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'+ |from the editor

Everybody talks about the weather. Perhaps we
Newfoundlanders are born in a state of chronic
anxiety about the weather. This indescribable
weather certainly has taxed our sense of humor.
We can’t ever before remember actually wearing
out a shovel in a single season and we wish you
Juck in trying to purchase a replacement—shovels
are the newest on the endangered species list.
(Next year we're going to buy several in hopes we
won’t have to use them.) To those who don’t live
in Newfoundland, we've had the worst winter on
record with mountains of snow and sub-normal
temperatures.

: We try to avoid writing about ice and snow,
\ adopting the attitude: “Why worry about some-
thing we can’t control?” But in putting this issue
together, we have had to worry about the weather.

After twice postponing our trip to Carbonear, we
finally got underway—two weeks late. But it was
very slow going. Our reporters asked in frustra-
tion, “‘How can you become familiar with a town

when it’s buried under snow? How can you get
good photos when everything looks like one, big,
white blob? How can we get to an interview when
the car is stuck? Do you realize how much time
we're wasting just climbing over snowbanks?”” We
countered with well-meaning platitudes: “Do the
best you can.” Or ‘“The snow can't last forever.”
And things didn’t improve. Some people we want-
ed to interview were snowbound elsewhere and
others, the smart ones, had gone to sunny climes.
Thus there were people we had hoped to talk to
who weren'’t available. We'd waited years to visit
Carbonear, we’ve done our best, but with great
difficulty.

Finally, we have some good news. Our latest
count shows 1315 new subscribers. We welcome you
to Decks Awash and wish you many hours of in-
teresting reading. If there’s anything you'd like us
to cover, please let us know and we’ll try to oblige.
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history

early history

Carbonear, on the northern shore of Conception Bay,
is one of the oldest settlements in Newfoundland with ol-
der European maps from the late 1500s showing Cape
Carveiro. When English naval captains undertook a cen-
sus of Newfoundland from 1675-1677, they discovered that
Carbonear, with a permanent population of 55, was the
third largest settlement. At this time the entire popula-
tion of Newfoundland numbered only 523 in 28
settlements—although this number was augmented by
a fluctuating body of 1,342 seasonal visitors. Only St.
John's (pop. 87) and Bonavista (pop. 63) were larger,
while Harbour Grace had just 22 permanent settlers.

According to E.R. Seary (1971) the name comes from
the Spanish “‘carbonera” for a maker or seller of char-
coal, or from one of several French names, most likely
“‘c(h)arbonniere” meaning charcoal pot. H.F. Shortis,
in a Newfoundland Historical Society lecture at Car-
bonear in 1907, suggested Carbonear many have been
named by explorer John Cabot. Shortis pointed out that
Cabot was a Genoese sailor and that he may have named
Carbonear after a small town near Genoa, called Car-
bonier. In The Newfoundland Quarterly (Christmas 1934),
it was suggested that Carbonear may have been disco-
vered by Portuguese explorer Corte Real and given the
name Carboniero. While the origin of the name is unclear,
the first spelling of Carbonear as it is written today is
found in a letter from Lord Colville, senior naval officer
in North America, to a Mr. Cleveland on board H.M.S.
Northumberland around 1760.

l:g:%?swt that Gilbert Pike, pirate Peter Easton’s
lie nt, married the captured Irish princess Sheila
Na Geira and moved to Carbonear after first settling at
nearby Bristol's Hope in 1610. Their child may have been
the first white child born in Newfoundland. A large tomb-
stone behind a house in Pike’s Lane is said to mark Sheila
Na Geira's grave. g

t appears settlers arrived in the second third of the
600s. Nicholas Guy is reputed to have moved to Car-
iear in 1631 and one of John Guy’s 48 investors, a man
named WiTIouighby, bought a large area of land stretch-

o

Clmﬁar Island

near Lighthouse on Carbonear Island. C. 1 (Phgto
Fred Murphy) -ﬂ

m Carbonear to Heart’s Content. He was under

the impression that Bell Island’s minerals were within
his land grant, but resigned himself to fishing and farm-
ing for 20 years.
Nicholas Powell’s 1765 claim of family possession of
land in the Carbonear area to before 1641 would make
the Powells the oldest family still in the area. The fami-
ly emigrated from Wales to Nova Scotia and then to Car-
bonear and Happy Adventure.

The Butt family was the first occupation verified by
Colonial Office records. Roger Butt, his wife and four
children were listed for Crocker’s Cove at the northeast
end of Carbonear in 1675. He was a planter with four ser-
vants, but a house was not listed until 1677 when there
were five children and eight servants. By 1681, another
child and two more servants were in residence, and other
Butt families had settled by 1696.

Thornf
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View from Crocker’s Cove

The first settlement at Crocker’s Cove, was occupied
by only a few families, but the area’s population had in-
creased to 57 by 1675. Four years| later the English set-
tlement of C: ification against
French raids. The pmposal by wllham Downing and Tho-
mas Oxford appears to have been ignored by the English
government. The French were well aware of the English
settlements, and a 1696 census estimated the English
population of Conception Bay at 101 residents and 784
fishermen, which was a third of the total English popu-
lation of Newfoundland.

The English government’s lack of concern in 1679
meant that local residents themselves fortified neighbor-
ing Carbonear Island by erecting several earth and stone

ramparts and a barracks. These proved their worth in
January 1697 when Pierre Le Moyne D’Iberville was un-
able to capture the island after having ravaged other Ava-
lon Peninsula settlements. When D’Iberville arrived at
Carbonear Island on January 24, 1697, he was met by a
determined gathering of 200 settlers from several Con-
ception Bay communities. Abbe Baudmn, a Recollet
monk on the ign, left a short descri of the is-
land at the time:
It is scarped with high cliffs, except one landing at the
west point, a pistol shot from a boom made of sloops.
On the isle are four cannon, six pounders, besides
which, only two sloops at a time can land, and then only
in calm, which is not frequent in the winter. (quoted
in HLF. Shortis: 1910)

The French were particularly interested in removing
English merchants from the area. Harold Horwbod men-
tioned in his book Newfoundland that the French in 1697
reported Carbonear had the best built houses in New-
foundland, saying that some of its merchants were worth

nons used against the French and American privateers
during the 18th century now rest on Harbour Rock Hill.

‘more than 100,000 pounds sterling (equivalent to over four
million 1987 dollars).

D’Iberville made several attempts to capture Car-
bonear Island and would have succeeded on the night of
January 31, 1697, when he landed with 90 of his men but
for the alertness of a sentry. A week of seige failed to
dishearten the residents and D’Iberville withdrew the
following week. Local families claim that a Welshman,
Captain Nichulas Peddle, led the defence, and his sword
was d in 1920 to the

After capturing and burning several Conception Bay
and Trinity Bay communities, D'Iberville returned to
Carbonear which he burned to the ground on February
28. The French returned to Plaisance (Placentia) and
the Treaty of Rhyswick (1697) temporarily halted French
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attacks. John Downing, Thomas Oxford and William Hin-
ton were aggressive spokesmen in _England against tl_xe
West Country merchants’ opposition to settlement in
Newfoundland. Their actions eventually led to the pass-
ing of “The Newfoundland Act” in 1699, England’s for-
mal recognition of the right to settle.

This enabled other families to establish themselves in
the area. The first Clark(e) was probably in Crocker’s
Cove by 1705, arriving from Devon or Cornwall. The Tuck-
ers arrived at Port de Grave in the late 1600s, and may
have been living in Carbonear when the French again
swept through the Conception Bay area in the winter of
1704-05. Once again Carbonear Island successfully resist-
ed attack.

In January 1709, the residents of Carbonear sent a pe-
tition to Queen Anne pledging to defy the-French, who
had captured St. John’s in December 1708, until as-
sistance was sent. John Pynn was rewarded for his brav-
ery by being appointed commander of the garrison of
Carbonear Island in 1709.

The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 brought a period of peace
lasting over 40 years, and Carbonear prospered. Ameri-
can privateers caused problems to settlers, but “‘plan-
ters” were well established around Conception Bay in
the early 1700s with families coming from England and
Ireland. By 1747 there were more Parsons, Moores and
Pike families living in the area. In 1767 Joseph Butt in-
herited a beach, stage, flake, five houses, five gardens
and a meadow from his father. His married daughters
Anne Rowe, Frances Baker and Jane Parsons and son
Joseph inherited land in 1783.

Carbonear appears in the earliest English census and
was one of the six Judiciary districts in Newfoundland
in 1729. The Carbonear district extended from Bay de
Verde to Cape St. Francis with William Pynn and Charles
Garland as Justices of the Peace. In 1745, residents
formed a fishermen’s militia to assist in the defence of
Carbonear. The Jacobite rebellion may have encouraged
British fortification of Carbonear Island, which by 1750
was a regular military outpost with about 50 men. The
garrison saw no action, and peace continued until the
start of the Seven Years War between Britain and France
in 1756, Cannons from this period can be found along the
northern shoreline of Carbonear at Harbour Rock Hill.

The Carbonear Island fortifications fell into such dis-
repair that Count D’Haussonville with four warships and
700 troops captured the island in June 1762, the only time
it ever fell into French hands. (Most history books give
this account; however, a letter signed ““The Freshwater
Archivist” i in The ! dland Quarterly in
1959 disagrees. The letter notes that in 1762 the French

R.C. Church, convent, and school C. 1900. (Photo: Fred
Murphy)

Schoolboys, circa 1900. (Photo: Annie Jones)

almost succeeded in taking Carbonear Island, that one
ship did manage to get some men ashore, but that they
were all killed and later taken to Freshwater for buri-
al.) It was recaptured by the British soon afterwards, but
had to fight off the attentions of American privateers in
1775 and on several other occasions.

Some time after 1762 when the first customs house was
built in St. John's, the Carbonear merchants applied for

Old Roman Catholic convent at Carbonear. (Photo: Fred
Murphy)

one. A naval officer who was sent to investigate concluded
the harbor at Harbour Grace was safer and recommend-
ed the customs house be built there. Thus, as Henry Shor-
tis put it, he consigned generations of Carbonear
merchants and captains to tramp over Saddle Hill to
clear their vessels even though the trade conducted in
Carbonear was of much greater volume than in Harbour
Grace.

Still more settlers arrived, several family names ap-
pearing for the first time, including that of Thomas Rey-
nolds in 1770 and John Power in Crocker’s Cove in 1771.
The first Noel families may have come from Jersey to
Harbour Grace around this time, and George Oats was
also a resident by 1780, the family name being changed
to Oates later. Thomas Burden is mentioned for Car-
bonear in a Colonial Office file of 1790 and Elisha Pye
arrived around 1799.

In 1845, Conception Bay totalled 28,026 residents while
St. John's had only 25,196, and it outstripped all areas
in agricultural production. The 1857 census showed 914
families and 5,233 residents in the Carbonear district,
perhaps the most prosperous in Newfoundland.
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the churches and schools

The early settlers were all Church of England im-
migrants from the West Country of England and from
the Channel Islands. The arrival of Roman Catholics
from Ireland after the 1750s accounted for a major part
of Carbonear’s expansion in the next 20 years. Although
Roman Catholic priests and residents of Carbonear and
Crocker’s Cove were soon under pressure from the
authorities, there was never any open hostility to the new
arrivals as in other parts of Conception Bay. The first
Church of England church was a small chapel built in
1786, and a second was built in the early 1800s.

The last 30 years of the 1700s saw a new movement de-

lop along the shores of Conception Bay. What is gener-

lmm%mdmbethefm%stch h in
lewfoundland was built at nearby Blai d in'1755. The
‘Methodists in the area were able t6 raise enough money

to int Lawrence Co the
QM%F aisiy ngm}éﬂ“& rematogs ofcialy e
first Church of clergyman of St. Paul’s in Har-
Grace from 1766 to 1773. This dual role wasn’t un-
usual in the early years of Methodism in Newfoundland,
t Church of England parishioners did not all approve
Couz%: who adopted the evangelical style of Ji
he had met in England ohn
an's work led to the appointment of !he
Reverend John McGeary in 1785 and the dominance of
the Methodist Church from Carbonear to Grates Pomt

West end of Water Street c. 1940. The cars have white paint-
ed fenders, a requirement laid down by law during the
black-out of the war years. (Photo: Fred Murphy)

residents—2,368, and 895 Church of England residents,
and four churches: two Methodist, one Roman Catholic
and one Church of England.

A third Methodist church was built by 1884, when 729
children were attending the six Carbonear and two
Crocker's Cove schools. Perhaps as a result of boundary
changes, Carbonear’s population had dropped to 3,756,
but Crocker’s Cove increased its population to 1,486. A

had been built on Carbonear Island in 1878,
but only the lighthouse keeper's family lived there.

In 1908, the Church of England clergyman was Rev.
F. Colley; the Methodist, Rev. Thomas Dailey; and the

class meetings in Crocker’s Cove in 1796.

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel estab-
lished a school in the late 1700s, and in 1821 had 23 pupils.
By 1826, the Newfoundland School Society also had a
school with 100 children registered. In 1813, the wife of
the Methodist minister opened a private school for girls,
and this became a grammar school in 1838 until its grant
was divided between the Roman Catholic and Protestant
boards, who had protested the separate grant.

The first St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church was
built in 1826, the present church being the third at the
site and completed in 1891. St. James’ Anglican church

Roman Catholic, Father Felix M . By 1921, Car-

The first Mm m e bl | poasai of 2,708 included 99 Salvation Army
m g7 hen b be‘“nd i “‘St@; ohn's. The | fdherents, who had added a citadel to the five existing
wndhalso ted s ide) ¢hurches and also a school in Carbonear East. Car-

bonear’s two Roman Catholic schools had 195 pupils in
separate boys’ and girls’ schools; the two Anglican
schools had 145 pupils; and the two Methodist schools
had 493 pupils. In Crocker's Cove the Roman Catholic
school had 38 pupils and the Methodist school 30 pupils.

The United, Roman Catholic and Church of England
Churches remained dominant in Carbonear in 1935, when
245 Salvation Army residents were also listed and there
were three Pentecostal residents. Pastor Langdon con-
ducted cottage services in people’s homes until the Cal-

vary F church was in the summer
of 1961. Crocker’s Cove and Carbonear East were no lon-
ger listed from Carb , which had become

at the corner of Bond and Water Streets, was
ed in 1864 with an addition in 1886. By 1869, there were
an equal number of Roman Catholic and Methodist

United Church, Carbonear c. 1950. (Photo: Fred

separated into Carbonear North and South at the time
of the 1971 census. Carbonear North had Roman Cathol-
ic, Anglican, United, Salvation Army and Pentecostal
churches, while Carbonear South had United and Je-
hovah's Witnesses churches. The Newfoundland Confer-
ence of the United Church of Canada took place at
Bethany United Church, Carbonear, in May 1979,

One of the most notable Carbonear clergymen was
Monsignor Joseph O'Brien. Born at Carbonear in 1884,
he was ordained in 1910 and died in 1986 at the age of 101.
At his requiem mass, Bishop MacDonald noted that
Msgr. O'Brien’s life ¢ half the 200-year life of the

‘ Roman Catholic Church in Newfoundland. He spent 26

summers working with the Montagnais and Naskaupi In-
dians in North West River and Davis Inlet. Known to
them as Father Whitehead because of his white hair, he
was probably the first person to film the lives of the
Labrador Indians, showing extraordinary skill as a film-
maker. MUN Extension Service made a film on Msgr.
O'Brien when he was 94.
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politics and publishing

In 1828, the first newspaper in Conception Bay, The
Hadzour Grace and Carbonear Weekly Journal, started
was a risky ion at the best
o{ times. For example, Henry Winton, editor of the St.
John's Public Ledger, was very unpopular among both
Roman Catholics and fishermen in the area and was at-
tacked by a group of men in Carbonear who cut off his
ears. The act led to Winton’s arguing for even more
strenuous measures against Roman Catholics.
Conception Bay was the most populous of the nine dis-
tricts set up for the first Newfoundland election in
1832—the area could elect four members compared to
three for St. John's. This was increased to five Concep-
tion Bay North seats in the 1855 House of Assembly. Ri-

Water Street looking west past the post office. c. 1945.
(Photo: Fred Murphy)

Fire on Crowdy St., 1945. Unfortunately, little could be
done. The hoses are fiat from lack of water. (Photo: Fred
Murphy)
ots remained an unwelcome feature of the area. An 1840
byelection in Carbonear led to a bloody riot, nullifica-
tion of the election, dissolution of the Legislature and sus-
pension of the constitution. In 1861 and 1862 troops had
to be sent from the St. John's garrison to restore order.
Another weekly newspaper, The Carbonear Herald and
Outport Telephone, was founded by John A. Rochfort in
1879 and published by E.J. Brennan after 1880. It became
The Carbonear Herald and Railroad Journal in March
1882 and ceased publishing the following August. In Janu-
ary 1883, the weekly Carbonear Star and Conception Bay
Journal was started by D.E. Gilmour who advocated
more local government in the Conception Bay area.
Today The Compass, the regional newspaper, published
by Robinson-Blackmore, has its office at Carbonear.

commerce

In the 1800s, Carbonear was a very important centre
of fishing, sealing, shipbuilding and trade. In 1833, 56 ves-
sels were involved in the inshore and Labrador fisher-
ies, exporting 96,835 quintals of fish,

Carbonear schooners could be found all around the At-
lantic Ocean, as the ship’s log of the brig Providence
reported. In January 1837, Captain Frank Taylor and his
crew left Carbonear for Oporto, Portugal, with a cargo
of dried codfish. As the skipper planned to go sealing on
his return he had a crew of 22 together with guns and
sealing outfits. A French man-of-war on the lookout for
a pirate ship boarded the Providence. Convinced he had
captured the pirates, the French commander set sail for
Bordeaux. Eventually, the French authorities were per-
suaded they had made a mistake and the Providence con-
tinued to Oporto to unload its cargo of fish, pick up some
salt and set sail for Labrador. Fortunately, a late spring
enabled the crew to land 5,000 seals. Large numbers of
fishermen continued to fish the Labrador in the 1840s and
1850s when over 100 people went each year from Car-
bonear to Red Bay.

Many of the early businesses were English in origin,
’“lelngﬁsthpamnndM:galAs!heﬁsbery
Pprospered so did commerce and industry, and Car-
bmearspomuauonhadnunwmrmby!heearly

1800s. Transportation was by boat until the 1830s. The first

road on the peninsula was built from Spaniard’s Bay to
New Harbour and a second was built from Carbonear
to Heart's Content. These roads were designed to reduce
the time taken to transport goods previously carried
around Baccalieu Island by boat. By the 1850s a series
of passable carriage routes skirted the shores of Concep-
tion Bay from Topsail to Carbonear. Other innovations
also appeared at this time: Frederick Newton Gisborne
arrived in Newfoundland in 1851 to operate the Newfound-
land Electric Company, and the first Newfoundland tel-
egram was transmitted between St. John's and
Carbonear on March 6, 1852.

In 1853 there were 13 traders and suppliers in residence,
the largest being the firms of Pack, Gosse and Fryer, and
John Rorke and Sons. John Rorke purchased the
mnesnﬂheEnghshfumSlade, Elson and Compa-
ny, and established his business besnde that of Pack,
Gosse

The firm’s most famous vessel was the 107-ft. brig Tho-
mas Ridley built by Michael Kearney in Carbonear in
1852. The brig made many visits to the seal hunt under
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the command of Captains William Taylor, Hugh E. Hor-
wood and John Horwood. Captain Hugh Horwood had
earlier commanded the Isobel, built by the Newhooks
in Catalina as a brigantine and based in Carbonear. Los-
ing her mast in a March storm, the Isobel was re-rigged
as a brig by the Newhooks, and a brig she remained until
she was crushed in the ice off Cape St. Francis in 1869.
The last square-rigged vessel built in Carbonear was the
Shamrock in 1885.

Thomas Oates and Son was involved in the business
of fishery supplies. Their 1853-57 ledgers show a variety
of food and clothing iterns purchased by fishermen, but
the most frequent entries refer to rum which was sup-
plied in quantities from a pint to three gallons.

By 1857, Carbonear had 18 merchants and traders, and
54 vessels employed 2,388 in the offshore fisheries. Land-
ed were 111,700 quintals of cod plus some salmon and her-
ring, but only 16,440 seals, compared to 102,728 for
Harbour Grace. The community also had a boot and shoe
factory—the only one in the area. Herring seines were
numerous, and the 16,044 barrels of herring landed in 1868
were the highest outside the French Shore.

In the late 1800s some of the original English mer-
chants left, including Pack, Gosse and Fryer whose
premises were taken over by Robert Moore and John
Pearce. Another prominent local company was William
Duff and Sons Limited. William Duff, a young Scot who
had arrived at Harbour Grace and worked as a clerk for
Patterson ard Foster, opened a business in Carbonear
with a Mr. Balmar who soon left. The company owned
a large number of fishing and trading vessels. Next door
on Water Street was Joseph Udell's general grocery,
hardware and fishing supplies store. Tucker and Came-
ron also operated a general store on the north side of
Water Street. Cameron operated another store on the
southside which Duncan Cameron used later for Car-
bonear’s only undertaking business, an enterprise previ-
ously undertaken by Fred Guy and his father James Guy
before him.

By 1878 the railway reached as far as Harbour Grace
Junction. This was a peak time of commercial activity
when John Rorke had 21 vessels, John and Robert Mad-
dock 14, William Duff 11, the Udells 9, Benjamin Gould
5, Edgar Josiah and Alfred Penney 3, John Pearce 2 and
William Penney 2. John Rorke built many of his vessels
in Carbonear, the first being the 121-ton Mary in 1876, and
the community was well-known for its ships which in-
cluded some of the largest built in Newfoundland. As tim-
ber became scarce, the shl.phudders moved away rrom
Cai ;, but the traditi

W. G. Garland Ltd., fish barrel and berry box manufacturers,
c. 1950. (Photo: Fred Murphy)

In 1884, the number of merchants in Carbonear had
risen to 32 and there were 33 clerks, with 5 farmers cul-
tivating 421 acres of land and 540 in the fishery. A total
of 57 fishing and trading vessels employed 325 men, and
all but one of these vessels went to the Labrador with

Water Street looking East today.
1,168 men, 592 women and 407 children aboard. A total
of 556 boats, 683 nets and seines and 73 traps were used

in the inshore fishery. Total landings of cod, oil, salmon,
herring and caplin in Carbonear and Crocker’s Cove

in the three local furniture faclones

The Rorke Building on Water Street.

to a value of $28,676. The railway line was com-
pleted to Harbour Grace by November 1884, the last spike
bemghvmby?nmeGeorge(hterKlngGewgeV)
and a regular service was maintained.
Carbonear’s 1891 population stood at 4,200 with 700
more residents in Crocker’s Cove, and it remained
for the next 20 years. In 1898, Carbonear had a court-
house, post office, telegraph office, 31 shops and stores,
3 churches, several schools, and steamship connections.
The railway station was built in 1898 in anticipation of
an expansion of service. By 1903, the number of stores
had increased to 40, and McAlpine's Directory considered
Carbonear important enough to list it separately in its
dland section. C: lacked a bank, but it
did boast 5 bl 4 sh k 2 7
coopers, 2 chemists, 6 fish merchants, 13 general mer-
chants, 20 grocers, 4 guest houses, 3 hardware stores, 3
lumber dealers, 2 tailors, 3 milliners, 3 doctors, 1 restaur-
ant, 2 sailmakers, 19 shipowners and a tinsmith. The old
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St. James's Anglican Church, Carbonear.

post office was destroyed in a tragic fire the next year,
and a new structure replaced it in 1905.

Some of the businesses listed for Water Street in 1908
were Anglo- i Co. Ltd., T.C.

(dry goods, groceries and GJ.
(chemist), Dr. Albert Boyle, W.H. Butt (druggist), Car-

Ltd., Miss B.M. Fox (restaurant and groceries), Goff
Brothers (custom tailors), James P. Guy (carpenter and
), Hogan and meat
deahn) Charles McCarthy (cooper and grocer), J. and
lumber, and fish sup-
pﬂn). John Marks (blacksmith), James Moore (general
dealér), E. Penn(e)y and Sons (general and fish mer-
chants), John Rorke and Sons (general and fish mer-
chants), Saunders and Howell (lumber dealers), Tucker
and Cameron, Joseph Udell and Sons, and United Towns
Elcdﬂal(wmpawmmthH&ms as
manager.
McCarthy's Hotel, run by Mrs. C. McCarthy, was a
very busy place at this time. In addition, Joseph Col-
bourne was a cabinet maker on Bemister's Hill, Augustu

road, Stephen Brien operated a livery stable, and the
president of the Carbonear Water Company, Josiah H.

Penny, was a planter on Harbour Rock Hill

Directory were: Pike (33), Muylu;(:l). Marshall (15),
Penny (15), Forward (11), Sweeney (11), Rowe (10), Butt
(7, Earle (1), Squibb (7), and Ash (6).

Gates at the entrance to the old stone Rorke Building.

J.P. Powell started the United Towns Electric Compa-
ny in 1902 to provide electric service to Heart’s Content,
Harbour Grace and Carbonear. This was the first elec-
tric service outside St. John’s, and the company later ex-
tended its service to all the large communities on the
Avalon Peninsula. The first hydroelectric plant was
built at nearby Victoria in 1904 and a second unit was
added in 1906. Powell also planted the large shade trees
lining Water Street East, the residential area of the old
town. The Avalon Telephone Company was another
Powell venture with the first buﬂdmg construcled in 1919,

A 1929 fire this and adjoi soﬂ:e
new was built with
walls.

J.P. Powell was also very active in railway expansion
in the area. The Reid Newfoundland Company Limited
agreed in 1909 to build a line from Carbonear to Bay de
Verde—a distance of 48 miles, and it was completed in
1915. Powell also started one of Carbonear’s better-known

Philip ders and Howell had a
small contracting business in Carbonear, buying local
lumber and making windows, doors and other items. In
May 1908, J.P. Powell, Alfred Penney and A.E. Penney
of E. Penney and Sons absorbed the company and re-
tained the Saunders and Howell name. The first store was
set up at the rear of the Penney property. The first con-
tracts completed were a house for James Rorke and a
new school for the Church of England School Board.
Frank Pike joined his uncle’s firm before its incorpora-
tion in 1912 and was manager when the firm expanded
into central Newfoundland.

William and John Moores had been supplementing
their fishing activities in Freshwater by buying and sell-
ing fish to other dealers. In 1917, W. and J. Moores Limited

d the premises of William ister in Carbonear
from Joseph "Udell and expanded into the export mar-
ket. In 1929, the firm, which now included William’s four
sons, Silas, Graham, John and William, also bought the
former premises of William Duff and Sons from John
Duff. The company operated a fleet of banking
schooners.

The kind of danger sailors could expect is shown in the
story of the iron barque Cordelia, under the command
of Captain Hayward Taylor of Carbonear, which was
returning from England with a load of coal ballast in the
early 1900s. When the coal shifted the captain took swift
action as Andrew Horwood writes in Some Ships and
Some Men:

The captain called the men and said: “Boys, we
can save the Cordelia and our lives if you are all
willing to work. All hands below with shovels ex-
cept for the cook and me. I'll look after the deck
and the cook will see that we are fed. Get down
there and shovel that coal back.” It took eighteen
hours to do it but not a man slacked his hand nor
did Hayward Taylor leave the wheel. The Corde-
lia arrived in St. John's safely.

The plight of the crew of the Little Georgiana owned
by W. & J. Moores was even more acute. Ordered to aban-
don their vessel by a German submarine, Captain Seph
Osmond and his crew rowed their 14-ft. lifeboat 580 miles
east to Madeira. The mate, Bill Pilgrim, received head-
lines in New York on the way home when he ed
“I hope the kelp is growing out of that fellow’s ears’".

Carbonear’s emerging importance as a service centre
is shown by the 1921 residency of 7 clergy, 34 teachers,
65 clerks, 15 government employees, and 311 jobs outside
the primary industries. There were 14 vessels fishing the
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Labrador with crews of 184 men, together with 52 wom-
en and 42 children. The number of inshore boats had
declined to 55, although the total value of the fishery in
1920 was $99,818.

It was reported that on October 6, 1932, a body of men
from Victoria, Salmon Cove, Perry's Cove and other com-
munities marched on Carbonear, where they were Jjoined
by the local . They d ded an
in the dole ration. Rgce:vmg no satisfaction, they blocked
the railway track, but more trouble was averted when
John Rorke on his own initiative gave out rations from
his store.

In 1935, the fishery was still the most important sec-
tor of Carbonear’s economy, followed by service, trade,
agriculture, construction, transportation and manufac-
umm'l‘berewem 10 factories and 26 businesses, includ-
ing a sawmill and a furniture factory producing goods
valued at $35,000. Saunders and Howell's plant
burned down in May 1931. The Compass, in its May 23,
1985, column *“This week in history”', related the follow-
ing item from May 22, 1931:

Early Wednesday morning a fire started in the
boiler room of the Saunders and Howell wood-

working plant at Carbonear, and before it was sub-
dued 15 buildings with most of their contents were
destroyed, involving a loss of over $500,000... Wind
carried the flames to W. and J. Moores premises
(formerly Duff and Sons) and thence to Hopkins'
Boot and Shoe Factory, Leonard Ash’s store, J. and
J. Maddock's premises and several other stores.

W. and J. Moores Limited expanded to take part in the
Labrador fishery and operate rooms on Venison Islands.
The company purchased two bankers—the Cathelia and
Agnes B. Ryan in the 1940s and had three other vessels
to carry salt and to export fish to Spain. The company
also owned the Labrador supply ship O.K. Service and
the Bell Island ferry Lincoln which was sunk by an over-
zealous Canadian navy ship in World War II.

Earle Freighting Service Limited was set up by A.M.
Earle who used his trading vessels to supply the
Labrador fishery. One son, Guy, became the youngest
man in Newfoundland to hold a master’s ticket at the age
of 18, and he joined the business when it was incorpo-
rated in 1942. He opened a fishermen’s supply store on
the old Maddock property. His younger brother, Fred, be-
came a partner and took care of the expansion to Battle
Harbour and Change Islands. They bought the S.S. Kyle
for sealing in 1961, and started a fresh fish filleting plant

mhmmmmﬂmmm

Carbonear Station
h&.-lomnlnluldly Plans are underway to turn the
building Into

and exported salt cod. In 1972 the Earle plant employed
100 full—ume staff and 400 during the peak season,
i rose to 600.

Silas Moores left W. and J. Moores to establish a frozen
fish business at Harbour Grace, and Graham Moores ac-
quired the company and constructed a department store
in Carbonear, the business later passing to his son Gra-
ham Jr. A small fishplant employing 20-30 people was
operatmgm'.helm In 1972 there were two lumber

Garland’s by Island
Pond Brook with 25 employees, and a wholesale dis-
tributor, M.A. Powell Limited, with 60-65 people in the
business on Rocky Lane.

=¥ - =
Salvation Army Citadel, Carbonear.

In 1953 Carbonear Tanneries, William Dorn Ltd.,
opened. It was part of the Smallwood administration’s
industrial plan based on European skill and machinery.
The tannery processed local cowhide but the leather was
suitable only for the upper part of shoes. Hides were im-
ported from the mainland, but, although excellent leather
was produced, the tannery eould not compete with main-
land tanneries closer to markets and it stopped produc-
tion in 1957. The Atlantic Glove factory opened in 1954
to craft fashion gloves but it, too, failed by 1957 because
high fashion gloves were no longer in demand.

Some old buildings in Carbonear built in the 1930s and
1940s reflect building styles of the time. They include
Rorke Fish and Coal’s *'Lower Room"’ built around 1935
with a false front facad: then. C: 's first
cinema, the Bond Theatre, demonstrates local ingenui-
ty. Like four other theatres in Newfoundland, it was built
in 1948 from wood salvaged from an unused internment
camp in nearby Victoria.
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the modern community

A second period of growth had followed soon after Con-
federation when people from neigtiboring communities
mcreased the population of Carbonear to 4,584 by 1966
and 4,673 in 1971

Carbonear became a distribution and service centre
for the adjacent areas of Conception and Trinity Bays
by 1970, with most employment related to the distribu-
tion of goods and services. The first shopping centre was
built in 1966 when some of the older businesses had be-
come retail and department stores. A larger shopping
centre, the Trinity-Conception Mall, was completed in
1978.

The older part of town was built on a steep hillside with
short streets leading up from the main street. The fish-
plants and shops were along the waterfront with houses,
schools and public buildings behind. The Evening Tele-
gram, April 24, 1986, reported that a plaque was to be
placed on the Rorke Building built around 1840 and known
as The Stone Jug. Another building located on the form-
er Peach'’s farm, now Soper’s farm, was to be designat-
ed a heritage structure.

Recent developments have been around Island Pond

—

Old home in N Clrbomlr

Carbonear: The two large, wooden buildings are Rorke's
fish stores.

Brook, including the new shopping centre, a lumber firm
and vocational school. The new Carbonear Integrated
Collegiate opened in 1985, replacing James Moore Cen-
tral High School.

The library is the largest in the area, and a new Region-
al Hospital in Carbonear South was officially opened on
September 13, 1976, to replace the 55-bed hospital at the
east end of Water Street, which became the Inter-Faith
nursing home. In 1980, Carbonear had its own radio sta-
tion when CHVO came on air from its studios on Saddle
Hill.

The 1981 census listed a population of 5,335 in 1,400
households, of whom 2,360 were United Church, 1,315 Ro-
man Catholic, 1,020 Anglican, and 465 other Protestant
denominations. On September 20, 1984, a century of rail
passenger service came to an end when three passen-
ger coaches pulled out of the Carbonear station for the
last time.
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the community today

businesses

Maintaining a Carbonear tradition

The Udell family has been in
business since the 1800s. Dorothy
and Mary Udell are continuing
the tradition. Their downtown la-
dies’ wear store is the only Car-
bonear business left from that
time, and they have done their
best to maintain the physical ap-
pearance and service of the store
started by Joseph Udell.

‘“‘He had a fishing and trading
business back then, and used to
go to Bradore on the French
shore,” Mary, 65, tells us. ‘“He
even owned an island there where
the 100 men went each summer.
I never saw my grandfather or
the island, but my father and un-
cle continued to go there even af-
ter they retired from the
Labrador business. My father,
John, always said he went for a
lifetime because he started as
such a young boy. My brother
Joseph Alec stood on Udell’s Is-
land the summer before he died
four years ago. It was something
he always wanted to do.”

Mary and her younger sister
Dorothy, 63, always knew the
Udell store would be theirs one
day. Their three aunts had run the
business while the men were up
in Labrador.

“Grandfather Udell built this
store 100 years ago, and we've
tried to keep everything pretty
much as it was,” Mary comments
as we note the narrow wooden
doors and the long counter.
There's an air of old-world charm
about the place although the
fashions are as up-to-date as any
department store.

“It’s cost a lot to maintain the
building, but people like it this
way. The plate glass windows
were brought in on one of Grand-
father’s schooners, which an-
chored off from our wharf. Even

the safe is 100 years old.”

The two sisters have been run-
ning the business for 40 years
now. The only major change they
made was taking the centre par-
tition down from the days when
John and his brother were run-
ning the general dry goods store
on one side while a sister was run-
ning a ladies’ wear store on the
other. Their brother, William,
built a new store next door but
had to retire last October because
of ill health. Even their staff have
been with them for a long time—
Beryl Clarke for 17 years, Mary
Parsons for 15 years and Daphne
Mercer for 11 years.

““The first store was a general

Dorothy and Mary Udell when they took over the business 40 years ago.

store, but this was the first cloth-
ing store,” Mary Udell explains.
“‘Someone asked the other day
when we were going to retire,
which is something I never think
of. I told him we’ll go when we’re
called. I wouldn’t win a Nobel
prize for cooking, but we might
get one for running the business
so long and surprising everyone.
Everyone said we’d have to close
up when the Ayre’s mall opened
20 years ago, but I wished Stuart
Ayre all the best in the world for
his business and told him he
came 20 years too late.”

‘“‘We like this store. It’s not just
the thought of leaving the store it-
self,” explains Dorothy who has
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just joined us. “Most of the girls
we went to school with have left
and we don’t see as many fashion
salesmen as we used to, but we
still have people dropping by and
seeing us. We have the connec-
tions we developed over the years.
A salesman recently dropped
by—we were among the first
stores he did business with. It put
us on CBC-TV’s “The Journal”.”

Dorothy and Mary can remem-
ber the days of the schooners
although most of them were gone
before they were born. The Mad-
docks were close relatives and
they had very large vessels in the
late 1800s, but the Udells were im-
portant shipowners, too.

“Our most famous vessel was
the Albert Moulton, which was
very well-known around Concep-
tion Bay, but we also had the Tel-
egram, Invermay, Jessie, Nellie,
and Maggie U, Mary recalls.
“We sold our last vessel, the Ellen
and Mary, toW. and J. Moores. It
was bought as a fishing and trad-
ing vessel for my oldest brother
Graham—he was the first grand-

Mary and Dorothy Udell

child of Joseph Udell. When he
went out on the ice at Fish and
Chips Harbour in Labrador and
never returned, Joseph Alec
decided he didn’t want to keep
her.”

“We have water in our blood,”
Dorothy admits. “‘Father had a
boat built of hardwood for us at

Harbour Grace. We’d love going

across the harbor with the 5 h.p:
motor chugging away—all our
friends had bikes but we had our
boat.”

Stuart Ayre referred to the “D.
and M. competition”” when he ar-
rived 20 years ago. The Ayre's
store is gone now, but the “D. and
M.” remains. l‘

From Rorke to Ropar

Richard (Rick) Rorke is one in
a long line of Rorkes who have
been in business in Carbonear. It
all started with John Rorke who
as a young man came to Adam’s
Cove from Athlone, Ireland on
June 9, 1807. He first joined the
fishing supply company of E.F.
Bennett and Company in St.
John’s. By 1835, he was catching
and buying fish at Adam’s Cove
before purchasing the premises
of Slade, Elson and Company in
Carbonear in 1838. His company
had fishing rooms at St. Francis
Harbour and Venison Island,
Labrador.

The Rorke business was a fea-
ture of Carbonear’s downtown for
140 years, and Rick joined the fa-
mily business in 1957.

“We were one of the local
department stores before the
mall came here,”’ he tells us.
“Udell’s is the oldest business
here, but some of the older build-

ings are still standing on Water
Street. We were general mer-
chants selling furniture, appli-
ances, hardware and dry goods as
well as ladies’ wear. To a certain
extent, the opening of the mall in-
fluenced our decision to close up,

chard Rorke

but there were health and per-
sonal reasons as well. The new
mall brought in a lot of business
and jobs, but now Bay Roberts is
getting some of that business.”

John Rorke and Sons was no
more, but Rick didn’t leave the
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business world. He went to work
for Parker and Monroe as the
manager of their store at the mall
until they wanted to close down.

“I kept it open on March 1, 1982,
as Ropar,” Rick explains.
““There’s a good mix of national
companies here, and I guess
we’re the only local business in
the mall. I enjoy the business—
it’s lots of fun, but lots of hassles
and headaches, too.”

Rick is not keen on the idea of
going beyond the policy of open-
ing late on Thursdays and
Fridays.

“I don’t want Sunday
opening—that’s when I'll get
out,” he tells us with a grin. “This
time of year there wouldn’t be the
business to justify it anyway. Be-
fore the mall, businessmen would
get together to decide whether to
stay open. Now, in that sense,
you're not your own master any-
more because you're not allowed
to close while the mall’s open—
it’s all written in the lease. We
don’t look forward to the Christ-
mas rush, but nobody minds
opening when you're making
money. If you're not, it's like be-
ing in reverse.”

Ropar carries all kinds of fami-
ly footwear, but Rick finds it hard
to convince people to buy

Canadian.

“It’s difficult to get Canadian-
made footwear that’s competitive
with imports,”” he admits, “‘but if
you want quality you have to look
at Canadian footwear. People
want a boot to suit all occasions,
which is next to impossible. If you
want water resistance you have to
go to a rubber product, unless
you're prepared to take constant
care of leather. While there’re a
lot of new waterproof leathers
coming out, they're expensive.”

Even though the Rorke name is
no longer displayed on Car-
bonear’s Water Street, it's still a

well-known one. Rick and Pat’s
daughter Diane is a familiar
voice on VOCM in St. John's. Di-
ane took a summer job at CHVO
and liked it enough to stay on for
a year before transferring to
VOCM. Their eldest son, Rick, is
working with Newfoundland Tel-
ephone, Stuart is in Grade 12, and
their youngest daughter, Lorna, is
in Grade 8.

“That’s a well-planned
family—boy, girl, boy, girl—so
well-planned, in fact, the boys
have the same birthday nine
years apart,” Rick states with a
trademark smile on his face. [{§

Earle’s

The name of Fred Earle is syn-
onymous with Carbonear. The
cream-colored office buildings of
Earle Freighting Services and
Earle Brothers Fisheries are
prominent on the south side of
Water Street. Behind them, oc-
cupying the town's only private
wharf, are Earle’s fish plants
while on the south side of the har-
bor is Earle Proteins Ltd., a
reduction plant that turns fish
offal into meal. Fred Earle, 62, is
president of all three companies
but he doesn’t go much by titles.

““A title doesn’t put bread on
my table’” says Fred, a large,

, Do-nonsense, man who ad-
mits to being a little bashful
about interviews. As the town’s

largest private sector employer
he has more pressing things to do
than talk about himself, but he | plains Fred. *‘He and my brother

accommodates us.

‘“My father started the business
and incorporated in 1942, ex-

Guy worked together—shipping,
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and fishing. They had a number
of small boats trading between
the mainland and the Caribbean,
exporting saltfish and picking up
cargo wherever they could, food-
stuffs from the mainland—we
couldn’t go by roads then.”

As a young man Fred initially
went to Memorial University for
pre-med training, but the war
was on and a year later he enlist-
ed in the Canadian Air Force and
became an air-frame mechanic
stationed at Winnipeg. At war’s
end he joined the family business
in October 1945.

“My father fished up and down
the coast. We had a place in
Labrador, Battle Harbour, one of
the oldest places in Labrador. It
was in operation in the 1700s and
some of the beams were cut un-
der George III. Then we had
Frenchman’s Harbour and Fox
Harbour. At one time a lot of
crews went down there. To tell the
truth, I forget the exact numbers,
but it was hundreds.”

The annual migration to the
summer fishery was an exercise
in logistics. Salt, food, and crews
had to be moved to Labrador in
ships and coastal schooners.

“You supplied the crews and
they in turn would sell you their
fish. If a year was bad you'd hope
the next year would be better. I
really enjoyed it. Something
grabbed you at Labrador: no
phones, no TV, and the people
seemed friendlier. We salted cod,
pickled herrings, and we sold
salmon fresh, iced it and shipped
it out to Nova Scotia or Boston.
The thing was to get the salmon
into the U.S. on the 4th of July for
their national holiday. There was
a lot of salmon around in those
days. Later, people found the At-
lantic salmon wintered around
Greenland and they dragged
them.”

Fred and his brother Guy, with
their freighting company and
their fish company dealing in
fresh fish, saltfish, and seals, was
probably the first completely in-
tegrated fishing company in New-
foundland. They were at the seal
fishery until it was killed off in the
1980s. Guy was also a ship’s
master and in 1959 they bought

Earle’s fish plants and wharf.

from the Reid Newfoundland
Company the S.S. Kyle whose spe-
cially strengthened hull made her
ideal for Labrador and the seal
hunt. Built m England in 1913,
many Newft ders have

“All the old things that are
kicking around, 1 pick up and
hang on to,” he says.

The business is a mixture of old
and new. Outside the window a
iner truck backs down the

fond memories of the Kyle. The
late Monsignor O’Brien of Car-
bonear was the first person to
show the Labrador Indians mo-
tion pictures of themselves on the
Kyle. But around 1967, laden with
seals, she was crushed by ice in
the Strait of Belle Isle and so she
returned and anchored at Car-
bonear. Later a violent storm
came on during the night and the
Kyle broke her moorings to be
driven ashore at Riverhead
where she rests now.

““We filled her full of water and
settled her on the mud so she
wouldn’t drift around the harbor
and cause damage to other peo-
ple’s property,” says Fred. “Then
we sold her to a scrap dealer.
She’s been there ever since.”

A small, square, wooden table
with turned legs stands in Fred’s
office, a memento from the Kyle.
It competes for attention with
model boats, stuffed birds and
animals, old paintings and faded
prints that line Fred’s office.

ramp to take saltfish to St. John’s.
The main office looks as though
it has changed little in 20 years
and some of the staff have been
there longer, yet a new computer
sits in the middle spewing out
endless sheets of figures.

“‘We operate more on the old
style than the modern,” says
Fred who is a little skeptical of
computers. At one time he car-
ried most of the business in his
head. But Earle’s is not standing
still. Fred’s youngest son, Fred,
26, is entering the business and
Fred Sr. admits they have plans
yet for the company. With 85 on
the payroll at present and as
many as 600 in the summer
months, Earle’s remains one of
the few generators of new cash in
the economy and their commit-
ment to the fishery remains un-
changed.

“That’s the way the company
was, and is. We haven’t changed
it,”” he concludes.

Beaton Sheppard

St. John's, Newfoundlund
Canada A1C 5X8

(709) 753-7132
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The name George William Butt
refers to two people in Carbonear,
but both father and son are syn-
onymous with hard work and the
family business, GW. Butt and
Son Limited.

George Sr., 69, was born in Car-
bonear in 1917 and began the an-
nual summer fishing trips with
his family to Square Islands,
Labrador, when he was only four
months old. Their ship was the
Rorke’s old schooner The Pet. He
went to the Labrador for 24 years,
fitting in what education he could
during the winter and spring
months in Carbonear.

In April 1942, like many others,
George went to work at the U.S.
naval base at Argentia where he
learned the basics of the plumb-
ing and heating trades. The train-
ing paid off when he returned to
Carbonear in 1969 and started a

Sharing a name and a business

Geot

plumbing and contracting busi-
ness, using his garage as a ware-
house for supplies. His son,
George Jr, helped out after
school and on weekends. This was

The Right Place!

s

rge William Butt, Jr.

The Right Price!

Best Western Travellers Inn located in the heart of St. John's
busiest commercial district features clean, comfortable, affor-

dable accommodations, — fine dining at Mrs. T's dining
room and Mr. T's, casual relaxing lounge. All of this
presented with The Travellers **Old Fashioned Hospitali-
ty’” makes the Travellers Inn the Travellers Choice. If you're
a regular visitor to St. John’s then ask us about the V.LT.
program and how you can get all it’s benefits with one night

free for every ten you stay with us.
92 BEAU UL ROOMS MRS. T'S DINING ROOM
ETING FACILITIES MR. T'S LOUNGE

199 KENMOUNT ROAD
ST. JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND A1B 3P9
PHONE (709) 722-5540 TELEX 016-4730

TOLL FREE RESERVATIONS 1-800-528-1234

the start of GW. Butt and Son
Ltd..

On the day we visit Butt’s
Plumbing and Heating shop on
High Road South, George Sr. is
visiting friends, but George Jr,
34, is happy to tell us about the
business.

““I was still in high school when
Skipper started the business in
1969,” George recalls, “‘but I went
to the Trades School here in Car-
bonear and then to St. John's six
weeks each summer for three
years to get my training.”

George Sr. opened the first shop
in a former meat store in 1974,
and built the present shop soon
afterwards. There was enough
business to double its size in 1979.
Business is a little slower now.

“It’s been slow the last two
years—mostly maintenance,”
George comments, ‘‘and we have
most of our plumbing and heating
work from April to fall when the
sheet metal picks up. We own
Avalon Sheet Metal, which we
bought as Cotter’s Sheet Metal in
1983. We do stovepipes, baiters for
the fishermen—it's very seasonal
business from September to De-
cember when people are getting
their wood stoves ready.”

George Sr. is still an important
partner although he doesn’t go
out on jobs anymore, and the bus-
iness remains very much a fami-
ly venture. His wife Violet is at
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the counter, and son-in-law,
Clayton Bradbury, also works at
the store.

“My wife Karen is pretty well
occupied with the two children
who are 8 and 2,” George Jr. tells
us. “Brian might be interested in
the business when he’s a little
older—he likes coming in here.

“I’'m on the town council and in
the Lions Club so I don’t have
much time for anything else,”” Ge-
orge laughs when we ask if he has
any interests outside the busi-
ness. “‘I got married 14 years ago
and joined the Lion’s Club the

next month. I was down at the
Lion’s Club five nights this week,
and the council has meetings ev-
ery second week and extra ones
now and again. It'’s my second
term on the council.”

The next two years are likely to
be busy ones for George, especial-
ly from a council and Lion’s Club
point of view.

““We have a special Lion’s Club
committee for the Come Home
Year in 1988, and there’s the Sta-
tioners’ Festival on the May 24th
weekend,” he mentions. “‘Lloyd
Rossiter’s the chairman—he went

to the Labrador as a stationer
years ago. There are all kinds of
crafts tables and food to buy. We
want to make the older people an
important part of it and get the
younger residents interested.”
If you want to learn about life
on the Labrador, the Stationers’
Festival is the place to be. No
doubt, you’ll find George William
Butt Sr. there, along with his
brother Hayward who made his
first visit to Square Islands at the
ripe old age of two months.

Welcome back, Bob Moore!

Bob Moore was born in Crock-
er’s Cove in 1942, He doesn’t know
why, but, when he graduated
from high school in 1958, he had
one ambition—to save enough
money to go into business for him-
self. Bob knew it would take time,
but he never lost sight of his goal.

“I started with the Bank of
Nova Scotia straight from school
because the business people who
came into the bank fascinated
me,” Bob tells us when we join
him in his office. “‘I thought one
day I might be a bank manager,
but it was the business bug that
bit me.”

A two-year stay with the local
bank was followed by several
years in Wabush where he took
several jobs at a time to hasten
the day he could start his busi-
ness. Eventually he had saved
enough money in 1963 to buy For-
ward’s grocery store in Car-
bonear, which his parents ran for
him as R.L. (Bob) Moore

“My time with the bank had
taught me I needed money to run
it, so I went back to Wabush,” Bob
explains. ‘“There was nothing to
spend your money on up there,
and you were working from 12-18
hours a day seven days a week. I
took anything I could to earn ex-
tra money and return home,
which I did in 1968 with enough
money to buy the Finn premises
on Water Street.”

—

This wholesale-retail clothing
store was expanded in 1973 to in-
clude the adjoining building, and
is now known as Kaplan’s. A se-
cond business, Upstein’s, indi-
cates Bob’s favorite TV show of
the time.

“I started off in wholesale
clothing and retail groceries, and
expanded that into Value Plus
and then Kaplan’s, which is a fa-
mily clothing store,”” Bob ex-
plains. “We started Upsteins in
1979 when the Trinity-Conception
Square opened. I meant to name
it after the popular character, Ep-
stein, in the TV show ‘Welcome
Back, Kotter’ but I couldn’t
remember the name, and the le-

gal papers and the sign were all

drawn up by the time I realized
I had it written wrong.”

The new mall across the street
draws people from all over
Trinity-Conception and even St.
John’s, and Upstein’s draws them
from the mall.

““The downtown Kaplan’s store
is more of a mid- to low-price
store, while Upstein’s is mid- to
higher price,”” Bob says. ‘“We get
some shoppers at both stores, but
most of our downtown shoppers
are from Carbonear and down the
shore, and shoppers here are
from Carbonear and up the bay.
1 like competition and I find you
do a better business among other
businesses—it helps with pro-
motion.”
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The name George William Butt
refers to two people in Carbonear,
but both father and son are syn-
onymous with hard work and the
family business, GW. Butt and
Son Limited.

George Sr, 69, was born in Car-
bonear in 1917 and began the an-
nual summer fishing trips with
his family to Square Islands,
Labrador, when he was only four
months old. Their ship was the
Rorke's old schooner The Pet. He
went to the Labrador for 24 years,
fitting in what education he could
during the winter and spring
months in Carbonear.

In April 1942, like many others,
George went to work at the US.
naval base at Argentia where he
learned the basics of the plumb-
ing and heating trades. The train-
ing paid off when he returned to
Carbonear in 1969 and started a

Sharing a name and a business

George

plumbing and contracting busi-
ness, using his garage as a ware-
house for supplies. His son,
George Jr., helped out after
school and on weekends. This was
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