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from the editor
Perhaps the most interesting part of working on

the magazine is the mail we receive. While we do
publish most letters, some do not quite so easily
lend themselves to publication without explana­
tion. We tell you about one such letter.

Mr. Edgar Baird of Gander, a longtime sub­
scriber, writes us and encloses a most unusual JX)St
card. He says that as students at Memorial
University College he and a group of friends on OC­
tober 24, 1928, travelled to Bay Roberts to visit
Dawe's woodworking factory. They selected a
piece of wood veneer, signed it and sent it to
Memorial's first president, John Lewis Paton.
While a few names are illegible (at least to us)
some were: sadie Organ, Gwen Baird, A.R. John­
ston, P. Sheppard, Edgar Baird, L. LeGrow, G.M.
Drover, R.F. Dove, C.E. Drover, R. Duder, M.
Hollett, C.L. Roberts, H.J. Sparkes, RE. Chaplain,
G.S. Cowan, W.J. Giles, J. Horwood and Wm. Dawe.

Mr. Baird writes: "There was a staff of six
professors (or teachers) including Mr. Paton, one
janitor (sandy Cook), Monnie Mansfield and
9O-odd students. As this took place 60 years ago,
I presume most of the people whose names are
here have gone to their reward. I remember them
all clearly. I don't recall how the card came into

my possession but surmise that Mr. Paton, con­
necting me in some way with lumber and wood,
and wishing to be rid of it, passed it on to me."

We thank Mr. Baird for sending us the post card,
and notice, though quite heavy, it carried just a
three-cent Newfoundland stamp commemorating
The Fighting Newfoundlander, a bronze-cast
sculpture which was unveiled at Bowring Park,
September 1922, in tribute to the Royal Newfound­
land Regiment.

Also, this time, we note the death of Walter
George Rockwood, a great friend of Decks Awash,
a man who is described in Harold Horwood's his­
tory of the Newfoundland Ranger Force as " ...the
most experienced administrator in the history of
Northern Labrador..." When he retired, Mr. Rock­
wood took up writing and researching at his home
in Sunnyside, Trinity Bay. In fact, in our August
1981 edition, we were privileged to publish his ar­
ticle on Chesley Ford whom he met at Tikeratsiak,
Thsiuak Bay, just south of Nain, Labrador, in 1934.
Walter Rockwood died January 11, 1988-we shall
miss him.
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history

Grand Falls and Windsor

the towns

In 1768, Lieutenant J. Cartwright named Grand
Falls because of the grand falls on the Exploits
River. The area was later renamed Governors
Falls in honor oC Governor J.G. l.eMarchant in 1847
when he made a trip up the river. The new name
never caught on and the name Grand Falls
persevered.

Indirectly the town came into being because of
the fear of war in northern Europe. Alfred Harm­
sworth, later Lord Northcliffe and his brother
Harold Sidney Harmsworth, later Lord Rothmere,
were publishers of the London Daily Mail in Bri­
tain at the turn of the century_ They feared war
in Europe would cut them off from their paper sup­
pliers in Scandinavia and Finland. 'Ib secure a sup­
ply of newsprint they considered building a pulp
and paper mill in Canada or Newfoundland.

Grand Falls, New Brunswick, was one of the 10--

M.thodiat Church at the end of High Street, G...nd Fe".
In 1'11 (photo cour1e~ of the Reverend l8wrence
WaW,..).

cations under consideration. Sir Mayson Beeton,
an employee of the Harmsworlhs, visited the area
near the grand falls on the Exploits River, and
thought it was most suitable because of the vast
supply of limber and the potential power from the
falls.

Alfred Harmsworth visited the site the follow­
ing year and agreed that Grand Falls was the best
choice. He then, in 1904, formed the Anglo­
Newfoundland Development (A.N.D'> Company
Limited which was formally incorporated Janu­
ary 7, 1905, at St. John's, with capital of $5 million.
The company immediately applied to the govern­
ment of Newfoundland under Sir Robert Bond for
limber rigbts to 2,000 square miles plus water and
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Hauling logs In the earlier days of the mill (photo court.
ay 01 Roger Pike).

mineral rights. Sir Mayson became A.N.D.'s first
president.

Bond was strongly in favor of the decision,
despite claims by the Opposition that Harmsworlh
only wanted a resort for fishing and hunting for
his British friends.

Nonetheless the agreement was signed January
12, 1905. Clearing the woods for the mill was be­
gun almost immediately and the initial construc­
tion period provided many jobs for
Newfoundlanders, Canadians and British.

The first settlers in the area were true pioneers
in the Newfoundland interior where they were
forced to live in tar-paper shacks during the ini­
tial construction period. At the time there were no
homes, stores, schools, churches or health facili­
ties. Despite such primitive conditions, things de­
veloped quickly. A hotel was constructed by 1906,
as well as a company staff house (now Carmelite

St. Joseph'. Church In Windsor, completed in 1954 (pho­
to courtesy 01 Father Ron Bromley).
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The approach to Windsor lrom the TCH

House), and a town hall. The cornerstone for the
mill was laid in June 1907 by the Governor's wife,
Lady MacGregor.

The mill was opened willi much ado llie swnmer
of 1909. Lord Northcliffe was in attendance along
with more than 400 guests and 1,000 employees.
The celebration was impressive with a feast for
everyone generating a mood oC excitement
throughout the area.

From the beginning Grand Falls was a closed
town-a company tcM'lI in every sense of the word.
If you weren't employed by the A.N.D. Company,
or a limited number of businesses in Grand Falls,
then you couldn't live in the town. Over the years
those in search of work at the mill or those ex·
periencing temporary lay-off had to live across the
railway tracks in Grand Falls Station, later known
as Windsor.

Grand Falls Station had started as a dormitory
lown for employees of the mill in Grand Falls.
Many people, including mill employees, built
houses on crown land north of the railway station.
Grand Falls Station developed haphazardly be­
cause of lack of planning and control, and suffered
difficulties whicb would later need enormous
amounts of money and time to correct. Two mer·
chants set up in Grand Falls Station in 1905 to serve
the people who began to settle there and those pas­
sengers travelling through by rail.

Another merchant. Maidment, built the first

Church 01 Englend Church, Gnlnd Fall.. 1941 (photo courte­
sy 01 Dorothy GooCIyear).

hotel in Grand Falls Station between 1909 and 1910
shortly after the first house in the area was built
by a shoemaker named Martin Anderson.

In Grand Falls things were developing much
faster. The 21-bed Lady NorthcliCfe Hospital was
built in 1910, and was operated by the A.N.D. Com·
pany. The new hospital had modern equipment of
the day including X-ray and operating·room
equipment.

Grand Falls boasted a population of 1,643 pe0­

ple in 1911 which more than doubled in the next 10
years to 3,768.

When the First World War broke out in 1914,
there were only about seven families living at
Grand Falls Station, and that number decreased
as men left home to fight overseas.

Lord Northcliffe died in 1922 and his brother
Lord Rothmere took over the business. Lord North­
cliffe had been esteemed as a great friend and pa.
tron of Newfoundland and his will demonstrated
his philanthropy by leaving the equivalent of about
three months pay for each oC his employees at
Grand Falls.

Up to 1931, nearly all residential housing was

51. Matthew's Presbyterian Church and manse, Grand Falla

owned by the company. Later they allowed em­
ployees to build their own homes and also to buy
company houses.

Conditions at Grand Falls Station were
described as deplorable in the early 1930s. The
town was first listed in the census in 1935 with a
population of 1,447. There was no water supply or
~'ers in the community and livmg conditions
were said to be unhealthy. Newfoundland's Com­
mission of Government sent representatives to in­
vestigate the situation. They decided to set up a
sanitary works committee. With lilUe funding the
committee was unable to improve conditions and
sold its equipment which consisted of just a horse
and cart.

Three men who were opposed to the idea of dis·
banding the committee argued that residents
could support services in the community. The men
sent a telegram to the Commission of Government
voicing their concerns and they called a meeting
of residents of Grand Falls Station to discuss the
community's situation. They drew up guidelmes
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LIMITED

NEWFOUNDLAND <> LABRADOR

DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Under this term loan program we can
lend you twice what you have up to
a maximum of $20,000. For exam­
ple, if you have $5,000, we can lend
you $10,000 with repayments made
over five years on a schedule tailored
to your financial circumstances.

If you would like to find out more, call
us at 1-800-563-9179, toll-free, and
ask about our Young Entrepreneur
Program.

YOUTH IS WASTED
ON THE YOUNG

We don't believe that. In fact we think
energy, drive, and enthusiasm, the
marks of youth, are also the essen­
tial ingredients of business success.
What youth sometimes lacks is ac­
cess to capital. If you are between 19
and 30 and are trying to finance a
new business, you should look into
our Young Entrepreneur Program.

Meanwhile, the A.N.D. Company started to open
up Grand Falls in the late 19505, and on January
1, 1961, the town incorporated with a population of
more than 6,000.

The Company then appointed a Board of
Trustees to run the town for a year during its tran·
sition period from a company town to an incorpo­
rated town. The A.N.D. still provided full funding
for the year and, in ovember 1961, eJections were
held. All Board me nbers ran in the election and
all were elected. At ~i,is point the town was very
prosperous because it was receiving grants both

Roman Catholic Church, Wlndaor

Notre Dame Ac.demy, Gl'llnd Falla

for operating the town and then asked the Com­
mission of Government to incorporate them.

Windsor was officially incorporated November
1, 1938, the second community after St. John's to
gain that distinction. Some people wanted to call
the town after Sir Robert Bond, but Windsor took
its name from the British Royal Family. Official
permission to incorporate was given by the King
and a seal with an imprint of a small tower from
Windsor Castle was sent to the town. This seal
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from the province and the Company as well.
The town's coat of arms was presented by the

Honorable Vere Rothmere, on behalf of his fami­
ly. It shows two caribous, one on each side of a
shield. They each have a hoof on a fish-the cari­
bous and fish represent bountifulness. Between
them is a wigwam, denoting the Beothuk Indians.
A wavy line on the shield stands for the Exploits
River, two paper scrolls depict the importance of
paper, while the Harmsworth shield and a star
denote progress. Beneath it is the Latin motto: E
SILVA SURREXI which translated means, "I
arose from the woodlands".

The A.N.D. sold the town hall and stadium to the
newly incorporated town for $184,000, which the
town engineer of the day, Wilf Maloney, says was
a real bargain. The new council decided immedi­
ately to develop an industrial park. It was Mayor
Walter 'fucker's idea and it resulted in numerous
jobs and a strong tax base for the town. 'Ibday
there are more than 1,000 people employed at the
park. Mayor 'fucker realized modernization at the
mill would eventually mean a loss of jobs and he
saw the industrial park as an alternative job
source for the town.

The Lady Northcliffe hospital was too small to
accommodate the increasing number of people liv­
ing in Grand Falls and Windsor, so a hospital fund
was started, and in 1963, the Central NewJoundland
Regional Health Centre opened. It had 219 beds
and was operated by the Grand Falls Hospital Cor-

Coat of Arms for Grand Falla motto: E SUw Surrexl. "I arose
from the woodlands" (photo courtesy of Father Ron
Bromley).

The "brick building" below High Street, Grand Falls. Now
boarded up, it once served 8S the primary school.

poration.
Grand Falls and Windsor have numerous

recreational facilities today including softball
fields, stadiums, a pool, curling rinks, bowling al­
leys, movie theatres, tennis courts, a youth centre
and a nine-hole golf course.

schools

In 1905, the A.N.D. Company built a non­
denominational school with Miss Annie Crocker
as its first teacher. In Newfoundland which had a
denominational school system, this was the only
nonsectarian school. In 1906, Mr. George Hicks be­
came schoolmaster with 15 students enrolled. He
remained with the school for four years and later
became the first principal of Grand Falls Acade­
my in 1908. As numbers increased, it became ap­
parent a new Academy was needed. Built in 1912
at a cost of $22,000 it could accommodate 250 stu­
dents. The Roman Catholics built a small school
in 1910, ending the nondenominational system. In
1912, they opened the much larger Notre Dame
Academy for Catholic students. In 1933, the
Presentation Sisters took over the Academy where
they continued to teach until 1979. The Christian
Brothers arrived in the town in 1956 with the open­
ing of St. Michael's Regional High School. More
than 300 boys attended St. Michael's coming from
as far away as Norris Arm and Badger.

A kindergarten was built to house Academy stu-
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A new primary and elementary school was
erected that year and named St. Francis Xavier.

churches

Before the advent of church buildings in the
area, visiting clergy held services and masses in
the town hall and schoolhouse. Roman Catholics
buill the first chapel in 1907, and had completed
a church by 1910. At about the same time the Sal·
vation Army was conducting services in the tern·
porary buildings occupied bY workers. In 1909 they
started building a citadel.

SI. Matthew's PresbYterian Church held its first
service September 25, 1910, and is the only one of
the original church buildings remaining. The
Church 01 England began building a church in
1909. The Methodists erected their own church on
High Street in 19l1.

In the early days of Windsor, prior to the con­
struction of St. Joseph's Church, Roman Cathol­
ics attended mass in the on~room schoolhouse. In
1938, under the guidance of Monsignor Finn, the
construction of a chapel was begun, and with the
benefit of free labor it was completed quickly and
inexpensively. It did not last long, for just two
years later a fire burned it to the ground during
the Forty Hours of Devotion in 1940. In July that
same year work was begun on a new one and on
~

Evangel Pentecostal Tabernacle, Grenfell Heights

september 3, 1940, the first mass was celebrated
in the new church.

The first Pentecostal service was conducted in
a store owned by William Anderson, in Windsor
July 1926.

The 1911 census shows that in Grand Falls there
were 428 Roman Catholics, 490 Church 01 England,
471 Methodists, 101 Salvation Army, and lI8 Pres­
byterians

The Company recognized the importance of
church life to the people of Grand Falls and was
always ready to help them with funding lor spe­
cial projects. The Jehovah's Witness and Pen·
tecostal churches weren't built in Grand FaJJs until
more than 50 years later. The Jehovah's Witness·
es built their firSt church in 1964 and the Pen­
tecostal church was completed in 1965.

Interestingly, today you'll find most of the
churches in Grand Falls located on Church Road.

Chrlstlan Tabernacle, Windsor

dents in 1920, and cost the A.N.D. Company $3iJ,000.
The costs ~Iatedover the years, and a new high
school buIlt In 1936 cost approximately $150,000.
ThIS bUilding was located on Station Road and in
1960 students from the Kindergarten building and
the old Academy bUilding vacated those schools
to attend the Station Road school. In the same year
a new Grand Falls Academy Central High School
was .erected on Maple Street at a cost of $600,000.

With a new Grand Falls primary opened in 1975
the development orthis system becomes a bit con·
fusing because aU the board's schools were named
Grand Falls Academy. In the end there were three
schools operating under that school board-Grand
FaUs Academy Central High School, Grand Falls
Academy Elementary School and the Grand Falls
Academy Primary School.

The first school in Windsor, S1. Joseph's, was a
converted tinsmith shop, a one-room school with
26 pupils. In 1939 three Presentation Sisters were
teaching there. In 1942, Father Meaney had a six·
roo,m ~chool.~uilt, 51. Joseph's all grade school,
which In addition offered business education. Like
the previous school, it was staffed by the Presen­
tation Sisters.

As the town of Windsor grew, so did the demand
for more room in the school and as a result in 1949
a ~2-roo~ building, 51. Joseph's Academy, was
bUilt. It IS located on the same site where the six·
room schoolhouse had been. The building expand·
ed over.the years and had 24 classrooms, a music
room, lIbrary, and gyf!.lnasium by 1960.

........



First United Chun::h, Windsor

saved from their jobs they set up their own print­
ing company with a printing press, a few .type­
faces, some paper and ink. As they were bUilding
up a job-printing operation, they acquired an old
newspaper press. With this they decided to pub­
lish a newspaper, .the second for Grand Falls. On
April 8, 1936, The Grand Falls Advertiser hit the
streets. The bi-weekly paper was very popular and
was available not only in Grand Falls and Wind­
sor but also in nearby communities.

Michael's wife, Laura, was the paper's first
editor and was credited with writing both the news
of the community and interesting editorials. In
1938 the brothers managed to buy a typesetting
ma~hineand in February 1938 the paper became
a weekly.

When the war started in 1939. it had a positive
effect on the business and the two brothers quit
their full-time jobs, which they were still holding
down at the mill, to devote all their time to the
printing business. In 1968, they ~ld the company
to the Crosbie Group of Compames and the paper
was then published by the Robinson:BI~ckmore

Printing and Publishing Company Llmlted. The
paper is now published twice a week.

The Blackmore boys grew from a company
operating out of a shed behind their home at U Mill
Road to a thriving business on High Street by 1944.
As the company grew and prospered, their High
Street premises had several additions over the
next two decades, and in 1977 the company relo­
cated to the DOMAC building on Harris Avenue.

businesses

The company town rule affected not only where
people could live but also which businesses could
open in the town. One of the first businesses in the
area was Josiah S. Goodyear's stable which he set
up in 1908. Josiah and his son Stanley hauled
freight and carried passengers. After the First
World War he incorporated J.S. Goodyear and Sons
and went into the contracting business. The A.N.0.
Company, in keeping with the tradition of a com­
pany town, ran the first grocery and dry goods
store. In 19U they allowed the Royal Stores to take
the business over. Fred Lake opened a meat shop
a few years later. Lorenzo Moore opened the first
bakery in the 19305.

The Grand Falls Co-operative Society was
formed in 1919 and registered one year later. This
Society was affiliated with the Co-operative Whole­
sale Society in England and membership was
open, but consisted mostly of mill employees. It

The Arts and Culture centre, G,..nd Falls

Mary Man::h Museum, Gl1Ind Falls

sold both food and general merchandise and
opened with a staff of nine.

One of the better-known and more successful
businesses in town was tied in with the mill and
operated by two mill employees, Michael and
Walter Blackmore. who moved to the town with
their family while they were still in their teens. Af­
ter graduation, like most boys in Grand Falls, they
went to work for the mill. The two shared a keen
interest in the print industry and with money they

• - DECKS AWASH



Canadian Seafood Information Centre­
"Canadian Seafood: 'I in the World"

Hotline
1-806-263-7405 8:30 to G p.m.

The Town .00 Country Inn, with the Central Community
College'. technic.' courses bUilding in the backQrouOO.

ca nWA) union which was representing the
loggers when the mood turned ugly resulting in the
death of a young police constable, William Moss.

After the war Britain found it cheaper to buy
paper from Scandinavia. Because of this change
in markets, in April 1961, the A.N_D_ Company
merged with Price Brothers and Company Limit­
ed resulting in one of the largest newsprint
producers in the world. In 1965, the A.N.D. became
known as Price (Nfld.) Pulp and Paper Company
Limited. The first thing they did was intitiate a $23
million expansion program. Production increased
by 50 per cent over the next five years creating
another 420 jobs.

In 1978, the Abitibi Price Company Ltd acquired
98.6% of P,rice's outstanding common shares, and
the followmg year the company became Abitibi­
Price Inc. II
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per year. The Company's first labor dispute oc­
curred in 1921 when the Company had decided to
reduce wages in order to compete with other paper
companies in Europe. The employees opposed the
idea and stayed away from work three monUts to
prove their point.

A sixth machine was running by 1925 increas­
ing output to 100,000 tons annually. It was decided
that they needed more power, SO in 1927 a new dam
was built at Red Indian u.ke to provide water
storage.

The Great Depression had little effect on the
mill's production and by 1940-41, it was working at
full capacity. Grand Falls was described as the oa­
sis in the desert. Many of the employees went over­
seas in the Second World War so output was
reduced.

In 1959, the Company's second strike became
violent and finally Premier Joseph Smallwood de­
certified the International Woodworkers of Ameri-

The Brookfield k:e Cfewn buHding on Uncoln Road, Brook­
~~e~~':tC;:~::' waa one 01 the earty businesses to set up

The Anglo-Newfoundland Development Conlpa­
ny Ltd. signed an agreement with the Government
of Newfoundland on January 12, 1905, and shortly
after they were on site clearing the land and con­
structing temporary living quarters.

The cornerstone of the mill was laid on June 3,
1907 and it was officially opened October 9, 1909.
The ope_-'ling celebration was something to write
home about. The entire town was draped in bunt­
ing, streamers and nags. A huge sign read ..WE .....
COME TO THE CHIEF" and a private train
carried guests from St. John's to the festivities.
Four hundred and twenty-seven special guests
were treated to a seven-eourse meal. In attendance
were the Northcliffes along with the Governor, Sir
Ralph Williams, and the new Prime Minister, Sir
E.P. Morris. Then more than 1,000 employees were
later treated to the same lavish meal and each
was given a plug of tobacco. Bands played, acting
troupes brought in from the mainland entertained
and the partying continued until 2 a.m.

The three machines, which were officially start­
ed by Lady Northcliffe, Lady Williams and Lady
Beeton, produced 30,000 tons of paper annually.
The first ne\\-'Sprint rolled off the machines on De­
cember 22, 1909. In 1912 two new machines were
installed, raising the mill's capacity to 60,960 tons

the mill

Mount Peyton Hotel, Grand Falla
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Th. paper mill in the early days (photo courtesy of Roger
Pike).

. .
Working In the woods before mechanization (photo courte­
sy 01 Roger Pike).
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Planning pays off
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While Paul Hennessey may be
in the real estate business, right
now he's selling the town of
Grand Falls. As mayor, he
spends at least 25 hours each
week on town business, and his
workload is likely to become a lot
heavier because the town has
been designated the Forestry
Capital of Canada for 1988. In ad­
dition, there is a Forestry
Resources Exhibition, a Salmon
Festival, and the Salvation Army
Annual Congress this summer.
This might be enough to overtax
anyone, but Paul is counting on
the town's organizations to make
things easier. Grand Falls has al­
ways been known for its organi·
zations, planning and vitality, all
the way from the early days of
the Anglo-Newfoundland De­
velopment (A.N.DJ Company.

"The town was planned well,"
Paul suggests. "The A.N.D. Com­
pany structured it well and made
sure we had good engineers to
look after it and provide the serv­
ices we needed. The people who
came over from Britain made
their contributions to both social
and culturalliIe in the communi­
ty, and Grand Falls was always

Paiul Henneuey

noted for its drama and music. In
addition, many of the workers
came from bays around the is­
land and brought their own mus­
ic and entertainment. My father
came from Placentia Bay in
1913."

Paul and his wife Elizabeth
were born in Grand Falls, as
were their three daughters, so his
pride in his community is not sur·
prising. Elizabeth's father, Leo
Ryan, was on the first elected
council a year after the A.N.D,
handed over control of the town
to a government-appointed board
of governors. It was naturallhat

Paul would want to become in·
volved in the council. He has been
mayor for six years and deputy
mayor before that for a total of 11
years with the town council.

"There has always been a high
interest in municipal affairs. The
council is a cross-section of the
community-unions, business·
people, teachers, and women,"
Paul notes. "Services are very
good, although we do have
problems with the water supply
which is shared with Windsor and
Bishop's Falls. The engineering
work for a water treatment plant
has been completed, and con­
struction should begin in the
spring. Itwill take three years to
complete, depending on the fund­
ing. The cost is at least $7 million
for the three towns of Bishop's
Falls, Windsor and Grand Fans.
We're not afraid of amalgama·
tion with Windsor, but financial
outlays make it impossible in the
short term,"

There have been a number of
changes in recent years.

"The town is coming of age,
and we're finding our population
is becoming older," Paul points
out. "That means we have to look
at the whole scenario of services
and start budgeting for activities
for seniors. This is a very or·
ganized town in Utat just about
everyone is involved in some­
thing, and there are so many or·
ganizations.

"Right now Grand Falls is be­
coming the central distribution
centre in the province with sever­
al transport companies moving
here in the last six to eight years.
The mayor's job is time consum·
ing and demanding but also re·
warding, You get heavily
involved in government policy.
Some people don't like oor having
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as the Forestry Capital of Cana­
da will provide national and in­
ternational exposure, something
Paul acknowledges will put the
town on the map. The approach
taken indicates once more the or·
ganized nature of the community.

"The different committees
have come up with a lot of great
ideas for the 12-month period,
and we will organize one major
event each month," Paul reports.
"Activities are c<H>rdinated with
the local service clubs and the
forestry capital logo will be used
for all events. Going to Liverpool,
Nova Scotia, for last year's
events was a great help to us in

closed council meetings, but I this summer. planning activities."
find people are more ready to "The double-daylight savings Grand Falls will certainly
talk and discuss options in closed time may not make it necessary figure in many visitors' itiner·
meetings." this year, but we made a commit· aries this year, and it's clear that

The municipal band is one of ment and the local association is Paul Hennessey, his council and
Paul's personal contributions to making sure we honor it," Paul the citizens of Grand Falls are
the town. Always interested in admits. ready to make the trips
music, his many years with the The designation of Grand Falls worthwhile. I!I
Kiwanis music festival en·lr--------------------..-:;
couraged him to suggest that the
council fund a band after the Roy·
al Newfoundland Regiment band
disbanded. With the help of some
money for equipment from
Abitibi-Price, the 47-piece senior
band is very much a reality un­
der the direction of Raymond
Aylward, the music teacher at S1.
Michael's High School who
received his training at the
Boston Conservatory of Music.

"We've no problem getting
anything connected with music
going in this community," Paul
says with a broad grin. "Right
now we've a good mix of local
people in the band, and there is
also a 65-member Rotary Glee
Club directed by Mrs. Maxine
Stanley. It's the same with
sports. Broomball and hockey
are important, and Grand Falls
also has a very active curling
club with the provincial senior
championships held this Febru·
ary. Next year we'll be holding
the National Masters Five-Pin
Bowling competition."

A feasibility study on the con­
struction of a sports complex has
now been completed. The town
already has a number of ball·
parks, notably Centennial Field
where lights are being installed

12 - DECKS AWASH
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Walwin is in a no-win situation

Walwln Blackmore

Windsor Town Hall

Walwin, who was born on Bell
Island, moved to Windsor in 1968
to be near his wife's family in
Grand Falls, and has been in­
volved with the council for 10
years and considers himself a
Windsorite. He says this likely
will be a lively second term as
mayor.

"We've been discussing amal­
gamation with Grand Falls, but
we want to ensure that Windsor's
situation will improve under any
amalgamation," Walwin stress­
es. "Water quality is still a
problem for Windsor, Grand
Falls and Bishop'S Falls and we
may have to increase rates. Our
residential rates are already up
to 13 mills compared to 8.9 mills
in Grand Falls which has a more
varied tax base. Our population
has decreased, which is true for
most of central Newfoundland­
the 1986 census listed 5,545 peo­
ple, down from 5,747 in 1981. One
reason is tha t there are few op­
portunities for young people, and
some Windsor families have
moved to Grand Falls."

On the positive side, Windsor
has not been standing still. An in­
dustrial park built with DRIE
money opened last fall and is ad­
ministered by the Newfoundland
and Labrador Housing Corpora­
tion (NLHC). There are several
construction projects in Windsor,
too.

live in Windsor, which this year
celebrates its 50th anniversary of
incorporation, and about 90 per
cent of the tax revenue comes
from residential properties.

"Windsor was incorporated in
November 1938-the first town af­
ter S1. John's," Walwin states
with pride. "We're getting some
funds from Soiree '88, which is
celebrating the 100th anniversary
of the incorporation of S1. John's
and local government in general.
Originally there was some talk of
naming the town after Sir Robert
Bond, but eventually it was
named for the Royal Family,"
but he adds, "he did get Bond
Street named after him, though."

Walwin Blackmore is the geni­
al principal of W. Bramwell
Booth Central High School in
Windsor. He's also the mayor of
Windsor at a time when both
Windsor and Grand Falls are
looking for government as­
sistance to boost the economy of
central Newfoundland. It's a no­
win situation because Windsor
doesn't have the tax base or in­
dustry of its neighbor, and amal­
gamation with Grand Falls
worries residents who fear Wind­
sor will lose its identity. Walwin
and his council are trying to up­
grade the community and, at the
same time, study the consultants'
engineering and financial
reports.

"A five-year forecast of
revenue and expenditure will also
give government and the town
some idea of what's involved in
bringing services up to the Grand
Falls level," Walwin reports. "It
could also determine funding for
capital works. We have the finan­
cial study completed, and we'll
meet with the minister of
municipal affairs to talk about
proposals for 1988 and beyond.
We've been operating with a
deficit for several years."

Windsor's biggest problem is
that it has alwaxs been a residen­
tial community for workers at the
paper mill in Grand Falls.
Almost half of the mill workers
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TERRA TRANSPORT

DAILY SCHEDULE0

ST. JOHN'S to CORNER BROOK
Effective February 15, 1988
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~
ROADCRUISER

EXPEDO SERVICE

800 Dep. St. John's Au. 550

1015 Arr. O,p. 335
Ciarenl/ille

1025 Dep. Arr. 325

1210 Arr. O,p. 140
Gander-

1230 Dep. Arr. 120

145 Au. Dep. 1215
Grand Falls

200 O,p. Arr. 1200

2211 O,p. Badger Dep. 1140

305 Dep. South Brook O,p. 1100

310 Dep. Springdale Jet. O,p. 1050

325 Arr. D,p. 1035
Bale Verte Jet.

335 Dep. Arr. 1025

410 Dep. Hampden Jet. D,p. 940

420 Dep. Howley Jet. Dep. 930

435 Dep. Deer Lake D,p. 915

500 Dep. Pasadena D,p. 850

520 Arr. Corner Brook Dep. 830

502

"The only provincial road sign
for Windsor is just outside Gan­
der. Atown of nearly 6,000 people
deserves better than that-we're
one of the 10 largest towns in the
province."

501

GWill Not Operate December 25
• Meal Stop
A.M. Light Print
P.M. Dark Print

roadcruiser terminal in Windsor,
but all the advertising mentions
Grand Falls. We've managed to
get them to change the sign on the
building but it took a number of
years to get that," Walwin sighs.

"There are plans to add a $1.25
million extension to W. Bramwell
Booth Central High School, the
Salvation Army has a new build­
ing under construction, and the
Pentecostal Church is talking of
building a new church complex,"
Walwin notes. "The NLHC is
building eight senior citizens
units. There is a fair demand for
housing sites, and we're looking
at the mini-home concept, which
is one step up from a mobile
home. We have developed one
subdivision and the NLHC
another-they have 80 rental
units in Windsor. The town is
preparing a newer area of the
town for serviced bUilding lots."

The town is also very active in
recreation. The swimming pool is
run by the Exploits Swimming
Association, which is a volunteer
organization, but the town owns
the building, which is home to the
Exploits Otters Swim Club. It's
the only pool in the area so the
town of Grand Falls pays a sub­
sidy of $20,000 for operation of the
pool, while the town of Windsor
pays $25,000. The stadium is at
full tilt during the winter months
and both ballfields are used to ca·
pacity in summer.

"Our stadium is going full time
October to April and is one of the
more active stadiums with
broomball, skating and hockey
all major activities," Walwin rev­
eals. "The ballfields and the
stadium are also used by people
from Grand Falls. There has
been a provincial men's and
women's broomball tournament
this year, and we have a number
of softball, ball hockey and minor
hockey tournaments each year.
Almost every sport is represent­
ed here. The Sparkling Blades
are the figure-skating club for
Grand Falls and Windsor, and the
Exploits Otters Swim Club is
another dual club. A number of
our residents are in the curling
and golf clubs based in Grand
Falls."

You would think such a range
of activities would ensure Wind­
sor's place on the provincial map,
but it's been difficult for the town
to get recognition.

"We have TerraTransport's
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Carmelite House

A home in every sense of the word

NTV NEWFOUNDLAND S FIVE STAR NETWORK 24 HOURS A DAY

use a chapel set up in the home's
auditorium.

"We have qualified nursing as­
sistants or nurses, a social coun­
sellor and a physiotherapist, and
we draw on the services of the
regional hospital for other phys­
iotherapy, psychiatric care and
laundry facilities," Eric notes as
we continue our tour. "We also
have a mini-bus for outings, shop­
ping trips, and once a year we
take a longer trip to Corner Brook
or a lobster boil somewhere.
Transportation to hospital is
usually by taxi or ambulance."

Residents have friends in the
local area and visits are an im­
portant part of the treatment.

"Most make friends easily and
reswne old friendships," Eric
continues. "We usually restrict
the lower limit to 60 but our aver­
age age is 83 or 84-those in their
early 70s are considered young­
sters. Some staff bring in chil­
dren, and we're considering an
'adopt a grandparent' program.
We also have budgies on each
floor and the SPCA brings in
animals from the shelter which is
something residents enjoy. Ev­
ery Friday night there's a sing­
song and dance in the main

Eric Power

there is a licensed boarding home
in Bishop's Falls."

Carmelite House offers a full
range of medical and social serv­
ices, and residents have all the
comforts of home, including a
sense of community. Atour of the
building reveals that all but one
accommodation on each floor
have a window overlooking the
central quadrangle. Residents
can also walk a short distance to
the park behind Carmelite House.
This also gives access to the
churches on Church Road. Non­
ambulatory residents are able to

carmelite House

Carmelite House has been a
landmark in Grand Falls from
the early days of settlement.
Built as the A.N.D. staff house, it
later became the Carmelite
Hotel. In 1972 the Carmelite In­
terfaith Committee purchased it
and converted it to a senior
citizen's home. The building looks
very impressive from the out­
side, and the interior proves to be
spacious and bright, quite unlike
what you might expect.

Eugene Toope, who worked in
the hotel, became assistant ad­
ministrator of Carmelite House
when it opened in June 1974 be­
fore being appointed adminis­
trator in 1983. Unfortunately, he
is inSt. John's when we visit, but
assistant administrator Eric
Power proves to be an ideal
stand-in as our guide.

"Carmelite House serves cen­
tral Newfoundland, although
we'll take residents from Bay
d'Espoir, Springdale and
province-wide if there are vacan­
cies on any of the four floors," ex­
plains Eric who has been in his
post for five years. "We have a
full complement of 102 residents
and rarely have a vacancy for
more than a day or two. In addi­
tion, CMHC have two senior
citizen housing developments and
r..
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lobby-some of our residents are
very musical."

The residents operate their own
canteen where they take turns in
serving, and one lady even runs
a canteen.-on-wheels. The aux­
iliary is a big help, especially for
the older residents, and local resi·
dent and retired nurse Dorothy
Goodyear has a painting project
every Thursday that's well at-

tended. The large-screen TV by
the main lobby is another major
attraction.

"It's well used, especially
around World series and Stanley
Cup time," Eric reports. "Two or
three residents watch hockey ev­
ery Saturday night, but there
wasn't much talk about the
Olympics except about the dis­
ruption of regular programs.

Most of the events were on so
late, and the soap opera regulars
weren't happy about missing
their shows."

We wonder how heated the con­
versations will be if strikes by
writers in Hollywood cause the
postponement of soap operas and
talk shows. Carmelite House
could be a lively place if that con­
tinues for any length of time. II

churches

Father Bromley is back in Grand Falls

A.W. (ART) ABBOTT

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

AUTOMOTIVE • INDUSTRIAL
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

IIEI COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT

ment for electricity.
"Lobbying was part of the

process, I would travel to Grand
Falls to use a phone and call
different government depart­
ments and pester them. One time
Premier Smallwood was in Wind·
sor and he agreed to meet me at
1:30 in the morning. When I ex­
plained our situation and asked
when we could look forward to
getting electricity he phoned
somebody right then at that hour
in the morning looking for infor­
mation,"

In the end, Brent Cove got elec­
tricity and one of the reasons for
getting it was that the local peo­
ple cut and provided the wooden
poles for the utility company.

Today Father Bromley isn't

Father Ron Bromley, paator at
Cathedral 01 Immaculate Cathedral.

on the Baie Verte Peninsula, he
lobbied the Smallwood govern-

Father Ron Bromley was or­
dained in Grand Falls 25 years
ago, just before the new
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception was built. Prior to
that the Conche native was a
teacher. It was omy after teach­
ing for three years that he be­
came attracted to the priesthood.

"!l's the best job there is," he
says. "There are a few lows, but
I couldn't envisage any life other
than this, it's very fulfilling. And
the people are great, there's a
real bonding with the
parishioners, we become very at­
lached to the people."

Although Father Bromley be­
gan his career in Grand Falls and
is serving the parish today as
pastor, he hasn't been there for
the past 25 years, in fact he has
worked all over the island during
that time, in Norris Arm, Whit­
bourne, La Scie, and Brent Cove.
He returned to his first parish
four years ago and expects to be
at Grand Falls at least two more
years.

"I remember when I was first
ordained you had to raise money
for the church yourseU, running
movies and bingos." He laughs
about putting on concerts and
plays and then travelling from
community to community to per- Branch Manager
form. "!lgave us a great rapport
with the people." 70 Kenmount Road 1-800-536-4646

He recalls the earlier days
when living conditions in smaller P.O. Box 12094 Bus: 754-0380
communities weren't what they 51. John's, Nfld. Res: 781·2455
are today. While working in
Brent Cove, a small community IL......;.A.;.1..;B;...;3_T.;;.5 T..e;.;le.;.x...:_O.;.1..6-4;.....;;U9.=.......



telling us about the history of the
church in Grand Falls and his
role as a priest, although he tried
on a number of occasions to avoid
the camera. U's not exactly a 9 to
5 job, and during our interview
Father Bromley was called away
to the phone by a man who just
wanted to talk. As he would say,
that's why he's there, for the
people.
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concerned about electricity, but
he's still lobbying for changes in
society, both locally and univer­
sally, on such matters as abor­
tion, the criminal code and
apartheid.

"I'm on the pastoral care com­
mittee for the prison, that's
where I was earlier today, in
Bishop's Falls. I was with an ecu­
menical group, in Grand Falls we
have a very strong ministerial as­
sociation so that anything the
different religions can do in com­
mon, we try to do together."

He says the big thing these
days in his parish is the renewal
or "stewardship" program.
Through this two-and-a-half-year
program, the laity takes an ac­
tive role in the ministry of the
church, including visiting other
catholics in the parish. It also en­
tails spiritual development of
people, and education in the
ministries.

"It's really catching on in
Grand Falls, there is a role for
the laity in the church and they
are helping us with the ministry
of the church."

Cathedral 01 Immaculate Conception, Grand Falls

When we visited Grand Falls,
Bishop Faber McDonald was on
a Confirmation tour. Although his
home base is at the Immaculate
Conception, he is the bishop of the
Diocese of Grand Falls which ex­
tends as far east as Holyrood.
"The Bishop's work entails a lot
of travel," Father Bromley ex­
plains, "but he is present for all
the liturgical celebrations. II

This soft-spoken priest enjoyed

The Salvation Army in Grand Falls and Windsor

The Salvation Army's Division­
al Headquarters at 1 Junction
Road in Grand Falls co-ordinates
all Army activities in central
Newfoundland. The Salvation
Army has citadels in Windsor and
Grand Falls from which the
pastoral ministry is conducted.

Major Robert Slous, the Cen­
tral Newfoundland Divisional
Secretary, takes time to describe
Army activities in Grand Falls
and Windsor. He tells us the
Grand Falls citadel is relatively
new, and the Windsor citadel is
being relocated near the swim­
ming pool and is slated to open in
september.

"U's long overdue, and will
meet the needs of people in a new
part of the town," Major Slous in­
dicates. "We provide our pro­
grams with the help of a local
advisory board of business and
professionals who monitor the

Major Robert Sious
needs of the area. That's been a
definite asset in terms of aware­
ness and input from local people.
Dr. Neil Harvey is our chairman,
and Terry Goodyear is the vice-

chairman.
"We have active young pe0­

ple's groups in Windsor and
Grand Falls, but we're concerned
about the number of young pe0­
ple having to move away. Both
corps have bands and songster
brigades and a very active
church program throughout the
week. Hardly an evening goes by
without something going on in the
two buildings."

The Salvation Army is active in
the family services field.

"We run a fresh-air camp for
underprivileged children who are
recommended by school
guidance counsellors or social
workers," Major Slous reports.
"At Christmas, we have a relief
program with hampers and gift
vouchers, and also furnish gifts
and toys in conjunction with
VOCM's Happy Tree project.
There has been a tremendous
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Majors Blanche and cecil Pike

response from local people who
reaHze Christmas relief is still
very necessary. The winter
months are the time of greatest
need with a high degree of unem­
ployment and high fuel bills."

Majors Cecil and Blanche Pike
are The Army's family services
officers. They help to meet im­
mediate emergency family needs
and transients. They also provide
counselling services and help
new families to establish them­
selves. Working with correction­
al services at Bishop's Falls they
provide a link between inmates
and their families, and they are
chaplains for the hospital and
Carmelite House.

Although they live in Grand
Falls, the Pikes have their office
in the thrift store on Main Street
in Windsor where we meet them.

Major Cecil Pike has been with
The Army 'n years, 16 years as
a corps officer and the balance in
various types of social work in
hospitals, hostels and rehabilita­
tion centres.

"I come from a salvationist fa­
mily and trained at 91 LeMar­
chant Road in St. John's in
1951-52," he tells us. "All our
seven children have been in­
volved in Salvation Army work,
although the youngest is still at
Grand Falls Academy. One son is
a cadet at the new training col­
lege. Training has changed now,
because people's needs are
different. We also have a son in
social work and a daughter teach·

ing nursing at the university.
Major Pike, who was in urban

charges in Ontario, British
Columbia and at the Harbour
Light Centre in 51. John's before
returning to Newfoundland from
Thunder Bay in 1987, notes that
the larger the community is, the
greater the need. Central New­
foundland has more pressing
needs partly because many serv·
ices found in a larger city are not
available. In terms of total num­
bers, the Army's family services
division covers as many people
as live in a large city.

"All the churches provide help,
but some people come to us be­
cause we are The salvation Anny
and are associated with the emer­
gency services they need. People
might need money for a tankful

of gas or have a family crisis to
solve. For example, the RCMP
phoned me recently at 2.00 a.m.
on a stormy night about a wom­
an they picked up on the highway
who needed accommodation. We
have arrangements with a Jocal
hotel for those kinds of accommo­
dations. The manager phoned me
the next day saying she appeared
to be depressed. We phoned her
neighbors who were able to con­
tact her husband, and they
patched things up so she was re­
united with her two children. We
do have some success stories, but
there's an awful lot of wondering
whether what you've done was
enough. Sometimes you never
know, or you find out months af·
terwards." I!

Cod Casserole

1 lb. cod fillet
1 onion
1 Ill-oz. liD tomato soup
Salt and pepper
Prepared mustard
Green pickle relish

Place cod lD casserole, add onion,
salt and pepper (tn taste). Spread
iIJrepared mUSlard and green rel­
Ish over fish. Add liD of tomato

. Bake al325 - 350 degrees F
iii fish is cooked.
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The United Church in Grand Falls
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500 families in all, although we
might not see 100 of them,"
Lawrence says. "Morning serv­
ices are more popular, but we
have 50-60 people at evening serv­
ices. We share radio time with
the other denominations and
that's very weB received in
Green Bay and White Bay where

.. there may not be a service in the
local church each Sunday."

A tour of the church's interior
reveals a balcony and impressive
organ pipes. The Casavant organ
itself is a memorial to Sgt. Ernest
E. King, Sgt. Cyril Taylor and
AlB William Rendell who gave
their lives in the Second World
War.

Memorial United has junior
and senior choirs as well as bands
and other singing groups.

"Some of our senior choir have
been with us for years,"
Lawrence notes. "Our
6O-member junior choir moves
around quite a bit. Their last trip
was to Corner Brook, and they're
planning a 1990 trip to Nova Sco­
tia. The youngest members are
about 11 and they stay in the choir
until about 18 when they leave for
university. We also sponsor
brownies, cubs, boy scouts and
girl guides and they're a fairly
strong group."

Lawrence and Bernice's fami­
ly is now dispersed, although
their youngest daughter, Lisa, is
home and taking Grade 11 in
Grand Fans. Their elder daugh­
ter Rhonda is in her fourth year
of a bachelor of nursing, and son,
Geoff, who did two years of high
school in Grand Falls, is in his se­
cond year of science and sociolo­
gy at Acadia University. II

The Reverend Lawrence Watkins

Flower's Cove and Stoneville,
five years in Musgrave Harbour,
four years in Twillingate and
eight years in Baie Verte before
coming here in 1985," Lawrence
tells us. "I was the only one from
Comfort Cove to be ordained
minister, although two uncles,
Cecil Avery and Joseph Avery
served as lay supply clergy. Peo­
ple in Comfort Cove were a great
influence in my joining the
ministry.

"There's a vast diCference in
church work over 25 years. When
1started out, Stoneville was iso­
lated with no roads, so 1 covered
my churches by boat and
snowshoe-whatever means
available. In Grand Falls there's
much more work in administra­
tion and counselling than in a
TUTal area."

The congregation tends to
change more, too, with an annu­
al turnover of seven or eight fa­
milies.

"We had 14 new families mov­
ing in in 1987, so we have about

Memorial United is one of four
churches on appropriately
named Church Road in Grand
Falls. Like the others it is an im­
pressive bUilding with a large
congregation. The Reverend
Lawrence Watkins, a minister for
Z1 years, will have been minister
of Memorial United three years
in June.

Born in Comfort Cove, Bay of
Exploits, he moved to Grand
Bank (or high school. After work­
ing 15 months as one of the first
operation-room orderlies with the
Grace Hospital, he joined his
father at Bowater as an assistant
cook for just over a year before
joining the United Church at the
age o( 20.

"I'd had a keen interest all
along. We had a wee church in
Comfort Cove and 1 was in the
choir. Everyone took a turn doing
chores at the church. The church
parties and choir were the only
recreation we had," Lawrence
recalls, as we pick out a hint of
Gaelic he attributes to distant
Scottish roots. There may be a
more immediate reason for a
Scottish lilt in his voice. The Pres­
byterian Church is the oldest con­
gregation in Grand Falls, and he
looks after the congregation
while the minister is away.

"I spent my 'student years in
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The organ at Memorial United
It is a Casavant, from St­

Hyacinthe, Quebec, and was in­
stalled in three weeks by Simon
Leforte and Joseph McDonald of
Halifax in 1953. The organ, which
is a two-manual electro­
pneumatic organ with 17 stops,
covers an area of 200 sq. ft. and
is about 15 ft. high. It has 994

education

pipes ranging from eight feet
long to a half inch and weighs
four tons.

The extensively hand-earved
case is not a Casavant, however.
It came from Gower Street Unit·
ed Church in St. John's, and was
built in 1896 by Peter Conacher
and Company of Huddersfield,

England.
This infonnation was kindly

supplied by Lester Goulding, who
was the cboir director at Memori­
al United in 1951 when the new or­
gan was being considered. He has
been the Casavant representative
in Newfoundland since 1956.

f1

Expanding the Pentecostal school system

Roy Belbin's father was a Pen­
tecostal pastor and the family
moved a lot during his childhood.
The family lived at Salt Pond
(Embree), Point of Bay, Badger
and Port de Grave. Roy was born
in Norris Arm North but spent
seven years as a boy in Badger
which he can remember clearly.

"Badger was mainly a railway
town when I lived there, although
there were roads to Grand Falls,
Botwood, Hall's Bay and Spring­
dale," Roy tells us. "The par­
sonage was in a central location
so we had a fair number of over­
night guests. People used snow­
mobiles in winter, and those old
wide-track vehicles made an
overpowering noise at times.
Logging was the big thing be-

Rov Belbln

cause the A.N.D. Company had
its woodlands headquarters in
Badger."

After high school Roy taught in
Windsor in 1957. He went back to
university, taught again, mar­
ried, returned to university and
then taught again. He returned to
central Newfoundland and be­
came principal of Bursey Collegi­
ate in 1968, then supervisor with
the school board until 1981 when
he was appointed superintendent
of the Pentecostal School Board,
which serves the whole province.

F.G. Bursey Collegiate was
built in 1968 as a memorial to

"EVERYTHING
FOR

THE INSHORE
FISHERY"

We continue to import and
distribute the best "inshore"
fishing equipment from all
over the world.
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