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from the editor
Often, people as k us about the mechanics of put­

ting out Decks Awash. Such questions as, " HOW' do
you manag e to get the photos'?" or " How do you
put it together '?" or " Howdo you handle your sub­
scriptions '?" Right now, or as politicians might put
it " at this point in time", the answer to these ques­
tions is unequivocally, " Not without great
difficulty." We thought yoo might enjoy a brief and
somewhat hilarious description of life at Decks
Awash. This summer and fall it seems Murphy's
Law (whatever can go wrong will) is alive and
flourishing at Decks Awash. The first question­
how do we manage the photos'? Usually, we just
take them and University Photographic Services
processes them . The photos, this time, were not
easy to come by. Unbeknown to our luckless
reporter, his camera 's shutter broke, so we ended
up with rolls of unexposed film which entailed ac­
quiring a new camera and another trip to Ha ll's
Bay. While he managed to retake most photos,
some people were unavailable. The second
question-how do we put it together'? With the help
of our two reporters. First, this summer one
resigned, then her replacement had the misfortune
(or audacity, depending on your point of view) to
break her foot almost before she started work on
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the magazine. Roger Burrows, our senior report­
er, came to the fore to work like a Trojan to meet
deadlines which have a nasty habit of arriving no
matter what. As for subscriptions, our subscrip­
tion manager also resigned, so we've aU had our
hand in that process , too. For some reason , the
proverbial gremlins are out there. At least. there 's
never a dun moment. It 's all in a day's work, and
besides, as Noel Coward put it, "Work is more fun
than fun."

After that bit or levity, we remind you this is the
time when most of your subscriptions expire.
Please look at your address label on the outside
back cover of the magazine. If it says, EXPIRES
OCTOBER1988, this is your Jast issue in your cur ­
rent subscription. Please (ilJ out the subscription
card attached inside as soon as you can to avoid
missing a single issue. And think about sending
gift subscriptions to friends CorChristmas, at just
$10a year, or $18(or two years, it 's a real bargain
and lasts all year. And we send a gift card, too.

A parting shot-at least, (or a while, at the end
of OCtober, when double daylight savings time
ends, we will be ab le to have more sunlight at the
beginning of the day, instead of waking up to the
light oCthe silvery moon.
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special section

Hall's Bay



Harbour LIght Tabernac le, Brighton

By 1901,the population had increased to 91in 17fami­
lies, when the first 13Salvation Army residents appear
in the census, a long with single Church of England and
Roma n Cat holic families. A Methodist churc h was not
listed that year, but 24 of the 33 children attended the
Meth odis t school.

By 1921, the name Brighton first appeared with 151resi­
dents, 114 listed as Salvation Army . There was a
Meth odist chu rch and a Salvation Army citadel, a nd 31
of 45children attended school. One family worked at lum­
bering, a nd loca l fishermen landed cod a nd herr ing
worth $5,764.The four lobster factories pac ked 29cases
from 151traps. The community had 74wor king dogs, the
high est per capita total on the coast, which suggested
logging and lumbering were important winter activities
for fisherm en. By 1945, Brighton's populatio n had grown
to 195.

The community was not listed in the 1976census, but
as Subdivision 0 it had a popula tion of 273, which had
grown to328by 1986.The fishery a nd construction work
provide most employment. II

Sons Limited, the plant was financed partly by Depart­
ment of Regional Economic Expansion (DREE) fund ­
ing and cost $9million . Triton Seafoods Limited was the
area 's largest employer with up to 300people in 1981, and
now is owned by Fishery Products International (FP I).
The plant processes pelagic and groundfish , squid and
salmon, and other species as necessary. Dorman Roberts
died in 1988 after a long business career in the com­
munity.

The 1986population was 1,253, including one French­
speaking family among 310families. The town 's school,
Mount Tan E lementary, was destroyed by fire in Janu­
ary 1988, so elementary students are being taught in the
Salvation Army Youth Centre. The new school should be
ready some time in 1989. High school s tudents go to either
Dorset Collegiate between Triton and Pilley 's Island or
the Pentecostal Collegiate in Robert's Arm . 11
Brighton

Robert Fudge probably settled in the area in the 1840s.
He married Louise Simms of Pilley 's Island. Their son
George, born at Dark Tickle in 1853, married Mary Pur­
chase. Robert Fudge was granted Crown land in Decem­
ber 1878.

The first census mention of Brighton is as Dark Tick­
les in 1869.witha population of 25which by 1874had grown
to 55. Two thirds of the residents were Wesleyans , with
some Church of England and Roman Catholic families.
In 1884, a schooner from Dark Tickles ca ught 58 quin­
tals of cod off Labrador, and the shore fishery landed 250
quin ta ls of cod, 25 barrels of herring and 50 barrels of
ca plin.

View of Brigh ton

'Xl work ing dogs in the community, and 38gallons of cur­
rants and gooseberries were picked.

Nearby Head 's Harbour in 1921,had a population of
76, 10 of the 14 children were in the local one-room
Methodi st school , and the community had one teacher,
one mechanic, five lumbermen and two miners. One
schooner went to Labrador and caught 367 quintals of
cod, but only 100quintals of cod were landed inshore . The
sawmill cut 500logs , and there were 39 working dogs in
the community.

The first Pentecostal services were held in Triton in
1931, with Fred Burt the first pastor in 1932. By·I945, the
population had increased to 241, and the Pentecostal
Church had 41 members. In 1951, a three-room Pen ­
tecostal school was built . Two schooners, 40 dories and
two motorboats fished from the community for cod ,
salmon, herring and lobster. At the same time, Triton
East had 109Pentecostal and Salvation Army residents.
Inshore fishermen operated 15dories and 15motorboats,
catching cod, salmon, herring and lobster.

In 1955,Triton East and West joined to form a com ­
munity council in an effort to get better roads. The coun­
cil amalgamated with that of Jim's Cove and Card 's
Harbour to form the rural district council (RDC) of Tr i­
ton, Jim's Cove and Card's Har bour to get better elec­
tricity services later. A town hall was buill in 1974and
a fire hall in 1975. In 1980,the RDC became the 'Iown of
Triton and municipal taxes were levied for the first time.

A two-room Salvation Army school was built in 1951
at Card's Harbour. This burned down in the early 19705
and was replaced by Mount Tan Collegiate, which, in
turn, was replaced by Dorset Collegiate between Triton
and Pilley 's Island. Gower and Ha zel Fudge opened a
restaurant in 1970and expanded in 1980.

Triton Seafoods Limited opened on July 3, 1980.Joint­
ly owned by Dorman Roberts and H.B. Nickerson and
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Pilley's Island

Family tradition says that Richard Rideout (1840-19211)
carne to Newfoundland in 1870to become the first set­
tler at Pilley's Island . Frank Curti s towedhis house to
Pilley 's Island after the 1890fire destroyed his sawmill
in Springdale. The island is said to be named after a
miner named Pilley who arrived in 1750and discovered
the depos its . but no mining took place until 1889. when
the Pyrite Compa ny Limited of England opened the
mine. From 1891-1899. the com pany shipped 300,000tons
of ore to New York. The m ine closed for two years but
was re-opened by the locally-cered Pilley' s Island Pyrite
Company, and they shipped 225,000tons of ore until the
mine closed in 1908. A doctor was stati oned at I.bePilley's
Island mine soon a fter 1900.

'Ibe first MethOOistminis ter was listed as James Pin­
cock in 1875, and the first churc h was built in 1896, with
the first baby baptized in June 1897by the Reverend Mr.
R. Maddocks. The first sc hool was operated by the min ­
ing company with Gera ld Whelan as teacher . As many
as 120residents could read and write in 1891.This school
produced Newfoundland's first Rhodes scholar, a Mr.
Herbert, who graduated in 1904. A Methodist school was
built in 1897and replaced in 1!Xn. The flrst Roman Cathol­
ic school opened in 1898, with Alice Butler as teacher for
36 pupils. In 1900, only 19 enrolled a nd the difficulty of
finding tea chers was highlighted by the fact that a
tz-year-old. Winifred Miller, was teaching. In 1904, Susie
Delaney had 49pup ils, but the school closed in 1911 when
nearly half the population was Methodist and the
schoolteacher was Frank Moores .

By 1901, the population of Pilley's Island was 699, near­
ly half Methodists, a third Salvation Anny members, and
the remainder Roman Catholic and Church of England.
There were two clergymen, a teacher, six merchants,
three clerks, two government officials, four mechanics,
nine lumbermen and 80 miners. All denominations had
churches, and there was one school with 99 pupils,
although 168children were not in school. Three schooners
went to Labrador and caught 830quintals of cod. Inshore
fishermen landed 397 quintals of cod, 36 barrels of her­
ring, and produced 1,177gallons of cod oil . Farming on
146 acres produ ced 57 bushels of oats, there were 215
goats, and 114furs worth $370 were traded.

Pilley's Island had a Sa lva tion Arm y school by 1903
when Gilbert Janes had at least 54pupils . He transferred
to Greenspond a nd Dildo the next year, but succeedi ng
teachers had more than 60pupils in the following decade.
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Sa ra h Snowbridge taught at the school for three years
before moving to Bay Roberts in 1907. One of the first
Council of Higher Education (CHE) graduates in 1907
was from this sc hool.

George Warr of Twillingate moved to Pilley's Island
in 1909. He started a business with his wife May in 1918
before moving to Springdale the next year when his son
Harold took over the Pilley's Island business.

Severa l different communities were listed in 1921, when
the main community had 407mainly Methodist and Sal ­
vati on Anny residents, although there was a Presbyteri­
a n a nd a Congregationalist. The community a lso had a
courthouse and the sole doctor on the coa st.

Bum blebee Bight, said to be named because an an ear­
ly se ttler was stung by a bumblebee, had 64 res idents in
1921, equaJJy spread among the Salvation Army,
Methodis t a nd Roman Catholic Churches. There was one
farm er a nd nine fisherman-fanners, but the four boats
lis ted only landed 80 quintals of cod. The outlying com­
muni ty of Jones' Cove had 12residents in one Salvation
Ar my -fa m ily with three children in school.

Spencer's Dock, which providedaccess to long Island,
had 73 Salvation Army and Methodist residents, and 12
of the 14 children were in school. The community had
a clerk, two farmers and two mechanics, but fishing did
not appear to be a major activity. Little Harbour added
ano th er 24 residents in five mainly Methodist families.
Six res idents were in lum bering .

The Methodists operated thei r schoo l on Pill ey's Is­
land until 1927when it was destroyed by fire. Both the
Methodists and Salvation Army built one-room schools

LEDREW
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View ot Pilley's island

the next year. Florence Mills had 24 pupils in the
Methodist school, and Major Wheeler had 32 in the Sal ­
vation Army school. Both were two-room schools by t935
and remained so to 1960when they amalgamated. After
1967, only primary and elementary schools remained
when Grades HI went to Robert 's Arm Central High.

Francis Reginald Simms served as the postmaster for
over 30 years without missing a single day of work . He
grew up at Davidsville, Gander Bay, started his career
at Cla rke's Hea d and then served at several post offices
on the Northern Peninsula and at Musgrave Harbour un­
til 1951.The year he married, 1954, he got a new post
office. It served Port Anson, Miles Cove, Robert's Arm ,
Lushes Bight , Bea umont, Card's Har bour, Triton and
Brig hton. Coastal boats delivered th e mail until 1966.

The tota l population of Pilley's Is land was 405 by 1945
whe n a schooner, 30 motorboats, 10cod traps, 'n sa lmon
nets, 22 herring nels and 181lobs ter traps were listed .
Cyr il Poole's hum orous reco llect ions of Pi lley 's Island
give a good idea of what island life was like in the
mid -I900S. His chap te r on wording te legrams in Saints
and SleeveellS is a good example. Pa rt of it rea ds :

Sending a teleg ram was a m omentous occa­
sion. ~fter the decision to sen d one ca me the

Long Island

vexed problem of wordin g it. The se nse of oc­
casion dictated th at the la nguage be a p­
prop r ia te ; ev eryda y langua ge was
considered unac ceptable. But a worse
problem was that however complex the mes ­
sage it had to be redu ced to ten words , for a n
extra charge was made for each word over
ten...people would sim ply tell the wire less
operator what they wanted to say an d lea ve
it to him to word the telegram. On a March
afternoon I wa s in the post office se nding a
teleg ra m for Father, when Aunt J a ney came
in with a messa ge for her husband, who was
in an A.N.D. Co. woods cam p in MiUertoo'n
J unc tion. She gave the operator her scribble,
"You wired for your winter boots. Which
boots" Looked everywbere aod can't find any.
Advise. Runn ing short of firewood" Aunt
Janey had already put her thirty cents on the
counter.
It was the sa me Aunt Janey who one day
called me in to word a message to her hus­
band in a Badge r woods ca mp. "Please se nd
money right away. Credi t cut off at store. No
flour or anythin g in the house. Whe n will you
be horne ? " I ha d done well in preci s-writing,
but had troubl e tr ying to red uce her urgent
plea to ten words. What I actually sent was ,
SEND MONE Y. CREDIT GONE. LOVE,
JANEY. I didn 't see any point in Uncle Billy's
coming home .

Cyri l Poole 's father sold lobsters toT. and M. Winter
Ltd. in St. John's, and many men worked a t the A.N.D.
Compan y woods camps at Millertown Junction and
Badger.

The new United Church opened May 13. 1980.The 1981
Pilley 's Is land population was 539. and youth unemploy­
ment was high . Forestry, construction, transportation,
fishing a nd tra pping provided most income. The 1986
popula tion was 528. II

Org inally knownas Ward 's Ha rbour and settled in the
early 18005, Beaumont North was one of three commu­
nities on Long Is la nd . The community of Cutwill or Cut­
wellArm (Beaumont South ) rna)' have been named after
a British wa rship, It s till had its name on Armistice Day,
1918, but was renamed Beaumont soon afterwards for
Bea umont Hamel where so many Newfoundlanders lost
their lives in the First World War.

The first settler at Ward 's Harbour may have been
Abra ham Burton who was living in Ward 's Ha rbour in
1M2. Joseph RcMoseIl followed by 1844, and James
Croucher was also present at the time of the first cen­
sus in 1845, when Ward 's Harbour had a population of
63 in seven Church of England families. The families
operated six small boats and 14 seal nets, and their two
cultivated acres produced 103 barrels of potatoes. Cut­
well Arm 's population of 24 in four Church of England
families had just one boat and three seal nets.

George Mor(eJy arrived at Ward's Harbour the next
year, and both WiUiam Butt and 1bomas Rid{e )out were
resident at the time of the next census in 1857 when the

The Islsnd Jo iner : the terry link between Pilley ' s .nd

Long Islsnds.

population of Ward 's Harbour had increased sharply to
ISOin 22 Church of England families who had built a
church. The fishery was important enough to warrant
twoschooners, and local Iisbermen landed 1,920quintals
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Methodists now had a church. The two schools had 55of
the 106locaJchildren in attendance. Four schooners were
used in the shore fishery, and landings of 3,289quintals
of cod and 29barrels of herring worth $13.526were much
higher than in the previous two decades. '1\\'0 lobster fac­
tories packed 23 cases. All 129acres of available land
were cultivated. and 196shee p produced 484Ibs. of \1olOO1.

The 1921census showed that Ward 's Harbour, with a
population of 123, had declined relative to Beaumont.
which had 213residents. Most of the 36 Ward 's Harbour
children were in school, and Beaumont had both a
Methodist church, and a Methodist school with 40 pupils.
The community also had a post office and lighthouse.
Beaumont had a teacher, a merchant, and a Iarmer;
while Ward's Harbour had a merchant and a clerk . Seven
schooners, together with inshore nets, lines, and cod traps
were used to land 5,225quintals of cod worth over $50,000,
and the two communities ha d over 100working dogs and
five horses for working in the woods.

Thny Croucher of Beaumont reports that Skipper John
Wrighton built one schooner at Beaumont, moved to
Beaumont North to build another and then moved around
the point to build three more. Schooners continued to
leave for Labrador after the Second World War. The last
and biggest schooner built in Lushes Bight was Walter
Piercey's Eric Bartlett which weighed 95tons, but sever­
al were repaired there. George Nonnore of Robert 's Ann
was one of the early Iightkeepers at Southern Head ,
which had a 1921population of four in one Methodist fa­
mily that farmed, fished and tended the light. Neither
of the two children was in school.

A Salvation Army citadel was built in Lushes Bight ,
and there was a sawmill, which cut 500 logs and 10,000
feet of timber in 1920.Lushes Bight was stiU a thriving
community in 11»5, when it had an equal number of Sal­
vation Army and United Church members among its 228
residents. Fishermen operated two auxiliary schooners,
37 dories, 19 motorboats, II cod traps, 20 herring nets,
13herring sei nes, one ca plin seine and 50 lobster traps.

By 1945, Beaumont North's pop ulation had climbed
back up to 208,all but one of them United Church resi­
dents. The loca l fishe rmen operated 20 dories, nine
motorboats, six cod traps, seven salmon nets, and 11her­
ring nets. Beaumont South's population was somewhat

fOR IHfORM"'TIOtI, _

ST. JOHN'S
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f .. '·_122-222It
Salvation Army Citadel, Beaumont

View of Lushes Bight

of cod, on tierc es of salmon, 143barrels of herring, 1,685
ga llons of cod oil and 248 seals, among the highest to­
tals for the region.

As Bert Parsons recalls, Lushes Bight was named for
William Lush from Burlington, although he just fished
here in summer and cleared no land . Five schooners
were built in the late 18005right by Bert Parsons' house,
and you can still see the flat rock s they were launched
from by the dock . The community of Cutwell Arm had
grown somewhat in 1874, when it was combined with
Lushes Bight in the census which showed a total popu­
lation of 110.Ten years later. Lushes Bight's Wesleyan
population was 59,and there was a church. The Labrador
fishery accounted for 131quintals of cod. and the nets
and seines used by local fishermen caught 242quintals
of cod. 18 barrels of herring and 85 barrels of caplin.

Cutwell Arm had a population of 128in ISM,and 12fa­
milies were in lumbering. Three schooners brought back
259 quintals of cod from Labrador, but the inshore fish­
ery produced only 414quintals of cod, plus some herring
and ca plin.

By 1874,Wa rd 's Ha rbo ur had 128residents, an d most
were Wesleya n. A furt her dro p to 116 in 1884,with only
one child in school and still no Wesleyan church, suggests
ma ny residents had moved to work at the various Hall's
Bay mines. The community had one mechanic lis ted in
the census, and two residents were in lumbering. One
schooner brought back225quintals of cod from Labrador,
and a 35-ton schooner was built in the community. The
inshore fishery was of very limited importance, but 63
acres of farmland supported 59 cattle and 46 sheep.

Ward 's Harbour was included with Cutwell Arm in
1901, when there were 313 residents. Two teachers and
a merchant lived in the community, where the
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lower at 172mainly United Church residents. There were,
however, more fishermen, as the census totals of 44
dories, 23motorboats, nine cod traps, 'Zlsalmon nets, and
34 herring nets show. Both communities lost many fa­
milies during the government resettlement program of
the 19505, Beaumont North having just 100 residents in
1976,while Beaumont was included with Lushes Bight.

After government resettlement programs in the 195Os,
most of Long Island 's residents lived in Lushes Bight.
The threecommunities of Lushes Bight, Beawnont South
and Beaumont North formed a joint community coun­
cil in the 19705. The population was 470in 1976and in­
creased to 491in 1981,but declined slightly to 465in 1986.
Employment is mainly in the primary secto r, but there
are some jobs in transportation, particularly the ferry
service which connects Long Island to Pi lley's Island.
Wellover half of the residents attend services at the Unit­
ed Church in Beaumont North, but there are a lso many
Pentecostal Churc h and Salvation Army and a small

Robert's Arm
Robert's Arm was first called Rabbit's Arm, indicat­

ing a large population of snowshoe hares. The name was
retained into the 1900sand many res idents took advan­
tage of the supply to bottle rabbits at a factory in South
Brook. The early settlers at nearby Boot Har bour includ­
ed the Barnes, Locke, Morey, Taylor, Thistle a nd Wise­
man families, and the first marriage ceremony between
Jesse Locke of Little Bay Islands and Louisa Barnes of
Boot Harbour was performed on December 21, 1881,by
the Reverend Mr. J. Lester. The school served as the
church until it was destroyed by fire in the early 1900s.

In 1884,Rabbit's Arm had a population of 121-most
were Wesleyans, but there were a fewChurch of England
and Roman Catholic residents. Twelve fam ilies were in
lwnbering and four were mining as well as fishing. Three
schooners with 22aboard went to Labrador and caught
140quintals of cod. The inshore fishery ca ught 333quin­
tals of cod, 2Q barrels of herring and 59barrels of caplin,
and 35 acres of land were farmed.

A mine owned by Captain Cleary of S1. Joh n's was
operated on lease by a Mr. Ellershausen from 1880-82
when 1,260tons of copper ore were shi pped. The This ­
tles had a sawmill at Boot Harbour in the 18905.

Many families left in the next two decades, and by 1921,
there were just 61 residents in 12 families at Robert's
Arm. The Methodist school had 33 pupils, and the com-

View of Beaumont

number of Roman Catholic residents. There is an all­
grade school, Long Island Academy, in Beawnont South.

l'lI

Salva tion Army Citad el, Robert '. Arm

muni ty had a teacher, a government official, two
mechanics and a miner. One schooner and a small num­
ber of boats brought in just 300quintals of cod worth
$2,400. The presence of 16dogs and five horses indicates
ma ny residents worked in the woods in winter.

Boot Harbour's 1921 population was 66Methodists, with
two far mers and five mechanics listed for Ute commu­
nity. Goodquantities of salmon were caught, and Utecen­
sus listed 120lbs. of smoked salmon and 840lbs. of canned
salm on packed in Boot Harbour. Two lobster factories
packed just 18cases. There were 22dogs and five horses
working in the woods in winter, but only 700 logs were
cut. The school which had continued to serve as a church
was reb uilt after a 1922fire. Only three or four families
remained in 1927,and the last to leave was William John
Taylor in 1939.

Bowaters leased land around Robert's Arm in 1942and
took on many of the loggers who had worked for Clarke
Brothers in Springdale. This encou raged many new fa­
milies to settle in the community, and by 1945,the popu­
lation rose to 341.Local fishermen operated one schooner,
16 motor boats, three cod traps, nine salmon nets, and 11
herring nets.

Rober t 's Arm became a popular sports fishing loca­
tion in the 19605. In 1967,Haro ld Parsons' Peggy Joan
made several successful tuna fishing trips-the largest
tuna landed weighed 750pounds. The Amalgamated Cen-
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lral High School opened as Crescent Collegiate in Febru­
ary 1968.The school had 114Grades 7-11students and Eli
Harris was principal. A town office opened in October
1968 with Joe Anthony as mayor.

By 1981,the population of Robert's Ann had increased
dramatically to 1.005 mostly Pentecostal and Salvation
Army residents, and several families had emigrated
from the U,K. The rapid increase in the population can
be gauged by the fact that of 250 houses. 90 built were
built between 1946 and 1960, 65 in the next decade, and
80 in the 19'105. Many young residents left the communi­
ty because youth unemployment was high. 66,7 per cent
for young men and 100per cent for young women in the
19'105, Manufacturing, construction. education and min-

ing provided local employment for older residents, The
town had a doctor, a high school and an elementary
school.

TIle 1986 population of 1.111 included one German­
speaking family, The Crescent Lake municipal park is
being upgraded to provincial standards with a $3O,{MX)
provincial grant. and there is some hope it may eventu­
ally become a provincial park. A possible attraction is
the insistence there is a monster in the lake reported to
have been seen by many local residents, One possible ex­
planation has been offered by loggers who say that bark
cut off logs in rinds occasionally comes to the surface
in long strips. Air pockets cause these strips to burst
above the water in snaking loops. "

Sunday. Cove Island

Sunday Cove Island was settled in the mid-I800s, a nd
early census reports included all residents in totals for
the island as a whole. This makes it impossible to judge
which communities were settled first, but Seary does list
John WiH1)man who may have moved to Sunday Cove
Island from Lillie Bay Islands in 1859.The family likely
settled in Wellman's Cove. The first mention is in 1869
when there were 40wesleyans and 23Church oCEngland
residents,

Harvey Rice reports that Archibald Martin and Joseph
Goudie arrived from La Scie in uno-they came mainly
to farm and for lumber, but also trapped. Qther early set­
tiers were Henry and Joseph Hewlett. and Abra m
RowseIJ in 187l-they probably lived in Port Anson. Lush

Huskins arrived from Twillingate in 1873and settled at
Lobster Harbour - Lushes Bight was likely named after
him. 1be original name of the community was NN1cMtn,
but does not appear in any census documents.

By 1874, there were 95 in 16 families on Sunday Cove
Island. all but five of them wesleyans. Sunday Cove Is­
land was a source of timber for Pilley's Islanders who
setued at Port Anson in the late 18705.Oneschooner went
to Labrador and caught 124 quintals of cod. Two
schooners, 80 nets and seines and two traps were used
by local fishermen to land 221quintals of cod. 52barrels
of herring. and 59 barrels of capltn, and 39 acres were
farmed.

Timothy Hewlett. who was born at Ward's Harbour in
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1880,moved lo Port Anson in the la te 1890sand married
Matilda Janes, the schoolteacher. They started a gener­
al store in Port Anson in 1920,and also sent a schooner
to Labrador. The Hewletts also did a fair amount of
coastal trading to St. John's after the Labrador summer
fishery, carrying mostly fish and lumber.

More families arrived by 1901, when the population
rose lo 204 in 25 families . Two men were miners, and 20
of the 73children were in the local Methodist school. Two
schooners, nets , seines. and cod traps were used by lo­
cal fishermen. but just 483quintals of cod worth $1.992
were landed. 110 acres were farmed. and 199 sheep
produced 457 Ibs. of wool.

In 1904, Harry Hamilton bought a small schooner
which went to the Grey Islands, where several families
spent their summers. The same year, a forest fire des­
troyed 10 of the IS houses in Port Anson, and families
were evacuated to Pilley 's Island. J.R. Burton and Sons
bought a Labrador schooner in 1905.and Hewletts ad­
ded two more. In 1911, a herring factory was established
and sold its herring toan American vessel. but the mar­
ket collapsed an d the factory was closed the next year.

Several residents were employe d in winter by George
Warr and Sons of Springdale who were cutting pitp rops
and pulpwood at Woodford's Arm. Families lived there
in winter while others moved to Boot Harbour for the rab­
bit season. The first school was built by the Methodists
in 1906-Margaret Butt from Ward's Harbour was the
teacher. Methodist ministers, Mr. French, then Mr. Hollen
would visit every month. The one-room school was reno­
vated in 1914and another room was added. A newchurch
was built in the town centre in 1914. The Salvation Army
buill a citadel in the west end before 1924,and Miss Modd
Day taught in the school.

View 01 Port Anso n

The first post office was opened in Port Anson in 1912
a nd also served Miles Cove and Wellman 's Cove. Before
that the mail carne from Robert's Ann . A newpost office
was built in 1935.Good fisheries brought new families
betwee n 1911 and 1921,and Port Anson became an im­
porta nt centre.

The distribution of the population among the various
communities can be studied in the 192Jcensus. Port An­
son was the main community with 236 residents in 44
ma inly Methodist families . Both the Methodists and Sal­
vat ion Army had churches. and the Methodist school had
40pup ils. The cod catch was I,J59quintals, and residents
owned J50 dogs and nine horses and cut firewood.

Wellma n's Cove was the next largest community with
56 Met hodis ts, and the Methodist schoo l had 20 pupils.
The cod catch was 388 quintals. A total of 24 gallons of
curra nts and gooseberries were picked. and one fa rme r
was lis ted for the community. Pad dock's Bight had a
population of 38in five Methodist and one Sa lvation Army
famili es . Nine of the 12children were in sc hool. The lo­
cal lobs ter factory packed nine cases, and residents
owned 19dogs and landed $330 worth of cod.Jerry's Ha r­
bour had just three Methodist families-c-one family
fanned, the other two were fisherman-farmers, RawseU's
Cove was even smaller with just one Salvation Army fa­
mily of four who farmed. fished and mined.

Miles Cove was separate from the other communities.
In 1921, it had a population of 49 in eight Methodist fa­
milies. There was a Methodist church and 13 of the 17
children were in school. One schooner operated out of
the community which landed just 330 quintals of fish
'NOrth$2.675.The importance ollumbering can be gauged
by the fact that residents (Mined 30 dogs.

In the late 1930sand early 19405, sawmills were buil t
by J .R. Burton and Sons, T.J. Hewlett and Sons, the
Goudie brothers, George Wiseman and Louis Bawns. The
Burtons and Hewletts were merchants in fishing an d log­
ging, em ploying their fishing crews in the woods in win­
ter. In the late 1940s.mos t cutting was done by the A.N.D.
Company and Bowater Pu lp and Paper Compa ny oper­
atin g out of Badger. Mille rtown, Robert's Arm and Baie
Verte.

Another increase in population occurred between 1941
and 1951 because of lum bering . In 1945, Port Anson's
populat ion had risen to 319, with both Pentecostal a nd
United Churc hes well represented. The Pentecostal
Church ha d arrived in the 1930sand became as large as
the United Church. Wellman 's Covehad 90 residents, but
Pad dock 's Bight, RowseU's Cove and Jerry's Harbour
were no longer listed. Miles Cove had a 1945population
of 67-63 Pentecostal, 3 Salvation Army and one United.

Timothy and Ford Hewlett moved to Springdale in the
1950s, leaving the business to the only son remaining on
the is land, L.D. Hewlett. The lobster fishery improved
in the late 1950sand early 196Q5 with catches sold to Cecil
Willia ms who brought his schooner in every two weeks.
Othe r loca l fishermen sold to Bert Strong at Litt le Bay
Islan ds . Farming was mainly of a subs iste nce variety
with caplin, kelp and stable manure used as fert ilizer.
After 1951, many families moved to Robe rt's Arm or
Sprin gdal e. The first midwife was Tame r Mar tin , fcl­
lowed by Sierra Ja ne Goudie, Alice Hewlett and Blanche
Morey, who was the midw ife for 26 years and delivered
400babies. Anyone seriously ill usua lly went to the hospi­
tal a t Twillingate. The town counci l was formed in 1955.
The causeway built in the 19705brought the community
closer to Robert's Arm and only an hour's drive from
Springdale.



The Pentecostal a nd Methodist schools were combined
in 1947, an d 20 yea rs lat er the sc hools were taken over
by the Pentecostal Assem blies. A new United church was
built in 1957, a nd the old churc h became a Grades 3-7
school unt il it was aba ndoned in the 19605 when ma ny
resid ents left. It was difficult tofind qualified teachers­
theschool was sometimes without a teacher for months.
The school had Grades K-8 in the 1970s and older students
went to Robert 's Arm or Sprin gdal e.

As many families left for Rober t's Arm and Spri ng­
dale, Port Anson's popula tion dro pped to 137, but there
was a slight increase to 154 in 1981. There were few loca l
jobs in the fishery , transportation and mining, and ma ny
younge r residents left to find jobs. Some Iamdies
returned in the next five years a nd built homes on the
hiDon the southside of the community. In 1986, there were
183residents. Many a re re tired , while others are fishe r­
men and lumbermen. Miles Cove's population increased
to 168 in 1976. and to Z37 by 1986. The fishery provides

South Brook

South Brook was not listed as a comm unity until the
190105, alt hough it may have been in existence as a win­
ter community some 70 yea rs earlier because Frank
Boyles in a local histor y reports South Brook was firs t
settled around 1870by a Rowsell family. Barnes, Bur ton,
Prior and Saunders families built "inter logging cab ins
in the 187ftsand 1880s. Wigwam Point was settled by Mic­
mac Chief Levi Joe in the 187fts. The first Method ist
minister to visit arrived in 1874when there were a few
Rowsellsand at least one Burton .

Early residents worked in the woods and others ca me
from neighboring communities for the same reason or
to catch rabbits. There was already a rabbit kitc hen in
South Brook in the 19205.Dulcie Burto n of Valley Vista
reca lls, "You got 25cents for a brace of rabbi ts a nd there
were plenty to catch."

At first there was no road and going to Gra nd Fa lls
entailed travelling a woods tra il through dense a lder
growth . The road between South Brook and Ba dger
opened in 1924, and after 19'Z7, was usedby George WaIT's
bus.Men worked in thewoods camps staying two or three
months at a tim e in the winter months, as many as 60
or 70 in eac h ca m p. Dog teams provided transportation
and hors es provided the muscle to haul logs until snow-

Wood. CIImp In the eerty 1eoo.back row (k) Ned Brown,
Sam Dalley (cook), Doug tUmilton. fro nt (1-r)Sam Hurter,
Herb W...., Henry Clartce, JKk GtIInt, Frank Clarke , Steve
Jenkin• • Photo courte.y Gokta E. Burt on.
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Pentecostal Church, Mile s Cove

most employment, but the community no longer has an
elementa ry school. "

Uncle Ned , Georg e Brown , Jr., Nlc"oleaPeters, Ade Eerie
end Harry Earle . Photo courtesy Golda E. Burton.

mobiles took over both tasks. When theprice of fish nose­
dived in the 19305. more people turn~ to working in the
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woods and families moved from fishing communities to
be near work .

The first res idents held services in their hous es until
a wooden church was built and the United Churc h
min ist er cam e from Robert 's Arm or Pilley's Island for
services. The Salvation Arm y and Pentecostal Churc h
followed.. By 1945, 210 people lived in South Brook, 81....'ere
United, 73 Pen tecostal, 46Salvation Army and four R0­
man Catholic. Only two families fished for a living, and
the remainder worked in the 'NOOds for Springdale com­
panies and for gowaters.

The Whalesback copper mine was opened by Bri tish
Newfoundland Exploration Limited (BRINE X':> on OC­
tober 8, 1965. The OCtober 15, 1965, edition of the Spring­
dale News carried a story under the headline " Bear
celebrates Whalesback opening" :

Not a ll the feasting was done at the Whales­
back ope ning. A bear broke into the porch at
the back of the cookery , picked out a 150
powx1quarter of beef, knocked the screen out
of the door and dropped out his first course,
For dessert he took a box of grapes and a box
of apples.

The mine operated until urn, but the bear didn 't come
back for seconds.

The Gull Pond copper mine wasootoperateduntil 1964,
although ore was dlsccvered in the late 18005. The firs t
shipment of ore from the Gullbridge mine by Atlan tic
Coast Copper Corporation Umited was from the Little
Bay dock on February 23, 1967. A wharf was later buill
at Goodyears Cove, situatedclcser to the mine. 1'hemine
closed in 1985.

The 1976population was 828, but this fell to 786 in 1981.
Most residents weremembers of the Salvation Anny a nd
Pentecostal Church, although there weresmaller Roman
Catholic, United and Anglica n congregations. Forestry
and mining provided most em ployment, but there were
a lso jobs in cons truction, ma nufacturing and teaching.
Springdale was the service ce ntre for the community,
and there werefew businesses and stores in South Brook .
The building of the Trans-eanada Highway in 1965made
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the trip to Springdale a lot ea sier. The town was incor­
porated in 19tHafter some 16 years as part of the town
of Springdale. Today 780 residents live in South Brook
which has two elementary schools. High school students
attend Charisma and Grant Collegiates in Springdale.

I---- - - - - - --- ---------I!I

Springdale

According to the Rowsell family , one of three brothers
arrived from Poole or Bristol in the early 1700s and set­
tied at Notre Dame Bay, probably in Hall's Bay . The
name may have been of French origin (Rouse lleL Ge­
orge Rowsell, Sr., certainly operated a salmon fishe ry
at HaU's Bay in 1804.

Springdale started as Mill Island, Burnt Island and
Dock Point, although Micmacs werealready at Wigwam
Point , Dock Point and Beachy Cove. Although there was
no harbor at Springdale. the settlement was very
sheltered and the Indian, West and South Brooks were
important salmon rivers.

Ea rly censuses include aU settlements as Ha ll's Bay,
whic h, in 1845,had a population of 13 in one Church of
England fishi ng family, al though there may have been
other fa milies in the summer mon ths. There were al ­
ready two sawmills. Rowsel l and Knigh t were the first
to arrive as loggers in about 1850.The Springdale area
had good amounts of aspen, which was used for cheap
boxboard-5quires and Green of Harbour Grace cut
aspen at Indian River.1be first houseat Springdale was
the bunkhouse, which was known as Bachelors Hall .

TM old United Church IC~. Photo court ••y Goldll E,
Burt on.

By 1874, there were equal numbers of Wesleyan,
Churc h of England and Roman Catho lic residents, 73 in
a ll. Two mechanics, 10lum bermen and three fishermen
werelisted, and the community also listed 26 Micmac
India ns. The first Micmacs were the Joe and Bushy fa­
milies a t Beachy Cove. who settled in the early 188();.
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Vie. of Spri ngdale In 1979. Photo courtes y Golda E.
Burto n.

=-----I

George Clarke from Twillingate visited WolfCovewith
his stepbrother Edward Brown in 1879. He married
Rosanna Smith of 'Iwilllngate and moved to Wolf Cove
in 1882. He was the manager of the first general store.
The Clarkes started their mill at WolfCove in 1891, a year
af te r the mill on Mill Island burned down and led Frank
Curtis to float his houseto Pilley 's Island and not return.
They started a store and were the first merchants in
town. Inders Brothers, and Saunders and Strong built
smaller mills and started shipbuilding, and the Wells
brothers operated a waterpowered mill . James and Ed­
ward Inder purchased a mill in 1894,subsequently lost
in a fire but soon rebuilt.

The Reverend Mr. William Jennings visited Mill Island
and WolfCove in 1879when John and Susannah Nonnore,
a nd Nicholas and Mary Peters had children baptized;
in 1880, John and Sarah Curtis had a child baptized. The
Little Bay Islands charge was responsible for the area
until 1882and Parson Pye from Little Bay visited Spring­
dale once a month in the 18805and 1890s. Nicholas and
Mary Peters. Charles and Drisilla Newbury, and George
a nd Fanny Green lived at Mill Pond in 1883, and Adam
and ~iana Saunders were at Wolf Cove. The growth of
Hall 's Bay around what is now Springdale was very

Salvation Arm y Citadel and Pent acost al Church ,
Spri ngdale.

rapid. The 1884population of 202in 41families comprised
III Wesleyans, 53 Roman Catholics, :r1Church of England
members, and one Presbyterian, and :r1lndians were list­
ed. Five boats were built in the community, and 38quin­
ta ls of cod, four tierces of salmon, 162barrels of herring
a nd 19 barrels of caplin were landed.

Stephen Huxter arrived in 1885,and Nicholas Peters
built a general store in 1889. The Grant, Hamilton, Butt
and Williams families were living on the north side and
later moved to Wolf Cove. Everyone left after the 1890
ftre, but the next year WolfCovehad 243residents, mostly
from Twillingate. Henry Wells, Edward Brett and Hen­
ry Holmes all moved to Wolf Cove in the 1890s.

WolfCove was renamed Springdale in 1897. The town's
name comes from a number of springs in the valley, with
Joseph Black lercredited with finding the first spring in
1880. Millville had been suggested as a town name but
Springdale won out. The 1898MacAlpine Directory lists
several families, including Blackler, Butt , Clarke, Hux­
ter; Oxford and Wells.

George Clarke, the owner of the last steam-operated
sawmill in 1929, was a shipbuilder interested in pine for
ship 's masts and worked for twoyears in New York ship­
yards before returning to Springdale in 1910. In the seven
years, 1908to 1914,over two dozen 60- to l00-ton vessels
were built in the Clarke yard and many others were
repaired. He bui lt 16 schooners, the largest being the

The C1a'*e Brothers shipyard. Photo courtesy Golda E.
Burton.

Llewellyn (Uncle Lon ) Peters told a story of the legen-
dary Micmac, Levi Joe, who Vt'3S a speedster on skates :

One morning Levi got up, lit his fire and put
the kettle on ; he couldn 't find any tea in the
house, so he skated to Little Bay Island, got
his tea , skated back home just as the kettle
boiled, and had his breakfast, the round trip
being 20 to 25 miles,

Other older residents of communities around Hall's
Bay still attest to Levi's phenomenal skating prowess.
Uncle Bill Hayes of St. Patrick's remembers Levi Joe
as a mail carrier who used to carry the mail on his back
from Glenwood to Tilt Cove. He was quite a character,
a tall man living across Hall's Bay at Wigwam Point ,
and everyone knew him well. Bill can remember Levi
Joe skating to mass at Indian Bight Bill's wife Rita adds,
"If he was alive today, he 'd be in the Olympics for sure. "

Bert Parsons of Lushes Bight reports that Levi was
skating Grand Lake the day he died, detennined to prove
that he could skate it in an hour . He was close to the end
of the lake in 58 minutes when he slipped on a plug of
tobacco embedded in the ice. Levi unfortunately never
reco vered from the fall and died at the Corner Brook
hospital.

The increasing demand for lumber in the 18705led to
the building of a large sawmill on Mill Island in 1879. The
mill was constructed by Nicholas Peters for the Udells
from Harbour Grace. John and Francis Curtis bought
the mill and set it up for pine, with Nicholas Peters as
the timber surveyor and engineer, and Joseph B1ackJer
from Twillingate as a sawyer. He moved to WoUCove,
modern-day Springdale. Other mill employees were John
Nonnore, John Green, Jesse locke, John Snow and Adam
Saundeni.



370-ton Ruth Hickman launched in 1916. The Ruth Hick ­
man was en route to St. John's with a load of salt from
Cadiz when she was torpedoed and sunk by a German
submarine in the First World War.

The Springdale log dr ive was a major spring event
each year, and lumbe ring and logging were the main In­
dustries in Springdale in the 1900s. Frank Dove and Ge­
orge warr Ltd. started a pilprop and pulpwood industry.
Maxwell Goudie and the Hewletts were also involved, as
were Bow ring Brothers who cut pitprops for British
mines during the the First World War. Reginald and Eri c
Warr cut pulpwood and pitprops in the 19305and their
mill empl oyed 400 in the 19-Ws. Timothy Matthews had
a small mill which operated for 18years, and Bowaters
started cutting in 1942.

Springdale residents were also engaged in mining
which was not as important as logging and sawmilling.
The Hall's Bay copper mine produced 240 tons of ore
from 1880to 1882,and in 1890,Jo hn Peyton from Twtllin­
gate opened a small mine. A 1904 forest fire destroyed
most of the community but theClarke Brothers mill was
saved . The Strong mill closed in 1907, and those of Ge­
orge Clarke and Inder Brothers soon afterwards.

The Methodists started a larger church but it was des­
troyed by the 1904fire when half comp leted. The minister
ha d anticipated a bumper year for the community, as
he wrote in the Methodist Monthly Greetings:

The season opened very favorably and we an­
ticipated a very successful year. Judging
from the signs of the times, it promised to be
the best in the short history of our little town,
business rushing, three sawmills operating
daily and one night and day until Monday, Au­
gust 29. Wewere called to pass through a fiery
ordeal which completely changed the future.

The fire razed a large number of homes and business­
es, but the community was rebuilt. The first school oper ­
ated in 1890with Barbara Small as the teacher. Clarke
Brothers donated land for a new Methodist church and
Nicholas Peters land for a new school . The two-room
school was opened in 1905and the church was dedicated
on Christmas Day, 1906. The pulpit and pine pews were
built by the Horwood Lumber Company a nd a new Es­
tey organ ca rne from Ayre and Sons. The Springdale
charge under the Reverend Mr. H.M. Mosdell included
Springda le, Boot Harbour, Shoal Arm and Little Bay. A
new three -room sc hool was built in the next decade.

The Sa lvation Anny was established in Springdale in
1917"when Captain Forward held a meeting in Henry Ox­
ford s workshop. Their first building was a log cabin in
1917followed by a citadel started the next year, and they
also built a three-room school in the west end and a two­
room school in the east end. The Pen tecostal Assembly,

~hiCh may have arrived with the miners. first appeared
ID1926 with Pastors Gillett, Mitchell and Winsor. There
was a very strong movement in the Green Bay area by
1935,when there were 554 members. By 1945,the 1,238
members ranked second to Grand Fall s.

Jane Huxter operated themail service until 1900when
George Clarke built the first post office which operated
until the late 1930s.J ane 's daughter, Margaret Belle, was
the second postmistress. Kenneth Knight was appoint­
~ postma ster in 1914and retired in 1936when Ivy Cur­
lis, the daughter of one of Mill Island's firs t residents,
took ove r. She was in charge of the mail for even longer
than Mr. Knight. In winte r the mail came from Miller­
town Ju nction and la ter Badger. George Gillard, Henry
Gillard a nd Llewellyn Peters were the loca l mai l carri­
ers . Llewellyn (Uncle Lon) Peters , one of Nicholas an d
Mary Peters ' 14children, was born on Mill Island in 1883.
The famil y returned to Har bour Grace ea ch winter un­
~il Nicholas stayed to look a fter the store. Llewellyn was
10 cha rge of the mail run in Green and White Bays. Sever­
al dog tea ms ran the mail service until snowmob iles took
over.

A herrin g fishery started around 1913-steamers a r­
rived to take the processed herring. tn 1916, :m men were
enga ged in the fishery and eight factories were in ope r­
a tion to pack mainly herring. The main herring pack­
ers were the Wellmans , Bannikins from Harbour Grace
a nd the Gordon Pugh Company from Nova Scotia. Most
herring was salted round in barrels (scotch pack ) and
sold to the United States . Many fishermen sold fresh her­
ring to American schooners at a better price causing the
pack ing industry to fold. In 1919, after herring had been
bought from flShennen, no schooners came and all three
firm s went bankrupt.

W.G. Whitehorneopened a general store in theeas t end
in 1917a nd another in the centre in 1924.He also operat­
edth e local telephone system. Arc h Locke a nd Sons Ltd.
was first es ta blished at Woodford's Cove in 1915 and a r­
rived at Spri ngda le in 1931. His sons, Cyr il a nd Lester,
took over the business.

By 1921, Springdale's populati on had incre ased to 740
in 154 mainly Method ist and Salvation Army families.
The Meth odis t school, by far the la rgest in the area, had
three teachers with 155pupils from Springdale and other
Hall 's Bay comm uniti es . A schooner with eight a boa rd
caught 300quin ta ls of cod off Lab rador. The shore fish­
ery accounted for 178quintals of cOO. The herring fish ­
ery was more important, with 738 barrels of herring
land ed - 271 barrels sold as fresh herring and 467 bar­
rels cured.

Four sawmills employed as people and cut 85,658logs,
2,200,000 ft. of sp ruce, 40,060ft. of pine and railway ties .



United Chureh, Springdale

The residents owned 388 dogs and 71 horses, by far the
highest number in the region . TIley also sold 71 furs worth
$1,119. George Wan opened a general store which was
later taken over by his sons Reginald and Eric. In 1927,
George Warr Ltd. started the Badger Springdale Ra~id

Transit Company as a bus service to the railroad with
Bert Inder, Reginald and Eric Warr as owners.The buses
in summer and snowmobiles in winter actually left from
South Brook until buses could use the road from Spring­
dale. The first road ran between Springdale and Little
Bay, and in 1924,a road was started to South Br:ook.The
first car was bought by Edward Brown for his son. It
carne by rail to Badger, was driven to South Brook and
towed by barge down HaU's Bay to Spring<:ble. .

Mansfield's Cove and Dock Point were Micmac Indi­
an communities from the early 18806. In 1921,only two
Micmac families remained. There ....'35 a Roman Catholic
church at Dock Point and none of the three children was
in school. In 1920, 1.000 barrels of herring worth $1.200
were cured. The last settler. Steve Stephenson, moved
to Deer Lake in 1952. Steve, who was a trapper, was kIKPNIl
as a weatherman and very adapt at forecasting SIX70VfaUs
by the stars. . .

Beachy Cove was another Indian commwuty dating
from the 18805. In 1921, it had a population of 83. and all
but two of the residents were Roman Catholics. There
was a teacher in the community but no school. One fa­
mily was in lumbering and five were mining. a~ loca l
fishermen caught just 50 quintals of cod. Logging was
much more important. and the residents had 127dogs
and a horse and cut 1,300logs. They also sold five furs
for $450.By 1945. there w"ere just two Church of England
residents.
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In 1927,Mrs. Thomas Noble started Jonas Noble and
Sons to sell ice cream, although they later packed rab­
bit and raised mink. The Nobles built a general store in
1935and operated a sawmill in the lMOs,one of the first
mills to cut for Newfoundland Hardwoods Company. In
its best year. 1956, the Noble sawmill cut 500,000 ft . of

. hardwood and $3.000 of softwood and employed ':n.
Another business, Wheelers Wholesale, started in the
19305 selling juke boxes and soft ice cream and operat­
ing a restaurant.

Fox ranching was begun by the Gillards and Grants
in the 1920sand 19305with as many as 20 ranchers. 1bey
sold to the Hudson 's Bay Company and W.H. Ewing fur­
riers in St. John's. Many switched to mink ranching in
the lMOs and early 1950s. William Daley started mink
ra nching in 1942and had as many as 250 animals until
1955. He opened a grocery store in 1942 and a hardware
sto re in 1954.

In 1935, there were 824 residents. A regional library
committee was started by Reuben Sparkes and Bert In­
der. Hayward Clarke's old shopwas rented for the library
and Mrs. Gordon Smith became the first librarian in 1945.
George Clarke formed a local library board and the
library moved to another building, Frank Dove's old
s tore, in 1947,This building was used until 1963when the
library moved to the town hall. Mrs. Smith remained as
librarian until 1966.

George Warr had two sawmills in 1943employing 300
people . The Warrs built a hard.....are store in the 1950s.
followed by a supermarket and a drygoods store in 1965.
which became Dominion Hard wa re in 1979.

In 1945,Springdale joined with South Brook to reach
1000 residents and gain incorporation-it had its O'Nn
council in 1961. Harvey Grant was the first mayor. and
the other council members were deputy mayor RW
warr Stewart Whitehorne, Jonas Noble, Frank Huxter;
Fred' Jenkins. and Ernest Winsor.

Dr. Lidstone came from Little Bay Islands in 1930to
become the firs t resi dent doctor-he was doctor unti l
1942. Mrs. Rita Man uel was the firs t nurs e in 1944.
Regina ld wae r chaired the hospita l committee in 1946.
and a site was purchased from Mrs. Stewart Whitehorne
in 1948. Nurses Gosse and Kearley arrived in January
1952. Dr. A. Alexander from England was the first su­
perintendent with his sister Mary as a nurse for two years
and Dr. D. W.Ingram came from Northern Ireland when
the -n-bedSpringdale Cottage Hospital opened in 1952.

Harold England from Little Bay started the Spring­
dale Restaurant in 1948. A wholesale business was ad­
ded in 1954and the restaurant extension added a general
s tore in 1959. A branch store was opened in the east end
in 1963, followed by a wholesale business. Timothy and
Ford Hewlett moved to Springdale in 1955 and took over
the old barber shop. T.J. Hewlett and Sons began as a
dealership for power saws which became a hardware
store in 1956. Ford . who was born in 1923,was managing
director. while Timothy remained president. Hewletts
also undertook construction and pulpwood contracts for
the A.N.D. Company. TIle various businesses came un­
der the Hewlett Group Limited in 1973.Ford Hewlett was
a director. and later became one of four governors of the
Atlantic Provinces Economic Council. He died in 1982.

Pelley Enterprises Ud . was started in 1952by the Pel­
leys from Rattling Brook-construction and air services
were added later. TIle 82-ft. , J.2O.ton Sister Alex was
launched at PeUey Enterprises shipyard on March 4.
1969. with Uoyd Wiseman of LushesBight as captain.
It went to the seal front and brought back 1,250seals . The
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cis Hull until the paper was sold to Robinson-Blackmore
a nd became the nor'wester.

Tuna fishing was particularly successful in 1967when
several boats operated out of Springdale and other Hall's
Bay communities. The largest tuna was an 840-pounder
landed by Ford Tucker aboard the Brinex boat Elsie G.
on September 30. The community became well-known
a ll around Canada when five humpback whales and a
femal e narwhal were trapped in ice off Springdale in
March 1969. They even made the pages of Reader's
Digest. One humpback died but the others were named
Captain Hook, Greeny, Spotty, and The Fella , with the
earwha t named Springy. The ice was cleared by ~
ice breaker Labrador and the five whales escaped In

mid -Apri l.
The hospital was extended in 1969 to increase lab fa­

cilities, and add wards, offices and rooms. Hospital ad­
ministra tion was taken over by a local board in 1975when
thenum ber of bedswas reduced to25. Major surgery was
re-in trod uced in 1978, and the first homecare program
outs ide St. John's was started and extended to include
homema ker services for senior citizens in 1979. VaHey
Vista Senior Citizens Complex opened in 1977with 26 of
the76bedsfor infmnary (non-ambulatory) patients. The
board amalgamated with thai of Springdale Hospital in
1979under the chairmanship of Ed Smith.

The main employment in the 19705 was in services
(hospital, vocational school and school boards>, forestry,
trade a nd transportation, communications and utilities.
The local schools had 1,252 pupils and the vocational
school 209 in 1975. Only 15 households were involved in
the fishery. An airstrip was completed. in 1972, seven
miles to the west, and a heliport proposed in 1982.There
are three large-scale commercial farms and eight sma U­
scal e farms.

In 1986, the census listed Springdale as having 3,555
resid ents. Most men are employed in mining, trade, con­
struction, fores try a nd fishi ng, a nd manufacturing, or
in local business . Women work in clerical, service, hea lth,
sales and teachi ng occupations. More Uianhalf the town's
famili es a re em ployed in the service and trade sectors,
reflectin g Springda le's importance as a regional centre.
The town has two high schools and four elementary
school s, five doctors and two dentists.

Recent developments in the business sector have yet
to bear fruit. Corner Brook Pulp and Paper Ltd. planted.
400,000 jack pines in the Hall's Ray area in 1987.~ey
should prod uce three times the volume of spruce tim­
ber in the same time period. A site at the southern end
of Hall 's Ray has been identified as a possible offshore
concrete oil platform construction site because of the
high qualit y aggregate available. f!!



51. Patrick's
Although Springda le is the major community on the

northside of Hall 's Bay, there area number of other com­
munities, both existing and aba ndoned. that appeared
in early census reports. Most were settled when mining
started at Little Bay and other sites in Green Bay. Fluc­
tuations in population were the result of changes in min­
ing activity and relocation to Springdale or other
communities under the 1950S govern ment resettlement
program.

Family tradition says Michael Bouaane, the younger
son of landowners 30 miles nort h of Pari s, France, ra n
away to sea and settled in Western Bay around 1850.
Michael Boozan is listed as a fisherman at Western Bay
in 1871. In 1878, James, Thomas and Richard Bouzane
moved with their mother, Ellen, to St. Patrick 's and
worked in the Little Bay mine.

The community was settled largely by Roman Cathol­
ics working in the Little Bay mine, but population figures
didn 't appear in the 1800s-the community was pro ba­
bly included in Hall's Bay. William Joy and Richard Bou­
zane were the local mail carriers in the early 1900:5. which
suggests a settlement of more than 100residents. In 1911,
the population of 140included threeminers and two mer­
chants, and a large church had been built . Only one
miner remained by 1921 when the population had in­
creased to 160.

Willia m (Bill ) Hayes is a St. Patrick's resident who
prospected for Father Sheen 's gold. He relates how
Fa the r Sheen was travelling with a Mr. Maddis from
Bert's Cove to Tilt Cove and stayed overnight at a spot
where they made a fire . A rock was hurting Father
Sheen 's back so he shoved it in his pocket. In the morn­
ing they continued on to Tilt Cove,and Father Sheen for­
got about the rock . Years later, he was stationed at
Coac hma n's Cove and landed on Handy Harbour Island
where many Hall 's Bay residents had their summer
camps. When ta lk turned to mining Father Sheen took
the rock from his overcoat pocket and discovered it was
full of gold. So Bill went to lookfor gold on Dr.Snelgrove's
land but found onJy granite in the area.

The clos ure of mines and poor fisheries reduced the
population to 102in 1945. All but two were Roman Cathol­
ics. Fishing was virtually non-existent as St. Patrick's
listing of one motor boat a nd one her ring net indicates.
An improv ement in the fishe ry an d a reactivation of lo­
cal mines brought an influx of new and returning fami­
lies in the 19608. The 1976population was 197, but the
community has lost some families in the last decade.
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The adjo ining community of Coffee Cove was sett led
after St. Patrick's, probabl y in the earl y 1900s, by a Col­
bourne fa mily who named it Colbourne's Cove.The name
cha nge to Coffee Cove occurred when local residents
wanted a change-it was provided by a governme nt offi­
cial in St . John's. Three of the seven famili es were Col­
bournes from Twillingate, while the War ren a nd Baker
families arrived from the Grey Islands . At least two more
families moved into the community when the Little Bay
mine was operating.

Fishing and logging have always been important in
Coffee Cove,which lies at the end of a short road branch­
ing off the Shoal Arm road leading to the Little Bay Is­
lands fer ry terminal. In 1945,the popula tion was 33, of
whom 22 were Church of Engla nd, to Roman Catholic
and one Sa lvatio n Arm y. The nea res t churc h was at In­
dian Bigh t (Litt le Bay) a mile away. 11
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Shoal Arm

The first ment ion of the community was in 1878when
B.T. Bowles moved to Shoal Arm , but the community ap­
pears fITStin the 1921census. It may, however; have been
listed earlier as HaU's Bay Poin t. This settlement had
a n 1884population of 28 in six Wesleyan families. Three
schooners went to Labrador, and inshore flsbermen land­
ed 420quintals of codand 20barrels of caplin . The 11chil ­
dren were not in school.

Shoal Arm may also have been referred to as Littl e
Ward 's Harbour later. This community had a 1901popu­
lation of 173in 33mainly Methodist and Salvation Arm y
families. A third of their 65children attended two schools .
The Salvation Army school opened in 1910with Captain
Cooper in charge of 14pupils . Captain Day had 15pupils
in 1911 and 1912. Lieutenant Small had 20 pupils in 1913,
as did Lieutenant Porter in 1914.

William Simms was a mail carrier in the early 19005.
The community had two farmers and seven miners, but
few fishermen. A small lobster factory was operating,
and 221acres were fanned. The closure of the Little Bay
mine and associa ted construction and transportation
work led to the emigration of many families in the ear­
ly 19005.

In 1921, Shoal Ann had 84 residents in J9 Methodist,
Church of England and Salvation Anny families. It re­
ma ined a sma ll but active community with a Methodi st
church, a clergyman, a merchant, a fanner, two mechan­
ics , three miners and 14 fisherman-farmers . Residents
owned 66dogs and five horses for woodswork and picked
602 gallons of berries. By 1945, the population had
dropped to 36. With no mining in the area , many fami -

Little Bay

The ferry landing at Shoal Arm

lies had left and fishennen operated just twomotorboats.
two dories, and twoherring se ines. The reopening of the
Little Bay mine did not revitalize Shoal Arm which no
longer exists. Fry's Bea ch, Beave r Coveand Woodford's
Cove were other communities listed in the 1921census.

The total population for the communities from north
orSpringdale to Shoal Ann was 175in 1981, and local em­
ployment was largely in the fishery. The area's popula­
tion increased to 329 by 1986. There are no longer any
housesin Shoal Arm which serves as the mainland ter­
mina l for the Littl e Bay Islands ferry, but the old mine
remains very much in evidence with old ruins, wtnd­
blown tailings and wharf stum ps. II

The Iirst residents of Little Bay Mines arrived in 1878
and a Methodist church was built in the main commu­
nity . Roman Catholic and Church of England churches
were built on a hill overlooking the harbor, and the Sal ­
valion Anny built a citadel on a float. The Little Bay
Methodist charge was established under the Reverend
Mr. JW. Vickers in 1883-he covered Southern Arm,
Woodford's Cove, Boot Harbour and Hall 's Bay.

In 18M, the mine had attracted a population of 1,538
in 286families from all over Newfoundland and evenfar­
ther afield. The community had 252miners, two clergy-

The old mine near L1hle B-v

men. a doctor, 10 merchants, 'J:1 clerks, eight fanners,
55 mecha nics , eight lumbermen, and 29fishermen. R0­
ma n Catholics, Wesleyans and Presbyterians had
churc hes, and there were three schools, with just 179of
the 696children in school . Two small schooners went to
Labrador, and 'lZ1 quintals of cod, 36 barrels of herring
a nd 38 barrels of caplin were caught inshore. By 1891,
the population peaked at 2,116.

The Little Bay mine was described by the Reverend
Moses Harvey in 1874:

What a sight to gaze upon here, simply a
great cliff of copper ore that we are looking
at from 25or 30feet in height, and an undeter­
mined length in thickness...we are told that
the ore is found 40 feet back from the brow
of the cliff .

Copper ore was loaded onto steamers at Otte r Tickle
on the other side of the Little Bay peninsula. Littl e Bay
mine shipped 10,000tons of high-grade copper ore to
Swansea, Wales, in its first five months of opera tion. Min­
ing activity declined in the late 18905 and ma ny families
left when the mine closed in 1893. By 1901,the popula ­
tion had dipped to 687. Many Little Bay fishermen sum ­
mered at Handy Harbour, White Bay, a nd probably
landed fish there which would explain the low landings
at Little Bay. As much as 453acres were fanned, with
702 lbs. of wool and 1,430 Ibs. of butter prod uced .
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