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Volume 18, Number 1, January-February 1989

from the editor
Our mail tells us readers are puzzled about the

mailing date of the magazine and how long it takes
to get from here to you. We'll try to explain.

When the magazine was first started, it was
mailed six times a year around the 15th of every
second month-starting in February. When the
magazine was reinstated on a paid subscription
basis, the issues were dated in two-month periods,
so now we have a January-February issue, a
March·April issue, and so on, but the magazines
continue to be mailed the 15th of the second month
appearing on the cover, except the November­
December issue which is mailed the first week in
December.

We mail under a second-class subscription rate,
and thanks to Canada Post, most magazines are
delivered promptly to their destination, but
sometimes such is not the case, so we checked
with Canada Post to find out why.

We're told first-class mail within the same rna·
jor centre as point of mailing should take two
days, at the most three. Second-class mail of a dai­
ly publication in major centres is treated almost
as first-class mail so that subscribers can, insofar
as is possible, receive it while it is still current.
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Weekly magazines are delivered sooner than mon­
thlies for the same reason. Under ideal conditiollS,
normal delivery of a monthly or bi·monthly
magazine should take 7 to 10 days within Canada.
Since second-class mail goes by ground transpor­
tation, these ideal conditions include no
snowstorms, not having to wait for an ice-bound
Gulf ferry, nor other unscheduled mishaps. Under
less than ideal conditions, delivery may take from
13-17 days. We do mail to more than 6,000
subscribers, but when only a few magazines go to
any particular location the chances are much
greater of those magazines' being incorrectly
directed. Bundles of TIME or Reader's Digest are
much more likely to reach their destination quick­
ly by virtue of their numbers. We find that small
post offices in the province usually manage
delivery within a week. Canada Post assures us
it makes every effort to deliver Decks Awash, but
at Christmas, mail can get caught up in the rush.

Canada Post advises us that if you experience
repeated delays in receiving Decks Awash to
report it to your local post office which will try to
expedite delivery. We stress it is important you
give us your correct name, address and postal
code.
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history

Early settlement in the Bay of Islands

The Maritime Archaic Indians occupied the Bay of Is­
lands area (or centuries followed by the Beothuks who
disappeared around 1829. Captain James Cook surveyed
the area in 1768 and reported some fishermen there in
summer. A monument commemorating his visit is situ­
ated on Crow Hill in Curling. Settlement by both French
and English was prohibited, but this did not deter the
more adventurous. William Epps Cormack reported six
families in 1822, but Archdeacon Wix baptized 14 chil­
dren in May 1835 indicating more families perhaps had
already settled in the Bay of Islands by then.

The earliest known settlers in the Bay of Islands were
two men from Dorset, England, around 1800. One was
almost certainly a Brake Bishop Feild reported arrived
(rom Yeominster, Dorset, before 171M). The second was
probably a Blanchard since Feild said, the family had
lived at Gillams Cove on the north shore since about 1m.
William Blanchard was certainly a resident in 1835. J.B.
Jukes visited the Blanchards and Brakes in 1829.

Other English families claiming settlement in the ear­
ly 18005 are the Ansteys who emigrated from Ansteys
Cove near Torquay in about 1817, the BaiUies, and Tho­
mas and Robert Park listed in 1835. Early French or
Acadian settlers included the Gallants who may have
arrived in the late 1700s, and Prosper Compagnon of
Frenchman's Cove who was a resident by 1849. The
Whites were probably Acadians named LeBlanc who set­
tled in the 18005, and the Youngs were also of Acadian
or French origin and named Lejeune, although family
tradition says two Ross brothers, from Scotland, moved
from Cheticamp, Cape Breton, and changed their names
to Young.

Fishing and farming attracted settlers over the four
decades after the War of 18t2. A pirate ship wrecked at
Brake's Cove was said to date back to that time. TIle 1857
census lists 143 settlers in the Bay of Islands. Supplies

Bay of Islands railway stlltlon c. 1900 (photo courtesy ot
Stili & Moving IrMgeS collection, Provlne"l Archives ot
Newfoundland and L.Iibqc;Sor).

came from both Nova Scotia and the U.S., and there was
minimal contact with S1. John's.

Bishop Feild reported liB Chw-ch of England residents
lived in the Bay of Islands area in 1859, about half at
Summerside on the north shore of the Humber Arm. The
first clergyman was the Reverend U. Rule who arrived
July 13, 1865. The first Roman Catholic prefect, the
Reverend Thomas Sears, who arrived soon afterwards,
wrote to the Bishop of 81. John's, the Right Reverend
J.T. Mullock, on November 29, 1868:

The Bay of Islands, with its tributary rivers,
affords better inducement (at least in my es­
timation) than the United States, to the
fisherman of 81. John's and other places who
are emigrating. In this Bay alone, there are
now as many vessels at anchor as will reo
quire, it is estimated 70,000 barrels of herring
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to load them though the herring didn't
strike until 22nd of this month such is the
quantity taken in 6 da}''S that they all are in
hopes of getting fair cargoes. Another advan­
tage the Bay enjoys...is the fertility of the soil
and the magnificent forests that line the bays
and rivers especially.

By 1871, John Allen, George Antell and Barney Antle
were listed as fishennen in the Bay of Islands, along with
Michael Cheeld and Solomon Chiles, George Ellsworth,
Stephen George, Thomas Lovell, and John Snook. Frank
and John March of Indian Head were probably descen­
dants of an Acadian family named Lamarche who set­
tled in S1. George's Bay. Family tradition says the
Mosher family moved from Nova Scotia to the west coast
in the mid-l~,and John William Mosher was certainly
a resident in 1874. Planters included John Barry and
Robert Ligot, whose Acadian family name was later cor­
rupted to Leggo. It

Curling

Curtlng and 8IIV of I"nets view c. 1900 (photo courtesy
01 Still & Moving Im.ges collection, Provincial ArchJves
01 Newfoundland and ~r).

The first settlers preferred the north shore of the Hum­
ber Arm, and permanent settlement on the south shore
did not occur at what was then known as Birchy Cove
until the mid-l800s. Birchy Cove had a sheltered water­
front, farming land and forests, but the abundance of
herring caught off Tweed and Pearl Islands was the
main reason for settlement. Caribou, beaver and
snowshoe hare were all common, and fox, mink,
muskrat and weasel furs were sold toa U.S. buyer. Near­
by black spruce forests have been the mainstay of the
Jocal economy since the early 19005, and gave rise to the
name of Sprucy Point, the most westerly point of land
beyond Mount Moriah. Other small settlements sprang
up along the shore of what is now known as Curling. They
were, from the west, Mount Moriah, Ballantyne Cove,
Pleasant (Aliens) Cove, Petries, Georgetown, Church
Cove, Crow Gulch and Seal Head.

The first settlers were from Sandy Point off St.
George's: William H. Bagg, Charles Parsons. William
Misservey and Clement Pennell. They were probably
related by marriage as Parsons., Misservey and Bagg
were all married to PenneIls, and they arrived in 1863
00 Misservey's schooner, the Elmora. Reuben Leggo and
John Cunning arrived from the Bay de Chaleur region
of New Brunswick later the same year.

St. Mary'. Anglican Church just before fire destroyed It
In 1948. (C.R. Tlbbo photo)
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Allen's Cove In Curling, 1947. (C.R. Tlbbo photo)

These early families were followed by settlers from
Conception Bay, including the Condons, Conways,
Kennedys and Sheppards who fished the Labrador in
summer and found enough herring and wood. around the
Bay of Islands to settle year round. Several Labrador
men married Birchy Cove women and settled. The Con­
ways were from Colliers, the Kennedys and Condons
from Carbonear, and the Sheppards from Harbour
Grace. Richard Hilliard from Harbour Grace also set·
tied in Petries in the 18705. He fished at Henley Harbour
in Labrador, where he met his wife, Martha Stone.
Robert Allen, James Cooper, Stephen and Joseph Clarke
also arrived from Conception Bay.

According to Howard Brown who wrote one of the lo­
cal histories, the original families along the Curling
waterfront were Condon, Hartson, Duggan, O'Brien,
Sheppard, Leggo, Cunning, Balum, O'Roarke, Parsons,
Bagg, Pennell, Conway, Boland, Misservey and Knight.
The Kennedy, Griffin, Tracey and LeMoine families ar­
rived in the 1880s and 18905.

Solomon BarriauIt arrived from France, the Domans
from Poole, England, and the O'Briens. Knights and
BoIands from the British Isles in the late 186(lS;. Alex­
ander MacLeod arrived from Cape Breton around 1868
with his cousins, Alexander MacDonald and Alexander
Morrison. MacLeod settled at Ballantyne Cove, his cou­
sins at Mount Moriah. The Maher family from Ireland
left Nova Scotia and settled at Bartlett's Point, where
Charlie Bartlett had a herring packing business.
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Other arrivals from Conception Bay included the /
Barnes, Barrett, Butt, Ezekiel, Gushue, Joyce, and Tay-
lor families in the 18705, while the Bellows, EJliott, Ge-
orge, Reid. Stratton, and Vincent families arrived from
communities along other east coast bays. The salurn and
Duggan families arrived from St, John's or the South
Coast. Samuel SaJurn was a trader, as was William Mis-
servey. Maurice Boland was one of the fIrst Curling mer·
chants. He had a post office in his store by 1872, and the
coastal boat used his wharf. Most land lolsextended back ••
a mile from the shore although few were cleared that
far. An entry in the log of HMS BuJJlinch on September
19,1876, referred to Dr. Miller, the first doctor in Bir·
chy Cove.

The Reverend U. Rule used a log house for Church of
England services until St. Mary's Church was complet-
ed in 1870 and dedicated on July 30, 1871, by Bishop Kel- Saint Mary the Virgin Anglican Church
ly. The Reverend Joseph Curling followed the Reverend
Rule and served in the Bay of Islands Mission from 1873 1880 to 1886. S1. Mary's Church was enlarged in 1886, the
to 1880 and as Rural Dean for the Strait of Belle Isle from year Mr. Curling returned to England

The Reverend Joseph James Curling

e.tIat was bora al HerDe HUI, England, on January
Sl. ...... He weal to Harrow and the Rolal ~Iilitar)

AcMeIDy" WeoIwidl. ealerillg the Royal Engineers as
a ....... ill l8I5. While al Chatham he bought the
,....."..."... .lIkh played .ucb an important role in
1M......,. of the Churcb 01 England in "e"foundland
..... 0IIe 01 his early exploits was to canoe across the
EIIcI* a.uae) from Dover to Calais.

Ia April Jilt he travelled to Bermuda and met both
........ XeDy aDd Hilltop Feild. which started his interest
1D NewfoudllDd altbough he returned to England In
1m. WIIea the Newfoundland church ship, the Star, was
101& Ia 1811, Cllrlbaldonated the Ls,"rock to replace It.
Ke ..1Ied &0 It. J in the spring of 1872. stopping only
at tile Azera. then visited Canada and the li.S. When
H retaraed &0 Loadon, he decided to orIer himself for
aIuioaary wwk. aad traHlled on the H:US Pt>ru, ian,
urlvIq: .. St. J.'s on June II, 1873.

CIIrlIaI "a. IInll ~harge 01 the Bay of hlands 'lis·
... ftIeh wnto far north as St. John's Island. He set
......... tbe La""'" "lih Blahop FeiJd on July 3, 1873,
aM reached the Bay of Islands on Jul)' 11. They· \"isited
dleeout for Utree months and re-turned toSt. John·s on
ae,ceaalller 21. CurIbIg then chartered the schooner \'e­
~ aDd retlll"Ded &0 the Bay" of Islands after being or­
...... deUOll" o"ember. He then sailed to Woody
Pobd CO set up tile lC.bool there. During his sta)" on the
welt COPt, CarDaI paid up to fi"e schoolmasters from
lUI own funds, He became a priest tht' follo",ing faU af·
.... tpeDcllng the Raamer in Labrador with Bishop Feild.

Aaolber of Curllllg's more daring exploits was to row.troI. the Strait of Belle Isle in the La ~'rock's cutter.
comP&e11n1 the 13-mOe journey in four hours. " little girl,
aeelal him come ashore. ran to her mother exclaiming,
.'OIt. Mother, Mother. Here·s a little man coming ashore
m. tub.'· CarUag was not afraid to take on the elements.
WIM!II the captain of the \!e/ocit,J anchored rather than

sail out of the Humber Arm becaust' of approachrng ice,
Curlin~ himself sailed her out to Channel and then
",alked back on sno", shoes o\t'r se miles to the Ba" of
Islands. -

'ot ail his trips ",ere succ~sful.ho"t'Ver, On one trip
off the northeast coast, the La~rock capsized off Grlquel
and two members of the crew were lost. The ship was
refloated and returned to St. John's where Curling met
his future "Ue, Emmie Robinson, tht' daughter of a ~(,W·

foundland Supreme Court judge. After the)" were mar·
ried in 1876, he took his wife with him up the northw.est
coast in both fan and winter, The next :year he himse-If
purchased the L.avrock and used it as his church ship un­
til 1878 when be returned It to the new bishop, Dr.
Llewellyn Jones.

Thl" school and schoolhou!>e at Sprucy" Point were des­
troyed by fire in 1877 but Curling SUPf'r\- ised the rebuild­
ing and left J.B. Ba)'ley in charge. lie designed and built
a ne" 3J-ton ,,'essel over the winter and launched it in
Apri118Hl as the Sapper in honor of his regiment. He had
t~o children, and vlsited England and Malta bfofore
returninJt: to supeC'"ise the enlarJ(ing of St. Mar)·"
Church. The ftrst sen"lce was held in Septf'mb«'r 188-1.
b~ which Lime his third son was ei~t month!> old. Curling
also built a smail sailing boat. the DoH~. For short trips
and published a book. Coastal '"a~igaUon.

Curling returned to England in 1886 and enkr~dOriel
College. Oxford, to stud)" for hi, theolog)" deuee. He
spent his summer vacation sailing the bishop on the Sap.
~r to the northwest coast. He again returned in 1889 and
sailed the Sappt>r back to England. receiving his
bachelor's degree the next spring. Ills last visits to. 'ew­
foundland were in 1890-92 as principal of Quet'n's Col·
Itgt', Sl. John's. Visits to Eg)'pt and elsewhere "ere
made in poor health and he died in "ovember 1900, two
)"t'ars after Blrchy Con was renamed Curling In his
honor.
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Connors Brothers Fish PI.nt processed herring .t Petri..
Point In Allen's Cove In 1947. (C.R. Tibbo photo)

TIle Presbyterian. Methodist and Roman Catholic
Churches arrived in the 1860s and 18805. The Reverend
David Crelman organized the flrst Presbyterian Sunday
School at Petries in the west end of Birchy Cove in the
18705. Methodist and Roman Catholic clergy were
present in the 18805 with the Methodist minister living
in Petries, but the first Roman Catholic church, Sacred
Heart, was not completed Wltill900. TIle ftrst school was
run by the Church of England, but both Methodist and
Roman Catholic schools opened in the 18805

The first mail service was brought by packet boat
from St. George's from 1873, and four years later, Bir­
chy Cove became the headquarters for the first west
coast magistrate, Captain Howorth, who had retired
from the Royal Navy. The courthouse was located in
Sprucy Point, and the first policeman arrived around the
same lime. Birchy Cove received telegraph service in
1878 and had the Bay of Islands' only doctor in 1884. The
first bank, the Bay of Islands Penny Savings Bank, was
opened in 1878, but the fIrst of the major Canadian char­
tered banks, the Bank of Montreal, came later

The first sawmill was built in Corner Brook in 1863,
but a Mr. Parsons soon owned and operated one close
to the mouth of St. Mary's Brook in Curling, and pine
had been cut and sold to English vessels before that.
Sawmills charged $S for sawing 1,000 board feet. Pine
was abundant and two sawmills existed by 1868. \\'hen
Tupper operated the mill at Corner Brook the last of the
pines were soon cut. When the railway arrived in 1898,
local residents were paid eight cents for ties, rising to
25 cents during the First World War.

Caribou were common around Birchy Cove. The hWlt­
iog season started in August, stopped for woodcutting
in October, and resumed in November. A case of rab-

S.cred He.rt P.r1sh Church.

bits. containing 48 one-pound tins, cost $6. Trapping took
place mainly by Deer Lake to the east and the Serpen­
tine River to the west, and was a winter pursuit. A sil­
ver or black fox pelt would bring $150-$400, and higher
prices were paid for live foxes by PEl fox farmers, with
one fetching over $2,000. The Baggs and Bashas bought
pelts, and Jim Parsons and Ulric Basha farmed foxes
until the winter of 1918. James and Eugene Bagg had
started the Bagg Brothers general store on Water Street
in Curling, and when Taunis Basha could not get a return
passage to Halirax in 1889 he stayed to become involved
in the herring fishery.

The Bay of Islands remained dependent on the her·
ring fishery for much of its economic activity. In 1890,
1,175 barrels of herring were landed in Birchy Cove
alone-the season usually ran from November to late
January when the ice came in. Boats in the herring flsh­
ery carried 60-80 tubs (2 tubs _1 barrel). Local herring
factories salted the catch ror shipping to Canadian mar­
kets. and fishermen sold direct to U.S. boats.

Most U.S. vessels came from Gloucester, Mas­
sachusetts, where Gordon and Pew was one of the lar­
gest firms. There were also vessels from Lunenburg,
N.S. As many as 80 or 90 U.S. vessels arrived in Novem­
ber and paid 80 cents a barrel-this rose to $1.25 later.
During the First World War, the price rose to $5 a bar­
rel but fell to half after 1918. U.S. captains paid in gold
and supplies. There was also tuna ftshing with fish over
1,000 lbs. said to have been landed.

--Curting Flshertes Umited, 1947. (C.R. Tlbbo photo)

Cod, salmon and lobster were also important in the
18705 and 1880s. Cod was caught on the Labrador, but
no more than three ships went from Birchy Cove.
Richard Furlong had a 4O-ton schooner with a crew from
Benoit's Cove, Halfway Point, and Cape George. He
fished the Strait of BeUe Isle and sold his catch to A.M.
Smith and Company in HaWax. Salmon and cod were
also caught locally. Cod traps were introduced in the
late--I87OS. The season usually lasted June through July
and was mostly on the north shore. Battle, Pleasant and
Henley Harbours were the main Labrador summer set­
tlements.

Fishermen moved to the headlands in May and lived
there until August, using handlines and jiggers to catch
cod. Bagg Brothers bought ftsh, and there were two buy·
ers from Halifax. Most salmon were landed at Gilliams
on the north shore, and this continued even when the
salmon fiShery declined in Curling arter 1884. As the
salmon fiShery declined, the lobster fiShery became
more important. The first lobster cannery was estab­
lished by John Carter on Wood's Island in 1888. Nova Sc0­
tians ran the lobster factories until 1904 when local
residents took over. Lobsters were sent by rail to the



mainland market after 1899 and by steamer to the U.s.
Farming was important, especially vegetables which

were stored in root cellars. Plum trees were common
in the area and 224 gallons or plums were produced one
year and. sold to merchants from St. John's and Grand
Falls at 50 cents a gallon. Sheep were allowed to roam
after shearing, but settlers tied a colored cloth around
their necks which left dye on the wool to identify them
in the fall. Pigs were shipped from the Maritimes in the
spring for slaughter just before Qu-istmas. Kelp and sta­
ble manure were used as (ertilizer, as were herring and
caplin. Goats were not popular because they ruined (roit
trees and ate vegetables: "I( you had a goat, you were
nobody's neighbor."

The original communities continued to (WlCtion as
separate settlements in the 18905. Birchy Cove was the
largest with a population o( 205. The Reverend Adam
Currie was the Church of England clergyman, and
fIShermen listed were: Billows, Bagg (3), Boland, Con·
don (3), Cunning, Duggan, Furlong, Hann, Kennedy (2),

Knight, Leggo (2), Lundrigan, Martin, Messervey,
O'Brien (2), O'Rorke, O'Quinn, Pike, Pennell, Parsons
(2), Sheppard (2), White and Yoong.

Three o( the original (amities were listed in the 1897
Mc:Alpine~ NewfoundlandDirectory: William Messervey
as the owner of a boarding house, and Clement Pennell
and Charles Parsons, Jr., as telegraph repairers. In ad­
dition, Minoah Ballam and John Battcock were listed as
captains, Patrick and Juno Condon as shipbuilders, and
M. Boland, Thomas Conway, John LeMoine, and Alex
Ryan as general dealers.

Not (ar behind in importance was Sprucy Point with
a population of 101. Fishermen listed were: Boland,
Knight, Noseworthy, and Wells (2). Sprucy Point was
the judicial centre (or the Bay of Islands, with Jerome
Lilley as magistrate and Isaac Bartlett as constable. It
also had the only physician, George Webber, and Tho­
mas Knight as a carpenter. Alexander Reid from Bur·
geo was one o( the first telegraph operators.

The neighboring settlements of Bannantyne's Cove,
with a population of 117, and Pleasant Cove, with a popu­
lation of 80, were mainly engaged in the fishery. Ban­
nantyne Cove had 16 fishermen: Bolden, Cooper, Cox,
Morrison, Maher, Morley (2), McLeod, McDonald (2),
Perrott (4), Stone, and Snooks. Also listed were: James
Allen, Jr., blacksmith, and Solomon Barriault, trader.
Pleasant Cove's 12 fishermen were: Allen (3), Harston,
Houilhan, Hynes (3), Morley, Taylor, and Wells (2), In
addition, the community had several professionals,
James Allen, Sr., blacksmith, William Angwin, gener­
al dealer, Laurence Barron and Daniel Gilker, customs
officers, and John and Thomas Hayes, contractors.

Pelries' population of 48 relied almost entirely on the

s.ered He.rt School

fishery. Fishermen were: George, Lynch, Lewis, Ma­
her, Meaney. O'Leary, Rockett, Wells and Whelan.
James Baggs (the family had added the "s" to their
name) had a large business in Pelries-he died Janu­
ary 23. 1918. when theSS FlorizeJ en route from St. John's
to Halifax and 'ew York was wrecked off Cappahay·
den. There was a hotel and goU course at Petries Point,
and the Cecilian Theatre. owned by Jim Finn, at Petries
Crossing. A Mr. Anguin (rom Nova Scotia also bad a bus­
ine;s, a small collector vessel and a factory making lob­
ster tins, with George Graham as his tinsmith. The
factory closed around 1916.

Taunis Basha packed herring, tinned lobster, and
bought furs, and his two vessels brought coal and salt.
Coal was usually bought at Sydney, N.S., in return for
fresh salmon, and carried by rail from Port awe
Basques. Ayreand Sons ofSt. John's also had a general
store before 1914.

Communities on the north shore of the Humber Arm
were dependent for supplies on the merchants of the
south shore, but they led a fairly independent existence.
In Newfoundland, Harold Horwood quotes an older
resident:

We lived at Meadows Point across the arm,
and we ate mostly fish and potatoes and rab­
bits, all of which we got for ourselves. We
were never hungry. We wore home-knit caps
and sweaters, and some people even had
home-knit underwear. We used to make our
own boots for the winter, or buy sealskin
boots from Labrador and then tap them with
sole leather that we bought at the general
store in Curling. But some people tanned
their own leather, from cowhide, too.

Birchy Cove traded with Halifax more than St. John's
or Sydney, and the Farquahar started a regular freight
and passenger run to Halifax in 1888. Farquahar and
Company of HaliCax operated the SS Harlow unW 1912
wbensbewas replaced by theSSSeaJ. TheSSPOl'tiaalso
made fortnightly trips to St. John's, and steam service
existed between the Bay of Islands and the St. Lawrence.

Around 1900, residents put aside $2-5 for the minister
and $6 for the doctor. The latter was an early form of
health insurance-those who were paid up got. medical
attention free while others paid a (ee. Dr. Charles o'Con­
nelI and Dr. Franklin Fisher were the local doctors.

There was also a $2 annual schooJ fee for the flI'St three
children of each (amily-additional children attended
(ree. Father Brosnan, the Sacred Heart parisb priest,
built St. Aiden's School with help from Bowater, Ethel
Rowsell's father and the Catholic Cadet Corps.

Walter March established The Western Star in
1900--the first issue on April 4 had four pages and cost
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It was of a Satw-day and Jwent on the steam­
coach. It was my first trip on the coach, and
it was something like being in my brother
Peter's dory with the two horsepower Mia­
nus engine in a heavy swell. Going around the
place they call Crow Gulch Jhad to hold my
breath and brace my feet against the bench
to keep the coach from going over the bank.

The railway divided many of the originallols in two.
As Curling grew. more business premises were buill
along the railway, and by 1901, Curling had 212 residents
and most of the local merchants, but Wood's Island, with
262 residents, was the largest community-the inhabi­
tants had fishing schooners and raised sheep. The bank
fishery was very important with 200,000 Ibs. of fish land­
ed from six Wood's Island vessels in 1900. Slate was
mined in Curling East by an Owen from Wales in 1905
or 1906, employing 15-20 men and shipping its slate to
Britain.

The "scotch pack" for herring was introduced by Flitt
and Company who established a herring factory at Mid­
dle Arm in 1915. Booth Fisheries of Chicago also estab­
lished a factory, and J.H. Baggs, James Thorne, the
Furlongs, Dunphy and Porter started factories later,
with Furlong and Basha making their own barrels. Dun­
phy's Limited, started in 1914, added a herring factory
in 1920, and bought out Baggs and Co. Ltd. in 1m. Large
quantities of spring herring were packed for the United
Nations Rehabilitation and Relief Association 1944-48.
In 1954, 15 herring factories were still operating and
produced 3,000 barrels, and a herring cannery opened
on Petries Point in 1947.

. . . Marine forecasts,
up-to-the-minute World
Satellite News, Provincial
Happenings, and the best
music around.
Catch it all on ...
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The Bank of Montreal opened the first bank on Sep­
tember 15, 1902-a three-storey building next to the Ayre
and Sons store by the railway. It was destroyed by fire
in 1913, and rebuilt. Even so, the early bank reflected
the humble origins of the area, as Maud Sullivan
described:

Then a man in brass buttons shouted
"Curling Bank", and we stopped again to
have a look at it. I must say it didn't look a
very safe place for the old man to keep all
his money. It had a door in each end, and the
two of them open, and a peaked roof and a
little hole in the waU with a cover over it. that
must be for dropping the money if you're in
a hurry.

To foster growth, the Curling Board of Trade was
fonned in 1912. By then, Curling had 12 teachers and was
the largest community in the Bay of Islands area for
another decade, although the railway encouraged the
growth of Comer Brook. Curling remained the main
trading centre for the Bay of Islands and had a popula­
tion of 1,047 by 1911. In 1923, the start of the Newfound­
land Power and Paper Company Limited mill on the
Comer Brook waterfront forever changed the area's ec»
nomic focus.

• By 1935, with a population of 1,000 (just a sixth that

Corner Brook

Named for a stream flowing into the Humber Arm,
Corner Brook was chosen in 1864 as the site for a saw­
mill by Nova Scotian Gay Silver who brought a number
of carpenters and woodsmen from Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. In 1871, 200 families were living along the
Humber Arm near another mill about a mile east of Bir­
chy Cove. That same year, Silver sold the Corner Brook
mill to a Halifax company, Byrnes and Murray. who ap­
pointed John Tupper of Stewiacke as manager.

Tupper reported in 1872:
The wood is obtained from Deer Pond, about
twelve miles up the river; this lake is 20 miles
in extent, and communicates with another,
70 miles long. The proprietors of this mill
have contracted with another firm named
Fisher. Watson and Farnell, of Nova Scotia,
to supply them for 3 years with between three

Glynmlllinn In the late 1930s (photo courtesy of Still and
Moving Images collection. Provincial Archives of New­
foundland and labrador)
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of Corner Brook), Curling declined as a centre for in­
dustry, business, government, communications and reo
Iigious life. The first council in Curling in 1943 had H.P.
Young as chairman, Kevin Barry as vice-chairman, with
George Alden, Bert Butler, James Candow, and WiUiam
P. Kennedy as councillors. Curling was incorporated. as
a town in 1947, and the water and sewer system was
started in 1933, but MacDonald Lane, Quarry Hill, Crow
Gulch, O'Rourke's Avenue and parts of O·ConneU Drive
had not been serviced by 1983.

Curling had 2,600 residents in 1950, about 30 per cent
of workforce employed by Bowater. and the remainder
in trade and the fishing industry. The original Sacred
Heart Church, a wooden building, was destroyed by fire
in 1947 A new church was completed in 1950 and also
destroyed by fire in July 1m. While there was no
property lax in 1950, there were business. poll, coal and
entertainment taxes.

Curling became part of the Cil)' of Corner Brook in
1956. There was some opposition to the move but local
mee~lllgs pressed for amalgamation, supported by The
Western Star, which published a poem in 1955:

Now you citizens of Curling,
At this you take a look,

~cru~~ ~n~~I~~~~~r~::~~~~~ I!

The 5.5. Comer Brook survived the Second World War.
It 18 discharging here at the wharf In 1946. (C.R. Tlbbo
photo)

and five million feet of plank a year, at the
rate of $7 per 1000 feet. The wood-cutters
have three encampments around the lake,
numbering twenty-four men in all. The mill
firm had hitherto been unable to obtain any
grant of land to secure to themselves the
right of working the mill.

According to rustorian Don Morris, Christopher Fish­
er, who had moved from Nova Scotia to Corner Brook
in 1872, bought the mill in 1881. Fisher ran the mill for
40 years, and remains of Fisher's pier were still visible
in 1961 10 Harold Horwood's Corner Brook:A Social His­
tory ofa Paper 7bwn, a man who started with the Fisher
sawmill said:

Sure life was good here in the old days. We'd
go upriver and get our three caribou for each
family, grow our own potatoes, and catch all
the salmon we wanted.

Horwood also quotes another older resident:
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Colemln', Store? Corner Brook 1940".? (photo courte.y
of Stili Ind Moving Imege. collection, Provlnclet Archive.
of Newfoundland and Lebredor)

We lived just across the arm from Corner
Brook, and hardly thought about the outside
wor.ld at ~1I. It was a .rough and happy sort
of hfe-fLShing, hunting. trapping. a litUe
farming. We were always out in boats, down
the bay, up the arm. bringing hay from Sum­
merside for the horses that worked at the
mill. 1'herewerecart roads aU along this side
of the arm, for six orse....en miJes, built part­
Iy out of sawdust from the mill.

Corner Brook's population increased in winter when
fism:rmen moved there from the Bay of Islands and
Strait of Belle Isle to work. Although most of the resi­
dents were Presbyterian, the first schQOl opened in 1880
for 35 Roman Catholic pupils under an education grant
voted by the Legislature that year, The Presbyterian
Church began in private homes around 1m, but the "Lit­
tle White Church" was not built until around 1898.

In 1891, Corner Brook had a population of 198: 111 Ro­
man Catholic, 45 Presbyterian, 28 Methodist, 13 Church
of England, and one Baptist. Families worked in the fish­
ery and in lumbering, and hunting, trapping and sub­
sistence farming were important for many families.

Fishermen listed in McA/pine's Newfoundland Direc­
tory in 1897 indicate some of the early famiJies: Arnold
~2), Brien, Broderick, Bird, Burke, Callahan (4), Ezek­
Iel, Farnell (2), Fisher (4), Frazer, Gushue (3), Hooper
(2), Meaney (2). Mercer, McCarthy (8), McLellan, Pow­
er (4), Reid. Roberts, Watson (3), and Withycombe. A
few businesses had already been established in the 18905:
Charles Bell, blacksmith, Dennis Callahan, Sr., contrac­
tor, Matthew and Thomas Corbin, millwrights, John Far­
nell, contractor, Charles Farnell, general dealer and
millwrigh~Olrislopber Fisher, mill owner, Q1arles Par­
sons, general dealer, and James Stewart and Arthur
Watson, Sr., contractors.

M.H. Carty was the first elected representative for St.
George's in 1883 and served until 1894. Humbermouth
was known as River Head in 1896 when it became the
~ivisionalheadquarters of the railway. Its 1891 popula­
tion was 64 when all families were dependent on the fish­
ery, and included: Harris (3), Layden (2), Meeshan,
Mor~n (2), Murphy, Perry (2), Penny (2), Reddy, and
Robmson. In addition, John, Henry, Edward and Charles
Brake were listed as planters. By 1901, when Corner
Brook's population stood at 256, both Presbyterians and
Roman Catholics had churches and schools.

The difficulti~ of travel in the early 19005 are illus-

trated by an account of Leonard Burke·s journey
towards St. John's:

Leonard boarded a train (at Curling] early
to March. He got as far as Kilty's Brook but
the Topsails were plugged with snow and the
train had to return to Port awe Basques
Leonard went to Port awe Basques and
boarded the SS K.",·Je. Somewhere along the
coast the Kyle ran into a storm and broke her
propeller. The K}/e put back to Port awe
Basques and Leonard took another train
11lat train got held up because ofhea\"'j snow
drifts at Robin::;ons Six week!! after Leonard
left CurJin~ he was back at Kllty's Brook

From 1910 on, several attempts were made to develop
~~ area, mcludlOg development of a newsprint mill, fer­
tilizer plant and cpment plant. but all initially fell
through, although the area population rose to 1,349 by
1921. In 1923, however, Sir Richard Squires encouraged
the British firm of Armstrong, Whitworth and Compa­
ny to take a majority shareholding in the Newfoundland
Power and Paper Company Limited. Christopher Fish­
er sold his mill to the company which contracted to build
both a pulp and newsprint mill and a poy,erhotbe at Deer
Lake. The miJI site was determined by the prOXimity
to Deer Lake and the Humber River

The SS Humber Arm and SS Corn€'r Brook .....ere built
in the Armstrong-\\'hit\\orth Shipyards for the _'ew·
foundland Export ShippingCompany. ""ith Captain Isaac
Evans a~d C:aptain Charl~ Cross as the first captains
Eight ships 10 all were bUIlt for the mHl, but only the
Corner Brook and North Brook survived war ser....ice.
The North Brook suffered a lot of damage. causing the
comment, "She was slow; she was ugly; she was ungaia-­
Iy, but she was a very, very lucky ship."
. ~hen the mi.1I started in 1923, there were 200 people

hvmg around It. By 1935 the population h:id rapidly
grown to 8,6O;J. Laborers at the mill received 25 cents
and machinists 40 cents an hour in 1923. The British and
Newfoundland governments guaranteed interest on
bonds, worth $20 million used to finance the building of
the mill and power plant, whIch together cost nearly $52
million. By 1925, the mill site on the waterfront had been
filled with local gravel, and 100 houses had been con­
s~cted: The new housing area became known as Town­
SIte, whIch takes in today's downtown grid and extends
to We:st VaUey Road and Humber Park. The company
supplied water, sewers, telephones, doctors and many
other services. Its automatic telephone system was the
first of its kind in Newfoundland or Canada. Many

The mill pond end Its log. by the Bowater mill In the lete
1940. (photo courtesy of Stili end Moving Imege. collec­
tion, Provlnc181 Archive. of Newfoundtend end Labredor)



The mill In 1945. (C.R. Tlbbo ph010)

preferred to build their houses in Corner Brook East and
West where land was cheaper and growth less controlled.
Sanitary requirements in these areas were inadequate
resulting in typhoid outbreaks. Corner Brook becmne
part of the new district of Humber in 1923, and in the 1929
election, Sir Richard Squires won the seat.

As the mill and the town grew, so did related business­
es and services. Several businesses started out as com­
pany stores: Crown Laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. Ltd.
and Corner Brook Stores Ltd., both owned by the mill,
were taken over by the West Newfoundland Investment
Company in 1945 and 1948 respectively. Other firms were
set up independently: Corner Brook Foundry and
Machine Co. Ltd. was established in August 1925. Clarke
Trading Co. Ltd. also started in 1925, and Clarke Steam­
ship Company Ltd. of Montreal operated the shipping
business for 20 years until their subsidiary Western Ter­
minals Ltd. took over in 1946. Goodyear and House
opened their first store in January 1925; they followed
with stores in Humbermouth in 1927 and Corner Brook
West in 1933. Canada Packers Ltd. opened a branch in
1924, and Harvey and Company in 1926. Arthur Cohen
established Western Furniture and Variety Co. in 1935,
changing its name to Western Variety Ltd. in 1947.

The first Bank of Montreal branch opened November
2, 1925. Maud Sullivan's humorous Said Simple Simon
describes the site:

By this time we were after coming to a big
store with the Bank of Montreal stuck to one
end of it. Right across the street she showed
me another building where the druggist and
the dentist and the beauty doctor and the in­
surance agent and the candy man were kept,

Store In Comer Brook, 1940s? (photo courtesy of Still and
Moving Images collection, Provincial Archives of New­
foundland and Labrador)
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with lots of room to spare. Once, she said,
they had a lawyer with them, but everybody
was so well-behaved that he had to go home.

Dr. Franklin Fisher, Christopher Fisher's son and
known affectionately as "Pop", was the doctor, and Miss
Marion MacDonald, known as "Nurse Mac", was com­
munity nurse. Dr. Fisher set up his practice in 1904, serv­
ing as an advisory surgeon at Corner Brook General
Hospital on West Street from 1925 to 1934. Dr. J. O'Con­
nell was the other doctor and the matron was Marty Kee­
gan with Helen Hutchings, Madelyn O'Flynn, Marie
Taafe and Ethel Manuel as nurses. Dr. W.J. Cochrane
founded the Humber Clinic and was surgeon-in-ehief
1925-1944.

The first permanent company school was on Park
Street-a temporary one had existed on the site of the
present United Church. Number 51 staffhouse in Buck­
le's Valley was converted into a one-room school and
later expanded room by room into a permanent five­
room school.

Glynmill Inn, built as a staffhouse and named after
the chairman of Armstrong-Whitworth, Glyn West,
opened June 30, 1924, and West Street was also named
for him. The Inn's architect was Andrew Cobb who
designed many of the homes in Townsite, including those
on Cobb Lane. H.G. Ogden's Ballads of Corner Brook,

The plane Bowaters used in the 1940_ landed on the ice
on the Bay of Islands. It was flown to Bowaters' opera­
tions in outlying areas by Or. Neville Whitehurst. (C.R. Tib­
bo photo)

published in 1925, are about the railway, the building of
Townsite, commercial buildings, a drought, sending tel­
egrams, taverns, poor roads, ice hockey and the Glyn­
mill Inn. Excerpts from a poem entitled "The Glynmill
Inn" are typical:

From Waring and Gillow the furniture came,
That Oxford Street House with a Notable Name;
To furnish the best was their duty they thought,
And the Customs their Duty did fully extort.
The curtains in bedrooms have all been attached,
With blinds and with bedspreads not always well
matched;
For Brown as a colour should never be seen
In juxtaposition with Ultramarine.
The fortnightly dances are sprightly affairs
With men at a discount in rows by the stairs;
Some solace for searching for partners in vain
May be found in those parcels brought up from the
train.

The Corner Brook C(K)perative Society Limited start­
ed as a savings company in the early 19205. By 1925,
Corner Brook had a 107-bed hospital and a 257-bed
sanatorium, built by J.L.E. Price of Montreal. It also
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The White House U.S.O. building, 1946. It was built by the
U.S. to entertain troops stationed at Harmon Air Force
Base In Stephenville. It became a community centre and
bowling alley after the war. (C.R. Tlbbo photo)

al denominations became the United Church of Canada
in 1925, but a church was not started until 1939. Its cor­
nerstone, a granite block from the Presbyterian "Little
White Church" was laid in June 1941, and First United
Church was dedicated September 8, 1946.

As the economy improved, more businesses started.
In 1934, William J. Lundrigan Ltd. began as a small saw­
mill in Corner Brook West with four employees. It be­
came a major woodworking and lumber business, and
incorporated in 1947. It supplied much of the lumber for
the USAF base at Stephenville, and by 1954, had 20 em­
ployees.

In 1937, a British company, Bowater-Lloyd, looked into
establishing a sulphite pulp mill in the Gander area, but
in 1938 instead bought the International Paper Compa­
ny's paper mill and sulphite plant, the first overseas
property bought by the Bowater organization. They also
acquired additional timber rights and took over the oper­
ation of Townsite. The agreement included a commit­
ment by Bowater-Lloyd to increase production, and the
purchase was made partly to find new markets.
Newsprint was supplied mainly to newspapers in the
U.S., but trade returns for 1939-40 showed about one-fifth
of exports going elsewhere than to the U.S. or U.K. The
limestone quarries at Humbermouth also were operat­
ed by Bowater.

Streets were laid out according to local relief. The
"Viper's Nest" on Cobb Lane was the summer residence
of Sir Eric Bowater, and the brook was dammed to cre­
ate a pond. When Humber House was converted into the
Westport Inn to serve as a staffhouse, the Glynmill Inn
was acquired by The Bay of Islands Hotel Co. Ltd. and
became a hotel. Margaret Bowater Park was established
along the brook and named for the wife of Sir Eric
Bowater.

In the western part of Townsite the Salvation Army
citadel, a public school and a Roman Catholic high school
were built in the Smithville area which later became the
commercial section of town. AI Kawaja's Ice Cream
Parlor and Luncheonette opened in October 1939 and was
a very popular meeting place. Ai's Tourist Lodge was
the first motel in Corner Brook.

Bowater's operated the l00-acre Dormston Farm on
the outskirts of Corner Brook, but the building of a nine­
hole golf course by Terra Nova Golf Club Ltd. moved
the operations to Little Rapids in 1949; the course be­
came the Blomidon Golf and Country Club, unique in its
position in the centre of the town and its magnificent
views. As Harold Horwood states in Corner Brook:So-

Sir Erie Bowater addresses the gathering on Labor Day
1946. Left of Sir Erie Is Les Alley, papermaker and Labour.
Day chairman. (C.R. Tlbbo photo)

had the first clinic in Newfoundland and the only den­
tist on the west coast.

In 1927, the mill and the power station were sold to a
new company which included the New York-based In­
ternational Paper Company. Both the mill and power
station were enlarged and Corner Brook continued to ex­
pand. The Newfoundland Power and Paper Company
merged the property and power rights of Reid and the
funds of Armstrong, Whitworth and Company Limited.
The British government guaranteed the principal and
interest on one issue of debentures, and the Newfound­
land government another. The 19205 were a time of
plenty with people summering on the Labrador and tak­
ing holidays via the paper boats to the U.S.

The sale to the International Paper Company tied the
mill's production more closely to the U.S. market which
was greatly affected by the Great Depression. The mill
cut back its working days, then its shifts, then its wages,
and started laying men off. People plummeted from
prosperity to poverty. The new practice, begun in 1934,
of cutting in summer, hauling in winter and driving in
spring, also changed employment patterns, resulting in
fewer being employed year-round and many abandon­
ing the summer fishery. Exports of newsprint to the U.s.
dropped from $9.1 million in 1930 to $5.3 million in 1931
and further to $4.1 million in 1935 as exports to the Unit­
ed Kingdom increased. But wages were sharply reduced.

By the early 19305, the population of the area from
Curling to Humbermouth had reached 10,000. Anumber
of new churches were built: the Anglican Church of 51.
John the Evangelist in 1934, and the Roman Catholic
Holy Redeemer Cathedral on Mount Bernard was com­
DIeted in January 1955. The Methodist and Congregation-



cia} History of a Paper TO"'n, "Devotees say that its
greatest hazard is the scenery, which practically murd­
ers your concentration."

Regina High School for Boys on Mount Bernard
Avenue was started by the Irish Christian Brothers. St.
Bernard's Academy (Roman Catholic high schoo» was
built in 1943. The Bank of Nova Scotia opened on West
Street in 1946 and then moved to Main Street two years
later. The Canadian Bank of Commerce opened a branch
in 1947, and the Royal Bank of Canada followed some
time later

In 1949, Charles H Ballam gained a record 7,174 votes
to win the Humber seat. The district was divided into
Humber West and Ea~t in 1956. Ballam served as the
member for Humber West until he retired in 1966 when
J.R Smallwood took the seat. J.D. Forseywas tbeHum­
her East member unlil 1962. Clyde Wells won the seat
in a very close race in 1966, defeating the mcumbent, Dr
Noel Murphy. Herman M. Batten was the federal mem­
ber for Humber-St. George from 1953 to 1968 following
W.R Kent

The Bowater mill produced 400 tons of newsprint a
day, which increased to 950 tons a day by 1949, when 150
tons of sulphite pulp were abo being produced. The 1949
total of 300,000 tons of newsprint and 55,000 tons of sul­
phite made it the largest newspnnt mill in the world.
Pulpwood came by water by natural now down the Hum­
ber River, tug tow and four converted tank landing ships,
and by railway. The tank landing ships were first used
as barges in 1949 and could carry 200 cords each

Limestone came from the Humber Gorge four miles
east of Corner Brook and later the Dormston Quarry two
miles to the southeast where the deposits included black
marble. In 1951, the mill produced 288,700 tons of
newsprint, 42,000 tons of sulphite, 6,000 tons of pulp and
3,000 tons of groundwood.

While Townsite enjoyed good municipal services, con­
ditions deteriorated in neighboring communities until
Corner Brook West became incorporated in 1942. Corn­
er Brook East followed in 1948, when the first council had
Allison Bugden as mayor, with Alex Fisher, Arch
Lawrence, Albert Hounsell, Clayton Jones and Gordon
Wheeler as councillors. The Humber Municipal Associ·
alion was formed in 1949, and one of its first acts was
to caJl the first convention of Newfoundland municipal­
ities which set up the Federation of Municipalities.

Bowater's remained responsible for Townsite but
agreed to hand over control to an elected council as long
as the company had a majority of members. In 1952, the
voters elected George Forsey, John C. Crocker and R.L.

The Comer Brook PubUc School, Wesl Street, 1946. The
Comer Brook Holiday Inn now occup&es the site. (C.R. TIb­
bo photo)
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Corner Brook agricultural and Industrial fair heid at the
rink, 1947. The snels now ABM Building Supplies. (C.R.
Tlbbo photo)

Martin, and Bowater's appointed H.M. Spencer Lewin,
Gerald Penney, J.C. Fitzgerald, andJ.C. Wylie. By 1951,
13,000 people lived in Corner Brook and its suburbs, and
4,800 people Jived in Humbermouth and Curling. Resi­
dents had been given the opportunity to buy their houses,
and Bowater's owned just IOJ of the 483 houses in Town­
site, with owners of residential property paying a tax
rate of 6 mills to the company.

In 1950, Corner Brook West had a population of7,SOO.
Water and sewer were available to 250 homes and water
only to another 135. The town levied municipal, enter·
tainment, property, water, coal, stock, poll and vehicle
taxes. Corner Brook East had 3,500 residents but had no
municipal water or sewer. The town levied the same
taxes as Corner Brook West. Humbermouth was an unin­
corporated community of 1,000.

The Goldenberg Report, funded by Bowater's, hedged
on the Humber Municipal Association's recommenda­
tion of amalgamation to solve the chronic problems of
water, sewers and roads. Goldenberg recommended a
central fire system and administration, but not amalaga­
malion, Corner Brook West and Curling had volunteer
fire brigades, and Townsite was covered by Bowater's.
Bowater's agreed to pay $110,000 a year in lieu of
property taxes and the Newfoundland government es­
tablished its own payments of $125,000, $100,000 and
$75,000 in the first three years.

ASchool Tax Act was passed by the House of Assem­
bly in 1954, but the Corner Brook School Tax Authority
met instant opposition the next year. A three-man Com­
mission of Enquiry recommended acceptance of the
school tax, but the light was taken to the Supreme Court
of Newfoundland which eventually upheld the School Tax
Act. Corner Brook also had the first amalgamated school
board and the first regional high school, established in
1954.

A 1955 plebiscite indicated 65 per cent support for
amalgamation of the communities, and subsequently,
the City of Corner Brook was formed from the amalga­
mation of OJrling, Corner Brook West, Townsite and
Corner Brook East. The City of Comer Brook Act was
passed and the first council elected had Allison Bugden
as ma)-or, and Art Cohen, D. Hiscock, William MaxweU,
P.J. Griffin, Steve Rowsell, Dick Lawrence, Basil R.
Pryde and AJ Kawaja as councillors. City Hall opened
the follOWing year

Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip visited Corner
Brook on June 19, 1959, and the city expanded its com­
munications systems. CFCB was opened in 1960 by the
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A paper boat loading at No.1 berth, Western Terminals,
1947. (C.R. Tlbbo photo)

Humber Valley Broadcasting Company, and CBYT was
opened by CBC in the 19508. Television stations were es­
tablished by CBC (CBY-TV), and by NTV (CJWN-TV),
and the telephone system had been taken over by the
Avalon Telephone Company in 1950.

The 1961 population was 25,185 when Corner Brook had
21 places of worship: four each Roman Catholic and An­
glican, three United, two each Salvation Army and Pen­
tecostal Assembly, and one each Seventh-Day Adventist,
Presbyterian, First Baptist Church, Jehovah's Witness
and Plymouth Brethren, and a Jewish synagogue. By
1962, there were 20 elementary schools under 12 school
boards, 10 of them denominational and two jointly ad­
ministered by the Anglican and United Churches. There
were also three regional high schools and the all-grade
Sacred Heart School in Curling, with 1,349 students.

In all, the service industry employed 2,760, the
manufacturing sector 2,475, transportation and commu­
nication 1,305 and construction 1,290. In 1962, the
Bowater's mill employed a third of the labor force of
5,000, and in August 1965, 65 Bowater employees reached
40 years' service.

Work of the early councils was hampered by the poor
state of municipal services outside Townsite. Parts of
Corner Brook and Curling were still on wells, and only
Townsite had both storm and sanitary sewers. Debts ac­
cumulated with a $7-million capital debt, a deficit of
$653,000 on current account plus $62,000 on utilities. In
1963, a special session of the House of Assembly dissolved
the Council, and appointed Allison Bugden chairman of
a temporary commission, which also included Benjamin
Pryde and William Cossitt (Mr. Pryde was replaced by
Frazer W. Robbins in October 1964J.

The Commission obtained $125,000 each from
Bowater's and the provincial government. Property and

Westport Inn on Main Street, 1949, was Bowatera' ataft
house. (C.R. Tlbbo photo)

vehicle rates were doubled, business rates reviewed and
substantially increased, and both Bowater's and the
province increased their contributions. Revenue in 1964
and 1965 was much higher than in 1962 and 1963, and the
City had a surplus in 1964, although the overall deficit
remained high on January 1, 1966.

A 1966 report recommended a gradual return to local
government, utilizing the Commission, Financial Plan­
ning Board and Department of Municipal Affairs. In
1967, a plebiscite supported a return to an elected coun­
cil, and a vote held on June 28, 1967, elected Dr. Noel
Murphy as mayor. The current account deficit was
cleared by 1971, and an Economic Development Com­
mittee was created to provide planning guidelines (it

later became the Corner Brook Economic Development
Corporation Ltd.). Two shopping plazas, a harbor arteri­
al road, two industrial parks and improvements to deep­
water harbor facilities were added in the 19708 and 19805.
The port handled 44,500 tons of general cargo in 1964, and
800,000 tons in 1975 (excluding wood pulp).

The 1960s and 19708 saw a resurgence of economic ac­
tivity in Corner Brook, which had its pulp and paper mill,
a cement plant, a gypsum plant, a construction compa­
ny and three fish-processing plants. The Atlantic Gyp­
sum wharf was swept away by ice in April 1964, but a
new wharf for Western Terminals Ltd. was started in

International Pulp and Paper plant In the 1950. (photo
courtesy of Stlll.nd Moving Imagu collection, Provincial
Archlvea of Newfoundland and Labrador)

1969 and completed in 1971, and a 190-ft. extension ad­
ded in 1974.

A sanitorium for tuberculosis patients had been reno­
vated and amalgamated with the Western Memorial
Hospital with Dr. E.S. Peters as superintendent of the
sanatorium, and the Inter·Faith Home was built in 1972.
Help had been provided by the Commission of Govern­
ment to the Western Memorial Hospital in the late 1940s,
construction of a new hospital started in 1947 and opened
January 5, 1951, with 106 beds. The old hospital on West
Street closed in 1965. The West Coast Sanatorium trans­
ferred to Western Memorial Hospital as the Chistopher
Fisher Division in 1964. A Nurses Training School opened
in September 1969 with the first two-year nursing pro­
gram in Newfoundland. The residence, Monaghan Hall,
was named after Dr. Theodore Thomas Monaghan, a
doctor at Corner Brook Hospital 1941-1978, who died in
1986. The new wing opened in April 1976, and Western
Memorial Regional Hospital opened March 26, 1977.

Corner Brook also received an Arts and Culture Centre
completed in 1968 built with funds from the Newfound­
land government, Bowater Newfoundland Limited and
Lundrigans Limited. West Valley Road is one of the
original streets and was extended in 1968 to provide ac­
cess to the TCH. O'Connell Drive was built in 1965, and



the Arterial Route was built in 1974 to replace Riverside
Drive.

In 1975, Corner Brook had 16 elementary and high
schools under the control of the Integrated School Board,
10 under the Roman Catholic School Board, and one
school administered by the Seventh·Day Adventist
School Board.

The western branch of Memorial University of New­
foundland opened October 24, 1975, and was renamed Sir
Wilfred Grenfell College in 1979 to honor the man who
had done so much to improve the standard of living in
western Newfoundland. The College provides first· and
second-year courses. The Vocational School, which had
been opened in the 19605, was renamed Fisher Techni­
cal College in February 1985 to honor Christopher Fish­
er, and the School of Fine Arts was opened on the Sir
Wilfred Grenfell College campus in September 1988.

The cement plant employed 120 people in the 19705 and
supplied cement for the hydroelectric facilities in
Labrador. Gypsum from Flat Bay to the west was
processed in a plant owned by the Newfoundland govern­
ment and managed by Lundrigan's Limited. The com­
pany produced wallboard and drywall panelling and in
1981 employed 95 people. Federal government (DREE)
money helped build schools, water and sewer, the 33·acre
Maple Valley Industrial Park ($764,000) opened in 1973,
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the area today

Corner Brook Mayor Ray Pollett

Mayor of a growing burg

The "cup and Mucer" with the Corner Brook Pulp and Paper Mill nestled In
Its bowl.

.. It's lrue there was some un­
certainly here in recenl years,"
says Corner Brook mayor Ray
Pollett, "but that's all over oow.
Corner Brook is like a cup and
saucer that's overflowing, we're
expanding up over the rim of the
valley into our outskirts. We're
just slarting out on a IO-year
residential development plan, the
established businesses in the area
are doing exceptionally well, and
new industries are making en­
quiries."

Natives of Buchans, Mayor
Pollett's family moved to Corner
Brook when he was 12. He worked
with the mill for 10 years, then
ran his own real estate company
for 25. serving on council from
1975 to 1979, he was elected the ci­
ty's fifth mayor in November
1985. He now thinks he deserves
to be considered a Corner
Brooker, and were it not for the
abundant evidence of prosperity
to be seen on nearly every corn­
er, his overwhelming enthusiasm
about his adopted hometown's fu­
ture might be dismissed as polit­
ical exaggeration.

With today's population or

Corner Brook mayor Ray Pollett,

more than 24,000, Corner Brook
began as a sawmill operation in
1864 and had become a booming
pulp and paper town by the
mid-192OS. Complacency set in
and Corner Brook during
Bowater's heyday was accurate­
ly assessed as a one-horse-town.
When Bowaler's departure threa­
tened the primary industry, there
was widespread concern the city
would die.

"Our population was up to
nearly 30,000 at one time," says
Mr. Pollett, "but by the time
Bowaters left we had dropped to
well below where we are now,
Partor the falling away was pe0­
ple moving to outlying areas such
as Pasadena and Steady Brook,
as well as both sides of the Bay
of Islands, to avoid the city lax­
es. Many of those who left are
returning now because they
missed the infrastructure they
needed for their families." In 1988
there were 135 housing starts as
compared to about 100 in 1987,
and as a result, Mr. Pollett says
residential land became scarce
toward the end of the year. But
with developers' opening up land
to the west, there should be
plenty of lots available in 1989.
"Residential expansion is main­
ly in the O'Connell Drive-Country
Road Extension area, out
towards the Ring Road. We're
designated a residenta] growth
area-one developer alone has a
100-10t sutxlivision started. We're
dealing with another, and New­
foundland and Labrador Housing
has land in that area as welL

"We had more than $22 million
in construction in Corner Brook
in 1987, the best year ever. The
fine arts college was included in
the total but we're confident a lot
of new buildings will be going
up-we've just had a new hotel
open on the highway, and with the
harbor development, when the
figures are in for 1988 it will prove
to be even better."

He admits most of the new de­
velopment would not have gone
ahead if Kruger had not taken
over the mill, but says the econo­
my no longer relies entirely upon
the success or failure of the pulp
and paper industry.
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RENOVATIONS,
MAJOR

PROJECTS,
AND NEW HOMES

FOR ALL

will bring all kinds of people,
making Corner Brook truly a
four-season tourist resort. And it
will be the crown jewel in the 1999
Canada Winter Games. Marble
Mountain was the best-kept
secret in the world, but we
couldn't sell our product until we
were ready to service it, and now
we are. In the summer we have
salmon fishing and touring of the
Bay of Islands, not to mention be­
ing a base for expeditions to Gros
Morne Park. We have good hunt­
ing in the fall and we have a lot
to offer naturalists year round.
Simply put, Corner Brook is the
most beautiful city in the world,"

Mr. PolleU may be biased in
his assessment of bis city's
charms, but there's no denying
the air of anticipation among
Corner Brookers. It's as though
they sense something big is about
to happen. l"l:I

BUILDING.

along with the container ships
we're already committed to, but
the cruise lines seem to like it
here in our city and they'll be
back."

The development of Marble
Mountain is yet another cause for
optimism in Corner Brook. "It

Cur1ing, looking towards MI. Moriah

"Our budget will be over $t6
million, while in 1988 it was
$15,743,000. Besides the inflation­
ary trend, the budget is up be­
cause our tax base is growing.
One reason is the harbor develoJr"
ment, a $15.7 million federal
government project that will see
wharfage and the containeriza­
tion platform at Seal Head im­
proved. With the demise of the
railway there has been an in­
crease in water traffic and our
harbor will become more impor­
tant each year."

Another project to improve
freight-handling capabilities of
the city is the proposed construc­
tion of a marine drive. "About
half the design is final now but we
have yet to decide where we'll go
west of the oil companies. Since
the railway is gone, we may be
able to use some of their right-<>f­
way to complete the roadway
right to the marina," explains
Mr. PolleU.

With the marine drive provid­
ing easy access to the marina in
Curling, the city plans to build a
park at BartleU's Point, 6.5 acres
of land just west of the marina.
"There's no funding for that
project at the moment, but we're
cost-sharing the park-marina
study with the marina manage­
ment, and when the money is
available, we'll know exactly
what we want to do."

Mayor Pollett hasn't given up
on the cruise business either.
"With the wharf in turmoil for
another year we'll have trouble
accommodating cruise ships



It's no mystery why Walter
Simms, 76, loves boats, all kinds
of boats. "When I was a boy on
Pass Island, Fortune Bay, I
watched the boats in the tickle all
day from the time I got up in the
morning until I could see the
lights on the rigging at night
when I went to bed. It's part of
me.

"My grandfather, George Pier­
cey, was a boatbuilder and I used
to watch and learn from him, and
I built my first model when I was
about 10. It was crude, nothing
fancy. I built my first real boat
when I retired."

Mr. Simms became a teacher
in Burgeo and was transferred to
Corner Brook 43 years ago. He
went to work for Bowaters em­
ployees' benefit and welfare as­
sociation where a sailmaker
taught him to read blueprints, a
skill that allowed him to build the
exact scale models of actual
ships he's so proud of.

"This one's my baby," hesays
of a magnificent replica of the
Bluenose I. "!turned the gas can,
water jug and bail bucket all on
the lathe. I even made a jigger,"
he says, examining the perfectly
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Waltef Simms

Keeper of our treasures

>
Walter Simms displays his favorite model, an exact replica of the Bluenose I.

proportioned miniatures one at a years ago."
time. "The only parts I bought He describes how he built the
were the anchor chain and lights four-foot-long model. "I planked
on the rigging." her deck, piece by piece, exactly

Mr. Simms says he could easi- like a real schooner, and turned
ly sell it for $1,000 or $1,500, but all the parts on the lathe, includ­
that's not why he built it. "It's for ing the wheel and blubber bar­
the love of it. rels. I made a paper pattern for

"I bought the blueprints of the the sails, laid it on cloth and cut
Bluenose from the Smithsonian them out. They aren't hemmed,
Institution in Washington for but the edges are fused with a
about $40. The lumber, pattern special material.
sugar pine like they use to make "Then I rigged and handpaint­
patterns in a foundry, comes ed it, except for the stripe-that's
from a lumber yard in Halifax one of those decal kits." He then
and cost $10 a board foot 10 or 12 points out the detailed design on

the bow, "I did that with a
toothpick."

He examines the detailing with
satisfaction and continues, "I
remember when I was building
her I dreamed about something
from my boyhood, part of a ship
pertaining to the windlass that I
forgot. I got right out of bed in the
middle of the night, crept down­
stairs and made a rough model of
it because I was afraid I might
forget when I woke up in the
morning. The next day I made it
properly."

It seems the littlest things are,. ,Co""',,,,,,, those he's proudest of. He points
-,......_-". I to what looks like a tiny horse-

shoe, about a quarter-inch
Glynmiil Pond 43 years ago, as Mr. Simms would have seen It when he first across, with a screw connecting
arrived In Corner Brook. (C.R. Tlbbo photo) the tips. "This shackle joins two



pieces of chain together and that
little screw in the bottom really
works. I was amazed when I
finished that, I'm still not sure
how I did it."

The Bluenose will likely be the
last of its type for Mr. Simms be­
cause he's unable to rig the sails
anymore. "I cut my hand about
four years ago on a circular saw.
I had 30 stitches in it." It healed
but working with the fine lines
now proves too difficult.

"There are 62 blocks on a fully
rigged ship, and to make those
leads for the rope to go through
I'd hold the block between my fin­
gers and file it. When I'd get four
or five leads filed, my finger
would bleed and I would have to
wait for it to heal up before I
could file more. My fingers are
really torn up, so I build dories
now," he says.

Nonetheless, he has found ways
to make even the simplest of
boats challenging projects.
"Years ago the pipe of the coal
stove on a boat could be turned
any way at all, with the wind.
This one," he says, pointing to a
bent, perfectly formed black pipe
about two inches long, "was a
brass refill from a ballpoint pen.
I bent it with heat and soldered
it."

In another dory he's buill a ful­
ly functional in-board motor. "I
bought the engine in a hobby shop
but the housing and the rest of the
boat I made myself. I tried it in
the bathtub and it works, just like
the real thing."

While Mr. Simms can no longer
build all the boats he'd like, he
takes great pleasure in his huge
collection of photographs. "I've
got pictures of the Alphabet Fleet
from the Argyle to the Meigle.
They belonged to Reid Newfound­
land before the Newfoundland

Notice to subscribers!
Change of address: When
you are sending us your
new address, please in­
clude your old address and
postal code to ensure your
subscription will continue
without interruption.

Raiway and finally Canadian Na­
tional Railways took them over."
He has pictures of the Portia and
the Prospero, the Segon., the
Bona vista , Burgeo and Bac­
calieu, too.

"Here's the Hopedale," he
says, opening a separate photo al­
bum full of 8" by 10" color prints.
"It's a very sad story. She burnt
on her last docking at Port aux
Basques and they didn't salvage
anything."

Mr. Simms cherishes New­
foundland's past, and at every op-
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portunity collects memorabilia
and records local history to be
preserved for future generations.
He's kept his father's Roy.l
Readers, for example, from
primer to Grade 6, and believes
he has one of the few full sets in
the province. But best of all, he
likes to build. "I wouldn't find
any joy lf I used one of those kits.
When you manufacture some­
thing, accomplish a job with your
hands that you created in your
own brain, there's the real satis­
faction." "
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