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from the editor
Conversation heard in this office:
"We've wanted to cover the Placentia area for

years, why haven't we'?"
"Because there would be too much material to

do it justice."
"Well,let's give it a try anyway."
We might weU have listened to our own caution.

Had we the luxury of unlimited space. we could
have filled hundreds of pages. The history, cover­
ing almostSOO years, rivals the Smallwood ency­
clopedias in scope. Originally, we had intended to
look at the history o{ Merasheen, Oderin and Long
Island and even other now abandoned places. Point
Verde was also on our list. Sometimes an editor
has to be ruthless and this is certainly one such
case. The history section is roughly one quarter
the length of the original copy. In all, at best, we
hope to have stimulated your interest sufficiently
so that you will want to go to the libraries to dis­
cover more about the area's past, and as well, to
take a trip there to see for yourself what you've
been missing. You won't be disappointed. We hope

area residents themselves are pleased with the
coverage and we invite them to write us about any
errors of omission or commission. And we'll pub­
lish their letters.

In addition, we draw your attention to the fea­
tures section item by Mrs. Cecilia Burling which
gives a concise impression of what life was like in
Great Paradise in the forties. We're certain many
people will be able to relate to her experiences.

On a much more mundane subject, we ask you
to look at the ad~ lkbel on the back or your
magazine. In the upper right-hand corner you
will find the date"your current subscription ex­
pires. Please renew now to avoid missing an issue.
If you would like us to cover anything that interests
you specially, please let us know and we'll do our
best to oblige.

As a parting shot, one of our reporters who hap­
pens to be vacationing in Orlando tells us that our
double daylight savings time even made the news
there. We wonder if that's good or bad. Until next
time when we'll be covering the Bonne Bay area.

~L.~~f~su.r;v
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history

The Basques in Placentia Bay

The first visitors to Placentia Bay were Basque fisher­
men, followed by French fishermen and officials. The
Portuguese were present as early as 1500, the first of
Gaspar and Miguel Corte-Real's visits. Gaspar chart·
ed the first map of Newfoundland in 1501 following his
1500 voyage, and the 1504 Revial and 1541 Mercator maps
both show Placentia Bay as "Insulae Cortrealis". 1'he
first mention of "Isle de Plazienca" was on the Kallard
map of 1547. The Basque name means "8 harbor within
a womb of hills", which probably refers to the level beach
set among towering hills. The first settlement was be­
hind the beach which had a number of stages.

The community's name is a corruption of the Basque
town of Placenza on the River Tagus near Lisbon, Por­
tugal. In 1524, the King of France sent a Florentine cap­
tain, John Verozzani, to find new lands, and he explored
the south coast of Newfoundland. The community of
Plaisance was included on a Portuguese map of 1546, but
French settlement did not officially take place until much
later.

The first church in the area and in Newfoundland was
built by the Portuguese in the early 15008, rebuilt by the
French as early as 1650, and again by the English in the
17005. A Basque priest was stationed in Newfoundland,
probably at Placenza, in 1549, close to the centre of the
Basque fishery employing 6,000 men. Both Portuguese
and Spanish ships were very active throughout the 15OOS.

Sir Hwnphrey Gilbert wanted to attack the French,
Spanish and Portuguese fishing fleets in Newfoundland
but Queen Elizabeth I was unwilling to risk a naval ex­
pedition, although in 1585 she did authorize Sir Bernard
Drake to capture or destroy the Spanish fishing fleet in
Newfoundland.

Queen Elizabeth's orders, as quoted in Ow. Prowse's
1895 history of Newfoundland. told him:

...to proceed thither to warn all English ves­
sels about the seizures in Spain, and prevent
them making sale of their fish there, and to
take all Spanish ships and subjects, and to
bring them into some of the Western ports of
England, without disposing of the lading un­
til further orders.

Drake met with George Raymond, who had similar
orders from the English government, in Bay Bulls, and
together they captured severa] Spanish and Portuguese
fishing vessels before sailing to the Azores and captur­
ing several fishing and cargo ships.

Drake was knighted for his actions but there was no
happy ending. He was charged for maltreating the
prisoners who were, by then, ill. Ironically Drake soon
died from a disease contracted from some of the
prisoners, as did many of the people in court.

The Basques continued to fish off Newfoundland un­
der French protection. An English visit to the area in 1591
found 40 Basque fishing vessels anchored in the harbor,
and two English ships in 1594 reported over 60 Basque
fishing ships from S1. Jean de Luz. Apart from a few old
headstones, many of them broken and iJlegible, today
there is no remaining evidence of the Basques. Many of
the larger headstones were removed during the English
takeover to be used as doorsteps.

The oldest remaining Basque tombstone, that of John
de Sale Cesana, dates back to 1676. The Spring 1988 is­
sue of The Newfoundland Ancestor published by the New·
foundland and labrador Genealogical Society Inc.
provides information on this and other Basque tomb­
stones in Placentia. The inscription translates as: "Here
lies dead on the first of May 1676 John De Sale Ce-ana,
the son of the House of Sweetest Odour. II II

Placentia harbor In the 1700s. (National Archives painting· photo courtesy Mike McCarthy).
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WE ARE HELPING NEIL BUTLER
SIGN HIS LIFE AWAY

If you need help starting or DEVELOPMENT
expanding a business, call CORPORATION
us. We would like to help. LIMITED

When Neil Butler needed
money to expand his sign
painting business, Vital
Signs, he came to us. We
helped him under our
Young Entrepreneur Pro­
gram and now business is
booming. With a two-year
loan Neil is making sign
painting his life, without
signing away his life to us.

Perhaps you're in
business but you're look­
ing for a grant rather than
a loan. Sorry, we don't
give grants. But wait. If
you are looking for a grant
because you've been

turned down for a
business loan, consider
us. We sometimes lend
where others won't.

Fact is, Neil Butler went to
four places before he
found us. They turned him
down. We signed him up.
We saw Neil as a good bet
rather than a safe bet.
Based on his business
plan and his past work, we
believed Neil would
succeed.

Call toll-free, 1-800­
563-9179, and ask for Paul
Clarke or Mark Duff. And
remember, if you borrow
from us you won't have to
sign your life away­
unless like Neil, you want
to.

NEWFOUNDLAND <> LABRADOR



The French in Placentia

Both French and English seamen knew of Placentia
Bay. Samuel de Champlain suggested founding a French
colony in 1603, and John Guy knew of the settlement as
early as 16U-it was included in his 1623 grant. n.e
French king retaliated by including Plaisance in a 1627
grant that was not taken up. The British recognized
French rlShing rights in 1632, and France proclaimed its
rights to dry fish on Newfoundland shores in 1635.

The first official grant in France was made in 1655 to
Sieur de Kereon, but he couldn'l take possession because
of objections by merchants in France. King Louis XIV
appointed Nicholas Gargot governor in 1660. He had the
same problems but convinced both merchants and
fishermen that a resident governor would be an advan­
tage with increased English activity in the area. In 1662
he arrived as Count of Plaisance with 80 colonists, mainly
Basques and residents of St. Malo.

The firsllrish settlers came from Ute Waterford area
via English flShing vessels (rom Devon and Dorset in the
late 16005 and were readily accepted by the French. The
French also cleared land for fanning and offered gener·
ous subsidies to seWers regardless of nationality. in con­
trast to restrictions imposed by the English. Most Irish
and many English settlers moved to Plaisance
("pleasant place") and accepted French citizenship.
H<JWe\.'er, two English families., those of a merchant, Isa·
ac Beth(nHck. and a Mr. Mullins, were forced to sell their
property at a loss and leave.

Sieur de Perron was put in charge of the colony but
was murdered by deserters who tried to escape but were
thwarted by a storm. They were captured and taken to
Gargot in Quebec City. The Quebec government wanted
to try them. but Gargot insisted their crimes had been
committed in Newfoundland and dispensed his own
justice on an island in the middle of the S1. Lawrence.

Gargot realized the perilous position of the new colo­
ny on his return to Plaisance. He sent more soldiers, in·
creased army wages. appointed Bellot Lafontaine as
governor in 1663, and had forts constructed at the sum·
mits of the steep, wooded hills. Aschool and hospital were
built soon after 1662. and the Franciscan Order was es·
tablished by the Bishop of Quebec. A shipbuilding indus­
try v..'as also started.

The French government tried to recruit new setUers,
especially girls of marriageable age who were in short
supply, with limited success, laFontaine was finally
recalled to France in 1667 for unscrupulous activities.
When Sieur de la Palme arrived as governor in 1667 there
were 60 families and 150 soldiers. Placentia consisted of
Great Placentia (Jersey Side and. 'Ibw'nside Placentia>,
Little Placentia and Point Verde. In 1671, the resident
French population was 73 and there were two English­
men. Thomas Pic (Pike?) and Phillip Zemar, and the
first doctor, Joseph Bonnafou. A Roman Catholic priest,
Martin d'Hurte, had arrived the year before.

The French fishery was much greater than reported
and an illicit trade in liquor was conducted by Jersey and
Guernsey merchants. Trade with the French at St·Pierre
was already quite extensive. English merchants were be­
coming increasingly concerned about the growing
French presence and the mayor or Southampton wrote
in March 1675:

The French draw away many Englishmen by
intennarTying with them, and during the fall
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Nallonal Archives photo courtesy 01 Mike McCarthy.

they prepare fish for the ships coming in the
spring. They also break down the stages of
the English. causing merchants to send out
their ships a month earlier. Five French ships
loaded at Bonavista. and many others fish un­
der the guise of Jerseymen to the great
prejudice of the English merchants.

Sir John Barry wxleclined the growing threat the same
year:

The strongly garrisoned French fortificatioos
in Placentia and other places are for secur·
ing their rlShing trade only and are not for the
beaver trade as pretended, for no Indians
ever come to their port.

The fishery failed in 1674 but the French government
refused to provide help, so the coJonists carried on an
illegal trade in rlSh with New England ships. The French
did send a naval convoy to Placentia two years later when
Basque fishermen returned to harass the French. Dutch
ships may also have destroyed a large number of French
ships and small settlements in 1676. This was a particu­
larly good year for fish and more colonists arrived. but
a fishery failure in 1680 brought more complaints. Sieur
de Parat arrived as governor in 1685 and reported that
the Plaisance fort was in a state of ruin. The earliest mili­
tary fortification was Mount Pleasant, which was built
on the beach. A plaque next to the RCMP building in
Placentia is mounted on rock from The Quarry, used by
the French as a source of easily cut stone for fortifica­
tions. The fort was moved to Jer.;ey Side where Fort Louis
was constructed along the shore on the same site as a
1687 gun platform.

Parat tried to get Paris to intervene and stop the trade
with New England, but the French government decided
it was cheaper to let New England. protect its own trade
and the French colony. There were 150 colonists in 1685
and 256 residents the following year. Over 200 ships dried.
fish on the beaches in 1688-most ships were from
Nantes, Bayonne and Bordeaux, When Bishop S1. Valli­
er visited in 1689 with three RecoUet fathers and. a brother
from St·Denis, France, there was already a small chapel.
The bishop bought the property of George Jongle and
built a monastery, Our Lady of the Angels, which opened.
on September 7, 1689, under Father Sixte la Tac. The
Franciscans also established the first school in New·
foundland the same year, and the complex also includ­
ed a courthouse. Only one priest remained in 1700, but
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the Recollets returned the follOVo'ing September and
stayed until the takeover by the British in 1713.

In February 1690, 4S British privateers captured
Plaisance and destroyed the fort, escaping on two cap­
tured French fishing vessels. The fort was rebuilt the
same year, which was another good fIShing year. The
Basques took over the UM'n III August 1690 because of
Governor Parat's continued belligerence towards them.
Parat escaped and returned to France via 5t-Pierre. He
managed to convince the French king that the Basques
were troublemakers, and they \\'ere banned from enter­
ing the port the following year when a new governor,
Sieur de Brouillon, arrived.

Baron Ulhontan, who lived at Plaisance, described the
fort in 1692:

"It is nearly 300 paces in circumference and
consists of four curtains of stone piled up be-­
tween stakes. There are cannon of 18 and 24
pound shot on the side facing the roadstead
and 14 guarding the entrance or the IitUe
stroighL The governor's cottage is in the mid­
dle of the fort, the inhabitants' cottages were
scattered here and there. The number of in­
habitants is 50 families."

Lahontan, who spent much or his time with the soldi­
ers in the garrison, was extremely scathing of the
governmeDt:

t'It must be considered that at Placentia...the
go.emon, intendants, and other officials ooIy
think of swelling their pones with the King's
money. That is why each of them looking on
his own post only as a lucrative place, where
he only wishes to stay for the length of time
necessary to make himself rich, they have
constructed cardhouses, with some sort of ap­
pearance at very litUe expense, and think of
nothing less than they do of the King's serv­
ice; hOVo'ever, they send back memoirs to the
Courtwith plans, although faithful in appear­
ance, very dissimilar in solidity to the works
that they have had made."

Nor was he complimentary about the inhabitants:
"The garrison is small, badly fed, badly paid
and badly maintained, that is why the majori­
ty of soldiers desert to St. John's and to the
Forillon (Ferryland) ...The number of the in­
habitants of Placentia may amount to 50 fa­
milies, but there ,,"wid be land to place easily
a hundred more, if they wanted to cut a little
isthmus of grave) which separates the road­
stead from a small bay around which they
could settle themselves."

A major English attack took place in September 1692,
but Lahontan prevented troops from landing at Ul Foo·
taine (Freshwater) and his resistance persuaded the En­
glish to leave after a bombardment of the town. The
limitations of Fort Louis were noted and a new fort was
built 00 Castle Hill the next year.

A Basque privateer, John Svigaricipi, saUed from
Placentia and captured hundreds of merchant vessels
and warships, including the l00-gun Princess-a feat for
which he was honored by the King of France. He was
killed in a later attempt to capture Ferryland in 1694.
Svigaricipi was blU"ied at Placentia, where parts of a
monument and other Basque headstones were preserved
at the old Anglican church. His headstone is nOVo'
preserved in the Castle Hill Visitor Centre. Translated,
the inscription reads: "John Svigaraicipi, called

A plan of early fort at Plaisance. (photo courtesy of Mike
McCarthy)

Crolsie, Captain of the King's frigate Envieux, 1694. For
the honor of my prince I went to follow my career to at·
tack the enemy even in their own (lands). Pray forme".

Baron Lahontan bad certainly distinguished himself
in the defence of Placentia agairust the English in 1692,
but he was always at odds with the governor and even·
tually deserted. He later provided military information
to the English, including a very detailed plan for cap­
turing the town with 400 men and fIShing supply vessels
anchored at Point Verde and Fox Harbour.

D'Iberville arrived at Plaisance the same year and
was annoyed that an attack bad been made on St. John's
and had been stopped at Ferryland. He planned the next
assauJt very carefully, setting out on New Year's Day 1697
by land, and de Brouillon went by sea. D'Iberville's cam­
paign was the m(tit successful carried out by the French
in Newfoundland and resulted in the capture of more than
90 English settlements, 439 flShing boats and 226,(0) quin·
tals of fish. Many major fishing premises were also des­
troyed. D'Iberville knew he couldn't defend the Avalon
Peninsula and returned to Plaisance. In 1697, the stone­
work was raised in preparation for war.

The French and British were again at war in 1702 and
D'Iberville was once more commander when an over­
land attack sacked St. John's in January 1705. The ar­
rival of 300 Micmac Indians and 150 Acadians at St·Pierre
was also noted. The Micmac Indians were settled in St­
Pierre and encouraged to carry out raids on English set­
tlements, but Abenaki Indians sent by the Governor of
Quebec returned home. Sieur de Constabel1e, who bad
lived in Plaisance since 1687, was appointed governor in
1707. He authorized another successful attack on St.
John's in 1708 and added improvements to the Fort Roy­
al fortifications in 1710 when the garrison was 50 men.

Constabelle refused to surrender PIlUsance in '711, and
English Admiral Hovenden's pitiful attempt to capture
the town received very poor press in English
newspapers:

"The taking of the French capital of New­
foundland would have been as easy a task for
the Admiral as a citizen riding home in his
chaise from Hampstead, calling at a cake­
house to regale himself and his wife with a
glass of cider and cheesecake."

The English made no more attacks, but privateers cap­
tured several French and Basque vessels. When
Plaisance fell to the English, it was at the stroke of the
pen rather than the sword, when it was handed over in
the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht. An era ended and another

began. "



Placentia

In the late 15OOs, Placentia Bay was caUed Bay St. An­
drew by English navigators, but the original name was
never used after the French had taken over the area.
Plaisance became Placentia after the Treaty of Utrecht
in 1713 when Constabelle sailed with his troops and most
of the setUers to Louisbourg, Cape Breton, September 23.

The English under Colonel Moody forced any remain­
ing French residents to swear allegiance to the English
king. Only 70 or 80 accepted and the remainder returned
to France, moved to 5t-Pierre, or to settlements on
the Cape and Southern Shores. Several French residents
sold their property to the English. Richard Welsh estab­
lished. a business in 1714 which operated into the 17505.

Moody bought most of the properties and charged high
rents to rlShermen. By 1718 the English governor who was
resident in Nova Scotia reported the fortifications to be
in a deplorable state but nothing was done. Moody was
replaced by Colonel Gledhill in 1719, who proceeded to
amass a large personal fortune. ACaptain Taverner was
charged with policing the south coast and administer­
ing the oath of allegiance, but accounts vary as to the
extent of his duties and his honesty. In 1720, Placentia
had 167 residents, and two large vessels, three sack ships
and four American ships in its harbor.

A NewJoundland governor, Captain Henry Osbourne,
was appointed in 1729, the same year a Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel (SPG) missionary, the
Reverend Robert Killpatrick, visited Placentia. In the
early 1700s people came over from southeastern Ireland
to work as servants for English merchants. Most Irish
immigrants came from Kilkenny, Wexford, Waterford
and Tipperary. Placentia became a peaceful and
proiperous fishing settlement., and the remaining French
gradually assimilated into the English and Irish popu·
laUon.

The French monastery was taken over by the English
and used as a garrison church. The early days of the R0­
man Catholic ChW'Ch in Placentia Bay centred on fight­
ing off measures imposed by the ruling English against
Catholic residents. An Irishman in Placentia, Thomas
Salmon, was accused by the governor of harboring re­
bels from a Stuart uprising in 1715.

A 1744 French map shows Plaisance, Petit Plaisance,
Pointe Male and Bay de la Marquise. The same year, 41
local merchants sent a petition to the governor to ask for
protection for the Placentia area. While Governor Gled­
hill supported the petition, the government in England

_ .J
Placentia about 1900. Newfoundland Archives photo
courte.y Mike McCarthy
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St. Luke's Anglican Church, Placentia.

did not strengthen the fort. A major renovation did take
place in 1758 when Placentia's old French forts were
rebuilt by the British and a new one, Fort Frederick, was
erected. The British stonework was clearly inferior to
that of the artisans sent by Louis XIV, but the town held
out against the French in 1762 when St. John's fell. A tern·
porary fortification, The Blockhouse, was built in 1762,
but there was no more fighting after the 1763 Treaty of
Paris. The importance of the town and its fishery can­
not be overestimated. A contemporary account in 1760
claimed: "If Placentia were to fail it would at one blow
destroy the fishery of twenty harbours."

In the 17605, ships from Bideford, Barnstaple and the
Channel Islands came to relatively prosperous Placen­
tia which was at the time larger than St. John's. Not that
everything was smooth sailing for there was a major
flood in Placentia in September 1775. An eyewitness ac­
count was supplied by British garrison officers at Placen­
tia in a letter to Captain Robert Pringle, the chief
engineer of the Royal Engineers in St. John's, dated Sep­
tember 25, 1775:

"We beg leave to acquaint you in that on the
11th instant between the hours of nine and 10
at night, we had a violent gale of wind at the
best part of the night; and by its violence, and
the rising of the water, every house in this
place had some two, three, and some four feet
of water in them, everyone living obliged to
move up to the Garret."

The Roman Catholic Church also experienced some
local difficulties. A Roman Catholic priest, Father E.
Caine (lCean), arrived from Ireland in 1776, and got into
an argument with William Saunders, of Sweetman and
Saunders, who had established a business in the
mid-1700s. He was soon at odds with Bishop 0 Donel, as
were a Dominican, Father Thomas Lonergan (lAnder­
gan) who followed him in 1783, and a Franciscan, Father
Patrick Power. Another Dominican, Father Edmund
Burke, arrived in Placentia in 1785. Born in Tipperary
in 1756, Father Burke was the appointee of Bishop 0
Donel, but the bishop's problems were not over.

Bishop 0 Donel also had a much-publicized skirmish
with the Sl.lll'Ogate governor at Placentia, Prince William
Henry (later William IV). The prince, who harassed and
attacked Father Burke arter he complained about the
treatment or several local women, threatened to do bodily
harm to the bishop and to bum down the church in



Placentia StMioo In the earty 1900s. (Newfoundl.-w:t Trans­
port HlstOrlC81 Society)

Placentia. Mter a minor skirmish in which the prince
threw an iron file at the bishop and injured his shoulder,
the bishop went into hiding unill the prince calmed down.
Nothing more came of the incident although Bishop 0
Donel complained about it in a letter to Archbishop Troy,
November 30, 1786.

Father Burke completed the chapel started in 1784, but
the church in existence was turned over to the English.
Prince William Henry was more interested in the
progress of a new Church of England chapel completed
in 1787 than the concerns of local residents. The Reverend
Harris was the flJ"St vicar in 1787 sent out by the SPG,
followed by a Reverend Evans in 1790. Bishop 0 Donel
visited the Roman Catholic population in 1799 and Oturcb
d EngLand residents were visited by navy chaplains each
summer. Prince William Henry later made up for his un­
popularity to some extent by donating a silver commun­
ion service in the early 1lK)()s. The Bradshaw family kept
it in custody and it was later sent for safekeeping to the
Church of England Cathedral at St. John's. The original
St. 1.J.Jke's church was replaced in 1905.

The Relief Acts of the late 17005 removed some of the
restrictions on Newfoundland Roman Catholics and al­
lowed priests to tend to pastoral rather than sociaJ and
political matters. Father Burke transferred to Halifax
in 1799 before returning to Ireland. He was followed by
Father John Phelan (or Whalen) who retired to Ireland
around 1810. Father Andrew Cleary, born in Wexford in
In&, arrived in Newfoundland around 1804 and was par­
ish priest at Placentia (or many years. although he was
not favored by Bishop Scallan. Father William Herron
assisted Father Cleary after serving in Quebec, acting

Sacred He.rt Church, Placentia.

as the priest for west of Fortune Bay and for the west
coast. He died at Placentia October 1838.

A prophet named Richard Brothers made a great stir
in London society during the reign of George lll. He was
born at Placentia in 1757, and as a boy was sent to En·
gland where he entered the Royal Navy. He retired on
halfpay as a lieutenant when he was 26, and later
returned to London as a prophet where he gained a cer­
tain amount of notoriety.

Richard Walsh of Waterford, Ireland, who is suppos­
edly buried at the old churchyard in Placentia, was the
first local merchant. He was followed around 1750 by
Saunders, Sweetman and Saunders, an offshoot of WiJ·
liam Saunders and Company of Poole. Dorset. William
Saunders died inApriJ 178ft One of the partners in S'A'eet­
man and Saunders was more appreciative of the Irish
residents in 1788:

"We have been lucky in having no runaways
this spring. I have lost but two men and an
English boy. I would advise your never to
send out more English youngsters that will
clear the vessels. The most of all that run
away from this (place) the winter before this
were English boys and youngsters. They
never care any to stick to this place or haven't
any attachment to it; but for hard work an
Irish youngster is worth a dozen of them."

Older home on O'Keefe Street, Placentia.

Sweetman and Saunders exported most of their fish
to Spain and the West Indies. but the totals dropped af­
ter the garrison closed in 1811 and Pierce Sweetman was
in charge. Roger, his son, carried on the business after
his father's death in Ireland but left no heirs in 1862 when
the firm foondered

By 1178, according to a clerical estimate. Placentia bad
a population of 700 and was second only to St. John's in
commerce. The surrounding communities totalled over
800 residents. The Placentia Bay fishery was listed as
having 13 bankers, four sack ships and 104 crew in 1791.
The banker catch was 7,200 quintals of fish, the bye-boats
caught 13,800 qUs. and the local residents landed 26,250
qtls. A total of 16,000 qUs. were exported to Europe and
650qUs. to the West Indies. As many as 1,070 people may
have been present in the summer months. although most
Irish laborers returned to Waterford for the winter.

James Wyse and Sons were present in 1806, as was Ed­
ward 1Ark.in. Local planters complained about the En­
glish merchants in 1806 and the governor rectified the
situation. LocaJ court records indicate the severity of sen­
tences in the early l8OOs. Saurxlers., Sweetman and. Saun­
ders sent an employee, James Keale. to the stocks for
dnmkenness and neglect of duty in July 1806, and James
Cowell was charged for the same offences in April 1807.



Constables at the time were Denis O'Brien (Chien,
Richard Hearn, Thomas Vigeurs, Martin Foley, Thomas
Blanch, and Daniel Redmond, The job was not appar­
entlya popular one as only Chief O'Brien and Thomas
Blanch remained by 1809. New constables were la",TenCe
Furlong, John Sutton, James Brennan, James Wyse, and
Richard Forestall.

In the early UIOOs, Burin began to take over some of
Placentia's trade, and a fall in fish prices in the 1820&
reduced the planter fLShery. The family inshore fishery
increased, but English ships stopped using Placentia and
caused the downfall of the Saunders and Sweetman mer­
chant house. Competition from the French and from
Nova Scotia added to the problem.

In the early days of English occupation, the Church
of England population was about half that of the Roman
Catholic population, but in the late 1700s and early 1800s
the number of Roman Catholics increased to three times
that of the Church of England. In 1817 there were 187 resi­
dents, of whom 165 were Roman Catholic. Roman Cathol­
ics were finally allowed to attend church in 1794, and a
church was started by Father Morrison and completed
in 1830. Bishop Michael Fleming made several visits to
Placentia in the 1830s.

A Reverend Evans remained as the Church of England
priest until 1810, but attempts to replace him failed Wl·

til the Reverend Dr. Aubrey Spencer arrived in 1819, He
later became the first Church of England Bishop of New·
foundland. Bishop Feild made two visits to Placentia in
1845 and 1848.

A road from Placentia to 5t. John's was completed in
1855. Placentia had at least 41 houses occupied in 1836,
and the population gradually increased to 485 in 1845 and
582 in 1857. South East Arm, which at that time includ­
ed Point Verde. had 18 houses in 1836, and a population
of 67 in 1845.

Placentia Bay continued to be a very active area.
Roger Sweetman and John Martin were the first politi·
cal representatives in 1832. Thomas Kemp started the
first mail service in 1840. Thomas Kelly operated as mail
courier in 1840, and R. Faile and Company of Burin ad­
ded a boat across Placentia Bay in 1848. Roger Sweet­
man also operated a service in 1849, and John Collins
started a regular mail service from Placentia to Burin,
via Paradise and Oderin from 1850. Nicholas Coady of
Burin had the contract for a year in 1851, but John Col­
lins got it back the next year and operated the service
until 1874. His son-in-law, William Ryan, added other
ports of call until the Hercules provided a steamer servo
ice. Another mail service operated between LitUe
Placentia and Merasheen since the 1850s ended at the
same time.
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The old school In Bonds P.th.

Our lady of Angels convent was opened in 1864 as the
home of the Presentation Sislers who came from Ireland
in 1835 as a teaching order. The Sisters ran the girls'
school in Placentia until the early 1980s. Their stone
building next to Sacred Heart Church and 5t. Edward's
school is the only stone building in the area. In 1864, the
prevalent names in Great Placentia were Collins,
Furlong, Hartigan, Mooney, Rielly and Walsh, while in
South East Ann Kelly was the most common name. Ver­
ran's Island lead and zinc deposits in South East Arm
were discovered by Harry Thomas VerTan about 1858 and
were worked until 1928. A lead mine was also 'o\'Orked for
a year by Charles Hutch.ings around 1925.

The stone building, S.cred H••rt Palrlsh, P1.centl•.

As early as 1872, Captain William Brown reported that
people were leaving Placentia, especially the merchants.
A major shipbuilding industry did,'- develop [rom
1880 to 1920, and The Star of the Sea Association was
starred 011 March 17, 1876, by 'Ibomas O'Rielley. A brooch
railway to Brigus Junction in 1888 also brought new life
and the population rose £rom 600 in 1869 to more than 1500
by 1898. This necessitated the building of the present
Church of the Sacred Heart, built by Father Clancy be­
tween 1886 and 1889. Many headstones were moved to the
cemetery on Dixon's Hill overlooking the town.

The herring fishery began around 1835 and peaked in
the second half of the century, but overflShing depleted
stocks to the extent that local fishermen turned to
bankers and smaller midshore vessels fishing off Cape
St. Mary's. The salmon fishery became very important,
and in June 1890, Patrick Crooke of Placentia was ap­
pointed warden of all the local salmon streams. Thomas
Power, warden at Placentia, reported a very successful
year in 1905 for both salmon and trout. In 1910 he became
warden for North East Ann River.

Placentia was the terminus for the Placentia Branch
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Railway until 1921 when Argentia became the terminal
for the railway and for mail, passenger and freight
steamers. The General Building, which now houses the
provincial court and social services. was built by Wil­
liam Henry Churchill, superintendent or public buildings,
in 1902. It also housed postal telegraph and customs
offices 8S ,,"'eU as court and jail facilities.

S1. Ulke's Anglican Church was built in 190500 replace
the original church. S1. Ulke's cemetery's earliest En­
glishheadstone is that of Elizabeth Hobson, who died on
May 29, 1769, at the age of 30. Some of the earlier head­
stones were removed but there are remains of some early
Basque and French headstones in the cemetery by the
present church

James Murphy and Sons of Placentia started a month·
ly newspaper, Murphy's Gocxf Things, in Placentia in Oc­
tober 1909, the only local newspaper of which there is any
record. King George VI and Queen Elizabeth visited
Placentia on June 17, 1939.

By 1941, the building of U.S. base at Argentia changed
the character of Placentia from a fishing and farming
setUement to a dormitory for base workers in construc­
tion and maintenance. The construction necessitated the
closure of the Argentia hospital, which reopened as
Placentia Cottage Hospital in 1943,

An increased population caused a swge of school build­
ing for Roman Catholic children 51. Edward·s School
opened September 3, l.946, for local grades 1-8 pupils and
as a regional high school for students from Placentia,

,,
Placentia District Court House

Jersey Side, Pqint Verde, Bond's Path and South East
Ann. In 1956, a three-room extension was called Sacred
Heart High and had Grades 9-U:. A new Sacred Heart
High School was built in 1962 and became S1. Edward's
Elementary for Grades 1-8 when laval Regional High
School: was opened in 1968. This school '8S separated into
high schools for boys and girls. There 'ere four Roman
Catholic schools in Placentia in 1~: laval Regional

Roman c.thollc shrine at Placentia (by 51. Edwards)

Star of the sea Association building Placentia. ....
High for boys had 13 teachers, laval Regional High for
girls had 11 teachers, Presentation Elementary had 20
teachers, and South East Arm Elementary had two
teachers. There was another elementary school with
three teachers at Bond's Path. In 1970 St. Edward's
Primary had Grades K-3 and Sacred Heart Elementary
had Grades 4-8. The elementary school in South East
Arm closed in 1m, and that in Bond's Path sent its pupils
to Placentia in 1976. St. Edward's became the elemen­
tary school again in 1978. School registration has,
hWlever, remained relatively stable. St. Edward's
Elementary bad 401 pupils in 19O17. and Laval High School
had 398. The Avalon Community College Placentia Cam­
pus bad 21 imllructiooal, and 14 administrative and main­
tenance staff, but just 75 students in 1987

TIle Placentia Rural District Council was formed in
1945, one of the earlier municipal councils in the province.

Because it was based in Placentia, the council was often
accused of favoring Placentia businesses. During the
Confederation debate, an attempt was made to gain sup­
port for Confederation by persuading communities to be­
come more independent, and both Freshwater and
Jerseyside were incorporated in 1951. Dunville and Fox
Harbour established councils in 1963 and 1964.

At the time of the Argentia base phase down in the ear­
ly 19708, Placentia was designated as a growth centre.
Island communities in Placentia Bay were resettled­
more than 250 families arrived after 1968 and little ex­
tra money was provided for essential services. There
were, however, some cultural attractions. The Placentia
Area Historical Society was founded March 17, 1m, and
opened a museum on June 'rl, 1976. A theatrical group,
The landwash Players, were based in Placentia in 1980.

The taNn, which now includes Southeast Placentia and
Bond's Path, bas bad a very stable population for the last
15 years. Just over 2,200 residents lived in the t<J'oAIn from
1971 to 1981, although the nwnber dropped 00 2,016 in 1986.
The main reason for the drop may have been the decline
in the flShery. Fifty full-time and 41 part-time flShennen
were listed for the town in 1987, and operated 45 boats
less than 3S-fl and 17 3S- 00 64-f1. boats.

Most of the area's population is Roman Catholic, and
Sacred Heart Church has 3,000 members. 51. Luke's An­
glican Church has a congregation of 125. Employment
for men is varied, with 85 working in the primary sec­
tor, 75 in the service sector, 70 in construction, 50 as
machinists, 50 in transportation, 35 in processing, and
45 as managers and administrators. About half the fe­
male workforce (tOO) are employed as clerks, 35 are in
the service sector, 25 are teachers, and 25 are nurses. The
latter work in Placentia Cottage Hospital and the
reeenUy-ope:ned 75-bed Lions Manor Nursing Home.

I!I



Jerseyside

The Portuguese buill a church on Jersey Side before
1535. This preceded settlement but suggested that land
was better for building than in Placentia. The settlement
was placed under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rouen
in 1535. Jersey ftsbennen established premises near the
shipyard on the north side of Placentia Guland gave the
community of Jersey Side its name. The Villaneuves of
Jersey had an establishment, (oUO'o\o'ed by LeBlanc.

The French moved most of their early defences to this
area. Fort Lnuis, I.e GaiIlardin, Fort Royal and Horse­
shoe Redoubt were aU located in and above Jersey Side.
Fort Louis was started in 1690. I.e Gaillardin, a small
redoubt, was built in 1692, a year before the main for­
tification at Fort Royal started after another English at·
tack in 1693. It later became known as Castle Graves
after the governor of Newfoundland. The British replaced
Fort Louis with Fort Frederick, named after the Prince
of Wales, in 1721. The fort, more a defence for the har­
bor rather than the town, was always poorly maintained
and was put up for sale in 1815. The British began a new
fort on the ruins of Fort Louis in 1743 but never complet­
ed it

Site of Fort St. Louis (Fort Frederick), Je,...yslde. (photo
courtesy of Mike Mccarthy)

The community was located on the opposite side of the
Main Gut to Townside Placentia and was included as part
of North East Ann in early census returns. Ferndale lies
outside Jersey Side on the way to Dunville and was set­
tled later than the main community which dates back
to the late 16005 or early 17005.

In 1836, a road to Little Placentia was built through the
community. The first school board in 1836 that year was
nondenominational with seven Roman Catholic and six

French CIInnon at c.stle Hili above Jerseyslde.
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View of Jerseyslde and Sir Ambrose Shea Bridge from cu..
tie Hili National Historic Park.

Church of England members. The first school had 30
pupils taught by a Mr. Kain and Miss Ann Walsh. By 1839,
the number had grown to 75. Acommercial school started
in 184S remained after the denominational school system
was introduced in 1849

An English family named Bradshaw carried on a fish·
ing business in Jersey Side and built a three-storey hotel
when the railway came. They also had a lobster cannery
until 1900. The railway was completed in 1888 with money
provided for making road repairs. It ~'3s built on a hill
where the post office is)')(Mi. The branch rail~'3Y connect·
ed with steamships as far west as Port all" Basques.
Mike Greene and Jim Wyse were two of the better· known
stewards.

Patrick Kemp ran the ferry between Placentia and
Jersey Side in 1888, but the difficulty of crossing Placen·
tia Gut was one reason for moving the railway terminus
to Argentia in the 19205. A bridge was promised in the
19305 but the tidal rip was too strong, and a new ferry
crossing was proposed in 1951

Michael Sinnott, agent for Fox and Company of S1.
John's, had one or two bankers in the 188C)), and the Wyse
Brothers had several western boats until 1916. Job
Brothers Limited had a fishery supply branch at Jersey

;JtuPJ....,,=:=V lion Charter youto' need or you Just want to
get where you are going in

the St. John's Mt. Pearl area.
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Grand Beach, Placentia, with Jerseyslde In the foreground.

Side under W.B. Fitzgerald. G.C. Fearn of St. John's also
had a supply business and built severallarge vessels at
Jersey Side. The firm ended its operations during the
First World War. T.P. Kemp and Company also carried
on a large fishery business.

There were two schools in 1909, the first mention of a
school in the town. By 1955 there was only one fisherman,
John Power, in a population of 544. Michael Murray was
a lumber dealer and Lewis Ennis had a business. The
population increased to 953 in 1966. St. Peter's School was
replaced around 1959 by a school for grades 1-7. Higher
grades went to Laval High School in Placentia, the boys
to be taught by the Christian Brothers and the girls by
Presentation Sisters. The elementary school in Jersey
Side had eight teachers in 1968-69. An Anglican school,
St. l.A.ike's, was also built in Jersey Side and was a two­
room all-grade school until about 1960 when grades
1-7 went to St. Martin's Central High in Dunville.

The Church of England church was torn down in 1902
and replaced sometime later. It is now used about once
a month, with people attending services at St. Martin's

Freshwater

The original name of the community was La Fontaine,
which likely referred to the fresh water of Larkin's Pond.
La Fontaine is nrst mentioned as of defensive importance
in Baron Lahontan's account of the 1692 English attack
on Placentia. The community later was called Fresh­
water and had just 15 residents in 1845 and 25 in 1857. It
was still a small fishing community with just nine fa­
milies by 1901. The same nine, mostly Kelly, families

Freshwater Community Library

in Dunville or Grace United Church at other times. R0­
man Catholics use Sacred Heart Church in Placentia.
The Placentia Bay Baptist Church was built in the 1960s,
the first pastor being D.A. Dwyer, followed by W.S. Bar­
ker. The Jehovah's Witnesses also arrived in Jersey Side
in the late 1960s. These churches are now located in
Dunville.

The population reached a peak of 1,060 in 1971 and re­
mained at 1,027 in 1976. A lack of nevi building land and
a lack of jobs combined to reduce the population to 641
in 150 families in 1981. Fifty new families moved to the
town before 1986 when the population stood at 740. Brad­
shaw's Cove Fisheries employed 180 in 1982 and was a
major reason for the return of some families but the com­
pany employs only 65 now. Other employment is in the
construction, machinery and processing sectors. Em­
ployment for women is mainly as clerks, teachers, and
in the sales and service sectors.

The town is now known as Jerseyside, but the govern­
ment wharf retains the original name of Jersey Side.

I!

Bradshaw's Cove Fishery, Jel1leyslde.

totalled 57 people in 1911. Numbers declined slightly to
only 45 residents in 1935, but the influx of 1941 raised the
population to over SOOduring the building of the U.S. base.

Father Dee arrived with many of the families from Ar­
gentia. His first duty was to establish a cemetery in
Freshwater. The U.S. authorities did all they could to help
in the move. They photographed graves in the three
cemeteries and moved remains in new coffins to a new
cemetery in Freshwater. The headstones and crosses
were placed around the edge of the covered graves, and
the whole burial area was laid out in the shape of a cross.
Cemetery *3 at Mount Rosary in Argenlia had included
several old graves, including those of Sarah Corbin
0760-1787), John H. Edwards 0785-1800), John Sampson
075().1803), John Power 0790-1813), Bridget Kelly
(died 1819), John Phoran 0790-1820), George Blake
0778-1820) and Martin Fitzgerald 0730-1821). Nearby
Mount Cannel cemetery's graves date back to the 1850s,
although Father Andrew Cleary died August 1, 1829, and
John Corbin died October 28, 1831.

Father Dee then set about establishing the Roman
Catholic community. The first new houses were built at
"Old Settlement Hill" but others were built at "New Set­
tlement (Charter) Hill". Many people rented apart­
ments to U.S. families until homes became available. A



Most Holy Rosary Church, Freshwater.

hall was built at Freshwater and soon became the present
church. The ceiling had to be extended to accommodate
the altar and statues from Argentia's Mount Rosary
Church, and pews also came from Argentia. The pres­
bytery was completed and a school built for 60 pupils.
This is now the building used as a club by La Fontaine
Club. The priest got a larger residence in 1945, when the
population had grown to 595. His previous dwelling be­
came a school with two teachers, Margaret McGrath and
B. Green. A hall built in 1947 became a new school, which
was needed because the population had risen to 810. The
Most Holy Rosary School was completed in 1953 when
the Presentation Sisters arrived with Sister Mary
Charles as the first principal. The first town council was
formed in 1950 with Frank Maher as mayor.

During the height of base activity in 1956, Freshwater
had a population of 1,048, and this continued to increase

"Thlr'. a moose loose around the hoose" - Fre.hwatar.

DECKS AWASH· 13

during the 19605. The Mahers, who had moved from Ar­
gentia, set up a general store, and Frank Maher opened
the first garage. The Healey and O'Reilly families also
started grocery stores, and George Murphy from Har­
bour Buffett opened a dry goods and grocery store. The
1944 church was renovated, and a new presbytery and
convent were built in 1961. The school was practically
rebuilt in 1968-69. Most of the public buildings in Fresh­
water were made of brick.

The phase down of the naval base which had sustained
the community brought hard times to Freshwater. Start·
ing in 1964, layoffs were common, and the situation was
complicated by the arrival of families from islands in
Placentia Bay. School classrooms were overburdened by
the government resettlement program which allocated
61 new families to the community but provided no addi­
tional funding to the school board. A new railway station
was built in Freshwater in 1965. The population reached
a peak of 1,560 in 1971, but declined in the next 15 years
to 1,219 in 320 families in 1986. The opening of Castle Hill
National Historic Park provided some relief, as did the
building of a vocational school in Placentia. After the
base phase down, many men found work at the ERCO
plant at Long Harbour. Others went to Come by Chance,
Churchill Falls and Wabush. Many young people went to
Thronto for work.

Male employment is spread among construction,
sales, processing, service and transportation, while fe­
male employment is in the service and processing sec­
tors, and some are teachers and administrators. One
full-time fishermen and seven part-time fishermen oper­
ated four smaller boats in 1987. Holy Rosary Church had
a congregation of 1,180, and the local primary and
elementary school 181 pupils in 1987.
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Argentia

This community south of LaUne Point was settled
about the same time as Placentia and was kn£M:n as Petit
Plaisance. In 1635, its population was 35. In the 17005, it
consisted of Marquise. Point Mall (Maul or Moll) and
Petit Plaisance (later Little Placentia). Marquise was
probably named after La Marquise in Guernsey, and a
M. Boutou may have been trading in the area around 1804
when Kneaves and Company were merchants in Little
Placentia. Later records list Kneaves and Penny, and
Bout as merchants in Little Placentia.

The communities were small in the early 18005,
although Little Placentia was large enough to have Ed­
mond Walsh and James Power as constables in 1807 and
William Smith, Nicholas Hayes and Patrick Forehan in
1809. The expansion of Placentia, where there was little
building land available, brought more families 10 Little
Placentia and there were 76 houses occupied in 1836.
Church records at Freshwater indicate that Irish fami­
lies named Whelan, Dogan, Murphy, McCue and Fowl­
er were present in 1835. Nine years later, the population
of Uttle Placentia was 573, Marquise, 01, and Point Mall,
with Griffith, Lynch, O'Reilly, Murphy and Power fami­
lies listed in 1849. Few new families arrived in the fol­
lowing decade. and in 1857, there were 486 people living
in Little Placentia, 121 in Marquise and 46 in Point Mall.

Father Pelagius Nowlan was the first priest appoint­
ed 10 Little Placentia in 1831. His parish included Fox
Harbour, Ship Harbour, Ram's Island, Isle Valen, Red
Island, Merasheen, Haricot, Oderin and Great Placen­
tia. By 1836, Father Nowlan had built a school, a church
and a cemetery by Power's Hill. The school opened in
1832 as a two-storey building with two classrooms up­
stairs and a hall downstairs. There were 65 students the
first year. The school was listed as being operated by the
British North American Society, but there is little doubt

Just before the move. (painting by Lt.-emdr. Coale - used
with permission from the U.S. Naval Historical Society,
Washington, D.C.)

Newfoundlanders working on the base line up to receive
their pay at Argentla. (painting by U.-emdr. Coale - used
with permission from the U.S. Naval Historical Society,
Washington, D.C.)

that it was a Roman Catholic school. John Freeman was
the teacher in 1870. Father Nowlan,died in 1871 and is now
buried at Freshwater. Father Robert Brennan followed
Father Nowlan, and an old bog road was called "Father
Brennan's Road".

In 1884, the commWlity of Uttle Placentia had a hospi­
tal run by the midwife, Mary Lynch. On August 6, 1886,
Bishop Power visited the area and travelled to Fox Har­
bour, Ram's Island, Mussel Harbour and Red Island, con­
firming 228 children. Little Placentia had a population
of 1,871 in 1898, and was an important fishing and trad­
ing community. Father Brennan retired in 1895 and died
the next year in S1. John's. His successor was Father S1.
John.

The three settlements at Little Placentia had 136 fa­
milies in 1901, including 62 Clshermen who owned Zl boats
and five larger vessels. Father S1. John installed the
Madonna bell at Mount Rosary in Little Placentia in
H~OI-it was later moved to Freshwater and rededicat·
ed June 10,1973. Made by the Henry McShane Manufac­
turing Company in Baltimore, Maryland, for $550, it was
the parish's first connection with the United States.
Father S1. John renamed the commWlity Argentia when
silver was discovered at Silver Cliff in 1904, but there was
little mining undertaken.

The Foran family lived in the lighthouse from the day
it opened in 1906, and Brother Foran, who now manages
the Edmund Rice Centre in Freshwater, can remember
the early days of lightkeeping although he went to school
in S1. John's and spent little time at Argentia. When his
father died, his stepbrother, Ronald, became the keeper;
and saw electric light replace the kerosene lamps in 1931.
His mother later took over with his sister Grace Wltil they
had to leave in July 1942, a year after the base was con­
structed.

A new church was built at Mount Rosary in 1916 by
Father John Ashley and the old school tom down to build
a new one. Another school was added for students from
Sampson's Point to Point Latine. It was later floated 10
Ship Harbour and used there for many years. There were
748 residents in 1911. By 1920 there were cemeteries by
the harbor, under Power's Hill and on top of the hill.
Father Savin had another laid out at Mount Rosary
across from the church. Dr. Green arrived 10 serve as
doctor at the Argentia hospital some time after 1921.

The railway terminus was moved from Jerseyside to
Argentia in 1921, which shifted some of the business ac­
tivity out of Placentia and Jerseyside. "Mter that, the
only time Argentia people were welcome in Placentia



Northside Argentl.

was when they had to visit the courthouse," Brother Fer
ran commented later with a large degree of truth.

Father Adrian Dee was parish priest from 1922, aDd
would play an important role in the community for three
decades. Father Dee and Mike Murray were said to own
the first automobiles in 1928 and 1929, but roads were
poor. Argentia's population remained the same with 760
residents in 1935, but many families left for other com·
mwtities when the fishery declined.

There were still m residents in 1939 but all were forced
to leave at very short notice two years later. In 1940
negotiations started to allow the USA 99-year leases for
three base sites in N~ foundland, one of which was the
combined naval and army facility at Argentia knovm as
Fort McAndrew. After the ran of France in May 1940, Wm­
soon Churchill, as British Prime Minister, sent a mes­
sage to President Roosevelt suggesting that the loan of
50 older American destroyers would substantially help
the British war effort. Four m'ontbs later, when Britain's
back was to the wall, it was agreed, with Commission
of Government consent, that 99-year leases for the es­
tablishment of U.S. military bases in Bermuda and New·
foundIand were not contingent on the provision of the
destroyers.

The Atlantic Charter signed on June 14, 1941, (see Ship
Harbour history) was never an official document but it
did bring a lot of activity to Argentia and neighboring
Placentia. Construction at Argentia was underway by
December 1941.

The start of base construction changed the 1ives of resi­
dents of the three communities. Families were offered
at least $1,000 each for their properties, but compensa­
lion was inadequate to pay for the emotional and fman­
cial strain of moving, even if the settlement left behind
did not have the wealthy patina of nearby Placentia.
Brother Foran can remember what they left:

''The Argenlia that I knew had three trees,
and they were in Mr. Jimmy Sparrow's
meadow. As the American engineers were to
discover, we had a plentiful supply of bog. In

The historic meeting off ArgenU.. (~Intlng by U.-Cmdr.
eo.ae - uMd with permlMion from the U.S. Nwlil Hlator­
k* Society, W••hlngton, D.C.)
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order to construct the runways for the base,
the workmen had to remove JI.5 million cu­
bic yards of peat."

When the U.S. troops arrived, they found things quite
unlike what they had been used to. U.-Cmdr. Griffith
Baily Coale of the U.S. Naval Reserve arrived as the offi­
cial artist, along with chief photographer Clasby who
took movie and photographic records. They \\--ere in Ar­
gentia 30 days before sailing for Iceland. Ll-Cmdr. Coale
recalled at the time:

"Nev.rfoundJand is a bleak and violent place
where Nature puts on a three-ringed circus
every day and night"

He did, howeo.--er, have kind words for those the navy
was displacing:

"Father Dee, the priest, is cold Newfound·
land's wann hearl, and his housekeeper,
Mary McCarthy, is as cultured as be, and is
the school teacher for the commwtity.",

A British naval visitor posted to Argentia also had to
alter his view of the community on his arrival:

"I had often seen Argentia on the mms. I
thought it was only a question of time before
we met the sheriff, the "doc" and the local
blonde, and only a matter maybe of minutes
before someone flred a six-shooter. But I ",,-as
wrong, as a few questions put to a passer-by
proved beyond question. There were DO bars
or saloons, DO blonde, no sheriffs, probahly
DO six-sbooters; and the men lived in melW
es and saved up their money...or else dutifully
JXlSted it home to their families."

Survey crews moved in, followed by heavy equipment
Most families received a month's notice. Some families
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Boil spareribs for one hour before
setting in the marinade.
Cut ribs into serving size pieces.
Combine beer, honey, lemon
juice, mustard, ginger and nut·
meg in a large bowl and stir well.
Add the prepared spareribs and
marinate for 3 hours, basting and
turning frequently.

When coals are ash grey, wrap
the spareribs in foil with a
tablespOOn of the marinade juices
and cook until nearly done (20 to
30 minutes). Baste, then remove
from the foil and finish cooking
over the open fire so the ribs are
brown and crisp.

Jerseyside, but most wanted to move to Herring Bay. The
Commission of Government disagreed and Father Dee
finally negotiated a move to Freshwater.

In 1940 there were as many as 2,303 people in the
Placentia area communities working in the fishery, but
hundreds gave up fishing for work on the base. In 1942,
2O,1XXl New"foundlanders were employed on base construc­
tion. Living standards rose overnight with full employ­
ment. Argentia was mainly a base for anti-submarine
patrols during the Second World War, and a base for mid­
Atlantic radar patrols later. In 1943, 12,403 military per­
sonnel were based at Argentia.

Father Dee died. in Freshwater on December '1:7, 1951.
Father McDermott J. Penney became parish priest in
1952 and moved all the buildings to the highway, where
the priest's house, St. Paul's Convent and Holy Rosary
School were built. The Presentation Sisters lived in his
house until the convent (now the Edmund Rice Centre)
was built, and he moved into the old school.

Direct civilian employment at the base was 872 by 1956,
with others providing services on contract. The month­
ly payroll to Newfoundlanders in the mid-l950s was es­
timated to be $400,000. Many families in surrounding
commWlities lodged U.S. families until housing was avail­
able on the base. But the prosperity did not last much
beyond the time resettled families arrived from islands
in Placentia Bay in 1968. A minor phase down in the mid
19605 led to a provincially-sponsored conference, but lit­
tle plannin~ had been done when a change in U.S. for­
eign policy brought a major phase down in 1970. There
was no other employment in the area, and only 150 pe0­
ple were in the fishery.

The Argentia Task Force involved both federal and
provincial governments and the u.s. military authorities
and eventually led to the forming of the Placentia Area
Development Association in 1972. The earlier lack of
planning negated efforts to create replacement indus­
tries. A federal government grant of $1.5 million in July

Barbecued spareribs
2 racks of pork spareribs
3 C. of beer
1 C. honey
2 thlsps. lemon juice
11/2 tsps. dry mustard
2 tsps. ground ginger
112 tsp. nutmeg
salt to taste
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MR. HOME OWNER
Planning to build or renovate this year?

Phone or drop in and talk to the
DOOR MAN

213 NEW GOWER ST.
PHONE: 753-9295

The Door Man will offer you low
prices on ~

Energy Saving SUPEtt'i'SION
Doors and Windows ~ .
Convenient CALL
Lay-A-Way 753 9295 We
Available • Install

!~'I\l ~~~E~~~~R~~NliO[!!lllJ ST. JOHN'S

- - - 753-9295

Yacht tied up at Argentla harbour.

wanted to move with Father Dee to Marquise, and ar­
rangements were made to move the church and school
there. Marquise was, however, needed for an army camp.
Some families went to Ferndale, Dunville, Placentia and



Marine Atlantic terminal, Argentl., before the summer se.
son Is underway.

1971 was spent largely on the restoration of Castle Hill,
a national historic park, the establishment of Fitzger­
ald's Pond provincial park and the construction of a road
to Long Harbour, but did little to solve local problems.

Some companies were able to use buildings vacated
by the U.S., and attempts were made to provide replace­
ment jobs. The U.S. government was asked to turn over
facilities on Northside to Canada for cheap housing and
an oil port. Pyramid Homes and Berry Brothers held
leases from the U.S. government but the leases includ­
ed a 3(kJay removal clause should the buildings be need­

ed. Pyramid Homes was a U.S.-owned company that
built mobile homes and employed up to ISO. Berry
Brothers was another U.S. company interested in servic­
ing oil rigs from the old ship-repair building and
providing a stevedore operation. The company employed
S<HiO people. Neither company was able to survive long
at Argentia.

Dunville

Dunville was originally called North East Arm, after
the waterway which connects it to Placentia. We were
unable to determine why the name was changed to Dun­
ville. One older resident suggested it was after the Dun­
phys, a merchant family from the area. In the 17008 it
was an anchoring area for Placentia. Herring Bay is at
the eastern end of the Arm and continued to be an im­
portant anchoring area until the 19005.

A survey from the 170Cls indicates the harbor was shal­
low with water levels as low as 14-20 feet, which meant
it could accommodate mostly smaller boats. Salmon fish-
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Argentia had been one of the main CN passenger and
freight terminals in Newfoundland with some 350 pe0­
ple employed in coastal boat and ferry services. As is­
lands were resettled in the 1960s, boat services declined
and fewer than 25 people are now needed in the summer
to operate and service Marine Atlantic's ferry, M.V. Am­
brose Shea. A roll-on, roll-off service between Argentia
and Fall River, Massachusetts, operated briefly in 1981.

There now are approximately 170 people working at
the base in Argeqtia. Blue Ocean Products Limited also
employs 125 in its fish plant, down from a high of 300 in
1982, Harvey's operates a freezer plant and Neldo Ma­
rine has a fiberglass boatbuilding business. Argentia has
been designated a possible offshore supply base but, like
other such sites, development has not materialized.. The
nmway is used by waterbombers, and a heliport has been
approved for emergencies. The U.S. lease is scheduled
to expire in June 2041. Some areas have been landscaped
as buildings fall out of use, but it appears the site will
not be returned to Canada before then. II

ing was very important and a Mrs. Martha Cottman was
granted full title to the salmon fishery in 1752.

In the 1836 census, North East Arm, Freshwater and
Point Mal had a combined population of 174 people, all
of whom were Roman Catholic and presumably of Irish
origin. North East Arm itself had 121 residents.

The first school was mentioned in the 1860 education
report. When the school inspector paid a visit to the
school, he gave the teacher, John HanJon, a failing grade.
Despite the report, Hanlon was still teaching there the
next year. He was then replaced by Miss Collins, stan­
dards improved and the school received a passing grade.
It closed in 1881-82 and when it reopened in 1884 it showed
some improvement. The school was built on land owned
by Roman Catholic Bishop John T. Mullock.

By 1909, the community had two schools. Dunville Su­
perior School had 61 students registered in 1914.

The two-storey school was housed in the same build­
ing as the parish hall and when it was demolished, some
young men left school to help build a new hall and one­
room school. In 1955 two more rooms were added, but
the entire building burned down later that year.

In 1958 a new Dunville Roman Catholic all-grade
school was built on the High Road near S1. Anne's
Church. S1. Martin's Anglican school was built in 1951
and the United Church school was opened in 1955. S1.
Martin's became the central high school in 1962 and the
United school became Grace United Elementary school
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The northeast arm with the br1dge between Jersey-'de and
Plac.ntle In the backgrOUnd.

Grace United Church which serves residents of Dunville
today was completed in 1965.

1bere were about 100 Roman Catholic families in Dun­
ville in 1954 and they built 51. Anne's, the town's flI'St~
man Catholic Church. Prior to this, mass was celebrated
in the Roman Catholic school or nearby Placentia.
Father Hunt was the first parish priest.

The Baptists arrived in Dunville and held their first
meeting in 1958 in the United Church school. The follow­
ing year they put a Quonset hut at the junction of the
Lower and Main road in Dunville and held services there.
Then in 1961 the hut was moved to a new location where
a permanent church was built in time for the Easter Sun­
day celebration in 1963. 11lat church has since been ex­
panded..

Anglicans comprised 15% of the population of Dunville

Dunvllle Munlclpel Building end fire hell.

full·time year-round employment and new families
moved to the area. Some of the families forced to leave
Argentia also settled in DunviJIe. The population rose
from m in 1945 to 869 in 1956. With the Smallwood govern­
ment's resettlement program even more people moved
there and by 1966, 1622 people were living in the com·
munity.

With such growth, the area became more diversified
particularly with regard to religious denominations. [n­
itiaUy, Dunville, like the rest of Placentia, was
predominantly Roman Catholic.. The new .....orkers and
families brought other denominations to the area and a
need for churches and more schools.

By 1956 an all-grade Anglican school and a United
Church school had been built. The United Church flI'St
organized in the area in 1956 and held services in the
school. This two-room building served as a place of wor­
ship on Sundays for four years. Then a chapel was built
in the basement of the school and dedicated in 1960. The

Living end working right on the weter In Dunvme.

For this reason its history is closely linked to Placentia's
history. The fishery continued to thrive with 108 men flSh­
ing in 1911 but there were only 38 men fishing in 1921. The
decline is attributed in part to the "Year of the Dogfish"
in 1915 when many fishermen lost catches and nets be­
cause of dogfish. A poor fishery and the Depression
forced a lot of people to leave the area in search of jobs
elsewhere. The J:M)pulation declined from 509 in 1911 to
261 by 1935.

With the construction of the U.s. base in 1941 pro6perity
returned to the area and Dunville became a dormitory
town for civilians working on the base. A new road was
built above the settlement to Argenlia. Residents found

Tout1et Infonnetion booth In Dunvll5e, open during the ferry
run from mld.June to mid-September.

in 1965. Sl Anne's Academy, the all-grade Roman Cathol·
ic school opened in 1978.

The flI'St road, known as Lower Road, ....-as buill along
the North East Ann shore. The Salmonier Line .....as used
by merchants, farmers and fIshermen. It was in poor
shape and in the 1860s and 18705., there were calIs for im­
provements to the road In 1887, a grant v..ClS given to build
a road between Great and Little Placentia.

The railway lines from St. John's and Harbour Grace
to Whilboume were extended to Placentia in 1888. Arail­
way station was built in Dunville, but it later burned down
and was replaced by a new one in Freshwater.

The 1891 census showed North East Arm with a popu­
lation of 472 people and despite the fact that 459 of them
were Roman Catholic, there wasn't a church in the com­
munity. Residents had to travel to Placentia to attend
mass on Sundays. Priests came to the homes in North
East Arm for marriages, and babies were carried by
boat or over the ice to Placentia to be baptized.

Fishing was of great importance to the commwlity up
until the 19005. Like other communities in the area, Dun­
ville relied heavily on Placentia for goods and services.



ERCO plant at Long Harbour.

as early as 1951, and set up a building committee in 1952.
Despite their early arrival in the area their church was
not started until June 1959 and opened in 1961. Many of
the men helping to build the church were not Anglican,
something people from the area point out with pride
when discussing the strong community spirit in Dunville.

Pentecostals came to the area in 1968. The first serv·
ice was held in the home of Sergeant and Mrs. Cre'Ao'elJe
at the base in Argentia. They built their own church in
1970 on property next to the East Coast Trailer Park.

By 1952 an all-grade Anglican school and a United
Church school had been built. A small Roman Catholic
school on Lower Road was destroyed by nre in 1956. 1\r.·0
years later a new RC all-grade school was built on the
high road.

Ounville incorporated in 1963 and the flr.;t council was
elected that year with Garfield Follett as mayor. At first
they met in homes, but later that year a to.vn office was
set up and in 1967 the Tbwn Council Building was built.

In 1969 the Americans constructed an access road
through DWlville, running from the Trans-eanada High­
way to Argentia. This created jobs and made the Placen­
tia Bay area more accessible.

ERCO started construction of its phospherous plant
in 1966 in Long Harbour, providing jobs for DWlville resi-

Fox Harbour
It's said Fax: Harbour's name originated from the large

nwnbers of foxes that used to come down to the flShflakes
and eat the drying cod. Another possible source of the
name according to a woman who lives in Fox Harbour
today is that people living in Fox Harbour were said to
be "cunning like foxes"

Yankee traders were thought to have come to the area
in 1667 and named it Little Gloucester after the Ameri­
can trading area Gloucester, New England.

The community has been settled since the early 18005
when three families headed by George, Martin and Mat­
thew Spurvey arrived from England. All of them
returned to England in the 18205 except Cor a Matthew
Spurvey. Other families had settled in Fox Harbour by
Uten with the arrival oC Healey, Kelly and Dreaddy fa·
milies from Ireland in 1806.

Fox Harbour is east of Argentia and now with the high­
way going Utrough the community it can also be
described as north of DWlville. Houses were built around
the harbor and men in the area primarily fished. The
harbor is shallow, 10-12 feet, so larger vessels had to be
anchored offshore and the harbor was navigable only at
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dents. To accommodate the new employees a 45-house
subdivision was built in 1967. In DWlville it is referred
to as the ERCO subdivision.

Things took a turn for the \\-'Orse in the area in 1970
when a phase down of the Argentia base was announced
with the subsequent loss oC nearly 300 jobs.

The Placentia Area Development Association or­
ganized in 1970 to meet the economic crisis in the area
They met at the DunvilJe 'Ibwn Hall and each of the five
municipalities of Dunville, Jerseyside, Placentia, Fresh­
water, and Fox Harbour appointed seven members to the
association.

In the mid-198Os, ERCO employees were given an op­
portunity to purchase the ERCO houses, which up to that
time had been available only on rental basis. There was
a clause in place which said the buyers couldn't sell the
houses immediately after they were purchased from the
company.

Today Dunville has a population oC more than 1800 pe0­
ple. The population grew and then declined, but today
is .icscribE'd as stabilized. Most residents still work out·
side the town, with 90 men working as machinists, 90 in
construction, 55 in the service sector and 75 women work­
ing as clerks. II

Two homea In Dunville overlooking the water.

high tide. It is uncertain why people settled in Fox Har­
bour. the two commonly held theories are that people
moved there because land around the Placentia harbor.;
was already claimed, or people were hoping to get away
Crom the French vessels and pirates.

111e community was listed in the census of 1836

Sacred Heart Romen Clithollc church In Fox H.rbour.
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