


Small repairs are
Big business for Chris Lawlor

Last Fall, Chris Lawlor perfected a method of repairing
broken snowmobile tracks. Soon people were beating a path
to his door. Unfortunately, some businesses are hard to run
from home. One fellow tried to drive his Skidoo into Chris's
kitchen. Worse yet, the smell of rubber cement threatened
to put the Lawlor family to sleep-permanently.

Chris needed business premises and equipment, so this
Spring he came to NLDC. We helped Chris under our Young
Entrepreneur Program with a $20,000 business loan and
now he has a place to work, new equipment, and his own
company called Rubber Experts. Chris also repairs truck
tires and suspension air bags, too, and he says business
is booming.

If, like Chris, you have a business idea, why not call us?
Our business is helping people get into business and we
offer advice, information, and financial aid programs. To find
out more, call us toll-free at 1-800-563-9179 from anywhere
in the Province. Ask to speak to Mark Duff or Paul Clark.
At NLDC we want to see you succeed.
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from the editor
Discipline-that's what this magazine business

is all about. When everyone else seems to be vaca­
tioning, or lying in the all-too-elusive sun, dead­
lines still have a habit of creeping up regardless
of outside distractions. Sometimes, Nat King
Cole's "Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer" ar­
en't quite so lazy.

We draw your attention to three things: out-of­
town visitors, renewal time, and our 20th an­
niversary.

This is again the time of the year when most
people come to visit Newfoundland, and we're
happy to meet some of our distant subscribers who
tell us how much they enjoy reading Decks Awash.
Many are former Newfoundlanders or married to
Newfoundlanders, but an increasing number are
people who are just genuinely interested in the
province and its people. In a short two-week peri­
od we've had visitors from Utah, Washington
State, California, Massachusetts, British Colum­
bia and Ontario. A couple from Ontario told us
they couldn't possibly see half of what they had
wanted to on their two-week visit and exclaimed
how accessible everything is. One remarked, "For
heaven's sake, all you have to do is drive for a few
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minutes and you're in the country." Yet another
said he appreciated our fresh, unpolluted air and
cool weather. How far our formerly isolated
province has come in such a short time.

It's also the time when many of you should look
at your magazine label to check on renewal dates.
If the label says "EXPIRES AUGUST 1988", this
is the last issue you will receive-please renew
now to avoid missing an issue. U you have sugges­
tions for us, please let us know and we'll try to
oblige.

We draw your attention to this, our 20th anniver­
sary. In August 1968, the first edition of Decks
Awash came off the presses, it had just 20 pag~~:

We have you, our subscribers, to thank for sup­
porting us and helping us to continue publishing
today-just think in five years we'll be celebrat­
ing a quarter of a century! We thank, too, our ad­
vertisers who faithfully support us and who tell us
many of their customers say they first saw their
ad in Decks Awash.

Finally, we bid farewell to one of our reporters,
Margot Bruce, who has gone to Ottawa to work,
we wish her luck and already miss her.

~L."-L..~..suri>Q/
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history

Bonne Bay

Trout River
Trout River now may be reached over 12 miles of road

west of Woody Point. Until the mid·I950s, there was only
a cart track linking the communities and this partly ex­
plains the individualistic character of the people of Trout
River. The community name comes from the abundance
of sea·run trout in the river at the time it was settled.
This fishing community is located at the mouth of scen·
ic Trout River Pond and occupies a flood plain and beach
terrace. 'The terrace is about 100 feet above the river val·
ley and has a good layer of soU as a resuJt of enrichment
with caplin.

Trout River

Trout River has benefited from a certain amount of
independence because of its relative isolation, but the
old community of Chimney Cove 12 miles to the south­
west, where the Payne family from Yorkshire lived in
the early 1800s, is now visited only by caribou [rom the
Gregory Plateau herd.

The most noticeable feature of the roadside to Trout
River is the distioctively-colored Tablelands consisting
of rocks thrust up from the earth's crust below the At·
lantic Ocean and discolored by weathering and. erosion.
Many flowers growing on the Tablelands are rare arc­
tic plants adapted to the harsh conditions and lack of
cover. The area has changed litUe since Harold Horwood
described it in 1969:

The branch (of the road from Wiltondale) to
Trout River climbs over a tableland that is
undoubtedly the most desolate spot visited by
any road 00 the island. It looks less like any­
thing earthly than like the surface of the
moon. Bare boulders lie everywhere, many
of them pitted and brown, others of an un·
natural, sulphurous hue. Stark mountains
rise against the sky, with sharp aDd precipi·
tous escarpments.
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TIle fll'St settler was George Crocker who arrived [rom
Liverpool, England, in 1815 and settled in the sandy bay
between the high cliffs. He and his wife Catherine Blao·
chard from Dorchester, England, are listed for 1830. By
1857, the small fishing settlement still had only 13 resi­
dents in two Church of England families and rather more
sheep on pasture, but the population had doubled by 1874.
The abundance of fish and inland supplies ofanimals and
furs brought a major immigration in the next 10 years
evidenced by lOB mainly Church of England residents
in 1884. A total of 1,195 quintals of fiSh were landed that
year, which was the second highest total on the coast.

Two merchants operated out of Trout River by 1891,
but the community lacked both a church and a school,
although there were sizable O1urch of England and Sal·
vation Army congregations and a small number of
Methodists by 1901, when there were 229 residents. While
cod continued to be the most important fiSh species,
Trout River had as many as 18 lobster factories with
1,689 traps in 1900. The 58 employees packed 408 cases
that year, making the community the largest lobster
producer in the Bonne Bay area. Farming was also quite
important with large amounts of cabbage, butter and
wool listed from a very smaU acreage of improved land.

By 1921, the population had almost doubled again to
404 Church of England, Methodist and Salvation Army
reSidents, and there now were churches for all three
denominations. The Church of England held church serv­
ices in a school chapel which was remodelled and be­
came The Church of the Incarnation in 1928. The
cornerstone for St. Simon and St. Jude was laid by
Bishop Seaborn on October 'r1, 1963, and the church
opened on October 24, 1965. Of the community's 104
school·age children, t¥l were in the local Church of En-­
gland and Metbodist scllools.

Only one merchant operated out of the community but
landings o[ cod and herring had risen to $25,698, the
hJghest OIl the coast. The number ollollola factories had

-. IW

Sh8nnon Crocker anlde ~p In cod head•.



4 - DECKS AWASH

also increased, to 24 with 1,845 traps, but only 12 people
were employed to pack just 194 cases, evidence of a
decline in the first two decades of the 19005.

Even with the building of the road in the 1950s, Trout
River remained relatively unchanged until the creation
of the national park in the late 19605. The community
council built a community haIl in 1966. Some residents
continued to farm the land and keep livestock, but the
encroachment of the park has limited the amount of
pastureland. Attempts are now being made to develop
a community pasture in the wide valley of the Trout
River. Another area favored by horses is Green Gardens,
a three-mile cliff-top meadow between Trout River and
the Lookout Hills. This is a very popular and varied park
trail best underlaken on a fine day.

The population increased to 784 by 1976, and has re­
mained at the same level despite high youth unemploy­
ment. The community, which has equal numbers of
Anglican Church and Salvation Army residents and a
smaller number of United Church residents, has three
churches and two amalgamated schools. About half of
the working population is employed directly in the fish­
ery, although many residents work in the construction
industry. The development of Trout River Pond as a
major national park recreation area includes a new
campground and boat tour. II

Woody Point
On 1698 and 1741 maps, the area is referred

to as La Belle Baie ("beautiful bay"), although the
French did not fish inside the bay. This was translated
to the roughly equivalent Bonne Bay, and this name was
used for the community until the late 1800s. Many older
residents still use the older name which even today is
retained for the local post office. Captain James Cook
noted the area's attributes on a 1768 survey, and mer­
chants from the West of England were quick to take no­
tice. Woody Point was for a while referred to as Jersey
Room because many of its early residents originated
from the Channel Islands. It was renamed for theabun·
dance of Lombardy poplars planted in the community
by the local magistrate in the early 19005. These are still
very evident but not as prolific as before.

Bonne Bay has always been known for its scenery and
has been compared to the fiords in Norway which were
formed in the same way by glacial action. In 1838,
Ephraim Tucker wrote:

Toward nighUall we floated with the tide be­
tween those gigantic cliffs which are reared
upon the right and left of Boone Bay
[sicl. ...The scene here is strikingly grand
and beautiful.-Rock above rock, and cliff
succeeding cliff, stretched upwards and far
away, while the sprinkling of green foliage,
among the gray rocks, and stunted firs that
crowned the edges of precipices, with here
and there a snowcapped summit glistening
in the rays of the declining sun, all together
rendered the scene exceedingly grand and
beautiful.

The Dorset firm of Bird and Company established a
fishing station soon after 1800, and the most valuable
commodity was salmon. Permanent settlement started,
with the first six families coming from Devon, and Ed­
ward Chappell reported that there were 30 inhabitants
by 1818. Bird and Company was the major trading com­
pany before being replaced by the Jersey fmn of

Gruchy, Renouf, Clement and Company in the 18505.
According to churcb records, Bonne Bay was a sum­

mer settlement until the 18«E, and Micmac Indians were
still thought to be travelling in the area as late as 1842.
People in the area have heard older residents recount
stories of Micmac women paddling to Wild Cove on the
other side of the bay to sell baskets.

In 1857, there were only 12 houses in Bonne Bay oc­
cupied by 77 Church of England residents who caught
!BI barTels of herring in addition to cod and salmon. Her­
ring overwintered in the two arms of the bay and could
be caught all winter through the ice. For this reason swn­
mer fishermen in Labrador wintered in the area, and
the prosperity of the herring fishery accounts for the in­
flux of people in the second half of the 18005. There were
no schools or churches and very little law enforcement,
but this changed after 1874 when more families, includ­
ing George Hal£yard from Ochre Pit Cove, arrived.

The community now consisted of Woody Point and
Crawley's (Crolly) Cove, where Michael Eisen from
Sheet Harbour, Nova Scotia, was the first settler in 1864.
Elizabeth Cullihall lived in the community from

St. P8trick'., Woody Point.

1871-1937, the family coming from Collihole, Devon.
Crawley's Cove was renamed Cunon Village in honor
of Sir Curzon Howell, the commander of a British man­
of-war visiting the port. Although always an extension
of the main trading community of Woody Point with its
large houses and gardens, Curzon Village retained the
character of a fishing settlement. A British naval officer
proclaimed in 1874 that the homes were "fine geese
houses" but may have mistaken the fishing stores for
homes. The village was probably settled because most
of the favorable land around Woody Point had been
claimed, forcing late arrivals to the area to occupy



W. Martin'. house In Woody Point, built for Walter Bun,
merchant.

steeper land to the north. .
Astand of white pine growing north of Curzon Village

was cut by Albert Tuff from Ochre Pit Cove around 1870.
Many of the pines he cut for his house .were '!lore t~an

two feet in diameter and were sawn wlth a pltsaw mto
boards for the floors, ceilings and walls. The joists, sills
and studs were chopped with an adze. It took Albert
perhaps four years to complete the ho~e f~r his w~fe

and family of eight. His son, Jabez, and hlS wlfe, Anme,
lived in the old pine house which was the rented home
of Pat McLeod, whose book provides such a good over­
view of Bonne Bay.

One of the most famous early inhabitants was Alfred
Prebble, the community's self-taught ~octor. He built
a clinic at Woody Point in 1863 and marned a local wom­
an who shared his enthusiasm for medicine. The New-

Anglican Church of the Epiphany.
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foundJand government later recognized his skill by
giving him the official title of "Doctor" and an official
licence to practise medecine. The Prebbles later moved
to Norris Point, where their son, George, took over the
family practice.

Other early settlers included the Halfyards, Roberts
and Wiltons. Solomon Wilton moved from Burnt Island
some time after 1845 and was already living in Woody
Point in 1864, and George Halfyard from Ochre Pit Cove
arrived a few years later. The Roberts family emigrat­
ed from Sturminster, Dorset, to Portugal Cove in 1835,
and then to Woody Point in 1870, with another branch
of the family arriving from Devon in the 1860s.

The first public services came to Bonne Bay in the ear­
ly 18705 when a post office and telegraph office were es­
tablished. A political representative was also elected in
1881 but was seldom in the district because of the
difficulty in travelling. The hardest times of year for
mail delivery were during the winter freeze-up and
spring break-up. One resident was famous for crossing
the bay on the thinnest of ice covers. To lessen the dan­
ger, he would carry a dory on top of his sled, so that,
if the ice broke, he could haul himself and his dogs
aboard and row to the next ice. The mail carriers would
also run ahead of the dogs in snow to break trail.

The first church, St. Patrick's Roman Catholic
Church, was built in Woody Point in 1875, during the term
of the Right Reverend Thomas Sears. Built by Joseph
Breau from Pictou, Nova Scotia, who is credited with
carving the ceiling with a pocketknife, and Peter Jack·
man of Bell Island, the church was located near Bailey's
Point. In 1888, it was moved to the present site in Woo­
dy Point on land owned by a wealthy meIThant, James
Hallahan, who donated the land to ensure tile church was
closer to his home. The building was cut into three sec­
tions and carried by sled over the bay to the new site.

The Church of England Mission of Bonne Bay was es­
tablished in the late 187lB. The boundaries extended from
Trout River to Flower's Cove. Although large, this area
was more manageable than its predecessor, the Bay of
Islands Mission. The first clergyman was the Reverend
U.Z. Rule who supervised the bUilding of the first sim~
pIe church at Woody Point. He was followed by the
Reverend J.J. Curling, after whom the first settlement
on the Bay of Islands was named. Curling designed and
built the first Church of the Epiphany shorUy afterwards
on a site now occupied by the Stomoway Motel. Its heavy
oak doors are retained in the present Anglican church.
The Reverend Charles William Hollands travelled the
area by foot, dogsled and boat from 1881 to 1904, often
travelling as far as 150 miles from the rectory in Woody
Point before the parish was split into Bonne Bay North
and Bonne Bay South.

Curzon Village was a mainly Wesleyan community in
the early days of settlement, and a church was built in
the late 18005. As the community grew, more Church of
England families arrived, and several families moved
their homes closer to Woody Point.

The first schools were built in the 18705 and 18805. The
Church of England maintained a school in Woody Point
and the Methodists built a school in Curzon Village. The
Roman Catholic school could be moved to be near the
most students, which meant moving it over the ice in
winter. Despite the inconveniences and the non­
attendance ofsome students during the summer fishery,
the standard of education was reported to be high in the
area.

Administration, justice and communications were
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House bulh for WJlllIim PrebbIe, merchant, at Woody PeNni.

provided by visiting Royal Navy ships. Their captains
would often settle disputes, perform marriage ceremo­
nies and lend their own books to early settlers. Most resi­
dents had little contact with the government in St. John's
and were more familiar with Boston and other places
of trade. Most early furniture and musical instruments
were ordered from Boston and brought by a merchant
vessel, and many younger men sought their fortunes on
the Eastern Seaboard. Trading schooners often anchored
in great numbers off Woody Point and loaded up with
fish, salt herring and canned lobster.

The trade with the United States was very important
to Woody Point and led to an incident involving four
governments. In 1886, Canada and Newfoundland
enforced legislation that prevented the sale of bait to
American ships. An American fishing vessel, Thomas
F. Bayard, was chased out of Bonne Bay while trying
to buy bait. Thev....l bappened to be named!or the U.S.
Secretary of State, who complained to the British govern­
ment. There were threats of retaliation, but cooler heads
prevailed and a peaceful compromise was reached the
next year, although it took until 1925 to finally resolve
the issue.

In 1898, the Newfoundland government of E.P. Mor­
ris promised a branch railway to Bonne Bay, but finan­
cial troubles quelled this plan. The west coast became,
with the cessation of French rights in 1904, officially part
of the British Colony, and development of the area was
intensified. Logging became an important source of in­
come for some residents, although census figures indi­
cate that fishing remained the main activity in both
Curzon Village and Woody Point. There were three mer­
chants in Woody Point operating four schooners totaIl-

The wh.rt at Woody Point.

iog 169 tons, and about 50 fishermen in each commwtity.
The population of Corzon Village dropped from US in
1884 to 101 in 1901, but that of Woody Point doubled from
139 to 273 in the same period.

A ferry link between Woody Point and Norris Point
in the early 19005 underlined the importance of Woody
Point as the main trading community for the area. A
road was completed in the 192()), but the next major road·
building program was not undertaken until the early
19605 when the Northern Peninsula highway was start­
ed by the federal government of John Diefenbaker.

The lobster fishery was a very important source of in­
come in the early 19005. Messrs. Payzant and Frazer
from Halifax set up one of several lobster factories in
the two communities in 1901 and employed 28 people to
pack lobsters supplied by 40 fishermen. The seven fac­
tories listed that year packed 424 cases of lobsters. While
the lobster fishery had disappeared in Woody Point by
1921, there were 1310bsler factories with 1,197 traps still
operating in Corzon Village, but just 168 cases of lobster
were packed. Curzon Village had one 38-ton schooner,
while Woody Point had three totalling 130 tons.

Few of the original Lombardy poplars still stand on
Woody Point. Some of those now growing by the main
road grew out of the burned stumps of trees destroyed

St. Andrew's, Woody Point.

in a 1922 fire which burned down many homes, shops and
fishing sheds. Balsam poplars, which offer more shade
and are equally fast-growing, are now found through­
out the southern part of the community. The 192<ls
marked the peak of Bonne Bay's importance as a trad­
ing and service area. Woody Point was the administra­
tive base for the northwest coast with the courthouse,
customs office, welfare officer and the Newfoundland
Ranger Force all housed in the community.

The destruction resulting from the fire contributed to
the loss of west coast trading business to Curling, and
later Corner Brook. The Depression of 1929 also brought
a decline in trading which had a direct impact on Woo­
dy Point's merchants. Logging continued to be an im­
portant activity, but the number of sawmills gradually
declined. Another factor was the 19305 decline in the im­
portant herring fishery, but cod continued to be an im­
portant flshery for another two decades. Many residents
left to work on the military bases in the 19405 and others
went to Scotland to work in the forests there.

A new Anglican Church of the Epiphany was started
in 1939 and its cornerstone was laid by Bishop Philip A­
braham on August 8, 1941. St. Patrick's Roman Catholic
Church was used until the 19505, but, with a declining



Roman Catholic population, it was not used in the 19605
and had deteriorated to such a point that it required a
Local Improvement Program (LIP) grant in 1975. TIle
res~ church, which lacks central heating, is now used
ooly m the summer months. St. Andrew's United Olurch
which is situated by the main road on the way to Cur:
zon Vdlage, was completed in 1966.

A community council was formed in 1960 with
representatives from Woody Point and Winter House
Brook. The area was still without electricity in 1963,
when MHA William J. Smith made an impassioned plea
in the House of Assembly for services Cor his consti­
tuents. A road link to Woody Point was completed in the
19605 and the Bonne Bay Development Association was
Cormed in 1970.

1be agreement to establish Gm; Morae National Park
was signed in 1973, and the first headquarters were at
Woody Point. This boosted the local population to 529 in
1976, and by 1981, tourism had become a major activi­
ty. The population, however, had declined to 482, main­
ly because many younger residents were unable to find
jobs and had moved to the mainland. This figure dropped
still further to 445 in 1986. Equal numbers of people are
employed in the service, fishing and construction sec­
to~, but unemployment remains a major problem, es­
pecially for young people.

The building of the Viking Trail highway and the mov­
ing of park services to Rocky Harbour in the early 19805
further reduced the importance of Woody Point, and
another major factor was the operation of the ferry. The
ferry, which operated year round, was too small toac­
commodate the number of cars wishing to make the
crossing in swnmer,.and the department of transporta­
tion was unwilling to.mcrease Its subsidization. The ferry
operator was willing to operate a summer service, but
the paving of the highway from Wiltondale to Glenbur­
nie offered the alternative of an 8O-kilometer road trip
to the 26-minute ferry ride, and in 1985 ferry operations
ceased.

Winter House Brook
Winter House Brook is so named because it was the

winter home for families who maintained swnmer dwell­
ings close to their fIShing wharves and sheds. One of the
m~in access points to the Tablelands is by way of the
Wmter House Brook Canyon, the climb and a walk
around the rim of which takes about four hours and a
walk of four miles offen a view of the Ttout Riv~Ponds
and Gregory Plateau. The small setUement at its base
has always been a fiShing community.

Bailey's Point, located between Winter House Brook
and Shoal Brook, had a population of 150 in 31 families
in 1884. Amongst its residents were a lawyer, five mer­
chants, four clerks, a farmer and 51 fishennen. 1be Ro­
man Catholic church was moved to Woody Point soon
after it was built. A total of SSO barrels of herring land­
ed in 1884 indicates the fishing activity in the communi­
ty, which also sent a 23-ton schooner with a crew of six
to the Labrador. The community is not listed ngain in
later census reports, but may have been divided moo the
mainly Roman Catholic community of St. Joseph's Cove
and the mainly Church of England community of Mud­
dy Hole.
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St. Joseph's Cove had 62 residents in 1901. Almost all
the families worked in the cod, herring and lobster fish­
eries. A 15-ton schooner fished the Labrador and there
were two lobster factories with 600 traps-the 11 em­
ployees packed 79 cases of lobster in 1901. The popula­
tion dropped to 52 in 1921 when the four lobster factories
packed only 31 cases.

The two communities of Muddy Brook and Winter
House Brook had a total of 94 residents in 16 Church of
England, Roman Catholic and Methodist families in 1901.
The 36 flshennen-farmers landed 18 tierces of salmon
in addition to cod aDd herring, and the two lobster fac­
tories set 460 traps and 60 cases of lobster were packed
by the 17 empJoyees. By 1921, the population had in­
creased slightly to 98, including a merchant, and cod
traps were more plentiful at Muddy Brook. The seven
lobster factories, however, packed only 25 cases of lob­
ster from 505 traps, and at least one family was depen­
dent on lumbering.

Winter House Brook remained a separate communi­
ty WltiJ the Woody Point commWlity council was formed
in ~960. A~th?ugh it i~ administratively part o{ Woody
Pomt and IS IOcluded 10 that community for census pur­
poses, Winter House Brook remains a separate commu­
nity in physical terms. A marine service centre provides
safe winter storage for fishing boats and yachts. The re­
cent reopening of the fishplant by Bonne Bay Seafoods
Limited will likely revitalize the community and see
some of the abandoned land and houses reoccupied.

WIIII.m Kennedy'. houM, Winter HOUN Brook.
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Glenburnie-Birchy Head-Shoal
Brook

Today's amalgamated community started out as five
or more individual communities extending from what
is now Shoal Brook south to Glenburnie. These were,
from north to south, Shoal Brook, Silver Point, Birchy
Head, Silverton and Glenburnie plus part of Glenbumie
known as The Bottom. The water is much shallower
south of Winter House Brook and farther from the fIsh­
ing grounds, but there were extensive river flats to the
south, so these communities grew up more as farming
than fishing communities.

High above the community of Birchy Head is a sharp
peak known locally as Pickatinnyree. '[be name bas a
Gaelic sound to it, but it is a corruption of "Pic a
Tenerife", a name bestowed on it by an early visitor.
There is some debate about whether it was an early
French settler, or maybe Captam James Cook who visit-

ed Bonne Bay, but whoever named it might have seen
a resemblance to the peak of Tenerife in the Canary
Islands.

Thomas Young, from St. John Island near Port au
Choix, was the first setUer around 1860. He built his home
away from the beach, protected from the elements and
perhaps from French and British warships patrolling the
French Shore. He was followed by Isaac Caines from the
same area-both settled at the Silverton flats. Silver
Point was first settled by Billy Raiche who is said to have
built the first road. Both Silverton and Silver Point owed
their names to a Bay of Islands merchant who main­
tained premises along the Bonne Bay shore in the lale
18005. Benjamin Osmond from Greenspond and Henry
Parsons from Carbonear followed.

Early settlers in Shoal Brook included the Anderson,
Bailey, Brake, Burden, Cumell, McCauley and Mat­
thews families. Their houses were clustered around the
mouth of the brook Luke Anderson, who was a fisher­
man and sawmiller, was probably the first settler in
Shoal Brook in the early 18805.

The firs1 to consider using the land for farming was
Hugh MacKenzie, a Scot who arrived from the Bay de
Chaleur in New Brunswick at Birchy Head with his wife
and three sons in 1879. Four years laler, be moved to the
bottom of the Sooth Ann to what became k.no\l."D as
MacKenzie's Brook, now the site of a picnic ground.
MacKenzie named the area Glenburn ("valley of
brooks"), the "ie" being added later He was followed
by Samuel Simmonds and his lamily!rom Herring Neck

in 1884. The third family was that of Robert Janes who
fanned land in Glenburnie for 20 years while having his
home in Silverton. The Thomas Young family also
moved from Silverton in the late 1890s, although they
continued to maintain ftshing premises there. Dr. Ge­
orge Prebble and Simon Avery both owned land at Bir­
chy Head.

Most early residents were ftshennen-fanners, with
flShing premises from Silverton to Shoal Brook and. com­
mercial farming mostly at Glenbumie. Farming on the
Glenbumie flats and elsewhere was a major activity for
some families. In other communities around Bonne Bay,
the land was not as fertile, and, as Dobson reported in
an account of the area:

The land was fertilized by kelp cut from the
bottom of the sea at low tide. In the ftrst
generation and part of the second it was pos.
sible to scrape it off the rocks with a rake.
Later as more was used the men had to go
farther away to get it, sometimes to Lomond
and the Parsons even went as far as Baker's
Brook, which is beyond Rocky Harbour.

All five communities were listed in the 1884 census as
West Side, which had a popuJation of 129 Wesleyan, 81
Church of England and 33 Roman Catholic residents.
There was already a Wesleyan church, but other serv­
ices were conducted in schools. As many as 20 local resi·
dents crewed three schooners, and a 4O-too schooner with
eight aboard caught 250 quintals of fish 0(( Labrador.
The local fishery was also quite successfuJ with 1,432
quintals of cod, the highest reported for the Bonne Bay
area that year. The spring cod fishery was undertaken
at St. John Island to the north, and there was a Labrador
fishery in the fall. Cod was sold to merchants in Woody



Glenburnle.

Point and to Silver who had premises in several settle­
ments. The herring fishery was important because it
brought cash returns from American coasting vessels
in November and December. The salmon fishery oper­
ated in June and July with salmon sold fresh, canned
or smoked.

In 1901, the communities were listed separately. Some
services, especially church activities, were already be­
ing combined, however, and the boundaries of each com­
munity became more blurred. Part of Birchy Head was
claimed by the Church of England for a church and
graveyard. The Church of England population was con­
centrated in Birchy Head, the Methodists at Silver Point
and many of the Salvation Army congregation were con:
verted to the Pentecostal faith in the 19405.

Shoal Brook, which was largely a Methoclist commu­
nity but also had Church of England, Roman Catholic
and Salvation Army residents, had a 1901 population of
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142 in 'rl families. Land owned by Samuel White was sold
to Evangeline Booth and a Salvation Army citadel was
built in 1897. A school and graveyard were added soon
~fterwards, and the school had one teacher and 50 pupils
In 1901. Cod and herring were the main fisheries, and
schooners went to the Labrador to fish.

Silver Point's 10 families were mainly Methoclist and
the 72 residents in 1901 were all listed as fisher:nen­
farmers. Fish landings brought $1,636, and the Labrador
fishery yielded 285 quintals of fish. There was also a lob­
ster factory, but it packed only 38 cases~

In 1901, Birchy Head had a population of 45 in eight
Church of England, Methodist and Salvation Army fa·
milies. Cod and herring were caught from smalJ boats
and five crewmen went to Ute Labrador. There was also
a lobster factory that packed 57 cases. Farming was car·
ned out on 65 acres of improved land. Silverton was a
small fishing community. In 1901, there were 38 residents
in six families, all but one Church of England.

The river flats known as The Bottom (or Bottom West
Arm) had three Church of England families who fished
mainly for herring. The IBresidents probably logged in
the winter months. Nearby Glenburnie had one
Methodist, one Presbyterian and three Church of En­
gland families in 1901. The 26 residents were involved
i~ fishing and farming. Herring were the main fish spe·
Cles landed, while dairy cattle yielded 370 Ibs. of butter.

The availability of arable land, especially in the Glen­
burnie area, and the growth of the logging industry en­
couraged more settlement along the South Arm in the
early 19005. The change in emphasis is shown by the
decline in activity in fishing communities and increased
population in other communities in the 1921 census.

Shoal Brook's population remained at 140 and there
was an increase in lwnbering and government services.
The local Methodist school had 29 pupils. 1\vo schooners
continu~ t~ fish the Labrador returning with 396 quin·
tals of flSh In 1920, and four lobster factories packed 53
cases of lobster.

Silver Point also grew slighUy with an increase in lwn­
bering and government services, with 85 residents in
1921. A36-ton schooner returned with 280 quintals of fish
from Labrador in 1920, but the three lobster factories
could muster only Zl cases.

Birchy Head had 74 residents in 1921, equally spread
among the Methodist Church, Church of England and
The Salvation Army. In 1911, the Reverend I. Parsons
undertook .the construction of a Church of England
church. This opened on Easter Sunday, April 12, 1914,
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as the Church of the Resurrection, consecrated by BiShop
Jones the next year. There was one merchant in the com­
munity, 12 fishermen-farmers, and four lobster facto­
ries which packed just 50 cases.

Silverton's population remained static at 39 mainly
Church of England residents who fished mainly for her­
ring. The two lobster factories packed 'n cases of lob­
ster. On the other hand, the population of Glenbumie rose
to 76 and there were almost as many children from this
and neighboring setUements in the local Church of En­
gland school. Forty-two residents were listed as fishing,
but there were only five boats listed for the community
and the local lobster factory packed just five cases of
lobster. .

By the 19305, Bowaters wood operations and seasonal
road construction offered employment, and Glenbumie's
population reached 102 by 1935. Many residents con­
tinued to maintain fishing premises from Shoal Brook
to Silverton and farmed in the Glenburnie area. In 1951,
Shoal Brook had 147 residents, Silver Point 78, Birchy
Head 51, Silverton 22, and Glenburnie 115, but it became
increasingly difficult to define community boundaries.
By 1966, Shoal Brook with 199 residents, Birchy Head
with 127, and Glenburnie with 192, were the only com­
munities listed, although Silverton was listed with 23 pe0­
ple in 1971. In the 19508, many residents worked at the
U.S. Harmon Air Force base at Stephenville, so popula­
tion figures may be misleading.

The Bonne Bay road joining Woody Point to Deer Lake
provided a hilly link with the rest of the west coast. The
hills were steep enough in some places for the road to
be referred to locally as "The Struggle". The section
from Wiltondale to Glenburnie was rebuilt by the nation­
al park in 1983 and is now paved.

All communities became incorporated as Glenburnie­
Birchy Head-5hoal Brook in 1978. The population was 422
in 1981, with the construction industry the lar~est em- .
ployer for men and the service sector the main employer
of women. Salmon and lobster continue to be caught
from Birchy ljead to Shoal Brook, but the long decline
in the fishery has created an unemployment problem.
The 1986 population of 368 indicates many younger fa­
milies left the area to find work, but the fishplant at Win­
ter House Brook may enable some former residents to
return.

Lomond
Lomond, located at the head of East Arm, came into

being not because of the fishery but because of the log­
ging industry. Originally named Murphy's Cove for one
of the earliest settlers, Lomond was not settled WltH the
early 1900&. A nearby community known as Stanleyville
was the site of the first sawmill and is listed in 1901-1921.

Stanleyville, a smalllogging.and farming communi­
ty, had 48 residents in 1901. None of the 21 children was
in school, and all the families were occupied in lumber­
ing. Over half of the community's 164 acres were in the
form of improved land. By 1921, the nwnber of residents
had dropped to 45 in seven families. The transient na­
ture of the community is indicated by the fact that no
Salvation Army or Presbyterian residents were listed
in the 1921 census, but there were now eight Roman
Catholics and a Methodist church. Today, a trail leads
from the Lomond campsites over a hill to the site of the
old setUement.

A]tnough there had been no actual settlement in L0­
mond itself, Nova Scotian firms cut "ton timber" as

spars for sailing ships in the late 18005. The first homes
were built in 1916, when an English firm, the St.
Lawrence Timber, Pulp and Shipping Company, moved
from Stanleyville and in 1918 built a large,steam mill,
wharves, buildings, houses and a school to encourage
settlement. L>mond was connected to other Bonne Bay
communities by ferry services and to Deer Lake by a
well-travelled woods road which \\IS the only way to reach
the railway.

The mill attracted workers and by 1921, there were
88 residents in 15 mainly Church of England families and
21 children in school. The community also had a doctor,
two government officials, one mechanic, two fishermen­
farmers and 11 families involved in lumbering. Another
community just west of Lomond, Mill Cove, had a popu­
lation of 25 in five Church of England families equally
involved in fishing and lumbering. There were two lob­
ster factories which packed 34 cases of lobster in 1921.

The firm's Scottish woods manager changed the name
from Murphy's Cove to Lomond after Loch Lomond in
ScoUand, and later his residence became a lodge for
salmon anglers and tourists. The meadows around L0­
mond were a popular place for fattening up horses over
the summer. As Pat McLeod mentions in her book on
Gros Morne, there were so many that one cabin owner
told her, "Maid, dere's t'ousands of 'em. The horiginal
'arse was borned 'ere!" The national park moved all the
cabins, but stray horses still wander miles to reach their
favorite pastures. The lodge was later purchased by the
Anglican Church and converted to a youth camp now
known as Killdevil Lodge.

Killdevil is the mountain overlooking the setUement,
and it played a role in the lives of early settlers and
groups staying at the camp. The 2,I00-ft. mountain was

Children'. playground, Lomond.



Killdevil Lodge,

a chaUenge for adventurous youngsters and a destina­
tion for berrypickers. People from many Bonne Bay
communities would load tents and provisions into their
boats and head for Barachois Brook at the foot of the
mountain with as many as 20 families on the mountain
at the same time. The mountain was nearly mined for
silica in the late 19605 when the phosphorus plant at Long
Harbour needed a supply. In fact, the first national park
proposals excluded this area and included a road through
the Long Range Mountains to bypass it. Fortunately, the
expense of such a road made mining impractical and
the East Arm of Bonne Bay was included in Gros Morne
National Park.

St. Lawrence Timber, Pulp and Shipping Company
operated until the late 1940s and was the largest such
operation in the province at the time. The cutting oper­
ations employed over 400 men. Its success attracted as
many as 145 people to Lomond by 1945, and the opera­
tions were continued by Bowater's Newfoundland Pulp
and Paper Mills Limited until the 19505. Lomond sup­
plied pulpwood to the Bowater's mill in Corner Brook
and to companies in Canada and France before the mill
was closed because of a diminished supply of pulpwood

The Lomond River was known for its Atlantic salmon
before the mill used it for driVing and storing logs for
loading onto ocean-going vessels on East Arm. After the
mill closed, a fishway costing $17,000 to construct was
built in 1960. The 221-ft. long fishway had a 26--ft. rise to
allow salmon passage around the 23-rt. high falls. The
community was rather isolated, however, and with the
closure of the mill many families moved to other com­
munities in the Bonne Bay area. By 1966, the population
had fallen to 65, and these 14 families were moved and
their houses taken down to make way for the national
park.

Lomond, which is accessible from the Wiltondale­
Glenburnie road, now serves as a park recreation area
with a campground being developed alongside the pic4

nic area. f1
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Wiltondale
This small community located on the Viking Trail at

the entrance to Gros Marne National Park came into be­
ing with the start of logging in the late 18005. The com·
munity of Wiltondale does not, however, appear in
censuses in the earJy 19005. It was named for Norman
Wilton, who moved with his family from Woody Point
in 1m. Their household was much used by travellers
as a place to rest aod enjoy a good meal before heading
out into the country.

There were, however, fishing settlements along the
northern shore of East Arm in the late 18005 and early
19005. Two such commWlilies were Seal Cove and Robin4

son's Cove. The Methodist community of Seal Cove in
1901 had 19 people in six families who operated six
small boats and also set 40 lobster traps, packing just
five cases of lobster. Nearby Robinson's Cove with a R0­
man Catholic family of eight and a Church of England
family of five was a lumbering community. Rocky Cove
was another community along the East Arm.

Wiltondale developed when the road was put through
from Deer Lake and connected several ponds that had
attracted cabin developments. The opening of Gr06
Morne National Park in 1m encouraged further expan­
sion of the community, and the paving of the highway
to Glenburnie in 1983 made Wiltondale more accessible
as a service area. The community continued as a log­
ging community.

Church services in Willondale were held in the local
school unW 1979 when an A-frame building was received
from the Gros Morne Provincial Authority. FJoated
across East Arm from Lomond to Rocky Barachois, then
put on a natbed trailer to be moved to the present site,
it was then enlarged and converted into a church. Some
furnishings and a bell were received from the Anglican
congregation at Bay d'Espoir and the decorative win­
dows came from the old Church of the Epiphany at Woo­
dy Point. On Whitsunday, June 3,1979, the church was
ofricially dedicated by Bishop Payne, accompanied by
the Reverend A. Brake. Bishop Payne returned on June
'1:1,1982, to consecrate the church as the Church of the
Ascension.

Wiltondale now serves as the headquarters for the
Bonne Bay Development Association who have offices
in the log building next to the museum. The Association
has developed the Willondale Pioneer Village adjacent
to the museum and also operates a gift shop and gener­
al store al the site. 1be village provides summer em·
ployment to students and staff from several Bonne Bay
communities.
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Store In Norris Point, first owned by Ptlddy Clilnes and later
operated by hi• .c>n, Maxi hu not opertlted a•••tore tor
• while.

Mr. Curling would charge 50 cents for wear and tear.
In the early years of settlement, there were three

separate communities. Gadd's Harbour was located on
the opposite shore of the narrows between South and
East Arms and had 55 residents in 10 families in 1884.
Over haH of the residents were Roman Catholics, and
they formed most of the Roman Catholic congregation
at Norris Point. Fishing was the mainstay, and the com­
munity sent a Z1-ton schooner with a crew of six to the
Labrador. The Church of England community of Wild
Cove had a population of 18 in three families in 1884, and
they concentrated mainly on the herring fishery.

Noms Point was the largest community of the three
with a population of 93 in 15 mainly Church of England
families. 'I'hirty-6e'JeD residents were listed who fIshed
for cod and herring, and the two barrels of caplin land­
ed in 1884 provide the only mention of this species for
the entire coast from Chimney Cove to Roc:ky Harbour.

In 1881, the Bonne Bay Mission was established with
its rectory at Woody Point. The Reverend Charles Wil·
liam Hollands was the first priest and he saw the first
Church of England church built in 1902. Mr. Squires was
the rust teacher at the Church of EngJand schoot in Nor­
ris Point, and a new school was built in 1910 on the site
of the present Anglican church. ?tir. Cook was the fIrst
teacher there.

By 1901, Neddles Harbour was listed in the census as
having a popuJationof71 in 13 mainly Church of England
families. An interesting connection to the area's early
history is that a Micmac is listed for the community.

bor. They decided they woUld supply the basic needs of
coal, beef and bread for the area. Coal and cattle were
imported, and bakeries wete established along the coast.
Their business supplied some of the better-known Roy­
al Navy vessels poliCing f1Ie area, including the H.M.S.
Canada, Albert, Buzzard, Phantom, Rambler and
Calypso.

The first missionary waS the Reverend Mr. Foster in
the 1860s. He was foUowed by the Reverends U.Z. Rule
and J.J. Curling who adJninistered the Bay of Islands
Mission. Mr. Curling devoled much of his time to build­
ing schools and chapels, including the first on the north­
side of Bonne Bay at Nortis Point in 1879. He also set
up a lending library the same year and offered his col­
lection of 300 books to the residents. The books travelled
up and down the coast on ubrador fIshing vessels. Men
would supply a box to keep the books safe and dry, and

Arrowheads and flints dug from the ground in Noms
Point show Indians lived in the area. Neddy Norris and
his wife arrived sometime before 1822, although they dis­
appeared soon after arriviJlg, as a result, early residents
claimed, of an Indian scalping. Both Neddy's Harbour
and Norris Point oWe their name to him.

The first permanent settlers were William Humber
and his wife Charlotte, whO arrived from Dorset in 1833.
They, and their son, James, born the next year, were
the only residents for the next two decades until Mat­
thew and Frances Smith, George and Susannah Hard­
ing, originally from Lancashire, and other members of
his family arrived from ROSe Blanche in the mid-l850s.
The Bugdens also arrived in the mid-l800s.

The Hardings immediately saw the potential of the
port which sheltered many schooners in its natural har-

Norris Point



Church of the Good Shepherd,

There was also a resident doctor. Although the commu­
nity boasted the largest amOWlt of cleared and improved
land in the area, 200 acres, rishing remained the main
activity. Seventy-one quintals of rish were landed from
Labrador, and 20 cases of lobster were packed. A men­
tion of 11 furs worth $100 is one of only two reports of
trapping in the early Bonne Bay census figures.

The population of Wild Cove increased to 29 in 1901;
however, all but four Gadd's Harbour families moved
to Norris Point, and the population dropped to just 19.
They were engaged mainly in the herring and lobster
fisheries. Norris Point grew to accommodate families
from other communities, and in 1901, the population
reached 244. The Church of England, Methodist and Ro­
man Catholic Churches all had growing congregations,
and just over haH of the community's 79 children were
in school. The presence of two merchants and a govern­
ment oCficial indicated the community's growing impor·
tance, and the landing of $6,311 worth of rish the role of
the fishery. Five local lobster factories packed 275 cases
of lobster, second only to Rocky Harbour, and 200 quin­
tals of Labrador fish were landed.

Although rishing dominated, trapping for fur provid­
ed an extra income for some settlers. During the First
World War a fox farm was set up to supply fur for trim­
ming pilots' flying suits.

A ferry link was provided in the early 19005 but medi­
cal services were almost non-existent and many people
relied on local remedies. A cottage hospital built in 1939
relieved many of the medical problems, residents be­
ing required to pay an annual fee of $10 for all their med­
ical needs.

In 1921, the population of Norris Point had risen to 372
and there were Church of England, Methodist and Ro­
man Catholic schools. Seven merchants, rive clerks, a
government official and a mechanic underlined the serv­
ice role played by Norris Point, and a total of three lum­
bering families indicated a growing interest in logging.
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However, the rishery continued to be most important
with cod, salmon and herring worth $20,089 landed in
1920. This total and the 474 cases of lobster packed from
the 4,340 traps of the 18 lobster factories were the highest
in the Bonne Bay area.

The population 01 Noddy's Harbour tiad also increased
to 109 in 20 Church of England and Methodist families.
Most of the families continued to fish, catching $9,945
worth of fish, and 10 factories packed 132 cases of lob­
ster, but seven families were also involved in lumber­
ing. Wild Cove had also increased,its population to 43,
and its nine factories packed 112 cases of lobster. Only
six families lived in Gadd's Harbour and rished and
worked in lumbering.

The rirst Church of England clergyman to live in Nor­
ris Point was the Reverend HoUins who arrived in 1943.
He undertook the building of a new church, but a north­
eastern gale destroyed the unfinished building. A start
was made on another building, and the present Church
of the Good Shepherd opened in 1954. The Roman Cathol­
ic congregation remained small, but its small school
chapel provided the only place of worship on the north·
side. The small Methodist population maintained a
church, which is to be replaced by a new church later
this year. The new Anglican parish of Bonne Bay North
was established in January 1982, linking the two
churches in Norris Point ana Rock~ Harbour.

All children in Norris Point attend the Amalgamated

Holy Spirit Parish Roman catholic Church.

elementary and high schools. The first all-grade four­
room Memorial school opened in 1947, and the Norris
Point Regional High School followed in 1963. The high
school was renamed C.W. Hollands Memorial High in
1968 in memory of the Reverend Charles William Hol­
lands who lived in the community from 1881 to his death
in 1904.

During the 19705, Norris Point grew with the arrival
of families from resettled communities displaced by the
development of Gras Marne National Park. In 1966, 885
people lived in the combined community of Norris Point­
Neddy's Harbour, but the number jumped to 1,065 by 1976
and has remained steady ever since. Employment is
very varied, but youth unemployment has remained
very high and many young people have left the area.

The loss of the ferry in 1985 has affected Norris Point
more than any other Bonne Bay community because it
was one end of a water link and is now isolated from the
southside. The provincial department of transportation
dropped subsidization of the ferry when the Wiltondale-­
Glenburnie road was upgraded. The greatest effect was
on older people without cars who needed medical treat­
ment at Bonne Bay hospital, but even car owners are
inconvenienced by having to drive around both arms of
Bonne Bay to reach a community that had been a short
boat ride away.
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Rocky Harbour
OriginaUy known as Little Harbour or Roche Harbour

when it was part of the French Shore, Rocky Harbour
was the fIrst harbor flShennen encountered on the north
shore of Bonne Bay. This proximity to o([shore fishing
and inshore lobster grounds likely would have attract­
ed English fishennen, but the exposed location would
have made any settlement vulnerable to French war·
ships patrolling the coast. For this reason, settlement
was delayed until the early 1800s.

1be first settlers included John Paine and his wife
Sarah Cross who arrived in 11109 from Jersey. They were
50-«1 people living in the area by the time Bishop Ed­
ward Feild, the Church of England Bishop 01 Newfound­
land and Bermuda, performed the first church service
in the Paine home on August 5, 1849-about half of them
attended the service. The following day, Bishop Feild
was intrigued to see John Paine reading from some
tracts he had lent to him-the first lay reader on the
coast. The Anglican cemetery in Rocky Harbour con­
tains the headstones of John and Sarah Paine.

Gord Shears recalls that there were six families in the

area before his grandfather arrived from Warwickshire:
two in Rocky Harbour Cove, two in Bear Cove, and two
in Lobster Cove. The Parsons and Shears families set­
tled around 1855 from Harbour Le Cou on the South
Coast. Meshach Parsons, whose parents were from
Guernsey, was bom in Rose Blanche in 1828 and was one
of the family members who moved to Rocky Harbour.
Several families included experienced boatbuilders who
designed a 15-ton, two-masted, three-sailed fIShing ves·

sel that became known as a Rocky Harbour skiff.
The outermost community of Lobster Cove was first

settled by the Deckers in 1856, but never had more than
a few families. A lighthouse was built at Lobster Cove
Head in 1897, its lower arriving from the south coast of
England where it had stood for many years. Captain
Louis was the first lighthouse keeper and remained un·
til 1904, when William Young, who had moved from Bir­
chy Head, took over. His son, George Young, succeeded
him in 1941 and was the keeper until 1970. The lighthouse
now houses a park exhibit.

The community of Rocky Harbour had its first cen·
sus in 1857, when there were 90 people in 12 families from
Lobster Cove to Salmon Point, now all part of the com­
munity of Rocky Harbour. The nwnber increased to 129
residents by 1871, 99 of them Church of England and the
remainder Roman Catholic. Schools were established by
both denominations, Messrs. Jordan and Dykes being
teachers in the late 18705 and early 1880s.

By 1901, there were 189 people living in Rocky Har·
bour and another 31 in adjoming Lobster Cove and I..ob-­
ster Cove Head. Most were Olurch of England, but there
was a growing Salvation Army population and a few
Methodists. Fisb totalling 58,396 were caught in Rocky
Harbour, and 10 factories packed 369 cases of lobster.

A Church 01 England church had been built in The Bot­
tom, two miles inland from Lobster Cove Head, but taken
down when the Reverend Isaac Parsons built a more
centrally-located church between 1909 and 1912. By 1921,
Rocky Harbour's population had grown to 357, and the
Church of England, Methodist Church and Salvation
Army all had churches in the community. Fifty-five stu·
dents attended the Church of England school and another
20 went to a new Salvation Army school. The neighbor-



View of Rocky Harbour form the Viking Trail.

ing communities were now part of Rocky Harbour,
which had three merchants. Fishermen landed $19,099
of fish, the second-highest total on the coast, and 160
cases of lobster were packed.

In the 19205, the harbor was always full of boats and
Rocky Harbor had taken over from Woody Point as the
busiest fishing community on the west coast. The situa­
tion quickly changed with tile growth of first Curling and
then Corner Brook, and fishermen left their boats for a
guaranteed wage of $1 a day at the pulp and paper mill.

Justice of the Peace James E. Shears owned the first
car in Rocky Harbour, but he had quite a time getting
it delivered. He had the 1926 Chrysler Tudor sedan sent
by the SS Caribou to Port aox Basques for the flatcar
journey to Deer Lake. Mr. Shears then supervised the
car's crossing of the Humber River on a log raft and
drove his new car to Lomond, where it was taken astride
two motorboats to Norris Point for the final six-mile leg
over a muddy trail to Rocky Harbour.

Salvation Army Citadel.

The people of Rocky Harbour weathered the Depres­
sion because they had plenty of food in the form of fish,
locally-grown vegetables and livestock, and enough lo­
cal timber to build homes, fishing sheds and boats. The
decline in the herring fishery in the 19305 did not overly
concern local fishermen, but a drop in the cod fishery
in the 1950s was more serious. Meanwhile, the lobster
fishery continued with the setting up of the Rocky Har­
bour Co-operative in 1948. Salmon and halibut catches
were also reported.

In 1968, the population of Rocky Harbour had risen to
961, but the greatest population growth came in the next
decade with the completion of the road to Deer Lake and
the opening of the national park. Residents no longer had
to rely on the coastal boat for supplies, and Rocky Har­
bour became the main service and administration centre
for Bonne Bay.
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Rocky Harbour grew as visitors to the national park
grew, and the separated communities are now joined
from Lobster Cove to Salmon Point and up Pond Road
almost to the Norris Point boundary. Families from
resettled communities such as Berry Head, Baker's
BrOQk, and Green Point, and new arrivals from other
parts of Newfoundland swelled the population to 1,267
in 1976, a level remaining today.
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the area today

Trout River

Low prices and seals take a bite out of earnings
Almost every ramily in Trout

River is affected by the fishery in
one way or another, and in mid­
morning during the fishing sea­
son the barbor is usually bustling
with boats both large and small.
The early summer of 1988,
however, has not been a good one
for local fIshermen. For once. ice
was nol a problem, but a surfeit
of harp seals early in the season,
and low prices (or fish later on
have laken a bile out of fisher­
men's earnings.

Darryl Brake, 25, and George
Parsons, '¥l, are two fishermen in
Trout River who have had to en­
dure what, so far, looks like a
below-average season. We find
them by some trays filled with
caplin caught the previous day.

"The weather's been bad so (ar
this summer and too cool for
caplin," George complains.
"Yesterday was the first day out
for several days. We've had two

George Pal"SON (I) and Darryl Brake.

days of caplin but only 11 per cent
female and that's not enough for
the plants to buy."

The Trout River plant, which is
managed by Franklyn Crocker,
deals mainly in salUish, although
there had been a plan to process
fresh fillets. This plan felllhrough
when the trap fishery bad too few
fish. This was bad news for local
fishermen who rely on cod early
in the season. The gill*nel fishery
was somewhat better. but a new
probJem surfaced last year.

"We've bad barp seals the last
two years, and that's something
the oldtimers bad never heard tell
of," Darryl tells us. "They get
caught in the nets and destroy
both the nets and the cod in them.
We were getting a boatload of
130-140 seals a day. We couldn't
sell the seals to anyone locally.
and had to throw away nearly 300
seals before the plants at Dildo
and Fleur-de-Lys bought any."

Another problem is that the in·
shore fishery has not been good,
which makes it hard for fisher·
men with smaller boats and limit·
ed licences.

"I've been fishing 20 years and
there's no problem getting crews,
but not so easy to get licences,"
George says. "Ifyou don't have a
big boat you baven't got a chance.
I have a 37-foot boat and fish for
lobster, groundfish and salmon,
but the fishing'S been bad the last
few years. I tell my crew it's long
hoors, low pay and bard work but
they're still with me."

"You need aU the licences you
can get," Darryl adds. "A few of
the bigger boats slay out for the
winter fishery, but most people
have smaller open boats and Ion·
gliners, and fish (rom the start of
the lobster season in late April.
Cod, salmnn. caplin, herring and
Mackerel are then fished to
November. My boat is under 25



MR. HOME OWNER
Planning to build or renovate this year?

Phone or drop in and talk to the
DOOR MAN

213 NEW GOWER ST.
PHONE: 753-9295

The Door Man will offer you low
prices on Ih::\
Energy Saving SUPEtt7SION
Doors and Windows \!!:::::/ .
Convenient CALL
Lay-A-Way 753 9295 We
Available • Install

~r-~r THE DOOR MAN
'. (ro'r. 213 NEW GOWER ST.• ..-e:-~ ST. JOHN'S

753-9295

Shannon Crocker.

feet and was an open boat until I
built her over. The largest boat
here is a 45-footer."

There are some who feel there
are too many cod traps in the
area, and others who blame the
draggers, but llIe fact is IlIat llIere
aren't enough fish for everybody.

"The caplin were a month late
coming in so there were DO fish
and llIe traps were catching only
»40 Ibs. of fish," Darryl con­
firms. "Added to llIat, llIere's no
amount of lobsters, and llIe lower
price of bollI lobsters and fish is
hurting us. We're only getting 'rI
cents a lb. for fish, lobsters went
down $1 a lb. and rope went up $1
a lb."

The recent union vote didn't
cause much of a stir in Trout
River where fishermen aren't un­
ionized, but bollI Darryl and Ge­
orge are waiting to see what
happens with negotiations on fish
prices.

..Inshore fishermen here look Shannon Crocker, 13, is the
after themselves, but a better youngest son of Ben Crocker who
price for caplin might help/' Dar- works in the Trout River fish
ryl concludes as a rainshower store. There's quite a pile of cod
sends us scurrying off. heads around Shannon as we take
1_~ I1., his picture by llIe fishplant, but
II he's working his way through
~ them cutting out the tongues for

v' Sales
v' Service
v' Installation

CALL
PARDY'S TIRE &
INDUSTRIAL LTD.

722-6644
AREAS OUTSIDE OF

• ST. JOHN'S
NO CHARGE

DIAL 1-800-563-7676

FIRESTONE STORE
77 KENMOUNT RD.
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his fallIer. He thinks he might like
to be a fisherman when he finish·
es schoo) and he's practising his
technique on fish caught in gill
nets. It's the last day of school for
the year and Shannon doesn't
have to collect his report card un­
til later in the afternoon.
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A crowded staff room at Jakeman Central High-Terry Ryan Is fourth from the
left.

(709) 753-7132

overnight train to Leningrad
where we saw the Czar's Winter
Palace. The big event in Moscow
at the time of our visit was the ar­
rival of Pepsi-Cola. A number of
studenls would like to go back at
a time of year when the weather
is better, and I'd love to return
there myself."

While talking to the teachers
it's apparent that the sense of
closeness obvious in the small
staffroom is more than some­
thing that has arisen just because
of the cramped space and small
numbers of students in the school.

Some of the teachers in the
elementary school have been
there 10-12 years; Terry has been
teaching in the high school for
seven years, the last two as prin­
cipal; vice-principal Beth Par­
sons is in her sixth year; and
Keith and Wayne are in their fifth
years at the school. Among the
newer teachers., Norman Parsons
has been teaching maths four

P.O. Box 6023
325 Duckworth St.
St. John's, Newfoundland
Canada A1C 5X8

Perhaps it's the enthusiasm Qf
youth-their average age is
around 28-or maybe it's because
Trout River is situated at the end
of a road through some of the
most interesting scenery found
anywhere in the world, but the
fact is that the teachers at Jake·
man Central High have done
more travelling in the last few
years than many Newfoundland­
ers do in a lifetime. The school's
name was bestoyed as a tribute to
nurse Audrey Jakeman who spent
many busy years on the west
coast in the late 19505 and early
19605 before returning home to
England.

Typical of the high school's
teachers is Keith Pevie who ar­
rived in Trout River in the fall of
1983 as the physical education and biggest trip yet was a two-week
French teacher. Keith was born in visit to Europe and Russia at the
Cartwright, Labrador, where his end of April."
father was an Anglican priest, but Terry Ryan, Jakeman's prin­
his surname reflects the family's cipal, was the main organizer of
roots in St. Joseph's. Placentia the trip run by New World Edu­
Bay. Getting his first teaching job cation Cruises, Inc. of Vancouver,
at Trout River was a lucky break and he takes up the story.
he says. "We took 30 studenls from as

"I'm very happy teaching. I far away as Daniel's Harbour and
don't think I could find a better Cow Head, along with 11 from the
place to work in terms of staff and high school in Norris Point, four
students," Keith assures us. "Our from here and two from Woody
PTA has done outstanding work Point," 'Jerry explains. "We spent
in raising money, not an easy four days in London, then took in
thing to do in a small communi- Amsterdam on the way to
ty. For a small school we go on a Mostow and Leningrad. The
lot of outings, and try to get to weather in London and Amster­
Corner Brook whenever we can." dam was gorgeous, it was messy

Getting to Corner Brook on a in Moscow and sunny but cool in
regular basis is one thing, but the Leningrad.
students and teachers at Jake- "As guests of the Russian
man Central High have travelled tourist agency, Intourist, we visit­
a lot farther afield than that in re- ed the Lenin Museum, Moscow
cent years. The school has always Circus, Kremlin, the Moscow
taken part in student travel, and Subway and Moscow State
the staff encourages students to University, and then travelled by

~~~:::~~~d~~~~~~f:i~: 1..---------------------,
Pierre last year, 35 students made
an exchange with students from
Rosetown, Saskatchewan, in the
heart of the wheat belt between
Saskatoon and Regina, and spe­
cial education teacher Wayne
Park has also organized visits to
Menihek High School in
labrador," Keith notes. "But the

Jakeman Central High meets the world



COST REDUCTIONS
FOR EMPLOYERS

Keith Pevle.

years, Kaye Prior is in her second
year of teaching English lan­
guage, and Chris Roberts is a
rookie. Four of the teachers came
to Jakeman for their first teach­
ing assignments and others had
had just one or two years else­
where. Perhaps this explains the
many activities going on in the
school.

"Teachers tend to know their
students well, and the greater in­
dividual attention we can give
may be one reason for the many
outstanding students we have
had. Tina Brake's award as New­
fOlUldland's Youth of the Year was
in a way a tribute to all our gradu­
ating students," Keith suggests.
<lWe can't offer the variety of
courses larger schools can, but
students seem to like the new
science and computer courses
and we'll have our first graduates
with French in two years."

The school has about 70 stu­
dents in Grades 8-12, and about
half of the graduates each year go
to Ontario to find work. Most of
those who stay go to Sir Wilfred
Grenfell College in Corner Brook,
but a few take their courses in St.
John's or attend other post-
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secondary institutions. Only one
graduate in recent years chose to
become a full-time fisherman.

Keith also gets the students in­
volved in just about every recrea­
tional activity he can, and the loss
of the gym last winter did not de­
ter him-he merely switched fo­
cus while the new gym was lUlder
construction.

"We have gymnastics, volley­
hall and haskethall. Soccer is also
very popular here, but not as
much as when the men compet­
ed in the Deer Lake league. The
school hosted the regional tourna­
ment the last five years but we
couldn't have indoor soccer this
year. We had to do a lot of cross­
country skiing from December to
April to compensate," Keith ad­
mits with a laugh.

"EVERYTHING
FOR

THE INSHORE
FISHERY"

We continue to import and
distribute the best "inshore"
fishing equipment from all
over the world.

BAY BULLS TRADING
CO, LTD.

51 Old Pennvwell Road
C..... (7lKI)S_or58(SI.-.'.j

17lKI1:J3ol.-2929 IS.... Sull!

Or_ONOI""""""''''W'lIulors
whlcn_ou<l,..""_....
ltvoug!lOut NFlO-lA8RADOA

w~~~:~~;~~:~:~~~:~e~~~~~~o~~~~C:i~~~~~
But, because many costs are increasing, it must be the
joint responsibility of employers and the Commission
to find out why they are going up.

As an employer, how can you influence decisions which
may affect your rates?

BY BECOMING INVOLVED, TAKE AN ACTIVE RDLE IN
THE COMPENSATION PROCESS. TOU CAN SAVE MONn.

o Are your safety standards satisfactory?
o Do you keep in touch with your injured worker, the

doctor and the wee?
o Does your staff know enough about the system?
o Does your company pursue doubtful claims cases?
o Are you doing your own injury claims investigations?
o Is it company policy to rehire injured workers?
o Are company injury reports being filed promptly?

Let's Work Toc.th.r to R.duc. Cosls!

~
Workers' Compensation
Commission
of Newfoundland and Labrador
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