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in 1822. Genera tions of pare nts have read this
poem to their children on Chr istmas Eve. The
poem seems to encompass the magic of
Christmas. Xo matter how often we read it, the
lines never cease to capture our imagination.

Christmas is a time of traditio ns, of renewal, of
celebratio n. Many custo ms are old; others are
new. Such Christmas music as " God Rest Ye
Merr y Gentlemen" and "Ji ngle Bells" are old;
others like " Mary's Boy Child" and " Rudolph the
Red-nosed Reindee r " are relatively new. One new
song is " It's Christmas Time This Year " with
music by Lee Holdridge and words by Carol Con­
nors . It sta r ts:

ew piece
th Placido

smile in

We know, too, th-at~ "'C::-hr"'i"'st-m-a-s-c"a"n's~~d
because of bereave ment or because our families
are spread far and wide. But Christmas is a time
for reflection. It 's a time to remember . It' s also
a time to count our bless ings and be thank ful.

We thank you all: our subscribers. our readers,
our adve rt ise rs, the univer sity , our staff,
everyone.

May you have "visi ons of sugar plums dance in
your heads" , and "s nowflakes soft as kisses in
your hair " .
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from the editor
'Twas the night before Christmas. wten all
through the tiouse
.'\'ot a creature was stirring-not even a
mouse:
The stockings were hWIgby Iht' chimney with
care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be
there.

Dr, Clement Clarke Moore wrote this Christmas
favorite for his own children over 160 years ago
in 1822. Generations of parents have read this
poem to their children on Christmas Eve. The
poem seems to encompass the magic of
Christmas. No matter how often we read it, the
lines never cease to capture our imagination

Christmas is a time of traditions, of renewal. of
celebration. Many customs are old: others are
new. Such Christmas music as "God Rest Ye
Merr)' Gentlemen" and "Jingle Bells" are old;
others like "Mary's Boy Child" and "Rudolph the
Red-nosed Reindeer" are relatively new. One new
song is " It's Christmas Time This Year" with
music by Lee Holdridge and words by Carol Con­
nors . It starts:

Angds sprinking moondust evervwnere.
Snowflakes soft as kiSSt':> in your hair,
Children hoping old Seint I\'ick witt soon
appear
Once again it's Chris/mas time this year.

There's an exce llent rendition of this new piece
on the CBSalbum entitled Christmas witn Placido
Domingo. It's music that will make you smile in
much the same way as does Dr. Moore's poem.

we know. too. that Christmas can be sad
because of bereavement or because our families
are spread far and wide. But Christmas is a time
for reflection. It's a time to remember, It's also
a time to count our blessings and be thankful.

We thank you all: our subscribers, our readers.
our advertisers, the university, our starr.
everyone.

May you have "visions of sugar plums dance in
your heads", and "snowflakes soft as kisses in
your hair".
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history

Howley

T he community of Howley owes its na me to J am es
P. Howley ( IM7-191S),a govern ment geologist who

explored coal seams along the shores of Grand Lake in
1879. Howley and his as si stant , A.J . Bayly , explored for
minerals in the area in 1891, a nd the following year the)
surveyed the area for railw ay cons tru ction . In 189-1 , a
flag station and railway cross ing were established a t
Howley . B)' the mtd -rszos . because it was near la rg e
forested areas and on a major inland wa terway and
railway , the community had become a majo r logging
settlement .

Howley unttl the 1890shad been wilde rn ess , and the
earliest residents were probably railw ay a nd mining
employees. Later settlers ca me to work in the woods
from all over l"ewfoundland. These included the Cassels
from Great Harbour Deep , the Ivanys from Trinit y Bay,
the Barrens and Perrys from Notre Dame Bay and the
Martin , Kealing and Francis families from the Burin
Peninsula . When first mentioned in the 1901 census ,
Howle)' had 13 residents in two 'fa milies. By 1921 the
population was 20 in four Roman Catholi c, Churc h of
England , Methodist and Presbyte rian fam ilies. The
woods operation was taken over by the Internationa l
Pulp and Paper Compa ny, and by Bowater New­
foundland Limited in 1938.

The original site of Howley railway s ta tion was
submerged by the rising waters of Grand Lake follow­
ing the building of Deer Lake's main dam in 1925, bul
the new rai lway station became an important depot for
pulpwood destined Ior the paper mill at Corner Brook
The present United Churc h was buill in 1924 and the
Church of England Church followed soon after. A Roman
Ca tholic Churc h was also built in the community's ear­
ly years, but a fire destroyed it and the small congrega ­
tion held services in the Church of England Church. The
population in 1935was 479in 90 families and the Roman
Catholic, Church of Eng land . United , Salvation Army
and Presbyterian denominations were all represented .
There were 99children in school and six local businesses .
Farming was quite important with 30 acres of improv­
ed land producing hay, potatoes, cabbage and 30gallons
of strawberries. Livestock included 728fowl which sup ­
plied 3,081 dozen eggs.

Almost 500 loggers worked in the winter cutting

pulpwood for the Corner Brook mill . The comm unity also
had its own physicia n, K.W. Pa rsons.

By 1945the populatio n had grown to 6Tl with most men
engaged in woods operations. Farming development was
inhibited by the agricultural growth of Cormack,
although four broiler chicken operations supplied Cor­
ner Brook in the early 1!17~. The woods operations reach­
ed their peak in the 19505,after which the population of
Howley rapidly declined to 452by 1961and to 395by 1966.

Howley 's transportation links with the remainder of
the province were by railway a nd lake boats until 1968
w hen it was connected by road to the Trans-Canada
High.....ay , at which time the one-roo!O school closed and



local students were bused to Deer Lake. In the previous
school year there were 125 pupils in the Amalgamated
elementary school. The diverse origins of Howley's set ­
tlement are reflected in the five different denominations
in the community. Salvation Army . Anglican, United
Church, Roman Catholic and Pentecostal.

The population was 404 in 1976, with a slight increase
to 456in 110families by 1981. Forty-five of the communi ­
ty's buildings were constructed before 1946, 55 in the next
25 years, and 25 from 1971 to 1981. The 100 members of
the work force are employed in construction, primary
industries, teaching, clerical and processing jobs and
there is very little local unemployment.

It is also significant that the HQ1A.·ley area was where
the first four moose were introduced into Newfoundland
in 1904. It is thought these four animals were largely
responsible for the present island population of over
50,000 moose. It

Cormack

C ormack was started after the Second World War
by the Commission of Government as an agricul­

tural settlement to provide work for returning war
veterans. After a soil survey the gove rnment took over
30,000 acres of land in the Humber River area .

Government provided two plans for veterans. The plan
covering Cormack involved about 20,000 acres of land
six miles north of Deer Lake. This land was set aside
for 300 veterans. Soil surveys were undertaken for 110
farm blocks, and main and secondary roads were laid
out. Under the re location scheme eac h famil y would be
given 50acres of land, of which 10acres had to be cleared
before settlement. plus a six-room bungalow,a nd money
for barn construction, livestock purc hase and one
winter's maintenance. Under this plan 217veterans ap­
plied and 163 were approved. Prev ious farming ex­
perience or a year's trai ning course in Canada were
required before settlement. Of those who applied , 11had
farming experience, 44 went to Nova Scotia for train­
ing, seven to New Jersey, USA. and the rest to the
experimental farm at Mount Pearl.

Construction began in June 1945under the supervision
of K.W. Gillingham and D. Joy who had experience at
the Markland fanning settlement. Tractors ordered
from the USA were not available until midsummer of
1947,which held up clearing and road construction. The
first veterans arrived in May 1946 and lived in
bunkhouses until 96six-room bungalows had been built
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with the new owners completing the interiors. A staff
house was also built and the settlers themselves cleared
their land for 55 cents an hour.

Lack of funding restricted occupation and farming ac­
tivity . Only 90 of the proposed 300farms were cleared
by 1947and the first cash crop failed because of late plan­
ting and a late August frost. In the spring of 1948farmers
had no money for seeds or fertilizer and applied for $200
loans . The government initially refused but eventually
agreed to an advance of $200over two years . High fer­
tilizer requirements and potato disease minimized
returns and by late 1948 there were only 48 active
farmers grow ing potatoes, turnips, hay and root crops
on 362acres of cleared land . Marketing .....as undertaken
by the Upper Humber Farmers Association and the set­
tlers set up their Q1A.·n consumer co-operative. The set­
tlement was formally named after the well-known
• 'ewfoundland explorer William Epps Cormack in 1948.
the name chosen from a long list submitted by people
from all over Newfoundland.

Another oM)settlers were clearing land in 1949but a
September storm devastated the area and made repay­
ment of the government loans difficult. Of 92 farms
originally occupied, 15had been vacated by t950and 12
other settlers were no longer farming. With changes of
ownership only 70 farmers remained and about 50
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families were in residence. The small acreage cleared
made it difficult to keep cattle because of the lack of
pasture. The government paid $10.50 an acre to clear
land. but it cost nearly $IOOanacre to clear land of trees,
shrubs, boulders, rocks and weeds and then put in seeds
and spread fertilizer . Another problem was the lack of
electricity in the community. Bowaters offered free ac­
cess to the Deer Lake supply, but the $70,000 equipment
cost for distribution was too high. Yet another problem
was that nat freight rates only applied to a full carload
of produce and it was difficult to ensure full loads with
a central marketing system. The Newfoundland
Farmers Association initiated the first strict grading of
vegetables as an early measure ()f quality control.

A faU 1950effan to seU farms was largely unsuccessful
but a drastic price reduction enabled most to be sold in
1951, when 84 homesteads were occupied by farmers,
although only a few .... ere full time . The completion of
the Trans-Canada Highway to Deer Lake made the
marketing of produce easier. Most farmers sold direct­
ly rather than using the association which charged five
per cent.

As part of the program the government provided two
elementary schools and a grant to the Deer Lake School
Board to transport older children free to high schools
in Deer Lake . Few of the farmers. however, remained
Many had brought war brides with them from urban
centres who soon found the isolation too much for them ;
others found the dally grind and uncertainty of farming
unacceptable and left to seek better job opportunities in
west coast communities such as Corner Brook, Deer
Lake and Stephenville.

Apart from farming, residents with horses worked at
Herb Porter's woods camp by Grand Lake, while others
went with their horses 10Lomond. Many farmers work­
ed in the woods from January to mid-April to survive.
A lot of the wood cut in the early years was birch for
railway tit'S, although pulpwood became more Impor­
tantlater. Joe Wells, the manager of the 85-member Con­
sumers Co-operative Society, operated a bi-weekly stake
body truck freight run to Corner Brook.

The community gradually became a rural dormitory
community for Deer Lake with extra income for families
from part-time farming and logging . Most development
was along Veteran's Drive between Birch Road and
Maple Avenue . After a short period of growth from 325
in 1951to 486in 1961,the settlement had declined to 432
in 76 families by 1966.A community council was form­
ed in 1964and a new route for the TCH, which bisected
the community, was built in 1965. At this time, there were
112 pupils in the two elementary schools.

Residential development was encouraged by the com­
munity council in the 1970sto ensure basic services. At
the same time the department of agriculture was in­
terested in agricultural oevelopment, so there was some

A typtCal Cormack scene

disagreement over community planning . 1be population
in 1971 was at 561 in 100 families with the tabor force
distributed among forestry, industry, agriculture, con­
struction. transportation, utilities, commerce, service
and trade. Local employers included three sawmills, the
Co-op store, Humber Valley Farm Equipment and the
school board with 34 local jobs, but most jobs .....ere out­
side the community.

During the early 197OS, the district vocational school
at Corner Brook offered a course in pottery .....hich at­
tracted many local residents . Although the course was
phased out in 1975. it served to interest the Humber
Valley Development Association in the possibility of pro­
cessing clay from the Wild Cove deposits near Corner
Brook. A building was purchased at Cormack, but suc­
cessive operators were unable to make it viable and it
eventually closed.

In 1975 there were 12 full-time and 12 part-time
farmers who raised one or more of beef, dairy, hog,
broilers or root crops. By 1976,when the population was
672,only 20farms remained in operation, and Cormack
became even more of a dormitory for Deer Lake and
even Corner Brook. This type of development was aid­
ed by low land prices and few building restrictions.

In recent years the Newfoundland government has
tried to revitalize farming which had declined mainly
because of limited market access and competition from
mainland farmers. In 1977,Vegetable Marketing Associ­
ates Limited (VMALl was formed to help alleviate these
problems and co-ordinate marketing. The Department
of Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development
(HANOI built and equipped a centralized processing
building at Cormack in 1979,but a combination of fac­
tors ended the operations of VMAL in 1982.

TIle 1981population of 788 in 190families had 290 in
the work force, but youth unemployment was high.
Primary industries, transportation, construction,
clerical, sales and service, business, teaching and health
provided local employment. Over 60 per cent of the com­
munity's buildings have been constructed since 1971.

Cormack is spread over 20 sq. miles and has a high
proportion of fair to good soils among the most fertile
in Newfoundland and root crops and berries are grown
in the area. Sheep, dairy cattle and broiler chickens are
also raised, but three hog operations have closed down
in the last year. II



Reidville

T he first mention of activi t)' in.the area was between
1900and 1905when a sa wmill was built by a ~Ir .

Otisholm and operated at Trout Brook , about four miles
upriver from . icbolsville in what was later Reidville .
Chisholm had a steamboat named theSwallow which he
saki to Job Brothers who began the Humber Lumber
Company.

Settlemen t actually started around 19J.twith people
from Bonne Bay seeking woods work or jobs at the Deer
Lake power station. Two communities. Upper Humber
and Halcyon. listed in the 1935 census may have been
the sites of the original community . Upper Humber had
a population of :rT in five families with the Church of
England, United Chur ch and Salvation Army all
represented and there was one local business. There
were 24 acres of cleared land used for hay , grain ,
potatoes, root crops and cabbage. The Church of
Eng land community of Halcyon had a population of 19
in three families. The 11acres of improved land produc­
ed hay and potatoes and there were a few horses, cat ­
tle, sheep and chick ens . There is alsoa reference in the
1935census to the logging se ttl ement of Junction Brook ,
situated on the railway alongs ide Reidville. This small
community y, ith 36 residents had three acres of tmprov­
ed land Ior horses, ca tt le, sheep, goats and chickens. It
disappeared with the decline in rail traffi c and the
mechanization of logging.

By 1951 the com munity was listed under the present

T he community of :'\ichol~ville 0\\ es its name to
George Nichols who arrived from Cape Breton

Island in 1867to cut pine for what became Christopher
Fisher's mill in Corner Brook . He was one of the first
or many Nova Scotia loggers to arrive and he chose to
clear land in a n area on the west of the Humber River.
Although the main reason for settling was the abundance
of white pine. Nichols did some farming in summer.

A Methodist minister, Moses Harvey, travelled with
the governor of Newfoundland in 1878and wrote a detail­
ed account of the journey, including references to the
Nichols farm:

"The soil is a deep sandy loam a nd for the
growth of root crops could not be surpassed.
He had grown potatoes whic h weig hed eac h
three pounds, parsnips and carrots 22 inches
in length and beans and peas one third larger
than that grown in Nova Scotia . Ill' had rais-
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name of Reidville in honor of Thomas Reid, the first set ­
tie r . The population totalled 40which grew to 83 in 1956,
152 in 1961, and 240 in 1966. The Anglican elementary
schoo l had 57 pupils in t967-68. Reidville's growth con ­
tinued over the next decade to reach 355 in 1976, when
there were two small sawmills. Rumbolt 's dairy farm
and several small besmesses . Most employment ,
however, was provided by Bowaters oe the Department
of Transportation. The labor force in 1971 consisted of
30 in forestry, 10 in construction, business, service and
industry, and rive in agriculture, manufacturing,
transportation and utilities . Most development took place
between Trout Brook and Gulch Brook

Reidville was incorpo ra ted in October 1975, having
previously been part of the Deer Lake Planning Area .
Most la nd was orig inally leased from the Crown for
agricultural deve lopment, and was in private ownership
in 1976. St. J ames E lemen ta ry School had 39 Grade K-3
pupils in the 1975-76 schoo l yea r . By 1981, 70 ch ildre n
were in school in Deer Lake and the population had risen
s ligh tly to 413 in 80 fami lies of five re ligious denomina­
t ions . The work force of 110 is spread among construe­
tion, pr imary indust ry , transportat ion and service jobs ,
but unemployment is extremely high among those over
~~~~. ~

George Aaron NiChOls,Jr. at a woods till near NiChoIsviNe(pho­
to courtesy Chris Dennis).



Sig'l showing a hunting tradition along Goose Arm Road
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were 119pupils in the Anglican elementary school before
pupils were bused to neighboring Deer Lake schools.

Althoo.Jgh the community remains independent, its ser­
vices are mostly provided by its neighbor, which also
provides most of the community's employment. 11

The Nichols famity loun5t lodge (photo courtesy ChriS Dennis)Nid\otsville bridge

eda small quantity of wheat on an experimen­
tal basis and found it quite equal to Canadian
wheat ; clover and buck wheat also grew lux­
uriantly and he found the soil equally
favorable to the growth of flax."

Later the Nichols family built a large two-storey house
and boarded sportsmen who fished for salmon, and
hunted in the area . The Nichols children married and
built homes in the settlement, which became
Nicholsville . 1be first 2Sstudents in the one-room school
built by George Nichols, Jr. were all Nichols andthe first
teacher was Rosemary Chaffey from St. George's Bay.

The Nichols family cut white pine for Nova Scotia
shipbuilders and were joined by many agricultural and
mineral speculators in the 18905. Around 1890 J.P.
Howley and A.J. Bayly arrived to look for coal. The
search was unsuccessful but Bayly started a fann a mile
upriver from the Nichols family holdings and was the
first commercial fanner in the area. Supplies were land­
ed at Little Harbour, then taken to farms.

Afh"r 1900 a sawmill was operated six-and-a-half
kilometres above NicholsviUe until the original owner
sold his timber rights and river scow to Job Brothers of
St. John's in 191:6. In 1910the area above Nicholsvillewas
the site of a bituminous coal enterprise which lasted only
three months but produced seven rail carloads of coal.
It was mined by 100 men until the reserves were ex­
hausted. In 1916a geologist with the unlikely name of
T.Landing Mills prospected oil shale around Nicholsville,
but his discovery of oil shale deposits coincided with the
discovery of cheaper oil reserves elsewhere, and he left
after two-and-a-half years . The first railway ties were
sawn for the Reid Newfoundland Railway by the Nichols
family in 1919

By 1921, the population of Nicholsville was 53in seven
mainly Presbyterian families and the local Presbyterian
school had 19pupils. There were four part-time farmers
and one full-time, one lumberman and nine otherwise
employed. The farming bias of the settlement is in­
dtcated by the 100 acres of improved land for hay,
potatoes, turnips and cabbage and the horses, cattle,
sheep, and poultry listed in the census. Tbe area also
yielded a total of 30 furs worth $100in 1920.

By 1935the settlement had grown to a population of
75 in 13 Church of England end Presbyterian families
but just 49acres of improved land remained for hay and
cabbage.

A further increase in population took place after the
Second World War, partly as a result of settlement by
returning servicemen, and this increase continued over
the next two decades. The popuIatioo was 143in 1951,and
in 1966it had risen once more to 225in 40famiJies. There
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Deer Lake

T ra ppers in the mid -IBOOs discovered caribou of the
Humber River basin herd migrating from the

Norlhern Peninsula by a large lake which they named
Deer Lake . The modern community is located at the
lake's eastern end. Early trappers also found large
stands of pine 40 miles up the Humber River which
aroused lhe interest of Nova Scotia shipbuilders. Log­
gers came over from NovaScotia for the winter. return­
ing to their homes in the spring.

Agriculture started in the area after the 1870establish­
ment of Nicholsville. and by 1884 Deer Lake had 11
Presbyterian residents. when the first railway arrived
in 1898, A.J. Bayly surveyed a road from his farm to the
siding at Glide Brook . The building of the railway
through Deer Lake in 1898made it possible for food sup­
plies to be landed at Little Harbour and Lake Siding,
where most early families lived. The first trail cut by
George. 'ichols to Lake Siding was also used for the
teleg raph line, and later became the first road in Deer
Lake.

By 1901the community had 57 people. A contract to
build a railway to Bonne Bay in 1909was abandoned but
a Deer Lake to BonneBay high.....ay was built in the 192(l;.
Around 1912an engineer and surveyor named Myston
obtained a grant of land along the Humber River by
Glide Brook, where he tried sheep fa rming with the help
of a New Zealand farmer named Tib bits, but the opera­
tion fai led because of a high animal mortali ty rate and
the departure of both me n to the military in the First
World War .

Robert Gillespie Reid was one of the firs t to in­
vestigate the possibility of a paper mill in the Deer Lake
area after co-operating with H.J. Crowe to build a
number of sawmills. A three-year oil sha le pr ospec ting
sc heme during the F irst World War revealed res erves
of cr ude oil and ammonia sulphite in the local sha le and
the first surveys to establish a chemical mill were
started in 1915.The mill was never built but the ventu re
may have sparked the establishme nt of the New­
foundla nd Power and Paper Company Limited puJp and
paper mill at Corner Brook.

In 1911 the population was 68 in 11 ma inly Roma n
Cat holic and Presbyterian families. The Presbyteri a n
churc h school had one teacher with 12 pupils . The ce n­
sus listed four office workers, two Cull-time and 11 part­
time farmers, three mechanics, one logger, a s teamship
and a telegraph office. The 396 cleared acres produced
hay and turnips and livestock incl uded 17 horses , 25cat-

..... ~:.,,:"

Haulingwater at Deer Lake at the stert of construction (pho­
to courtesy Chris DenniS)
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tie, 170sheep, 11 pigs, 1 goat and 169fowl. Nothing was
listed Corforestry products . Ten years later, the popu.a­
tion had dropped to 17in six families and there were two
pa rt- time farmers, one government employee, one
lumberman a nd five others. By now only 12acres of lan d
were under cultivation.

Between 1922and 1925 the Newfoundland Products
Corporat ion Limited and Sir W.G. Armstrong Whitworth
a nd Company Limited constructed a hydroelectric sta­
tion at Deer Lake and today's community was born. The
origi nal proposal to construct a 336-metre dam along
Ju nction Brook to contain the water of Grand Lake was
reduced to 244 metres and the main power house was
completed in 1923.Construction started in 1922with drag
lines used tc dig the canal. A dam at Grand Lake regu­
lated the water in the canal and a gatehouse at Deer
Lake was connected to the powerhouse by nine large
flumes. Work was completed in 1925 and the mill was
operated by N~'foundland Pulp and Paper Company for
a year. After that the Bank of England ran it for the
bordholders until the International Pulp and Paper Com­
pany took it over . In 1937the Bowater-Ltoyds Company
of England bought the enterprise.

The settlement of Deer Lake began as a housing
development for the construction workers. Arthur
Green. who arrived there 7 November 1924as a 17-year­
old grocery clerk for Goodyear Humber stores, recalls
it was a town of tar-paper shacks. A string of company
houses lined Ntcbolsvtlle Road with more by the canal
above the town site, but living arrangements were
rodimentary Cormost of the thousand or so construction
workers. Construction wages ranged from 25 to 28cents
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Company store at Deer lake, 1925 (photo courtesy Chns Denms)

an hour and work continued around the clock. There was
some relief brought by bootleggers who transported rum
from Curling along the lake by boat at 75cents a flask.

On 24August 1925 the Nevdoundland Power and Paper
Company officially opened the hydroelectric statinn. Ar­
thur Green and his friends celebrated the event with a
football match but they did not get the day off. The pro­
ject was notcompleted until 1929. Man)"of the employees
remained in the area and turned to cutting logs which
were floated down the canal. Deer Lake then became
the service centre for the area with businesses spring­
ing up along Main Street which runs parallel to the
ra ilway track. During the 19208 Main Street suffered
three major fires. Some of the buildings were found stuff­
ed with empty soup and shoe boxes but little else. Ar­
son was suspected.

The railway had only a small office and freight shed
so when Goodyear's supplies arrived the entire staff of
21 was pressed into service. regardless of the hour,
transferring freight from the waiting train across the
street to the store. The first hospital was built in 1922
at about the same time as the railway station.

Deer Lake was also the southern terminus for the
dogsleds and teams of horses that carried the mail to
Bonne Bay on the first leg of the journey to St. Anthony.
Samuel Sheehan openedthe first privately-owned supply
store in the community around 19"25 and two years later
the Bayly road became the start of the Bonne Bay
highway. The Corner Brook highway was built and
upgraded for automobiles a decade later. The section
between Deer Lake and Corner Brook was completed
in 1937but was closed for a year because of a traffic

fatality .TIle community had T.M. Green as its local doc­
tor and the hospita l was operated by Bowaters.

The Church of England conducted its first services in
its new church at Deer Lake in 1925being served by the
Reverend Camp who made monthly trips by train from
Curling until the loca l parish was established in 1947.
This church served the community until a new church
was completed in 1972. The Pentecostal Church was
started in 1926when Charles March and Herbert Eddy,
two St. John's businessmen who had buill a meeting
place above their furniture business in Humbermouth
in 1925,took the train to Deer Lake in early June and
rented a meeting hall. Threats were made to burn down
the building, but a summer fire left the meeting hall in­
tact while burning down most of the block. The United
Church was included in the Grand Falls Presbytery, and
Major and. Irs. J. Pike represented the Salvation Ar­
my. The closest Anglican church was at Bonne Bay and
the closest Roman Catholic church at Corner Brook.

Several comm unities were listed in the 1935 census,
Deer Lake West had a population of 526 in 91 families
of Roman Catholic, Church of England, United Church,
Salvation Army and Pentecostal denominations. There
were 114children in school and seven businesses. Lake
Siding had a population of 47 and Deer Lake itself had
a population of 1.227in 241 Roman Catholic, Church of
Eng land, United Church. Salvation Army and Pente­
costal families. There were 162children in school a nd
10businesses. The amount of improved. land had doubl­
ed to &t acres .....bich raised hay. potatoes. cabbages and
:15gallons of strawberries, and pastured 65horses, 9cat­
tle. 11pigs, 64 goats and 1211 fowl. The 1935census also

Deer lake before Ihe TCH went through The hUb(caps) 01 the valley at St. Judes



listed a total of 22 furs with a value of $520 for the
previous year . The International Pulp and Paper Com­
pany emplo yed 300 loggers.

The canal system crea ted by the building of subsidiary
dams aided the tran sportation of pulpwood to Deer Lake
and caused an escalation of woodsoperations in the area
The town itself became a divisional headquarters for
woods operations for the Humber Valley and eventual­
ly for the whole of the Northern Peninsula . The town was
incorporated in 1951 with Phil Hodder as its first mayor.
Following the construction of the Department of
Highways depot in 1941,Deer Lake has been an impor­
tant highway maintenance centre for lJ'M: Bonne Bay and
Northern Peninsula areas . Prior to that . Baxter Taylor
from Hampden operated a snowmobile service between
Deer Lake and Hampden . By 1959the community had
five churches. six schools , seven garages. a bank . a
theatre, a post office , an RC!\IP headquarters and nine
hotels and boarding houses. It was also the regional
headquarters of the Department of Public Works. In 1958
a sewer system was first brought in with a treatment
plant added in 1979.

Further impetus to development was the completion
of a permanent airstrip in 1955and the innovation of
regular air services in l~l. The runway was extend­
ed in 1959, paved in 1963, and again extended in 1972. A
terminal building constructed in 1963was expanded in
1970and 1975to meet the growing demands of the steadi­
Iy increasing flow of passengers. The first flights by
Eastern Provincial Airways usedLockheed lOAaircraft,
but a regular jet air service using Boeing 737 aircraft
was initiated in 1969. Deer Lake airport traffic increas­
ed from 12,M6passengers in 19631088,160in 1975,largely
as a result of the introduction of the jet service.

The communities around Deer Lake include Spillway ,
Lake Siding, S1.Judes and Little Harbour with combin­
ed populations of 400in 1951,and 507in 1966.S1. Judes
had 15pupils in its Homan Catholic elementary school ,
but all other students went to schools in Deer Lake. These
communities are part of Deer Lake for administrative
purposes, but operate independently as local service
districts . A CBC-TV station was opened in 1964and a
tourist centre was under construction in 1966.In 1972a
new hospital clinic was built.

The local economy changed with the improvement in
transportation and communication services. Logging
declined from 31.6per cent of the total labor force in 1961
to 12.6per cent in 1971. although the number of loggers
remained the same. Growth in traffic on the Northern
Peninsula highway was an important factor in develop­
ment . and tourism with employment in service in­
dustries rising from 63.3per cent in 1961to 81.8per cent
in 1971.This clearly illustrates the shift from resource
town to service centre.

The town's population in 1961 was 3,998;10years later
there were 4,-121 with ~1 households, 258craftsmen and
production workers, ttl loggers, 127 managers, III in
service and recreation . 93 in transportation and com­
munication. 84 professionals and technicians, 72clerks,
67salespeople, 27mmers and just two farmers. By 1976
there were 62 trade establishments. 24 businesses and
12 transportation and utilities centres.

Other changes at Deer Lake are still under discussion .
The building of a shopping centre in Deer Lake was first
suggested in January 1979and prospective developers
of a mall visited the town in March and April of that year .
A 1979Task Force report recommending the dropping
of air service to Deer Lake in favor of Stephenville in

DECKS AWASH _ 11

The new Cltadef at Deer Lake
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the winter of 1980-81 mel with great opposition.
Deer Lake now serves as the regional educational cen­

tre. The Dt>er Lake Integrated School Board operates
two elementary schools, Elwood Junior High School and
EhHJOdHigh School. A new school .....as built after fire
destroyed the existing buildings in 1973.The Humber­
81. Barbe Homan Catholic School Board operates Im­
maculate Conception Elementary School and Xavier
High School For a number of years the Humber
Valley Development Association sponsored an annual
agricultural fair for the Humber Valley area. Starting
oct as a small event it gre w to a point .....here the Deer

Little Harbour

T his small community began as a landing place for
supplies and evolved separately from nearby Deer

Lake, The 1921 census shows nine residents in t.....o
families. One head of family ..'as a part-time fanner and
the other engaged in lumbering; between them they had
de Ired and improved 20 acres of land for sheep and
potatoes

By 1935 the population had increased to 136 in 23
Roman Catholic families with Tl children in the local

Pynns Brook

T ~~~~~~et~~e~ti~:~~:C;::nw~:s7:r~:~th~a~~[.
way company around 1930.In 1931the Carter family was
joined by Edward's sister-in-law Naomi and her husband
Douglas Tapp. The two families shared a house for a
time. There was no road although the company did sup-­
ply a phone. The train stopped twice weekly, bill the
Tapps and Carters were able to send letters and parcels
daily by the ingenious method of tying their mail to a
large hoop which the conductor of the speeding train
scooped up with his outstretched arm. Personal jour­
neys, though somewhat vigorous. were sometimes un­
dertaken to Deer Lake using the railway handpumped
trolley.

Other early families were Chaffey. Gordon. and
Specker. The community first appears in the 1935cen­
sus with four Roman Catholic and United Church
families for a combined population of 10.Only four acres
of land had been cleared for hay and pasture, and the
onlv livestock listed were 41 fowl.

Lake stadium was needed to housethe exhibits, produce,
crafts and machinery displays. The Association also
sponsored an agricultural conference at Deer Lake in
the spring of 1981 to look into problems being experienced
by farmers and to discuss future industrial prospects.

In 1981 Deer Lake's population was -1,348 in 1,160
families. About one quarter of the town's buildings was
constructed prior to 19-16, half in the following 25 years
and the remainder after 1971.Unemployment is fairly
low w ith 1,650in the work force. Construction, transpor­
tation. primary industries, service. sales and clerical
jobs are all well represented

school. Farming was still a part-time activity ....'ith just
seven acres of improved land used for hay and pasture
for a horse, 9 sheep, 15goats. and 12-1 fowl were raised.
The only other economtc activity was logging.

In recent years. logging has declined in importance
and the community is largely tied to Deer Lake for ser­
vices and employment

Arthur Samms of Lark Harbour moved to Pynns
Brook with his .. ite Susan in 19-12 to clear 25acres of land
to grow vegetables. There were around a dozen families
but no school, so Arthur built a one-room school in 1943.
It was in use by as many as 20children until 1957when
the few remaining Anglican stud2,nts were sent to the



Roman Catholic two-room school at nearby St. Judes.
Arthur Samms cleared land using a horse to draw

stumps and break the ground until 1957when he acquired
a David Bradley tractor. The Samms had a dozen sheep
and four cows and sold vegetables, strawberries, and
milk from the farm gate.

Although Pynns Brook had no church, Anglican
ministers such as the Reverends Gosse and Walters from
Deer Lake visited the community regularly throughout
the '405 and '50s to hold services in people's homes and
in the school.

The settlement's population reached a peak of 83 in

Pasadena

I n 1923 Leonard Earle visited the area now known as
Pasadena. Though he owned II acres of farm land

in St. John's 0([ Kennas Hill he was attracted to land by
Deer Lake. Earle discussed acquisition of the land with
paper company officials but the lalks foundered when
it was discovered the company did not own the land. Ten
years later, in 1933, Petter Mars put up 2,500 acres for
sale between Pynns Brook and South Brook and Earle
bought it. While the Earle family stayed in temporary
accommodation at South Brook, Earle built Pasadena
farm, naming it after the southern Californian town his
Newfoundland-born wife was living in when he married
her, He was to grow vegetables and keep the railway
supplied with eggs.

By 1935,the population of the new farming settlement
on the main railway line was 43. Census figures indicate
the settlement had 15acres of improved land.

The year 1935saw the first road surveys in the area
as the government sought to connect Corner Brook and
Deer Lake with a highway . In 1936Midland was started,
a government settlement located south of Earle's land,
and the highway was completed in 1937.Hugh Atkinson
from Bay Roberts, a young engineer on the highway pro­
ject, decided to stay and take up farming leasing 50acres
of unimproved land from Leonard Earle at a dollar an
acre in 1938.

"The land was wilderness covered with spruce, fir,
and birch trees, and at the time they looked huge,"
recalls Hugh Atkinson who had Iitlle knowledge of far­
ming. Working alone with a saw and an axe he started
felling trees but quickly got two other men to help.

"We pulled the stumps up by manpower using a
capstan and a long stick. Then we piled the stumps on
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1961,but declined slightly to 69 in 1966.It is now largely
a dormitory community for Deer Lake and Corner Brook.
with a provincial government forestry station as the
main local employment.

In the last two years the Department of Forest,
Resources and Lands has carried out a program of
prescribed burns on the south side of the Trans-Canada
Highway east of Pasadena at Pynns Brook. This project
is intended to replace stands of stunted, overmature and
dead trees with new commercial growth as part of a
forest management program to revitalize the west coast
logging industry .

New arrivals at Pasadena coming to settle the new commu­
nityol Midland circa 1938 (photo courtesy Hugh and Doris
Atkinson)

top of the brush and burned it in the fall. We managed
to clear five acres. Next year it was all covered with pur­
ple firewecd."

Hugh Atkinson's efforts were cut short when he left
in July 1938for Bonavlsta to survey another road, but
he returned the following year to dig a well. Cement to
line the well had to be shipped in iron barrels by Ayre
and Sons ofSt. John's. A surveying job for Bowaters then
took Hugh to Indian Bay.

"It was still the Depression and if there was the chance
of an extra dollar you took it," recalls Hugh.

In 1939Hugh was still trying to establish a farm at
Pasadena, possibly encouraged by an additional attrac­
tion in the form of Leonard Earle's daughter, Doris. The
matter was precipitated by Neville Chamberlain's an-

Pasadena circa 19305. Note ElliOtt and Elliotts. Pasadena's
first store (photo courtesy Hugh and Doris AtkInson) .

The railway at Pasadena CIrca 19405 (photo courtesy Hugh
and Doris Atkinson) .
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nouncement of war between Britain and Germany on 3
September 1939. Hearing the news at Bowater's camp,
Hugh Atkinson took the night train for Pasadena arriv­
ing at 3 a.m. where he woke Doris Earle and announc­
ed they would be married that day. The ceremony took
place that afternoon, 4 September 1939at the Anglican
Church in Comer Brook. By nighttime Hugh Atkinson
was back at his campsite in Indian Bay.

"We were very conscious that Newfoundland had been
supportive of Britain in the First World War, so we ex­
pected to go overseas any minute. There was a rush of
weddings. Dozens of our friends were married that
month."

But there was no sudden draft. Instead, Hugh Atkin­
son accepted an invitation from his father-in-law,
Leonard Earle, to work on the farm, and continued to
clear land for himself for what would ultimately become
Green Acres, a 450-acre dairy farm. Farming and wood
cutting became the economic mainstay of the area.

In 1946, Earle received a contract to cut 4 million
board feet of limber to build houses and barns for the
new government settlement at Cormack. The timber
was cut at six or seven small sawmills and went on un­
til 194ft Hugh Atkinson managed the operation and at
its conclusioo he built a cow bam and raised a dairy herd
on his own account. The Atkinsons stopped dairy farm­
ing in 1973to run a poultry farm. They were joined in
the fall of 1984by their son David and daughter-in-law
Barbara. David had worked previously for seven years
at the Agricultural Research Station, Ottawa. At present,
the Atkinson poultry farm houses 18,000layer birds.

The population of Pasadena was 226 in 1951. By 1966
it was up to 421 in 92 families a nd neighboring com­
munities increased the area's population to 685 in 1966
and 964 in 1971.The mai n attraction was the low cost of
buildi ng lots , about a third of those in Corner Brook.
More than 50 per cent of Pasadena's la bor force work­
ed outside the community in 1971, mostly in Corner
Brook. The Roman Catholic elementary schoo l had 221
pupils a nd the Anglican Churc h elementary school 72
pupils in 1967-68. An Anglican church built in 1956was
dest royed by fire in April 1982.

The growt h of Deer Lake's importance as a transpor­
tation centre arter the introduction of jet service in 1969
is reflected in the increase in Pasadena's population to
1,850by 1976. This increase continued in the next five
years and in 1981the town's population was 2,685in 685
families. There were 215 children in school and 115
university graduates in the town. The 1,100in the work
force were distributed among construction, transporta-

Humber ValleyUnited Church at Pasadena

tlon. sales, service, management, production, teaching,
processing, clerical and health. Deer Lake Integrated
School Board operates Pasadena Academy, a new high

Pasadena's first store is substantially the same as it was 50
years ago

Plowing. Midland-Pasadena area crca 1940 (photo courtesy
Hugh and Dons Atkinson) .



school in what used to be Midland , while the Humber­
S1.Barbe Roman Catholic School Board has Holy Rosary
School (K· 7) in Pa sadena .

The climate here is mild because of the protection of­
fered by surrounding mountains. This has led to the
establishment of a government experimental farm. The
Canadian Forestry Service also operates a field station
here, and the provincial wildlife and forestry services

Midland

M idla nd was established by people from the south
and east coasts under the Commission of Govern­

ment's 1930s program of agricultura l resettlement.
Many of the early settlers came from the Burin Perrin­
sula and Placentia , Conception and Trinity Bays . Far­
ming never, however, played an important role in the
local economy, although there were a number of small
farms marketing throu gh the Midland Co-operative
Society. Most of the res idents found work in the local
sawmill or in the woods as loggers for the Corner Brook
mill .

Plowing at Midland c. 1940 (photo courtesy Hugh and Doris
Atkinson).

South Brook
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have regional headq uarters in the community.

A new town hall was completed in 1981and Pasadena
has its own economic development commission. Tourism
and recreation are both expanding activities and there
are several cabin developments. The Bowater property
known as Westhaven Lodge was bought by the United
Church to be operated as a camp and the Salvation Army
operates Silver Birches camp. i1

Hugh Atk inson erMidland lumber yard . This was part of the
I'JlT'Der used to build Cormack (photo courtesy Hugh and DorIS
Atkinson) .

In 1935there were only 25 residents, but the growth
of Deer Lake and the need for cheaper residential land
by people working in Corner Brook led to a rapid expan­
sion and by 1966there were 265residents in 47families.
The community formally amalgamated with Pasadena
in 1969after 14years of joint services following its 1955
incorporation. Separate figures are not available since
then, as Midland is included with Pasadena in census
listings. The greatest development, however, took place
in the 19705. 11

South Brook originated as a rail station and logging
centre for Corner Brook before 1920.In the 1921cen­

sus it had a population of six in two Church of England
families, but expansion was rapid after the establish­
ment of Deer Lake. An early version of a snowmobile
arrived from Deer Lake to assist in the winter log haul
around 1929.By 1935,the population was up to 115in 21
Roman Catholic, Church of England and United Church
families, and there were 26children in local schools. The
community continued to be a logging and farming set­
tlement on the main railway, but farming was by then
very minor with only three acres of improved land for
potatoes and pasture for four horses. After 1938,
Bowaters employed as many as 100loggers in the winter
months and pastured company horses in the communi­
ty in the summer. The community's population was 225
in 1951,and had increased to 396 in 60 families by 1966.
Ten years later there were 78households and a popula ­
lion of 430. A tree nursery was proposed in the 1971
municipal plan but this has not materialized. Some flood­
ing in recent years ha s limited further growth. Major
flooding of the Humber River occurred in August 1973
after heavy rain. The population had increased slightly

Holy Rosary Roman Catholic church at South Brook

tom in 95mainly Roman Catholic families in 1981. Un­
like the neighboring town of Pasadena, unemployme nt
is fairly high among young people and women over 25.
The work force is fairly evenly distributed among jobs
in primary industry , construction, service,
transportation, production, office work and teaching.
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Pulpwood logs were corralled in the community at the
southern end of Deer Lake prior to their final run
downstream to the mill at Corner Brook. Bowater Park
was developed in 1926as a junior forest camp and was
converted into a public park in 1955.

In August 1985a plan was announced to protect and
enhance an area of 4,350 acres to be known as the
Humber Valley Reserve.

Lit tle Rapids

T :~i~:~sc:~;ru~~;~i~=~~O~~S:~:h~i~u~~;
River after establishment some time after 1935.By 1951
the population was at 86 doubling to 173by 1956.A fur­
ther small increase was noted by 1961when the com­
munity had 190residents. but by 1966it had 170residents

Steady Brook

A survey of the Lower Humber River in 19'17 initiated
development in the Steady Brook area. Headly

Wilton was one of the first settlers in the early 1930s,ar­
riving from Eastern Brook in Pasadena to be nearer his
job in the Curling fish plant. He started a store as a part­
time activity on retirement, and this was taken over by
his son John. L.oggingattracted many settlers soon after­
wards and in the 1930sfamilies from Corner Brook began
building summer homes to take advantage of the salmon
r-iver.

Logging really started in 1933with Thomas Thistle,

Logs on Ihe Humber River.

Under an agreement with Kruger the forest reserve ex­
tends from Transmission Brook between the com­
munities of Pasadena and South Brook along the south
side of the highway to Parson's Brook at the eastern lodge
of the Marble Mountain ski area. Firewood cutting under
permit by residents of the adjoining communities is
allowed

in 36 families. Further figures are not available as later
census records do not list the community separately. TIle
river narrows to a v.idth of half a mile from the lake­
like expanses by Pasadena Flooding occurred in
December 1m after a warm spell

and in the 25 }ears after a total of 11camps employed
an average of 50 men each. The population of Steadv
Brook rose to 137in 1951,172in 1956and 226in 1961.In·
corporation took place in 1953and for nearly 25 years
Steady Brook was the smallest incorporated communi­
ty in Canada. By 1.966 the population had fallen slightly
to 216 In 51 families. In recent Years Steady Brook's
population has once more increased 10 292 i~ 1976and
min 1981.This includes a total of 50 immigrants most­
~y from the United Kingdom U~mployment is very low
m the commumty wtth 170jobs In management. arts and
science. health, sal~, construction, primary industry,
processing and teaching. In 1966the largest overpass in
Newfoundland, at 1,400Ieet long, was completed over
the Humber River.

Most employment is now outside the community, but
the Marble Mountain ski development provides work in
winter. Employment has increased as a result of the ex­
pansion of skiing with trails for both cross-country and
downhill. The Marble Mountain ski area features a
number of downhill runs and a chair-lift that is open year
round, allowing excellent views of the area in summer.
A study of proposals to make the area an all-season

The Old fife steton al Sleady Brook
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cur wheneve r the Humber River is high after rai n or
snow melt. The worst floods occurred in May 1969,May
1972,January 1976, J une 1977,May 1978,May 1981,May
1982, April-May 1983 a nd August 1983, prompting a
hydrotec hnical s tudy of the Lower Humbe r River.
This study, which included a flood-risk mapping pro­
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the area toda y
Howley

Settling down to the job in hand

Eileen and Garland Winsor

I f you visit Howley these days
and ask who can tell you

what's going on in the communi­
ty, chances are you will be
directed across the railway
tracks to the mobile home where
Gar land and Eileen Winsor live.

Garland, 52, works for New­
foundland Light and Power, and
Eileen is involved in just about
everything that is happening in
town, including the council, youth
groups, and growing flowers and
potted plants. With so much on
their hands, it sometimes takes a
day or two to track the Winsors
down, but we're lucky and catch
them both late one afternoon.

"It can be pretty hectic,"
Gar land admits with a smile,
"my job requires me to be on call
for just about anything that
comes up. I was born a fisher­
man's son in Little Bay Islands
and fished for four or five sum­
mers until I went on the
freighters with the Northern
Canada Power Commission up in
the Yukon. I lived in Springdale

for awhile and worked in the Tilt
Cove mine. I was one of the first
to start there in 1953 and then I
moved to the Whalesback copper
mine and lived in Springdale for
six years. I met my wife at Tilt
Cove in 1956, she's from Round
Harbour and the two generating
stations I look after are situated
three miles either side of Round
Harbour.

"In order to take this job I had
to live in the area and I moved
here in July 1979. That was the
last of 17 moves in the last 23
years with only two employers.
In my working lifetime I've had
a lot of different jobs, but all my
moves have been because I
wanted to. I went to Churchill
Falls for four years, then
Whitehorse in the Yukon, back to
Goose Bay and then to Howley. I
left Little Bay Islands for good in
1962 to work with Brinex and I
may have made one overnight
visit since. I wasn't driven out,
but I was the last of the family
and there has been no reason to

Switching station at Howley

go back."
Since their arrival in Howley,

Garland and Eileen have become
very active in the community.

"When we came here there
were already people involved
with the development association
and they were nearing the end of
their term," Garland recalls.
"One day we came home and
there were tickets to the annual
dinner. By going there we ended
up as directors. Now we're near
the end of our term, but it's hard
to find someone else to take it on.
It's a similar situation with the
council which changes in
November. We've got our names
down for that. I like to get things
done right and I'll give it a try.
Eileen really enjoys the develop­
ment association work, but I
don't really have the time. I've
had to miss the last four
meetings.

"Without Marilyn Goodridge,
the organization wouldhave beenI on the rocks. She has a way of



getting things moving and using
the right a pproach with people.
You need someone like that.
Eileen started off the youth pro­
ject here and they did a lot of
work for the town. They cleaned
up the town, painted one of the
churches and the senior citizens
home, and cleaned up the war
memorial. Everybody agrees
that it was one of the best pro­
jects around . They were a good
bunch of young people with an ex­
cellent leader. If you've got a
good leader to organize things .
the project will go well. Eileen
would go out in the morning and
get them started, and it was no
problem gett ing the work done."

At this point. Eileen arrives
back from a youth group meeting
and provides more information

on the project to enable us to set
up interviews with some of the
students.

Befor e we leave. Garland
makes some comments that may
change a few readers ' con ­
ceptions.

"The summer before last . my
wife and I bought ourselves a big
motorcycle," he says . " We
travelled all over the place, most­
ly Sunday afternoon driving , and
thoroughly enjoyed it. Last year
we went on the .Ride for Sight'
and came up with S300 right here
in Howley. We were very pleas ­
ed with the response . A lot of peo­
ple don't appreciate the job that
most motorcycle clubs are doing
until they meet someone in their
own communit y."

"We've been here six years ,"

DECKS AWASH - 19

says Eileen. "and I've seen a lot
of improvement in the upkeep of
the area . A lot of newhomes have
gone up. Weworked like slaves to
get our site cleaned up and other
people did the same thing; it just
needs one family to get things
started. "

"You take flowers, for in­
stance," Garland adds. "There
were none around until Eileen
started growing them . Now
everyone comes around to gel
bulbs and cuttings ."

" I like it here : ' Eileen con­
cludes . " All my six children are
growing up and I get more time
to do things . • 've started
Brownies for the younger
children and I've been involvedin
just about everything else ."

~

Motivation and maturity

Pauline Samms and laura HiCkS

T hese days older people often
complain about the Jack of

indu striousn ess a mong the
younger generation. During this
Intern ational Youth Year 1985 a
group of students in Howley cer­
tainly did their best to disprove
the point.

Many of the people in the
Humber Valley are aware of the
various community beautifica­
tion projects undertaken during
the summer, hut no project is
talked about more than the youth
project in Howley. This strike-sus
as surpr ising. considering the
somewhat isolated position and
10 profile of the community. Ob­
viou sl y. the project 's nine
students are worth talking to. We
manage to find four of them and
wish we could have talked to the
other five.

The first student we talk to is
Bob Winsor, 18, whose parents
were largely instrumental in get­
ting funding for the project. Bob
enjoyed the summ er job and the
experien ce it brings him.

..It was my first summer job
and to start with I didn 't expect
to get a lot out of it." he admits.
" We would get into something
and wanted to get it done and
done right. A lot of projects just

Bob Winsor

get done, but we wanted to make
the project more than just
another clean-up. Once we'd
cleaned the church grounds, we
decided to paint the church , and
things sort of continued from
there . The co-operation from the
people in the community really
helped and there was noshortage
of work."

In charge of the project as
foreman was Connie Saunders.
who is a nursing student at the
Memorial University campus in
St. John's . It's been a busy week
for Connie with mid-term exams
and her 20th birthday to
celebrate.



are going to be concentrating on.
" I' m looking at taking a

secretarial course and getting in­
to the medical field." says Laura ,
"but for now I'm going to be play­
ing a lot of ringette and hand­
hall ."

"I'd like to have a career in
photography,,. replies Pauline.

That' s our cue to take a
photograph and wish all the
students involved luck in their
chosen car eer s.

Connie Saunders

something else to do." Laura
adds . "By the time we'd finished.
we had painted the Pentecostal
church and the senior citizens
home, cleaned up three church
grounds . the graveyard, the war
memorial and around the post of­
fice and stadium. It gave us a
good feeling doing all that. "

Nowthe project is over and the
students are back to school or
seeking work elsewhere. We
wonder what Pauline and Laura

"Th is is my third year here
a fter a year at Sir Wilfred
Grenfell Collegein Corner Brook.
and next year I will be deciding
what to specialize in." Connieex­
plains . " The Howley project was
the second I have been in charge
of and I hadn 't anticipated being
home for the summer. I was hop­
ing for some work experience in I .. ,.....­
nursing after helping my father
with the family garden in Howley
for the last few summers. As it
turned out I knew most of the
other students and the project
was good working experience.
We had just six weeks of work.
but once the news got around
town that we were available
everyone was interested and we
got a lot done in a short time ."

F'inally. we meet students
Pauline Samms and Laura Hicks
in the library at Elwood High
School in Deer Lake .

"Weheard about the project in
the community from a phone call
Mrs. Winsor made to a ll of the
Grade 9-12students ." Pauline ex­
plains, " and we were looking for
work for the summer. It seemed
like a good project and it was in
our community."

"As soon as we got one job
done . we were looking for
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Cormack

You can't survive on farming alone

D on Wells. 43, is one of three
brothers operating

businesses along Larch Drive in
Cormack . Like his brothers, Don
started out in fanning, but, unlike
them, he has switched to lumber­
ing to avoid the dire straits that
many local farmers have found
themselves in.

Don and his wife Diane moved
to Cormack from Ontario in 1972,
returning to the province where
both Dan's parents were born.
The family had left the island for
37 years, but their roots were
strong enough to bring Don and
two brothers to Corma ck, three
more brothers to Gillams and a
sister to ClarenviJJe, even though

none of the 10Wells children was
born in Newfoundland .

" J im and Tom are older , but
we complement each other in
many ways ," Don comments.
"We' re all mechanically inclined,
and Jim and I ran a service sta­
tion in Ontario for awhile . Tom
specializes in heavy equipment
and I'm an automotive mechanic
myself. That helps in maintain­
ing equipment, which is impor­
tant when you're running a farm
and cutting 300cords of pulpwood
with the aid of a bulldozer .

" I started 0(( with a few beef
cattle and a modest five-year
goal. It 's important not to aim too
high when you're starting

anything up, so that you can pro­
fit from the experience you're
earn ing. The farm is not a major
activity now. We've been sue­
cessful by diversifying into other
activities . The previous owner
had cut some pulpwood on the
lan d, but there were more
sawlogs than pulpwood, so we
star ted a small sawmill and
doubled our profit. We an­
ticipated clearing land for farm­
ing ourselves, but some of the
more recent arrivals and second
generation farmers also needed
land cleared. That gave us the op­
portunity to hire out ourselves
and our equipment every sum­
mer for six years.



Don and Jim Wells

"Over that time we expanded
from land clearing to the sawmill
a!ld contracts for pulpwood,
either doing the work ourselves
or hiring on a logging crew in
winter. We saw things progress
and it was rewarding in that
respect. The first generation
farmers here were restricted by
a lack of roads and funding, but
those of us who arrived in the
1970s could see the potential of the
area."

Don is enthusiastic about Cor­
mack's future.

"You can't really see the
amount of farmland from the
road," he says. "There are a lot
of windbreaks along the roads
which gives the impression thai
the area is heavily forested.
When the community was first
planned , provision was made for
40-foot strips to protect the
farmland. There have been some
problems with drifting snow in
winter where this provision was
ignored. There is huge potential,
especially for the dairy industry
which is something different fo;
this area where vegetables were
the mainstay together with a few
animals for meat. Vegetables are
risky with the danger of a late
spring, and both late and early
frosts, so you're limited in what
you can grow. If you lose your
first seeding. you're extremely
lucky to get another chance."

Municipal elections are a topic
of conversation at the time of our
visit.

"I've been on the Cormack

council for six years now," Don
comments, "and that keeps me in
touch with farming issues. You
have an opportunity to see things
other people don't see. People on
the Humber Valley Development
Association get the same oppor­
tunity . A lot of people have wash­
ed their hands of farming, but I
can see how people could have
done better as farmers. Youhave
to set your priorities and keep up
the interest."

Now Dan's main interest is
sawmilling and the work of the
Newfoundland Lumber Pro­
ducers Association.

"Sawmilling has always been a
part of the Newfoundland
economy," Don comments, "but
most published figures include
only. the larger mills. Once you
get involvedIn an organization.

.~ "...-

you start to see things in a dif­
ferent way. The sawmilling in­
dustry hasn't really been strong
enough in guiding the govern­
ment policies. People think in
terms of land owned or leased
and timber taken by the paper
companies, but the 1,700private
sawmills in Newfoundland ac­
tually produce over $9 million of
lumber each year and provide the
equivalent of 1,400 jobs year
round, which is more jobs than
the paper companies offer.
. "The lumber and sawmilling
mdustry has a lot more potential
than people give it credit for and
the provincial government needs
assistance in providing direction
and policy decisions. This is very
important in rural areas where
jobs are scarce. In this area a
half million board feet of lumber
are produced from 1,000 cords of
wood, and that translates into 18
jobs and over $1 million of
business for the community. This
area can support the rural
lifestyle that many people want
to maintain if better use is made
of what we have here in the
forest.

"In this area alone there are
three commercial sawmills and
two that could be termed semi­
c?mmerciaL If you want to pro­
VIdeemployment, there's nothing
better than a sawmill. The
forestry industry is well pro­
tected, but I would like to see
more finished products here.
That's where the profits are.
More money can be made in
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pulpwood at the moment , but the
potential is definitely there for
finished lumber and furniture .
You can 't start right away with
a furniture industry, but it's
something that should be looked
at for the future . At the moment
we can 't compete in the manufac­
turing sector, but we do have a
small furniture operation started
here in Cormack by Tony Sutton .
I see the direction that Tony is go­
ing in as the right one for a small
community like ours . Youhave to
have a mix of different industries

instead of relying on just one." A ful1l railer-load of turf ready for delivery to Corner Brook at the Rumbolt farm in
11 Reidv ille

Reidville

Putting the Reid in Reidville

"W e first arrived here in
1932 and farmed for

seven or eight years ," Sandy
Reid, 66, comments. "Then I had
my own tractor and worked for
two years with Lundrigans in
Corner Brook before working on
th e Tr-ans-Canada Highway.
Then I was up to Rocky Harbour

for a year until the U.S. base
started up at Stephenville. I was
there on construction work for
two years, so the farming took a
back seat. I later bought a
timberjack and palette truck and
worked for Bowater's until my
retirement last summer."

Sandy is telling us about the
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The origmal SIte of the Reidville settleme nt.

nine live in Reidville. Most of the
boys work in the woods for
Kroger.

"There's not a lot of work here.
A few people kept farmin g, but
most people took other jobs.
There ar e more farmers in Cor­
mack . When the road came in
here , only twofamilies stayed by
the river and continued to farm .
The Rumbolts at the end of the
Reidville road have dairy cattle
which is a lot steadier than
vegetables or livestock with the
prices set by Prince Edward
Island and Nova Scotia .
Everything 's so much more ex­
pensive here ; the only thing keep­
ing farming going is government
subsidies or work ing in the
woods."

The only work for Reidville
residents has always been out­
side the community.

" when I was working on con­
struction, I might be away for
two weeks and the same thing
was true for fishing on the river .
In those days the women would
stay at home a nd look after the
farm . There was no money in­
volved, but the wool from the
sheep you had provided clothes.
Wehad our own sheep , cows and
a few pigs and we grew our own
vegetables on our 50 acres of
land. My three brothers had 50
acres each , but you couldn't get
much ofa price for your potatoes.
Youhad to work in the woods, but
at that time there were lots of
camps and the whole area was
wooded. Now you need $100,000
just to start a farm .

" This area was wooded and

wildlife was plentiful. Our oldest
daughter had traps set here and
kept us supplied with rabbits .
There weren 't many martens
here , but they were plentiful by
Glide Brook and across Grand
Lake. The last year I was work­
ing for Bowater 's around Little
Grand Lake, there was a woman
working for the Canadian
Wildlife Service trapping the
martens to move them out of the
cut areas and she only caught
seven all summer. In the years
before you wouldsee many more
than that in the trees."

The abundance of wildlife pro­
vided work of another kind for
some residents .

"In the 19205 and 19305, there
was a lot of guiding going on
here," Sandy explains . " I was 18
years old when 1 took my first

party up salmon fishing. Youhad
to pole your canoes upriver and
we were gone 18days that time
for one dollar a day . For years in
the 19305 we would guide parties
for moose across Grand Lake.
Moose were very scarce in the
19305 when we first arrived here .
Youwould have to go 15miles or
so to find a trace of them . It was
12 years or so before numbers
built up around here and they've
really only been common the last
15or 20years. The first year the
licences were issued, we went
guiding and you could see up to
10 moose in the early morning.
Once the base was built in
Stephenville, American hunters
took the planes from there and
used the bigger outfitters, so the
business here dried up."

Green fingers on typewriter keys

W hen you enter the
Memorial University of

Newfoundland's Extension Ser­
vice field office building in Deer
Lake, the first (ace you'll see is
that of Glenda Garnier. Glenda ,
32, is as a t home on the
typewriter keys as she is at home
in Reidville, where she helps hus­
band Robert with field duties of
another kind.

Like many families in the area,

Glenda and Robert have divided
their time between available jobs
and part-time farming . It's an ar­
rangement that benefits both
employer and employee at a time
when jobs are scarce and ex­
penses high .

" I'm from Deer Lake and so is
my husband ," Glenda tells us
from behind her desk in the of­
fice. "During the year I've been
working with Extension I've also

been involved in a lot ofvolunteer
work with the Humber Valley
Development Association. I'm on
the crafts committee and on the
board of directors. The Associa­
tion has been very active in the
region with a summer
strawberry festival and a faU
fair , which is the agricultural ex­
hibition for the Humber Valley.
The Association's new building
has recently been completed with
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