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MESSAGE FROM THE
HONOURABLE HAL BARRETT

MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM

There is an increasing number of con­
sumer seafood products being developed
by various companies within our fishing in­
dustry. As a result, the consumption of fish
on a local level is increasing yearly.

The taste and preference patterns of
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians are
also experiencing a subtle shift. No longer
do we have to limit ourselves in our choice
of fish products. With the wealth of special­
ity products now being developed and mar­
keted in the province, we can now take
advantage of the diversity, economy and
great nutritional value of a variety of sea
foods.

Buying Newfoundland and Labrador
seafood products guarantees you value for
your money, and ultimately employment
and economic growth in our vital fishery.

~
Honourable Hal Barrett
Minister of Development and Tourism
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
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by various companies within our fishing in­
dustry. As a result, the consumption of fish
on a local level is increasing yearly.

The taste and preference patterns of
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians are
also experiencing a subtle shift. No longer
do we have to limit ourselves in our choice
of fish products. With the wealth of special·
ity products now being developed and mar·
keted in the province, we can now take
advantage of the diversity, economy and
great nutritional value of a variety of sea
foods.

Buying Newfoundland and Labrador
seafood products guarantees you value for
your money, and Ultimately employment
and economic growth in our vital fishery.

~
Honourable Hal Barrett
Minister of Development and Tourism
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
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from the editor
In the last edition we vowed we would maintain

our original subscription rate of $9 per year.
Would that we knew then what we know now. Pub­
lishing a magazine is much like any other
business-there are some costs we can control and
many we cannot. For example, the cost of postage
is one we can't control. The day we mailed the
Seplember-october edition, however, canada
Post announced its intention to increase its rates.
This announcement took us oC! guard. While we
fully realize that postal increases have lately been
a fact of life in Canada, we certainly had not an­
ticipated that Canada Post would look for an in­
crease so soon. What to do?

Since 1982, when we established our annual sub­
scription rate of $9, we have been absorbing all
increased costs in an effort to bring Decks Awash
to you at the lowest possible cost. Increased costs
include postage, address labels. travel, and
wages, to name just a few. We carefully examined
our projections for next year to look for ways to
cut expenses, but our budget showed no room for
further belt tightening. Finally, we reluctantly
concluded we would have to increase our subscrip­
tion rate. We have, however, kept the increase to
an absolute minimun. As of January I, 1987, our
rate will rise to $10 per year.

This decision has not been taken lightly, it's just
that we can no longer afford to absorb further in­
creased costs. Inflation has finally caught up with
us. We also apologize for haVing to reverse our de­
cision, but on a positive note, until the end of the
year, you will still be able to buy Decks Awash at
the Qriginal rate of $9 a year. Also, we intend to
maintain the original 2-year rate at $18 through·
out 1987. So if you want to renew or send gift sub­
scriptions, send them in now and you'll still be
eligible for the $9 rate.

Let's turn to more pleasant things. U's Christ·
mas time-a magic time of holidays, carol sing·
ing, and bright decorations. It's also a time when
we try to be with our families, visit with old friends
and remember those who are no longer with us.
It's a time for peace and good will. We remem­
ber SCrooge's words in Dickens' A Christmas
Garol:

I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try
to keep it all the year.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and health,
happiness and prosperity for the New Year.
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history

St. Jones Within

Some people refer to the community as St.
Jones, the name on the community road sign, and
some as St. Jones Within, which is the name list­
ed on the highway signs. This is a reminder that
there was also a community named St. Jones
Without, situated on the south side of the South­
port peninsula. The older residents who remem­
ber its existence are the ones who use the full
name. The dropping of the suffix used to cause
problems for visitors, who often mistook St. Jones
for St. John's and were quite upset to discover they
had to return over the rough gravel road to reach
their destination.

Like most of the communities around Southwest
Arm, Sl. Jones Within was seWed in themid-lBOOs
by families from Conception Bay north and Trinity
Bay south. Hezekiah Benson from Grates Cove
was one of the earliest settlers some time before
1871, when David Benson was also listed as a
planter of Random Sound. The Bensons and Kings

Relics yesteryear
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St. Jones within looking south

were already mainly occupied in the 1um­
berwoods.

In the 1894 directory of fishermen, 13 families
were headed by fishermen, the most common fa­
mily names being Benson, King and Squires. The
situation was identical in 1904, although a few new
families had arrived from Random Sound, the
Carbonear area and Trinity Bay south. There was
a slate quarry at Black Duck Cove owned by
Walter Baine Grieve in 1908, and also several lob­
ster factories at nearby Passengers Cove, another
settlement abandoned in the 19505. Also aban­
doned in the 1961 resettlement program was near·
by Loreburn, first known as Lower Cove. Some
residents moved to 81. Jones Within, while others
resettled in Hatchet Cove.

By 1935, the population had risen to 136 in 26
United Church families. Fishing remained the
major occupation, with 12 cod traps listed for the
community. Cod, herring and caplin were landed
to a value of $6,175. Most families were engaged
in the inshore fishery, and there are no records
of schooners sailing to Labrador in the 19005.
Thirty children were listed as being in school in
1935. There is still an elementary school in 81.
Jones Within, but Grades 5-12 are bused to Claren­
ville. The road from Hillview was built 20 years
ago, and is being upgraded, partly as a result of
increased school-bus traffic.

The 1981 population was listed at 125 in 38 fami~

lies. King is the most common family name, fol­
lowed by Meadus and Hillyard, both fairly recent
arrivals. Other more established families include
one remaining Benson family, four Tuckers and
three Robbins. This is the only fishing communi­
ty on the peninsula with 8 fishermen listed. All the
fishermen are members of Meadus families. The
community remains strongly United Church and
the only church building is Faith United Church.

\!
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Hatchet Cove

Most people would attribute the community's
name to the predominance of lumbering from the
early days of settlement. The truth is, however,
that the community was first called Hatcher's
Cove, from the connection with the Reverend Hen­
ry Hatcher who was stationed at Shoal Harbour
in the late 1870s. Rex Clarke (969) suggests
Hatchet Cove was founded by the brother of
Stephen Blundon of Bay de Verde who began a log­
ging operation at Hickman's Harbour on Random
Island in 1799. Around 1910, some Blundon fami­
lies changed their name to Blundell but the Blun­
dons of Hatchet Cove did not.

Seasonal settlers came from Trinity Bay South
during the winter to cut wood. As the Labrador
fishery increased in importance, the need for wood
to build boats increased and more families settled
to cut wood, build boats and start a small local
fishery. Early families included Avery, Baker,
Bishop, Blundon, Brown, Cramm, Hiscock, Lam­
bert and Robbins. Three of the families have
Welsh and Scottish origins. A Robbins family from
Wales settled at Lower Island Cove and some of
the family later moved to Hatchet Cove, where the
name is common. The name Cramm comes from
Perthshire and Fife in Scotland, as does the name
Lambert.

The community was first recorded in the 1884
census when the six families of 33 Wesleyan and
Church of England residents were engaged main­
ly in fishing. Their five boats and one cod trap
landed a total catch valued at $75. Nevertheless,
fishing remained the major activity, although no
Ibs. of butter produced in 1884 suggests farming
might have been important, too.

The community was recorded in the 1891 census
as Hatcher's Cove, when it had a population of 47
Methodists. Of the 11 fishermen listed in 1894,
three were Browns, three were Robbins and two
were Bishops. Blundon, Cramm and Lambert
were other early settlers. According to Russell
Bishop, everyone came from the Grates Cove or
Bay de Verde areas. The Bishop family came

Ball field at Hatchet Cove

from Bishops Cove, Conception Bay. A Methodist
school had opened by 1901, but the Church of En­
gland school was open "only for a short period"
according to the 1907 report of the School Inspec­
tor. The two congregations lived in harmony, a fact
underlined by the building of a joint church, St.
Stephen's, in 1973.

Both the inshore fishery and lumbering were im­
portant in the early years of settlement, but only
one vessel was listed as going to Labrador in 1901.
At this time the population was 58, and local fisher­
men were dependent for supplies and sales on
Trinity and Hickman's Harbour merchants. Ore
bodies of slate and sandstone did not encourage
slate quarrying, which had become a major ac­
tivity on the other side of Random Sound. The
building of the railway contributed to fewer num­
bers engaged in the fishery with residents finding
work in construction and with the railway in
ClarenvilIe.

Only 13 children were in school in 1935, when the
census listed a population of 96 in 17 families, with
the United Church and Church of England both
well represented. Fishing had improved some­
what, with a catch of cod, herring and caplin
valued at $1,405, but fishing rapidly declined over
the next 40 years until 1982, when the only activi­
ty was. in salmon fishing.

Logging and lumbering, however, continued to



provide income for area residents. Jim Blundon
and Eleazer Robbins operated a water-powered
sawmill at the mouth of a local brook until around
1960. Evidence of this can still be found in the com­
munity. The Blundon and Robbins brothers part­
nership also owned another mill farther up the
brook. In 1982 two sawmills were operated by the
Smith and Brown families.

The 1981 census shows a population of 99 in 26
families. Local employment is very low, but sever-

Hillview

Hillview was originally known as North (or
Northern) Bight, and was settled in the mid-l800s
by families from Conception Bay because of sub­
stantial stands of timber. The community was
named Hillview because of the beautiful late sum·
mer and fall views of the surrounding hills. sever­
al local residents still comment on this, and
Doreen Avery proudly refers to the view as the
best in all of Newfoundland.

The first settlers were probably seasonal, sum­
mering in Labrador. The first arrivals were
James Stoyles and David Benson from Grates
Cove. The Churchill and Frost families arrived
next. These early settlers were engaged in lum­
bering, shipbuilding, the Labrador fishery and
some inshore fishing. As many as 20 schooners left
the community at one time, with the first being
owned by James Stoyles. His son-in-law, Israel
Cooper, was another of the early settlers. Israel's
son, George Cooper, could remember fish in suffi­
cient quantities to catch 30 qUintals by handline
and jigger in a few hours. The early settlers also
walked 60 miles along woods trails to Mount Syl­
vester to hunt caribou.

The actual date of the first settlement is
unknown because early census reports included
a number of communities under the general head­
ing of Random Sound or Southwest Random. By
1884, North Bight was already an important com­
munity with 162 Wesleyan and Church of England
residents. By this time, each denomination had a
church and school in the community. The first
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al people are employed as stonemasons outside
Hatchet Cove. When the slipway was built the fol­
lowing year, there was enough money left over for
a playground. A swimming pool, ballfield and pic­
nic area were added later. This has provided ex­
cellent recreational activities for local youth who
are unable to take advantage of high school
recreational activities because of the long return
bus trip from Ciarenville. Elementary students,
however, continue to attend the local school."

Hillview United Church

Church of England church was built around 1874.
About half the population was directly engaged in
the fishery, with the community's Zl boats, 19 nets
and seines and 9 cod traps landing fish to the value
of $1,819. North Bight was apparently the commer­
cial and farming centre of the region with a cler­
gyman, two merchants, five office workers and
58 acres of cleared land.

By 1891, the population had increased to 212, and
local logging operations prospered because of rail­
way construction and the 1893 construction of a
road to the railroad at Northern Bight station,
where the only motor-driven vehicle, a Model T
Ford, provided the taxi service to both Northern
Bight and communities on the south side of South­
west Arm. Fewer residents were fishing and only



6 - DECKS AWASH

20 Years of
the Fishermen's
Protective Union
in Newfoundland
- Coaker­
$19,95

•TWENTY YEAlI'

A Coaker
Anthology
- Cull - $7.95

One of our Best SeJJing
booJ(s now has a
Companion ~--..,....",

A vall.file at your favorite
"ook·.tore, or from
Creative Publishers
P. O.Box 967
St. John's, Nfld. A1C 5M3

cal fishermen landed cod, herring and caplin to
a value of $16 080 from 8cod traps and 16 nets and
seines. Nearly all the community's men were en­
gaged in lumbering, going into thew~ in the
fall after returning from Labrador. Nicky Avery
can remember six family sawmills in Hillview
alone. More lucrative jobs in construction, carpen­
try and transmission lines ~lmostwi~ out.l~m­

bering, which was for a while the major activity.
The Northern Bight railroad station was the

most active place in the region in the early to
mid-1900s. Any freight carried on the railway was
unloaded at Northern Bight and carried to Hill­
view where it was picked up by boat. Transporta­
tion to all communities was by coastal steamer
until the road was completed in 1957.

The population gradually increased over the
next 35 years, although local sawmilling and !he
Labrador fishery ceased in the 19505. Increasmg
numbers of residents were employed in Claren­
ville service industries and in road construction,
with a typical high emigration of young people. By
1981, Hillview's population was 293 in 85 families.
The residents include a high number of welders
and carpenters. Most employment is in Claren­
ville or on provincial construction projects. After
completing their elementary education .locally,
high school students are bused to ClarenvlUe. The
short road distance enables most Hillview stu­
dents to take part in after-school activities, unlike
students from some other communities in the
region. II

Hillview Anglican Church

four schooners went to Labrador. Lumbering
provided a new economic activity and involved 15
households.

McAlpines 1894 Newfoundland Directory lists 44
fishermen, including most of the family names
from the early days of settlement-Avery, Ben­
son (4), Brewer (2l, Baker, Churchill (5), Coop­
er, Drodge, Duffett, Dodge (2), Frost (5), Green
(3), House, Hyde (2), Jackson, Janes, Loader,
Martin (2), Mesh, Price, Styles (5), Seward (2),
Sansford-plus a trader-Nehemiah Frost. The
Averys came from Grates Cove, and the Bensons
were in Random Sound by 1871, as were Absolom
and John Cooper and Alfred Stoy1(els. Another
family-Churchill-is descended from one of three
brothers who arrived in Newfoundland from
Devon in the 18505. Drodge is the Wiltshire vari­
ant of Dredge-George and Solomon Drodge were
listed for Random Sound in 1871. The House family
named House Cove on the Southport peninsula.
The Hydes probably came from Ireland hy way
of Bay de Verde in the 18405, and Loader comes
from the Dorset name, Loder, with Silas Loder a
planter at Ireland's Eye in 1848.

The community name was changed to Hillview
in 1913, but Northern Bight and Dark Hole wer~

still listed separately in the 1935 census. Older resI­
dents still refer to the southern section of the com­
munity as Dark Hole. Churchill's Cove was to the
north, but was often missed in the census. Nicky
Avery can remember seeing schooners every­
where when he was growing up in Hillview. Albert
Stoyles reports there were at least 22 schooners
leaving Southwest Arm for Labrador. By 1921, the
population had increased to 230, but the inshore
fishery had declined in the 19005 to a point where
no fishermen were listed in 1904. Four vessels con­
tinued to fish off Labrador, but more and more
residents were turning to lumbering, and there
were at least four local sawmills. Vnlike neighbor­
ing Hatchet Cove, the Wesleyan and Church of En·
gland congregations built separate churches, the
main builders being Allan Tucker and Guy King.

A slight decline took place hefore 1935, when
there were 219 residents in 46 mostly United
Church families. Three vessels with a combined
weight of 173 tons still fished off Labrador, and 10-



Ivany's Cove
This small community at the head of Southwest

Arm apparently did not exist as early as other set·
tlements. This may have been because it was so
far from the inshore fishing grounds. Albert
Bailey, the community's oldest resident, remem­
bers there were three families already in Ivany's
Cove when he was born in 1918. It has never been
a large community, and the highest population
was listed as 44 in 1935, when the settlement was
equally divided among the United and Church of
England denominations.

Although most families still do a little jigging for

Ivany's Cove
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Albert BaIley's stor..stJlI In place but no longer in use

cod, there have been no fishermen in the commu·
nity since the first residents arrived in the early
19005. The railway, woodswork and road construe·
tion have provided jobs for local residents, and the
children and grandchildren of the original fami­
lies are building new homes. This has brought the
population back up to 43 in 15 families. The com·
munity has never been large enough to justify its
own church buildings. The Anglican and United
Church congregations have always walked the
short distance to Northwest Brook to attend serv·
ices in the churches there.

Newfound/andia
Q. - Where can you buy Newfoundlandia - Newfoundland's own

Trivia Game?

A. - At Newfoundland's oldest bookstore - Dicks and Company.

ORDER TOLL-FREE 1-800-563-4666
(For Shipment by Mail)

AND COMPANY LIMITED

320 Water Street
38S Empire Avenue
P. O. Box 490
St. John's, NF AlC 5K6

579-5111
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Northwest Brook

This community like Ivany's Cove was settled
more for lumbering and clo.seness to the railway
than for fishang. There were. however. 30 fisher­
men listed in a population of 54 in 1884. Two-thirds
of the community were Wesleyans, but both the
Church of England and Roman Catholic Church
were listed. Fishing was apparently not too suc­
cessful, and seven households depended on lum­
bering

By 1904 seven fishennen Yo ere listed-Benson
(2). Bailey, FrOSll2t. and Snelgrove. and nearby
Black Brook had six fishermen-Burton. Baker
(3), Green and l'iorris. William Smith, who was
born in Island Cove 9S years ago, recalls that his
grandfather came over from England and settled
in that now abandoned community on the South­
port peninsula. William's father, moved his fami­
ly to Northwest Brook shortly aftery,:ards.

Mildred Whalen can remember the first child
born in Northwest Brook-Mrs. Julie Hiscock­
who was 12 hours old by the time the nurse ar­
rived. Nurses had La come by train from Sl. John's
to Northern Bight, where they were picked up by
horse and buggy. Max Button had the first vehi­
cle, a Model T Ford, and took over the job of trans­
porting the nurse from the train. Groceries came
by boat in summer and by train in winter. The rail­
way declined in importance once the road went
through. Mildred was also the first person in the
community to have a gas washer, but soon there
were plenty, she says: "They were just the same
as a motor when you started them, and you would
know when everyone was washing because you
could hear the motors cutting in."

By 1935, fishing was no longer listed for the com­
munity, although a few people still did some fish­
ing for themselves. There were 57 people in 13
United and Church of England families, and 13
children attended the local United Church school.
A Church of England church and school were ad­
ded long after the first Methodist church. Nearby
Black Brook had increased to a population of 39
in seven mainly Church of England families. The
census listed three fishing rooms, but no landings
were reported.

- .~"~
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Northwest Brook from the Queen's Cove Road

Northwest Brook Anglican Church

The 1981 population had increased to 246 in 72
families, and a third, Pentecostal, church had
been built. The population increase is directly at­
tributable to the proximity of the Trans·canada
Highway and employment in Clarenville. The
greatest source of local emplo)·ment is in heavy
(;(}uipment operation. both for Goobies Contract­
ing and Rentals in Queens Cove and for the provin­
cial department of transportation.

According to Albert Bailey of Ivany's Cove, this
was always a Methodist. now United Church com·
munily. The present church was built on the site
of the old one and the Methodist. later United
Church school closed this year. I'll
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Queens Cove

The first to settle in Queens Cove was Richard
Goobie who came from Old Perlican in the 18605
and set up a sawmill with two sons, Newman and
Simon. Two more sons foUowed later. The next
settlers were the Gregorys from Old Shop, who
also came for the logging. Reuben Butt followed
from 51. John's. By then, the six families were
large enough to justify a volunteer schoolteacher,
Joseph Goobie, and build a school.

Among early settlers, most came from Old Per­
lieaD. The name Gooby (or Goobie) came from
Guppy in Dorset. James Gooby was listed for
Trinity Bay in 1773 and James Gooby and Son

operated as fishing merchants at Old Perlican in
1800. The Ash family also operaled out of Old Per­
liean and Trinily in 1800. In both cases, the SUt.

moved to Queens Cove. James and John Jacobs
were listed for Random Sound in 1871.

All these names appeared in the 1884 and 1904
Newfoundland Directories. Gooby was still the
most common name, with eight fishermen shown
in 1904. The Wesleyan population had reached 43
in 8 families by 1884. Of these residents, 29 were
fishing and 8 lumbering. The fishermen operated
19 boats, 9 nets and seines and 4 traps and landed
$748 of fish. The first church meetings were in the
Wesleyan school and this continued until at least
the 18805. The Church of England arrived later.

The schooners went to Labrador until the earJy
19305, but the community was mainly involved in
logging. The Goobies of Queens Cove set up the
sawmills at Goobies. Most of the local timber was
destroyed in two big fires before the 19205. Queens
Cove was a commuter community for the Little
Hearts Ease-Southport area. Everything arrived
by train at Northern Bight and was taken to
Queens Cove where it was picked up by boat. The
traffic was brisk enough that Eldred Goobie
states, more in fact than jest, HMore cups of tea
were given away in Queens Cove than any other

TerraTransport

A TOTALLY INTEGRATED
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

St. John's
Grand Falls
Corner Brook

737-5948
489-2292
634-8246

737-7896

634-4381

ONE OF THE CN GROUP OF COMPANIES
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St. Aiden's Anglican Church

community in Newfoundland." The mail came
from Hillview by boat or dog team. The road was
put through all the way to Southport before the
Trans-Canada Highway was built. Queens Cove
was the first community to have pavement-the
pavement now runs from the TCH to Hodge's
Cove.

By 1935, the population had doubled to 99 in 20
families. Most families were still members of the
United Church, but there was a small Church of
England congregation, and the first two salvation
Army members were noted in the census. St.
Aidan's Anglican church was started in January
1956 by the Gosses, Spurrells and Smiths. Until
then, services had been held in the United church,
from whom the Reverend W.J. Taylor purchased
land. The foundation for the Anglican church was
laid in February 1958. Contributions from neigh­
boring churches, a donation of windows from the
church at St. Jones Without, and furniture from
the church at Island Cove, both resettled commu­
nities, reduced the financial burden. The font came

Long Beach

The communities of the Random area were
grouped together in early census reports making
it impossible to verify family claims that the Vyse
family from Ireland settled at Grates Cove,
changed their name to Voy and then Vey, and

St. Mark's Anglican Church

from the Goulds and the altar from Ciarenville.
The Reverend G.W. Ethridge held the first serv­
ice in the church on Christmas Eve 1961, and it
was dedicated on October 22, 1962, and consecrat­
ed on October 25, 1964. By 1981, the church re­
quired extensive renovations, which were
completed within two years, and the church was
rededicated on October 9, 1983.

Queens Cove residents are proud of the fact that
the community did not receive any government
funding until 1978. It has always been a very in­
dependent community with a high number of
tradesmen working throughout the province. It is
the only community on the peninsula to have a
town water supply from a reservoir above the
town. The water pressure is so great that a
pressure-reducing valve has had to be installed.

The 1981 population was 123 in 35 families. Sever­
al residents are employed in marine engineering,
while others work for Goobies Contracting and
Rentals, which remains the largest employer for
people on the peninsula. .,

Queen's Cove ballfield and children's playground

moved to Long Beach around 1836. Ted Vey places
the date of arrival of the family from Trinity Bay
South at around 1862, with earlier occupancy on
a seasonal basis. They were certainly one of the
first families in the area, as evidenced by the
dominance of the Vey name in the 1884 Newfound·
land Directory listings. The Averys most likely
came from Devon, arriving in Trinity North in the
18505 and resettling in the Long Beach area before
1894 when several families were listed in the New­
foundland Directory.

The 1904 listing gives the names of 19 fishermen,
:ncluding 12 Gosses. They probably moved from
the Harbour Grace area in the mid-l800s. Durford
is possibly a misprint for the Dunfords from Har­
bour Gr.ace. The Barfitt family probably appeared
in the 18605, with the only concentration of the
Barfitt name being in Long Beach.

The first census mention of Long Beach is in
1884, when there were 69 residents in 10 mainly



View 01 Long Beach looking west

Church of England families. A total of 46 men
were fishing and 17 lumbering. At least 12 resi­
dents travelled to Labrador, and the small-boat
fishermen operated 10 boats, 8 nets and seines and
a cod trap, landing fish which returned $473. By
1891, a total of 39 inshore fishermen were listed
for the community, plus 3 Labrador vessels with
23 men aboard, which landed 1,150 qUintals of fish.

There were as many as seven schooners leav­
ing for Labrador from Long Beach, with the Veys
the last to continue into the 19405 or 1950s. Among
the biggest vessels was the 7o-ton Melba, although
there were several others about the same size. She
was built by Henry Schnare in Mahone Bay, Nova
SCotia, in 1902, and rebuilt in New Bonaventure in
1924. The fishery had declined somewhat by 1911,
when there were only 23 inshore fishermen and

Long Beach United Church
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one Labrador vesseL The small-boat fishermen
did land fish which returned $6,222, and the sole
Labrador schooner caught 1,220 quintals for the
summer.

Long Beach was a major fishing community, but
it was also heavily involved in logging, with the
Vey sawmill the only one with a tractor, horses
being the normal means of transportation. Most
goods were brought in by schooner during the ice­
free months of the year. Later on, the railway was
used during the winter.

The Church of England congregation of Long
Beach worshipped at a chapel in the school on the
hill above the present church. S1. Mark's Church
wasn't built until the 18905. James Avery, of Deep
Bight, did most of the carpentry work, together
with John Barfett, who was a lay reader for many
years. A new school was built near the beach and
later floated down to Island Cove. The third An­
glican school was completed in 1949 and became
the Long Beach Community Centre when it closed
in 1977. A United Church school was built soon af­
ter the second Anglican schooL

By the early 19705, the Anglican church was
ready to be replaced. The cornerstone for the new
church was laid on August 22, 1976, by the
Reverend David Hewitt, and the church official-

Long Beach waterfront looking east

ly opened in December 1m, with its consecration
on April 26, 1981. Much of the furniture came from
the old church. The bell came from 51. Mary's the
Virgin of Hodge's Cove, but it was soon replaced
by chimes and the bell was donated to 81. Aidan's
in Queens Cove.

The fishery was again the main economic activi­
ty for the population of 132 in 24 Church of England
and United Church families in 1935. A total of four
vessels with a combined weight of 222 tons went
to Labrador, and the local small-boat fishermen
set 17 traps and 15 nets,landing cod, herring and
caplin to a value of $12,270.

New families have moved in since resettlement,
with the last Barfords (Barfitts) having lefl. The
1981 population was 142 in 39 households. Most lo­
cal employment is in the fishery, with many resi­
dents seeking employment elsewhere as
carpenters. "
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Hodge's Cove

Hodge's Cove on the south side of Southwest
Arm, was probably first visited seasonally in the
early 18005 but not permanently settled until the
1850S, almost exclusively by people from Concep­
tion Bay. The initial attraction appears to have
been extensive stands of timber. Local resident
Rebecca Drover suggests the first settlers were
two cousins, both named James Drover. James
Drover and his wife Meriah arrived 20 OCtober
1861. His younger cousin, known as "Fiddler Jim"
to distinguish him from the other, arrived the
same winter. Both families lost their only child
that winter. They made corrins for the two chi!·
dren but did not bury them, waiting instead for the
ice to clear from Random Sound before taking
them to Fox Harbour (now known as Southport)
where the burials finally took place.
The Drovers then returned to their home in Con·
ception Bay and sought the advice of the local pri·
est. He told them, "Dwell in the land and verily
thou shalt be fed," advice they took, but first
stocked up with supplies from Harbour Grace. In
1863, Meriah bore James a daughter at Hodge's
Cove.

Tradition has it that a Hodge also occupied the
land which eventually came to be called Hodge's
Hole, then Hodge's Cove. There is no record of
where Hodge came from or when.

Some time later, Caleb Peddle and his brother
John arrived from Bishop's Cove, followed by
Jacob Higgins from Island Cove, and Stephen
Smith also from Bishop's Cove. Early family
names include Baker, Boone, Butt, Churchill, Cur­
tis, Hiscock, Smith, and Stringer.

No separate census count of Hodge's Cove was
taken until 1884 when 105 people in 17 families
were recorded. The predominant religion was
Church of England (8'7) and the first services were
held in a fish loft. The earliest clergyman was the
Reverend J. S. Saunderson who served Hodge's
Cove from 1880-1882, but the first reference to a
church is not until 1903 when the first St. Mary's
was being torn down. Itwas about 25 feet long, had

The old Sf Mary's Church

The new St. Mary's Church

a central aisle between the seats and a sman
vestry.

It was not until around 1907 that the new SL
Mary's was completed. This big, impressive build­
ing had three aisles between the pews and a fine
roof of slate quarried from near Hickman's Har­
bour. The church was dedicated by the Right
Reverend L. Jones, Lord Bishop of Newfoundland
on 9 september 1907. The Bishop's chaplin,
Reverend Henry Legge, noted the new church
was, "Neat, well arranged, and it is possible to
kneel between the pews." Some time after this the
Methodists also built a church.

Unlike Southport and Gooseberry Cove, the
economy at Hodge's Cove was never based on the
inshore fishery. The Labrador fishery was far
more important, as was woods work. Thousands
of board feet of lumber was shipped out, mostly
to St. John's, while more was used to build schoon­
ers to prosecute the Labrador fishery. But the
number of Hodge'S Cove residents engaged in the
Labrador fishery peaked in 1900 aDd declined
through the 1920S. There began an emigration of
people to the United States and Canada while
others sought work in lumber camps elsewhere in
Newfoundland and on the railway at Clarenville.

Mary McCormick recalJs that in 1937 some
Hodge's Cove men who unable to get woods work
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after a poor fishing season were also refused dole
by Eleazer Robbins, the relief officer. So they
went to Southport, robbed the merchant of some
goods, returned to Hatchet Cove to destroy Mr.
Robbins' books, and finally stopped the train at

Caplin Cove

Situated on the south side of Southwest Arm be­
tween Hodge'S Cove and Little Hearts Ease,
Caplin Cove was probably named for the abun­
dance of caplin in its waters, although Leslie Dean
notes its earlier name was Swearing Cove. It ap·
pears to have first been settled in the early 18005
by people from the northeast shore of Trinity Bay,
particularly Grates Cove, and Conception Bay.
Unfortunately, early census records lumped
Caplin Cove with other communities referring to
the whole as Random Sound. No separate figure
for Caplin Cove is given until 1884 when 34 people
in five families were reported.

The predominant religion was Methodism and
the main occupation fishing for cod and caplin. It
seems likely that part of the winter attraction of
the area was an abundance of lumber which
generated steady work supplying sawmills in Ran­
dom Sound.

MeA/pines Newfound/and Directory for
1894·1897 lists seven fishermen named Shaw, two
named Stringer, and four named Whalen. By 1904
the same source lists an additional 11 fishermen
called Baker and two called Drodge. The
Stringers, possibly a family of Yorkshire origins,
were listed for Random Sound as early as 1871, as
were a George and Solomon Drodge. A George
Shaw was listed at Hearts Ease in 1868, and Ge­
orge and John Shaw were planters at Random
Sound in 1871. The Whalens came originally from
Ireland. Descendents of these people are still to
be found in Caplin Cove today.

In 1911, Caplin Cove had the services of a
Methodist teacher but it appears he (or she) divid­
ed his time between Adeyton and Caplin Cove.

By 1935 the population had reached 89 and while
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Northern Bight. An arrest was made but Eleazer
Robbins was also replaced by Max Button who was
popular and ultimately retired to Queens Cove.

In 1941 Hodge's Cove had a population of 257, 3
sawmills, and 2 radios. The population climbed to
279 in 1945, 375 in 1961, and 391 in 1971.

St Mary's church was in need of repair by the
mid-1950s and a building fund was started to
replace it. This culminated in the present church
which was started in 1962 and dedicated by Can­
on L. Norman in 1965.

In 1981 Hodge's Cove had a population of 438. It
also had 9 fishermen, 45 people employed within
Southwest Arm, and a further 55 employed off the
Arm. Some 46 members were recorded as work~

ing outside the province. The community has a
garage, a hardware store, a couple of grocery
stores and is unincorporated.

some inhabitants were going annually to Labrador
for the summer fishery, others were employed in
woods work as far away as Terra Nova and Corn~
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er Brook.
The population peaked around 1966 at 188 peo­

ple and in 1981 was 109. The community's elemen­
tary school closed some time after 1970 and pupils
now attend Hodge's Cove primary, or the Integrat­
ed High School at Little Hearts Ease.

In 1981 the work force was reported at 7 fisher­
men, four women employed in Southwest Arm,
and 21 working beyond the immediate area. Afur­
ther 16 inhabitants were said to be working out­
side the province.

Little Hearts Ease

Little Hearts Ease and Little Hearts Ease West
straddle the main highway having water access
to both Southwest Arm and Trinity Bay.

According to local resident Theodore Martin, the
earliest settlers at Little Hearts Ease were all
from Grates Cove on the northeasterly tip of Trini­
ty Bay. John Martin, Theodore's grandfather, was
the first of the Martins, arriving some time before
1886. At that time fish was plentiful and the land
was well wooded, some of the trees being in ex­
cess of two feet across.

In 1884 the population numbered 136 in 25 fami­
lies consisting of 75 Wesleyans, 36 Roman cathol­
ics, and 25 Church of England. Two schools were
listed. Fishing was the main occupation with 74
people recorded as fishermen, 39 of them em­
ployed as crew members on Labrador schooners.
Some 65 acres were under cultivation.

In 1898 the most common name was Drodge­
there were 30. Other names were Jacobs, Martin,
Norris, Shaw, and Stringer with Peddle and Soper
appearing around 1900.

McAlpine's Maritime and Newfoundland Gazet­
teer for 1898 describes Little Hearts Ease as a fish­
ing, farming, and lumbering settlement with a
safe harbor and a good entrance. The nearest
money order office was Britannia Cove (presuma­
bly on Random Island) while the closest telegraph
and railway station was Clarenville. The closest
coastal boat stopped at Trinity, 25 miles away. At

Little Hearts Ease

that time Little Hearts Ease contained 3 stores
and 1 church. The population was 175.

By 1935 the population had reached 264 in 55 fa­
milies, being 131 United Church, 30 Roman cathol­
ic, and 103 salvation Army-the latter the largest
Corps in the region. Whether the Church of En­
gland contingent converted or left is unknown, but
by this time they seem to have quite disappeared.
Four schooners were recorded, two large 170-ton
vessels and two smaller l09-ton Labrador schoon­
ers. There were also four sawmills in operation.

Today Little Hearts Ease has the area Integrat­
ed High School, the expanded former Salvation
Army School. It also has two United Churches, an
older building in Little Hearts Ease West that was
closed a few years ago, and a new building by the
main road. The population in 1981 was 467. II
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Clay Pits

This abandoned community close to Little James, moved to Random Island and founded the
Hearts Ease was settled around 1850 by Bensons Hickman's Harbour Vardys. There are also
and Vardys from Grates Cove. George Vardy, an Vardys to be found in the Port aux Basques region
immigrant from Christchurch, England, married being descendents of George's brother, John. The
a Mary Martin at Grates Cove in the 1840s before Bensons ultimately moved to Little Harbour.
moving to Clay Pits. He was a justice of the peace No separate census for Clay Pits appears until
and a Church of England lay reader. 1884 when 12 people in two families were report-

One of George's sons later moved to Clarenville ed. The same number was again reported in 1891.
and founded the Clarenville Vardys. Another son, but by 1901 the community had been abandoned.

f-------------------- 11

Butter Cove

This small fishing community is situated on a
steep slope halfway along a narrow inlet that
opens onto Trinity Bay. Although smaller than
Gooseberry Cove, it is also better protected from
northeasterly winds. \

Butter Cove was probably visited by fishermen
from at least the early 18005. Within Butter Cove
is a small cove called Ganny Cove, probably a cor­
ruption of Gandy Cove, and it appears on a map
dated 1806. It seems likely that Butter Cove was
first permanently settled in the 18505 by Moses,
Uriah and David Spurrell who came from Dun­
field near Trinity. The origins of the name Butter
Cove are uncertain, but Dr. E. R. Seary notes the
presence of a Butters from Devon living in the Bay
de Verde area in the 1840s. Despite this, the
predominant family names by 1894 were Baker,
Hiscock and Spurrell-the latter another Devon
name. Butter Cove is first mentioned in the 1874
census as having six families totalling 34 people,
all Church of England. The population had grown
to 54 by 1884 and increased by one family to seven.
Eight children were in school but no school is

Butter Cove
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recorded so they may have journeyed to neighbor·
iog Gooseberry Cove.

The population had grown to 81 residents by
1935. Aone-room school was built that ultimately
closed in the 19605, the last teacher probably be­
ing Andrew Peddle of Hodge's Cove. It has been
suggested that Butter Cove was included in a
resettlement program of the mid-sixties, and resi­
dents recall six or seven families leaving for Come
by Chance. Sunnyside, and Arnold's Cove, but
most people remained.

The most recent statistics reveal 27 house­
holders and a population of 98. Fishermen consti­
tute the overwhelming majority of the work force
(20) while three people pursued occupations
elsewhere. It
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Gooseberry Cove

the inshore fishery. Gooseberry Cove was close to
prime fishing grounds easily reached by small
boats. The Labrador fishery was also pursued with
the community sending schooners in the late 1800s
and early 1900s. Population growth seems to have
slowed by 1900 being 111 in 1901, a rise of only six
people in 10 years. But in 1935, 187 in 33 families
were recorded only to fall to 145 in 1966.

Merchants in Gooseberry Cove were William
seward who established a business in the early
1900s, and William Flynn who arrived as the Ro­
man Catholic school teacher and later married a
Seward girl. William Tim Smith operated a small
business in the 1950s and Stephen Seward operat­
ed another small business until quite recently.

In 1908 a cooperage, two cod liver oil refineries
and two lobster canneries were reported. Cod con­
tinued to be salted and sold to buyers until the
1960s. In the late 19505 a breakwater and a fish
processing plant were built. Acanopy covering the
government wharf was washed away in a storm
in early 1976 and this year a new breakwater is
under construction. The most recent population
statistics showed 183 residents. m51. Alban's Anglican Church, Gooseberry Cove

Gooseberry Cove seems to have first been set·
tIed by the overflow population of nearby Hearts
Ease and may have had a winter population as
early as 1753. It seems fairly certain that it was
named for the gooseberry bushes that were com­
mon in the area.

Gooseberry Cove does not appear in any census
until 1836 when a population of 12 was recorded,
all Church of England. The population grew to 49
by 1857,79 by 1874, and 105 by 1891. Early settlers
were Balsoms and Langors from Heart's Content,
Fitzgeralds from Keels or nearby, Bakers from
the Trinity area, Smiths from New Harbour, and
sewards from New PerIican. The community

'"Gooseberry Cove

seems to have been entirely Church of England
until a Seward married a Roman Catholic wom­
an from Placentia and built a Roman Catholic
church in Gooseberry Cove. In 1884 Roman Cathol­
ics represented one third of the community and
the two denominations had both built churches and
schools prior to 1901.

The main occupation was, and continues to be,
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Heart's Ease

This abandoned community is of historical im·
portance as it was probably one of the first places
in Southwest Arm systematically visited by Eu·
ropean fishermen. Sir Richard Whitbourne who
visited Newfoundland several times between 1579
and 1620 mentions "Harts Ease." The English
fishing vessel Edward was operating from Heart's
Ease in 1675 and itinerant scribe Abbe Jean Bau­
doin (who accompanied D'Iberville) recorded 12
fishermen with two boats landing 1,000 quintals of
fish at Heart's Ease in 1697.

What made Heart's Ease attractive was its 10--

Southport

Southport was originally named Fox Harbour
taking its name from nearby Fox Island, itself
probably named from the abundance of foxes in
the area. According to former resident, Leslie
Dean, from whose work much of the following
data is taken, Southport is the oldest surviving
community in Random Sound.

In 1836, Fox Harbour supported the Wesleyan fa­
milies of James Dean (from Old Perlican) and
Joseph Martin (from Grates Cove) being 12 in·
habitants all told. They were later joined by
James Lambert and James Avery both of Grates
Cove.

Fox HaJ.:bour was sheltered and conveniently
close to good fishing grounds. It soon attracted
more settlers including Robert Pond and his sons
James and William, and John Button who married
John Dean's daughter, Elizabeth. By 1845 the in­
habitants numbered 38 and owned seven boats. By
1857 the population had almost tripled to 103 while
the number of boats bad more than doubled to 16,
and a schooner was reported. Other settlers who
arrived before 1870 and lived there permanently
or on a parHime basis included Henry Baker, Wil-

Boats tied up at Southport

cation near prime fishing grounds, its sheltered
inner harbour, and a pebbled beach ideal for dry­
ing fish.

John Baker, his wife and three children were the
first permanent residents at Heart's Ease. Tho-­
mas Baker was born there in 1794. In 1806 there
were eight or nine families resident. The popula·
tion peaked around 1874 at 68 and was reduced to
seven by 1901 and abandoned some time after.

Heart's Ease lies between Gooseberry Cove and
Southport and may be reached by a footpath that
runs by st. Alban's Church. "

The United Church at Southport

Ham Wells, William White, Thomas Pelley, Tho-­
mas Smith and Timothy Smith.

Southport was the site of the first Methodist
meetinghouse on the northwest side of Trinity
Bay. It was certainly built before 1859, and may
have been built before 1851, for in that year lay
reader James Dean baptized Mary Jane, daugh­
ter of Thomas and Mary Jane Pelley, temporary
residents at Fox Island. The meetinghouse also
served as a school. There was also a burial grOlUld
that still exists today with graves marked by rocks
rather than headstones.

The number of residents (predominantly Wes­
leyans and Church of England) noted in the ceo·
sus records taken after 1857 fluctuate
considerably. In 1869 it was down to 69, up to 86
in 1884, and back to 105 in 1891. Two possible ex­
planations present themselves. First, some pe0­
ple may have visited Southport seasonally but
inconsistently for the inshore fishery. Second, per·
manent residents could have been absent at cen·
sus time as Southport provided a number of
schooner crews for the Labrador fishery.

The Labrador fishery which started in the 18605
and peaked by 1901 was important to Southwest



Wharf at Southport

Arm as a whole, but it was of relatively little im­
portance to Southport which appears to have con­
centrated its efforts on the inshore fishery. For
example, while 74 vessels from the Random
region participated in the Labrador fishery of 1901
(950 Newfoundland vessels participated in total)
it seems that only one, or possibly two, were from
Southport. Southport was to specialize in pickled
turbot, although this was later, probably starting
around the 19205 and collapsing in the 19505 with
the advent of frozen fish. The turbot was shipped
to Maine, Quebec, and New Brunswick. There was
also a thriving herring trade.

A sawmill owned by Thomas Pond is recorded
by Muddy Pond at Fox Harbour in t9tO but the lo­
cal streams proved insufficient to run the water­
wheel. In 1920, Asa and Alan Blundell and Joseph
Pelley built another mill. Logging, however, ap­
pears to have played a relatively minor role in the
economic existence of Southport compared to set­
tlements like Little Hearts Ease and Hodge's
Cove. Despite this, schooners were built at SouUt­
port: vessels such as Hubert Brian, Hubert G.
Smith, Sarah Francis, Hubert J., and the Orion
built for Edmund Seward as a banking schooner,

Fox Harbour finally changed its name to SouUt­
port around 1916, the result of a petition led by lo­
cal merchant John Vey. The community was tired
of having its mail go aslray, there being at least
two other Fox Harbours in Newfoundland.

The first merchant at Southport was Alcock who
set up business around 1900. He acted as a
merchant-trader visiting coastal communities in
his schooner, trading supplies for fish. A second
merchant, Adey from Hickman's Harbour, set up
around the same lime but sold out to Jobn Vey of
Long Beach around 1910, He carried on the busi­
ness until 1918 then sold it to Mary Smith who
passed it on to her brother, Kenneth Smith. The
firm continued in operation until the mid-I960s.

When the first Methodist school was built in 1907
it served Methodists, Church of England and Ro­
man Catholic children. The Church of England
members worshipped at St. Alban's church in
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nearby Gooseberry Cove, where the Roman
Catholics also had a small church.

The three denominations appear to have co­
existed with harmony although there was compe­
tition among clerics for converts. Ken Smith has
reported that Southport Methodist sarah Newton,
who married a Roman Catholic gentleman, was
told by the Roman Catholic priest to convert or
be transformed into a goat. Mrs. Newton
challenged him to carry out his threat reasoning
that if he could turn her to a goat, he could cer~

tainly change her back. She said, if he were suc­
cessful, she would gladly change her religion.

From 1891, when the population was 105, growth
was gradual. The population dropped to 'R in 1901,
grew to 117 in 1911 and was almost exactly the
same at 116 in 1921. Thereafter there was growth,
149 residents being recorded in 1935 and 175 in 1945.
The burgeoning population was sufficient to cause
the United Church to rebuild its school in 1946 at
whic~ point the Church of England also decided
to build one. United Church and Church of En­
gland <later Anglican) students were taught
separately until 1967 when they amalgamated un­
der one roof some two years before integration.
The population of Southport was last reported to
be 180 in 1981. I!I
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Chicken is a tasty treal for those watching their
weight It is low in calories and there is a very
easy way to lower the calories even further. Sim·
ply remove the skin. 1bat eliminates almost aU
of the fat because chickens store m05l of their fat
just beneath the skin.

Chicken and many kinds of wines go together
well. When serving chicken dishes that bave a
light flavour try White, rose or young red wines.
For many full navoured or spicy dishes try full,
rich red wines such as Burgu_ndi_·es_.__
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