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from the editor
Spring is here! As we write, it's bright, sunny,

warm, a wonderful day. Some 300 years ago, Anne
Bradslreet wrote: ''If we had no winter, the spring
would not be so pleasant; if we did not sometimes
taste of adversity, prosperity would not be so
welcome."

Yes, there is a light at the end of the tunnel. Last
time we told you about the difficulty of maintain­
ing our numbers of subscribers. We're happy to
report things are looking up and that subscriptions
are gradually coming in. Perhaps it's the weather.
People often tell us they have missed an issue,
either because they have forgotten to renew or
that they didn't receive a renewal notice. Every·
body receives one renewal notice. Just fill in the
card and return it with your cheque or money ord·
er for $9. If you receive a renewal notice and you
have already renewed, simply ignore it-our
cards and address labels must be ordered in ad­
vance. Meanwhile, to avoid missing an issue,

please look at your address label on the outside
back cover of the magazine. If, for example, the
upper righthand corner of the label reads "EX·
PIRES APRIL/86", this means that you have
received the last issue in your current subscrip­
tion. Please fill in the card enclosed in the maga­
zine and your subscription will continue without
interruption.

This winter started with a vengeance in mid·
November and indeed seemed endless. But how
quickly we forget once we feel the warmth of the
sun again. The days are longer; the nights are
shorter. Everything seems brighter somehow.
James Cavell once said, "The optimist proclaims
we live in the best of all possible worlds; the pes­
simist fears this is true." Surely Newfoundland,
with its promise of spring-and swnmer-is the
best place to be. God's in his heaven-all's right
with the world.
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history
Hibbs Cove

Site of Pick Eyes

The first mention of the community is as Hibbs Hole
in 1692. Holes, which were steepsided coves too small
for a vessel to turn around, were usually named after
the first person to put in there. Hibbs Hole, the commu­
nity name until it was changed to Hibbs Cove in 1968,
may originally have been Eb's (Ebenezer's) Hole, but
another popular story says that there was a planter
named Hibbs who had three daughters who married a
Lear, a Pellen and a Kennedy living in adjoining coves.

Other early families in the area were the Bishops and
Kennedys and the only Dulty family in Newfoundland
Ii"ed at Hibbs Hole; his four daughters married local
men, including a KelUledy and a Dawe. The small setUe­
mentof Pick Eyes (or Pickey's) was first mentioned in
1784 and may have come from the original spelling of
the names of William and Elias Picco who owned land
in the area. The first merchant, a man named Camp­
bell, claimed to have three plantations at Hibbs Hole at
the time of the second French raid of 1705.

Hibbs Hole was mentioned in the first census in 1857
when there were 164 residents and the community was
connected to Port de Grave by a road completed some­
time after 1843. The population reached 183 in 1869 and
then declined to below 100 in the late 18005 and early
19005. The adjoining community of Pick Eyes was ac­
tive from the early 1800s but reached a peak population
of 88 a century later when it became part of the larger
community. In 1857 there were five boats with 12 nets
and seines operating out of Hibbs Hole, but later on the
inshore and Labrador fisheries involved as many as 76
people in cod and herring. Twenty-eight fishermen and
20 fishermen-farmers were listed for the community in
1891. Farming also became important in the 1800s as the
region's population increased.

In the early years all residents were members of the
Church of EogIand and attended 51. Luke's Church in
adjoining Ship Cove. The first school, opened in 1855, had
36 pupils in 1858. The one-room school had 46 pupils in
1911, including children from both Salvation Army and
Methodist families, and was the commurUty's only school
until its closure in 1935. No churches were ever built in
the community, although there is now a Pentecostal par­
sonage.

By 1911, eight local men were working at the Bell Is­
land mines but the inshore fishery remained the most
important activity. All 15 Pick Eyes families were de­
pendent on it and supplemented their incomes with farm­
ing. By 1921 Hibbs Hole had 24 fishermen and 17
fishermen-farmers. By the 19305 the fisheries had
declined to the point where only 59 people remained in
1935. After 1960 the population rose once more and
peaked at 187 in 1966. Fishing for cod, herring, macker­
el and caplin continued to be the main activity.

In 1968 Hibbs Cove had 28 fLShennen, six laborers and
two working in a profession. Four boats fished for tur­
bot ocr the northeast coast in the fall, one of which land­
ed 300,000 Ibs. The local fishermen operated 19 boats,
employed 44 men and se141 cod traps and 472 gill nets,
second only to Port de Grave on the peninsula. Hibbs
Cove fishermen landed 7,500 quintals of cod from traps

Porter House



the hill overlooking Lear's Cove. The community muse­
um shows aspects of a fisherman's life from 1700 on­
wards. Among the first artifacts were an old cannonball
dating back to 1696, a deadbox used as a coffin on the
Labrador. a spring balance, and a wooden cradle made
by Joseph Bishop in 1902, all still on display in the muse­
um. The new building was partly financed by a collec­
tion of codfISh from local flShennen sold to George Dawe
& Sons in Port de Grave and by charler memberships.
The museum sponsored a music and art school for the
area's youth for several years and was given the two­
storey "Porter House" in the late 197OS. This house was
donated by George Noseworthy who had bought it from
the Porter family. The house was furnished by John C.
Porter when he moved in with his bride Ida Newell in
1906 and is a popular tourist attraction.

Most of the Hibbs Cove longliners continue to fish orr
Cape St. Francis which was first visited when fish be­
came scarce in the Bay in the l~. The locus of the fish­
ing industry has changed in recent years with a growing
emphasis on the crab and halibut fisheries and less reli­
ance on cod and herring. A high proportion of the work­
ing population works in the flShery, although there are
jobs in the service sector for local residents. In 1983
many Hibbs Cove students were bused to elementary
schools in other parts of the expanded community of Port
de Grave or to Coley's Point and to high school in Bay
Roberts.

The roads in Hibbs Cove still wend their way from the
pond that marks the boundary with Ship Cove to the old

v."
Flsherm8n'. Museum

settlements of Lear's Cove, Hibbs Hole, Kennedy's Cove
and Pick Eyes as they did in the 't950s when R.A. Par­
sons wrote:

And view it: climbing from the sea to meet
By lane and passage-way the narrow street,
That courses through it, and continues to hold
Its way along by slope and rock face bold
Until it reaches 'lbbs 'Ole, thence to stray
At will, or altogether lose its way.

-from Sa/ute to Port de Grave by R.A. Parsons, pub­
lished in 1975 used with permission.
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Blow Me Down

This small community on the shoreline cliffs between
Ship Cove and Hibbs Hole is now part of the larger com­
munity of Port de Grave. It was settled some time in the
late 17008 or early 18005, although it wasn't mentioned
until 1857 when the population stood at 169. A Church of
England school in Blow me Down had 40 pupils in 1855.
By 1874 there had been an increase to 209 as new build­
ing space was limited at both Ship Cove and Hibbs Hole.
All the residents were Church of England members un­
til the Methodist Church listed seven members in Blow
me Down in 1921.

A ~etter ~rom Franklin Arbuckle dated May 29, 1945,
publIShed In the St. John's Telegraph, told the story of
"Lover's Leap", hallway between Ship Cove and Blow
me Down Head.

Two lovers regularly walked along a path at
the cliff's edge at Blow me Down, and before
they said goodnight, would lean against a rail·
ing at the edge of a sharp drop of sixty feet
to the sea. On the evening of November 23,
1864, while they were leaning against the rail,
it broke plunging both of them to the rocks be­
low. The fall seriously injured the man, but
because of her hooped skirt the woman es­
caped death. She carried her lover to safety,
and she Jived to a ripe old age. Later investi­
gation showed that the rail had been partial­
ly sawed off by her jealous brother. The
woman's name was Bridget Warford, and that
of the man, Charles Dawe. They married
shortly after this but Charles was drowned
whilst out fishing.

looking towards Blow Me Down Head

Cliffs by love,'s Leap

Both Warford and Dawe were common family names
in the area in the 18005, and another early family name
in Blow me Down was Porter. In 1891 there were 187 pe0­
ple living in Blow me Down, third only in numbers to
Port de Grave and Ship Cove on the peninsula. In 1911,
26 families were involved in the inshore fishery, 17 in the
Labrador fishery, and two families depended on mining
and carpentry work. Most families also did some
farming.

By 1968, there were seven fIShermen, six laborers, two
tradesmen and one office clerk in Blow me Down. The
fishermen had six small boats and set 11 cod traps and
10 gill nets. Most of the fishing was carried out in Con-

Blow Me Down

ception Bay and fIShermen caught 1,350 quintals of cod
in t;raps and 250 quintals in the fall fIShery. Current popu-

:~:~~~e~:avvae~~~~?;=c~=i:~rC:
vide most family income for local residents.

Many of the houses in modem Blow me l>o\\'ll are new,
but there are a few buildings remaining referred to by
R.A. Parsons in the 1950s:

And thus they duly found and raise and roof
Substantial houses wind and weather proof
Until at length they 'stablish as they're bent
A durable and lasting settlement

-from Sa/ute to Port de Gra"'e by R.A. Parsons, pub­
lished in 1975, used with permission.
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Ship Cove

Ship Cove may be the oldest settlement contained in
the modern community of Port de Grave and could have
been settled at the time referred to by the Portuguese
historian, Lorenzo Sabine. He reports families already
trying to overwinter in Newfoundland as early as 1522.
Lord Baltimore also records families living in Concep­
tion Bay in the late 15005. The first deed granted to
George Daw of Ship Cove referred to land on which the
flJ"Sl member of the Daw family overwintered in 1515 and
was settled since 1595. George Daw died in 1728 and his
headstone was made in Torquay, suggesting continuing
sponsorship by West Country merchants.

Some of the Daws may have joined John Guy at
Cupids, but most local people believe that they en­
couraged him to settle further along Conception Bay to
safeguard the family land and fishing rooms on the Port
de Grave Peninsula. A merchant named Campbell also
claimed lhree plantations in Ship Cove in the early 17<K8,
A cemetery dates back to the 17005 and the Pinsents were
in Ship Cove in the late 17605.

Darrel's Hole is part of Ship Cove, which was setUed
by members of the Church of England. Rev. Charles
Blackman was the nrst rector of S1. Luke's 1828-39 and
he referred to the local cove as Dallon's Hole, rather than
Dan'el's or Darrel's Hole, two other versions in use at
the time.

Another change in spellmg also is attributed to a
Church of England clergyman. The nrst spelling of the
Daw family name as Dawe was of Emily Dawe in 1888,
apparenUy under pressure from the local Church of En­
gland rector. Daw is the shortened form of "jackdaw",
a crow-like bird in Europe given to stealing jewelry and
colored stones for nest decoration and perhaps a less

than welcome synonym for the family name in its na­
tive West Country home.

The first church was completed in 1828. Itwas rebuilt
and consecrated in 1878 and a third church was built on
the same site in 1916. The first recorded baptism was
of Sarah Bussey in November 1827 and the first record­
ed death, that of John Oaw from smallpox, was in 1828.

Roy L. Oawe also tells a tale of a witch, Aunt Stacie,
in Ship Cove. She lived in a mud hut in the early 18001
and put a hex on the local cows to prevent them from
giving milk. It was believed the only way to exorcise the
witchcraft was to give her an extreme fright at dawn,
so four local men stationed themselves at the corners
of her hut and lifted off the roof as the sun appeared over
the horizon. The shock must have done the trick because
she was reputed to have lost her bewitching powers.
The 1857 census lists 367 residents, rising to 439 in 1869,
but the community declined to as few as 282 residents
by 1874. Henry Dawe owned three schooners at this time,
the 17-ton Industry, 27-ton ThisUe and 57-ton Mereu­
lJ',all of which were still in use in 1918. An increase took
place over the next decade with 319 residents in 1884 and
368 in 1891, largely as a result of activity in the Labrador
and seal fisheries. In 1891 there were 74 fIshermen and
71 nshermen-farmers.

Captain Eli Dawe (1843-1930) was a colorlulloca1 resi­
dent, sealing captain and politician. He represented the
Harbour Grace district in the House from 1889 to 1909
after which he was director of a coal company at Coley's
Point and appointed to the Legislative Council in 1922.

Ship Cove was a centre of commercial, government,
educational and religious activity equal to that of Port
de Grave itself. AU of the 1911 population of 318 were list-

Sl Luke'. Angllun Church
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ed as members of the Church of England, but 10 years
later the first Pentecostal congregation was noted and
a church and parsonage were constructed in 1925. The
Pentecostal church had a congregation of 416 by 1945,
the largest outside the strongholds on the northeast coast
and in the Humber valley. The Pentecostal church also
built a three-room school in the 19508, which became a
two-room school by 1968 when there were 42 K-8 pupils.
This school closed when the new Pentecostal school was
opened on Bareneed Hills in 1985. By 1945 there wereaJso
152 United Church residents in the area.

The community had the greatest variety of occupa­
tions on the Peninsula in the 1911 census with 26 inshore
and 26 Labrador fIShermen, four miners, three laborers,
two carpenters, two clerks, a merchant, a teacher, a
mechanic, a government employee and a bookkeeper
among its heads of household. Fifty families were also
farming and 14 worked in the Bell Island mines.

In 1968 Ship Cove had eight fishermen, 14 laborers, 12
carpenters and engineers, four office clerks, three re-

Port de Grave

Port de Grave's name comes from the French "Port
de Greve" (harbor of the beach). This name may have
resulted from the French custom of drying fISh on beach
flakes. Legend has it that the local residents, probably
members of the Daw family, directed John Guy farther
up the bay, although somesetUers, including Samuel But­
ler, certainly accompanied him in 1612.

The original setUers were from Devon and Cornwall,
and included the Andrews, Anthony, Coveduck, Porter,
Taylor and Tucker families, who arrived in the
mid-I600s. By 1667 there were 57 residents who fIShed
and fanned. The Andrews plantation dates from 1658 and
Thomas Butler was another of the earliest settlers men·
tioned by name. 1be smaIl island between Ship Cove and
Port de Grave is known as Butler's Island. Thomas Bu­
ller had the best farmland on the peninsula and his was
the largest of three plantations in 1675, and he reputed­
ly built a castle in the area, although there is no visible
evidence of it today. In 1675 he had 20 servants, boats,
stages, 50 cattle and 20 sheep. By 1677 there were 53 ser­
vants on the local plantations, 10 boats, four stages, 10
fishing rooms, four gardens, 34 catlle, 18 sheep and 38
hogs.

This prosperity reached the ears of the French who
viewed Conception Bay as one of the richest areas of
Newfoundland. Port de Grave was one of many Concep-

View of Ship Cove

tail trade businessmen and one professional heading its
families. The fishermen landed 1,150 quintals of cod from
traps and 250 quintals in the fall fishery. Ship Cove re­
mains a centre of fishing activity on the Port de Grave
Peninsula, although it no longer rivals the larger settle­
ment of Port de Grave.

Many of the older families still live in the communJty
as they did when R.A. Parsons wrote his tribute in the
19505:

Few ha\'e a fairer claim to fame as heirs
Than they descendants of your pioneers­
Of Devonshire and Cornishmen who bore
Names now so long familiar to your shore-
West Country names of Andrews- Tucker-Dawe!

-from Salute to Port de Grave by R.A. Parsons, pub­
lished in 1975, used with permission.

tion Bay communities destroyed by the French under
Le Moyne D'Iberville in January 1697. In his 1697 Jour­
nal Abbe Jean Baudoin recorded 20 boats, 14 rooms and
10,000 quintals of fish. Many families left their inshore
boats in Newfoundland for the winter. These bye-boat
keepers were first mentioned in 1698, when there were
seven families. Port de Grave also was visited by migra­
tory fIShermen with three ships in 1675, seven in 1698 and
four in 1701.

Most residents outwaited the French on Carbonear Is­
land or elsewhere in Conception Bay and returned to
their homes in the fall of 1697. The community's highest
population was in 1698 when it stood at 701 and among
its most prominent families were the 21 Dawe families,
11 Warlords, 10 BuUers and 7 Mugfords. A James Camp­
bell also claimed two plantations in Port de Grave in
1705.

Port de Grave was again destroyed by the French in
1706. All residents moved to Little Bell Island and
returned to their family fisheries in 1708. After the
French left, there were 18 planters and 160 residents
around Port de Grave, making it the second largest com­
munity in Conception Bay after Carbonear. While there
was some disagreement between planters and bye-boat
keepers in the 1700s, working relations were generally



good.. By 1715 there were 15 vessels and 76 men involved
in the bye-boat fishery.

There was an influx of Irish immigrants in the early
17008 and by 1715 there were 91 Roman Catholics. The
Roman Catholic cemetery in Port de Grave is said to
be the oldest in Conception Bay and the Roman Cathol­
ic chapel was built before 1775. Many Irish farmers im­
migrated in the early ISOOs and were employed by
English fishermen until they could afford to move from
the rocky fishing settlements to the more fertile farm­
land along river valleys where they felt more at home.
In the mid'lSOOs there was a large Irish community in
Port de Grave and the Roman Catholic cemetery had
headstones with Irish names such as Delaney, Hennebu­
ry, Moore and Crowley. Other tombstones indicate that
a local doctor, Daniel Connors, died in 1816 and the first
surgeon, Richard Shea, died in 1826. Dr. Appleby-Brown
who arrived from Copenhagen, Denmark, also lived in
the community in the 17008, as Mary Ann Appleby·
Brown's 1760 tombstone in the old Anglican cemetery
indicates.

The Wesleyan Church was also ftrmly established in
Conception Bay by this time. Douglas Churchill found
the first reference to its being started by George Vey af­
~r.a visit by William Black in 1791, but Lawrence Cough.
~ m 1765 may have been the first Wesleyan missionary
m the area. The Wesleyan church was built in the val·
ley just below Jail House Mountain, a departure from
the tradition ot building churches in the most conspicu­
ous place overlooking the community. Another or the
early missionaries was the Reverend John McGeary who
was stationed in Carbonear with a circuit extending £rom
Port de Grave to Old Perlican.

w~f~~=~ere~::~::C~f~~='c':~:
for the peninsula. During the late 17005 and early1~
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there were between six and ten business premises. A
number ot businesses were started in 1815-20 when
Brown, Hoyles & Co. and Peter Macpherson & Co. set
up. Another prominent merchant was John Jacobs
whose wile Margaret and three children died in ah~
fire in 1828.

Most merchants relocated to St. John's in the 18208
including some major businesses with origins in Port d~
Grave. Baine-Johnston actually started as Robert Baine
& Co. in Port de Grave in 1780 and became Long, Baine
& Co. when Thomas Long entered the business. Their
property was sold to the Andrews in 1812, but in 1817
Walter Baine and WiJliam Johnston bought land for a
fishing business between Ship Cove and Port de Grave
and. Baine-Johnston operated from the new premises af­
ter 1817. Port de Grave was a Customs port as early as
1834 but the Customs soon moved to Brigus. Port de
Grave residents were among the nrst to fish the
Labrador in the 1820s and they were also prominent in
the seal fishery. In 1833, 79 sealing vessels left the har·
bors on the Port de Grave peninsula and in 1835 Port de
Grave itself sent 18 vessels for seals, the largest being
the Lady Anne at 115 toos. A total of 386 men were in­
volved that year and in 1837 Bay Roberts and Port de
Grave together sent 83 of the 206 sealing ships to the
Front. Twenty years later 323 men left on nine large ves­
sels for the Front.

By 1836 there were 843 residents on the Port de Grave
Peninsula and 60 boats in the inshore fishery and 80 acres
of cultivated land. The first road was built to Southern
Gut in 1832, but the 25 local roadbuilderssaw the greatest
activity in the 1840s. The first postal service was start­
ed by James Hodge in 1847, and the first court was held
in 1835. Port de Grave had a magistrate in residence for
the next 30 years to cover the area including Bay
Roberts.

The Church of England established a mission in 1818
and by 1836 the congregation was 776. The first Methodist
minister was appointed in 1835, and the first chapel was
built in 1837. The Roman Catholic church had a congre­
gation of 95 in 1836.

The Newfoundland School Society opened the first
school in 1823. John Miller Maddox was one of three
teachers and spent 32 years teaching there, including su­
pervising the {jrst courses for adults in Newfoundland.
A new school was opened by the Newfoundland and Brit­
ish North America Soc!ety in 1830 and. had 150 day pupils,
84 Sunday school pupils and. 54 adults, while a Roman
Catholic school in Port de Grave's Northern Gut had 43
pupils in 1840. By 1845 the Newfoundland School Society
had 90 pupils and the Wesleyan Society had a 39-pupil

Looldng tow.rda Ship Cove from Port de Grave
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school incorporated by the Colonial and Government
Church Society in 1852. In 1855 it had 40 pupils, the New·
foundland School Society school had 144 pupils and a R0­
man Catholic school had 42 pupils. The Wesleyan school
was still in existence in 1869 and became the United
school in 1876.

Behind the Anglican rectory is a square buttress of
rock, the remains of Jail House Mountain, much of which
was used for fill for the construction of the fish plant
building in Ship Cove. A pair of handcuffs in the Fisher­
man's Museum suggest the existence of a jail on Jail
House Mountain. The Carbonear Star reported the exe­
cution of Catherine Snow on July 28, 1834, explaining the
six months' delay in carrying out the sentence was be­
cause of her pregnancy. There is, however, no reference
to the birth of her baby.

Hutchinsons Newfoundland Directory 1864-65 lists nine
schooner owners, a teacher, a physician, four shopkeep­
ers, two merchants, two planters, two master mariners,
a carpenter and two ministers among the local families.
During the first debate on the possibility of Contedera·
tion with Canada in 1869 an anti-Confederate candidate
was elected for Port de Grave, perhaps as a result of
influence by Nova Scotian planters engaged in the
Labrador fishery. Nova Scotia agreed to Confederation
at this time. The reaction reflects the individuality of
Port de Grave in the 18005.

Port de Grave and nearby Ship Cove were major ship-­
building communities. Nine vessels were built in Port
de Grave from 1860 to 1882, and several local families
"''ere involved in Wilding and buying schooners. The But·
ler family owned seven vessels, the Moore family two
and Henry Dawe three. other shipowners included
Patrick Kenney, a local blacksmith, merchants, traders
and planters. There were three merchants listed in
Urn-George Bussey, a.H. Forward, and Patrick
Kenney-and a total of 13 planters-including four But·
lers, three'Mugfords and two Husseys. The average
length of schooners in the community was 56 feet and

The ~ndyH.rwster tied up at Port de GI'1Mt lIW8iUng the
aprlng break.up.

Inside the FIshermen's Centre

the average tonnage 35 tons. Two larger brigs, the 94-ft.,
131-ton Tangiers and the lOS-ft., 176-ton Estelle, were
both lost in an early October 1867 storm off Labrador.

In 1857,440 lived in Port de Grave, and the population
figures over the next 30 years may be influenced by fish·
ing off Labrador. The census lists 595 in 1869, 397 in 1874
and 436 in 1884. Bishop Edward Feild thought the Church
of England parish important enough to stand in for the
incumbent preacher from 1857 and the heavy workload
may have hastened his death in 1875. A new church was
built in 1875 for a congregation of 200 and consecrated
in November 1878. Bishop Feild was also concerned
about the loss of parishioners to the growing Methodist
church built in 1873. The Salvation Army arrived in the
late 18005 and had 28 members by 1935. Their barracks
was located opposite the Anglican rectory.

There were 52 Roman Catholics in 1857 but just two
in 1891 perhaps as a result of the type of occurrence
reported in the Terra Nova Advocate of April 6, 1884:

A quiet inoffensive man, a Catholic named
Pierce Power, proceeded to Port de Grave to
sell beef which he had done many times be­
fore. But this time he was met by angry resi­
dents .... they threatened him "that he would
be severely handled and made to leave
without a sound skin". The residents were
duly reported to the Magistrate by Constable
Turner of Port de Grave, and were subse­
quently summoned to appear before the Bri­
gus Stipendiary. They contemptuously treated
and altogether ignored it. The simple fact re­
mains that the Reverend Dr. Harvey, Rural
Dean of Conception Bay, is prevented by the
force of his "enlightened" congregation from
having beef for his Sunday dinner-and the
law is powerless in the matter.

During the last two decades of the 18005 the seal fish­
ery brought prooperity to the peninsula. Captain Charles
Dawe of theSS Greenland brought in 318,790 seals from
187'H8 while serving as the member for Harbour Grace.
He later became Leader of the Opposition in 1906 after
A.B. Morine resigned. Captain Henry Dawe of the SS
Leopard brought in 106,685 seals in 1878-95 and began a
general store in 1909 that now is the main business in
Port de Grave. In 1884 only the Meteor with 25 men
aboard left port and got 560 seals but 89 men fished the
Labrador and one banking vessel was listed for 1891. The
increased activity brought a lighthouse, built at Green
Point in 1883.

Port de Grave (and adjoining Sandy Cove) had a popu.
lation of 441 in 1891 when Port de Grave itself listed 95
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fishermen and 36 fishermen·farmers. Among the Port
de Grave families, most heads of household were listed
as inshore or Labrador fishermen, but there were two
miners and a clerk, merchant, government employee
and sealing captain. Sandy Cove also had a carpenter
and a mail carrier. The Labrador and seal fisheries,
which attracted 56 men, fanning, the coastal fishery and
mining were all important in the late 18005 and early
1900s.

William Coaker was actively supported as far south
as Port de Grave in 1911, which is when people in St.
John's became aware of the extent of his appeal. Port
de Grave fell to a Union candidate in 1913 and this helped
to ensure the survival of the Conservative Morris ad·
ministration and the eventual resignation of Sir Robert
Bond as leader of the Liberal party. The constituency
also showed its political fickleness in the ejection of 1919
when it returned a Liberal Refonn candidate and in 1924
when it elected Gordon Bradley, the grand master of the
Orange Lodge, who left the government party because
he was not included in the Cabinet.

TItere were four vessels and 63 men still sealing by 1921

Bareneed
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but the Labrador fishery had ended for Port de Grave
captains, although residents continued to join crews
leaving from other ports up until the 1950s. Port de
Grave's population was 292 in 1935, and declined to 213
by 1968. Salmon flSrung was important in May and June
in the 19305 with cod in July and August. The local fish·
plant was built by George Dawe in the 19305 and oper­
ated by his family.

By 1921. Port de Grave had only Methodist and Church
of England schools. The United church school closed in
1966 and three Church of England schools remained un­
til the 19508 when a new (our-room school was buill at
Ship Cove.

Cod provided most income prior to 1950 with boats un­
der 35 feet and cod traps the normal method. After Con­
federation. subsidies encouraged the building of vessels
up to 50 feet. In the 19608 Port de Grave fishermen were
among the most technically advanced in the province.
In 1968 Port de Grave had 12 fishermen who owned 10
boats, employed Zl men and set 30 cod traps and 129 gill
nets. Most fishermen operated between Port de Grave
and Kelligrews from mid-April to July. Some4,850quin­
tals of cod were landed from traps and 350 quintals were
added from the fall fishery. After 1976 gill-netting was
morepo~rand there was more interest in the turbot
and crab fisheries. The snow crab fishery, which start­
ed in the 19705, was a major fishery in the early 19805,
but catches have declined in recent years. A total of 17
longliners up to 65 feet were involved in 1980.

The community and other setUements on the Port de
Grave Peninsula were honored by R.A. Parsons, a
native-born son who wrote about the area in the 19505:

I tell of Port de Grave, an ancient place,
The birth of which the archives have no trace,
For it was old when Guy of Bristol strove
To plant his colony in Cuper's Cove.

-from Salute to Port de Grave by R.A. Parsons, pub-­
lished in 1975, used with permission.

The name, Bareneed. was already in existence in the
17005, but there has been controversy over its origin.
M.F. Howley suggested in 1907 that immigrants from the
West Country of England would pronounce Barren Head
as Bareneed, and missionaries in the 18505 attributed the
same name to the barren nature of the area. Many pe0­
ple outside the area, however, thought it referred to
poverty and difficulty of life in the community, despite
the obvious prosperity of the thriving flShing centre. The
most likely explanation, also first proposed by Howley,
is that the name came from a mortgage deed bequeathed
by Jacob Snow to his son John in 1787 which mentions
Bearing Head. This deed was registered in 1807 as a
transfer from John Snow to Hunter and Company. E.R.
Seary suggests that the prominent local headland may
have served as a navigational aid to Port de Grave
sailors.

Bareneed is not separated from Port de Grave in
reports before 1800. but it was likely setUed in the late
16008 by English fishermen, first on a seasonal and then
year-round basis. The setUement became more impor­
tant as fishing activity increased on the Port de Grave
Peninsula in the 1700s. William and Elias Picco. two

brothers from Jersey. moved from Port de Grave to
Bareneed in 1783.

The first church was built before 1816 and the first
schoolmaster was appointed in 1822. when the popula­
tion was 350. Bishop Inglis of Nova Scotia consecrated
St. Mark's Olurch of England church in 1827 during one
of his tours. He also mentioned that the community aJ·
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United Church

ready had a large Methodist congregation. The Roman
Catholic congregation was never large, reaching a peak
of 90 in 1836, although numbers in the early lSOOs may
have been higher before North River was settled. A
Church of England school in 1832 listed 86 day pupils,
113 Sunday school pupils and 56 adult students. By 1836
the population was 394 and adjoining Sandy Cove added
another 38 residents. Three years later nearly all the
community's children were in the local Sunday school
which had over 100 children.

A Protestant school at the Dock, which is now Coley's
Point South, had a total of 22 pupils in 1855 and the New­
foundland School Society had lin pupils listed for its
school in Bareneed the same year. By 1857 Bareneed it­
self had 432 inhabitants and the adjoining areas of San­
dy Cove, Long Beach and the Dock added another 363.
A Roman Catholic school had been built and a new
Church of England church was built by Lhe inhabitants
in 1860. .

TIle community's prosperity was based on the inshore
cod fishery and the good anchorage in its small, protect­
ed harbor close to prime fishing areas. The seal fishery,
however, brought the greatest growth and progress to
Bareneed. By 1857, six large vessels sailed to Labrador
and Bareneed's catch of 20,000 seals that year was se­
cond only to that of Bngus. Four merchant planters were
listed in Hutchinson's Newfoundland Directory in 1864:
Benjamin Batten, Thomas Batten, Richard Hennebury
and Thomas Richards

In 1884, 82 Bareneed men went to Labrador and a new
Churcll of England school was buill Richard Hennebury

United Church cemetery

and Richard Newell, two planters, and Samuel Moore,
a merchant. all lived in Bareneed and owned schooners.
The 34-1on St. Patrick was lost in the Bareneed area in
November 1880. Samuel Moore's vessel was the 72-ton
Alice M, which was lost in the same area in November
1890. By 1891 the Dock was no longer listed and Bareneed
had a total of 131 rishermen in residence, and six ves­
sels were engaged in the Bank fishery.

While the 18005 were a time of growth, the 19005 were
marked by a rapid decline in the population from 410 in
1901 to 291 in 1921 as new industry, particularly the mines
on Bell Island and the railway, drew workers away. The
decline in the Labrador fishery brought a further drop
to In residents by the 19305. A few members of the Sal­
vation Army lived in both Bareneed and the Dock from
the early 19005, but by 1921 only the Church of England
and Methodist churches had enough pupils to maintain
schools.

St. Mark'. Anglican Church

One of Bareneed's m06t famous residents was Herman
Batten, born in the community in 1909, who after 30 years
as a teacher entered federal politics and was appointed
Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the
House of Commons in 1965. TIle development of the com­
munity continued to lag behind those on the Port de
Grave Peninsula until a breakwater was built in 1970 and
a flShplant opened in 1m provided local jobs. In 1981 the
plant processed 5 million pounds of crab, together with
some caplin and cod. The community also had a music
centre attached to the museum in Hibbs Cove in the
19705. An increasing number of local residents now are
employed in the service sector as the fishery has
declined.



Women form a high proportion of the work force,
mainly in fish processing and clerical jobs, and continue
to play the important role R.A. Parsons noted in the
19505:

Her industry, her courage, and the care,
She constant gives to light and colour here,
Dispel discouragement, proscribe despair.
No lesser woman may sustain as she
The settlement throughout its infancy.

-from Salute to Port de Grave by R.A. Parsons, pub­
lished in 1975, used with permission.

orth River and Halls Town

Halls Town and North River are two communities,
although for most of their history they could be consi·
dered as one. There wasn't a real division unW 1964 when
the community of North River was incorporated. Halls
Town is actually the larger community but it is still unin­
corporated.

Most of the early settlers in the North River valley
were Irish immigrants who had been employed by Eng·
lish merchants and planters on the Port de Grave
Peninsula in the 18008 and had saved enough to move
to the riverside fannlands. North River itself remained
a largely Roman Catholic community from the early
days of settlement. The community probably started in
the mid- lBOOS, although John Guy referred to people
much earlier in the Clarke's Beach area which could also
have been North River or South River.

The bell lower from the old ROfTUln Catholic Church.
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Wind and water combine at the Taylor house.

The tombstones in the cemetery date back to 1870, but
there was a cemetery long before that in Bareneed and
most of the Roman Catholic population came from there
and Port de Grave. Jacob Hall was the last of the Ro­
man Catholics in Bareneed and moved to North River
as a young man. When people first settled they chose
along by the river and there are still remnants of barns
and houses. Many of the earlier families moved to
Philadelphia and Boston, but quite a number stayed on.

Legend attributes the name of the adjoining commu·
oity of Halls Town to Isaac Hall, who jumped ship and
made his home in the area in the early 1800s. Many of
the early settlers were certainly Halls. Most were from
Bareneed and Port de Grave and, unlike North River,
most of the 198 residents listed in the 1857 census were
Church of England, although there were several Roman
Catholic families and a few Wesleyans. The Roman
Catholic school in Halls Town was also used as a chapel
until it was taken down in the 19608. S1. George's Church
of England church was built before the 1867 census.

Later census figures in the 18005 included Halls Town
with neighboring North River, and together they had a
population of around 750. Early settlers probably chose
the area to farm, but later settlers moved into the area
when waterfront property at Clarke's Beach became
limited.

There were at least four schools in North River itself.
One was floated down the river and a chapel school was
built on the present site of the beUry in the late 18005.
The parish hall was also a school and then there were
elementary and primary schools in the 19305. A church
dedicated to St. JooepIl by a visiting Italian bishop in 1872
occupied the site of the present All Hallows Church. All
Hallow's Roman Catholic Parish was established in 1906
and includes the area from Makinsons to Bay Roberts;
North River had previously been part of the Brigus Par­
ish. The flrst All Hallows Church was built by local resi·
dents from timbers cutin the winter of 1907-M. Theflrst
priest, Father Stephen J. Phelan, served the parish un·
til 1923. A presbytery and hall were built in 1909, and a
school was added during the time of Monsignor Dinn,
who served the parish 193+55. When the original wood­
en church burned down it was replaced by a brick
church, but the parish hall remains. The new All Hal·
lows Elementary Sc.bool was built in 1981.

One or North River's most famous residents was Ellen
Carroll, mother or 15 children, who lived from
1827-1942-115 years. On her 113tb birthday, October 19,
1940, J.R. Smallwood, on his radio program "The Bar·
relman", aired a special congratulatory celebration ror
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Mrs. Carroll. Included were messages from King George
VI and her 93-year-old son, a Papal blessing and 113 new
dollars from the Newfoundland Government.

The Labrador fishery, farming and woods work
provided most work for residents until the Bell Island
mines offered jobs in the early 1900s. In the 19405 many
residents also worked on the construction of the United
States base at Argentia. As fishplants and service indus­
tries moved into the area, the variety of local employ·
ment increased, and Halls Town maintained a population
of around 300 after 1945.

A school was built next to St. George's Anglican
Church but closed in the 1960s and became the commu­
nity hall as students went to Clarke's Beach and Bay
Roberts. A two-room Roman Catholic chapel school also
served Halls Town until the late 19505 when students
transferred first to North River and then to Brigus.

Halls Town is included with North River in current
census figures. The total number of residents appears
much lower now because some of the area is included

The Roman Catholic Parish Hall

Clarke's Beach

Clarke's Beach, set at the head of a long, shallow bay,
is first mentioned in the 1857 census as having a popula­
tion of 280 but was probably settled long before that time.
The earliest settlers appear to have come from Port de
Grave and Bareneed for timber and subsequently to
grow vegetables on the cleared land. The community
was too far from open water to develop an inshore fish­
ery although many families took part in the Labrador
fishery working for merchants in Brigus, Cupids, and
Bay Roberts.

The population of Clarke's Beach grew to 444 in 1869
and had reached 536 by ~91, a level it was to maintain
for the next 50 years. The decline of the Labrador fish·
ery in the 18905 coincided with the beginning of a saw­
mill industry at Clarke's Beach operated by Horwood
Lumber Co. The sawmill employed 112 men in 1891 which
one resident has said was then just about all the men
in Clarke's Beach. Horwood moved its operation some·
time in the early 19005 but at least two other mills start­
ed up. Clarke's Beach was also a manufacturer of fish
drums.

"Merchants would have schooner loads and car loads
of birch sent here each spring from Bonavista Bay,"
recalls Garfield Ralph. "Shopkeepers would buy the
material and give it out to people, stuff for heads, hoops,

All Hallows Roman Catholic Church

in the adjoining communities of Clarke's Beach and Bay
Roberts. Halls Town and North River both have a high
proportion of employment in professional and service
jobs and there is some commuting to other parts of Con·
ception Bay and the Avalon Peninsula, The total popu­
lation in 1976 was 253 and there were 245 residents listed
in 1981. Many residents have trades school and univer·
sity education, but unemployment is high, especially for
young men and older women in the labor force. The lar­
gest employer is the service industry with 75 local jobs.

There are no longer any full-time farmers in the area,
but its pastoral nature noted by R.A. Parsons in the 19505
is still evident:

'Tis springtime in North River, and again
The earth's awak'ning, roused by April rain,
Again we're at our fences in the vale,
Renewing here and there a post or rail.

-from Salute to Port de Grave by R.A. Parsons, pub-­
lished in 1975, used with permission. ~

Clarke's Beach

and staves. You would get 1,000 staves, enough to make
100 drums, and you would probably make 15 cents on
each one. If you worked at it 10 hours a day you could
make a dollar. Everybody in Clarke's Beach made fish
drums until the '3Os, but once the war started nobody
would go at it."

Garfield Ralph also saw Clarke's Beach as a farming
settlement with "thousands of barrels of potatoes a year
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" I-tl
Clarke's Beach United Church built circa 1874

being sent to the paper mills in Corner Brook. When I
was a boy everybody in Clarke's Beach, North River and
South River grew from-l0 to ISO barrels of potatoes."
The census figures confirm this. As early as 1891, 2,120
barrels of potatoes were grown, an average of 4 barrels
for every man woman and child.

Bramwell Snow, whose grandfather Henry was born
in the community in 1849, recalls that when he was grow­
ing up at Clarke's Beach during the 19208 the major fa­
mily names were Fillier, Mugford, Butler, and Snow.
Each family occupied a distinctive area and all attend­
ed the Wesleyan Church, the community's oldest build­
ing dating from around 1874.

Henry William Winter set up a one-man furniture

Clarke's Beach Pentecostal Tabernacle
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manufacturing business in Clarke's Beach in the latter
hal! of the 19th century. Born at St John's in 1865, his
family moved to Clarke's Beach soon after. Henry start­
ed as a wheelwright but finding it unprofitable switched
to furniture making. Using hand tools and some primi­
tive machines he spent summers massproducing thou­
sands of parts which he assembled into chairs, tables,
sofas, kitchen sets and bedroom suites during the fall
and winter. It was a prolific output for one man without
power tools. His only powered aid was a large, dog­
driven lathe which had an 8-fl. drum on one end inside
which the dog ran. But the dog eventually died and no
other could be trained to replace him, so Henry put han­
dles on the drum and set his two sons to revolving it

In 1912 Henry Winter sold bedroom sets for $15, parlor
sets for $40, sofas for $12, and mantelpieces for $8 and
up. He imported unassembled kitchen chairs, glued them
up and sold them for 75 cents each. His workshop was
identified for many yeal"S by a chair nailed to the roof.

CUrtle'. Beach by o.vid Mugtord. Building on right Is Henry
Winter'. tumtture factory with ctulir on the root.

Clar1ce'. Beach Salvation Army Citadel

It was there as an advertisment but at least one wit has
suggested it was an impoverished fonn of widow's walk.
It is not known when the business closed but the build­
ing was torn down around 1969.

The Iastsawmill still in operation in the 19705 was that
of George Wilson, started in 1943. Wilson went on to be­
come an MHA and still operates a hardware business
in Clarke's Beach.

The town incorporated in 1965, and by 1976 had 997 in­
habitants, and continues to grow. The 1981 census re­
vealed 1,009 residents. Although there are 22 businesses
in Clarke's Beach most are in the service industry so that
Clarke's Beach acts largely as a dormitory to larger
centres in Conception Bay and to St. John's. I!I

Trees represent the most precious f8nd.based renewable resource in New­
toundfand and l..JJbradtx. the Department 01 Forest Resources and Lands spends
millions of taxpayers' dollars annually to protect and enhance the forest. A vital
goaJls to ensure that young trees are allowed to thrive so they can form the forest
of the future. Therefore I would IIka to ask for the help of people who go Into
the woods on a/l-terrain vehicles and machines.

Enjoy your trips into the woods, but please try to avoid running over young fir
and spruce trees. Keep the future in mind.

. Please don't run over those small trees. They're our future.
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South River

South River lies immediately south of Clarke's Beach
and takes its name from the licensed salmon river that
separale'i the two communities. The community appears
to have been called South Gut in the 1836 census, and does
not appear as the community of South River until 1869
when it had a population of 148 which was to grow to 333
by 1901. Like neighboring Clarke's Beach and Makin­
sons, it is likely that the area was settled for its abun­
dant stands of limber and agricultural potential.

A one-room Roman Catholic school was built around
1890 on land donated to the parish by Bridget Dunn on
what is today Springfield Road. Prior to this, the chil­
dren had been obliged to walk either to Goulds Road or
Brigus SchooL Bridget's grandson, George Dwm, recalls
attending the school around 1924 when Margaret Culle­
ton was the teacher. The school closed some time after
1959 and the Knights of Columbus used the building as
a meeting hall until they built a new hall on the same
site, although part of the original school can still be seen.

The community's only church, All Saints Anglican,
was first built on what is today Salmon Cove Road
although at that time it was an individual community
of Salmon Cove. The church was struck by lightning and
razed by fire around 1947 after which a Guild Hall was
used for services. The present church was built on a new
site, by the old Conception Bay highway, now romanti­
cally known as Love Lane.

In 1957, the community erected anew, three-room An­
glican school at a cost of $20,025 which was fully paid
for on completion. It was opened by the Lord Bishop of
Newfoundland Right Reverend John. A. Meaden. Among
the six people who gave speeches at the opening was Pre-

All Saint's Anglican Church, South River.

mier J. R. Smallw<XXI. A recurrent theme in the speeches
was the need for a greater emphasis on teaching accord­
ing to the Christian faith and stricter discipline. Prin­
cipal of the nO-student school was Fred Greenland.

By June 1985, when the school finally closed, it catered
only to Kindergarten to Grade 2. The children moved to
Clarke's Beach Elementary school taking with them
their principal, Deanna Emberley, as vice-principal of
their new school.

When South River incorporated in 1966, it took in the
neighboring communities of Springfield and Salmon
Cove. Although the area was quite large, the local in·
frastructure was limited being for the most part a church
and school, a few stores and local businesses. This led
the first mayor, Harry Sheppard, to announce in 1969 that

South River
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he would like to see a union of South River, Clarke's
Beach, and North River. He was quoted in The Evening
Telegram as saying, "Division of communities Utis size
is useless because it is virtually impossible for small
communities to tackle major projects like water and
sewage." They did not amalgamate. SouUt River had no
to-A-n hall for the fU"Stfew years and council met in rented
rooms until Ute present town hall was built in 1972.

SouUt River was recently Ute site of a successful boat·
yard. In December 1978 Arthur PeUen received $60,414
Wlder the Regional Developments Incentives Act to build
a boat yard called Eastern Shipbuilders for a total cost
of $94,000. It was hoped it would produce 18 permanent
jobs. In May, 19I1l. the yard launched the biggest inshore

Makinsons

Makinsons, an unincorporated, landlocked conummity
to the southwest of South River, has a population of
around 400. The present.<fay name of the community is
taken from a local family but the name appears to have
been a postwar development because up to 1945 the area
was described as Goulds and Goulds Road. George
Makinson, who owned a nearby farm, supplied dairy
products to the U.S. base at Argentia, sending them by
rail from what became known as Makinsons Crossing.
The name was then extended to cover the Goulds Road
district too, partly, it is said, to prevent any more of the
community's mail from being delivered to the Goulds
near St. John's.

The earliest reference to Goulds in census documents
occurs in 1857 when "Gullies and Goulds" are credited
with a total of 177 inhabitants. Presumably the area was
setUed earlier, probably for timber and farmland for we

longliner built in Newfoundland at that time; the
$600,000, 65-ft. Avalon Harvester. The 9'Hon boat was
built for Ormen Whelan to prosecute the crab and her­
ring fishery. A disastrous fire levelled the yard in 1984
and it has not been rebuilt.

In 1981, the population of South River stood at 645. In
June 1985, South River expanded its borders to lheedge
of Goulds River by Makinsons Bridge. This increased
the population from around 650 to 700. The community
has about 15 businesses, mostly retail stores. The cur­
rent mayor is James Reid, and the town clerk is Eve­
lyn Crane who helped considerably in compiling this
short account. m

Dawe'. Concrete Products, Maklnsons

hear of Brigus merchant John Leamon's building a cot·
tage in the area around 1830. Also Charles Cozens,



St. Andrew'. Anglican Church, Maklnsons

with many of the inhabitants keeping animals and grow­
ing vegetables. Although the town is unincorporated it
has a water supply and sewage disposal committee.
1bere are, in addition, two large construction compa­
nies with offices and plant at each end of the communi­
ty. To the east lies Dawes Concrete Products (although
due to a boundary change it is technically now part of
adjacent SouUt River) and to the west is Pennecon Con­
struction. Both firms appear to oreer some employment
to residents in Ute area. 11
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Riverside Woolen Mills, remains of old hydro generating plant.

another merchant or Brigus, cleared (ann land in Goulds
in the 18305, land upon which his descendants still live.

The population peaked at 284 in 1891, then feU to 153
in 1911 and 94 in 1945. Employment at Makinsons was
offered by Riverside Woollen Mills owned by the Royal
Stores of 51. John's. The mill was established in 1906 by
Campbell Macpherson and used local wool to produce
blankets, homespuns, coating, mackinaw, cloth and
yarn. Driven in part by power derived from the Goulds
River, the mill employed around 40 and drew people
from the surrounding communities of South River,
Clarke's Beach, Cupids, and Brigus. Managers were
brought in from England the earliest known one being
Mr. Pickles. who was succeeded by Mr. Bray. who re­
tired to England in 1938. He was succeeded by John Fish­
er who stayed until the mill was forced by competitoR
from cheaper imports and high labor costs to close in
December 1959, There is little left today to indicate the
presence of the mill save a few concrete footings,
allhough the Pentecostal Assembly has built a retreat
on the site of the old mill.

Makinsons has two churches, a Pentecostal church op­
posite the post office in Makinsons proper, and St. An­
drew's Anglican Church nearby in what was formerly
called Juniper Stump. In fact, Wltil the Anglican church
was conscecrated in 1957 it was known as the "Juniper
Stump Church". The marriage record of Thomas Cozens
of Juniper Stump and Catherine Haws of Goulds indi­
cates that the congregation bas existed since 1857 or
earlier. The church appears to have originally been a
school and chapel built some time before 1886 and
demolished around 1918 when the present church was
built. It was lit by kerosene lamps until the 19305 when
electric lights were installed and powered by Riverside
Woollen Mills.

Makinsons remains a rural, agricultural commWlity
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Cupids

The community of Cupids was first settled as a colo­
ny by John Guy, the first governor, and 39 colonists in
August 1610 as a commercial venture by the Company
of Adventurers and Planters of London and Bristol. The
site chosen was on the sheltered southern side of a long,
narrow inlet said by local inhabitants to have been sug­
gested by people Iivi~ at what is now ~ort de Gra~e.

The settlement initially prospered. Aided by a mild
winter, the colonists built a storehouse, workhouse, and
a 9O-ft. by 120- ft. stockade (armed with three cannon),
six flShing boats and a l2-ton shallop. Guy was also given
a charter empowering him to administer justice in the
colony, the first attempt at central government in New­
foundland. But the colony soon ran into problems at
home and abroad.

Pirates frequented the area in 1612 and although the
colony was not attacked, the threat of piracy curtailed
additional colonizing activity. Pirate chief Peter Easton
commanded a total of 360 deserters and over 200 im­
pressed men in Conception Bay. In 1614, Guy found the
Company unwiJIing to advance wages and property
grants to the colonists, the Company being disillusioned
by the lack of return on its investment in the colony and
in the constant need for support from home.

By 1616, Captain John Mason had replaced Guy as
governor. He organized cartographic expeditions of the
surrounding coastline in 1616 and 1617 which resulted in
one of the first maps of Newfoundland being published
in 1625. But, by then, Mason had already left for New
England, having resigned in 1621. Meanwhile, the set­
tlement was again under attack.

This time, West County adventurers were busy
denooncing the colony at home in the House of Commons
while encouragiHg their fishermen to inflict damage and
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injury on the colony. To protect itself, the London and
Bristol company applied to the Privy Council in 1620 to
secure jurisdiction over the summer visitors, but per­
mission was denied. So the Company offered its land for
sale.

Historians have asswned from this that the colony died
out somewhere between 1620 and 1650; however, recently
uncovered archeological evidence suggests otherwise.
Dr. R.A. Barakat and his Memorial University team dis­
covered tobacco pipes, spoons, ceramics, nails, spikes,
and a crucible with George I etched on its bottom. They
also found the remains of the stockade. Dr. Barakat has
concluded that the settlement saw continuous use from
1610 to 1800 with light occupation to 1650, a fluctuating
though generally strong population to around 1750 fol­
lowed by a steady decrease to the beginning of the 19th
century. Whatever happened, the census fIgUreS indicate
that by 1836 Cupids had 840 inhabitants. The economy
of Cupids at this time was rooted in fishing, farming, and
sheep raising. The earliest church and school was Wes­
leyan although it was soon after followed by a Church
of England school and church at Burnt Head, the east­
most point of the commWlity. In 1845, the population had
grown to 1143 and 15 vessels were sent to the armual seal
hunt. Although the population increased to 1424 by 1884,
it fell to around 1200 in 1891 and remained at that level
to 1901. Fishing was still the staple industry but was SUtr

ported by two local saw mills.
In 1910 the town held its tricentennial celebrations wit­

nessed by 3,000 people, 2,000 of them visitors. The New·
foundJand Historical Society erected a large, pink
granite monument to John Guy and the city of Bristol
donated a plaque. The Old Colony Association of Toron­
to commissioned a Newfoundlander named Parsons to
sew the second largest Union Jack in the British Em­
pire. It measured 36 ft. by 45 ft. and was flown from a
135-ft. steel mast at Cupids.

By 1935 the population of Cupids was something over
700 and the lumber business of earlier years had been
largely abandoned. H.8. Dawe, a relative of the Brigus
Bartletts, bad started a ftshing business at Cupids in the
19205 with a swnmer station at Spotted Island, Labrador.
But the Depression had reduced the price of fISh and in
the '40& and '5Os many men went to work 00 the U.s. mill·
tary bases so that Cupids came to depend largely on the
inshore fIShery.
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