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from the editor
It's renewal time again for most of our sub­

scribers. After a lot of deliberation, we have decid­
ed to maintain our original subscription rate of $9
per year or $18 for two years. This is based on the
premise that it's better to have more subscribers
at $9 than fewer, let's say, at $12. Next year, we may
be forced to raise our prices given the increasing­
ly higher cost of production and mailing. When
Canada Post makes announcements about in­
creased mailing rates, we grow ulcers. Right now,
at least, Decks Awash is a true bargain.

It's easy to renew. Check your address label for
your expiry date and then just fill out the enclosed
card. Or send a gift to relatives and friends-you
don't have to wrap it and we even send a special
card to notify gift recipients (see sample oppo­
site). Our mail consistently shows that people are
delighted to receive Decks Awash as a gift.

We hope you will continue to enjoy the magazine.
Why not write us to tell us what you like or dislike?
We also welcome suggestions for future articles.
Be informed about Newfoundland and renew now
to avoid missing a single issue.

~~.1-J.k.~
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special section

English Po~nt .. ~ ,..,<
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~ ~; 1 ·Polnt Amour

l'Anse au Clair

Labrador Straits cOl11munities



history

11 Anse au Clair

Basque whalers are known to have operated a small
whaling station at L'Anse au Clair(e) until the early 17005
when the French became dominant. After control of
Labrador passed to the British in 1763, the role of French
merchants was taken over by Channel Island firms. The
Jersey Rooms were situated in l.:Anse au Clair, which was
established later than other communities on the coast.
Information on fishing activity is sparse for the lSOOs,
but in 1890 L'Anse au Clair landed the highest value of
fish along the Labrador Straits. The 1891 census indicated
the mainly Church of England community had 79 resi­
dents and a school for 50 pupils.

By 1901, the population had increased to 120 and the
community had a Church of England church and the only
doctor along the coast. Tw~thirds of the residents were

l'Anse au Clair

involved in the fishery, which ranked third in value be­
hind Forteau and Red Bay. The first church, 5t Andrew's,
was dedicated in October 1907.

L:Anse au Clair had again become the most important
fishing community along the Labrador Straits in 1921,
largely as a result of 24 vessels sailing to northern
Labrador. There were 122 seals landed at an average
price of $4 each. The local one-room school had one fe­
male teacher and 17 pupils. The number of families had
risen to 25, but the population had fallen to 100, a level
it still had in 1935, when fishing activity was second to
that of Forteau.

The community was listed as L'Anse Eclair in 1945,
When its population stood at 141 mainly Church of Eng­
land residents. The 15 dories and 11 motorboats land­
ed $7,245 of fish from 3 cod traps. 1salmon net, 21 herring

The old SI. Andrew's Church at L'Anse au Clair,
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The new St. Andrew's Church.

nets and 3 caplin seines. By the early 1950s the school
had two teachers, Sam Jones and Alma Goudie from
Capstan Island.

L:Anse au Clair's proximity to the Quebec border made
it a logical place for a Ranger station, but after Confeder­
ation it was abandoned. Sam Jones bought the one-storey
building for $700 in 1952 then decided to change its loca­
tion. There were neither trucks nor tractors available as
there were no roads, so using every man in the commun­
ity and 10 dog teams (about 90 dogs) they skidded the
building along the bay ice until it was level with its new
site, but left it on the ice overnight when a storm sprang
up.

"That night the bay ice broke up in every cove but this
one. The ice broke up just a few feet from the house,
otherwise this piece of history would have been gone."

When the first road was put through in 1955, Sam had
the first private vehicle.

The one-time Ranger Station at L'Anse au Clair today the
home of Mrs. Mary Jane Jones.

"I was in St. John's at summer school and I brought
back a 1953 Dodge with mc. I paid $855 for it. Looking
at all the vehicles going back and forth along the coast
now you'd never know there's a fellow around who had
the first one."

Dog teams gave way to snowmobiles around the time
Sam Jones left L'Anse au Clair in 1957. (He is now the
Rev. S.L. Jones and lives at Arnold's Cove.)

By 1971 the population was up to 223, in 45 mainly An­
glican families. The service, machinery repair and crafts
sectors seemed to have replaced the fishery in terms of
employment.

A further increase to 'JRl in 60 families occurred by 1961.
Unemployment was high in all age groups, at a level of
45 per cent. The fishery and trade provided most jobs.
Half the working men were fishermen with 20 employed
in the construction industry. Women worked mainly in
the fishplant and in sales occupations. II
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Forteau

Excavations in a sand dune by Buckle's Point in 1961
showed extensive evidence of the Maritime Archaic In­
dian culture dating back to about 5,550 years ago. Elmer
Harp's investigations encouraged Jim 'I\ick to visit the
area in 1974 and confirm his findings. 'I\ick and McGhee,
who undertook the excavations at Buckle's Point, be­
lieved the Maritime Archaic Indians visited the coast for
the spring hunt of harp seals, stayed the summer for sea­
birds, and returned to the Labrador interior during the
winter months to hunt caribou. These are among the 01­
destindian artifacts discovered in the Labrador Straits.

European activity is much more recent. Forteau Bay
is mentioned in a Basque ship's diary in the late 1500s
as being too exposed to afford protection for whalers, but
a temporary Basque whaling station may have been es­
tablished before Eskimos drove crews away. The settle­
ment's name is said to have come from the French "fort"
and ''eau'' referring to the strong tidal runs. While For­
teau Bay provides excellent anchorages, southerly winds
can lead to heavy swells which, coupled with the strong
tides, can make navigation hazardous. The migratory
seal herds and abundant salmon, cod, herring and caplin
probably attracted the first Europeans. A French seal­
ing site has been discovered just outside Forteau.

Early French merchants also experienced plundering
by Labrador Eskimos. Augustin Ie Gardeur de Cour­
temanche, whose grant included Forteau Bay, com­
plained about Inuit attacks. These attacks were repulsed
by the terrifying appearance of a man on horseback, but
the threat of further attacks was sufficient for the French
to build a garrison at Forteau around 1710.

At this time the French used Forteau three months a
year as a fishing station for the Brittany-based migra­
tory fishing fleet. Forteau was second only to Blanc Sab­
Ion in this respect, with about a dozen ships annually
visiting the port from 1700 to 1760. The first granting of
the Baye-Forteau concession apparently did not take
place until 1748, when Adrien Desmarais Vincent was
given fishing rights for nine years. Although Labrador
was ceded to the British in 1763, the Quebec governor re­
tained a number of monopoly grants, including the area
around Forteau Bay. This prevented English dominance
of the fishery, which was further threatened by the ap-

Buckle's Point, today par1 of For1eau.

St. Peter's Anglican Church, For1eau.

pearance of the Jersey firm of DeQuetteville in Forteau
in 1774.

Jersey and Guernsey holdings on the western side of
the bay became so extensive that it came to be locally
known as "Jerseyside". The head of the bay is divided

The United Church at Forteau.

by Forteau Brook, a good salmon river. Buckle's Point
and Jerseyside lie to the west of the brook, while English
Point, settled mainly by English families, lies to the east.

DeQuettevilJe specialized in coo and stayed in business
for almost 100 years, later being joined by firms like Le
Bouthelier and De Haume and Janvers around 1850 and
Messrs. de Hearino and Janners in 1860. They had some
competition from an establishment at English Point,
referred to in the 1849 Patriot as "belonging to a Mr.
Genge, a wealthy colonial from Anchor Point, New­
foundland."

The next mention of the area was in 1792, when Wil­
liam Buckle married Mary Watts of Anchor Point, and
then established the first year-round settlement in
Labrador around his salmon fishery at Buckle's Point.
In 1808, Joseph Bird established a cod, salmon and fur
business at Forteau, and seasonal planters arrived from
Bngus, New Chelsea and Belllsiand. Competitionamong
merchants was brisk. As Lieutenant Edward Chappel oJ).

served in 1818:
A great jealousy exists between the Guernsey
adventurers, who occupy the western side of
this bay, and the English families established
upon the opposite shore. The latter stigmatize
the former as cheats and swindlers; whilst the
former represent the latter to be notoriously
knavish in all their dealings. The fact is that
they are envious of each other's gains.



Bishop Edward Feild, who was somewhat surprised
to find Labrador within his jurisdiction, visited Forteau
three times between 1848 and 1854. On his first visit he
performed a number of marriages, which untillhen had
been performed by public attestation in front of witness­
es. Bishop Feild worried that the presence of so many
itinerant Jerseymen, who usually arrived in crews of 50
with a woman to cook for them, would result in ungodli­
ness, so a site for a church was chosen in 1848. Yet it was
two Jersey couples who, in 1851, presented a Commun­
ion service set to the Reverend Algernon Gifford, the first
resident Anglican clergyman on the Labrador coast. By
1853. a mission had been built, and, in 1857, the first
church, S1. Peter's, was consecrated.

Despite the considerable volume of business carried
on at Forteau, the settlement remained essentially
seasonal. The summer population numbered in the
hundreds, but the permanent population was only ~ as
late as 1869. The fishery was still quite lucrative in the
18708, with Forteau having among the highest reported
landings from both small boats and seines in 1876. The

The wharf at Forteau,

L' Anse Amour

The origin of the community name is not known and
it has become corrupted in some spellings to L'Anse au
Mour, L'Anse au moir and Armour Cove, The current
spelling suggests that the French "amour" is the origin,
but Archbishop Howley, in 1888, while on a visit to the
area, refers to the original French quite differently.

''The little cove..,is called I.: Anse au Mour which is a
corruption of I.: Anse aux Morts, the Dead Man's Cove
so common with us."

The community of L' Anse Amour is best known for
its Indian burial site just west of the modern communi­
ty near Point Amour. This 125-acre site is the largest
aboriginal site in southern Labrador and one of the older
Maritime Archaic sites. The plaque on the site provides
infomation on the lifestyles and burial methods of the
Maritime Archaic Indians who were the first inhabitants
of the Labrador Straits region. The ceremonial burial
performed at L'Anse Amour may be one of the earliest
so far discovered.

Elmer Harp's work in 1949, 1950 and 1961 was the first
important archaeological work undertaken in the area,
although collections of artifacts had been made since
1873. Harp located 23 sites and found artifact variations
suggesting as many as three different age categories. His
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English Point, graves are frequentlv formed by the water's
edge on this rocky coastline.

population was still only 103 in 1891, but local residents
were beginning to take over some of the businesses, in­
cluding the shipping premises of Job Brothers. which had
been acquired from a Jersey company in the 18805. Other
signs of growth were the building of a Methodist church
by 1905 and a nursing station in 1909.

By 1935, Forteau's population had doubled to 229 and
the International Grenfell Association deemed the com­
munity important enough to merit a boarding school. The
communities of Buckle's Point, with 30 residents, and
English Point, with 62 residents, continued to be listed
separately in the 1945 census, when Forteau had 164 resi­
dents, Fishing activity was the highest along the coast
with $16,265 of fish landed from 4 cod traps, Zl herring
nets, 1 herring seine and 8 caplin seines.

The 1981 population was 520 in 140 Anglican and Unit­
ed Church families. About half the community's work­
ing men were employed in the fishery and there were
20 teachers, while more than half the women were em­
ployed in service occupations.

work at I..:Anse Amour indicated occupations dates of up
to 6,300 years ago, which was much earlier than previ­
ously thought. This encouraged Jim Thck to return to the
area in 1973 and 1974. Later excavations set the burial
date at 7,500 years ago and found evidence of as many
as 14 different habitation sites, indicating that this one
small area could have been occupied sporadically by
small groups for over 2,000 years.

Point Amour is the site of the tallest lighthouse tower'
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cupied one end, on which were scattered arti­
cles of dress malerial, chinaware, pictures of
fashions and religious cards, missionary
almanacs and books.
There were seabirds and shells, as general­
ly seen in homes of persons living near the sea
and, finally an immense full-rigged brigantine
hanging by two cords from the ceiling, so
poised as to be capable of being swayed to and
fro, giving a good imitation of a ship at sea.
The kitchen was also a large room clean and
neat; the walls painted blue, white and pink;
the floor, yellow! In the centre was a large
Canadian stove in which a fine fire glowed
which was welcome as the cleric and party
were wet and cold after crossing from New­
foundland.

Hunt and Henley had fishing premises at L' Anse
Amour in the early to mid-IBOOs, but later records did
not indicate any sales of the premises, which suggests
that the business had failed.

There were just 14 residents in 1921, but the commun·
ity housed more people than anywhere else on the coast
the following year with the shipwreck of HMS Raleigh
off Point Amour. The 625-ft. flagship of the North Atlan­
tic Fleet was making its way at 12 knots through heavy
seas in thick fog when it came across an iceberg at the
entrance to Forteau Bay. In avoiding the iceberg, the
helmsman ran the ship aground 200 yards from shore,
opening up 360 feet of the ship's bottom. Asmall boat was
launched but immediately capsized, drowning the 11 oc­
cupants, but the people of L'Anse Amour rescued Cap­
tain Bromley and the rest of his crew.

There were too many to be accommodated by local fa­
milies, so 600 officers and men spent the night in the Point
Amour lighthouse and then moved to local houses and
temporary quarters. Eventually, they all returned to Eng
land, and the Raleigh was condemned and left for open
salvage. The locals got some rum, a Corner Brook firm
took her propellers, and, four years later, two Halifax
boats removed seven of her 15-ft. long guns. To the em·
barrassment of the British Admiralty, pictures of the
wreck continued to appear in magazines around the
world. Eventually, after four years, the British Navy
returned and dynamited the wreck to prevent other l:oun­
tries from "duplicating her design".

In 1945 the population had increased to 36. Fishermen
operated 10 dories and 6 motorboats and landed $6,520
of fish from 2 cod traps, 6 salmon nets, 5 herring nets
and 2 herring seines. Only three families now live in
L'Anse Amour which lies alongside a small cove off the
main highway on the road leading towards the lighthouse
at Point Amour. II

YOUR L1I1K TO ALL YOUR
DEEP SEA AIID

IIISHORE
IIEEDS IMP
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Lighthouse at Point Armour

in Newfoundland and Labrador at 109 ft. In 1857 the Cana­
dian Board of Works built the tower to protect and guide
shipping in the St. Lawrence River, yet there were a large
number of shipwrecks. Archbishop Howley was very im­
pressed with the lighthouse when he visited Point Amour
in 1888. The original circular stone tower survived until
1982, when modern improvements were made..

L'Anse Amour has never been a large community. For
30 years from 1848, the only residents had been the fa­
mily of a Mr. Davis who had acted as an agent for Joseph
Bird of Dorset, England. He still lived in the communi­
ty at the time of Archbishop Howley's visit. Howley
wrote:

Davis has an oIdfashioned house with an air
of bygone gentility about it...long and low with
a veranda in front, two large parlours on the
right, one opening into the other, after the
fashion of a suite of apartments. The inside
parlour is large, and furnished with a variety
of articles; a large mahogany dining table oc-



L' Anse au Loup

Schooner Cove has evidence of Paleo-Indians. Mari­
time Archaic Indians, Basques and modern man all in
one community. Some 8,<XX:I )'ears ago. the "Barney" site
(named because it lies partly under Alfred Barney's
house in LAnse au 1..AxJpl may have been occupied by the
first Maritime Archaic Indians in southern Labrador or
perhaps provided a bridge between the Paleo-Indian and
Maritime Archaic Indian cultures. There was also later
occupation of the area 4,000 years ago

The first mention of L'Anse au Loup was not until 1719,
when de Brouague reported two French ships trading
with Eskimos in 30 boats and lwoshipsat "Anse-a·loup".
There was apparently no thought of a settlement until
Galisonniere and Bigot granted the Anse-a-Ioup conces­
sion to Joseph Deschenaux in 1748. This was ratified the
following year to run from 1749 to 1756. It appears that
French occupation of the area ceased soon afterwards.

Cod, herring and caplin were the main fisheries, sup­
plemented by some farming, hunting and trapping when
English merchants arrived in the InOs. A Mr. Pinson
from Dartmouth, England. operated cod and seal fish­
eries from the southwest corner of the bay at Bear Cove.,
which was later renamed Schooner Cove. Noble and Pin­
son was established there some time before 1m and later
became Noble., Pinson and Sons. As late as 1785. only
their employees lived in the area

To prevent a French takeover, the premises were des­
troyed in the 17905, but ships were again operating out
of t:Anse au Loop by 1804, when there were 12 ships with
250 crew and 1011 men in small boats. The fiShery appears
to have recovered at that time., because landings of 10,00)
quintals of fiSh and 5,350 seals were recorded in 1804. The
recovery was shortlived, hOY.lever, because Noble sold his
share to a Mr. Hine from Devon, England, in 1806. Pin-
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L'Anse ... Loup United Church

son and Hine had only four ships with 120 crew and land­
ed just 4,000 quintals that year.

Andrew Pinson became the first year-round settler



At 98, Pat O'Brien is the Strait's oldest Inhabitant. Born
at L:Anse au loup In 1888 when It had lust 12 houses, he
later married Jane Barney at Bonne BaY. Pat attributes his
long life to, "not having time to have a good time."

some time between 1812 and 1814, just before Hunt and
Henley acquired control of this and other Labrador
Straits fishing premises in 1820. The fishery did not im­
prove enough for their liking and Jolin Stabb bought the
premises soon afterwards. A local girl working for him
married a fisherman and they became the first resident
fishing family in VAnse au Loup in 11135. At this time five
vessels were still going farther down the coast of
Labrador, while Jersey vessels fislled in the Strait of
Belle Isle.

Capstan Island

Several archaeological sites have been discovered
around the abandoned community of L'Anse au Diable
just south of Capstan Island. The "Arrowhead Mine" site
just north of the old settlement appears to have been oc-

St. John the Evangelist Anglican Chlfth at Capstan Island.

Stabb acquired as partners Charles Holmwood of Lon­
don, England, and Thomas Rowe of St. John's in 1855,
about the time that Thomas O'Brien arrived with his wife
Margaret and four children. By 1872 his family had been
joined by those of Thomas Linstead, John Barber and
two others. Meanwhile Stabb and his partners sold out
to Job Brothers in lIno for a fraction of the 20,000 pounds
sterling the business had been worth in the 1780s.

By 1880 the growing settlement included the O'Brien,
Linstead, Barney, Ryland, Cabot, Earle, Normore and
Belben families. Most permanent settlers arrived by way
of Newfoundland from places as far apart as the United
Kingdom, Ireland, Channel Islands, Gaspe and the Mag­
dalenes, although the Rylands may have arrived directly
from Jersey. Most families were members of the Church
of England, but the O'Briens were Roman Catholics and
the Belbens were Methodists. The Brethren later arrived
in the area.

Several agents operated the Job Brothers company un­
til 1907 when it was sold to Arthur Short. He soon went
bankrupt as the fishery declined and the business was
sold to William Cabot, who carried it on until his death
in 1958.

VAnse au loup had grown to a community of 106 resi­
dents in 1921. By 1945, the community had doubled in size
to 217 and, next to Forteau, had become the second most
important fishing settlement along the coast behind Red
Bay. Cod, herring, salmon and caplin were all caught in
1944, with $14,275 of fish landed from 2 cod traps, 4 cod
nets, 2 salmon nets, 41 herring nets and 5 caplin seines.
Berries, both wild and cultivated, were also important.

A new elementary and primary school was built in the
19705. High school students attend the Roman Catholic
school in West St. Modeste and the Integrated school in
Forteau. When the first community council was formed
in 1975, the population had increased to 560, enough to
support four stores: L.D. Normore and Son, Red Bay
Stores, Florence Normore's Store and Barney's Variety
Store. In 1981 there were 589 people, and most jobs were
provided by the fishery and service sectors, although un­
employment was fairly high once the five years of con­
struction and water and sewer projects had ended.'!

cupied by Maritime Archaic Indians on three separate
occasions between 7,300 and 6,800 years ago. while the
nearby ''Juniper'' site suggests a much later occupation
dating back 5,000 or more years. A third "Iceberg" site



400 metres to the east of L'Anse au Diable was one of the
more recently occupied sites and may have been in ex­
istence as recently as 3,000 years ago. The most recent
site excavated by Jim 'lUck in t974 has been dated back
2,500 years. The "Wrinkle" site provided the only recog­
nizable Dorset Eskimo artifacts along the Labrador
Straits coast, including several blades and scrapers, The
onl\" other sites with similar artifacts are located at
Saglek Bay in Labrador and at Norris Point in Bonne
Bay

No evidence has been found of Basque or French oc·
cupation of the area, allhough Li'\nse au Diable is obvi­
ously of French origin. The community of Capstan Island
takes its name Irom a very small island nearby, on which
I\.'SidC'nls first installed a capstan around 1851. For many
years, migrating seals were caught in a net box hauled
in by the capstan, Fishery regulations no longer permit
this method.

The 1869 census listed a population of 28, and there
were three families in 1874, when the population was 21
There .....as little change until after 1935 when the popu­
lation had risen slightly to 29. In 1945, the 39 Church of
England and United Church residents farmed four acres
of land and local small-boat fishermen landed $2,345 of
fish from 3 cod traps. 5 salmon nets, to herring nets and
a caplin seine. The adjoining Roman Catholic commu-

West St. Modeste

The "C<M'J}ath" archaeological site 800 metres north
of West S1. Modeste is the second oldest occupied site on
the Labrador coast, dating back at least 8,000 years to
the time of Paleo-Indians The site, like others along the

Heading and splitting cod tor salting at West St. Modeste,

DeCKS AWASH - 9

Point au Dlable

nity of J..:Ancie au Diable had a population of 40, but only
$890 of fISh ...."3S landed from 2 salmon nets, 6 herring nets
and a caplin seine.

I..:Anse au Diable had been abandoned by 1976, when
the population of Capstan Island had gJ"O'Nn to 117, a level
it still held in 1981. Fishing, hunting and trapping are the
main occupations. but good local soil conditions have en­
couraged the formation of a local agricultural society
and the building of a large greenhouse. '1

and inland where caribou .....ere plentiful in the summer.
West 51. Modeste is situated too far inland to have at­

tracted Basque whalers in the 1500:5 and 16005, and the
first references to occupation by European settlers are
not until the 1700s. This community was knO\\:n as Grand
S1. Modet and was part of the ''Seigneurie de Grand S1.
Modet" controlled by Pierre Constantin from around
17l7. French fishermen were active in the 17005, but New­
foundland families from Conception Bay started to ar­
rive in the 18005, after which the community was
renamed West S1. Modest. Hunt and Henley maintained
fishing premises in the 18205 and 18305, but no mention

Catholic High School at West St. Modeste,

was made of them in subsequent company transfers.
Most of the early seWers were Roman Catholics.

By 1945, the population had increased to 73 residents,
mainly small-boat fishermen landing $2,100 of fish from
1 cod trap, 4salmon nets and 9 herring nets. In 1981, the
community had increased in size to Z73 residents. A lo­
cal flShplant started operations and provided some
seasonal employment in the fishery, fish processing and
managerial positions. Unemployment, ho","ever, was 20
per cent for men and 33 per cent for women over 25. The
service sector provides most other jobs, with the local
Roman Catholic high school as a major employer. II
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Pinware

Three archaeological sites have been found around the
modern community of PiM;are. all close to the aban­
doned communit)' of Fox Cove. The "Pinware Hill" site
just over a kilometre to the west of Pinware shO\\o'S evi­
dence of occupation more than 7,000 years ago. It is the
earliest occupied site on the coast and has been attribut­
ed to the late Paleo-Indian cuJture. The "Fowler" and
"Pinware West" sites south of Pinware were occupied at
later periods. suggesting an interrupted occupation of
the area by native peoples. The "Fowler" site provided
evidence of seal and caribou hunting, as well as small
numbers of duck, alcid and gull bones from seabird
hunts. The area seems to have been vacated as Indian
people drifted north to reach Saglek Bay.

The Pinware River area does not appear to have at­
tracted Basque whalers in the 1500s. but it was proba­
bly well known to the French in the 1600s, as it went by
the name of Riviere des Francois. In 1715 Pierre Constan­
tin was granted control of the Riviere des Francois post,
which he leased to Francois and Pierre Rotot and Pierre
Hamel in 1732. Constantin also petitioned successfully
for sole control or the local seal hunt in 1748. Very little
has been written about the community, which likely grew
at the same rate as the neighboring settlements of Petit
Modet and Grand St. Model.

It is kllOW"n that rishing activity was less pronounced
than in the more coastal settlements, although Hunt and
Henley had fishing premises at Pinware in the 1820s
which they sold to John Stabb. When he acquired part­
ners in 1855, one of his agents was a man named Elwor­
thy, who bought the Stabb, Rowe and Hotmwood premises
at Pinware River and set up a salmon fishery in 1869.
Salmon became the most important fishery and gradu-

East St. Modeste

Pinware River

ally attracted people from outlying settlements. where
the inshore fishery had declined.

By 1945. the population of Pinware had risen to n,
mainly Roman Catholic with some Church of England
and United Church members. Fishermen in dories and
motorboats landed $9,952 of rish from 5 cod traps, 22
salmon nets, 13 herring nets and 2 caplin seines. The
greatest population growth took place in the 19505 and
19605 with the abandonment of Carrots Co\'e and East
SI. Modeste. Pinware had increased to a popuJation of
201 by 1981, and there .....as full employment, except for
men over 25, with the fishery and public administration
providing nearly all local jobs. Several local residents
work in Pinware River Provincial Park, while others act
as fishing and hunting guides in the Pinware River
walecshed l!

This nov.' abandoned fishing community was located
at the eastern end or St. Modet Bay. The area was origi­
nally named "Seigneurie du Grand St. Modet" by Pierre
Constantine who was granted a concession to the area
some time arter 1717. The title stems from Constantine's
ancestral home in Normandy called SI. Modet, named
after a Nordic saint. Petit and Grand St. Modet ""'ere the
names given to communities at the two extremes or the
bay, used by the French as rishing stations and as a base
ror sealers from New France. The community names
changed to East and West St. Modest some time after the

French occupation ceased in 1763.
The French. h()\\.·~r; were not the first to occupy St.

Modeste Bay. East Sl Modeste was one of 12 whaling sta·
tions occupied by the Basques in the mid-ISOOs and as
Ws Hornos may have been the site of a battle in 1554 be­
tween French and Spanish Basques during the Franco­
Spanish war.

From 1770 to 1850, Conception Bay families, principally
from Carbonear, migrated to East St. Modeste and it be­
came an established ftshing station. In 1853, it was report­
ed that 16 men were prosecuting the cod and herring
fishery exporting the catch to Europe and Quebec.
Although the French had lost their concession to the area,
they continued to flSh, dropping caplin nets across the
channels and protecting them with watch boats - much
to the consideration of the Newfoundland ftshermen who
requested and received a protection officer:

By 1869 the population was 26, but the ftshery had failed
in 1868 and looked no better for the current year, although
the houses and stages were reported to look in good con­
dition. The permanent population peaked at56 in 1891,
probably only seven families including surnames of Butt,
Lilly, and Dorey. Arter this the population dropped stead­
ily to 'n in 1911, and 20 in 1945, until by 1954 the remain­
ing three families decided to resettle. II



Carrols Cove

This community along the coast south of Red Bay was
called Cubo Breton on early maps, and may have been
fished by Breton fishermen around 1510. This was 30
years before Basque whalers who called it Porto Bertan
(shown on 1592 ana later maps) monopolized it. The
French referred to it as Port Balleine, which became
translated as Whale Bay later.

The first mention as Carrols Cove was in 1575. A
Basque captain. Nicholas de la Torre, stationed in the
cove, may have rendered down a whale killed by Lopez
de Recu of Red Bay. A fierce dispute ensued and Selma
Barkham reports, ''The resulting lawsuit continued in Ule
court of appeal at Valladolid (Spain) for nearly 20 years
until both captains were dead and the widows had to fin­
ish the case."

The cove may have been used by migratory English
and French fishermen in the 1700s, but it was not per·
manently settled until some time before 1850 by fami­
lies from the Carbonear area. By 1851, it had become a
small fishing station that was also engaged in the winter
seal fishery. The French were still active in the area and
seals were reported to be sold to the Blanc Sablon-based
firm of Dequettville. By 1858, fishing was poor and there
were only 20 residents.

In 1871 three Roman Catholic families-those of John
Lanorgan, who owned the only schooner, Robert Marshall

Red Bay

The name of the community, translated from the origi­
nal French Baye Rouge, comes from the red syenite hills
surrounding it. Early Basques fished in the area, which
they referred to as "Balea Baya", from around 1517,
returning to Bordeaux, France, each year their vessels
laden with Newfoundland cod. During the 15305, they be­
came increasingly interested in whaling and eventual­
ly set up some 12 whaling stations along the Labrador
coast, one of the largest being at Baye Rouge. Initially,
the Basques took whale meat back to Europe as food,
but around 1540 they started using ovens for boiling whale
blubber down into oil.

As more and more whalers visited the Labrador
Straits, the whaling stations became more important,
and permanent buildings were constructed using red clay
tiles brought over from Europe. Red Bay was annually
visited by an average of six or seven whaling galleons
and could support upwards of 700 people. Whale oil was

Red Bay
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and Edward Trachy-lived in the community, which had
24 residents. In 1901, 29 residents were listed as mainly
Church of England (perhaps in error), for by 1945 the
10 remaining residents were Roman Catholics farming
one acre and landing fish valued at $600 from one cod
trap. The community became a summer fishing station
for fishermen from Lodge Bay and Harbour Grace soon
after, with 65 people present in 1965. The earlier residents
by then had moved to Pinware.

The community no longer exists, although several fa­
milies continue to set cod traps in areas traditionally
used by their ancestors. II

a very valuable commodity and whalers tended to de­
lay their departure from Labrador as late in the season
as possible, even staying as late as January when the sud­
den arrival of ice might force them to spend the winter
in the area.

In 1565, the 300-ton San Juan was being loaded with
whale oil at Red Bay when a sudden storm drove her
ashore and wrecked her. Shortly after the wreck, some
of the cargo was salvaged as it lay in shallow water in
the harbor. Crews at that time were paid on the basis of
shares held in the cargo, and two harpooners among the
crew discovered the salvaging of cargo later. Their at­
tempts to collect their shares led to a harpooners' writ,
which, together with several other documents, was fOWld
some 400 years later by Selma Huxley Barkham, a
researcher of Basque archives.

In 1m Selma presented her research to Dr. Jim Tuck,
an archaeologist at Memorial University. With the aid
of a grant from the Royal Canadian Geographic Socie­
ty, he carried out a preliminary investigation of Saddle
Island in Red Bay and found enough evidence to suggest
a settlement. The next summer, Robert Grenier, the head
of marine archaeology with Parks Canada, started an
underwater search. Using techniques perfected in Louis­
bourg, Cape Breton, and with the help of deep-sea diver
Bruce Bennett of Sydney, Nova Scotia, Red Bay was
combed for shipwrecks. As he was being towed behind
a Boston whaler, Bruce spotted some old timbers pok­
ing up through the silt only a short distance off Saddle
Island. The San Juan had yielded up her secrets and a
full-scale archaeological study was underway.

The cold waters of Labrador allowed the timbers of the
San Juan to be remarkably well preserved, even retain-
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Pentecostal Church, Red Bav

iog the tool marks of the original craftsmen. Some of the
barrels from the ship were discovered with their whale
oil intact. '1\1:0 other large vessels, including the La
Madalena from Bordeaux, were found in later under­
water searches, along with several small "chalupas"
used for tracking whales and a 35-ft., two-masted "pina·
za" used in the whale hunt itself. Also found on the ocean
floor were a swivel gun, an oak capstan, hundreds of bar­
rel staves, and part of an astrolobe. Because the Basques
were among the finest boatbuilders of their day and be­
cause many of their whaling galleons carried cannons
to protect their valuable cargoes, the Spanish pressed
them into military service in 1588 for the Armada. This
explains the discovery of many cannonballs in the area
which was subjected to numerous attacks from pirates
and Eskimos after the loss of the Spanish Armada.

Discoveries on land on Saddle Island and other areas
around Red Bay have provided a lot of valuable infor­
mation on whaling activity on the Labrador Straits. At
least four "lriworks", where whale blubber was rendered
dOW"n into oil, have been discovered and excavations over
the last six years have uncovered the graves of over 140
men and numerous tools, jars, rosary beads and other
personal artifacts of the thousands of men who travelled
to and from Red Bay during the lSOOs. The difficulty of
protecting the whaling stations from winter raids led to
a notable decline in the Labrador whale hunt in the 1600s
and there is very little information after 1635.

The French became active in the area in the late 16005
and Baye Rouge became part of the French Seigneury.
Fort Red Bay was built before 1715 as a French trading­
post and fort. It was built on a lo-year concession made
to I.e Gardeur de Courtemanche in 1702. Courtemanche
did not develop the area around Red Bay, so it was grant­
ed to a French fisherman and trader, Pierre Constantin,
in 1713. Villeneuve and others petitioned in 1717 to have

The Basin, Red Bay; the buildings (centre) are the old salt­
fish plant on t-elVley's Island.

Constantin put in charge of boats and fishing gear for
the winter months. The original fort disappeared, but a
new one was built by Constantin in 1719 and replaced in
1721 after being destroyed by Eskimos. Constantin
returned in 1723, but in 1732 leased the post to his son·in­
law Pierre Hamel and Francois and Pierre Rotot. It was
not occupied in 1735, but Constantin was back in charge
by 1748, when Baye Rouge was included among the posts
banning the hunting of seals. A list of forts in New France
compiled in 1757 shows a garrison, and around 1788 The
North West Company began leasing the fort as a fur
tradingposL

The next major period of activity was in the early 18005
when Newfoundland fishermen came, mainly from Con­
ception Bay. Jim 'fuck reports that the first schooner
fished off Red Bay in thc 18305 and the first settlement
was at the end of the basin, which is more sheltered. This
is confirmed by Clifford Moores, whose father told him
about the early settlers, including four or five families
of Moores living on the western side of the bay. Most of
the early settlers, quite a few of whom were from Car­
bonear, were Yetmans and Pikes, and there were also
Ashes, Laydens, Moores, and Cannings. People had what
they called summer houses around the harbour and then

Wharf and characteristic firewood pile at Red Bay.

moved in winter to houses around the more sheltered
head of the bay. Mission Point at the corner was named
for the Methodist church and school, which was the first
school Clifford attended. In 1848, William Penney and Son
of Carbonear established a company in Red Bay and
erected a sawmill, and nearby Penney's Island continues
their name.

The settlement's early fortunes can be traced direct­
ly to the fishery. Red Bay was quite active in the 18705
when the French were still largely in control of this coast.
At the end of July, 1871, 10 boats were operating out of
Red Bay and the number increased to 70 boats and 500
seines by mid-August. The figures were much lower in
the corresponding periods of 1875 and 1876 with less than
300 quintals of fish landed from seines.

As the French fishery declined along the coast, English
fishermen and merchants moved into the area on a more
permanent basis. Rita Moores recalls that the first
recorded baptism was in 1878, but there were travelling
ministers before that.

Clifford Moores recalls, "The community was too re­
ligious to have any feuds, and the Methodist preachers
wouldn't have any of that-they'd make the hair stand
up on your head."

In 1884 there were 21 families resident in Red Bay, in­
cluding 7 named Pike, 3 Penney and 3 Ash. A.M. Pike,
who had lived in Red Bay since 1852, noted that the place
had never been larger. A lot of the early settlers like the



Snows, Maynards, Powells, and eannings returned to
Newfoundland as the fishery declined

Such a situation was encountered by Wilfred GrenfeU
on an 1896 visit, when he found 17 families gathered on
the wharf ready to leave. He convinced them to form a
co-operative, lending them capital to augment the
meagre $85 they had bet\\'een them, enough to hire a
schooner to go south for supplies, They also acquired a
building but \\"ere hesitant about proclaiming themselves
a co-operative. This was partly because many (M'ed large
sums of money to local merchants who forwarded sup­
plies in the spring in return for the fall catch. Any fisher­
man who sold some of his fish to a passing schooner
risked being cut off by the local merchant, so debt was
widespread. Grenfell took matters into his own hands by
taking a piece of chalk and writing "Red Bay Co­
operative Store" all over the building. The co-operative
was successful enough for shares originally sold at $5
apiece to be traded at $104 in 1918.

In the 1930s the population was around 135 and all the
families were living around the harbor. The 1945 popu­
lation stood at 159 and Red Bay had Z1 acres of cleared
land-the largest tract in the region. Fishing, however,
remained the major occupation, with small boats land­
ing fish valued at 514,425 from 18 cod traps, 44 salmon
nets, 20 herring nets and 2 caplin seines. In more recent
years, houses are again being buill in the original area
of setuement after a period in which most homes were
constructed around the harbor By 1981, the population
had grown to 316 with half the working men employed
in the fIShery, and nearly half the women at the flshplanl.

11
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the area today
L' Anse au Clair

Mayor and mechanic

yards away. It begins where the
dirt road meets the paved coastal
highway and leads to new,
modern houses built on high com·
manding positions facing the sea.
There's a motel with tourists' cars
and a helicopter in the parking
lot, a hardware store, a welding
shop, and Chubb's Service Station
where rows of vehicles wait hope­
fully for new owners. Proprietor
Philip Chubb, 30, is in lhe work­
shop finishing a heart transplant
on a pickup truck. He is also

The community of I.:Anse au
Clair (pop. 300) is tucked into a
small, sheltered cove less than a
mile wide at its mouth. On a late
August afternoon a dozen white
speedboats move lazily in the
swell. They are anchored by the
public wharf and sailfish plant at
the western end of the cove, their
owners having abandoned fishing
for the day. One man is sitting on
the wharf systematically cutting
out cod tongues and tossing fish
heads one by one into the sea.

The dirt road from the wharf
runs past closely built houses lhat
back onto the harbor, past the
council office and the Anglican
church before shrinking to a foot­
path that leads through sand and
sparse grass to the head of the
bay. Here, three separate small
graveyards stand in the only
place where digging is really
feasible. Weathered headstones
bear names like Beaudoin, Letto,
and Dumaresque. The pale sand
by the water's edge forms a
crescent-shaped beach. Two soli­
tary picnickers enjoying the brief
summer have built a smoky fire
against the flies while in the dis­
tance a pair of horses graze. This
is the old L'Anse au Clair.

The new LAnse au Clair is a few

mayor of L'Anse au Clair and
gives a satisfied smiJeas the new
engine roars into liIe.

"I've been on Council 13 years
but lhis is my first year as
mayor," explains Philip. "\\'e have
seven on Council, it used to be
five, bul this way we can have
different people looking after
differentlhings instead of one guy
trying to do it all."

L'Anse au Clair was the first
Straits community to have a
council and for its size, has done
well. It has a water and sewerage

< system, and fire hydrants, yetlhe
lowest properly taxes in the area.
The rate for homes is set at 2
mills, and somewhat higher for
businesses.

"Why raise taxes if you can get
by without it?" asks Philip.

This year, the community em·
played two women and three men
to build a $60,000 firehall. The pe0­
ple have been trying for five years
to get a grant for a fire truck
without success but they do have
a pumper unit for fires beyond the
reach of the hydrants. They are
also fortunate in having two
brooks to draw from. One of them
was the site of a student work
project this year.

''We had two students building
a bridge on Eastern Brook. A lot
of people go lhere for berry pick­
ing and to haul firewood. Council
had to pay for the materials and
for a foreman. It came out a bit
over budget, but it's worlh it to lhe
community."

It was also fortunate for the stu·
dents. When jobs are scarce it is
invariably the male heads of fa·
milies who are offered work first.

Council is also having a feasi·
bility sludy done to determine
whether Easlern Brook would
support a mini-hydro generating
slalion to supply L'Anse au Clair.
At presentlhe Straits is supplied

The old .-rt 01 L'Anse au ctalr.



by diesel generators at L'Anse au
Loup with litUe hope of its ever
being replaced by cheap hydro
from Churchill Falls. Home own·
ers pay around 24 cents a kilowatt
while just down the road at Blanc
Sablon in Quebec, they pay 4
cents.

"Their hydro is subsidized,"
says Philip, ''A lot of people say
we'd be better off joined to Que­
bec. They have more jobs there,
and they've had lots of road con·
struction the last five years. It's
also Brian Mulroney's district
which is something else to
consider."

The Labrador Straits Chamber
of Commerce already has. Last
fall they collaborated with the
Lower North Shore to present
Prime Minister Mulroney with a
five·year road transportation
plan.

"We'd like the Quebec end of the

coastal highway here pushed
through to Sept Isles so that we
could drive to the rest of the
mainland 12 months of the year.
Right now we're isolated. There's
only the ferry across the Straits
and it doesn't run in winter."

The St. Barbe-Blanc Sablon fer­
ry, which runs from May to De·
cember depending on ice
conditions, receives a lot of use
from the Chubbs. Philip and his
wife Barbara used the ferry about
40 times in the first three months
of this year driving to Corner
Brook for new vehicles and spare
parts.

Chubb's service station was
started by Philip's father, Wil­
liam, who died in 1980. Philip ran
the business with the help of his
brother Wade until a year ago
when Wade went to St. John's to
study computer programming.
Now Philip works alone.
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"I operate 12 months a year.
Guys give me a hand now and
then but it's hard to find a quali·
fied mechanic on this coast. Very
few people go in for mechanics, I
don't know why. It can be compli­
cated working on a Japanese car
one day, a Chevrolet or Chrysler
the next day, then a Volkswagen
the day after that. You're expect­
ed to know something about all of
them. I also sell vehicles, 1act as
a sub·dealership for Chevrolet
and 1 suppose I've sold about 45
new and used units this year."

If that doesn't sound busy
enough, Philip is also janitor at
the nearby elementary school. He
fits it around his schedule at the
garage. And in his spare time?

"Well there's still time for the
odd game of badminton at the
school," he concedes.

Where there's a Wilf, there's a way

Wilfred letla

credit union whose offices are at
L'Anse au Loup.

"We originally had a Bank of
Montreal here, then around
Christmas 1983 they decided to
pullout. We formed a committee
and went to St. John's to try to
convince them to stay, but all they
could do was give us six months
to get something else in place.
The other banks weren't interest·
ed, so we came back and started

Wilfred Letto owns the hard­
ware store at L'Anse au Clair, a I
business he started in 1973 after
working 14 years for the Hudson's
Bay Company, mostly in Blanc
Sablon.

"You couldn't buy furniture on
the coast then, not a chesterfield
nor a carpet. There was no
plumbing or hea ting supplies
either, so I stepped in."

With his sister Loretta keeping
the books, Will installed furnaces,
the business flourished, and three
years later he was able to build a
new store. Since then he has
joined the Home Hardware group
which means he can order from
one supplier at competitive
prices.

''The only things I don't sell are
groceries and dry goods," he
notes.

Wilf's store is between his
brother Steve's Northern Light
Inn and his younger brothers Nor·
man and Manuel's welding shop.
It's the Letto seat of power and
the Lettos are well known for
their community involvement.
Wilf is also president of the local

our own.
"We went to the Credit Union

Council in St. John's and the
Department of Rural Develop·
ment. We bought all the bank's
furniture and hired their em·
ployees so that all we had to do
was change the name over the
door. We were in business June
1984."

Of course, banks also need
money. Fortunately, the Labrador
Fishermen's Union Shrimp Com·
pany made a deposit of $100,000
and also committed $13,000 to
paying initial salaries. Within a
few months, assets had reached
$250,000 and today stand at $2.5
million. Dividends to account
holders for 1984 and 1985 were 10
per cent. One wonders why the
other bank left.

"Policy from head office," says
Steve. "I don't think it was a ques·
tion of not making money. 1 think
probably somebody looked at a
map and said these branches will
have to go. They closed the ones
in Port au Choix, Rocky Harbour,
and St. Anthony, too. It wouldn't
matter if you could go across the
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street to another bank, but we
were left with nothing."

The L'Anse au Loup office has
a staff of five under manager
Stanley Pike Jr. and is expanding
its activities.

"Last fall we moved into Mary's
Harbour with a sub-branch and
we've been going there on a bi­
weekly basis. It looks as though
we may put a full-time staff per­
son there soon."

While it's fairly simple for
financial institutions to take
deposits from one customer and
lend them to another, there's a lot
of paper work involved and
cheques still have to make their
way to central clearing banks in One advantage credit unions guaranteed their full amount
Canada before the cycle is corn- enjoy is higher deposit insurance. from the fund."
plete. Some western Newfound- Customers' savings in regular Just as the local credit union
land banks use air courier banks are insured by the federal was born out of desperation, so
services to take data first to St. government to a maximum of too was a new group, the
John's and then to Quebec and $60,000. If you have $100,000 on Labrador Straits Historical De­
Ontario. The Eagle River Credit deposit in a bank that fails, you velopment Corporation of which
Union takes its data to the Caisse may only get back $60,000. In a Wilf is the president.
Populaire in Blanc Sablon who Newfoundland credit union you "It's through frustration that
perform the service for them. are insured for the full amount. you get a lot of things done that
About the only thing the credit most people think are impossi-
union cannot do, which regular "We operate under the same ble:' says Wilf. "We were looking
banking networks can, is phone rules as a trust company. Credit at tourism and the development
money to branches across unions here all pay into a central of the Basques sites here, then
Canada. fund that was initially guaranteed realized it was right at the bottom

"That might affect some busi- by the provincial government but of the provincial government's
ness people but for 98 per cent of it's now almost large enough to list of priorities. Parks Canada
our customers it doesn't matter," sustain itself. If a credit union also came out with a policy that
:::sa"ys-=....:W.:.:i:::lf:::. --Lf_a_il_ed_,_d_e.:.-p_oS_i_to_r_s_w_oU_l_d_h-,el they would finish their existing
r parks before starting any new

ones. Reading between the lines
we figured it would be five years
before we got looked at, so we
decided to do it ourselves.

"In February 1986 we put
together a development corpora­
tion and now we have a study un­
derway by Dennis Knight, a St.
John's consultant, which should
give us an idea of what should be
developed. We hope to meet with
the provincial government to get
something for next summer. We
definitely need a few trails
around the local sites, some
washroom facilities and maybe
some tour gUides."

Wilf seems like a man with a
cause-several causes. He just
laughs.

"I'm just one of a small group.
Government calls us the dozen
troublemakers, but sometimes
that's what it takes." II
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Tourism's increasing dramatically
sports store to sell any kind of
sports fishing gear. At best you
can go to a general store and
perhaps get two or three types of
fishing flies. People want sou­
venirs, something as simple as a
scallop shell with Labrador paint­
ed on it, but we can't get anybody
interested in making things.
Maybe it will come. The cod fish­
ery hasn't been very good these
last years so perhaps people will
try something new.

''The good thing about tourism
is the more you promote it, the
more benefits you get. It snow­
balls. It's the opposite to the fish­
ery where if you overfish you lose
your stocks."

Shirley believes the key to
tourism is marketing.

''You can sell anything, but you
have to sell it well and you can't
lie, Take the bakeapple festival.
People laughed at us and said no­
body would want to come to a
bakeapple festival. But actually it
was an intriguing name because
nobody knew what a bakeapple
was.

"Take the black fly, you can
even sell them. 1stumbled on this
one while trying to soften the fact
that we had black flies, Well,
black flies develop in running
water and can't exist in a pollut­
ed area. Therefore we have prac­
tically unpolluted air and water,"
deduces Shirley, brightly.

Shlr1ey and Steve letlo's Northern Light Inn.

Shirley letto

could also be used for whale
watching and fishing. We'd like
the tourists to slow down and en­
joy the place."

Shirley says they have learned
a lot from the experience of
L'Anse aux Meadows. There peo­
ple move through the historic site
in a couple of hours.

"It's in and out and return to
Corner Brook. Nobody benefits
from that."

Can tourism add significantly
to the local economy?

"I think so, but I'm not sure we
are convincing the local people.
Sports fishing is a real boomer
here and yet you can't find a

Shirley Letta is a vivacious, wit­
ty woman with a warm smile.
"I'm 39 and holding," she laughs
across piles of invoices that cover
her desk at the Northern Light
Inn in I..;Anse au Clair. Shirley and
her husband Steve built the motel
in 1974 which coincided with 10
years of construction projects.
Hydro and phone company em­
ployees, road builders and con­
struction workers, all stayed at
the motel. With the recent com­
pletion of most projects, the Let­
tos expected to see business drop
off, but it didn't.

"Tourism's been increasing
dramatically," explains Shirley.
OUf most recent figures show
that we are up 35 per cent on last
year. We are really surprised
about it."

U's a pleasant surprise for
Shirley and Steve who have
worked hard to promote tourism
in recent years, particularly
through the Northern Travel As­
sociation. It was their persistence
in lobbying government that
helped make the Newfoundland
tourist indu,try one of the few
areas to gain m the last provincial
budget. But it's not until you walk
into the motel dining room to be
confronted by 40 Americans eat­
ing and swapping experiences
that the word tourism takes on
substance.

"What surprised us last year
was that the tourists kept coming
in september and even in October
when the site at Red Bay had
closed. We think the article in the I "",.....,.,.",

July 1985 editon of National Geo­
graphic had a lot to do with it."

Shirley is now looking for new
ways to entertain tourists. The lo­
cal tourist association has just
built a tour boat that they hope
will be operating next year from
West Sl. Modeste to perhaps as
far as Carrols Cove.

"West Sl. Modeste is where they
uncovered the first evidence of
Basques and Carrols Cove is the
place where we know a Basque
sailor wrote his will and last
testament. But the tour boat
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