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Hawboldt Industries has
the largest propeller repair/
¢ manufacturing facility in
Ih( region, delivering 24
¥ hour emergency service
anywhere in Atlantic
Canada.
Hawboldt
pmp(llers are known
for their strong rugged
construction; and because
¢ design remains a key element
of Hawboldt's success,
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to keep you productive.

fishermen have found
Hawboldt propellers con-
sistently quiet, vibration free,
efficient and full of thrust.
With 500 propeller pat-
terns to choose from
in bronze, stainless

steel and nickle
aluminum bronze,
Hawboldt Industries can
deliver the cutting edge you
need for smooth, dependable

performance at sea.
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from the editor

Christmas. A magic word. A magic time. Chil-
dren’s faces wreathed in anticipation, carols in the
air, twinkling lights, family gatherings, crunchy
snow, soft snowflakes, mince pies, candies, turkey.
Serooge’s words, “‘I will honor Christmas in my
heart, and try to keep it all the year.”

Working at Decks Awash is almost like having
Christmas all the year thanks to all the interest-
ing people we meet. There’s the long-time sub-
seriber, who has come to university to earn a
degree in his senior years who visits us periodi-
cally. The lady who has had surgery and
chemotherapy for cancer and now is doing ex-
tremely well who keeps in touch. The subscriber
who renews his subscription and sends a gift sub-
scription for someone we think would enjoy the
magazine but cannot afford to buy it. Those who
come to the office with a long list of gift subscrip-
tions because they enjoy the magazine and believe
their friends and relatives would also enjoy it. The
retired priest who recruits new subscribers. The
people who write to correct our mistakes and to
provide us with extra information. Those who
write to suggest topics or areas of the province
they think we might have neglected. The hundreds
of cheques that come in with notes attached giv-
ing us kind words of encouragement. The sub-

scribers who write they read the magazine from
cover to cover and can’t wait to get the next issue.
The readers who call when the magazine has been
delayed by a few days to ask if we’re sure we
mailed them their copy because they miss it. The
reporters who over the years have worked on the
magazine who have moved on to other jobs who
keep in touch and still subscribe. The advertisers
who buy space and tell us they have noticed a sub-
stantial increase in sales. The mainland and U.S.
subscribers who visit when they're in town. Those
who come in for information on school projects,
community histories or family trees. Of course,
those whom we interview—without them there
would be no magazine—people who graciously in-
vite us into their homes, their businesses, their
fishing boats, their lives. Finally, our staff who
work to put the magazine out, always willing, al-
ways there when they're needed, who make things
work, who continually display a good sense of hu-
mor, who even volunteer for extra work without be-
ing asked.

We do have Christmas all year, because you
make it possible. To all of you, thank you, and best
wishes for the holidays.

élbw&iﬁss wriel
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special section

Marystown
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history

Marystown

1t is believed the area was used by French and Basque
fishermen in the 16th and 17th centuries and first settled
by English and Irish fishermen in the early 1800s. At that
time it was known as Mortier Bay—a fishing settlement
lying within a magnificent natural harbor on the west
side of Placentia Bay.

The census refers to Mortier Bay until 1869, when the
population was 73. By 1874 the census makes its first
reference to Mary's Town, with a population of 281. There
were 144 Roman Catholics, 45 Wesleyans and 92 Church
of England members. This was the first and last refer-
ence to Mary's Town for the subsequent 37 years. The
census of 1884, refers to Mortier Bay Proper with a popu-
lation of 534. Then, in 1911, Marystown is back on the
books with a population of 366 in Marystown North and
444 in Marystown South.

The early census figures note most of the men were
involved in the fishery. In 1869, 19 residents were catch-
ing and curing fish and 15 were able-bodied seamen.
‘were operating nine boats and one larger vessel. By 1874
there were three men farming, 64 catching and curing
fish and 47 able-bodied seamen engaged as fishermen
in “this colony and its dependencies”. The low number
of farmers can probably be attributed to the poor soil
in the area. It is described as very thin and not suited
to extensive agricultural use.

In the early 1900s Marystown had become a major
shipping point for fish exports to the markets in Europe
as well as being the home port for one of the largest
banker fleets in Newfoundland.

Around 1930 an Englishman by the name of H.C. Thom-
son thought this ice-free bay should be the site of an in-
ternational free port. He believed freight from the Great
Lakes could be shipped to Europe and South America
from Mortier Bay. Thomson was killed during the Second
‘World War and never had a chance to develop his plan
for the area.

‘The population of the town was mainly Roman Cathol-
ic and the parish priest was Father Edward Joseph Wil-
son, who in 1909 started to construct a church. The Sacred
Heart Church was of Gothic design with a tower rising
to 99 feet and seating for 600 people. The first Mass at
the church was celebrated Christmas Eve in 1910. This

(Photo by Allan Steedley, Grand

church served the community until a fire destroyed it
in 1976. A new Sacred Heart Church was built in 1979. The
first school was built in 1895 in Marystown North and
another was opened in 1905 in Marystown South.

Monsignor John W. McGettigan founded the Holy
Name of Mary Convent in 1927 and four teaching sisters
from the Congregation of Our Lady of Mercy moved to
the community—Sister M. Gabriel Fleming, Sister M.
Camilles Dunphy, Sister M. Anthony Wade and Sister M.
Paschal Dwyer. Monsignor McGettigan then built a one-
room convent school in

‘Throughout history the men of Marystown have often
had to leave their homes in search of work, leaving the
running of the house and rearing of children to the wom-
en. In the early 1950s the population of the town
decreased because families were heading to larger
centres that weren't depending solely on the fishery for
survival.

Travel within the community was difficult because
there was no road joining the two sides of the communi-
ty. Thmmunlpeoplehadiotnvelbydm‘yorfsryh

Marystown.

In the mid-1960s Premier Joseph
edmryltwnshundbecnmeatnwnhkest.dchnnnd
Corner Brook, and he set about to develop it. In 1966, he
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Display at the Marystown museum.

turned the first sods to start construction ona sm—mﬂhon

Canadian Vickers had been hired to manage the oper-
ation but in 1971 withdrew from the shipyard. It may have
been forced out according to The Evening Telegram, dat-
ed July 9, 1971:

“Canadian Vickers has pulled out or been
pushed out to make way for new development
there." (in the shipyard)

There wasn’t much work, morale was low and there
were differences between residents and those brought
in to work in the shipyard. The Smallwood government
brought in a Scot to manage the yard and solve the
problems. John Rannie turned things around—raising
morale, securing contracts, and producing high quality
work. During Rannie’s two-and-a-half-year stay he im-
proved the yard’s reputation and the working conditions.
The town was so indebted to Rannie for the improve-
ments he made they heaped numerous honors on him in-
cludmg a lifetime directorship of the Marystown

shipyard and a $6-million fi: Aless

business was also started in the area—cattle ranching.
The venture operated near Marystown in 1965, but it
didn’t succeed.

From 1966 to 1967, the population boomed with the in-
creased employment opportunities at the new shipyard
and fishplant and the Newfoundland government's reset-
tlement program. Residents of several small communi-
ties moved to Marystown so they could enjoy improved
services particularly in the areas of health and edu-
cation.

Marystown became an economic growth centre, and
housing had to be built to handle the influx of people. The
provincial government and the Central Mortgage and
Housing Corporation developed a housing project to ac-
commodate the new residents.

While construction of the fishplant and shipyard
brought many new jobs to the area J.R. Smallwood's
claim of 1200 permanent jobs did not materialize.

The fishplant was built at Mooring Cove on the out-
skirts of Marystown. Mooring Cove amalgamated with
Marystown during the construction period, as did Creston
South, Creston North and Little Bay.

The shipyard was described in the Canadian Ency-
clopedia as one of the most efficient and best equipped
shipbuilding and ship-repair facilities of its size in North
America. The Crown corporation built mainly stern
trawlers for the Newfoundland fishing industry although
it was capable of designing and building all types of ves-
sels. Despite these complimentary words, however, the
shipyard experienced problems over the years, and in
1971 contracts were so scarce the workforce fell below
100 employees, far from the 700 jobs predicted during the
shipyard’s construction.

Also at the museum

P! , an honorary from Memeorial Univer-

Building fishing vessels at the shlw-u in 1939—when the
war broke out they were converted to minesweepers.

WE HAVE LOCATIONS
THROUGHOUT
NEWFOUNDLAND

The Paint Shop
TRTTTTTVVVTTTRERAT
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The only remnant of earlier days in Marystown.
sity, honorary membership of the town council, and
honorary chief for life of the local fire brigade.

By 1976, Don Jamieson, the MP for the area and
Minister for External Affairs, was in Marystown meet-
ing with shipyard officials to discuss the state of the yard
and the need for more contracts. Like other Canadian
shipyards, the yard has had a roller-coaster style histo-
ry with extreme highs and lows.

In the 1970s Marystown opened a pool and an arena
and was the first town on the peninsula to hire a full-time
recreation director—Terry Mallay.

Marystown is now a town with malls, restaurants and
a fair-sized motel—quite a change for what was once a

fishing community, and certainly not the way one would
describe Marystown 30 years ago. The census of 1986
shows a population of 6,660 people, an increase of almost
six per cent over the 1981 figure.

Ask directions to anywhere in or around Marystown
and you are invariably told to turn right or left or to go
straight through the traffic light. The light by the War
Memorial marks the intersection of the roads to Burin,
Grand Bank and the shopping malls and serves as the
town centre. It is a sign to visitors that Marystown is a
centre of activity for both traffic and business on the Bu-
rin peninsula.

. l
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, Marystown South.

Mooring Cove

Mooring Cove, Mortier Bay, is just two miles from
Marystown and like most communities in the area was
originally settled by fishermen. The name itself is
thought to have come about because British warships
moored there. Admiral Mortier, whose name is used for
the bay, is one of the more well-known captains who
moored his ship in the small cove and used the harbor
for shelter.

In the 1836 census Mooring Cove is listed as Gold's
Cove with a population of 16. The last reference to Gold’s
Cove is in 1874 when the population was 23. For the next
37 years there’s no reference either to Gold's Cove or
Mooring Cove, Mooring Cove appeared in the 1911 cen-
sus with a population of 91.

‘Thomas Mallay and his family were believed to be the
first settlers in Mooring Cove, arriving from Ireland be-
fore 1836. Other early settlers included David and

Trawlers moored at the FPI wharf, Mooring Cove.

Elizabeth Power, and John Kelly.

Like other on the Burin Moor-
ing Cove depended on the fishery, and many of the men
had to leave the community to make a living in other
parts of the island.

In 1869 the cove had 35 residents, 12 fished and one
farmed.

The early settlers grew vegetables for their own use.
In 1869 five acres of land were cultivated in Gold's Cove
and from that residents produced 39 barrels of potatoes
and three tons of hay. They also raised turnips and
manufactured 100 pounds of butter. By the mid-1900s,
fewer people were growing their own vegetables because
of a greater cash income.

In 1911 there were two small lobster factories in Moor-
ing Cove. Two people were employed and they packed
80 cases of lobster. In 1921 one lobster factory was still
in operation.

Residents remember a time when there were con-
venience stores in Mooring Cove. Bridie Jenkins remem-
bers when Bill Bath had a shop and everyone gathered
on its steps when the first Progressive Conservative
member was elected—Leo Barry in March of 1972. The
shop went up in flames one winter night, and it burned
to the ground because the pond was frozen over and there
was no water available to put it out.

Aubrey Hillier says there were as many as five stores
in the Cove at one time, and at Bill Bath’s store you could
get anything from a box of matches to salt beef. Now he
says you have to go to Marystown to buy a match.

In the early 1960s Premier Joseph Smallwood persuad-
ed Atlantic Sugar Refineries to set up a fishplant at Moor-
ing Cove. While construction was taking place, several
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small communities near Marystown decided to amal-
gamate

Mooring Cove was one of them, and in 1966 it request-
ed that Marystown extend its boundaries 1o include the
Cove and its 200 residents, who were looking for better
services. The request was approved and Mooring Cove
joined the town August 23, 1966.

In November 1968 a water supply line was construct-
ed from Mooring Cove to Garnish Pond at a cost of
$350,000. Around the same time Council was hoping that
some paving would be done in 1969 with emphasis on pay-
ing the road through Marystown, Creston North and the
road to Mooring Cove. The community is predominant-
ly Roman Catholic. In the 1970s the R.C. Church convert-
ed the Mooring Cove School into a youth centre for a
while. Children from the community now go to school in
Marystown.

=T il e ¥
The Power's house—the oldest house in Mooring Cove
now used as a store.

Creston North and South

Creston is located in the western section of Mortier Bay
and the bay itself divides the area into Creston North and
South.

The first resident of Creston was Joseph Cleal who ar-
rived from England in 1837 and settled in Birchy (Island)
Cove which lies along the shoreline and was included in
Marystown South. Creston was not mentioned in the cen-
sus until 1921. There was, however, an earlier reference
to a community in Creston—Butler’s Cove, which was
listed in 1911 with a population of 175.

In 1921 Creston North had a population of 190 and most
families were employed in the fishery. Twenty-four
worked in the shore fishery and 111 caught and cured fi
The total catch in 1920 was 2,725 quintals valued at $20,808
Creston South had a larger population of 216 and a simi-
lar dependency on the fishery. There were four men
working in the shore fishery and 22 catching and curing.
They landed 580 quintals valued at $4,504.

In Creston North the predominant religion was

list with 132 parishi anda ist church
of their own. In Creston South the Church of England had
the largest following, 96, and their own church as well.
Creston North had a Methodist school and Creston South
had both a Church of England School and Salvation Army
schoal.

In the 1930s Thomas Murley opened a store in Creston
which is still operating today, and another older family
business that survives is James Wiscombe's.

Creston relied on the shore and bank fishery for em-
ployment, but this wasn't always sufficient and men often

Canning Bridge—linking all parts of the town.

LEDREW
LUMBER CO.LTD.

A COMPLETE LINE OF
BUILDING MATERIALS
LUMBER, ROOFING, WINDOWS
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING
SUPPLIES, ETC.

FREE DELIVERY &
FREE ESTIMATES

834-2051

IF BUSY CALL KELLIGREWS
LONG POND
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Pastor Roy West (on ladder) and Clyde Hennebury com-

plete work on the entrance to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, Creston North.

had to travel away from the community to find work. In
the 1950s, 80 per cent of wage earners worked away from
home on U.S. bases and on draggers out of Burin. At that
time no one was employed in the shore fishery.

The Calvary United Church building was moved from
Great Burin Island to Creston South; it had been con-
structed at Great Burin Island in 1921 and opened in
Creston, November 17, 1954. Anglican families arrived
in Creston during the resettlement program and brought
their church with them from St. Joseph's, Placentia Bay,
In 1986, a new St. Mary's Anglican church was built.

The Evening Telegram, September 18, 1957, reported
that:

““A group of 34 select Vestry men and church
wardens of the Burin Church of England met
at Creston. They held a meeting in connec-
tion with forming a parish council. The
response was 100 per cent in favor of the
movement and it was the first parish coun-
cil to be formed in the area.”

The lack of a road connection to Marystown kept
Creston South a more i ity. Resid
remember a time when people travelling by car had to
drive around Salt Pond to get to Marystown or use a boat.
Today they can use the Canning Bridge which made it
much easier for residents to go to work and shop.

Creston South amalgamated with Marystown, April 11,

Looking across the bay to Creston South from Creston
North.

1967, and Creston North followed shortly after, on June
6, 1967. Although both now are a part of the municipali-
ty of Marystown, many local people still say they live
in Creston North or one of the other communities that
have amalgamated. The mayor of Marystown, Jerome
Walsh, says there's a lot of community pride and that
helps the town because people are proud of their areas
and work to improve them.

Some of the early family names in the area remain.
John Mayo settled in Burin in 1805 and today the Mayos
still live in the Burin district and in Creston South. Wis-
combe is a from England ly i in-

clude Samuel Wiscombe, from Surrey, England, who
settled in Newfoundland, his descendants settled at
Creston, Placentia Bay, and Samuel Wiscomb, a servant
of Butter’s Cove, (probably Butler's Cove) now Creston
in 1871. Farewell, another English family name, first ar-
rived in Burin in 1860 and today is a common name, es-
pecially at Creston South.

Little Bay

Originally everyone in Little Bay was involved in the
fishery, but over the years many people left the commu-
nity to work in the shipyard, the fishplants and other
places. Today there are very few fishermen left in Little
Bay and the inshore fishery plays a very small econom-
ic role.

The first census (1836), listed the community with 54
residents classified as a total of 50 males and females
with four servants. Fifty-three were Roman Catholic and
one was Protestant. The residents were isolated in Lit-
tle Bay because there was no bridge or road to connect
them to Mary’s Town making it necessary to travel by
boat to Mary’s Town for salt and supplies.

William Drake, a planter of Little Bay in 1857, was one
of the earliest known settlers. Michael Hanrahan or Han-
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drigan settled at Little Bay sometime between 1840 and
1867; Daniel Hanrahan also settled in 1871. Another name
listed was John Kilfoy, a fisherman in 1871.

Despite the high concentration of Roman Catholics,
there was no church in Little Bay until 1970, so residents
had to go to Marystown for services. In 1969 the former
Sacred Heart Church at Oderin Island, Placentia Bay,
was brought to Little Bay. Oderin Island had been va-
cated by resettlement, so the structure was removed
from the site and conveyed by barge to Little Bay. It was
then renovated and the first Mass was celebrated August
15, 1970.

By 1869 the population of Little Bay had grown to 139
people all of whom were Roman Catholic. Fifty-one men
were working in the fishery and one was farming. Eight-
een acres were cultivated producing 165 barrels of pota-
toes and 17 tons of hay, but there was no livestock listed
for Little Bay at the time. The farm production figures
indicate fishermen were also growing crops for their own
families.

Nearly 100 years later, in 1966, when Little Bay amal-
gamated with Marystown, the community had about 500
residents, Marystown Mayor E.P.Reddy told The Daily
News, August 11, 1966, that:

‘At a regular of the town council
Tuesday a delegation from Little Bay was
received and presented a petition signed by
85 per cent of the people of that place, that
they be included in the municipality of
Marystown by the end of the calender year."

This was approved and they joined November 8, 1966.
Residents now have paved roads, a bridge joining them
to Marystown, and water and sewer. In the early years
of settlement everyone lived around the shore by the har-
bor because of the importance of the fishery. Since amal-
gamating, new houses have been erected up away from
the shore.

In 1978 Marystown looked for provincial funding to ex-
tend the Little Bay water system. In 1979 the project was
delayed because Council wanted to install water only, but
the province wanted them to provide both water and

Little Bay Roman Catholic Church.
sewer simultaneously. Council said there wasn't enough
money and if they concentrated only on water the serv-
ice could be extended to a much larger number of
households.

Josephine Kelly of Little Bay says as many as 50 new
homes have been built in the last few years. Residents
are now enjoying greater mobility and the bridge makes
it possible for the children to travel by bus to school in
Marystown. Formerly, they had attended their own three-
room school in the community.

The Karen Anne and smaller boats in Little Bay.
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
FROM

THE HONOURABLE
A. BRIAN PECKFORD
PREMIER OF
NEWFOUNDLAND &
LABRADOR

It is a great privilege for me each Christmas to have the opportunity to extend my personal greet-
ings to all the residents of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Throughout the Province, families and friends come together during this special season to share
in the many aspects of the Christmas celebrations. This is a time of spiritual renewal; to remember
the significance of the Christmas message and to join in the spirit of love, peace and goodwill.

While the commercialization of Christmas seems to increase each year, the true meaning of the
season always prevails. When we see the wonder and excitement on the faces of our children,
when we make that extra effort to care for those less fortunate than ourselves, and when we reflect
on the need to achieve world peace and brotherhood, we understand what sets this season apart
as a time of celebration.

As we take time out from the course of our everyday activities, we are able to place into perspec-
tive what is important to us and to chart a course for the coming year. Such is the case for me
as Premier and for the Government as a whole. It is my wish this Christmas that our efforts to revitalize
our traditional industries, to implement new and innovative programs and to develop new areas
of opportunity will continue to move our Province towards a prosperous future.

On behalf of my Colleagues in Government, may | extend sincere greetings along with my best
wishes to all for health and happiness in the year ahead.

o [t

A. BRIAN PECKFORD, P.C., M.H.A.,
PREMIER.

Merry Christmas!

December 1987

34

p——
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the people

Recently elected president of
the Newfoundland and Labrador
Federation of Municipalities after
three years as vice-president and
four years as the Burin-Bonavista
regional vice-president, Jerome
Walsh is in a good position to as-
sess how Marystown has been do-
ing in the eight years he has been
mayor.

“I was first elected mayor Oc-
tober 26, 1979, Jerome recalls. “I
took the approach that we were
all elected with a joint responsi-
bility to carry the load which
makes for a better working coun-
cil and understanding of the is-
sues. The council brought in a
new system which required each
councillor to change portfolios
halfway through the term, and to
chair one committee and be on
another. As mayor I always try to
make an extra effort to be more
heavily involved.

“I'm very pleased that other
councils, especially in this region,
have adopted a similar approach
to be more effective and assertive
as community leaders. I'll have to
be better prepared in terms of
planning, but my new role with

the community today

A mayor’s eye view

Mayor Jerome Walsh u

the Federation is a challenge and
I was certainly humbled by the
overwhelming support I was
given for the chance to serve the
province. I'll be burning the mid-
night oil a little more, but that’s
a part of the process. The main
point is that the people of
Marystown elected me and I want
to make sure my responsibilities
as mayor don’t suffer.”’

The council has already tack-
led the difficult issue of offshore
oil development and its effects on
the community and has a contin-

gency plan in place.

“We must maintain the lifestyle
and family life we have here and
keep that sense of belonging,”
Jerome stresses. ‘“The family has
been the town’s driving strength
and we want that to remain. The
church has also been a tower of
strength in terms of spearhead-
ing direction and developing in-
dividual solutions. When I was a
boy the local priest, who is arch-
bishop now, gave special prayers
for the town’s development.”

That kind of lead has paid off.
Jerome is particularly pleased
with the way the Marystown Fire
Department has developed.

‘“When I became mayor I not-
ed that an accounting and oper-
ating structure was lacking, but
now it is one of the most or-
ganized structures in the whole
system,” he proudly notes. “In
1979 they had a $21,000 a year
budget and very little input in
how it was spent—that caused a
tremendous amount of frustra-
tion. We had a very serious meet-
ing and changed the structure so
that firemen have input into the
operations. The recognition they
have received as a department
and as individuals proves that the
system works. They have won the
fire-prevention award three
in a row and been Fire Depart-
ment of the Year for the last two
years. Anthony Doyle and Gerald
Walsh have been Firefighter of
the Year, and Gerard Kelly, our
fire chief, has been Citizen of the
Year. That’s something I look at
with a great sense of pride.”

In Jerome’s opinion, it’s been a
team effort, and he’s quick to
credit the councillors who've
preceded him.

“The community pride comes
from the leaders of past years-the
mayors and councillors and
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organizations—they always had
that drive,"”" he suggests.
“Marystown when I was a boy
and now is not the same town. I
was born just across the harbor
and I was in the first school class
to come across the Canning
Bridge—the bridge tied us
together and helped us start a
number of things.

“Interest increased as the town
grew from its incorporation in
1951 to include areas such as Lit-
tle Bay and Creston. There is still
a feeling of kinship within each
community, and we see pride in
each section of town as a plus for
the whole community. We have a
good mix of citizens—people

i elsewhere work well
with the local residents. Our
council is a good example of this:
I'm a machinist in the shipyard
and certainly wouldn't have been
considered council material in
the past. Now we have a mix of lo-
cal and professional people.”

Recreation plays a very impor-
tant role in Marystown and the
town council has helped arouse
community interest in it

“‘We have more recreational fa-
cilities than any other town our
size in the province. That's due to
an aggressive program by coun-
cil and by the emphasis put on it

been one of the major driving
forces in the town,

“We’ve deliberately planned to
have facilities spread out in terms
of playgrounds and places for
younger children—it’s something
we're still developing. It slowed
down a little because of the na-
tional softball tournament, which
was a major organizational tri-
umph that put Marystown on the
Canadian sports map. The atti-
tude of ‘there’s no such thing as
can’t’ is true in Marystown.
There’s a general trend to take on
a lot of volunteer work and to do
it well. We have some of the most "

by service clubs and organiza-
tions. For example, the swim-
ming pool was a major

undertaking by the service clubs,
and the arena was a committee
project helped by local business-
men. The clubs are involved in all
facets of recreation and have

: }

dedicated and aggressive volun-
teers in the province which
makes my job as mayor that
much easier. We had the Summer
Games in 1980 and that was a
huge success too. In fact, we've
had many provincial tourna-
ments and we've always done a
good job. Our track record has

Children's playground—one of many around town.

been very good and people want
to be a part of it.”

The same positive attitude ex-
tends to other facets of develop-
ment, although Marystown has
problems due to its earlier un-
planned ribbon growth along the
main road,

“That kind of rural develop-
ment requires 25 miles of water-
line and the same amount of road
surface,” Jerome comments.
““We're trying to encourage infill-
ing and to ensure that older fami-
lies can build for their children.
It’s a difficult planning process
but I think we're getting there.

““There’s a popular misconcep-
tion Marystown is a rich town, but
that’s not the case. We have a
lower per capita income than
three other towns on the Burin
Peninsula. The primary industry
Jjobs pay well but there are a high
number of service jobs. We were
designated a growth area and
while we're proud of the indus-
tries that came in, there was poor
infrastructure planning and
we've been playing catch-up ever
since. The town is only 37 per cent
serviced with sewer and it will
take another $15 million to ad-
dress that problem, and only last
year could we say that we had
almost everyone with water. Our
road structure needs $5-7 million
for upgrading and the debt load
we're carrying from the early
1980s is tremendous.”"

Despite these problems, Mayor'
Walsh and his council are confi-
dent Marystown has a bright
future.




12 - DECKS AWASH

“‘On the peninsula as a whole
we have to look at ways to pro-
mote our area for small
industry—development with a
small ‘d’,” he stresses. ‘“We be-
lieve we have a tremendous
potential to develop secondary
and tertiary industries, and also
step up the tourist potential. We
must capitalize on every job we
can get and we are now zeroing in
on that. We're going to eastern
Canada to look at a structure of
secondary and cottage industries,
and we’re also looking at working
a little closer together in
tourism—we need a peninsula
strategy to sell the region.

“It’s tough to save your area
but that's what we had to do in the
fisheries crisis—the concentra-
tion was on survival but now it's
shifted to promotion. I'm pleased
with the trend towards working
together, but it will take a few
years to get the wheels in high
gear and attract those who tried
before—they will find things
more attractive now because de-
velopment is better focused. We
were very pleased a few months
ago that our council met the Bu-

rin council—there will be a
follow-up meeting in November.
This will help cut costs and is the
way of the 1980s-it’s better to do
it yourself than have it forced on
you.”

The council has realized long-
term planning is important to a
growing town like Marystown.

“We have a five-year sewer
plan, and we want to establish as
much funding as we can through
the provincial government's
guaranteed loan process and try
to take advantage of federal
government programs to priorize
sewer as one of the top issues,”
Jerome tells us. ‘“These are
trends we have to capitalize on-
only this year we got four major
towns to go to joint tender for
materials for water and sewer—
we want to do things better
together and save money. It's im-
portant to establish a good work-
ing relationship and solve issues
that won’t divide us before we
tackle the more difficult issues.”

There’s still much to do, but
Marystown is on the right track
as it looks forward to a bright fu-
ture after decades of uncertainty.

December 21 - 23
December 24

December 25 - 28
December 29 - 30

.

=
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“We have set up an area of
town, under the old LEAD pro-
gram, to the tune of $700,000
(75/25 per cent feder-
al/municipal) for services relat-
ed to an industrial park alongside
the highway,”” Jerome reports. “It
will pay dividends in terms of
service and provide a strength-
ened tax base. Municipal govern-
ment’s new here. Some of the
other towns developed infrastruc-
ture in the early 1950s and 1960s
through low-cost loans or even
grants and might be looking at
replacing infrastructure we don’t

have yet.”
With Jerome Walsh at the helm
locally and provincially,

Marystown will increasingly be
looked at as a barometer of how
the province’s municipalities are
faring. We wish him luck in his
new role.

The town's war memorial took some
time to get organized, but its comple-
tion is an indication of the town spirit.

Jerome Walsh explains: *‘There
were a number of war veterans that felt
we hadn't done anything about the war.

Hodder, our deputy mayor, led the
drive to rectify that. I'm pleased that
feel strongly enough about their

past as the War Memorial here
shows—it brings people back to their
roots. People collected $7,000 in one
day and that's 35 years after the war."”
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A winning pitch

Tom Baker was an active mem-
ber of the Marystown Recreation
Commission long before he be-
came a town councillor in Novem-
ber 1985. He was also chairman of
the committee that saw the in-
door swimming pool built by 1981,
and a past president and life
member of the Marystown Kins-
men Club, so it was not surpris-
ing he was asked to be the general
chairman of one of the biggest
sporting events staged in the
province in 1987.

“The Labatt National Senior
Men'’s Slow Pitch Championship
was the first major softball tour-
nament in the province held out-
side St. John's,” Tom notes. ‘‘The
event was bid for by the local Slow
Pitch League with Everett
Gifford and Barry Stacey
spearheading the drive to bring
the games here. We had a very
good organization and things
went like clockwork. It took a
year planning the tournament.
We had a committee of 19 people,
and during the week of the tour-
nament in mid-August we had
over 100 volunteers. There were 10
teams from British Columbia to
Newfoundland—the Territories
and PEI were the only teams not

Tom Baker

represented, and 200 ballplayers
in all.

“A total of 62 games were
played on the town’s Kinsmen
and Lions Park fields—the Recre-
ation Commission recognized the
major contribution of both serv-
ice clubs to local sports by nam-
ing the fields in their honor in
1981. We received support from
the Marystown Town Council, the
Recreation Commission, Labatt
Breweries, Softball Canada, Soft-
ball Newfoundland and the vari-
ous levels of government, and I
can’t say enough about their con-
tribution to the tournament’s

Everett Gifford

The hard-working committee for the tournament breaks for a team photo back
row (I-r) Mike Brennan, Dennis Kelly, Gerard Kelly, Lioyd Dalton, Sandy Han-
rahan,

Joan Walsh, Vera

, Ken Anthony, Al Spencer. Front

3 Molloy,
row (I-r) Kevin Pickett, Gerry Manning (Labatts rep.), Joe Keating, Dave Bren-
ton, Tom Baker (chairman), Glen Picco, Ray Bowe (Technical Director, Soft-

ball Newfoundland).

The patron was Dee Murphy of
the Sports Federation. It was sig-
nificant for Dee to be involved be-
cause this was the 25th
anniversary of Softball New-
foundland and Dee was the found-
ing president.

The weather co-operated—
there wasn’t a drop of rain all
week, and the tournament was so
successful the organizers actual-
ly had a few dollars in hand.

“The games went right through
to Sunday evening with some-
thing on every night,”” Tom tells
us. “Each team had a local host
who arranged cod-jigging trips,
barbecues and other events, and
there were banquets hosted by
the various sponsors. Saturday
night, there was a barbecue at the
Kinsmen Park with music and lo-
cal entertainment which carried
on into the wee hours of the morn-

s

Firestagh
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ing. Several of the visiting teams
provided their own excellent en-
tertainment.”

The games themselves drew
large numbers of spectators with
a daily attendance of at least 500
people and over 1,000 for games
involving the Marystown
Mariners and the final. Some
teams took the tournament very
seriously, especially the eventual
winners from New Brunswick.

““The traditional screech-in on
Monday night was well attended
by all except the championship
team and they did not stay after
the Friday night dinner,”” Tom
recalls. “They certainly came to
play ball and stayed at the
Eastern Community College
residence.”

No matter who won the trophy,
everyone had a great time and

—

the Lions field.

mittee on doing such a fine job.
They had absolutely no reports of

Tom is particularly pl d with
the way the week went.

“After the games I received a
letter from Staff Sgt. Smith of the
RCMP congratulating the com-

—very un-
usual for an event of this size. The
total cost of preparing facilities
for the tournament was $135,000

and the lights cost an additional

View of the Klrun field, which shared games during the tournament with

$65,000. There’s never been an
event like it, although there was
the soccer Challenge Cup one
year in St. Lawrence. It was a
major tourist activity that prob-
ably left over $200,000 in the com-
munity.” u

St. John’s
Grand Falls
Corner Brook

A TOTALLY INTEGRATED
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

737-5948 737-7896
489-2292
634-8246 634-4381
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A short lane leads down from
Creston Boulevard past the Unit-
ed Church manse to Albert and
Eileen Cleal’s house overlooking
Birchy Island. Bert's grand-
father, Joseph Cleal, was the first
settler in the area, and Bert has
played a major role himself in the
history of the Birchy Island Cove

area.

“‘My father always used to tell
us about my grandfather,”” Bert
tells us as we join him on the flats
at low tide. “My father worked in
the lumberwoods and fished.
Back then there were only half-a-
dozen_houses along the shore.
People worked in the lumber
woods and some went on the
banks fishery. I didn’t do much
woods work but I worked on a
schooner with my father, first the
Josephine T and then the William
and Elizabeth.

“The William and Elizabeth,
built just over by the bank, was
about 75 feet and 38 tons, an aver-
age size. There were lots of
schooners here then and we un-
loaded mostly at Marystown but
she was moored here. We fished
her off Cape St. Mary’s during
the caplin scull for four years—
you had to fish for four years if the
vessel was built under the bounty
system. The bounty was so much
a ton and was paid out in three
stages. She was used for taking
supplies from Sydney and St.

Albert and Eileen Cleal

The Cleals of Birchy Island Cove

Joseph Cleal - first known settler in
Creston South. Born 1837 in Bridg-
eport, England. Moved to Rock Harbour
and later to Birchy Island - Creston
South. Died 1910.

John's. We sold her in 1944 to Sted-
man Brophy down in Daniel’s
Harbour—he lost her soon af-
terwards.”

Bert gave up coasting in June
1944 and pursued another line of
work for a while,

“I left for the United States that
year,” he reports. ‘‘Eileen and I
got married and we worked at the
Boylan family dairy farm at
Munnsville, New York. Our son
was born there. We came back in
1946."

For the next year Bert was
shipbuilding again with his father.
They had a vessel under con-
struction and completed by the
spring of 1947. A vessel owned by

Murley Brothers in Marystown
was repaired there, too—she was
55-60 tons. The fishery had slowed
down by then and Bert became
involved in other projects.

“‘We moved the United Church
building from Great Burin Island
to Creston South in 1954, he
recalls. “‘We took her down piece
by piece and reassembled her in
Creston -South where she still
stands. There are no traces of any
houses on Great Burin now. Ge-
orge Howse was the minister at
the time. It took close to a year to
get the church up. We built it a lit-
tle smaller than before and put
more lumber in. Samuel J. Fare-
well and George H. Mayo were in
charge, and I worked on it myself
for a short while. We came here
Sunday from Burin Beach and
the rain was pouring down—we
had to turn the dory over for
shelter.”

In 1955 Bert was involved in yet
another occupation.

“My first year as an engineer
was 1955,”” Bert tells us. “I was on
the Ruby, which JW. Wiscombe
and Sons used to ship produce,
fruits and vegetables, from
PEI—we bought cranberries
there and apples were 25 cents a
bushel. We also brought back coal
and general cargo from Sydney.
I was on the Ruby for three years.
We carried liquor from St. John’s
and wholesaled it in the bay. We
also sold oil cloth canvas—we
sometimes brought up 50 rolls at
a time. Wiscombes had a lot of
vessels and Murleys had some
vessels too.”

Alot of people moved in during
the resettlement program and
others arrived to work in the ship-
yard, fishplant and the school in
Salt Pond. It was time for Bert to
try something new—well not en-
tirely new in this case.

“There had been a shipyard in
the 1930s and I worked in the se-
cond shipyard for the department
of fisheries,” Bert explains. “I
started work in 1960 and we built
longliners there. We had to finish
one of the boats over at Murley’s
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wharf because they were building
the new yard. I was a welder, and
we made the rotors and fittings,
fuel tanks, water tanks, rudders,
bow plates for the ice—there was
always something to be welded.
Quite a few people had welding
experience when the new yard
was built and a lot of welders
graduated from the trades
school.”

In the early 1970s Bert started
building homes after the depart-
ment of fisheries shipyard closed.

“I built houses all over Creston
North and South and also helped
build the United Church manse
just up the road. I also did a lot
of wiring when electricity came
in, and I built another boat 10
years ago. I bought a boat in Red
Harbour to get the mould for it.
I went out and cut the timber in
August, started work on her in the
fall and had her finished on June
19th—we went salmon fishing off
Cape Roger. I've done it all—I
was a fisherman, farmer, welder,
carpenter and electrician—a Bert
of all trades,” he quips.

Birchy Island Cove, Creston South

Bert hasn’t slowed down at all
in his retirement either. Last
summer he and Eileen took a trip
across the island.

“In the old days it would take
close to two weeks to get to Port
aux Basques on the coastal
boats—now the Sprinter takes
only 12 hours. We sent our car by
rail to Port aux Basques on the
Friday, took the boat Tuesday and

drove back—we wanted to go up
the coast and that was the best
and cheapest way to do it.”"
Fall brought another adven-
ture. A few days before our visit,
Bert had returned from a suc-
cessful berrypicking trip with his
son. Now Eileen has a freezer
filled with partridgeberries and
marshberries. “

Paula Edwards, 17, of
Marystown is the only girl in a fa-
mily of three brothers. She re-

winning a Newfoundland Law So-
ciety scholarship. It seems Pau-
la is equally successful in other
fields, too.

“In the writing competition the
Newfoundland Law Society
awarded $500 to me and $500 to
the school—the money's already
spent,” Paula laughs. *‘I'm quite
competitive in sports, although I
can’t compete against my
brothers that much. I like volley-
ball and track and field where
we've gone to the provincials the
last three years. I play in the
Newfoundland volleyball team
and I'll be in the Canada Summer
Games in Saskatchewan next
summer. We're into fundraising
for it now.

“I'm also in the school glee
club which goes to the Burin
Peninsula Festival each year and
I'm in the school band. I was third

cently achieved the distinction of | -

Pen, piano and provincials

in piano in the Kiwanis Festival.
1 thought of a music career but
then I got involved in sports. It's
also difficult to find a job in
music.”

Paula still has this school year
to complete her high school edu-
cation, but she’s planning ahead.

“I want to take a BSc degree,
but I haven’t decided on medicine
or law yet,” she concludes. [{§

Do you want to
report,

— an oil spill?

— a fish kill?

— chemical dumping?

CALL

172-2083

— call collect
— 24 hour service
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Dick Farrell and his crew of
four are in the process of clean-
ing a small catch of fresh cod
when we pull into the harbor at
Little Bay. It’s the first fishing ac-
tivity we’ve seen on our visit.

“We had hook-and-line for
these cod—we don’t do it much
but we do this time of year,”” Dick
tells us. “We go out two to four
miles outside the land in an open
boat with a cabin.”

The inshore fishery is no longer
a major activity in the
Marystown area now with so
much employment in other
sectors.

“There are five boats here in
Little Bay, but none of my sons
are in fishing. People aren’t tak-
ing it up any more,” Dick reports
with a trace of sadness in his
voice. “1 was with the herring
seiners a few years ago but there
hasn’t been a herring fishery for
10 years. There was a little bit in
the lump roe this spring, but
salmon were very scarce this

Eeople aren’t taking it up any more

3

Dick F‘ll's stage at Little .

year. have cod traps out and the trap-
““I took part in the crab fishery | fish are quite large. There is quite
last fall at Argentia. It's nota bad | a variety of sizes on hook-and-line
fishery to get into at $1 a pound, | and a few flounder. We have to
but I've only been at it a couple | take our fish to Burin or Bay
of years. Everybody was at squid | Roberts because the plant closes
but we haven’t had any for quite | down here in Marystown.”
a while now. In the caplin scull we

Aubrey and Carol Ann Hillier
live at the top of the hill in Moor-
ing Cove in what used to be the
old schoolhouse. Built in 1907, it
served as the school, chapel and
community hall for many years
and is still a lively place at Christ-
mas time when the Hilliers tradi-
tionally host a community party
and Aubrey has a chance to play
some -of his 500 plus music cas-
settes. The old schoolhouse was
used for parties, receptions and
dances and, to a certain extent,
the Hilliers have taken over the
longstanding tradition.

Carol Ann, whose maiden
name is Nolan, has lived all her
23 years in Mooring Cove, but
Aubrey, 27, comes from Point
May on the Burin Peninsula and
worked at the local fish plant for
four years before becoming a
relieving seaman on the trawlers.

“There is a seniority list—the
more trips you make the better

Schoolhouse memories

= s

Carol Ann and Aubrey Hillier with Brian and Andrew.

chance you have of relieving,” | you're going. You might be going
Aubrey explains. “I was called to | after cod, flounder or turbot. The
Catalina and Trepassey recently | Catalina trip I had to fly from St.
and those trips were 10 and 11| Anthony, where we called in be-
days. You get two days in port be- | cause of ice conditions to
tween trips, and then you're on | Gander—we didn’t know we were
relief you don't know where | going on a plane.”
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Aubrey was on the trawlers in
Nova Scotia. He lived in Bridg-
ewater and worked on a dragger
out of Riverport. A lot of New-
foundlanders were there then.

Carol Ann worked in the fish-
plant for a while but found it hard
with two young children, Andrew,
4, and Brian, 1, to look after. She
was very active in the 4H club
when it was a popular communi-
ty activity.

“James Kelly started the 4H
club and it lasted 14 years. It was
a very important activity for
young people, but as everyone got
older they lost interest,’” recalls

Carol-Ann, who was president
three or four years. Now there
isn’t much entertainment or local
activities except at Christmas.
“Mooring Cove has always
been a Roman Catholic commu-
nity, but we never had a church,”
Carol Ann adds. ‘“Masses used to
be held in this house, and my
father, who's 47 now, went to
school here. The school closed
down in the late 1960s and we had
to get to school in Marystown in
a taxi because there were no bus
routes then. Later on, the bus
didn't come over the hill at first
and children had to walk up the

hill to catch it. That could be hard
with the ice on the road, but pav-
ing the road solved the problem.

“The community is very quiet
and hasn't changed much over
the years. There’s not much for
the young children now. There’s
a playground but it’s a long walk
for young children and the older
children use the field for baseball.
We used to play on the meadow
before the fishplant was built.”

The youngest Hillier doesn’t
worry about this—he’s too busy
hurtling around the room in his
walker. Oh, to be that young and
carefree, again!

Bridie Jenkinson did not live in
Mooring Cove until 1952 but her
family roots go back to much
earlier. Her mother was born in
the community in 1909 just after
the school was built and told
Bridie stories about growing up
there before the road was built.
Bridie's father died when she was
only three years old and she had
to live in St. Clare’s Orphanage in
St. John’s, but she still has a pho-
to of him and his brother with Al-
lie O’Brien who became a family
friend. It's a very important link
for Bridie.

“My father, who was born in
Nottingham, England, grew up
with Allie,” Bridie tells us. “I was
born in St. John's but returned
here to school in 1953 until I went
back to town to work at St. Clare’s
Hospital. 1 was there for seven
years before moving to Halifax
and elsewhere for a while. The ol-
der people went to school here in
Mooring Cove and so did my

mother.

““I came back here in 1966 and
noticed major changes right
away. The fishplant had been
built by then—my grandmother
owned the land it was built on.
The plant has been good for the
community because it brought
steady jobs. Before you made
your living from fishing, went
away to the lumberwoods or
worked on the base at Stephen-
ville. People could now stay with

A hint of old Mooring Cove

Bridie Jenkinson

their families rather thau have to
go away every year.”

Life was simpler but a lot hard-
er in those days. Families had to
cope with long periods when they
weren't together.

““A lot of men fished out of Lu-

nenburg when it was a booming ||

fishery,” Bridie recalls. ‘‘People
picked up furniture such as stoves
and pianos there because they
were cheaper. Nearly every piano
in Marystown came from Lunen-
burg by schooner.

“I live in the old Canada Cus-
toms building which my father
moved down from Marystown,
and the schoolhouse is a story in
itself. Weddings were held in the
homes, but the receptions were in
the schoolhouse where there were
lots of dances. We always had
great times there, and everyone

made a batch of home brew. Peo-
ple were more united and closer
then. We'd have card games and
play for anything—a hen might be
a prize, or knitted goods. I assist-
ed in Mass in the chapel in the
school—there was an altar and
the older high school children
helped the priest.”

Voting took place in the school-
house, and agricultural meetings
and weddings. It was the meeting
place for the community. It was

Lo A Lo A A
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just a one-room school with a pot-
bellied stove and a dining room
built on to it, but it was the heart
of the community.

“It was the only place for chil-
dren and they were heartbroken
when it closed down. They
demonstrated to stop the
closure,”” Bridie remembers. “1
only wish we had a community
hall here to replace it.”

Now Mooring Cove is a very
quiet community—*‘a lazy little
village™ as Bridie herself says.

Residents have to go to
Marystown for everything, but
that wasn’t always the case.
““There used to be several
stores here and plenty going on,
but Mooring Cove was always the
last to get everything,’ Bridie
sighs. “We don’t have cable TV,
and it was 1964 before we got elec-
tricity. This was a very staunch
Liberal community, and everyone
voted Liberal until Leo Barry be-
came the first PC member. Bill
Bath worked on his campaign—

he was a professional wrestler, a
big burly man, and he won every-
one over. We got the water system
put in and our road paved and
even a few guard rails.”

The fishplant may be the' most
conspicuous activity in the com-
munity, but the older residents
could doubtless tell us more of
what Mooring Cove was like be-
fore the trawlers and oil rigs
dominated the waters of Mortier
Bay.

Keeping Marystown residents informed

Josephine Kelly was born 60
years ago in Little Bay but lives
in the adjoining community of
Beau Bois now. She can remem-
ber Little Bay before it became
part of Marystown.

“We came to Marystown by
boat or we walked, but I haven’t
had to do that since I became the
librarian 19 years ago because we
have a road and the bridge,”
Josie tells us.

The library has been in
Marystown a long time. The first
library was set up in Sacred
Heart Parish’s stable. Father
Fleming was the parish priest in
the early days, and his old stable
was renovated and Charlotte Pitt-
man was the first librarian.

“The library has grown with
Marystown—we have 885 adults
and 514 juveniles registered here,
mostly from Marystown but from
other places as well,” Josie
reports. ‘“‘Reference and non-
fiction books are more popular
now—people come here for infor-
mation, especially teachers and
high school students doing
research papers. People are mov-
ing away from Harlequin
romances, although I still have a
rack of them and there are peo-
ple in their book club. A lot of our
paperbacks are donated.”

Parents come in with their chil-
dren to help find references on as-
signments, and a class from the
Seventh-Day Adventist Church
school visits every second Thurs-

day. Josie thrives on the extra |

work that brings. She has always

Josie Kelly helps students from the Seventh-day Adventist school find books
and in Library.
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been an active member of the
Marystown community.

“I've been involved with the
Red Cross and Cancer Society for
25 to 30 years and my husband
James is also involved. I was a
teacher for two years in the all-
grade school in Harbour Breton
and stayed home for a nice while
before becoming the librarian
here.”

There are about 6,000 books in
the Marystown Memorial
Library, about half of them fic-
tion. They come from the Arts
and Culture library headquarters
or the regional library in Claren-
ville. Books are also exchanged
every three months, and there are
quite a few inter-library trans-

I MARYSTOWN MEMORIAL LIBRARY

fers. Any books sent come
prepaid through the mail and are
kept for a month.

Josie is pleased by the use
Marystown residents make of
their library. Cable television
doesn’t seem to have diminished
interest in reading.

“People use the library a lot
more now even in summer,
perhaps because books are more
expensive,” Josie notes. ‘‘The
parents of high school students
grew up using libraries so their
children use the library too.”

We can tell Josie enjoys her
work. Is there anything else she
wants to do?

I hope to be a librarian until
1 die,”” she reports.

Frank Kennedy, who was born
in Curling on the west coast, has
been a very active member of the
Marystown community since he
arrived from Terrenceville with
his wife 15 years ago. For many
years he was a town councillor
and very involved in community
affairs, but now Frank has other
duties to perform at home in
Creston South.

“I find I don’t have as much
time for community affairs as I
used to. I have three children in
highsdmlnowandoneinGrade
4. Two are into ballet and two in
karate S0 lspend a lot of time as

" Frank as
we catch him between trips. ‘At
one time I was going to something
every night but I don’t have the
time anymore. I remember look-
ing at a schedule and had to try
to fit meetings in—the commit-
ment you make is a great one.
When the children were in bed
early it was easier—I miiss the ac-
tivity at times. Over the years
T've been with Allied Youth and on
the town council, and I was the
foundmg pmsldent of a local de-

A different role now

job in developing leadership.
That's one thing I've noticed over
the years—the projects them-
selves are not as important as the
human development involved.
People now feel we need more

Frank Kennedy

ago when the swimming pool and
arena were being built. Recrea-
tion has always been a major in-
terest in Marystown.

“The Commission report
on mumcnpahlxes 20 years ago

perhaps an
Arts and Cultural Centre would
help. There are 30,000 people on
the Burin Peninsula and they are
very close. The Joint Councils

ion 20 years

ago when I was principal of the
school in Terrenceyille,

‘““There wasn’t any local organi-

zation then, but the development

associations have done a great

ided the first regional organi-
zation 30 years ago and it’s very
strong when there’s a focus for
development.”
Frank was also Marystown’s
recreation director over 10 years

d that people here want-
ed recreation more than

else—even above water and
sewer,’! Frank comments.
““Young people coming here had
dxfferent e:pectatlons That de-

t has been ph

and the sports organization is ex-
cellent. As recently as 20 years
ago very few schools had gyms or
extra-curricular activities, but
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right now a badminton champion
could come from a small school
just as easily as a large one and
the local school has won | sol'tball
and br

Marystown's indoor swimming pool.

ty college will play a major role
in further education. Students ar-
en't all going to Memorial
Umvexslty—l know of at least 25

several times.”

The strong sense of communi-
ty in Marystown has not escaped
Frank's attention.

“The family is very strong here
on the Burin Peninsula and there
is more a sense of extended fami-
lies than anywhere else I've
been,” he says. “My wife is from
the Philippines and she’s used to
that kind of thing. I work for the
Roman Catholic School Board
here in Marystown and get to
travel around which I enjoy. A
home and school association was
formed recently at Terrenceville
and I went down for the meeting.”

But Frank has not been entire-
ly lost to the immediate area in
terms of community in-
volvement.

““The only official organization
I'm involved with now is the
steering committee of the

tern Community College,” he
tells us. “‘We started up as a group
of people reacting to the govern-
ment White Paper on the Reor-
ganization of the Vocational
Schools. We decided to promote
the concept of community col-
leges and were delighted when
the government listened to groups
across the province and changed
its mind. Afterwards I was ap-
pointed to the preliminary board
of directors.

“I'm hoping the new communi-

d universities

from Marysuvwn alone, and six or

Inside Marystown An!u

seven years ago there were

Frank believes there is proba-
bly a greater need for training op-
portunities than ever before.

“The concept of community
colleges did not catch-on right
away,"" he suggests. “‘It also took
government 30 years to introduce
Grade 12 after it was first pro-
posed and that’s been a hin-
drance to the development of
rural Newfoundland. The percen-
tage of postsecondary students
has already increased because of
the new role of the community
colleges. We only have nine per
cent of our population engaged in
adult education compared to 21
per cent in Ontario. The commu-
nity colleges may have tremen-
dous growth possibilities in
helping development associa-
tions, town councils and fisheries
committees.”
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