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from the editor

One of the joys of producing Decks Awash is
hearing from our readers. The letters you send tell
us whether we succeeded or failed. Often when we
are trying to put a history of an area together, we
find ourselves wishing we knew more, convinced
that at least one of you could help—if only we knew
who and how to reach you. Invariably, after we
publish, a letter turns up from a reader who
remembers the event, or has a picture we would
have used.

For example, in this issue Mr. Garland Butt has
written in response to the Hibbs Cove to Brigus
issue, and sent a photo of a schooner his father
drafted for H.B. Dawe.

Readers often write simply to say how much
they like the magazine. We enjoy those letters.
They tell us the kinds of things our readers want
to see in Decks Awash. Sometimes a reader takes
us to task for a mistake. We appreciate those let-

ters too, they keep us on our toes. They make us
work harder and check even more carefully be-
fore we publish next time. But most importantly,
your letters are of value to other readers. When
you add something to what we have written,
everybody gains. Whether it is an update of a sto-
ry, a correction of an inaccuracy, or simply that
you like a certain type of article. As Al Wur-
demann, editor of The Pilot (featured in this is-
sue) says, if you feel strongly enough about
something to write to a publication, other readers
likely feel the same way, too.

If anyone were to ask us who are the most im-
portant people as far as Decks Awash is concer-
nend, unanimously we'd reply, ‘“‘our readers”.

We’ll see you next time when we will be featur-
ing a special section on small business in New-

foundland. 4;7 JN -[0.. ﬁ .
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NOTRE DAME BAY

Key Map

Lewisprte




4 — DECKS AWASH

history

Lewisporte

The first permanent settlers at Lewisporte, then

known as Burnt Bay, were the Woolfreys who moved
there from Moreton's Harbour, New World Island
Jaround 1876. Herbert H. Woolfrey, a son of one of the
original settlers, recalled it was a lonely area covered
mainly with pine and fir trees and frequented only by
indians from the vicinity of what is now known as Miller-
town. The indians seem to have not been entirely peace-
ful. Around 1870, when Herbert’s grandfather Robert had
been paddling his boat and preparing to shoot what he
took to be a duck, he was struck in the back by an ar-
row shot by an indian on the shore. The wound was
minor, Robert’s companion pulled out the arrowhead
with his teeth. Unfortunately, nothing is said of the
missed duck, or what else it might have been.

It seems probable that people from New World and
Fogo Islands (which had been settled around 1700), visit-
ed Burnt Bay irregularly, possibly at the conclusion of
the summer fishery to winter in log cabins known as tilts.
For example, the 1857 census shows 28 people in six fa-
milies living at Burnt Bay, but the 1874 census makes
no mention at all of Burnt Bay.

Beach below original Woolfrey homestead.

Sources differ in naming the first Woolfrey to settle
at Lewisporte. Some say it was Robert, others say it was
George, while others speak of the Woolfrey brothers.

/Herbert Woolfrey has written that his grandfather
Robert and his sons were the first settlers but that Robert
died the same year, the result of a fall on the deck of
aschooner. This would have certainly left the Woolfrey
brothers as the first settlers, one of whom was William
George Woolfrey, Herbert’s father. Robert's wife,
Elizabeth, also died within a few years of arriving and
was buried next to her husband. She had been a Sunday

school superi at Moreton’s Harbour. The Wool-

uinsirrn

Graves of first settiers Robert and Elizabeth Woolfrey.
House in' background stands on site of original Woolfrey
homestead.

freys had a civilizing effect on the area, in the first year
building a small schoolhouse that doubled as a place of
worship and Sunday school. Maria Woolfrey was the first
teacher.

The ma]onty of wly settlers were Wesleyans from
but whether they
moved for religious or economic reasons cannot be said
with certainty. There was much to attract settlement as
Burnt Bay had abundant stands of trees down to the

water’s edge and, once cleared, much arable land—two |*

commodities that by this time were in increasingly short
supply on the islands to the north. Senator Fred Rowe
has written that his grandfather, an early settler: “‘oc-
cupied and received a grant for about 50 acres, a large
area compared with the cramped circumstance of the
outside Islands.”

During the summer, the early settlers built flakes and
huts and continued with the summer fishery. The winter
months were what Herbert Woolfrey described as a time
for hard labor. Men took to the woods with axes and pit
saws and as soon as they had enough lumber sawed,
started building houses and boats. This abundance of
timber and concentration on boatbuilding in the follow-
ing decades gradually superseded the fishery as the
mainstay of the community.

By 1884 the community had 25 families, all but seven
of the 150 inhabitants being Wesleyans. The census
makes no mention of a church or minister bul Lhe ﬂedg
ling ity was visited by missi Yo
first being the Reverend Thomas Early from Herring
Neck. It has also been suggested that the first church
was built in 1880, the same year as the first school, but
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Primer and slate used by Harry Starkes as a boy.
it seems probable they were the same building. There
is no mention of a church in the 1891 census although a
school with accommodation for 50 is listed. Unfortunate-
| ly, records for this period are rare, most having perished
in a 1905 blaze that destroyed the parsonage.

The community was called Big Burnt Bay in the 1891
census when 235 inhabitants were recorded. It was also
| for a time called Marshville or Marshallville after the
Reverend Marshall who is also said to have given the
name Woolfrey its present spelling. Prior to that it was
Woolfray. In 1901, Lewisporte received its first perma-
nent Wesleyan minister, the Reverend C. Abner
Whitemarsh. He enlisted the aid of Isaac Dean and a Mr.
Butler from Botwood to build a church on the site of the
Loyal Orange Lodge the following year. Work started
on a new Methodist church in 1913, completed and dedi-
cated as St. Matthew's in 1916.

Economic events around 1900 were to have a major
and lasting effect on Lewisporte. One was the building
ofa hnnchrmlwaylmefmm NotreDameJuncuoxLTbJs
ultimately led to Lewi: te's b
tribution, and supply centre for Labrador—and lhe
northeast coast once the trans-insular railway was com-

of a lumber yard at Lewisporte by Lewis Miller in 1900.
+ Scottish born Lewis Miller who had extensive lumber
in Sweden, d himself in
land just prior to 1900. Sweden had refused to renew tim-
ber leases to foreign nationals and Miller, possibly
influenced by fellow Scot Sir Robert G. Reid and stories
of vast timber reserves and a convenient railway in New-
foundland, established lumber mills at Glenwood and
Millertown. At Marshville he established a lumberyard

pleted in 1898. The other major event was the building,

to handle 40 million board feet of lumber a year. Saw-
mills at Glenwood, Notre Dame Junction, Norris Arm,
Grand Falls, Millertown and Badger sent lumber to
Marshville. Wharves were built, one some 900 ft. long,
so that brigs, brigantines, and barques could transport
the lumber to foreign parts.

Lewis Miller had also brought with him 60-70 of his
Swedlsh employees. Some formed a small community
lat the end of the railway track which, together with the
sidings and yards, they had helped build. Around 1900
the name of the town was changed to Lewisport (the fi-
nal e was added later) in honor of Miller. The name
Millerport was briefly considered but discarded as be-
ing too easily confused with Millertown. Lewisporte be-
came a boom town.

Miller had initially engaged his Swedish employees
on a three-year contract at $1 a day, a figure that it was
hoped could be improved upon in time. But the initial
timber surveys had been optimistic and much of the
wood was over-mature. Miller suffered other setbacks
too: a new sawmill at Millertown burned down under
mysterious cir Miller’s was not
quite the economic success he had hoped. In 1903 his
Swedes started to move away, some to Minnesota, others
back to Sweden. Miller sold out and moved to Sheet Har-
bour, N.S. The buyer, Harry J. Crowe, later sold out to
the Harmsworth family mEnglmd who later established
the Angl (A.N.D.) Com-
pany, mxll at Grand Fal]s.

In the meantime, Lewisporte's fortunes remained
buoyant. From 1906 to 1908 construction of the A.N.D.
pulpmill at Grand Falls saw a steady supply of materi-
als, particularly heavy machinery, pass through
Lewisporte. But with the completion of the mill, the
AN.D. Company cancelled its contract to ship pulp with
the Reid Railway, arguing freight rates were too high,
and built its own line to Botwood. This left only freight
from the west end of the Island and from St. John's,
together with coal, being delivered to Lewisporte. Still,
the pattern of Lewisporte had been established. In 1911
it supported 514 people dependent on its port, railway,
and various aspects of the lumber business including
pulp and boat building. As Senator F. W. Rowe has point-
ed out: by the beginning of the First World War, none
of the residents were even part-time fishermen.”

The town was big and important enough to warrant
a hotel. Robert William Manuel moved to Lewisporte
from Exploits Islands around 1900 and built Manuel
Hotel. The rail line ended at Lewisporte and travellers
to Notre Dame Bay and St. Anthony waited at R.W.
Manuel’s to take the coastal steamer. Manuel’s daugh-
ter, Louise Badcock, recalls Wilfred Grenfell stayed

e

R.W. Manuel’s hotel c. 1915. (Photo:
na Benedict).

Courtesy Dr. Christi-
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nw Manuel’s hotel today was renamed the Carson Hotel
but closed some years ago.

there and Madame Toulinguet (Georgina Stirling of
Twillingate), a talented local opera singer who had per-
formed in the opera houses of Europe, sang at the hotel.
Manuel’s granddaughter, Christina Benedict, says R. W.
Manuel was always dressed in three-piece suits, was
aleader in the community and a good businessman. He
was also a stern man who never drank, smoked, nor
smiled. Liquor was not available at the hotel. But it is
said that travellers arriving late at night would take a
key from the unattended front desk, occupy a room for
the night, then take breakfast and pay their bill in the
morning.

The period between the two wars saw a levelling off
in the growth of Lewisporte. The population grew slightly
to 564 in 1935, then the Second World War brought
renewed activity. Already a distribution centre for oil
and gasoline in Notre Dame Bay, Lewisporte became
the supply depot of aviation gas for Imperial Oil (1938)
and Shell Oil (1940) to service the new airport at Gander.
Both companies set up tank storage farms at Lewisporte.
The military also moved in, putting a couple of guns on
the hillside as defence against possible Nazi U-boat at-
tacks. Three military camps, were built: one at
Bowater’s depot, another where Blue Buoy Foods now
stands, and one for officers at the eastern end of the
town. The military also installed a diesel-driven light-
ing plant and a water system complete with water tow-
er. At war’s end the newly formed Lewisporte Town

) HMS “BRITON] St Jolw's, N-F.

S o awean L1916~

) Herewith £ /.5 © montily allotment for 7757 * jrom
Af// It R 57 O ity eparnbion: Gk
far the same poriod.
Totl & 2.70- 0 r $ 2. 76
Please sign this form whero marked X and return it in the enclosed
. stamped addressed envelopo by first opportunity. Do not et off the
\lower half, but return the whole form. If you aro wnable to write,
make your mark below and get a witness to sign.

To
P Mrnen. St 6 4 B wYLLYS,
oo stacle. Cdms v Flect Paymastar.
. S et

RECEIVED the above £
5 xJ{_nJhu...._L Htan X
Date Bee 3E 1914 ﬁy"“ Wik

Pay slip to crew member of H.M.S. Briton 30 November,
1916.

Council under mayor Albert Anstey took over the utili-
ties. Harry Starkes recalls that there was enough elec-
trical power to run lights, a washer, and a fridge, but
not enough to use a stove. These services, together with
forest firefighting improvements, led Lewisporte peo-
ple to build more permanent homes on concrete footings.
By 1945 the population had grown to 821.

War’s end saw the retirement of hotel owner R. W.
Manuel to Corner Brook, but his hotel was taken over
by the Pelley family who kept the old name. Around the
same time, the Royal Hotel was built at Lewisporte by
Roland G. Starkes from Nippers Harbour. Starkes
served three terms in the Newfoundland Government
and was a member of the National Convention.

In 1947, Lewisporte Wholesalers was started by Fred
Blair. With wharfage at the eastern end of the town, the
company supplied the northern coastline of Newfound-
land with foodstuffs by schooner. Calvin Coates recalls
that, in 1953, most of the company’s employees worked
on the boats, about 25 people, and less than a dozen
worked in the office. In 1949, Steers also began a whole-
sale supply business at Lewisporte.

D.W.S. Ryan writing in the Atlantic Guardian, 1948,
described Lewisporte: “A picturesque town stretched
out along an extensive smooth harbour front...with a
twin-spired white painted church, a modern two-storey

0il company wharf and CN wharf in b;crg;ound.

school, a projection of wharves, an assembly of huge alu-
minum and grey-painted oil-storage tanks...and extend-
ing from east to west and leisurely set out a little distance
from the harbour’s edge, the painted dwellings of a thou-
sand inhabitants.”

The town received weekly visits from the $.S. Clyde,
and bi-monthly visits from the S.S. Glencoe ferrying pas-
sengers and freight. A daily train connected Lewisporte
to Notre Dame Junction where passengers could pick
up the east- or westbound train. There was little chance
of missing the Lewisporte train. The locomo-
tive sounded its whistle continuously for half an hour pri-
or to departure—11 p.m. in winter, 4 a.m. in summer.
Another train took aviation gas daily to Gander at the
rate of half a million gallons a month. And Lewisporte
became the supply centre for Bowater’s East Coast
Woods Operations handling supplies for woods opera-
tions as far away as Bay d’Espoir on the south coast.

In 1952, HMS Briton was towed from St. John’s to
Lewisporte harbor where she stayed 20 years. Built as
the HMS Calypso in 1881 for the British Royal Navy as
a sailing corvette, she had been renamed HMS Briton
in 1916 and used as a training ship by the Royal New-
foundland Naval Reserve until 1919 when she was sold
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The present St. Matthew’s United Church.

to A_H. Murray Ltd. for salt storage. Ultimately she was
to lend her name to a rehabilitation unit, the Calypso
Centre for handicapped men opened in 1976, although she
was towed away to Embree in 1968. She is still remem-
bered as HMS Briton through the Brittany Inns at
Lewisporte outside which the ship’s old anchor still
stands.

Lewisporte gained a regional library in 1946 and street
paving in 1959. The town also received its first watering
hole in the late 1950s in the form of the Canadian Legion.
Strong but unsuccessful opposition to the granting of a
liquor licence was voiced by the United Church.

In 1961, the first edition of the local newspaper
Lewisporte Pilot was d and in 1962 the ional

Brittany  Jnns

The HMS Calypso
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school was opened. This was followed in 1964 by the open-
ing of a marine haulout. A new St. Matthew’s United
Church costing $205,000 was opened 14 March 1964. Be-
ginning in the late 1960s, a tuna sports fishing industry
began drawing sportsmen from around the world. Blue
Fin tuna in excess of 800 Ibs. were caught but the indus-
try died out in the late 1970s with the disappearance of
the tuna.

Other major additions to the town have been a senior
citizen's home called North Haven Manor opened in 1979,
a new Anglican Church and a new Salvation Army
Citadel and several schools. Lewisporte has a shopping
mall and a 3,000-acre industrial park. The population,
which had grown to 3,782 by 1976, grew slightly to 3,963
by 1981. The service and distribution centre function that
has been part of Lewisporte for nearly 100 years con-
tinues to be the dominant characteristic of this vibrant
community.

BEOTHIC FISH
PROCESSORS LTD.

Producers of
.*ap'”f- SEA-LICIOUS
& Products
Buyers and Processors of all types of
Fish 4
SUPPLIERS OF

FISH SALT AND FISHERMEN SUPPLIES
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businesses

Sidney Gosse is the young and
enterprising owner of Bayrider
Boats alongside the road to Stan-
hope and, as of the last six weeks,
the owner of Mariners Marine
store in downtown Lewisporte.
Sid was born in Twillingate, but
having moved from there at the
age of five considers himself
from Lewisporte. It’s early in the
year for both sides of the busi-
ness, so we're fortunate enough
to be able to sit down with him
and find out how things are going.

“I started Bayrider Boats in
June 1979, Sid informs us. “I
wanted to build a boat for myself,
but I didn’t have the patience to
build a wooden boat, and
fibreglass looked like a good al-
ternative, especially since
fibreglass lasts longer and re-
quires less maintenance. As I
started to read up on it, I realized
there are two ways to build
fibreglass boats, from a plug or
a mould. It was just as easy to
have a mould and build extra
boats to recover the cost of my
own. People would drop by to see
what was going on, and the next
thing I knew they were ordering
boats for themselves.

I got a couple of orders from
Twillingate and Leading Tickles
and then farther afield. We were
actually the second fibreglass
boat shop on the island, but I
didn’t know Glass Fiber Plastics
had started in St. John’s a year
.| earlier. Luckily enough they had
done all the ground work with
places like the Fisheries Loan
Board and had created a market
for fibreglass boats. Our design
was different and people around
here came to us instead of going
to St. John's. We've scrapped the
original design and now have a
new design in three different
sizes. The 17-ft. size is used by

the area today

Sidney Gosse

lobster fishermen, the 19-ft. size
is most popular with fishermen
because it’s small enough to be
handled by one man, and the
22-ft. size is better if you have a
crew.”

It hasn’t been all plain sailing,
though, as Sid is the first to ad-
mit. He got into the boat busi

Bayrider Boats—forward as she goes

with them direct. Fishermen
complain about prices, but they
don’t know how little we make on
what we sell. We don’t expect a
lot of business with fishing gear
because there aren’t enough resi-
dent fishermen and the Marine
Centres in Twillingate and Triton
provide the services Notre Dame
Bay fishermen need.”

Sid has been asked to sit on the
local marina committee and he
has some definite ideas on what
the town should be doing in terms
of attracting business with more
yachts around. Lewisporte has a
great harbor, deep enough for
ocean-going oil tankers, and
Notre Dame Bay is full of islands,
which makes for a lot of interest-
ing boating. Several of them had
communities until quite recently
and you can find plenty of evi-
dence of them. On the other hand,
you can spend your time free as
a bird and not see anyone at all.

““The town has plans to extend
the marina wharf,” Sid says.
“Bringing the marina up to the
proper level would bring in a lot

when the market for. fibreglass
boats started, but the downturn in

the economy, and the fishery in
particular, was hard on all boat-

builders. Sid had to lay people off
last year for the first time. He
opened up the Mariners Marine
store on Main Street to have
something to keep him going year
round.

“I'm trying to get geared up for
selling dinghies and pleasure
boats, which would give the store
a bit of a bhoost,” he surmises.
“There are some small-boat
fishermen in Embree; Little
Burnt Bay, Summerford and
Campbellton. We couldn’t com-
pete in midshore and offshore

sales because our suppliers deal

of b Last ayacht
from the United States over 100
ft. long stopped in out at Exploits
for three or four days. There are
no facilities from Conception Bay
on, except for a tie-up in Terra
Nova National Park. We hope to
pick up work on repairing
fibreglass boats by the marina.
There are enough longliners on
the go now to justify a facility.”
This is something that wouldn’t
take away business from the ex-
isting marine centres since work
on fibreglass boats is not permit-
ted at the marine centres because
of the dust and fume problem.
“We were allowed to repair one
boat at Twillingate,” confirms
Sid, ‘““but that was on an excep-
tional basis. The slipway here
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used to be busy, but now it's emp-
ty because it’s outdated. It has an
old-fashioned trolley system
rather than a lift. Marine centres
can get a boat out of the water
and sited in a half-hour, but here
it takes the best part of a day.
You just don’t have the flexibili-
ty here. We’ve got the personnel
to do the work, the slipway to
handle boats, and the demand is
there. Burry's Marine in Glover-
town have the lease on the facili-
ties, but they only use it as an
overflow from Glovertown and
Clarenville.”

The longer we talk to Sid
Gosse, the more we realize that
we have found a true en-
trepreneur, a man willing to take
risks and get things done. Being
successful is never standing still
in Sid’s mind and he has other
plans for the future.

“Our fishing boats have been
fairly successful and I'd like to
get into building small daycruis-
ers, 24-foot pleasure boats witha
cabin and sleeping facilities,” he

Completed fibreglass boat awaits delivery.

reveals. “Henry Ford’s Model T
was something most people could
afford and that’s the kind of con-
cept Newfoundlanders appreci-
ate. Nearly everybody wants to
get on the water and if you build
a boat that’s reasonably priced
without all the frills that’s what

will sell. We wouldn’t be building
aracing yacht like True North!”

Maybe not, but you can be sure
that Bayrider's boats will be
moving around Notre Dame Bay
long after the million-dollar
yachts have put into harbor for
the last time. L]

Trees represent the most precious land-based renewable resource in New-
foundland and Labrador. The Department of Forest Resources and Lands spends
millions of taxpayers’ dollars annually to protect and enhance the forest. A vital
goal is to ensure that young trees are allowed to thrive so they can form the forest
of the future. Therefore | would like to ask for the help of people who go into
the woods on all-terrain vehicles and machines,

Enjoy your trips into the woods, but please try to avoid running over young fir
and spruce trees. Keep the future in mind.

Minister of Forest Resources and Lands

Please don't run over those small trees. They're our future.

Len Simms, MHA
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Lewisporte Wholesalers

Lewisporte Wholesalers is the
town'’s largest employer, giving
work to about 120 people. A sup-
plier of groceries, lumber, and
hardware to retailers from
Glovertown to Springdale, Fogo
to Bay d’Espoir, and the whole of
Labrador probably makes the
firm the largest wholesaler in
central Newfoundland. The com-
pany is housed in a vast
110,000-sq. ft. warehouse but had
its origins by the ocean in what is
now the defunct Northcott fish
processing plant. Pierce Vincent,
office manager at Lewisporte
|| Wholesalers, first came to

of 19 trucks within 24 hours. The
company also depends heavily on
CN Marine for its Labrador ac-
counts. Rumors abound about
CN’s plans for the future and
range from upgrading its termi-
nal facilities at Lewisporte to
moving its northern service ter-
minal entirely to St. Anthony.
The latter is an unpleasant pos-
sibility for Lewisporte
Wholesalers.

“The extra cost of trucking to
St. Anthony would be astronomi-
cal,” admits Pierce.

CN rail has also managed to

Pierce Vincent . | deal the company a nasty blow by

Lewisporte from St. John’s to |;, by phone. A computerized sys- | all but abandoning rail deliveries
work as controller for Nickersons |tam has most orders filled and on | to Lewisporte. A recent fertilizer

which had bought out Northcott.
Nickersons left in the spring of
1982, so Pierce joined Lewisporte
Wholesalers.

“The market is pretty stable
but the competition gets tougher
all the time,” says Pierce.
‘‘There’s more companies in the
food wholesaling business all af-
ter the same piece of cake. It me-
ans you've got to offer better
service and better deals to your
customers. There's been a big
change in the building industry,
too, in the last few years. The
government programs of re-
habilitating older homes are not
being renewed—things like
insulation—so there’s less incen-
tive for people to fix up their
homes.”

The company has a team of 12

their way in the company’s fleet | shipment from the Maritimes

Lewisporte Wholesalers

salesmen on the road handling
orders which they code and send

Chester

AWE

Kitchens, Windows, Doors, Lumber, Siding,
Home Packages, Hardware and Much, Much More

h  address lab
ffn ?ﬁz f‘;gﬁtrfofgf?j,m You save when you buy where the builders buy
subscription expiry date. | 368-3104
Renew now to avoid inter- L Topsail Road, P.O. Box 8280, St. John's,

ruption in your subscriptiol Newfoundland, A1B 3N4
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had to be trans-shipped to trucks
at Grand Falls for delivery to
Lewisporte which resulted in ex-
tra costs.

“Larger items like sewage
tanks and gasoline tanks that nor-
mally come by rail will be more
expensive now we have to truck
them in. Shipping by sea is all
right between St. John’s and
Corner Brook but not practical
here, unless you have a whole

ship load.”

Pierce is a finance man: he
worked 20 years in St. John's,
mostly for an accounting firm.

“I guess you wander around
until you find your niche," he re-
marks. “I taught for a year in
Fortune, and that was enough to
know that teaching wasn't for
me. Then I discovered office
work and I found accounting in-
teresting, so I went back to

Memorial in 1966 and did com-
merce. A lot of decisions in busi-
ness are based on financial data.
Of course the more information
you get, the more people want.
But it’s more than just pushing
figures around, it's also a matter
of setting up a proper accounting
system and controls.”

When the going gets financial-
ly tough, Pierce sounds like a
good man to have around. E

CN Marine

Lewisporte’s reason for being
is implicit in the name. It’s a port.
CN Marine has the biggest facil-
ity, handles the most freight, and
has the most ships. Employing 65
in summer and 14 in winter, it is
the second largest employer in
town.

“We have the status of Gate-
way to the North,” explains assis-
tant terminal manager Harry
Pardy, 36, who transferred from
Port aux Basques two years ago.
““We are a distribution centre for
Labrador from Nain in the north
to Red Bay in the south.”

CN Marine ships everything
from food to dynamite, from
heavy equipment to sand and ce-
ment. It has two large vessels
operating between Lewisporte
and Goose Bay. The M.V. Sir
Robert Bond, which operates be-
tween June and mid-September,
and the M. V. Ambrose Shea that
takes over from the Bond and
runs until mid-December. (This
year they will also take in Cart-
wright.) Last year the Bond
made 24 round trips, and carried
3,000 people. In addition, the M.V.
Bonavista and the M.V.
Taverner—smaller coastal boats
that carry about 100 passengers
and 100 tens of freight—operate
between Lewisporte and Nain
and a lot of ports in between.

“From Lewisporte to Nain is
1152 port miles,” says Harry.
“It’s an 18-day round trip and we
charge passengers 10 cents a
mile, so last year a single trip
would have cost around $115.”

It sounds like it would make a
pleasure cruise for tourists, but

Harry Pardy

Harry emphasizes it is not
designed for that purpose. In fact
they will not accept reservations
from people outside the province.
This route, subsidized by the fed-
eral government, is specifically
designed to accommodate the
people of Labrador, to allow them
movement between their com-
munities and the Island of New-
foundland.

“For the people of Labrador
it’s their taxi. They don’t want the
boat filled with tourists pulling
into a little port so they can’t get
on,” explains Harry.

CN also offers special, subsi-
dized shipping rates. For exam-
ple, if a family have to relocate
they can rent an 8-ft. by 8-ft. by
20-ft. container and move proba-
bly their entire belongings from
Lewisporte to Goose Bay for
around $102—provided the total

weight is less than 10,000 lbs.

Today most of CN’s freight is
containerized, most of it com-
mercial. Lewisporte Wholesal-
ers, shipping food and building
materials to Labrador, are CN’s
biggest customer. Cargoes are
mainly items Lewisporte
Wholesalers has trucked from the
mainland in bulk, then broken
down into smaller individual
orders.

‘“There are hardly any
wholesalers in Labrador, proba-
bly none big enough to order a
truckload of tissues or beans,”
Harry points out.

The move to containerization
has speeded up freight and by
reducing the labor intensiveness
of individual freight handling,
made it more efficient. By
providing better protection for
freight, containers also reduced
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damage claims dramatically.

““You still get people coming in
here, for instance, with some-
thing like a bed they want
shipped. Often it's still got the
legs on and looks like they just
got out of it. Chances are nine
times out of ten it will get
damaged unless we’ve got a con-
tainer we can put it in right
away.”

One item CN ships a lot of is dy-
namite. It seems every construc-
tion job in Labrador starts with
blasting. It’s shipped in wooden
boxes but has to be kept well
away from food. Not because of
the possibility of instant baked
potatoes but because some of it
emits a fuel-oil smell that pene-
trates everything including plas-
tic bags. Last year one shipment
of dynamite was so big that a spe-
cial ship was chartered to move
it.

In 1985, CN moved 25,070 tons
of freight through Lewisporte in
the five-month operating season.
The M.V. Atron, a large contain-
er ship out of St. John’s, made
five visits to pick up heavy equip-
ment. Other vessels use CN’s
350-ft. wharf, too, such as lumber

ships taking birch to Europe and
ships loading scrap steel. But
they have to choreograph their
visits not to interfere with the
regular CN vessels which means
they sometimes have to put out in
the bay while a passenger ship
unloads.

During the winter the terminal
becomes a container repair

centre and maintenance depot for

CN Marine’s Wharf

the yard’s 26 forklifts, 4 tractors
and 2 container handlers, and
employs 14. When we visited,
long awaited plans for upgrading
the terminal had been temporar-
ily shelved, but one fact is evi-
dent. The town’s two largest
employers, Lewisporte Wholesal-
ers and CN Marine depend on
each other for their business,

Lewisporte has four wharves:
CN'’s, the tanker terminal, the old
Northeott fish plant, and the pub-
lic wharf by the haul-out. In late
April there’s not much activity at
most wharves, the ice is scarce-
ly out of the bay. Still, we found
a number of men working on
their boats and on the wharf
itself.

George Payne is foreman of a
team of nine men building piers
to extend the public wharf.

“These piers are 14 by 15 feet
and I suppose the posts go up 18
or 20 feet. The wharf’s been here
five or six years and we put a
piece on her three years ago.
There are 10 of these things to
make which means 18 weeks’
work.”

Beached close by is the pleas-
ure boat Florence Dawn belong-

Lewisporte wharves

Public Wharf, Lewisporte

ing to Roy Pomeroy who is | daughters,” explains Roy who

painting her for the summer.
‘‘She’s named after my two

built the boat himself.

““The stem and ribs are spruce,
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Ernest Ball working on new pier.

so’s the planks on the bottom. The
rest is plywood, ordinary grade.
As long as you keep the water
from getting in the ends, it’s OK.”

Two other men appear. Gord
Brown and Bob Sheppard are
also working on their boat, the
Brandan K.

“Thave a son called Bradley,”
says Gord. “‘He's got a son called
Andrew. So we put the BR of
Bradley, the AN of Andrew, and
the DAN of Dana together to get
Brandan—then the little girl Kay-
la came along so we put the K on
the end. People look at it and ask,
‘Where’d you get a name like
that?’

The Brandan K has a 132 h.p.
diesel and a professionally built
hull. But the men built the super-
structure themselves including a
big deckhouse which looks a good
size for holding parties.

“Yes, that one never goes off

without a party or comes back

Bob Sheppard, Gord Brown, Roy Pomeroy

Bob looks across to the haul-out

without a party,” remarks Bob. | where a fishery protection vessel
““This wharf is filled in summer.
There must be around 100 pleas-

ure boats then measuring any-
where from 17 to 50 feet.”

Shipyard at l.awlspor’la‘

and a longliner stand.
“Burry’s of Glovertown own

-
1
|
|

the shipyard now. There were six
boats on it for the winter, but I
think it costs something like $800.
There’s half a dozen boats sitting
here that would have been over
there if the price had been $300.”

Lewisporte is well situated with
many miles of sheltered waters
so that it’s a centre for pleasure
boating. People from Gander fre-
quently keep their boats at
Lewisporte.

Roy, Gord, and Bob are enter-
taining storytellers, but they’'ve
work to do. Still, they agree to
have their picture taken before
starting. As they stand by Roy’s
boat, one describes the picture.

““The only honest man accom-
panied by two liars from
Lewisporte. Now who’s the
honest man?"
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Dressed to fill

Gerald Woolfrey, 49, is the
latest operator of the family saw-
mill that started up after the big
operations had closed down.

“I practically grew up in the
woods," he tells us as we walk up
to his house on Pond Road just
above the sawmill on Main
Street. ““I was with Steers Limit-
ed for 15 years from 1954 to 1969.
They were a big employer until
they closed down not too long af-
ter a fire in the 1970s. My grand-
father started the mill 60 years
ago and we're the only sawmill in
Lewisporte that dresses lumber
and saws logs as well. I started
with my father and uncle until
my father retired in 1965 and
started my own business after
Uncle Frank decided to retire in
1969. While there had been noth-
ing to cut for a few years, when
1 started up there was an abun-
dance of sawlog timber.

“This area was burned over
80-100 years ago and this is all
new growth. When the operation
started it was mainly fire-killed
pine that was harvested, but now
there’s no pine at all. My grand-
mother and A.T. Woolfrey were
brother and sister, so we go back
to the earliest settlers. From
what I can remember of what my
grandfather said, people would
come over for the summer
months and in the fall of the year
to cut boat timber, and some
might stay a winter or two. That
could have been why there
seemed to be a gap in set-
tlement.”

Although Gerald’s mill is the
only such business in Lewisporte,
there are other similar sawmills
in Birchy Bay and Embree buy-
ing rough lumber from mills in
Norris Arm, Campbellton, Hor-
wood, Stoneville and Porterville
and dressing it.

“We have skidders and trac-
tors, but cutting is only a small
part of our business,” Gerald
confirms. “My son Harry's been|
working in the business for three
years since he finished school,

I'm out in the woods until it's
dark. Many people who logged
for Abitibi-Price are logging for
private contractors now. The
sawmill operations have got to
the point where their main busi-
ness is pulpwood and that's
seasonal. We're not involved in
pulpwood at all because I have
my permit to cut lumber only on
company property. The supply is
pretty limited with scattered
sawlogs and a long haul.”
Gerald is hoping the current
slowdown is only temporary and
that he can think in terms of fu-
ture expansion. There hasn’t
been much new housebuilding in

and I have three other workers.

recent years, but cabins and
renovations have kept him active
the last three or four years. Ger-
ald cuts on the north side of
Lewisporte as there's very little
left to cut on the south side, where
the budworm damage was very
bad and timber had to be har-
vested.

‘A lot of the good timber was
cut at the same time and the
paper companies ended up with
it all—that’s happened all over
the island,” he comments emo-
tionally. “Most of the forestry
policy is geared to the paper com-
panies and in many cases dictat-
ed by them. We're hoping the
Sawmillers Association can coun-
ter some of that in terms of jobs.
This is the first time I've felt
comfortable with an association.
It’s incorporated, active and has
representation from all around
the province.”

For the time being, Woolfrey’s
sawmill is turning out up to
650,000 board feet a year.

“Lots of people cut their own
logs under the permit system and
bring them to us to dress,” Ger-
ald explains. “The business is
seasonal from April to Novem-
ber, when it's only possible to
operate in a heated building

A Tradition in
Newfoundland Homes
For more than a
Quarter of a Century

&,

Newfoundland Television

FOUNDLAND'S FIVE STAR NETWORK, 24 H
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which we don’t have. That’s when
we go into the woods and cut our
own timber. We were able to start
dressing earlier this year be-
cause of the warm weather in
April.

“We might want to get into
specialty items like mouldings or
hardwoods, but it's not a good
area for hardwoods. The birch
was cut up for the mill in Loon
Bay and this area was cut out.
There is a big birch stand in the
Millertown area but nothing in
here. I'm not hankering after
moving, I guess I'm anchored
here now. My son Harry has ex-
pressed an interest in the mill
and my daughter Anne is in
university and hasn’t made plans
for the future yet."”

Two weeks after we speak to
Gerald, Lewisporte is in the news

Loading lnd dressing Iumb'r at the Woolfrey mlll

because of a fire burning close to
town.

“It was a little scary,” Gerald
admits when we call him, “but
the fire never came closer than

seven miles away. It didn’t des-
troy a lot of timber, mostly scrub-
by second growth. Our area
wasn't touched at all.” u

Ready to eat

One quality of a good manager
is to be able to work well under
pressure. Christopher Wilton, 21,
who runs Eastern Ocean
Products while his father,
Robert, is out of town, is looking
at a very dead motor on a fryer
machine. It's holding up produc-
tion but Christopher quickly has
things under control, and even
manages to smile.

““This is a secondary process-
ing plant—everything that comes
out of here is ready to go on the
store shelf,” explains
Christopher. *“‘We smoke a lot of
fish: cod, mackerel, herring,
caplin, char, salmon—we’re the
biggest producers of smoked
salmon in the province.”

We’ve heard about smoked ba-
con that it is chemically treated
for taste. Is fish treated this way?

“No, we use natural smoke
from oak and cherry chips. The
oak is milder—we use it on char
and salmon. Cherry is used on
kippers and mackerel. There's a
difference in the temperatures,
too. Kippers get a hot smoke,
anywhere between 30 and 80
degrees—that’s how we get the
nice red texture. Climate smok-
ing for salmon is anywhere be-

Chris Wilton

tween 22 and 28 degrees.

“There’s liquid smoke too—we
don’t use it—but people often say
that’s artificial. I don’t know
why. It’s just a tar gathered from
real smoke that’s sprayed over
food in a fine mist, sometimes
with added heat.”

Eastern Ocean Products,
formed three years ago, is Ohe
hild of former

h
br

land Farm Products president
Robert Wilton. The plant is locat-
ed in the old Northcott fishplant
at Lewisporte, the town chosen
for its central location in New-
foundland. Prior to coming to
Lewisporte, Robert owned
Clarenville Ocean Products
which consisted of two prxmary
pr ing plants. S

processing plants, like Eastern
Ocean Products, have the poten-
tial for producing higher profits
from a given quantity of fish, but
a lot more effort is put into

processing.

“Take smoked salmon,” says
Chris. “You bandsaw out the
backbone while it’s frozen. It
makes a better looking side than
\allowing it to thaw then hacking
|it off with a knife. The trimmed,
‘partially thawed sides are then
salted with a special mixture and
allowed to stand overnight. This
gives them time to get tacky and
allows the smoke to take better.
|After about 4 hours’ smoking, the
fish is allowed to dry before be-
ing packaged and frozen. We also
make cod and crab au gratin,
which is cooked, and we are
working on a new line of breaded
products that will include fish
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fingers, cocktail cubes and cod
nuggets.”

Chris has come in at the ground
floor of the business which has 10
full-time employees, but he is en-
joying it. The business runs pret-
ty well year round using fish
trucked in from ice-free ports in
winter. He doesn’t have a title.

“I'm a jack-of-all-trades.
Sometimes in the summer I do
sales, take orders and try to sell
the product. I did the art work on
a lot of our packages. I've taken
a few courses at the College of
Fisheries: practical sea food
processing, a smoking course,
and a quality assessment and in-
dustrial sanitation course. I'm
also the plant inspector. I make
sure everybody wears a hairnet
or a cap and the right clothes. It's
very important in secondary
operations. What we are produc-
ing goes straight to people’s ta-
bles, there’s nothing in between."

Tony Pearce - Cod-au-gratin.

The sign says Hinco Manufac-
turing but the actual business
name is S. Hynes and Son
Manufacturing, which is a little
long for a lawn sign. Most of the
work is done from a building be-
hind the house.

Scott, Randy and Betty Hynes aboard the le boat.

““My son, Randy, chose the Hin-
co and that’s what appears on our
truck campers,” Scott Hynes ex-
plains. “Randy is interested in
the business and I changed the
name to give him the feeling he’s
part of it. He's very good with the

Hinco Manufacturing—‘‘putting the lid on”’

carpentry work. I'm from Ar-
nold’s Cove, Placentia Bay, and
my wife Betty’s from Lewisporte.
1 met her here and we’ve been
married 23 years. I moved away
from Arnold’s Cove before the oil
boom hit. The three of us handle
the business, and when it’s busy
I have another guy on. The first
two years I was really busy and
I had two extra employees.”

Making truck campers would
seem to be a very logical thing to
get into in Newfoundland, where
every truck seems to have one
aboard in summer and fall. Sur-
prisingly, few businesses have
caught onto the fact.

““The only other business like
mine is in St. John's,” Seott in-
forms us, ‘‘and they're more into
travel trailers and motor homes.
I'll get into that eventually, but I
don’t want to get in over my head.
1 worked with Steers Limited un-
til they got burnt out. Drawing
unemployment got me thinking
about going into business for my-
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self and I decided to build a cam-
per. That was back in 1978.”

Scott’s hard work paid off and
he now has customers from all
over the province with most of his
truck campers built to order.

“A customer comes in and I
ask what kind of truck he has and
whether he wants to match the
color to the truck. The interiors
are all done to the customer’s
specifications,” Scott adds. “I'll
build campers that I think will
sell well over the winter and peo-
ple come here in the spring and
choose, but I prefer to take cus-
tom orders. Some people might
want a vanity built in or a place
for the CB radio. You also need
to know if they want a stove and
fridge. That way they get what
they want at a much cheaper
price. I leave a space fer them if
they say no, just in case they
change their mind three weeks
later.

““Most of my customers for the
campers are from around New-

On the road again - a Hinco camper on a Twillingate truck.

foundland, but I cater to a lot of
people from the mainland who
need some repairs and service on
their units, when they come to get
propane gas. I repair propane
gas stoves and fridges as well as
selling gas. Now that people know

COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT

70 Kenmount Road, St. John's, NF
(709) 1380

Authorized MERCURY DEALER
Sales and Service

We are pleased to announce that our
Sales and Service Department is now open
and fully equipped to accommodate your boating needs.
The new '85 Mercury Outboards
are now in stock!
Drop in and compare!
SERVICE DEPARTMENT

|Ready with parts and the expertise of technician Mike Coleman
(15 years of Mercury experience|

me, I have all kinds of repairs to
do on units. People come in with
their trailers dented or a door to
be fixed and I've done a whole
side on a motor home. Travel
trailers aren’t really any differ-
ent. The biggest camper I've
built is a 10 footer. Most of my
units have been 8-9 feet, but with
the piece over the cab for sleep-
ing they can range up to 13 feet.
Camper sales have slackened off
the last two years because people
have had difficulties in getting
finance. I think things will come
back up this year with the lower
interest rates.’

There have been times when
Scott and Betty have been hard-
pressed to meet the demands on
their time.

“‘Notre Dame Provincial Park
is just up the road which gives us
plenty of business,” Scott says.
*“We're really busy from the Vic-
toria Day weekend all the way
through to October or November.
In the summer, we often work
from 8 in the morning to 10 at
night, six days a week. Our only
day off is Sunday when Betty and
1 take off in a boat. We stay all
night in the boat out on the is-
lands. There are times I've
wished I was located on Main
Street, because I might get 25 per
cent more business from people
needing parts, but you don’t want
too many nights working to mid-
night or even 1 o’clock.” u
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For about 12 years starting in
the late 1960s, Lewisporte was
considered by some to be the tuna
fishing capital of the world.
Sports fishermen would come
from Florida, England, and as
far away as New Zealand. Today
there are few reminders of that
era, save for the Blue Fin
Lounge, named after the giant
fish and part-owned by Bill
Chaulk, 50, a one-time successful
tuna boat charterer.

“I operated a 38-ft. Cape Is-
lander, the John B. as a charter
tuna boat,” recalls Bill. “We
fished from July to September.
When we started, the fish aver-
aged around 550 lbs., but later
they got bigger. The largest I
ever caught was 865 lbs.

“You’d go out looking in early
July. Tell-tale signs were a lot of
small terns and rough water, If
the fish were what we call ‘push-
ing’, you'd see the fin and the tail.
They are a dark blue on the back,
lighter on the stomach. This is not
the type of fish you see in cans on
supermarket shelves. Those are
yellow fin, they only go 30 or 40
Ibs. and never came our way.
Only the blue fin would venture

north.
“For bait we used mullett, de-

looked like live fish when we
towed it. We tried daisy chains of
squid and mackerel, anything
you could coax tuna with. We
even used a rubber squid at
times.

““The line was 130-lb. test and
you were playing a 500-Ib. fish, so
if you didn’t know what you were

.doing, you'd lose a lot of line. But
we wanted to stay within the In-
ternational Game Fishing Associ-
ation’s rules just in case we had
a trophy fish. It could be tiring,
especially if a novice were in the
chair. He might play the fish any-
where between 1% to 4 hours.

“The fishermen came here in
droves, particularly Americans.
They were very good. They were
not really interested in killing
fish, they just wanted to angle

boned, split and rigged so it

When tuna fishing was big

Bill Chaulk

them. After they had caught
them we would bring them along-
side the boat, tag them for the
Bedford Institute, then cut the
leader and let them go. The
fisherman wanted to come back
next year to try to catch it again.
Sometimes if the fish were real-
ly tired we would hold on to them
and swim them through the
water until they revived.

““Of course, if it were a person’s
first fish, or you thought it might
be a record, you would gaff it and
take it ashore. The department of
tourism had a set of scales on the
wharf. Those fish used to be

dumped until the Japanese start-
ed buying them. Then we started
packing them in what looked like
a huge casket, stuffed with dry
ice to be flown to Japan. We got
$75 a fish regardiess of the size.
The money was shared among
the crew. We thought it was good
at the time, but later we disco-
vered that a Japanese company
was paying PEI fishermen 65
cents a pound. One guy had his
fish skinned and took it back to
Michigan with him to have it
stuffed and hung in his office.
Must have been a huge office.”

For 11 years Bill ran fishing
charters, and with a partner even
bought the local Royal Hotel to
put up his guests, renaming it
Hotel Notre Dame. But when he
fished 33 days and caught only
three fish, he decided to quit. The
fish no longer made their migra-
tory route north and the heyday
when 600 fish might be caught in
a season was over. The hotel was
cut down and became the Blue
Fin Lounge.

“Personally, I think what hap-
pened was the tuna schools in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
were being directed into harbors,
barred in, fed, then slaughtered
like pigs in fall.

“The first tuna fish I ever
caught weighed 550 1bs. I gave the
certificate to George Heath, a bit
of a carpenter, to frame it. That
was in 1968. I got it back last
week — 18 years later! I forgot
]v]v:o 1 gave it to, but I was really

ppy to get it.
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The gasoline and oil storage
tanks along Station Road are a
familiar part of the skyline to,
Lewisporte residents. They were'
there before the present manager
of the Imperial Oil distribution
centre, Clyde Snook, arrived and
that was back in the 1950s.

““Esso has been here since 1938
and I've been with them for 33
years,” Clyde tells us. “I was
born on Sagona Island, a small is-
land with about 100 residents in
Fortune Bay, just in the bay from
Brunette Island where the buffa-
loroamed.* I've been back there
just once in the last five years—
there are too many memories. I
grew up in Harbour Breton,
where many of the residents
went. Others moved to Grand
Bank on the other side of the bay,
but people still fish around the
islands.”

Clyde’s six children have fol-
lowed his example of being on the
move.

““All six children are in differ-
ent places,” Clyde reports. “‘Of
our five girls, the twins are tak-
ing their fourth year in special
education at MUN and the youn-
gest has just finished her first
year as a commerce student.
Another daughter is a registered

Tanks for the memories

Clyde Snook
nurse married to a doctor and the
fifth is married and working in
the drugstore next to her house.
My son is in the photography and
printing business in Corner
Brook. Our house is rarely emp-
ty on the weekends. It’s like
Grand Central Station some-
times.”

Clyde’s office can be pretty
hectic at times, too.
“We're the distribution centre

to the north and St. Albans in the
south. That’s a large area to serv-
ice,” he points out.

‘“We have six full-time em-
ployees plus contract and casual
staff to supply three grades of
gasoline, stove, furnace and
diesel oil and both turbo A1 and
B, which are aviation fuels. In
fact, we’re the only suppliers out-
side St. John's of turbo B, which
is a gasoline-based fuel for
helicopters and jet planes. About
40 per cent of our business is to in-
dustry and 60 per cent is to the
domestic market. We supply the
Labrador coast with all grades of
fuel in barrels. Most of the
Labrador trade is with fisher-
men. We also look after environ-
mental protection and the two oil
companies bought two vans and
equipment for pollution control in
the central region. The Arrow
disaster saw fuel flushed into
Gander Lake, which is Gander’s
water supply. We surrounded it
with booms and arranged the
cleanup—we have equipment for
most kinds of spills.”

Both Esso and Shell started out
in Lewi te in the late 1930s to

for central foundland from
Charlottetown in Terra Nova Na-
tional Park to Grand Falls and
Botwood in the west, Fogo Island

The E.uo lnd Shell unks and wh-"l

supply aviation fuel to the new
airport at Gander, and this re-
mains an important part of the
business.

“Supplying the international
and local airlines is done on a
contract basis, and Shell and our-
selves share the business,” Clyde
comments. ‘““Aeroflot, the Russi-
an airline, uses Shell storage,
while our main customers are
Federal Express and American
Airlines, both of which have
scheduled freight flights. The
Canadian, U.S. and German
armed forces are also large cus-
tomers for aviation fuel. The Air
Canada international overseas
flights were a very small part of
the business.”

not
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‘may be even fewer now.
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