


ATTENTION CRAFT PRODUCERS

ccccccccccc cccccc
Are you aware of the Craft Development Programs available through
the Federal/Provincial Rural Development Subsidiary Agreement II?
These programs assist Newfoundland and Labrador craft producers in
developing and marketing quality craft products. Programs include finan­
cial and advisory assistance in the areas of:

CRAFT BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
PRODUCT DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT
WHOLESALE & RETAIL MARKETING
MARKET RESEARCH
PROMOTION

For further inormation, contact the Department of Rural , Agricultural
and Northern Development office nearest you.

Craft Section
Confederation Bldg.
West Block
St . John 's, NF
A1C 5T7
(709) 576·3190

Craft Section
Burden Building
70 Airport Blvd.
Gander, NF
A1V 1K6
(709) 256-3024/4225

Craft Section
8th Floor
Sir Richard Squires Bldg.
Corner Brook, NF
A2H 6J8
(709) 637-2232

Craft Section
Elizabeth Goudie Bldg.
P.O. Box 280
Station B
Happy Valley, Labrador
AOP 1EO
(709) 896·2400/3231

Province of Newfoundland and Labrador
Department of Rural , Agricultural and
Northern Development 1+ Government of Canada

Department of Regional
Industrial Expansion
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from the editor
The primary purpose of Decks Awash is to pro­

vide readers with interesting, informative copy not
readily available elsewhere. Most people read the
magazine to find out about Newfoundland and
Newfoundlanders and to learn about their own
communities. But some subscribers write to tell
us about other less obvious uses for the magazine.

One reader writes that he had been so interest­
ed in our Plum Point issue that he had taken his
family there to see things first hand . Another
writes that she had planned a trip to L'Anse aux
Meadows and found the 51. Anthony issue helped
in her travels. Yet anot her reported he is planning
a vacation tour of Newfoundland by using Decks
Awash . Radio and TV reporters often call to ask
if we have done a special section on a particular
area because they need background for a piece
they are producing. Politicians have ordered co­
pies that have covered their constituencies for ev­
ery member of the House of Assembly . Librarians
tell us they often use the magazine as the first
point of reference when people enquire about New­
foundlan d communities and issues. In fact , when
we ourselves are searching for information, a new

Table of Contents

Special Section _ 2
History , , " 3
the area today "., 2-1

Stag Har bour , 2-1
Llttle Seldom , 26
Selde m-Ceme-By , ,. 28
Island Har bour , , , 3-I
Deep Bay .. " " , 39
Fogo Island Central . . , . . . . . . "., . . . . .42
Fogo " . , , 46
Shoa l Bay , , .. , 59

librarian will inevitably present us with a relevan t
copy of Decks Awash.

For our part, we find the most gratifying re­
quests to be those lrom school children asking lor
information for school projects. Often they will ask
if we have information on. let 's say, a fire in
Glovertown, a shipwreck oIl St. Shotts, the inshore
fishery, Labrador crafts. etc . Wetry to answer a ll
requests or at least provide sources of infonnation.
Wehope we are of some help. particularly to those
pupils in more isolated areas who are often bused
to and from school a llowing few opport unities for
trips to libraries or other age ncies . From time to
time , a student will send an item for possi ble pub­
lication. Often such material is not suitable. This
time, however, we are proud to present an item by
Paula Pitcher from Burin Bay Arm . The work is
entirely Paula 's with only a few minor editorial
changes. Wecongratulate Paula and are ha ppy to
provide a vehicle for her work-yet another pur­
pose for Decks Awash.
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history

Fogo Island-an overview

The largest of Newfoundland 's offshore islands
(182sq. km or 110sq . roU, Fogo Island's rocky ,
indented coasUine provides limited shelter and is
difficult to navigate in bad weather.

The first reference is the Portuguese toy do fue­
go" or "island of fire " between 1516and 1522, said
to have been named for a Cape Verde Islands com­
munity by Cortereal on his voyage in 1500. It cer­
tainly appeared as Fuego on Verazzano's map of
15Z1and Ribeiro's of 1529.

The Portuguese word " fuego" means fire and
could refer to early forest fires or to the frequent
smoke-like fogs. Robert Mednis of Memorial
University's Geography Department suggested
forest fires were a frequent occurrence on Fogo
Island . There are documented records of large
fires in 1867, 1875 and 1896.

The island name became corrupted to "y del
Fogo" later. An English map of 1602showed it as
Fogo-probably as a result of several translations
into Spanish, French and English. A French map
of 1764shows Isles de Fougue, and a 1781French
map has it as Isle de Fogue-both likely transla-

Fogo
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tions of the original Portuguese. A 1729English
map showing Fogo Island as Gory Island-a name
also appearing on an Italian map of 1759--was like­
lya personal comment on the mapmaker's part.

Fogo Harbour, now part of Fogo, was a summer
settlement by 1680, and Joe Batt 's Arm and Barr'd
Islands were used as summer stations by fisher­
men from the west coast of England a little later.
In 1697Abbe Jean Baudoin reported a substantial
population on Fogo, and by the 17305 Fogo Island
and Twillingate were the northern limit of English
settlement. From these first settlements fisher­
men moved to Deep Bay, but Seldom-Come-By,
Little seldom, Wild Cove and Indian Islands were
settled much later-mostly by people from Con­
ception Bay in the early 18005.

Island residents caught 12,000quintals of fish in
1738, while English vessels caught only 7,000
quintals-at this time there were 143year-round
residents and 215in summer. Early settlement was
sporadic, but by 1759all but five of the 397 sum­
mer residents stayed over the winter. Cod catches
in the surrounding waters dropped from 31,000
quintals in 1738to 13,490quintals in 1757, but rose
again to 21,360 quintals in 1759and over 40,000quin­
tals in 1765and 1766.This may partly explain the
smaller number of year-round residents in the ear­
ly 1700s.

The Labrador fishery really began in 1760,and
supplemented the seal and inshore fisheries. Furs
were also important with 700furs sold in 1750(the
best year). salmon was less important but exports
were considerable-George Rowsell and his son
were salmon fishermen of note. Codcatches in the
17705were much lower with only 7,797quintals in
1785.This discouraged settlement so that by 1786
only 341 of the 483 summer residents stayed on.
However, the resident landowners had more chil­
dren and the population continued to grow. The
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more permanent nature of settlement a lso meant
that churches and schools could be built.

Fogo Island was an important base for sealing
and the Labrador fishery from the 17805. Both
salmon fishing and fur trapping also increased in
Notre Dame, Gander and Dog Bays to the west.
Fogo Island was also the area of most frequent
contact between Beothuks and white men -the last
record of a hostile Beothuk was in 1809when a
Michael Turpin of Tilting was sca lped at Sandy
Cove. By 1800there were close to 1,000people liv­
ing on Fogo Island. They included equal numbers
of Protestants and Roman Catholics, but by 1828
there were 2,828 Protestants and 669 Roman
Catholi cs, with most of the latt er in Tilting. By
1836, there were nine settlements and a population
of 1,414.

A second wave of immigration from Conception
Bay followed in the 18405 and 18505, and Cape Cove
and Island Harbour were established in the next
50 years. More settlements, mostly around Fogo
Harbour, were added by 1857 when there were 2,480
residents. By 1874, there were 18small communi­
ties with a total population of 3,500.

The Labrador fishery peaked in the next 30
years, but lumbering took over in the early 19005
with an increase from 26men in 1891 to 251in 1911.
In 1909,Coaker's Fishermen's Protective Union
was organized and set up its own Fishermen's Un­
ion Trading Company stores in several communi­
tie s . The 1911 population was 3,608 in 21

communities, but , despite a decline in the
Labrador fishery in the early 19205, it remained
steady with 4,095people living in 18communities.

In 1935, there were 2,191 Fogo Island fishermen
catching coo, 16 salmon fishermen. 11 lobster
fishermen and 5caplin fishermen. The total value
of the fisheries was estimated at $37,552,500 and
the various fisheries provided most of the 2,930
jobs on the island. Fifty -six schooners were still
operating in 1935,but there were 1,076dories and
769motorboats in the inshore fishery from 20com­
munities. By 1951, only 10communities remained
and the population had dropped well below 4,000
for the first time in 40 years.

As the fishery declined, many families began to
look at incentives offered in the Smallwood ad­
ministration's resettlement program. The greatest
number of applications to leave Fogo Island came
from Island Harbour, Stag Harbour, Seldom and
Little Seldom--48 out of 67, but there were appli­
cations from every community. Between 1957and
1967,14households from Cape Cove,WildCoveand
Lion's Den Cove moved , as did 16families on In­
dian Islands. Several families moved from Deep

Bay to Fogo and from sandy CovetoTilting. Those
who wanted to stay formed the Fogo Island Im­
provement Committee.

In the 1960s, the collapse of the Labrador fish­
ery, the commercial competition from I.ewisporte
and 'Iwillingate, problems in marine transporta­
tion and the imminent departure of Earle Sons and
Company necessitated an immediate solution. In
March 1967, a fisheries conference was held which
brought together people from all over Fogo Island.
The atmosphere of co-operation among the vari­
ous communities was strengthened by Memorial
University Extension Service's making of films
about the island, its people and problems. These
beeame part of the " Fogo Process " which focused
attention on shared problems and provided an
impetus to collective action culminating in the
start of an island-wide Fogo Island Shipbuilders
and Producers Ca.-operative. The constitution of
the Co-op was agreed on in December"967.

The Co-op started with 125members and $625in
share capital, 001, by 1968,il had 575members and
government aid to build a Jongliner shipyard at



Shoal Bay. Small boats operating gill nets a nd cod
tra ps could not ca tch enough fish to keep plants
operating, but Iongllners could fish further from
shore where fish were more plenti ful. By 1969 the
Co-op had assets of $100,000a nd sales of $300,000,
which rose to$1.5miUion in 1970. Its Seldom fish­
plant processed the inshore catc h, while the newly­
acquired Joe Batt's Arm plan t handled the Ion­
gliner catch.

The fishery showed some im provement in the
19705 an d Fogo Isla nd residents increased their
skills. In 1970, Canada Manpower sponso red a n
a-day sa ilfish skinning and deboning course, a nd
the 14participan ts also attended training courses
at the College of F isher ies . 'I\I,'o2O-day boa tbuild­
ing courses were also offered to 38 Fogo Island
residents .

Over half the best sa ilfish produced in 1mca me
from ~ogo Islan d. Salmon was less im porta nt,
lumpfish was growing and lobster was a minor
fishery. Production in 1969was:

While 1970produ ction was lower in quantity, values
rose from $305,975.57 to $392,395.21.

The sense of community that links all the resi ­
dents led to the founding of severa l newspapers in
the issos-aed 19705. The Fogo Star was produced
by the Fogo Island Improvement Comm ittee in
1968and early 1969, a nd th is was followed by the
Fogo Island Profile publi shed by the Reverend
Ivan Jespers on (rom June 1969to December 1971,
The Fogo Islander , published by the Fogo Island
Imp.rovement Committee. followed in May 1972,
but It cea sed publi cat ion when its edito r, Patrick
Mooney, left in June 1973.

Development was not without problems. While
the number of fishermen declined from 696in 1966
to 5Z1 by 1971, num bers of professional, skilled,
service aod labor em ployees remained fairly cons­
tant. The Co-op was near bankruptcy in 1972and
the longliner fishery was in trouble. This was seri­
ous because 32 longJiners accoonted for 200fISher­
men out of the 450 tota l. The shipyard had to be
closed in 1974af ter hav ing built more than 30 len ­
gliners. A debt res tructurin g program helped the
Co-op to survive. By 1980, asse ts had risen to $2
million and sales to nearly $5 million. By this time,

cod
flatfish
lumproe
salmon
lobster
herring
mackerel
seal pelts
cod tongues
cod oil & livers

5.919,976100.
350,000 100.
33,000 lbs.
28,000 Ibs.
6,824 100.

26,245 100.
20,560 100.

srr
5,493 Ibs .

5,130 gal s .

$254,554.45
15.750.00
3,331.00

14,134.56
6,775.93

524.90
411.20

5,663.00
846.53

3,984.00
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Looldng out towarda Hamilton Sound .

the Co-op was supplying a fifth of a ll sai lfish mar­
keted by the Canadian SaIlfish Corporation. When
the fishery again encountered problems in the
198Os, shareholders increased their investments
and rode out the cr isis. Catches have remained
high and over 1,000 active members ha ve more
than $1.5 million invested in the Co-op.

The longliner fleet is concentrated in the north­
ern part of the island and supplies the Joe Batt 's
Arm ~nd Fogo plants, while the inshore fishery
supplies the Seldom plant. Most business a nd serv­
ice establishments were built in the town of Fogo,
but a motel and regional school were built in the
centre of the island and a marine service centre
was constructed by Little Seldom . The total popu­
lation of Fogo Island in 1981was 4,056 in four in­
corporated and four unincorporated communities.

Transportation has always been a thorny issue
on Fogo Island, and the movement of people and
fish has always been a problem. The 8O-ft. Western
Explorer started a daily car ferry service between
seldom and Ca rma nville in 1962 and this en­
couraged completion of an island road system with
all communities linked by road by 1963. The 136-ft.
Fleur de 4's 11 went into service June 1973 to
replace the Fogo Transport . In 1982, the 130-ft.
Hamilton Sound began the run between Man
O'War Cove near Stag Harbour and Farewell near
Port Albert . The 172·ft. Beaumont Hamel was
built at Marystown shipyard and launched in
March 1985to take over from the Hamilton Sound.

The population in 19705was listed as 556Angli­
can , 271Roman Catholic and 214 United Church
plus a few of other denominations. Catalogue shop­
ping was very popular, and in 1m, 73 per cent of

.houses had a television set , but only 33 per cent
had a car or truck . By 1979there were eight set ­
tlements plus the central area. With fishplants in
Seldom, Fogo, Deep Bay, Joe Batt's Arm and Tilt ­
ing , fresh fIsh processing and freezing facilities
were planned for Fogo and Joe Batt 's Arm. These
facilities have been completed, together with a
modern laboratory in the central area. A new
regional elementary school will open in Septem­
ber 1987,

"
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The link to the mainland

Th. Be.umont H.",.,.Fogo IlIJand'. terry.

Fogo Island's ferry, the Beaumont Hamel, is a
7~lon, 53-meter roll-on, roll-ef! ferry with a
hydrauli c bow visor. Rated for manoeuvringin ice,
the Beaumont Hamel can carry 35 cars and 180

Indian Islands and Stag Harbour

The nam e Indian Islands was in memory of the
Beothuks who had set up camp and fished there
in summer. The setUement was founded in 1810by
William Cull of Fogo while employed by Governor
Holloway to locate any remaining Beothuks. Most
settlement by families from Conception Bay North
occurred in the 18505and 18605, and in 1874, the
population was 238. The 91 Wesleyan Church resi­
dents had buill a church and the 145Church of En ­
gland residents built theirs a few years later. One
merchant was listed for the community and one
vessel left for the seal fishery, but the inshore fish­
ery provided most landings with 2,7fr1quintals of
fish .

A school had been completed by 189t, when the
population was 337, but none of the 158 children
was in school during the census visit. A Iohster fac-

Stag Harbo ur vt..

Unloading at Man O'War Cove, Fogo Island

passengers. Built at the Marystow n Shipyard, she
took over the run between Farwell and Man O'War
Cove in March 1985.

St . Pete,'s Anglican Church

lory employing 1810eal res idents packed 200cases
of lobsters, and ""'00) production a t 355lbs. reflect­
ed the large number of sheep on the islands.

By 1911, the two communities of Perry 's Island
and South Side had a combined population of 372.
The 239 Methodists had two churches and the 133
Church of England resi dents one. There were also
two Methodist schools with 50 pupils and one
Church of England school with 19pupils . Six ves­
sels left for labrador with 36 men and brought
back 832 quintals of fish , but the inshore fishery
was more productive with ~,120 quintals of fish and
22 ba rrels of herring land ed . The four lobster fac­
tories employed 13 local residents and packed 53
cases.

The Pentecostal Church did not reach Fogo is­
land until some time after the first Pentecostal As-

J •



Stag H. rbo ur United Church

sembly in St. John's in 1911. The first church built
by Fogo Islanders was more than likely that on In­
dian Islands. Pentecostal families moved (rom In­
dian Islands to Stag Harbour and Seldom where
churches were built in the 19305.

Stag Har bour is the most recent settlement on
Fogo Island, Storms in the early 19205forced peo­
ple from Eastern Cove,Indian Islands, to stay over

.a t Stag Harbour where there was shelter. A saw­
mill was set up to harvest local timber. A few ta­
milies stayed but most returned to Eastern Cove.

A Lewisporte Pilot article, dated OCtober 4, 1m,
provides information on the move (rom Indian Is­
lands to Stag Harbour. Captain Cornelius Shep­
pard, born Eastern Cove 1902, fished on board the
J4.lon Carrie Steer which supplied fish to Steers
Brothers. The Sheppards also owned other ves­
sels: Mabel P , Silver Lake , New Havelock , Wand
J Fry, and Lady P. The family built wharves, a
stage and a store in Stag Harbour in 1920and
moved there when everything on Indian Islands
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was lost in two storms.
Nevertheless, by 1935, there were still settle­

ments on Indian Islands . South Side had 180main ­
ly Church of England residents operating three
schooners, 36dories and 44 motorboats, while Per ­
ry's Island had Il6mainly United Church residents.
In 1945the remaini ng families abandoned Indian
Islands and moved to Stag Harbour.

Co-operative "buying clubs" and consumers co­
operatives developed throughout Fogo Island in
the 19505, but only the one in Stag Harbo ur sur­
vived. In 1953, the popula tion was 267, and the 28
local fishermen landed 20,370lbs of lobster. Stag
Harbour's population dropped from 341 in 1966 to
321 in 1971 and 292 in 1976. The community has
shown some sign of growth since the relocation of
the Fogo Island ferry terminal from Seldom to
Man O'War Cove a mile (rom Stag Harbour.

The Anglican, United and Pentecostal Churches
all have churches in Stag Harbour which lies 0((

the road lrom the ferry terminal to Seldom . ~

F.lth T.bernacle, Stag H.rbour

NEWFOUNDLAND STUDIES
Newfoundl.nd Stud le. , a twice-yearly publ ication, invites SUbscriptions from institutions and a broad readersh ip interest ­
ed in the general fiek:I of Isla nd and Labrador studies. Wrinen in clear , non-tectlnical language. it presents the best contem­
porary inSight and SChOlarshipthrough essays on humane and human topics, histOriCal and modem, a well as in the sciences
and prolessionat area s. Special features inc lude a comprehensive annual bibliography, review articles, and an oocasionai
extra issue of texts and stud ies . Essay s are reviewed by independent specialist readers and are authofilative , up-to-date.
and lively .

ISSN 0823- 1737

Individual
Institu tion s

Mail form to :

NewfoUndland Studl..

Department of Eng lish

Memorial University

si . John 's , NF

Canada A1C 5S7

SUBSCRIPTION to Newfoundland StudIe.

1987: Two Numbers

$12 .00 Outsi de Cana da $ 17.00
$20 ,00 Outside Canada $25 ,00

Ship to:
Name _

Add,ess _

Posta l Code, _

(Pie ... mak e cheque payable to Newfoundland Stud Ie•• )



8 - DECKS AWASH

Little Seldom

Little Seldom-Come-By was first settled in 1857,
and soon became known as Little Seldom . By 1874,
the population was 81in 16Church of England and
Methodist families. The 20 local fishermen land­
ed 632quintals of fish and 16seals. The 1891popu­
lation of 104 was engaged in the Labrador and
inshore fisheries and in farming.

Nearby Cann's Island had 23Church of England
and Methodist residents in 1874, but just four
Methodist families remained in 1891when only 31
quintals of fish were landed and 64 lbs. of wool
produced. Only one family of nine remained to
man the lighthouse in 1911, and the island did not
a ppea r in the 1935census.

By the 18705 Methodism was well established on

The view fro m Uttle seldom with Hamilton Sound and the
St l1llgh t Shore visible In the background.

Seldom-Co me-By

The original name on Sir Charles Hamilton's
maps was Seldom-Go-By, which may refer to
the difficulty of navigating to the south of Fogo Is­
land or tothe fact that few schooners sailed along
Fogo's southern shore without staying in the
sheltered harbor overnight. It is not known when
the change was made to Seldom-Come-By,

There was a Church of England school listed
from the early 18005but no church or cemetery,
so in 1760when the first person reported to have
died at Seldom was buried at Tilton Harbour. The
community was first listed in the 1836census.

By t874, Seldom-Come-By had a population of
234,including 133Church of England, 85 Wesleyan
and 16 Roman Catholic members, but only the
Wesleyans had a church. The community's two
.mercha nts handled 2,357 quintals of fish and 219
seals, and local sawmills produced 6,000board feet
of lumber.

The 1883log of HMS Foam records the settle­
m ents having a population of 100, six schooners,
four skiffs, 20 small boats , six salmon nets, six
tr a ps, but without a magistrate, doctor or consta-

Fogo I. hln d Marine Centre, Little Seldo m
Fogo Island and there was a school at Little sel­
dom. Never a large community, by 1911, its .popu­
lation dropped to 38in six famili es . The Methodist
school had room for 25pupils , but no children were
present during the census visit. By 1935, the popu­
lation was 62,and the local fishermen had just one
dory and four motorboats. Milk production,
however, reached 5,900 gallons.

Resettlement from Indian Islands increased the
population of Little Seldom to 141residents in 1966,
but there were only 109residents in 1971. Although
separated by several miles, the community de­
pends on Seldom for churches and stores. The re
is, however, a marine centre located beside the
gravel road linking Little seldom toStag Harbour.

ns

The western shore lit Seldom-eome-By

ble. This seems very low as the 1891census listed
223 residents in 45 families. Three lobster facto­
ries, employing 70residents, packed 600cases. The
Church of England had built a church and there
was a school for 30 pupils.

By 1911, the population had increased to 296,and
the Methodist and Church of England schoo ls



St. AugustIne's Anglican Church

together had 90 pupils. The 70 fishermen landed
699quintals of fish, while two Labrador schooners
brought back 260quintals. The three lobster fac­
tories employed 17people, but packed only 57cases
of lobsters. Local residents picked 104gallons of
small fruits.

Seldom 's harbor is easy to navigate but is locat­
ed away from the main fishing routes, which ex-

Wild Cove

Wild Cove, which was settled at the same time
as Seldom, had a population of 32,all members of
the Church of England in 1874.Inshore fishermen
landed 250 quintals of fish and 26 seals. By 1891,
there were 59 residents. About half the men were
already working at lumbering, and the Labrador
fishery catch of 500quintals of fish was three times
that of the inshore fishery.

The population had increased to 88 by 1911, and
there was a Church of England school with 40
pupils. The inshore fishery landed 245quintals of
fish and 88barrels of herring, but the one Labrador
schooner came back with just 50 quintals of fish.

By 1935, only 51 residents remained, and the
community was abandoned in 1945.An old road
through the woodsleads to Wild Cove, but very lit­
tle remains of what was a thriving settlement.

nI
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plains why it was little used after the early days.
One schooner still operated from the community
in 1935,but Seldom's population was down to 271
and only two businesses remained. The Fogo Is­
land ferry and better roads, however, made it a
good place to process fish. A plant was built in the
1950& to serve Stag Harbour and Seldom by tak­
ing inshore cod from the sum~er fishery. A salt­
fish plant was opened by the provincial
government shortly after Confederation, but it
only provided service to the southern part of the
island.

By 1971the populalion had grown to 536, but, hy
1976,the total population of Seldom and Little Seld­
om was only 522. Many fishermen left in the 19605
and the CtHJptook over the fishplant. A small cut­
ting line was installed for filleting flounder, grey­
sole and turbot, and markets were established in
Montreal, Thronto and Boston. Other improve­
ments included a new ice machine in 1971, two salt­
fish dryers, and a new water and sewer system.
Road and wharf improvements followed. Barr'd
Islands, Fogo, Deep Bay, Island Harbour and Stag
Harbour inshore fishermen now send their catches
to the Seldom fishplant. "'
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Island Harbour

Island Harbour was first settled in 1857, the same
year as nearby Blackhead Cove which was aban­
doned in 1911. Many of the first settlers were Ir­
ish, but later settlers were mostly English. The
1874 census listed 51people with all but one fami­
ly Church of England. The 15fishermen landed 365
quintals of fish from eight inshore boats. By 1891,
the population had increased to 114in 24families ,
with 69 Roman Catholics, 37 Church of England
and 8 Methodists. The Roman Catholic school had
space for 50 pupils, but none of the 38 children list­
ed for the community was in school during the
summer. The nearby Church of England commu­
nities of Paine's Harbour-settled in 1884and a
mile to the north of the main area of settlement­
and Black Head Covetogether had four fishing fa­
milies .

Paine 's Harbour became part of Island Harbour

Deep Bay

Originally called Hare Bay but renamed after
1956toavoid confusion with Hare Bay in Bonavis­
ta Bay, Deep Bay was settled by English settlers
in the early 1800s. Seary records a William
Hartetbin in 1841, a Jane Kennedy in 1847and a
James Nippard in 1857. In 1845 there were 23
Church of England settlers, including eight fisher­
men with one sealing vessel. By 1857the popula­
tion had grown to 70,and several Roman Catholic
families arrived to increase it to 107 in 1869.
Loven's Newfoundland Directory listed Coates,
Cole, Downer, Eason, Harbin, Kennedy, Mullens,
Nippard, Painter, Snowand Waterman families in
1871. The 1874census showed 103people in 17main­
ly Church of England families, and Hare Bay was
described as a fine anchorage and fishing area.

There was a Church of England school in Deep
Bay by 1891, and the Good Shepherd Anglican
Church was added later. The inshore cod.fishery
was the main activity for the 107residents. Five

New buildIngs can be found alongside olde' stores In I.
land Hal'bou,; several buildings are constructed on stilts.

in 1901, but Blackhead Covewas still listed as hav­
ing 14residents in two families in 1911. At the same
time, Island Harbour's population was 113in 26fa­
milies , and there was a new Church of England
school with 11pupils . TWo schooners left the com­
munity for Labrador, while the inshore fishery
landed 632quintals of fish and the two lobster fac­
tories packed Zl cases. By 1935, the population had
increased to 2CJ7 comprising 36 Roman Catholic,
Church of England and United Church families ,
but the fishery had declined .

In 1953, there were 260 residents, including 48
fishermen who landed 13,511 lbs. of lobster. Many
men fished a t Little Fogo Islands and sold their
fish at Change Islands. Island Harbour had 268
residents in 1966. This increased to 331in 1971, but
dropped hack to 289 in 1976. 1"1

Good Shepherd Anglican Church

fishermen went to Labrador on vessels from Fogo,
and the inshore fishery landed 134quintals of fish,
15 barrels of her ring and 70 seals. The situation
was a littl e bett er in 1911, when the 87 residents



landed 392quintals of fish worth $2,004. A Church
of England school had been huilt and had 10pupils.

The Labrador fishe ry and sea l hunt continued
unlilihe 1930s. Alihough ihere were had years, ihe
inshore fishery remained the ma instay in Deep
Bay. All 25 families worked in the fishery in 1935.
In 1952, 35 fishermen landed 5,000 lbs . of salmon
and 4,362100.of lobster. The salmon was sold to
Notre Dame Fisheries at Comfort Cove.

In 1951ihe population was 148, but dropped to lOG
in 1956. Deep Bay was the last community to be
linked by road in the 1960s. Although 10families
left the community, mainly to move to Fogo be­
tween 1966 and 1975, Deep Bay 's population had
rise n to ISO by 1976. Deep Bay had a mote l and a
K-7 sc hool in the 19705, but both have now closed.
A co-o p was started, and in 1978Notre Dame Bay
F ishe ries ope ned a fishplant. This is now operat-

Fogo

Fogo is surrounded by rocky headlands and pro­
tected by a string of islands and shoals which
make navigation dilficull in fogand rough weaiher.
seal Cove to the west provides an alternative an­
chorage and shelter, with a deeper harbor. It is
much easier to navigate than Fogo 's harbor, but
both are frozen over from January to April. North­
eas t winds often block the harbor with ice until late
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ed by ihe FOgoIsla nd Co-Opera tive Society Limit­
ed as a collec tor plan t. l1

May. Just how difficult it is to enter Fogo harbor
can be gauged by the detailed directions to
mariners provided by surveyor Thomas Smith in
1826:

This harboor is very secure wiih good an­
cho rage in any part above the harbour
rock. It has two tides and can be entered
with any wind but from south to south-

TerraTransport
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St. Andrew's Anglican church, Fogo.

west. 'Ib enter the eastern tickle border
on Ragg's Island and keep the extreme
of Fogo Head nearly open off Lane's Is­
land until Gappy's Island opens off
Simms Island. You will then clear the
shoals off Pilley's Point. 'Ib avoid the har­
bour rock bring Slade and Cox's flag staff
on with the eastern chimney of their
dwelling house.

Brimstone (Fogo) Head is such a prominent
landmark that it was claimed as one of the four
corners of the earth by the Flat Earth Society. Be.
lievers claimed that you were gone if you jumped
off the side of Brimstone Head. There is also a sto­
ry that a piece of lead lowered into a hole on Brim­
stone Head will get burnt off. The story continues
that anyone trying the experiment will always
return to Fogo to die. The headland also lends its
name to the annual festival.

Fogo was first settled in 1697when a poor shore
fishery forced Newfoundland fishermen north. The
Earle family came from Poole, Dorset, and John
Earle died at Fogo, November I, 1678.Long before
this, it was used by Beothuks and as a summer
fishing station by French, Spanish and Portuguese
fishermen. Thomas Farrell found the tomb of a
Beothuk Indian at Fogo in 1887(reported in the
TwillingateSun November 5,1887). The body was
found at the base of a cliff covered with finely sewn
birchbark. The tomb was covered. with large flag­
stones resting on its smooth walls. This discovery
indicated Becthuks bad at least frequented the
area some time before this.

Despite its being on the French Shore, Fogo was
settled by the English, and there was already a
large year-round population by 1728,when a cen­
sus listed 215people (about half servants) in sum­
mer and a winter population of 143.The 21families
produced 19,000 quintals of fish, seal oil worth $220
and furs worth $550.Early residents came from
the English West Country, but several Bonavisla
families moved to Fogo in 1732.By 1738,Fogo had
a resident population of 200 plus 220 migratory
fishermen. Irishmen from Waterford arrived by
1750,some moving to Tilting.

The community grew to,a point where it became

the victim of French military and American
privateers in the 17505-17705. A naval officer was
sent to recruit a militia in 1771 and six guns were
placed to defend the harbor. settlement increased
after 1783,when Slade and Company Limited es­
tablished. their business.

In 1803the population was 450,and by 1836,it bad
grown to 588. An influx of Conception Bay fisher­
men in the 18305and 18405added several smaller
settlements and increased Fogo's population to as
high as 976 by 1869.

The Church of England was active on Fogo Is­
land in the 1700s,but church records do not exist
before 1841because they were sent to the main­
land. Records for St. Andrew's at Fogo indicate a
christening in 1841:Thomas and Emma, children
of Thomas and sarah Easton. The first marriage
ceremony recorded by St. Andrew's was in 1850.
John Slade died in 1847 and was buried in the
cemetery, where other tombstones include those
of Banks, Bennett, Boone, Brown, Coates, Hodges,
Jackson, Nippard, Randell, Simms, Skinner, Tiz­
zard and Waterman. The most common family
names listed by Lovell in 1871 were Downer, Dwyer,
Farrell, Ludlow, Oake, l.eyle, Pickett, Paine, Ran­
dell, 'Ibrrvill and Waterman.

The Wesleyan Church was established on Fogo
Island shortly after its expansion in Conception
Bay North, One of the more dramatic advances
of Methodism in Newfoundland was reported from
Twillingate and Fogo where numbers increased.



Ou' lady of th e Snows Roman Catholic Church, Fogo.

from 45 in 1836 to 1026 in 1884. Missionary
preachers visited Fogo during tours of Notre
Dame Bay, and special efforts were made to lo­
cate any surv iving Beothuks without success~

Fogo and Change Islands became a separate
mission in 1863under the Reverend Thomas Fox.
The first baptisms reported were in september
1863:Emeline, daughter or Robert and Ann Burt;
Mahalia, daughter or Steph en and Maria Abbott ;
Martha, da ughte r of Elia s and Selina Mouland ;
William , son of J . and Amy Abbott ; and Jane,
daughter of James and Ann Abbott . These were
all at the church in Fogo.

The Roman catholic Church dates Irom the late
17505 when families arrived from Waterford in
Ire land.

Lion's Den, two miles to the west of the harbor,
esta blished in 1836, and Eastern Tickle, estab­
lished in 1857, were abandoned in 1945. Back Cove,
Seal Cove and Lock's Cove,established in 1874, and
Sarge nt's Cove,settled in 1891, are all par t of Fogo.
The tota l Fogo population in 1874was 1,158. The
Church of England's 710residents had at least one
churc h and two schools, while the 262 Roman
Catholics and 186Wesleyans each had at least one
churc h a nd a school. Fogo was a very prosperous
com munity with twodoctors, seven merchants. 22
mechani cs and 164fishermen. Two large schoon­
ers fished the Labrador, and the inshore fishery
landed 7,215quintals of fish and 1,550seals. The

~rior of Our Lady of the Snows R~n Catholic church,
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adjoining communities added 4,820quintals of fish
and 399 seal s. Fogo a lso had 10 factories produc­
ing items such as oil clothes and ironwork .

The Direc tory of Newfoundland, 11f77 showed
South Islands had 30planters, North Island 16and
Fogo 18. Many of the families were the same as
listed in 1871. Fogo became less important in the
Labrador and Notre Dame Bay fisheries later on,
but the 1891 census listed 1,I33-about half of them
in Fogo Harbour. The various communities sent
29 schooners to the Labrador fishery, which
brought back 4,600quintals of fish, while the in­
shore fishery accounted for 2,515quintals of fish,
68barrels of herring, and 205seals. Fogo also had
a lobster factor y, which employed 22 men and
packed 400cases. Butter and wool production was
enough to accommodate the growing population.

By 1911, Fogo was divided into Fogo North , with
a population of 263 in Church of England and
Methodist families, and Fogo South , with 532 in
Church of England, Roman Catholic and
Methodist families. Fogo South had three

United Church, Fogo

churc hes, Roman Catholi c and Methodist schools
and a courthouse, while Fogo North had a 12O-pupil
Church of England school. In addition, Seal Cove,
Back Cove, Sargent's Cove, Eastern Tickle and
Lion's Den added a further 4.22 residents and a
17-pupil Church of England school in Eastern Tick­
le. The Labrador fishery had declined with only
twovessels and 800quintals of fish landed, but the
inshore fishery remained important with 7,118
quintals of fish. A lobster factory in Fogo South had
just four employees and packed 22 cases.

The Methodist Monthly Greeting of March 1924
reported the February 4, 1924 death of the
Reverend William Seeley Mercer, a United Church
minister who arrived at the Fogo Mission in 1922.

He had spent Sunday at the Seldom ­
Come-By appointment, and on Monday
morning at 10 o'clock undeterred by the
storm, he started for his home in
Fogo....After a jour ney of eight miles in
the blinding snowstorm, he reached wi­
thin a mile of his home and loved ones,
and then overcome by the fierce blas ts,
he was found by the search-party, in the
pure white snow...
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Old Fisherman'. Union Hall, Fogo

The main road into Fogo has a signboard for
Mercer Memorial Drive at the spot where he died.

Fogo was known for more than just the fishery.
Mary Anne Duggan (nee Chafe ) was one of the
most famous entertainers in Newfoundland from
1907until the 19305. Johnny Burke, who knew real
talent when he saw it, paid her $65 a week (a vir­
tual forlwlein thesedays ) to ensure she performed
for him . She also sang songs from the wings dur­
ing silent movies .

By 1935, Fogo had a populalion of 1,037, and
Lock's Cove,Eastern Tickle and Lion's Den added
a further 129. Most fishermen owned dories and
motorboats and there were only three schooners
operating out of Fogo. The population remained
steady as Lewisporte and Twillingate took over
some of Fogo's commercial role in the 19405 and
1950s .

The Glencoe and Clarenville operated as coastal

WE HAVE LOCATIONS
THROUGHOUT

NEWFOUNDLAND

The Paint Shop

boats from May to early January, but schooners
carried most of the bulkier goods, and there were
also small passenger boats to Lewisporte. Freight
was unloaded in the fall for transshipment to
Barr'd Islands, Joe Bait 's Arm and Tilling . In
winter, mail was brought in by planes landing on
a nearby pond. Patrick Miller, who owned a
schooner for coal and general cargo, had a wharf
at Little Harbour, where another merchant, John
Baker, also had a wharf.

In 1953there were 115fishermen (111fishing for
cod, 17for salmon and 20for lobster ) with 96boats,
34 cod traps, 629lobster traps, 13salmon nets, 12
herring nets, and a mackerel seine. Cap lin, her ­
ring and squid were caught for hait. In 1953 the cod
ca tch was esti mated at about 5,000quintals with
5,000lbs. of sa lmon , 3,677Ibs. of lobster, and 793
sea ls landed.

There were two fish exporting companies in the
19505and 19605, and Newfoundland and Labrador
Export Company had a large retail store with 16
year-round employees and 55 in summer. The ISO
fishermen from Fogo, Hare Bay, Island Harbour,
Stag Harbour and Change Islands supplied it with
fish. All fishing supplies came from S1. John's .

Earle Sons and Company had a cannery, a salt­
fish operation and a store. Their fishermen were
from Fogo, Barr'd Islands, Joe Batt 's Arm and
Tilting . A canning factory opened in 1946to can
caplin for caUood (sold at 12cents a can in cana­
da and the USA). Partridgeberries. hakeapples
and bluebe rries were all important cas h crops.
The Newfoundland-Labrador Export Company
ceased business in 1958, as did Henry Ea rle and
Sons in 1966. Business failures in the 19605were
high beca use there was no one to take over what
were still esse ntia lly family businesses.

A cottage hospita l promised in 1945was built in
1952. It had eight beds-the one doctor and two
nurses were reportedly kept very busy. Lighting
at that time was by diesel and gas generators or
windchargers.

An idea of what life was like at that time has

Bunon d. algned by M'ch..' Hown and Shlanne Colll na
two g~ 2 stu dent&.



been provided by one of the more well-known
Earles-Canon George Earle who was born in
Change Islands in 1914 and moved with his family
to Fogo in 1928. One of the 10 children of Fred
Earle, George worked for Earle Sons and Compa­
ny in Fogo until 1931 when he attended Memorial
College and became a teacher. After teaching in
White Bay and Fogo Island he studied theology to
become a Church of England priest in 1939. He
later became provost of Queen's College and re­
tired in 1979-during this time he wrote "Come
Home to Old Newly " in 1966.

Canon Earle related in a newspaper article how
cold it could get on Fogo Island in fall and how his
brother-in-law had to endure a business trip to
Fogo in the last week of October in the 195Os:

"He nearly froze to death the first night,
having been used tocentral heating in the
great city of St. John 's. But my father
never lit the hall stove till the first of
November no matter what the weather
was like-it would be a waste of fuel, es­
pecia lly hard coal."

Oil was anothe r precious commodity on Fogo Is-
land. As Canon Earle pointed out :

"You always screwed down the lamp if
leaving the room for a short time or
doused it when no longer needed. Saving

Businesses

The first merchant was a member of a large
Poole family-John Slade. He arrived some time
before 1760 and died in 1792. The Poole merc han t
house of Slade and Company became the major
commercial force around Notre Dame Bay in the
17805, and the company encouraged new settle­
ments at Lion's Den, Hare Bay and Shoal Bay.

While John Slade and Company were the largest
merchants, there were several other merc hants in

'Fogo at the sa me time. Thomas Per kins and
Jeremiah Coghlan of Bristol set up Per kins and
Coghlan some time before 1764and were listed for
Fogo in Inl. Coghlan was eventua lly appointed
Naval Officer for Fogo in 1769 and was in compe­
tition with the Slades before going bankrupt in
1782. Accordin g to W.S. Gosling, Coghla n had two
ships arriving eac h year from England with 140
men .

The Fr ench had one ship at Fogo in the late
1760s-probably more for nuisance value to under­
line their Fren ch Shore righ ts. A grea ter problem
for mer chan ts was the attention paid their ships
by American pr ivateers.

The Slade business split in 1792,when Thomas
Slade went into partnership with William Cox of
Poole- a cousin. The Slades carried on a fair
amount of business with Hart and Eppes in St.
John 's in the late 17005, but were in compe tition
with S1.John's and Har bour Grace merchants in
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as much oilas possible was a rule of life."
The Reverend Ivan J esperson ar rived as the

United Church minister at Fogo in 1968. With his
wife Mollie, he set about keeping islanders in­
formed about their commun ities every month in
The Fogo Island Profile.

In 1967, the Fogo Island Shipbuilders and
Producers Co-operati ve was formed with its
main office at Joe Batt's Arm. The Co-op did,
however,build a wharfand shore facilities at Wig­
wam Point, Fogo, in 1972. In 1971there were 561
people in Fogo: 85 fishermen, 26 clerks, 12
teachers, 68laborers. There were 150houses on the
east side of the cha nnel and 120on the west.

The prese nt 81.Andrew's Anglican Church was
built in 1910 and includes stained-g lass windows
and some intricate wooden panelling, Our Lady of
the Snows Roman ca tholic Churc h is a small
green-and-w hite church with a pea ked tower. Its
oak pewsprovide a modern addi tion to the interi­
or.The schoolhouse next door was built in 1888 and
had 47pupils in the next year. The Gospel Hall ar ­
r ived quite recently on Fogo Island with its sole
church in Fogo. The Revere nd J ohn Currie of the
United Church had a narrow escape in Decembe r
1977. He was rescued from his car in which he had
become tra pped afte r going off the road and
breaking through the ice on a pond. II

Bleake House, Fogo, was the principal IIImily r8lUdence 01
the Earles and Is under restoration. It wa. built In 1816.

the early 18005 and gradually sold their companies
to other merchants. Charles Edmonds took over
Thomas Slade's role in 1848 and eventually sold out
to William Coxand Company which continued un­
til 1860 when it was taken over by William Water­
man . The John Slade branch was bought out by
John Owen, and Owen and Earle started a busi­
ness in the late 18605,

Muir and Duder were operating in Fogo by the
1850s- Edwin Duder ran the business alone later
but his brothers John and Charles Duder operat­
ed it while he was in S1.John's. The Duder family
came from Kingsherswell, England, and had in-
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exterior has been ies!?red.and the townof/!,o8~'
is awaitingmoniesfrom a federal programtt)com­
plete theinterior. II

even­
uisl­
been'

boughfby toM Ow~. fie hired as bookkeepera
yoongscl109I!\l8cher, Henry Earle. who became
branc~,rnanagTI.' at FOgo, His grandfather. John
Earle,was born inAshburton.Devon.fn t7~2j and
his rather.Henry, moved toS!. John 's. Henryhim­
s~l( moyed to Fogo in 18~7 , His brother Harold'.
twosons,Brian and.Austin,.cwned51per cent of
Earle Sons and Company with 16 other Earle
descendants"owning. the: 'remainder. A brother.

tended tocarryon to QoebeC, 101867, other Fogo
merchants listedincJude4GeorgeAshbourne and
lWbert&ott. The 1877Dtrectory oiNewfoondJand
had threemerchants listedin Fogo: Kenneth cart­
er,.Tho"",, Hodgeand RObertScott ; twoio Sooth
J.laod,:Henry '!>arteand WIlliam Lethbridge;

"'111iam Baird. R.O.
Presfun ,Josepb '!bbln
eady was'a merchant
rioIn 187' ,J.W. llodge

b<>ught theJoe Batt's ArmprerrusescrJohn Slade
in l89S.

Shoal Bay

Shoa l Bay, which is now administratively part
of Barr'd Islands-Joe Batt 's Arm, was esta blished
in 1857. It was never a large community, although
in 1874 there were 88 residents, mainly members
of Church of England families. By 1891, the popu­
la tion was down to 58, 48 of them Church of En­
gland and 10 Methodist, and the 15 fishermen
landed just 198quintals of fish. The population had
increased to91in 1911, when the ChW'Ch of England
school had 11pupils. Fish landings had increased
to 5t9 quintals ($2,685).

The population remained steady at 96in 1935, but
fishing was of mi nor importance. There was,
however, a small herring factory supplying Notre
Dam e Fisheries. Most of the 16fishermen in 1953
fished off Little Fogo Islands. The population re ­
mained steady until 1971 when it dropped to 63.

j

Shoa l Bay resident Stewa rt Godwin , 52, has bee n fis hing
.Ince he was 14. In all, he apent alx years f lahlng on len ­
gllners but flnallv returned to .mall bo. ... .," waa all right,
but It was the fellow tha t owned the boa t that wa. mak ing
the money," he aaya. Alth ough he lIahea alone, hla son
Jason. 12, helps when he'a not In .chao !.

The major activity at Shoal Bay in the late 19605
and early 19705 was a shipbuilding yard construct-

St. Simon 'a Angllc.n Church, Shoal Bay. OrigI nally It waa ed with the aid of provincial government Finane-
the communtty .chao!. ing and the help of the Newfoundland Co-operative



Services. In 1968, construction began on four len­
gliners subsidized by the provincial government.
Fishermen deposited $100with the Co-op, paid the
Co-op10per cent and took out a loan for 20per cent
from the Fisheries Loan Board . Nineteen lon­
gliners were built in the first four years-these
were between 45-58 ft. and cost from
$4O,()()()..$90,(XXl Some were built for buyers in Rose
Blanche, Coules Island, Bay de Verde and Har­
bour Grace.

In the lirst year, the Co-op paid out$36,466.83 lor

Barr'd Islands

This is the second oldest settlement, dating back
to the early 17005 when fishermen from Poole, En­
gland , and Waterford, Ireland, visited Fogo Island.
The name may have come from the long barrier
ridge of islands forming the harbor and acting as
a breakwater. One island has houses on it and is
joined to the main settlement by a small wooden
bridge. Settlement was made at Barr'd Islands be­
cause it was closer to the northeast coast fishery.
Early settlers were from Poole, Dorset, but the
first Roman catholic families from Waterf ord,
Ire lan d, arrived in the 17505.

The firs t permanent se ttlers were listed in
1802-S1ade and Company ledgers show 11 men
fishing there, with three fishing families, those of

ErIc.nd Gertie HMCoek of e.rr 'd t.J.nda.,. both tlsMt'­
men ope,..t1ng •~ boat, and a amall uwmill.
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local labor and $3,971.00 for tim ber. Sa les totall ed
$183,000 and ther e was a profit of $903.57which
went into a contingency reserve . In the second
year, sa les totalled $145,663, but they dropped in
1970.The Co-op a lso provided a saw mill se rv ice
at the shipyard with limited success. The yard
closed in 1974after having built over 30longline rs,
but a saw mill st ill exis ts in the community which
also has a buildin g supplies and hardware store
and a grocery and clothin g store.

J ohn Cull, James Forster and Willia m Primmer.
Slade and Company were the local me rcha nts un­
til 1830when fishermen dealt with James Rolls.
The population increa sed from 208 in 1857to 298
in 1874, when there were 54Church of England fa­
milies . Barr'd Islands bad a Church 01 England
school lrom the ea rly days , althougb no children
were in school during the census, and the Church
0151.Jobn the Evangelist was consecrated in 1853.
At least three vessels went sealing from the com ­
munity, and a total of 450seals were landed, along
with 2,570 quintals of fish. There was also a saw­
mill in operation with 12,000board feet of lumber
listed in the 1874census.

The population was up to 403 in 88 families in
1891. A third of the residents were Methodists,
while the remainder belonged to the Church of
Engl and-both had a church in the community
and there was one school listed, although none of
the 147children in the community was shown in
attendance. The Labrador fishery landed 432quin­
tals of fish from five schooners, but the commu­
nity was more dependent on the seal fishery, with
233seals landed, and the inshore lishery, with 1,665
quintals of fish and 88 barrels of herring report­
ed . Only two cows were listed for the community
in 1891, but 300 Ibs. of butter were produced­
sugges ting very high production or some hidden
livestock. Other listings of 47 sheep, 135pigs and
104 fowl were more in keeping with the size of the
community.

There was now one merchant in the community
after 1883wben Heory Earle and Company 01Fogo
bought out James Rolls and were merchants for
thesettlement unlill967 . The populalioo remained
steady in the first ball 01 the 19OOs, althougb many
fishermen moved with their families to Birchy Bay
and Lewisporte and became involved in logging.
There were 453 res idents in 108families in 1911,
wben the Chureb 01England scbool bad 42 pupils .
The 172 lis herm en landed 2,672 quintals 01 fish
worth $l8,524--third in valueto JoeBatt 's Ann and
Til ling .

The Union Trading Company store was estab­
lished in 1920and was still active until the early
1980s.Lobster and herring were caught along with
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ecnsumers CO-Op opened a nd opera ted for nearly
20 years. In 1953, there were 413 inhabitants, 81 of
them fishermen with 15cod tr aps . Earle Sons and
Company and the Co-operative Societ y both had
businesses in Barr'd Islands at that time.

In 1966,the population of Barr 'd Islands was 274,
and it rose slightly to 288 in 1971. By 1976, it was
joined with Joe Batt's Arm, but its population had
decreased to 188as families moved off Fogo Island.
Barr'd Islands had lobster fishermen, small-boat
fishermen and lcngliners, and some lumbering in
1981, when the population was 280.

The Mercer Memorial United Churc h was built
between the communities of Barr 'd Islands and
Joe Batt's Arm in memory of the Reverend wn­
liam S. Mercer who died in a snowstorm in 1924.
The church, which took several yea rs to complete
and was opened in 1952,is built of stone. A similar
Anglican church begun at the same time was not
completed. The community of Barr'd Islands con­
sists of houses spread out along the shoreline and
separated by gardens and lanes. It

cod , but lan dings had dro pped by 1935, when the
popul a tion was 471 in 103 Anglican and United
Churc h families. Farming was, however, quite Im­
por ta nt with 2,229gallons of mil k, 55lbs. of butter
a nd 1,360dozen eggs produced. This may have in-
fluenced the founding of the rceno Co-op Society TheMefCef'Memorial U"ited Church lit Barr'd Islandis built
Lim ited in 1946. Five years later, the Bardland with stone.

Joe Batt's Arm

The community is said to have been founded in
1712, but the origin of the name goes back to 1763.
The name supposedly came from the brother-in­
law of James Cook, Joe Batt, who deserted Cook's
ship in 1763and moved to Fogo in 1765.Littl e is
knownabout him, although he is presumed to have
tra pped {or furs along the Gander River. A rough
coffin dug up during excavations {or a fishp lant in
1943 contained a skeleton wearing a large pair of
leather seaboots. Residents believe this to have
been Joe Ba tt . The name has always caused a cer­
tain amount or amusement. The English magazine
Punch pri nted a Newfoundland ad without corn­
ment under the heading "Wanted: a Nurse for Joe
Batt's Ann"-there is no record of the response.

Grepe 's Cove had two families and a sawmill in
1857. but the community does not appear again in
an y census. Joe Batt's Arm population remained

steady throughout the 18005. By 1874,there were
569 residents, which made it the second largest
community after Fogo. The community had 324



Church of England, 213 Roman catholic and 32
Wesleyan Church residents, but only a Roman
catholic Church was listed in the census, although
the firsl Church of England church had been built
in 1849and then used as a school in Joe Batt's
Arm. Joe Batt's Arm was also important enough
to attract a doctor, and the 1877Direetory ct New­
foundJand listed nine planters: Charles Brett,
Robert Brett, Thomas Brown , John Burke, Miles
Burke, Michael Donohue, Matthew Hamilton,
Michael Higgins and John Jacobs.

A second Church of England church was built
in 1880and served the communities of Shoal Bay,
Barr'd Islands and Joe Batt's Ann until a fire des­
troyed it in 1928.By 1891,there were two schools

c.bIM1 contlllning V-" with c.rwd Inltl.l. ~n by JoMph,
Stephen end 'MIlt.r Jecobs.nd their compllnlon. Frencl.
Pomeroy who we,. I~ on the Ice 7 April 1917.
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with 80 pupils. The 289Church of England and 45
Methodist residents shared their churches with
Barr'd Island residents . seven schooners left for
Labrador and returned with 1,848quintals of fish.
The inshore fishery landed 2,713quintals of fish,
84 barrels of herring and 185seals-second only
to Fogo in importance.

By 1911, all three main denominations in the
community had churches and schools, and there
was a lighthouse and the island's only telegraph
office. The inshore fishery landed 4,748quintals of
fish worth $24,009for the highest catch on the is­
land , but 32householders listed lumbering as their
main activity. The replacement for the Anglican
Church of St. John the Evangelist destroyed by fire
in 1928was started immediately but not complet-

ed until 1957. A tower was added in 1963.
There was an increase in population in the 1930s

and 19405when residents of Little Fogo Islands
resettled in this and neighboring communitJes.
The 1935population was 929 in 199families-just
behind Fogo and more than twice that of any other
community on the island. Seven schooners, 203
dories and 103motorboats fished out of the com­
munity, which had four businesses. Farming was
an important activity. In 1935Joe Batt's Arm had
55 cattle, 162 sheep, 334 pigs, 102 goats and 674
poultry , and the community produced 4,655gallons
of milk, 930 lbs. of butter and 2,100dozen eggs­
second only to Fogo.

A bait depot was built in 1933and by 1941there
were over 60cod traps and 250cod nets. Four years
later, there were 96cod traps, 448cod nets and 1Z7
fishing stages in Barr'd Islands and Joe Batt's
Arm . By 1953,there were 950 people living in Joe
Batt's Arm, of whom 175were fishermen who land­
ed 1,250100of salmon. The cod fishery was very
important in the community. Fishery Products
Liroited closed their fish plant in 1946but planned
to open a new fresh fish plant in 1954. The first
fresh fish plant was set up at Joe Batt's Ann in
1948.Earle Sons and Company, the Fishermen's
Trading Company and the Co-operative Society all
had businesses. There were also a post office an d
two lighthouses, and a local resident. Charles
Brett, suggested in a letter to the Newfoundland
Fisherman that a eo-operative might be a_8;f?Od
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