


The Webster’s dream house took 26,000 board-feet
of lumber, 13,146 hours and their entire savings to build.
It took one match to destroy.

Remember, only you can prevent forest fires.

Something to think about from the
Newfoundland Forest Protection Association
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from the editor

In the process of putting Decks Awash together,
we depend on many people. Not the least of whom
are those private citizens who provide us with in-
formation, contacts and photographs. We have a
strict policy of acknowledging and giving credit
to those who help us. Without such help we would
find it impossible to uncover needed sources of in-
formation.

Sometimes, no matter how careful we are, we
make mistakes. In the last issue featuring a spe-
cial section on Carbonear, we attributed photos in-
correctly. The photos are: Old Roman Catholic
convent at Carbonear (p. 5), Old United Church,
Carbonear c. 1950 and West end of Water Street c.
1940 (p. 6), Water Street looking west past the post
office c. 1945 and Fire on Crowdy St., 1945 (p. 7),
and WG. Garland Ltd., fish and box
manufacturers c. 1950 (p. 8). The photos are the
property of Cyril Bishop of Carbonear. Mr. Bishop,

now retired, had been a professional photographer,
starting in 1933. His father, Edward I. Blshop, a
photographer at Grand Falls (1908-49), won a prize
for photos of Charles Lindberg taken at Botwood
August 1933. The photos were carried by the New
York Times, the London Daily Mail and the Toron-
to Star. When we contacted Mr. Bishop, he gra-
ciously accepted our apology and even offered to
let us use any of his photographs in the future. Also,
on page 44 of the same issue, the photograph on
Marni Cryderman’s business card is Mr. Bishop's.
Had we known about his photos in advance we like-
ly could have had even more interesting shots.
If any of you have photos, letters, or information
on areas of Newfoundland and would lend them to
us, we would appreciate your getting in touch with
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history

Peter's River

This small community at the western end of Holyrood
Bay is little more than a kilometre long and nestles snug-
ly between the mouth of a river and the foot of high cliffs.
The origins of the name Peter’s River are ambiguous for
it appears to come from the French Pierre, which does
indeed mean Peter but also means rock. So while Peter’s
River is an acceptable translation, so is Rocky River.
‘Which is the correct interpretation is not known.

Peter's River appears in the 1836 census, lumped
together with St. Shotts and Holyrood. But given there
were only 42 people in 7 houses for all three places, it
seems unlikely that more than one or two families were
living at Peter’s River then.

By 1857 the combined population of St. Shotts and
Peter’s River was 45, 840 barrels of cod were landed and
over 100 animals were kept including 40 sheep.

Peter’s River is not listed separately until 1874 when
eight families totaling 32 inhabitants were recorded with
three fishing rooms and 14 boats. The population seems
to have peaked in 1901 at 70, dropped to 43 in 1945, and
most recently in 1981 was 83.

The economy at Peter’s River was built upon the fish-
ery with the added advantage that summer salmon also
entered the river and could sometimes be caught in rocky
pools. However, there is only limited arable land close
to the ocean which may have prevented the communi-
ty's expansion. Still, it seems to have supported a church
from early on, possibly from 1884, for in 1924 freshly ar-
rived Father Battcock built a new church to replace the
E'Iﬂnal that had *‘gone to pieces”. The church is still

use.

Despite its small size, Peter’s River has one great ad-
vantage over nearby and larger St. Stephens and St. Vin-
cent's: it has a community wharf. In fact, the entire

Traditional two-storey house at Peter’s River originally the home of Annie Molloy.

Dave Molioy of Peter’s River with y-nd-son Doug Molloy
around 1950. (Photo: Zita Molloy)

fishery for these three communities (which are under
one common local council) is now conducted from out
of Peter’s River. A number of inhabitants work at the fish
plant in Trepassey which is now made more accessible
since the 25-km. road across the barrens was paved in
1986. The community has two small general stores, the
area's largest hardware store, and a variety of animals
including goats, ducks, chickens and horses kept in
fenced gardens close to people’s homes.
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St. Stephens

St. Stephens stretches along several kilometres of un-
dulating road from Peter’s River in the west to the mouth
of Holyrood Pond in the east. However, the latter part
of the community by the pond consists of only a half
dozen homes and is separated by a kilometre of road
from the rest of St. Stephens.

This fishing and farming community was originally
settled by families of the Southern Shore and the Capes
around 1911. In that year the 24 families of Middle Gut
(named for its location in Holyrood Bay) produced §3,800
worth of fish products including 750 gallons of cod oil.
With only three traps and eight small boats, 14 men land-
ed 470 quintals of fish which they dried for market. The
population grew to 78 by 1921 but little has been record-
ed about the community other than it produced 740 gal-
lons of cod oil during the 1920 season.

The D

brought to m¢
ties throughout the island but encouraged kitchen

A two-roomed school served St. Stephen’s and Peter's
River. (Photo courtesy Zita Molloy c. 1960)

gardens. In 1935, 19 barrels of turnips, 480 bushels of pota-
toes, and 10,150 heads of cabbage were raised on just eight
acres of land. Middle Gut had 13 houses with 14 families,

The school at St. Stephen’s todly does duly as a
warehouse.

i . i
St. Stephen’s. To 1945 it was known as Middle Gut but
was renamed in honor of Father Stephen O’'Driscoll.

all fishing from nine dories and two motor boats which
were operated from four rooms.

In 1945, the Commission of Government changed the
name of Middle Gut to St. Stephens in honor of Father
Stephen O'Driscoll who had served the area for many
years before it became a parish.

St. Stephens incorporated as a municipality 1 August
1971. The 1981 census showed a population of 172. There
are a couple of convenience stores and a service station.
New homes continue to be built although many of them
are farther inland than formerly, indicating less depen-
dency on the nearby ocean as most fishermen use near-
by Peter's River. u

LEDREW
UMBER CO.LTD.
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BUILDING MATERIALS
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ELECTRIC & PLUMBING
SUPPLIES, ETC.

FREE DELIVERY &
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St. Vincent's

St. Vincent's extends from the barachois at the mouth
of Holyrood Pond northwards for six kms. along the road
to Gaskiers. Most of the community is concentrated at

the southern end of the road in the first kilometre with
closely packed houses hugging the steep hillside, the Ro-
man Catholic church and parish hall forming a focal
centre to the community. While most homes overlook the
pond—which is still fished for hake and cod—the main
fishery was originally from the grey pebbled, steeply
shelving beach of the barachois, a difficult and some-
times dangerous landing.

A Portuguese map of 1519 names this place “Porta da
Cruz” (Harbour of the Cross), and by 1527 cartographer
Majolla repeated the reference in the vicinity of Cape
Race, naming St. Mary’s Bay “‘Bai de Cruz” (Bay of the
Cross). By 1693 the area was named ‘‘Holyrode’' by Fit-
zhugh and “‘Holyrood’’ on an English chart of 1773, and
came eventually to be known as Holyrood South to dis-
tinguish it from Holyrood in Conception Bay.

Holyrood Pond is open to the sea most of the year
although heavy seas on occasion temporarily block the
mouth with rocks. It may have been the protection from
storms afforded by the barachois that prompted fisher-
men to moor their boats inside and as with many New-
foundland communities this seemed a sufficient reason
to settle.

‘The census of 1836 includes Holyrood with St. Shotts
and Peter’s River with a total of 42 people in seven
houses. Early settlers appear to have been Webber, Ped-
dle, and Butler. The community may have had a church
as early as the 1840s, built by the beach and said to be
still visible as a rectangular patch of grass with burial
mounds faintly visible nearby, victims of a cholera
epidemic.

By 1857, is listed with 94 peo-
ple in 13 families. By 1884, Holyrood South had 190 peo-
ple, a church and a school with 53 students enrolled, 33
houses and 27 fishing rooms. Local gardening was car-
ried out but as an adjunct to the main pursuit of the fish-
ery. It has been suggested that the first sheep and cattle
raised in Holyrood came from a steamer wrecked at St.
Shotts.

In the 1890s, the Newfoundland government retained
a Norwegian biologist to undertake a study of Holyrood

A number of older homes were built fairly close to
Holyrood Pond but since the advent of the highway most
new homes are being built on the high ground above the

Sacred Heart Church at St. Vincent's was painted last year,
a pleasant shade of green, and is under the care of Father
Peter Golden from Ireland who appears to be much liked
by his parishioners.

Pond. It was an early attempt to determine how much
cod or other fish could be raised in the pond, but although
the study proved successful no action was taken to im-
plement a fish-raising program. No doubt the remote
shore line, now easily accessible by automobile and com-
mercial trucking, proved too much of a challenge for de-
velopers of the day.

e

A traditional bailer tor the boat m-de by Cyril Gibbons of
St. Vincent'’s.

In 1901, 278 people were living at Holyrood South scat-
tered around the hilly slopes rising towards St. Mary's.
In 1910, Holyrood South was renamed St. Vincent’s to
avoid confusion with Holyrood in Conception Bay. The
name St. Vincent’s may have originated from the battle
of St. Vincent, Portugal, in 1797. Admiral John Jervis who
accepted the English victory later became the Earl of
St. Croix, or Sancroix, a common family name in the
area. On the other hand local inhabitant, Virginia Stamp,
suggests the name was put forward by the community’s |
oldest inhabitant, a. Belgian, and approved of and
christened by parish priest, Father Stephen O'Driscoll.

St. Vincent’s was originally a mission, part of the Par-
ish of St. Mary’s, but became a parish with the amval
of Father George William Battcock in 1923 who ad-|
ministered to the inhabitants of St. Vincent's, St!*
Stephens, and Peter’s River. He described his new!
charges as, “Tremendous people who never had any help
whatsoever from religion or from the law before that
time.” 7

Father Battcock began at St. Vincent’s by buildingg
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winter works project last winter.

school and community hall in 1924, a presbytery in 1926,
and a new church started in November 1926 and finished
shortly before the Depression of 1929. During the Depres-
sion, Father Battcock journeyed to St. John's to badger
merchants and convince them to advance gear and sup-
plies to his parishioners. The redoubtable Father Bat-
teock became a legend, staying with his parish until 1970,
one of his last acts being to convince the government to
build a bridge across the mouth of Holyrood Pond.

Overall, the population changed little between 1911 and
1921 rising from 291 to 301 people although by 1935 it had
risen to 384. Writing in the Newfoundland Quarterly in
1936, W. J. Browne noted that many St. Vincent’s men
worked in the mines in Cape Breton and added, *
are very hardy fishermen, and so they must be for they
have no harbour and in rough weather it is highly dan-
gerous to launch a boat from the beach.” Browne also
noted that a number of looms had recently been in-
troduced and predicted that St. Vincent's tweed might
one day become as popular as that of Donegal in Ireland.

In the 1930s there were around 25 crews of six or seven
men fishing from St. Vincent’s, but the numbers dwin-
dled after this as construction jobs in other parts of New-
foundland opened up during and after the war. Then the
fishing industry’s transition from saltfish to fresh fish
in the 1950s meant St. Vincent's fishermen had to find
a more hospitable place to land their catches. May be-
gan to fish from other places like nearby Peter’s River.
By the late 1960s there were a dozen trap crews living
at St. Vincent's.

Asawmillwasrepum:dinoperatiuninlwlndthe
community boasted five radios. A convent was built in
1962 and by 1966 the population had swelled to almost 600.

St. Stephens incorporated with St. Stephens and Peter’s
River in 1971 as a local improvement district and had
a population of 534 in 1981

Gaskiers-Point La Haye

Originally two communities, Point La Haye in the north
and Gaskiers to the south share Gaskiers Bay and are
separated only by Vales Brook. Point La Haye terminates
at the end of a long picturesque barachois; Gaskiers is
characterized by low rolling grassy hills and grazing

sheep.

It has been suggested that the name Gaskiers derives
from the French casse-coeur or broken heart—
figuratively a “lady- killer.”” But E.R. Seary says the
name is more likely derived from the French family
name Gasquie or its variants Gascoyne and Gascoigne,
the latter being the spelling in census records between
1884 and 1901. Similarly, La Haye is a common family
name in France.

While the date of earliest settlement is unknown,
“Point Le Hayes'' appears on a map of James Cook’s
dated 1762 which suggests its

Fenced gardens and rolling countryside are typical of the
landscape at Point La Haye.

wiﬂ)SLMarys.Mmmeﬂrslcensmonmstm
La Haye appears with a population of only 25.

The grass extends almost to the water’s edge at Gaskiers.

Gaskiers appears in no census before 1857 by which
time it had a relatively large population of 100 with 19
acres under cultivation. At that time Point La Haye had
apopulauono{u Thepomlahonmbothphmwu

Francis and Mandeville, later arrivals are said to have
been Reilly, Kielly, Tobin and St. Croix. The major oc-
cupation was fishing, probably carried out from boats
off Gaskier

bined the two communities as

quintals in 1857, to 2,415 quintals in 1874, and 98 quintals
in 1884. Times must have been hard. Then the fishery
turned around with 4,457 quintals of cod landed in 1891;
but the resurgence was short-lived. The catch was down
101,256 quintals in 1901 and 1,240 in 1911. Like their neigh-
bors in St. Mary's, there were years when the inhabitants
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were forced to eat even their seed potatoes to survive the
winter.

1t is readily apparent to any traveller passing through
Gaskiers-Point La Haye that agriculture has played an
important role. Not just by the undulating grasslands but
by the way homes are scattered in clumps and often sur-
rounded by many acres of cleared land. Probably the cul-
tivation of crops and animals was the only thing that
stood between families and starvation during the disas-
trous fisheries of the 19th century.

Agriculture received fresh impetus from government
after 1910 and with the formation of agricultural socie-
ties Gaskiers-Point La Haye benefited. Although
produce—bects, carrots, potatoes, turnips, and
cabbage—was grown only for home consumption, some
livestock was sent to market and butchers were report-
ed to visit the area for sheep, lambs, cows, and pigs.

From the lack of merchants and even a church, it
‘would seem that Gaskiers-Point La Haye inhabitants de-
pended heavily on St. Mary’s for supplies and spiritual
leadership. Gaskiers did have a school in 1857 and
another was erected in 1921 to accommodate 60 children,
but it seems that attendance was perennially low, par-
ticularly during the summer when every pair of hands
was pressed into the fishery.

In 1985 Gaskiers had 16 dories, Point La Haye 12, gener-
ally with crews of four to six. The war years, however,
offered employment at military bases in nearby Argen-

The point at Point La Haye.

tia and in St. John's so that fishing declined. There has
been a resurgence in the fishery since 1970, which was
also the year the two communities incorporated.
Gasklers Point La Haye has a joint town council, a
pasture, a stage, and a commu-
nity hall, also a few small stores, and a carpentry and
cabinet-making business. Aside from the fishery, work
is found at the fish plants at'n'epasuy and at St. Mary’s.
In 1981 the i ities

was 505. [, ]

St. Mary's

St. Mary’s is situated at the southern end of a long in-
draft giving it good access to St. Mary’s Bay but leav-
ing it relatively unprotected from the strong
southwesterly winds prevalent there. The harbor affords
an easy landing with a broad pebbled beach from which
the land rises gently in grassy slopes with few trees. The
community extends in an arc of well-spaced homes, both
eastward and southward, many with fenced vegetable

The most comprehensive and informative history of
St. Mary’s written is a prize-winning essay entitled His-
tory of St. Mary’s Bay, 1597-1949 by Michael McCarthy.
‘The following account is largely drawn from Mr. McCar-
thy's work.

The first visitors to St. Mary’s were probably 16th cen-
tury Basque, French, and Port fishermen. In 1597,
English sea captain, Charles Leigh, found ships from La

St. Mary’s, situated at the end of a long indraft faces into
St. Mary’s Bay.

St Msmmmmmhﬂhm
many now have only grass.

Rochelle, France, fishing at St. Mary’s, but reported no
permanent inhabitants. In 1662, a John Matthews was
reported settled at St. Mary’s even though the French
claimed authority over the lands west of Trepassey. In
1702, Captain Leake and his English warship destroyed
French fishing stations in St. Mary’s Bay including
stages and boats at St. Mary’s but reported no perma-
nent inhabitants. Then, in 1713, the French abandoned
claims to the southern shore and by 1720 a Captain Ge-
orge Purvis had issued a planter’s deed to John Rose giv-
ing him title to land in St. Mary’s. The community'’s first
permanent setlkr was legally established.

trate, the closest being at Trepassey. Fish merchants Pin-
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Church and Presbytery at St. Mary’s.

ney and Frampton of Poole, England, established
themselves at St. Mary's for in 1782 one of Pinney and
Frampton's sloops was outfitted with borrowed cannons
to pursue and subdue the American privateer Hazard
which had been attacking ships in St. Mary's Bay. The
volunteer crew of 22 captured the privateer and sent the
crew to St. John's, offering the ship to the governor. He
was delighted but made a present of the ship to the peo-
ple of St. Mary’s saying, “...I very much approve of their
conducl and cheerfully mxgn all right of title to the

prize.

mﬁrslcemxsm 1819 showed St. Mary's with a popu-
lation of 431 Roman Catholics and 23 Protestants with
63 private houses and three public houses. The commu-
nity was fairly prosperous with fish bringing 12 shillings
a quintal. The chief merchant was William Phippard who
was also the justice of the peace. Fortunately, crime
seems to have been rare with most cases being civil dis-
putes. By 1837, there had been only one criminal case in
25 years, the offender having been sentenced to two hours
in the public stocks. Thus the inhabitants of St. Mary's
were described as, “quiet and God fearing.”

In 1828, Philip Gosse, a young Englishman who was
later to achieve fame as a naturalist, came to St. Mary’s
from Carbonear as clerk to the merchant firm of Slade
and Elson. He was unhappy with his posting and
described St. Mary'’s as, “‘an obscure, semi-barbarous
settlement”. His dislike may have been rooted in religion
and race for the fishermen he dealt with were all Irish
Catholics, the merchants all English Protestants. Gosse
made few friends save from Emma Phippard, daughter
of merchant and magistrate William Phippard whom he
considered a jovial, good-natured man. On the other
hand, he found John Wills Martin, manager of Slade and

Older, two-storey homes at St. Mary's.

Elson, pompous and overbearing, an interesting obser-

vation in light of later developments.

In 1832, Newfoundland under Governor Sir Thomas
Cochrane was granted representative government and
in the first election John Martin was elected to *he House
of A bly as one of two bers for the ele dis-
trict of Placentia-St. Mary’s. But 2,000 people signed a
petition objecting to Martin’s election on the grounds he
was not a householder. Martin, however, managed to
negate a motion for enquiry with his own vote and so kept
his seat. Then, in 1834, St. Mary’s received its first resi-
dent parish priest, Father James Duffy, who was to be-
come John Martin's enemy.

Prior to Father Duffy’s arrival, the congregation had
built two churches on & high mound overlooking the
beach. Both had blown down. Father Duffy decided to
build a new church on the beach which had previously
been treated as common property. However, in 1834 John
Martin claimed his firm had title to the beach and erect-
ed a fish-flake its entire length denying fishermen ac-
cess to their drying places and also access to the local
cemetery. Father Duffy requested permission to build
a new church on the beach but Martin refused, offering
him an alternate site which was too boggy to be practi-
cal. Ignoring Martin, Father Duffy built his church on
the beach.

The Ei I ia of suggests that
Father Duffy built his church while Martin was away on
business and that Martin built his fish-flake only then,
blocking the door of the church. Whatever the sequence

This home built around 1810 is still occupied.

of events, Father Duffy asked Martin to take down his
fish-flake and Martin refused, so Father Duffy instruct-
ed his congregation to tear down and burn the fish-flake.
The congregation happily complied.

Martin was furious but played a waiting game. He ig-
noredlheopportumtytnbnnghmerbuﬁybefmthe
Southern Court circuit that met in St. Mary's, waiting
for it to pass before he began proceedings in the Supreme
Court at St. John's. In May 1835, two constables arrived
to arrest Father Duffy and take him to Ferryland where
he posted bail.

Charges against eight other fishermen involved in the
incident were not laid until November. Martin was a mer-
chant and perhaps saw no point in depriving himself of
the summer catch of these men. A brig with two consta-
bles aboard arrived in mid-December to carry the ac-
cused men to St. John's but were unable to apprehend
the men. The towns, e turned out in force to confront
the constables so they left empty-handed.

Governor Sir Henry Prescott at St. John's wrote to the
Colonial Office in London which took a very serious view
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of the affair. A naval vessel and troops were dispatched
from England in May 1836 to put down the “‘rebellion’
at St. Mary's. Roman Catholic Bishop Fleming, wishing
to avoid the military occupation of St. Mary's issued a
Pastoral Letter instructing the eight to surrender. Duti-
fully they walked the 100 miles to St. John’s and gave
themselves up.

The men were given bail, a date was set for the trial,
but legal wrangling and the failure of witnesses for the
prosecution to appear caused delays. It was May 1837 be-
fore the case was heard and then a jury found the men
not guilty. By this time Father Duffy had walked 1500
miles back and forth between St. Mary’s and St. John's.

After this, the business of Slade Elson at St Mary’s
declined and John Martin was relieved of his commis-
sion of the peace. F\mher at the general election of 1836
the two F for ia-St. Mary’s
weremledbyJohnNugentandPamckDoyle, both Ro-
man Catholics.

By 1836, St. Mary’s had 325 residents and 52 fishing ves-
sels, 14 of them over 30 tons. Agriculture was well deve-
loped with 63 acres of land cleared, 53 acres being under

ivation, A e .

school
was also d in 1836 with an fee of five
shillings and quarterly dues of two shl.llmg and sixpence.
In 1845, the teacher was a Mr. Devine described as a
tradesman and competent teacher. He was paid 23
pounds a year and held school in his own house, but when
visited by the government inspector in October only 44
of a possible 100 children were in school, the remainder
being absent to help with the fishery.
In 1851, a commercial school was established at St.

Universal Fisheries plant at St. Mary’s.
better paid earning 56 pounds a year and presumably
should have been better qualified. Yet in 1860 the teacher,
a Mr. Walsh, when tested by a govemment mspecl.or did

poorly in When the
mpectoragamv:sntedmeschoolm 1862 he reported that
it was not up to the standards of many elementary
schools he had visited.

St. Mary's seems to have operated two types of fish-
ery: a shore fishery conducted from small punts and a
more distant fishery conducted off Cape St. Mary's in
jack-boats of 15 to 30 tons. But the fishery between 1834
and 1858 was indeed Roger Sweetman, MHA for the
area, petitioned the House for relief for his district when
the fishery failed in 1834. He was unsuccessful but the
people survived, partly through credit advanced by lo-
cal

Mary’s to impart useful k
igation and

dge such as
d k. The teacher was

Fishplant whart (foreground) and public wharf, St. Mary's.

Conditions were even worse by 1858 with poverty
widespread, especially in winter because the merchants
no longer lived year round at St. Mary’s. In addition, fish
catches were small, fish prices were low, supplies expen-
sive and potato blight rampant. A visiting magistrate
suggested the unemployed be given road construction
work and that people should be supplied with seed pota-
toes. The government to some extent complied.

1In 1858, St. Mary's had 692 inhabitants in 93 houses, 14
fishing rooms and 72 stages. Then, in 1860, the fishery
and the potato crop failed. Government responded with
a road works program including the levelling of nearby
hills some of which were too steep for carriage traffic,
a lighthouse was built at Cape St. Mary's and the court-
house was repaired. But undernourished people are sus-
ceptible to disease and St. Mary’s was struck by
epidemics of scarlet fever, measles and whooping cough
resulting in many deaths.

ﬂlelowcatd\swemblamedbysomeunmemaf
bulltows, long-buoyed fishing lines sometimes with sever-
al thousand well baited hooks that some said over-fished
by taking the spawning or mother fish. Fishermen from
Placentia and Bonavista Bays petitioned government to
outlaw bummvs but the fu.hermen of St. Mary's Bay
counter i for their The five prin-
cipal inhabitants of St. Mary’s—James Murphy, John
Walsh, John Whelan, James Kennedy, and Patrick
Walsh—successfully presented the petition in 1864, so
bulltows remained although the average catch also re-
mained down.

In June 1867 H.M.S. Fawn visited St. Mary's and her
captain, Commander Heysham, noted 25 large boats of
around 30 tons, 15 smaller four-men boats, and 150 two-
men punts. He said the previous year's catch in larger
boats had been 25 quintals a man, only half of what they




10 — DECKS AWASH

thought it ought to be. On his departure on June 9, Com-
mander Heysham observed 104 large boats that had an-
chored overnight in St. Mary’s harbor having come to
buy bait.

l.{ Mary's showing the church of Our Lady of the As-
sumption.

In 1868 a Captain Parish visited St. Mary’s and was
impressed by the people whom he described as *‘poorly
clad but a fine set of men”’. He spoke with the magis-
trate and priest who told him many fishermen had had
only a little oatmeal and water to eat the previous winter.

Fortunately, the fishery turned around after 1868 so
that when Captain Malcom aboard the H.M.S. Dana visit-
ed St. Mary’s in 1871 he was able to report, ‘“This is
a well-to-do settlement.” He went on to describe the
healthy state of e, the 700 or so inhabi and
the schooners so numerous that they were difficult to
count, noting that as many as 400 vessels sometimes col-
lected there. Captain Malcom did not seem to realize that
many were visitors, St. Mary's by this time being one
of the most important bait centres (herring and caplin)
on the south coast.

‘The fishery continued to be good for the next decade.
Despite this, the settlement attracted no doctor with the
inhabitants having to rely on the surgeons aboard visit-
ing government vessels. In 1874, Alex McBride, surgeon
on board HM.S. Spartan, noted Lhat residents suffered
from chronic ism, neural-
gia, amaurosis, bronchitis, asthma, spram, diarrhea, and
haemorrhoids.

Roadbuilding at St. Mary’: s had begun in 1836 when
Josiah Blackburn was and in-
structed to make a survey for a connecting road to
Placentia. In 1841, he became chairman of the St. Mary's
Road Board joining William Lush, William Fever, and
Father Duffy, a board destined to do nothing because
Father Duffy refused to attend meetings with Fewer and
Lush because of their part in the fish-flake incident of

1835, Of the i Father Duffy

an minrmer another a perjurer and the I.hu'd a swmd]er

Terralransport

A TOTALLY INTEGRATED
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

St. John’s 737-5948 737-7896
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Nothing could be done and bridges and roads deteriorat-
ed until Father Duffy was transferred to another parish
in 1844. It was not until the late 1860s that St. Mary’s was
connected by road to Salmonier (which was already con-
nected to St. John's) while in 1870 the road was being ex-
tended southwards to Holyrood (now St. Vincent'’s).

1In 1873, Judge Prowse was ordered to St. Mary’s to in-
vestigate the wrecking of the Florence, a Charlottetown
brig. During a February storm the vessel had taken
shelter in nearby Mall Bay, anchoring in seven fathoms
of water. The storm continued for two days during which
the vessel dragged her anchors so that she began to go
aground on a falling tide. While thus immobilized, three
boatloads of men rowed from the shore and armed with
sticks and hatchets forced their way on board to remove
369 barrels of flour, 92 barrels of meal, 34 barrels of pork
and one of kerosene. The captain sent a boat to raise the
magistrate at St. Mary’s, but he arrived too late to ap-
prehend the plunderers. The captain floated his ship off
on the next tide, went to St. John's to lay a complaint and
Judge Prowse and some constables were sent to St.
Mary'’s. But the culprits hid in the woods and the police
were unable to apprehend them.

Shovelling manure
This event underlines the limited resources of local
government at the time. St. Mary’s was the chief town
for the area but had few public officials. At best, these

would be a b doctor, ing officer
and priest. Sometimes one person would fill several func-
- .
=

The courthouse at St. Mary's,

SLM‘:MMQMMIM-M
the development association’s offices.

tions as in 1900 when William Hogan, M.D., was acting
udocmmxpmna,drmnmdrehmngofﬁcera
by

bilities that was

Audierena—alFC Berteau when Dr. Hogan submit-
ted some bills. Berteau complained to the Colonial Secre-
tary about Hogan:

As local practitioner he is called upon to at-

tend in cases of illness, and if in doubt of pay-

ment of his fee by the patient, he (as

magistrate) directs himself (as relieving

officer) to employ himself (as doctor) to at-

tend the case on Government Account, and

also to give such groceries and drugs as may

be required, which goods he (as druggist and

grocer) supplies. Then (as magistrate) he cer-

tifies all the bills as being *‘authorized by me”

and!hatﬂnpﬂcesuﬂhemdsare“iazrand

just”,

Berteau wanted the offices of magistrate and relieving
officer separated but this proved impractical. The
government paid after arranging a reduction in the bill.

St. Mary's population seems to have fallen in the lat-
ter part of the 19th century from 665 in 1874, to 489 in 1884,
wminlsol.mlmthavebeenlhmughcmgesm
the for in 1869 the ions of
Riverhead and St. Mary's had been combined.

The Newfoundland

smuims,undnmn.andncwvarieueso[seedslhrough
local agri St. Mary’s Agri

uctybmeﬂ'ed,awngwbnnvjsolpmmesﬁ-mone
barrel of a new type of seed potato. Land cultivation was
up 25% in 1912 and only one case of potato disease record-
ed. Six breeding rams were distributed and the sheep
population increased rapidly, aided by a total absence
of dogs. They had all been destroyed by popular vote 20

years
Early experiments were made in peat cutting with two
sets of tools supplied by government. It burned quite well,

agriculture waned.

By 1935, the population of St. Mary’s had dropped to
375 and the Depression must have been taking a toll for
whmtbemwpnnlhmhthu'h[cﬁemgan,am

from Marystown in December 1936 he found all the build-
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New homes being built at the northern end of St. Mary’s.
ingsmanadmmedsuuddw In April 1937 he

started the foundations for a new parish hall finished that
August, and in November 1937 he saw electric lights in-
stalled in the church for the first time. Then in April 1940
he began the for a new presbytery,the old
one being about 100 years old.
May 1943 saw the construction of a new three-room
school under Edward Bonia and William Corcoran. When
in September it was named for Father McGetti-
gan's patron, St. John the Baptist. The school was ex-
tended by one classroom in 1952 and lasted until 1967
when parish priest Father JA. Dunne began excavations
for a new school. But Father Dunne died in June 1968 be-

fore the school was completed in January 1969, so it was
named the Dunne Memorial School in his memory.

By 1944, Father McGettigan had replaced every build-
ing except the church and this he started to do in August
by first demolishing the existing 108-year-old structure.
The new church of our Lady of the Assumption was dedi-
cated 23 September 1951 by Archbishop Skinner.

The population of St. Mary’s was 604 in 1981 and re-
mains the civic centre for the area with the regional high
school, courthouse, and fish processing plant located
there. However, the fishery on which St. Mary's was origi-
nally founded now supports only one full-time crewu

Path End was once considered part of St. Mary’s and is
only a few minutes drive above the town.

Riverhead

Riverhead was listed as part of St. Mary’s until 1891,
when there were already 323 residents in 58 families. The
Breens, Hearns, Lees, and Squires arrived from Placen-
tia some time after 1794, and the Fagans from St. Mary’s
after 1844. Other families living in Riverhead before 1871
include the Corcorans and Whelans. There was no school
in 1845 when the inspector visited, but by the 1860’s the
Roman Catholic school did not always open, as happened
when the inspector returned in 1862. The teacher said he
had 30 pupils, but that they had all gone berrypicking.
A new school was built in 1875, and ferry transportation
to St. Mary’s was added the following year.

Most residents were engaged in the fishery, and River-
head had a lobster factory with 13 employees in 1891 and
180 cases were packed the previous year. Farming ap-
peared to be important by 1891 when over 125 acres were
being cultivated. Most families had several cows, sheep,
pigs and fowl. Surprisingly, no church was listed for
Riverhead in 1891, but the school had 59 pupils.

Thirty years later a church was listed and the popula-
tion had fallen just below 300. Fishing was still the main
occupation, with 24 boats landing cod to the value of
tnm—bylarmehimintbemgimhrmngwls

to supply products to the sur i
nities, andu:uemnhnmmmchnnlsandfmr
government employees listed. Neighboring Cout's
(Coot’s) Pond added another 57 residents in 10 fishing
and farming families.

Riverhead’s 1981 population was 431 in 90 families. Lo-
cal unemployment was very high at 80 per cent for young
people and 45 per cent for those over 25. The opening of
the local saltfish plant helped to reduce this substantially,
and there now are more people working in local plants
than in construction and the fishery, which had previ-
ously p: most local empl

oA e S A= T

The War Memorial, Riverhead
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Mall Bay

John O’Rourke, an older Mall Bay resident, provided
an account of the early history of the community in the
1970s; however, no one knows why and when the commu-
nity was named Mal Bay. The adding of an ‘I’ may have
been in response to the bad luck or disease associated
with the original name. Mr. O’Rourke reported that the
south side of the bay was settled by John Welsh from
County Kerry in the early 1780s. His nephew married the
daughter of John Christopher, who like many other ear-
ly settlers spent his time between Mall Bay and St.
Mary'’s. The Christophers were from County Tipperary
and sold fish to the Spanish.

John Welsh Sr. died in the 1820s, by which ume Harry
Fuher (?) had ished a farm.
boughtﬂmllandmlm,andinthemaJdmO’Rmrke
was the first settler on the north side of the bay. Pat Daley
arrived in the 1840s and settled close to the Fagans who
had moved from St. Mary’s.

The first school opened in 1870 with Liz Daley as the
teacher. At that time, there were about a dozen
families—the only new names being Meehan, Nolan and
Comerford. James and Richard Dobbin, Thomas Doo-
dy, who had a plantation in Mall Bay but lived with other
Doody families on Colinet Island, and William Meehan
all lived in Mall Bay in 1871.

The population rose from 53 in 1874 to 74 in 1891, but
the number of boats almost doubled from 12 to 23. One
cod trap was listed in 1891 and landings by the 18 fishing
families were small. A second school opened in the 1880s.
By 1900 the Gorman family arrived from Harbour Main,
and the Synyards came from Rushoon, Placentia Bay,
in 1903. Other new families were the Ryans and Bonias
from Riverhead. The first Roman Catholic church was
built in 1904 and consecrated by Father O’Driscoll in 1909.
The first burial in the local cemetery was that of Tho-
mas Comerford at the age of 97 in 1905.

Fishing reached its peak in the early 1900s. Michael
and Phillip Ryan both had schooners—most other fisher-
men had small boats and traps. In 1915 two boats owned
by the Daleys—the Herald and the Senator—ran aground
in Mall Bay. The first motorboats appeared in the 1920s,
when Patrick Bonia, William Meehan and Michael Ryan
all had schooners. James Daley and Brothers built their
own schooners in Mall Bay.

By 1921 the community had a population of 110 in 22
families mostly listed as fishermen-farmers owning 17
boats and two larger vessels totalling 62 tons. Fish valued

Roman Catholic Church, Mall Bay

While the owners are away, the chickens do play.

at nearly $10,000 were landed at Mall Bay, and the 54 cul-
tivated acres also provided good returns on hay and
small fruits such as strawberries. The community also
had two sawmills, which cut the only sawlogs in the
region, and the school had 22 pupils. In 1929, a tidal wave
destroyed property but did not take any lives here.
The community has remained fairly small and is con-
nected to Riverhead by a gravel road. The school closed
in 1968 when children went to school in Riverhead for the
first time. Most residents work in the fishery, but sheep
and are a visible inder of past li
As Leo Comerford, who remembers those days verywell
says, “‘everyone had animals and vegetableﬁ which the
women looked after until the men came home in the fall
and helped with the harvest. While it was not easy to grow
food, you had everything you needed.”
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St. Joseph’s

St. Joseph's is one of the older settlements on St.
Mary's Bay. First known as Black Duck Gullies, it was
probably settled by Irish immigrants in the early 1800s.
Alocal history of the community refers to a salmon fish-
ery established by John Masters and Phillip Watson
somewhere along the Salmonier Arm, and many of the
early residents may have come from Trepassey where
court records of April, 1794, refer to a bid on a piece of
land placed by Edward Daly, which would refer to some-
one from St. Mary's Bay. The early settlers included the
Goff (now Gough), Power, Ryan, Daly (now Daley), Cor-
mack (now McCormack), White and Norris families still
resident in St. Joseph's, and others like the Cooper, Welch
and Whelan families found in other parts of St. Mary's
Bay. The Irish origin of some of the families is known:
the Goff, Daly and Curtis families came from Waterford,
the Cormacks from Tipperary, and the Norris family
from Kilkenny.

By 1836, there were seven families and a population
of 24, and the earliest gravestone was that of Anastasia
Goff who died in 1836 at the age of 36. Denis Daly and
his wife Mary had a son registered as born in Salmonier
the same year. There may have been residents before this
date, but the St. Mary’s church register dates from
1842—32 years before a register for St. Joseph’s own
church. A chapel may have existed before 1840. Father
St. John started a church which was completed in 1917
when Father John Rawlins was the priest.

By 1845, the population had grown to 78, when 34 of the
residents were listed as fishermen and one as a farmer.
The first school was held in an old shed in 1845, but a
schoolhouse had been built by 1857 when there were 27
pupils. St. Mary’s i District was
from Placentia District around 1845. Included were
Holyrood (St. Vincent's), Trepassey, Point La Haye,
Riverhead, Coot’'s Pond, Admiral’s Beach, Mall Bay,
North Harpour, John's Pond, Salmonier North (Mount
Carmel) and Salmonier South (St. Joseph’s). In 1845 the
school inspector suggested St. Joseph’s would get 14
pounds sterling for school maintenance—a little less than
the schools in St. Mary’s and Riverhead.

Larger boats were in use by 1857, and in 1874 there were
45 fishing rooms between St. Joseph 's and Mount Car-
mel. Ani id is not possi-
ble because St. Joseph’s was hstzd with other Salmonier
settlements until 1901. Cod and salmon were equally im-
portant, and herring was sold as bait to American ships

Oid Roman Catholic Church, St. Joseph's.

" from Brigus to build larger vessels similar to those at

New Roman Catholic Church, St. Joseph

before 1900 and to Nova Scotian vessels in the 1900s. Some
lobster production occurred but it was never important
in St. Joseph’s, and a few men had banking schooners
in 1891 or went on sealing vessels from Brigus and St.
John’s

Shipbuilding was a major activity in the mid-1800s.
Most boats built in St. Joseph's were small boats,
although Garrett Curtis returned home to St. Joseph’s

Norris Arm and Renews. In 1842, he launched the 280-ton
square-rigger Michael Anthony named after the Roman
Catholic bishop at that time. Garrett, and his two sons,
Steve and Bernard, were still building ships in 1877, when
John Daley, John Gough, the McCormacks and Michael
Peddle were all planters.

The first board of road commissioners listed Pat Cor-
mack, William Curtis and Daniel Daley as members. A
ferry had previously provided the only link to Mount Car-
mel on the other side of the Salmonier Arm. Father St.
John played a major role in the building of the first road
and in agricultural development while he was in St.
Joseph'’s from 1874 to 1895. By 1901, when the communi-
ty was again listed separately, there were 373 residents.
Most of the new arrivals were from Ireland, but a few
came from England. Several families left in the last two
decades of the 1800s, but those of George Gushue, Richard
Carrol, Thomas Bennett, Martin and Thomas Duggan
all arrived at that time.

In 1921, the three teachers at Mount Carmel were all
from St. Joseph’s—two sisters, Kit and Olive Ryan, and
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Felix Christopher. The population had dropped slightly
to 338 with the departure of several Daley, Furey and
Ryan families. This trend continued in the 1930s and 1940s
when more Daley, Ryan, Dinn, McCormack, Power, Sin-
gleton and Gough families left the area. The only new
arrivals were the Tremblett and Barrett families, but the
1945 population remained at 302 because families were
large. Many of the Barretts left to be replaced by the Han-
lon, Lake and Picco families in the 1960s. Quite a few fa-
milies found work in the United States, Canada and
Labrador, but the U.S. naval base at Argentia provided
jobs for many who stayed.
Father John Enright, who served as Roman Catholic
priest from 1920 to 1966, was another major influence on
i This explains why the local
school became Enright Memorial Academy just after his
death. In 1973 St. Joseph's had two stores, a church, a
regional school and a doctor’s clinic. The first doctor was
not resident until 1940, and only one doctor, Dr. Seide, who
was present in 1973, stayed any length of time. The clin-
ic was built in the late 1950s and electricity reached St.
Joseph's in 1960.

Daley Brothers fish plant
St. Joseph's had a population of 262 in 75 families in

1981. About a third of its younger people were unem-
ployed, but everyone over 25 years was working—mainly
in construction, transportation and clerical occupations.

O’Donnells

This small community was first known as Mussel Pond
and was settled some time before 1871 when Thomas But-
land and Patrick Mahoney were listed. There may have
been members of the Hickey family from St. Mary's be-
fore this date. Other early Irish families were the Comer-
fords, Graces and Hanlons. Only three families were
listed in 1874 when none of the 22 residents was listed as
fishing, but in 1891 30 residents of five families landed
small amounts of cod and raised sheep and goats.

The community was still known as Mussel Pond in 1921
when there were 148 residents in 27 families, and it was
large enough to have a school with 27 pupils. Three peo-
ple worked in the lobster factory at St. Joseph’s, and lo-

P it 2 & e
cal residents also travelled to St. Joseph's to worship.
Three farmers and a teacher lived in the community,
along with 27 fishermen-farmers and a government em-
ployee.

The Daily News reported in 1970 that Mrs. Margaret
Hickey had the only phone in the community of 75 fami-
lies in the 1960s. Whenever a call came in, she would pass
on the message or get the person required—this some-
times meant a walk of two or three miles. After dark
when turned on their lights, the voltage dropped
to a point where you couldn’t hear a voice on the phone.
Mrs. Hickey still lives in O'Donnells but everyone has a
phone now.
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Colinet Island

The name was first written as Collinet and Colonet as
early as 1669 and may have come from a French family
name or from a settlement in the Channel Islands.
Howley thought it might be a derivative of the word
colonel, and another writer suggested the source was
Andre Colonet—master of Le Montaran which fished in
Newfoundland waters in the 1760s. Local tradition attrib-
utes it to the French “‘curnette” meaning ““a place of little
hills”'.

‘Whichever derivation is correct, both Great and Lit-
tle Colinet Islands were used as fishing stations in the
1700s and 1800s. The first permanent settlement was al-
ready in place by 1836, when 53 people—mostly fishing
servants—were listed. Mother IXX’s was originally Re-
gina, which it became once more by proclamation in 1913
before i inaville in 1951 until
a few years later. The name may have been a corrup-
tion of Mother Hicks Cove, as shown on an Admiralty
map of 1869, or Mother Rex, by which it was known to
Howley. Both Mother Rex and Regina would refer to
Queen Victoria.

By 1845, Little Colinet had seven residents, while
Mosquito and Mother IXX's on Great Colinet Island had
five families and a total of 38 residents. The 1857 census
listed Little Colinet with 10 residents, Mosquito with 43
and Mother IXX's with 30, but only the Great Colinet set-
tlements were listed after this.

A fishery survey in 1871 referred to the neatness and
productivity of Mosquito Cove's six Roman Catholic fa-
milies and 37 residents, and the same comment was ap-
plied to Mother IXX’s Cove where there were 41 resi-

i T O o

ating in Mosquito by 1881, and a schoolhouse was built be-
tween the two communities which lay 4 kms apart. They
both had churches, but services were often held at St.
Joseph's. Mother IXX's became Mother Rex again for a
time from 1891, and there was a lobster factory with 18
employees. This was the largest factory in the area, pack-
ing a total of 304 cases in 1890.

By 1921 Regina had increased its population to 69 in
18 families and was larger than Mosquito which listed
45 in 11 families. While Regina had only fishermen-
farmers, Mosquito had a church, school, three teachers,
a government employee and a farmer. Regina’s lobster
factory had seven employees and its production had
dropped to only 15 cases.

The logging industry reached a peak from 1920 to 1940,

dents. Early families included the Ryans, M s, Han-
lons, Linehans, Doodys, Daltons and Powers, Mosquito’s
population increased from 38 in seven families in 1874
to 61 in 11 families in 1891. Fishing and farming were the
only activities listed. A Roman Catholic school was oper-

and fi were set up at by of
Carbonear and at Reginaville by East Coast Fisheries.
A total of 264 residents of 51 families, mostly from
Reginaville, resettled at Admiral’s Beach in the late 1950s
and early 1960s. E

Admiral’s Beach

As the nearest point of land to Great Colinet Island,
Admiral’s Beach was an obvious place for island resi-
dents to resettle in 1956. Legend has it that it was first
settled by a French admiral around 1805, and that the
first Irish settlers were members of the Gregory, Hearn
and Comerford families with the Barrons arriving soon

Roman Catholic Church, Admiral's Beach.

afterwards. The Daley, Doody and Linehan families ar-
rived some time before 1871, and the Powers somewhat
later.

By 1874 there were 20 residents of five families engaged
in the fishery, and this increased to 28 in seven families
by 1891. As late as 1921 there were still just 33 residents,
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but fish to a value of over $3,000 were landed, which
provided a good return for the three large families then
listed.

The arrival of families from Great Colinet Island in
the 1950s and 1960s saw an expansion of the communi-
ty’s boundaries up the hill where land was available—
the older families occupied land around the beach. By
1971 Admiral’s Beach had a community council and was
becoming an important place for landing fish from St.
Mary’s Bay. The 1981 population was 362 in 70 families
with 65 men employed in the fishery, and others in
processing, health, construction and transportation.
About half the working women found work in process-
ing, with the remainder in clerical, service and sales oc-
cupations,
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the area today

Peter’s River
Changing times

Tom Molloy lives at Peter’s
River as do his mother and father,
Ron and Zita Molloy, two genera-
tions, similar yet different. Tom,
30, drives a low, white, Honda
sedan. He lives with his young
wife in a modern bungalow his
father built for him and works at
the fishplant in Trepassey.

“I've always lived and worked
here,” says Tom. “I got as far as
Harbour Main one year, but that
was far enough. I'd like to go fish-
ing because it is something I like
to do, but I'm at the plant because
I have to be. You have to make
money. If I quit the plant to go
fishing I mightn’t get back when
the fishing is over. Right now I
have seven years’ seniority at the
plant and if T quit I'd lose that.”

Tom Molloy with his mother Zita.

Times were different for Tom’s | been building a home since he
father. When Ron was 30 he

wasn’t yet married although he’d | cash. He cut trees and took them

was 16, a slow business without
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to a fellow with a sawmill and
paid him with a stick for every
stick he sawed. By the time he
had enough lumber for a house
he'd cut enough trees for two
houses. Ron and Zita still live in
the house.

“We were married in 1952,
recalls Zita, a jolly woman who
talks a mile a minute. ““He was
old, 34, and I was 32.” Ron is
almost 70 now, a lean whipsaw of
a man with large hands from
years of hard work. He built
bridges and boats and fished
from Peter’s River, a hard busi-
ness dragging the fish up over the
steep rocky beach to split and salt
them. It's easier today.

““My father would be all day on
the water,”” Tom remembers.
“But now you go out and haul
your trap may be 7 or 8 in the
morning and you might be sitting
down in the house again at 10. All
you have to do is bring it up at the
wharf, drop it in the truck and it’s
off to the plant. Maybe you haul
them again at 3 in the evening
and be home again at 5. Out of a
day you're probably working only
five hours and you've got no one
looking down your neck. You can
make $8,000-$10,000 in five to six
weeks."”

Today Peter’s River has about
25 homes and a concrete wharf
that it shares with nearby St.
Stephens and St. Vincent's fisher-
men. Last year around a dozen
trap-boat crews operated from
Peter’s River. None of the trap
boats is owned by Peter’s River
men although some crew the
boats operating there.

“Let me see how many men
there were from here,” says Tom
counting them off on his fingers.

“Six!” yells Zita.

““No Mother, you don’t know
what you’re talking about,” says
Tom and continues to count.

“Six!"” yells Zita.

“‘Be quiet, Mother.”’ He goes on
counting. Finally he looks up.

“Six,” he says quietly.

Back in the 1960s Zita operated
a branch post office from her
home for five years, but then the
advent of rural post boxes made
her redundant. She has a photo-
graph album filled with happy

St. Anne's church at eter‘: River was refurbished by the congregation and
is used by Boston resident Father Tom Halleran to hold mass when he visits
his sister Zita Molloy.

people smiling from the pages,
mementos from a time when tak-
ing a photograph was still an
event. In one shot a younger Ron
wields a splitting knife on the old
wooden wharf.

Zita is an import. Ron brought
her from Trepassey. Zita also has

a brother, Father Tom Halleran,
now a resident of Boston but for
25 years a missionary priest in
Africa. He still visits Peter's
River each year and holds serv-
ices in the little church there
which the people of Peter’s River
refurbished in his honor.  [{§
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St. Stephens
Mike St. Croix

Mike St. Croix and his wife Syl-
via have run the St. Croix Su-
perette in St. Stephen’s for about
15 years. They sell paint, a few
household items, sporting goods
and groceries, Sylvia was on va-
cation in New Brunswick when
we dropped by. The business
makes it difficult for them to take
vacations together. Mike says he’s
holding his own but the competi-
tion is increasing.

“There’s more stores being
built every year,”” he says.
“Around five since we started

here.”

Mike’s young customer is Ber-

nie Fleming also of St. Stephen’s.

St. Vincent’s

Trap boats and hard times

Cyril Gibbons, 58, of St. Vin-
cent’s is a fisherman. He has a
weathered face that’s seen a lot
of summers and hands that have
hauled a lot of traps. We discover
him in his basement putting the
first coat of paint on a new 18-ft.
boat he’s just built. The “flat”, as
it's called, is used for going be-
tween a larger trap boat an-
chored offshore and the wharf.

“It’s a wild area,’’ says Cyril
who has seen waves remove
chunks of highway and dump
them in Holyrood Pond. It's so
rough people no longer fish from
St. Vincent’s. Cyril has one of four
remaining trap crews but they
now fish from Peter’s River.

‘““Years ago there were 25 crews
fishing from here with six and
seven men each. It was all salt-
fish then. But when fresh fish
came in, you had to have a facili-
ty for landing it without too much
handling so we had to move to
other places.”

These days Cyril fishes with
two or three sons and a couple of
neighbors. Their cod trap moored
a mile or so offshore has caught

Cyril Gibbons

as much as 50,000 Ibs. at one time.
They empty their trap once or
twice a day, six days a week. Get-
ting the fish ashore can be a
lengthy and difficult process.
““To bring the fish ashore we put
a cod bag on the end of the trap,
something like the cod end used
on a dragger,” explains Cyril.

““Then a fellow will drive the fish

out of the trap like you drive
sheep from a big garden into a
small garden. You tow the cod
bag with your boat to the wharf,
only a mile an hour, but you can
tow 50,000 1bs. of fish as easily as
you can tow 5,000 lbs.”

This is because the fish is still
alive. In fact, one of the reasons
it's such good quality fish is it
never goes inside the boat to be
knocked or bruised. It’s hoisted
straight ashore, sometimes the
hardest part of the operation.
Peter’s River wharf is a concrete
ledge in the side of a cliff 50 feet
above the deep swells and hissing
sea. A 40-ft. boom is swung out
over the boat to haul up the fish.
While one man steadies the boat
with a line another sends the fish
up to Cyril who operates the
winch. It’s a critical moment
when a catch may be lost.

““The boat has to be quite a dis-
tance off,” says Cyril. “If you
make a mistake she'll bang into
the rocks and bust up.”

The other crew members ice
the fish supplied by the commu-
nity’s ice-maker. From there it's
taken by truck to Universal Fish-
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eries plant at St. Mary’s. Cyril
and his crew caught 370,000 Ibs. of
cod last year, but it's much
smaller fish than it used to be.

Cyril says today only a quarter
of his cateh is large fish. As a boy
he recalls his father’s selling fish
to the merchant when it was three
parts large and extra-large, and
one part small.

“The small wasn’t tom cods
either. They were 17 and 18 inches.
The big ones were three feet with
the head off,"”” he says.

“‘Before I went trapping in 1969
I was gill netting. We were using
7-and 8-inch mesh and I often had
a fish I could hardly lift. Now
they’re down to 5-inch mesh. The
big fish is not Lhere any more, it's
not coming in.’

Cyril doesn’t hold with scientif-
ic explanations for the reduction
in size. He thinks the stock has
simply been over-fished.

“I remember back in 1962,
there was just a couple of side
draggers at : Bi
an English company, had a cou-
ple, then National Sea came in
with a few. The Portuguese were
over with hook and line but it
wasn’t economical for the
Spaniards, the West Germans, or
the Russians to come over until
they got factory ships. Now every
nation in the world is over here.”

He’s equally concerned about
the French.

“I worked over on St. Pierre
and Miquelon for nine months in
1969. There were no draggers

The wharf at Peter’s River is built out from the side of the cliff and fish is
hoisted 50 feet from the boats below.

Cyril Gibbons completed this 18-foot skiff in about four weeks. It's used to

help empty the cod trap into the cod bag.

then. Now they've got three or
four of their own and Metropoli-
tan France is over here scooping
up our supply of fish. I'm talking
about the area 3PS and I don’t
want scientists telling me 3PS
isn’t our stock. They say that ours
is the northern cod, so why was it
the last two years the fish was a
failure right from Labrador down
to Trepassey and we had all the
fish we could catch? Because
most of our fish is from 3PS not
northern cod, that’s why. If the
French keep fishing 3PS I'm not
sure how many more good years
fishing we’ll have in St. Mary’s
Bay.”

Cyril explains the facts as he
sees them. He doesn’t sound bit-
ter although his life appears to

have been a hard one. He smiles
as he recounts his boyhood.

“I was 14 when I first went out
in the boat. We'd go out at 5 in the
morning. My father would wake
me. You might get a drink of
water. If you had time you might
put some molasses on a slice of
bread and take it with you to the
boat. You wouldn’t see any more
food until whatever time you got
in that night. My father always
got a lot of fish in a big trap, way
out. We'd be towing it in for a cou-
ple of hours and people would
come out in motor boats to see us
for fish and my father wouldn't
turn them away. He was that kind
of man. He had a great heart for
the next man even though they
delayed us from splitting the fish.
You'd probably have dinner
around 9 before you went to bed,
and if you split fish until 1 or 2,
then you might have a cup of

In those days the fishermen
worked for the merchant. Cyril
admits he’s not sure what kind of
language to use to describe the
relationship between fisherman
and merchant.

"“Let’s say he’ll never get a
prayer from me,” he says.

“They had the fisherman in a
bind. He had 'no money but he
needed oil clothes, rubbers,
rope—everything to get fish.
There was no other way to feed
your family, and besides that the
fisherman had no food. So he had
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