds
time to run an ambulance ser-
vice, hotel, insurance agency and
funeral service.

“I was appointed by the
Lieutenant-Governor in 1962,
says Caleb Ackerman, 65. “At
that time there were no elections.
The first election was in 1965 and
I've been involved in local
government ever since. That first
term we started to negotiate for
services with the department of
municipal affairs and John
Pickersgill who then represented
our district of Bonavista North.
Now we're included in the
Gander-Twillingate district. We
were granted the first phase in
1965 and brought the first water
from North West Pond. At that
time because Glovertown was on-
ly partly incorporated we could
not get the complete system. The
full incorporation did not come
about until 1972,

“We have a $1-million phase
this year to tie in‘most of the
houses to the system. That’s quite
an achievement in 20 years.
There has been a lot of develop-
ment over that period including
the paving of many side roads.
The town should be able to find
the 40 per cent needed to improve
the main roads and the remain-
ing side roads when the province
can come up with their 60 per
cent. We have a town with all the
facilities to keep our older
citizens here, but we still don’t
have enough industry for younger
people. We do have the shipyard
and the sawmill, jobs in Gander
and Terra Nova National Park
and some opportunity from
fishing, but they’re not enough to

find everyone work.”

Caleb’s early years were spent
in the same way as many of
Glovertown’s residents.

“Iwas born in Greenspond and
then we lived on Fair Island,
where my grandfather and father
had a business,” he tells us. “My
father came to Glovertown for
lumbering in the late 1920s. I was
only 10 and my sister was about
12 at the time. My father was a
fisherman and owned a schooner,
but he decided to stay here and
went to work with the Anglo-
Newfoundland Development
Company in Terra Nova until he
was 70 years old. The population
of Glovertown sprung up over-
night in 1950-1955 with an influx of
people from Bragg’s, Flat and
Deer Islands and reached 2,100.
Now our population is over
2,400.”

This means an added respon-
sibility for Caleb and his council.

“We have 20 new homes going
up this year and that's encourag-
ing for the community in terms of
tax dollars,”” he admits, but adds
that not all the consequences are
favorable. ‘“Price Newfoundland
is selling some of its building lots
near Culls Harbour and the
prices are very high considering
the location and the fact that they
are unserviced. I'm also a little
disturbed by a deed of con-
veyance the town signed that in-
cluded the old sulphite mill. This
passed on the responsibility for

the mill to the community. Land
is being sold for building lots near
the old mill which I consider to be
a hazard, particularly to young
children.

“We've always been fairly for-
tunate with youth employment,
but there’s still a lot of children
coming out of school with no work
for them. Many of our Grade 12
graduates have to leave the com-
munity, but over the years our
graduates have done well
wherever they go.”

Tourism development has not
yet brought any major results in
the area and Caleb has noticed a
decline in recent years.

“We've been 40 years in the
hospitality business,” he com-
ments, ‘“‘and for a long time it
was hard to find people accom-
modation, but this year there’s
been no problem at all. In fact,
we've been down this summer.
Bus tours have gone down this
year and the costs are so high
now. We've always had a lot of
Newfoundlanders staying here
and touring the area in the school
holidays, but we haven’t had as
many people this summer.
Business travellers don’t use the
area any more. In the early 1960s
the major part of our business
revolved around the sample room
we built for salesmen to display
their goods. That continued until
the early 1970s. Most people shop
for dry goods in Gander. That’s
the trend now.” ﬂ

O’LEARY AVENUE
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Wondering about

anda Dove, 23, is just

finishing her shift at the
kiosk at Malady Head cam-
pground in Terra Nova National
Park when we pull up to talk to
her. She is concerned about the
future.

‘“You don’t get enough career
guidance at school,” she con-
tends. “‘Most of the kids I went to
school with have moved away,
but some have returned to
Glovertown. I have my bachelor
of education and my bachelor of
arts and I'd like to teach, but it
doesn't look too good at the mo-
ment. I have an interview this
week for a job as a life skills in-
structor to handicapped adults in
Bay Roberts. I hope to teach
social studies in high school,
especially special education.”

Wanda was not able to find
employment the first year out of
school in 1980, but she has been an
integral part of the visitor ser-
vices staff in Terra Nova Na-
tional Park since 1981.

“I started working with the
park that summer," she informs
us.

“Ilike the job, but I don’t know
if I'll be back next year. I've
worked in all the visitor services
locations as an attendant and one
fall I worked as an outdoor skills

the future

Wanda Dove

-instructor. My younger sister,
Lori, has applied for work here
next year.”

Wanda was only three when the
family moved to Glovertown in
1965.

‘‘My father was from Harbour
Grace and he was working on the
railway when he met my mother
in St. John’s. He moved to Alex-
ander Bay Station with the
railway. There were several

young to remember what it was
like there. I have two sisters. San-
dy is two years older than me and
Lori is five years younger.”
Having spent the last six years
at Memorial University, Wanda
has had little time to spend in
community work, but she has
managed to fit in a few games of
softball. Before we leave, we take
a photo of her at work, despite
her insistence that she isn't

families in the ity at that
time,"” she recalls, ‘“‘but I was too

Our readers can

;udge for themselves.

eing a teacher in Glover-
town can be a difficult job,
especially when you are in
charge of Grades 8 to 12, but for-
tunately Stan Sparkes has other
interests to keep him occupied.
“I'm working on a history of
Glovertown,” he tells us. “It’s
been a year since I definitely
decided to write the book and it
came about as a result of the suc-
cess of the United Church Centen-
nial Review in 1983, which I
edited. The market was the 127
families in the area, but we had
to get another 300 printed after
the first sales. That told me that

there was probably enough in-
terest for a book. If I can sell 300
copies I should be able to break
even, but I know it’'s a gamble
and I don’t mind losing some
money on it. To tell the story I'll
be using my relatives and people
from all round the community.
There's potential in New-
foundland for a major publishi
project in history if someone can
come up with the investment
capital.

“I'm chairman of the board of
Central United Church and I was
very much involved in writing the
history of the church. In the 1890s

Sparking an interest in the community

Stan Sparkes
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