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Department of Forestry,
Wildlife and Parks

Government of Newfoundland
& Labrador

MESSAGE FROM THE
MINISTER OF

FORESTRY, WILDLIFE AND PARKS
AND THE MINISTER RESPONSIBLE

FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS

As the recently appointed Minister of Forestry , Wildl ife and Parks,
and Minister responsible for Native Affairs, I am looking forward with
great anticipation to the challenge of directing a department with respon­
sibility for renewable resources that are so important to the economy
and way of life for Newfoundlanders and Labradorians.

The forest sector continues to be one of the bright spots in our econ­
omy. In 1988, pulpwood and sawlog production reached the highest
levels in recent times and the value of newsprint shipments alone ex­
ceeded $500 million, representing nearly 20 per cent of manufacturing
GOP. The forest sector employs some 6,000 people directly and up to
6,000 indirectly.

The wildlife resources of the Province and in particular, the big game
species of moose, caribou and bear are extremely healthy . The fruits
of our management efforts are that in 1989 an ADDITIONAL 2,350
moose and 404 caribou licences are being issued.

Last year our 86 provincial parks provided recreational opportunities
for almost 2 million individuals. These facilities not only benefit the
residents of the province, who take advantage of the many opportunities
provided, but are a key component of our expanding tourism industry.

GARFIELD WARREN
Minister
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from the editor
As we are a bi-monthly publication, it is very

difficult to provide current information. But since
the beginning of 1989,so many things have hap­
pened or are about to happen that we can't ignore
them. We obviously run the risk of being out-of­
date before publication, even so, we've decided to
document some of these events for the record.

January and February brought the announce­
ments of the pending resignations of Premier Bri­
an Peckford and NDP leader Peter Fenwick
respectively . Now, we have two new leaders, PC
Premier Tom Rideout (the fourth premier since
Confederation) who defeated Len Simms, Neil
Windsor, Loyola Hearn. and Hal Barrett at the
Tory convention March II, and NDP Cle Newhook,
who defeated Gene Long on Mar ch 18. Clyde
Wells remains as Liberal leader.

March 'n , Premier Rideout announced a
smaller cabinet, 19down from 23. Dropped were
labor minister Ted Blanchard, and mines
minister, Jerry Dinn. Cabinet ministers, Haig
Young, Jim Russell and Hugh Twomey announced
their intention not to run in the next election, and
were dropped from the cabinet. Health minister
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John Collins, although he will not run in the elec ­
tion, retained his portfolio. Two new members
were named: James Hodder to cultural affairs,
tourism and historic resources, and Kevin Par­
sons to sport, recreation and youth.

Then, two days later, Premier Rideout called
an ejection for April 20, just within the 21 days'
prescribed notice. As this is being written, all
three political parties rushed to have 140 candi­
dates in place, and there are six independent can­
didates. Moreover, March 31 marked the 40th
anniversary of Newfoundland's Confederation
with Canada.

To turn to the national scene, finance minister
Michael Wilson seems determined to implement
a federal sales tax, interest rates are climbing.
Hibernia is delayed until the fall. there are rumors
taxes will be increased, and UIC criteria have
heen changed.

Newfoundland is an interesting place to be right
now.
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special section

Spaniard's Bay



history

Spaniard's Bay

Today's community of Spaniard's Bay is a collection
of several smaller settlements dating from the late 16005
and early 1700s. Maul-Tree Hill to the north of Mint Cove
Pond rises 500feet and ends in a steep slope to the east
at Northern Cove Pond. The name Maul-Tree referred
to stands of large gnarled trees used for making woo­
den hammers (or mauls). Mint Cove Pond is separated
from the bay by a small barachois pond over which the
first road was built in the late 1830s.The pond had a rich
growth of wild mint until landfill enabled. business
premises to be built. Back Cove to the south reached
from Chapel Point to as far as Green Head.

Most early settlers came from Dorset as crew on En­
glish fishing vessels. Many came were Bridport and
Poole, in England, and landed at Harbour Grace. Those
that remained over the winter acted as caretakers of
fishing plantations, fished in the summer and returned
to England the following fall hoping to become bye-boat
keepers later with their own boats and crews. The coast
from Bryant's Cove and Upper Island Cove to Spaniard's
Bay was open to the elements and less likely to be
claimed by merchants who preferred larger, sheltered
harbors.

The first family to settle in Spaniard's Bay may have
been the Baggs. Captain William Baggs sailed from
Poole around 1685and settled at Broad Cove, Concep­
tion Bay, b~t his son, Joseph, moved to Spaniard's Bay
where he died at the age of 90. William and Stephen
Baggs. from Poole were listed for Spaniard's Bay in 1715,
and Richard Baggs was listed for Northern Cove in 1802
as was John Butt. A John Chipman was also listed fo;
Newfoundland in 1706and could have been related to Wil­
liam Chipman of Mint Cove listed in 1798.Other early
families were those of Jonathan Sheppard listed for Mint
Cove in 1783,and William Vokey from Jersey who set­
tled around 1775.Philip Vokey lived in Port de Grave
Northern Cove and Spaniard's Bay 1787-99. '

James Kelly was listed for Green Head in 1805 and
Thomas Fitzgerald for Harbour Grace Parish in '1806.
William Peddle owned land at Green Head in 1803,and
Henry Seymour was listed in Spaniard's Bay in 1805.Fa­
mily traditions have Isaac Neil from Wales settling in
the 18405,and seven Neil brothers from Ireland arriv­
ing in Spaniard's Bay, Harbour Grace and the south
coast in the 1800s.Most settlers were Church of England,
but some were Roman Catholic.
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Holy Redeemer Anglican Church, SpanIard's Bay.

Eric Martin Gosse's The Settling ~{Spaniard's Bay
lists the families with property registered in the early
1800s. !he first detailed plantation records were pre­
pared III 1805and show some of the first families to set­
tle. The westernmost property was owned by William
Peddle at Green Head, and the adjoining land was oc­
cupied before 1815by Bartholomew Neil from Bryant's
Cove. Next to it was land registered in the name of
James Kelly and later sold to George Neil, and then the
fishing premises of Charles Noseworthy, William Port­
er and Thomas Noseworthy. William Porter had a house
built by 1796.

Back Cove had two families resident in 1795,those of
John Warford and Timothy Collins. John Warford sold
his property to Michael Farrell and John Gosse of
Bishop's Cove around 1800.Some properties in Mint Cove
belonged to Henry Sheppard and his son and were
registered in 1787-94. The firm of Bayliss and Donnelly
acquired the properties of both Francis Sheppard and
John Besom in about 1825,and William Donnelly oper­
ated the firm under his own name from 184{l to 1857when
he moved to Harbour Grace.

James Hutchings of Bishop's Cove may have married
into the Sheppard family in the early 1800sbecause most
of ~e Sheppard property was owned by the Hutchings
family by 1870. Jonathan Sheppard built the 34-ton
schooner Julia for William Danson in 1815, and John
Hutchings built the Providence in 1818.The last schooner
built was the 43-ton Helena built by George Hutchings
for John Patterson in 1881.

Another property was that of Robert Brown where
Holy Trinity Church was built in 184I-his name remains
in Brown's Road. Next to it was the William Chipman
plantation registered in 1798,and the dockyard and fish­
mg rooms of Robert and William Gosse, sons of Robert
Gosse Sr. who had plantations in Bishop's Cove before
1765. Robert Gosse Jr. built nine schooners in the
1804-1826 period, the largest being 96 tons. In 1833,Moses
Gosse built the 78-tonschooner Orestes at Northern Cove
and it went to the ice for the next 18springs. Joseph Port­
er, David Phelan and Henry Seymour also owned land,
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Spaniard 's Bay from Bishop's Cove shore road.

and Nathaniel Seymour built the 55-too schooner Ruby
for Captain Charles Dawe of Bay Roberts in 1879. ~
many as 20vessels from the Spaniard's Bay communi­
ties were fishing off Labrador in 1884,

John Butt and Philip Vokeyowned parcels of land. and
John Butt 's descendant, Captain Charles Butt . operat­
ed a 6O-tonschooner in the Labrador fishery and was a
well-known sealer. Philip Vokey was one of the original
settlers, although his plantation was not registered ~n­

til 1799, and Vokey's Shore was named after him .
Richard Baggs and Abram Barrett. too, had properties
in Northern Cove, Barrett's property was one of the lar­
gest in the area and may have originally been settled
by William Chipman in 1755.

Most of the earl y Irish settlers made their homes west
of Green Head near "Big Beach " and " Litt le Beach " .
They included the Ryan , Finn , Hammond, Flynn . Fit~­

patrick and Cain families. The first Roman Catholic
school was built in Mint Cove in 1843,and a church was
built at Chapel Point the next year.

Jonathan Sheppard and William Porter built schoon­
ers at Mint Cove and Green Head for merchants in Har ­
bour Grace a nd Bay Roberts, and many crew members
were from Spaniard's Bay , The Porters were one of the
earliest families -Richard Porter was appointed consta­
ble as ear ly as 1735. The sea l fishery started with local
fishermen taking their boats to the ice pack at the en­
trance to Conception Bay , but by 1800,merchants and
fishermen wa nted larger and stronger vessels .
Spaniard's Bay supplied sealing vessel s until 1857when
Harbour Grace took over until the age oC steam demand ­
ed ships too large to be built in smaller shipyards ,
although some were rebuilt at Mint Cove.

TIle 32-tonWilliam, built by William Porter Sr. for Wil­
liam Donnelly in 1818, fished until 1860when Porter's son
and grandson replaced her with a 44-ton replica and
sailed it to Labrador for eight summers. Grandson , WiI-

St. Anne'. Roman Catholic Chu rch In Span iard 's Bay.

Ham Porter III, was both a shipbuilder and a n acc om­
plished master who commanded vessels for William
Donnelly and Punton and Muon (later John Munn and
Compan y) in Harbour Grace in the 18705. In 1873, he
rebuilt the 128-tonSneezer at Green Head , but his last
sailing ship never left the shipyard because by then most
merchants wanted stea mships. Captain Dick Neil sa iled
the 120-tonHebe and 55-ton Ruby built by Nathanie l Sey­
mour in Spaniard's Bay in 1879.

William Donnelly was an apprentice to John Fergus ,
a Bay Roberts merchant, and se t up his own business
in Mint Cove in 1825and had two brigs and two schoon­
ers by 1840. In the mid·1SOOs, Donnelly sent vessels to
the ice each year. The brigs Earl Grey and Despatch
were replaced by the Malvina and Jemima in the 1840s,
and his schooners Elizabeth and Clarinda were joined
by a third schooner, the James, in 1849. Donnelly then
moved his operations to Harbour Grace in 1857, but con­
tinued to suppl y vessels from Mint Cove until 1874.

Donnelly's fleet of sailing vesse ls provided work for
more than 230men and he also served as a mag istrate
and philanthropist. He married John Fergus's daugh ­
ter , Isa bella, in 1842, but she died the next summ er while
bearing his son. and was buried next to her father in the
old cemetery overlooking Fergus Island at Mercer's
Cove, Bay Roberts . W.J .S. I,X>nnelly t~k ove~ .his
fat her 's business and had a Wide and varied political
career from 1874 to 1899. He was NewfoundIand's Inspec­
tor of Customs from 1901 unti l his death in 1914.

Robert Gosse IV was a nephew of the Bishop's Cove
Gasses and one of the sons of Mary Gosse of Bishop's
Cove. Afler marrying Eliza Stokes of Cape Freels in 1865
when mas ter of the 42-ton Victoria, he built a home at
Gree n Head on land bought from the estate of Willia m
Coady and started a shipya rd of his own, building the
37-ton Industry for John Munn and Company and four
other schooners , then becoming master oC the 14~ton

Creole and the SSMastiff. In 1886, he started a business
with his two sons, George and Martin , and in 1889,had
command of the 559-tonSSVanguard, which enabled him
to continue as one of the most prominent sealing masters
in the 18908.

Another member of the Gosse family, Nathaniel ,
sailed the 42-tonMartha Maria for Pu nton and Munn for
20years from 1843and then built the Friendly Brothers

.:~~ •• " s a~~'
~~. lion Charter you
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The view from Church Hilt In the 1960s , The Sto ne House
Is Just at the botto m of the hili. (Photo courtesy Ray Murrin)

with his seven sons. Mark Gosse Sr . took over the ves­
sel from his father until 1890 when the partnership was
ended . He then rebuilt the Nstive Lass at Green Head
before leaving for New England after the 1894 bank
crash. When he returned to Spaniard 's Bay in 1899 he
switched to lumbering founding Mark Gosse and Son in
1901. The company supplied manufactured lumber
products to the iron ore mines on Bell Island. The only
brother to continue in the fishery, Josiah, was master
of the 52-tonschooner, Royal Arch , but all sevenbrothers
became successful businessmen. Thebank crash of 1894
ended John Muon and Company and their four sealing
steamships, the Vanguard, MasUff , Greenland and
Iceland , were sold off, thus ending the Spaniard's Bay
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sealing industry .
Fortunately, the firm of John F . Sheppard was well

established in Mint Cove by this time. Started in 1883,
when John and his brother George arrived as indepen ­
dent blacksmiths and bought land from Jonathan Hutch­
ings for a forge, the business later included a general
store and supply business. John was also involved in the
Labrador fishery and was oneof the main entrepreneurs
in Spaniard's Bay in the early 19005. One of his projects
involved dredging Mint Cove to allow larger vessels to
dock .

After 1812, children from Northern Cove, Mint Cove
and Green Head attended the Society for the Propaga­
tion of the Gospel (S.P, G.) day school in Bay Roberts.
In 1829, the Newfoundland School Society opened a school
in Northern Cove where Joseph Griffin and his wife
taught until 1842.The Right Reverend Aubrey Spencer,
the first Church of England Bishop of Newfoundland ,
visited the area in 1841 and was sufficiently impressed
by Mr. Griffin to ordain him and appoint him rect or of
the Spaniard's Bay parish. The Griffins left Spaniard's
Bay in 1846 and were succeeded by the Reverend W.H.
Taylor. In 1844, the Roman Catholic church at Chapel
Point in Mint Cove was completed and the day school
had 25 pupils . Both buildings owed much to William Don­
Deily who provided some of the money and labor re­
quired .

Spaniard's Bay had a population of 715 by 1845. The
515 Church of England residents had a church and a
school with 151pupils , and the 198Roman Catholic resi­
dents had built a church. There were nine merchants in
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the community and four large schooners took part in the
seal fishery . Religious problems' caused riots in
Spaniard's Bay and Upper Island Cove in the 18605, and
the Spaniard's Bay Loyal Orange Association even set
up an armed barricade in 1883 following a gunfight in
Riverhead, the famous Harbour Grace Affray.

Spaniard's Bay continued to grow at a rapid rate with
1,331residents by 1874.Most were involved in the inshore
fishery, which landed 13,482quintals of cod, 659 barrels
of herring and 12 barrels of salmon in 1873, but 38 men
also sailed on five sealing schooners . Many residents
kept sheep, pigs and goats. The Church of England
school at Northern Cove Pond was destroyed by fire in
1875but rebuilt to accommodate both local children and
those from Tilton. It had an elementary and high school
below the parish hall-Benjamin Squires and his wife
were the teachers at Spaniard's Bay and Green Head
after 1875 when more than 200 children attended the
school.

A new Church of England church was built on the hill
in 1891, and the first Holy Redeemer School was built
by the Church of England in 1909. The Methodists did
not become established until the 18805when meetings
were held in Harry Gosse's house in Northern Cove un­
til a church was built in Spaniard's Bay at the foot of
Baker's Hill in 1894.

The population reached 1,421 residents by 1911, and
there were four Church of England schools with five
teachers and 173 pupils, and a Roman Catholic school
with 45 pupils. A total of 72 men were listed as miners
and 67 as mechanics, about half the number listed for
the various fisheries, and there were several teachers,

Jxi..U.N. Extension A rts
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or call
737-8575

Division 01 Exten sion ServIce
Scnool 01 General and Continuing Stud ies

and Exte nsio n
MemorIal University of Newfo undland

The United Church , Spaniard's Bay.

merchants, farmers, and clerks living in the communi ­
ty which had the only postal telegraph office. A total of
189 men, 52 women and five children went to the
Labrador and landed 2,879 quintals of cod in 1910, but
the inshore fishery with 13 fishermen landed only 105
quinta ls. The l00-trap lobster fishery fared even worse ,
packing just five cases at the local factor y.

In 1911,nearby Goddenville had 62 Church of England
and Roman Catholic residents equally employed in the
fishery and the Bell Island mines . The community had
its own Church of England church and one-room school
with 11 pupils even though there were only 14 resident
families. Its population dipped to 41 in eight families by
1935. The community is no longer shown on maps.

Meanwhile, by 1935,Spaniard's Bay's population had
dropped to 1,221in 255 mainly Church of Eng land fami­
lies, but 15 businesses were listed for the community
which had become the service centre for the region . In­
shore fishermen operated 29dories, five motorboats and
two auxiliary schooners, and a total of 111 horses, 230
sheep, 153 goats, 42cows, 11pigs and 1,850chickens were
raised on 281 acres. A new Holy Redeemer School was
built in 1953 for 400pupils and replaced by another school
in 1981, when there were 496students from Spaniard 's
Bay and Tilton.

Dr. Clarence Gosse, born at Spaniard's Bay in 1912,
a distinguished physician and surgeon, became
Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia 1973-78.

The community was incorporated in 1965, and its 1981
population was 2,125, which rose to 2,190 in 1986. Most'
employment for men is in the construction, repair, serv­
ice, and managerial, clerical and sales sectors , while
employment for women is largely in the processing, cler­
ical, and service sectors. t1
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Tilton

Tilton developed somewhat la ter than other commu­
nities in the area . Family tradition sta les a Singleton left
a British ship at Ca rbonea r in the early 1800s. Richard
Singleton is listed for Harbour Grace Pa r ish in 1843and
likel y was a resident of Tilton . Most ea rly se ttlers were
Church of England, but in 1856, Father P . Wa rd was the
Roman Catholic pries t at Tilton Harbour.

Permanent settlement of the land northwest of North­
ern Cove was not a tt empted in the early days of sett le­
ment , although winter tilts and cabins for woodcutters
led to the establishment of " Tilt Town". When a road
was completed in the 1840s, the com muni ty was officially
named Tilton, but its growth was slow unt il the railway
from St. John 's to Harbour Grace skirted Tilton Pond
in the 1880s. Tilton station served Spaniard's Bay and
the adjoining communities until the ra ilway was rerout­
ed along the Conception Bay shore line . Israel Gosse's
son , Stephen, and his cousin , Rich a rd Gosse , were two
who promoted the moving of famili es from Bishop's Cove
to Tilton.

The Church of England school at Northern Cove Pond
was destroyed by fire in 1875but reb uilt to ac commo­
date both Spaniard's Bay children and those from Til­
ton where Stephen Gosse had been the schoolma ster. By
1911,Tilton had a population of 397, and the school had
45 pupils . There was also a Roma n Catholic school with
26 pupils . All 77 families were lis ted as fishermen­
farmers even though only 19 were report ed fishing , and
there were also 23miners and six mechani cs. Eight men , All Saints Ang ilcan Church.

51. Joh n's
Grand Falls
Corner Brook
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thr ee women and six children brought back 280 quintal s
of cod from Labrador, and two inshore fishermen land ­
ed 70 quintals .

Til ton had 386 residents in 1935. There was just one
business and two motorboats listed , and 78 cleared acres
supported horses , sheep, goats and cattle. During the
1940smost men worked outside the community, but the
population grew after incorporation in 1972. Its 1981popu­
lation was 575(568in 1986). Male employment is equal­
ly spread throughout all sectors, while half of fema le
employment is in processing. All Saints is part of the
Spaniard 's Bay Parish, but there has never been a Ro­
man Catholic church in Tilton. Roman Catholics attend
church in Riverhead or Spaniard's Bay . Both the Angli­
can Church and the Orange Lodge still play an impor­
tant role in the community. "'

Bishop's Cove

Memories of yesteryear-this Intriguing carnage Is on dl.
play In Upper Island Cove.

This community was named Bread and Cheese Cove
in early reports. "Bread and cheese" was a local name
lor the yellow toadllax brought lrom England. The plant
is also referred to as "bread and butter" or " butter and
eggs" in various parts of Newfoundland because of its
yellow-and-orange Dowers. It is still a common wildflow­
er in many parts of the province . Others claim the name
comes from the local name for the leaf and berry of the
hawthorn tree . A pond to the northeast of Bishop's Cove
is slill called Bread and Cheese Pond . The local residents
may have tried to change the name in 1827when the
Right Reverend John Inglis , Bishop 01Nova SCotia, con­
secrated the first Church of England church, but the
name was not actually adopted until 1842.

Family tradition states that a Smith from England set­
tled in Bread and Cheese Cove around 1710, and William
Smith was listed in 1785on property dating back to 1705.
The first recorded settler was Sarah Barrett in 1755,but
John Barrett probably settled at Bread and Cheese Cove
in the mid-1700s. Most settlers came from the English

Cooper'. Head, Bishop 's Cove.

West Country and included J . Smith and John Percey
by 1763.William Noseworthy by 1765. and Richard Goose,
John Hutchins, and Francis Piddle by 1775. While Bread
and Cheese Cove was Church of England, neighboring
Cooper's Head was largely Roman Catholic and was fIrst
settled in 1780, when the Brian and Quilty families ar­
rived from Ireland. Matthew Minshon in 1801was like-­
ly the first of the Menchions family connection. The
Lynch family moved from Upper Island Cove, as did an
Adams lamily-both bought land lrom the Quiltys .

Early settlement patterns are minutely described by
Eric Martin Gosse in his history, The settling of
Spaniard's Bay, using information from the 1805Plan­
tation Book . The earliest registered plantation in the
area was that of Sarah Barrett of Bishop 's Cove in 1755.
She was probably related to Abram and David Barrett
but ra n the fishing enterprise herself, unusual for the
time . David Barrett occupied the next property before
1782when he married Mary Gosse . Although many Bar ­
rett family members have left , there are still more than
50 Barrett families in the Spaniard's Bay area .

Thomas Smith, George Baker and Jane Smith owned
the next properties-Baker's name is retained in Bak ­
er's Hill. Jane Smith's property was registered in 1763,
and John Smith 's in 1785.In 1775, James Hutchings laid
claim to unoccupied land to the east and John Hutchings
built schooners there, but the Hutchings family moved
to Mint Cove later, as had John Besom earlier. ASmith
daughter married William Clarke from Spoon Cove a nd
he settled on Smith family land .

The children of Richard Gosse Jr. were orphans a nd
lived on land inherited from their grandfather, Richard
Sr. At least three married into neighboring famili es .
Robert Gosse Sr . was from Bridport, England, and a r­
rived at Harbour Grace with his brother Richard . The
two were said to be journeyman shipwrights who were
leased land by John Clements, a prominent merchant
in Harbour Grace, and acted as his agents . The Gosses
built a dockyard in Northern Cove as early as 1790and
had a very successful business which was taken over in
1794by Robert 's wife Catherine who ran it until her death
in 1818. Robert Gosse Jr., her master shipbuilder son ,
expanded both the dockyard in Northern Cove and the
family business in Bishop's Cove. Four of his five sons,
Moses , Israel , Robert III and Solomon , built vessels in
Bishop's Cove. In all, the Goosesbuilt 36schooners, three
brigs and a brigantine from 1804-1877.



The Orange Lodge In Bishop 's Cove.

Moses and Israel Gosse were shipwrights, commls­
sion agents, and dealers in fish ing supplies and dried
fish. Israel Gosse added the Pomoma to the seali ng fleet
in 1843. In later years, the brot hers outfitted the 97-ton
brigantine Romp with Moses Gosse Jr. as master, and
it went to the ice until 1857 whe n the main supplier, Wil­
liam Donnelly in Mint Cove, moved to Harbour Grace.
When the inshore rishery sta rted to fail after 1813,many
fishermen began to fish the Bonavi sta Straigh t Shore ,
where most vessels were small, less than 43 tons-by
1354.more than 300fisher men were centred a t Cat Har ­
bour (Lumsden ). The smallest vessel was Israel Gosse's
2.5-tonClipper . When fishermen and merchants sa iled
to Labrador by 1870, lar ger vessels were built, includ­
ing the 139-ton Margaret Ann skippered by Geor ge
Collins.

Rober t Gosse IV was one of six sons of Mary Gosse
who took ove r her husba nd's business in 1863.He took
com ma nd of the ez-ton Victoria he had helped build. He
later moved to Spa nia rd 's Bay where he beca me known
as e'Anti Bob" beca use of his opposition to Confedera­
tion with Canada. Isr ael Gosse died in Bishop's Cove in
1876, and Moses died 10years la ter and was buried in
the Church of England cem etery in Northe rn Cove.

Jacob, William and Isaac Smith all owned property
in Bishop's Cove, and Fr ancis Peddle also had land next
to them . Elliam Smith's gr andfa ther may have been the
first settler in Bishop's Cove since the property was
claimed to have dat ed from 1695. Jacob Smith purc hased
land from William Noseworthy for 10pounds sterling and
a heifer in 1763, but the value of land in the community
had increased by 1787 when Robert Gosse pa id 170
pounds sterling for J ohn Clements ' land .

In 1829. the Newfoundland School Society opened
schools in Northern Cove and Bishop's Cove, and Roma n
Catholics attended the schools for 10years until they built
a school. The Society had pla nned a school for Roma n

St . John the Evangeli st Anglican Church In Bishop 's Cove.
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Catho lic pupils at Spoon Cove. A Church of Eng land
school was built in Bishop's Cove by 1857when it had
49pup ils and Isa ac Hutchings as its teacher , and ope r­
ated until 1%5 when it was replaced by a two-room An­
glican school. The firs t church was built in 1862-63 for
the parish of Upper Island Cove. Religious strife reached
a peak in 1883when the Reverend Newell was saved from
a mob by a Roma n Catholic businessman, Mr. Dunne ,
a t Riverhead .

The population of Bishop's Cove increased rapidly
from 209in 1836to 305in 1845 and 434in 1869, and by 1843,
the Church of England community had a church. In 1874,
the population had dropped marginally to 413 in 63 fa­
milies . Thecommwtity's 117fishermen operated 32boats
and caught 5,319quintals of cod and 19 barrels of her­
ring . 'Thefishery was most active in the 18'roiwhen there
were three schooners which took 21men to the seal fish­
ery . The inshore cod fishery was the mainstay of the lo­
cal economy until the Labrador flshery and the seal hun t
increased in importance in the la te 18005.

Many families had moved to adjoining communities
by 1884when the population was just 289.Local residents
worked on Bell Island after 1895until the mines closed
in 1966, and others worked in Harbour Grace, Carbooear
and Bay Roberts. A total of 45 men, 14women and 9 chil ­
dren went (0 Labrador in 1910and caught 1.860quintals
of cod .

The 1935populatio n of 357included one businessman,
and local fishermen operated 19 dories and two moto r ­
boats . Families had cleared 99 acres and owned SO
horses, 23 cattle, five pigs, 156sheep and 35 goats. Te n
years later, most of the farming activity had ceasedand
many residents worked in bases at Goose Bay, Argen­
tia and on the mainland, and in the BeJllsland mines.

S1.John's school was replaced by an all-grade Angli­
can Church school opened in 1955,and closed in 1970. 'The
cornerstone for the third S1.J ohn the Evangelist Church
was laid in November 19Z7, and the church was con­
structed under the supervision of Harry Pike of
Spania rd 's Bay and completed in 1930. Several items,
including the bishop's chair, organ, bell and font , were
brought from the old ch urch . The Reverend Torraville
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would walk from Upper Island Cove to check whether
enough men were working on the church. Mrs. Doris
Barrett reported that one man was putting clapboard
on his barn when Mr. Torraville approached him. When
he claimed he wasn't a good enough carpenter to work
on the church, Mr. Torraville replied:
"Go on with you. You're putting that clapboard on so
tight, a mosquito would not even get his leg in."

Charity Jean Fowlow (1923·1979) was born in Bishop's
Cove. She worked with the Royal Canadian Air Force
until 1945 when she moved to Stephenville where she be­
came postmistress, councillor and mayor in 1969.She

Upper Island Cove

Upper Island Cove is one of the oldest communities
in the area, and most settlers came from Devon and
Ireland. The community was first mentioned as Island
Cove in Captain John Barry's report of 1675,and a 1693
report noted 14men, but no families. Among the earli­
est mentioned are John Young listed in 1780on property
said to date back to 1690,Joseph and William Drover on
property dating back to 1692,and John Crane listed in
1761 with property dating back to 1699.Another early
resident was Joseph Hussey listed in 1775on property
dating back to 1710. John Parsons and George Pynn were
listed in the mid-17005.Pynn sold his land to Francis
Jones who arrived from Wales via Harbour Grace. Wil­
liam Lilly was also involved in the bankfishery and lived
next to the Youngs and George Pynn until 1798.Henry
Hibbs also owned land in this area, and William Drover
received a grant of land in 1763.John Coombes is listed
for Upper Island Cove in 1781.William Crane was the
only resident of Spoon Cove and had several schooners
in the bank fishery in the early 17005. He sold his land
to Michael Power and moved to Upper Island Cove.

Landowners in the 1805Plantation Book and other
Colonial Office records included: at S)X)On Cove, Michael
Power and Nicholas Dobbin, and at Upper Island Cove,
William Sharpe, Joseph Drover, John Young, William
Baggs, James Byrne, William Drover, Francis Jones,
Henry and John Crane, Joseph, Jonathan and Robert
Hussey, Thomas Mercer, Elizabeth Lynch, William
Jones, Henry Bishop, James Mercer, John Lundrigan,
William Peddle, John Coombs and Philip Vokey. By 1805,
27 people owned land in Upper Island Cove, and most
had title back to the 17605or 17705.Upper Island Cove
always had a lot of farmland and was referred to as the
"walled city" because it had stone walls as high as eight
feet around the fields.

One of the stone walls In the "walled city".

was active in many service organizations and was select­
ed by Cneteleine magazine as one of the Canadian Wom­
en of the Year in 1974.

The community was incorporated in 1969.The 1981
population was 369,and 18lower in 1986. Over half men's
employment is in construction, and most women's ern­
ployment is in processing. While male unemployment
is low, female unemployment stood at 100per cent for
the 15-24 age group and 50per cent for those over 25.Most
employment is now in S1. John's but some people still
fish. dI

Young family gravestones from the early 1800s In a fiel d
In Upper Island Cove.

The first Church of England church, St. Peter's, was
started in 1815,but was still being built in 1820.The Right
Reve rend John Inglis, Bishop of Nova Scotia, sailed to
Upper Island Cove on the Orestesto inspect "a nea~ lit­
tle church" under construction. The Reverend J. King­
well was the first resident clergyman in 1850.and was
rep laced by the Reverend Charles Walsh in 1856.

The Reverend John Butt was full of praise for Richard
Wills (or Wells), the lay reader/teacher for the Socie­
ty for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG) in both Bread
and Cheese Cove and Upper Island Cove. Wills had 87
pupils in Sunday school and 92in day school. In 1829,the
Newfoundland School Society took over the SPG school
in Upper Island Cove. A new school was built between
Bishop's Cove and Upper Island Cove in 1839with an En­
glishman, Mr. Payne, as its teacher. Bishop S~~cer also
visited Upper Island Cove in 1841,when the joint New­
foundland School Society school had 227 pupils, about
half of them from Upper Island Cove. There were 731
residents, including 119Roman Catholics, in 1845. A third
school was built in the 1850s.The first Roman Catholic
school was built in 1842and also served as the church.

Upper Island Cove continued to grow and had a popu­
lation of 1,096by 1874.Most families were fishing, but
only one merchant was listed for the community. Inshore
fishermen landed 8,000quintals of cod and 56 barrels of
herring in 1873, but there was no mention of the Labrador
or seal fisheries. The best fishing was in the 18705, and
a decline continued to the 1920s. The seal fishery was also
important. James Crane owned a store in the 18905,as
did a Mr. Gosse. Many families moved to Riverhead and
Harbour Grace in the 18805,while others moved to Bell
Island for minework in the early 19005.

In 1901 the fourth Church of England school, S1.
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Sacred Heart Roman Catho lic Church

Peter's , was built , but the number of res idents in Up­
per Isla nd Cove and neighbor ing Spoon Cove dropped
to 904by 1911. There were , however, a total of 96men ,
nine women and two childr en fishing the Labrador,
although only 390quintals of cod were landed in 1910, but
the shore fishery was more successful with 2,100quin ­
tals of codlanded . The two communities listed 63miners .
Aubrey Greeley reports ther e were two Ileets of schoon­
ers out of Upper Island Cove going to the Grand Banks
and the Southern Shore from Ferryland to Ferm euse .
Many of the early residen ts fished orr Ferryland, and
the Youngs and Cranes continued to opera te western
boats there in the 19205 and 19305. In 1925a new school
was built by the 100 Roma n Catholic residents.

The combined population of SpoonCoveand Upper Is-

DECKS AWASH· 11

land Cove rose to 1,143by 1935,and there were 244fa ­
milies employed mainly in the insho re fishery.
Fishermen operated 32 dories and 13 motorboats from
19 fishing rooms, but the amount of gear and landings
were much lower than Bryant's Cove which had a quart­
er of the population of Spoon Cove and Upper Island
Cove. The two communities also raised far fewer
livestock, although 93 goats in Upper Island Cove and
63 pigs in Spoon Cove represented larger totals than
neighboring communities.

Several Upper Island Cove residents had businesses.
One of the first was John Young of Upper Island Cove,
who established a general retail business at Northern
Cove in the early 1900s.Max Young now lives in the ol­
dest house in the community-it is over 200years old.
Esau Adams owned a supply store in Upper Is la nd Cove
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and sent vessels to Labrador in the 1930sand 1940s, while
his son, Raymond Adams, in 1930opened a herring fac­
tory that operated for five years. A Mr. Hussey also had
a fish oil factory in the early 19205, and a number of
general stores opened in the mid-I900s.

Josiah Lundrigan. who fished with Captain Adams in
Labrador, had a sawmill and opened a lumber business
in the 19505. Logs were cut on the Salmonier Line and
lumber was brought in from the mainland. Josiah and
his wife, Cavell , opened a store in 1965and sold dry
goods, hardware and furniture with the help of their
three sons and four daughters . The mill closed when their
oldest son. Clifford. died, but the store continues to oper­
ate below where it used to be and is packed with clothes,
boots and shoes , hardware and building supplies.

SI. Peter 's school was exte nded in 1948to accommo ­
da te 270pupils and again in t959 when the Integrated
School enro lmen t was up to 467students from Bishop's
Cove, Bryant's Cove and Upper Is land Cove. Bishop
Abra ham Memorial High School was built on the Back
Road in 1956and had 189 pupils but was lost to fire two
years later . Afifth elementary school was built in 1960.
The community was incorporated in 1965,and its bound­
aries formalized in 1971when there were 1,820residents .

The 1981 population was 2,025 (2,055 in 1986), with

Bryant's Cove

Bryant's Cove is said to have been the first sett lement
on the shores of Span iard's Bay. It may have been first
settled by Thomas Hibbs and his family in 1615, although
Ja mes and William Parsons were listed in Colonial
Office documents in 1769as living on property dating
back to 1667. In the 17005, planters and fishermen arrived
from Poole, Bristol and especially Devon, and from
Ireland, because the fishing grounds were nearb y and
there was a beach for drying fish. There was also enough
land suitable for growing enough crops for family use.

Fa milies living in the area included those of Edward
Parsons from Devon listed in 1801 on property at Par­
son's Cove dating back to 1745,John Janes in 1765,Ge­
orge Neil in 1793, Nicholas Jewer in 1794, Thomas
Noseworthy in 1797, William Gosse in 1799,and Samue l
Peddle in 1802. The Hearn family arrived as early as 1794
when Timothy Hearn was listed for Bryant's Cove, and
the Jewer family may also have been among the ea rli­
er arrivals. Thomas Yetman is said to have arrived at
Bryant's Cove in the mid-1700s.William Yetman from
Devon was listed for Harbour Grace in 1792, but the first
mention in Bryant's Cove is of Henry Yetman and other
family members in 1871.Other Bryant's Cove families
with long res idency in the'area include the Coombes and
Cra ne families- J ohn Coombes is listed for Upper Island
Cove in 1781, and John Crane's property at Upper Island
Cove goes back to 1699. The first mention of the Ja mes
fam ily is of Henry James in Ha rbour Grace in 1681.

By 1836, there were already 'n7 res idents . Bishop
Spencer visited Bryant's Cove in 1841,where a chapel
and school were being built by the SPG. By 1845,the
population of 302consisted of 196Church of Englan d and
106Roman Catholic members, and the community had
a Church of England church, 51.Andrew's, and a school
with 72pupils. A total of 75fishermen and planters oper­
ated 33 inshore boats a nd kept small numbers of pigs,
cattle and goats.

Josiah and Cavell Lundr igan's house and sto re.

a bout hal f the workforce employed outside the
Spaniard's Bay area . Jobs for men are mainly in con­
st ruction, but the fishery , transport, and processing sec­
tors are also important, and about half the jobs for
women are in processing. About a quarter of the work­
force commutes to St. John's . The Avalon North Con­
solidated School Board's 51.Peter's Elementary School
<K-8) had 470students in 1981.

Another Devon family, that of Thomas Stone, is list­
ed for Coomb's Cove in 1853. A Parsons from Bryant's
Cove se ttled on Bell Isla nd in 1856,a nd part of the com­
munit y of Freshwater later became Parsonville. A Ro­
ma n Catholic school had been built by 1857 when ther e
were 305residents. In 1874, there were 303residents, and
92 fishermen operated 38 boats and caught 1,925quin­
ta ls of cod, 11barrels of sa lmon and 465barrels of her­
ring. Residents also kept sheep and cattle -3O dairy cows
produced 558 Ibs. of butter in 1873. St . Andrew's was
rep laced in 1899 by a new church still standing today.

Crews from Brya nt's Cove fished the Labrador for 50
years from 1874but since then only on a small scale. The
sea l hunt was also impor tant, but the inshore cod fish­
ery was the community's mainstay until a decline in the
19305. By 1911,the population was 397, with 58local chil­
dren in the two one-room schools. Sixty-six families were
fishing, 13 work ing in the Bell Island mines, and nine
farm ing. In 1910, 19 men and two women took part in the
Labrador fishery bringing back 509quintals of cod. The
insh or e fis hery continued to be much more



Sheep at Gordon Coom bs' fa rm on Ihe sout h side.

important -44 boats landed 1,312quintals of cod.
Mining, farming and construction employed res idents

in the 19005. Nellie Barron of Riverhead taught at the
one-room school for three years from 1922. It was a five­
mile walk there and five mi les back , a nd she recalls it
was very cold walking along the path over the hill. The
Bryant's Cove school had 30 pupils in the 19305.Nellie
notes that Bridget Sullivan who st ill lives in Bryant's
Cove and Tom Duggan in Harbour Grace were in her
class at Bryant's Cove.

By 1935, the population had drop ped by 68 to 329, but
the community had two businesses . Most residents were
fishermen operating 24 dori es a nd 17 motorboats from

Harbour Grace South (Southside)
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23fishing rooms. Bryant's Cove was the most active fish­
ing community in the area with a high of 56 herring
seines, two cod traps, 14salmon nets , r.ine herring nets
and two caplin seines . The residents also farmed 208
acres raising sheep, horses , cattle, goats and chickens.

Norm Parsons' brother-in-law owned land and gave
some of it to the highways department to build a new
road around 1960. The old road b)' the church had to be
shovelled out by hand . There were 90 at the school then
with one teacher, Norm's brother Frank. Children
walked to Upper Island Cove for Grades 10and 11, but
Bryant's Cove school had what were then referred to as
primary , preliminary and intermediate classes. A new
S1. Andrew 's school was built in 1963, but had only 19
pupils -it closed four or five years ago.

The Reverend Canon Randall R. Babb was born in
Bryant 's Cove in 1914. He began his career in the par ­
ish of Bay Sl. George in 1940but never served in his 'home
area . He was elevated to a canon in the Anglican Church
in 1965and retired as rector of S1. Mary's Church in S1.
John's in 1981.The 1981population was 380, but rose to
421in 1986with many new homes built on the south side.
Most men work in the machinery and repair sector and
the fishery . and over half the jobs for women are in
processing. There were 20 full-time fishermen in 1980
catching mainly squid and ca plin. Cod, lumpfish, lob­
ster and crab now provide most income for small-boat
fishermen. II

Most early residents on the south s ide of the ha rbor
were from the Channel Isla nds, but , because early par­
ish records have been lost and other sources do not
separate the var ious communities around Ha r bour
Gra ce, the da te of firs t settlement is not known. The
Sheppard family is sa id to have come from the Cha nnel
Islands to Harbour Grace, where Fr ancis Sheppard is
listed in Ins on family la nd dating back to before 1685.

The first merchants came from Jersey and some set­
tled at Southside where the Clements, Yetman and Noel
families had property in the 1800s. Michael Adams and
Company also leased land at Harbour Grace in 179fl. Jer­
sey vessels were still trading in the a rea in the 1820S,
and there was a small dockyard a t Southside in the
mid -lSOOs.

Later a rr iva ls came from Ireland a nd the southwest
of England. They included the Ahearn family who are
sa id to have arrived from Carrtck-on-Sutr, County Tip­
perary, and set tled at Harbour Grace in 1798.William
Peddle , probably from Devon, moved from Upper Island
Cove before 1805.The Shutes arrived from Devon or Dor­
set in the lSOOs, and the Spurrells, a nother Devon Iaml­
I)', moved from the Trinity North district in the mid- to
late-1SOOS. •

A nearby settlement tha t no longer exists was known
as Spaniard's Bay Road which was along the first pat h
to Upper Island Cove. The settlement pro bab ly started
in the 1840swhen Iris h immigrants arrived an d found
most shoreside land had been taken. By 1885,the follow­
ing were listed as fishermen in Spaniard's Bay Road:
John Callahan, Patrick Collins, Walter and Michael Dug­
gan, Patrick Fahey, Michael Fitzgerald, John Hanra ­
han , Patrick Harper, Patrick and Alexander Hickey ,
John and Timothy McCarthy, Patrick Sr ., Patrick Jr.

P. rt 01the Anglican cemetery with Harbour Gr3ce visible
in the background.

and Daniel xratoney, William Reynolds , and William
Rollin .

The origin of these families is difficult to trace, but
many may have moved from other Conception Bay com­
munities. Early records do not indicate separate com­
munities within the Church of England Harbour Grace
Parish. John Callihan was listed for Harbour Grace Par­
ish in 1806,and Martin Calahan from County Waterford
was a lso listed for Harbour Grace in 1844.Darby a nd
Michae l Duggan were listed for Harbour Grace in 1792,
while Thomas Fitzgera ld was listed for Harbour Grace
Parish in 1806,and Patrick Fitzgerald, a laborer from
Middleton, County Cork, died there in 1814.Roger Han­
rahan was living at Bristol's Hope in 1789,and Alice Han­
rahan in Harbour Grace Parish in 1813, and Patrick
Harper was listed for Harbour Grace Parish in 1840.
Patrick McCarthy settled at Upper Island Cove in the
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St. Peter's Ang lican Church , built 1873.

ear ly 18005, and Felix and Mary McCarthy were in Har­
bour Grace in 180fi. Elizabeth Malowny lived in Har bour
Grace Pari sh in 1812, and Peter Maloney was a tinsm ith
in 1871. William Reyno lds lived in Harbour Grace Par ­
ish in 1809, and John Rollins was listed for Harbo ur
Grace Parish in 1828. Jonathan Mercer was granted land
in 1859, and was likely one of the Jersey fami lies from
Bay Rober ts .

Harbour Grace South or Southside was sepa ra te from
the larg er community on the nor th side of the ha rbo ur
but its residen ts dea lt mainly with Punto n and Munn,
John Munn and Compa ny, Ridley , Rutherfo rd a nd other
Harbour Grace merchants and sailed on their ships. In
1837, Southside benefited from a Harbour Grace petition
for a road throu gh Riverhead to Upper Isla nd Cove. The
residents also received a ferry to Harbo ur Grac e in
1852-it was operated by Thomas F itzge rald a nd con­
tinued under vari ous other operators until 1939. People
often used the ferry to spend the day a t Har bour Grace.
There wer e two tr ips from Southside da ily, one at 9.30
a .m . and the other at 3 p.m.

Riverhead

Although most early settlers in this par t of Concep­
tion Bay were English who set tled in Harbour Gra ce,
the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 br ought many Ir­
ish settl ers to Conception Bay . Many settled at the head
of the har bor at Riverhead to form a distinct Ir ish com­
munit y. Beca use Riverhead was not sepa rated from
Harbour Grace Parish in early records it is difficult to
pinpoin t the first se ttler, but most families appea r to
have moved from Harbour Grace or settled at Riverhead
between 1804and 1815.AM Clary, George Crane, James
Hunt , Feli x McCarthy, William Reynolds, a nd Danie l
Sullivan were all list ed for Harbour Gra ce Par ish from
1804-1813, and the Delaney, Jordan and Ryan famil ies
probabl y moved around the same time.

Mar y Galloway, probably of Scottish origin, is listed
for Har bour Grace Parish in 1809,but the Ga lways now
living in the Riverhead and Thicket Road areas a re
des cend ants of Irish families listed for Upper Island
Cove in 1871. J ane Hurdle and William Shor t were Iist­
ed in 1827, a nd John Coomb in 1844.The Newfoundla nd
School Society established a school at Riverhead in 1830.
Separate population figures are not ava ilable for the
18005, but the Riverhead area 's population almost cer ­
tainl y increased.

As the community grew , clas hes betwee n Roma n

St. Peter's was built in 1873and is one of the oldest
churches in the area . A school was built in 1843by the
Newfoundland School Society and taken over by the
Colonia l and Continental Church Society-John Martin
had 50 students by 1859. Another 40 students attended
a Methodist school by 1880, but this school was closed
in the 19305 when all students went to the Church of En­
gland school which operated until the 19605.

Until 1911, there wer e no separate population figures
for Harbour Grace South which was included with River­
head and Harbour Grace. In 1911, the community had
638Church of Engl and , Roman Catholic and Methodist
residents. Most wer e fishing, but three merchants, three
government official s, four farmers, 30 mechanics and
13 miners were also listed . Eight schooners went to
Labrador with 205 men aboard in 1910,returning with
2,951quintals of cod. Inshor e boats landed 938quintals
of cod, 37barrels of herring and four tierces of salmon.

In 1935,there were 454 res idents in the fishing com­
munity of Harbou r Grac e South. Fishermen went to
Labrador and the whale hunt on Harbour Grace vessels ,
and salmon, herring and cod wer e caught inshore. In­
shore fishermen oper a ted 24 dories a nd seven motor­
boats , and set five cod traps, five salmon nets and two
herring nets. The community also had 233acres of farm­
land with hors es, cat tle, goats and chickens. The dairy
cows produced 11,520 ga llons of milk , and a surplus of
450gallons were sold, the only record of any sales in the
area .

In 1945,ther e were only 339 residents but rather more
inshore fishermen than 10years earlier, and by 1961, the
population had dropped to 281. An increase in fish
processing brought a return to nearly 400in the 19705.
In 1986,the population was 367. The community was in­
corpora ted in 1975 and man y residents worked in the
other larger Conce ption Bay communities or in St.
John's, II

51. Joseph's Roman Catholic Churc h
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Scanlon, Bartholomew and James Shacarew, Thomas
Shea Jr ., John and Manoah Sullivan, and Michael Welsh.
Descendants of some of these families still live in the
community .

In the 1911 census, Riverhead was divided into sever ­
al separate communities, including The Gullies, The
Thicket, Isla nd Cove Road, Spaniard's Bay Road,
Fisherman's Road, Cooper Corner Road, Hard Path and
Between Bridges. The combined population was 341, all
but 19 Roman Catholics , and the community had both
a church and school. Over half of the families fished, but
28miners, 15farmers and four mechanics were also list­
ed.Fourteen men and five women went to Labrador and
brought back 445quintals of coo, but the 12inshore boats
landed very few fish.

Nellie Barron, who taug ht in Bryant's Cove for three
years in the 1920s, was Riverhead's postmistress in the
1940s. She jokes that the post officewas the gossip centre
for the community and still is, and recalls the days when
Riverhead was much smaller than it is now. At that time,
there were onlya few houses on what is nowFishermen 's
Road but there were a number of shops , including Bar­
ron's which Jim Barron's father ran . Jim can remem ­
ber at least three shops in the community and notes how
important Harbour Grace was in the early 19005 when
a lot of men worked in the mines on Bell Island , while
others worked at Buchans and Grand Falls , or in the
summer in the U.S. The two-room Roman Catholic
school was replaced by a five-room school in 1929, and
a high school was opened in 1961.

Nellie Short , 84, is the daughter of Thomas Shanahan
and was raised in the small house next door to her
present home in Riverhead where she lives with her hus­
band, Andy, 89. Her grandfather, Nicholas Shanahan,
had his own vesse l and took Tom to the Labrador. Nel­
lie can remember a sawmill on the other side of the
church hall to which saw logs were floated
downstream-the river has dried up now. Almost every­
one had a trade and worked at Harbour Grace or in the
mines at Bell Island.

The Thicket and The Gullies were still listed separate­
ly in 1935. Together with Riverhead they had a combined
population of 420with 89children in the local school. The
fishery was not listed for any of the three communities.
Seventy-eight families farmed 156acres , raising horses,

The SS Kyle, held fas t on the shoals at Riverhead.

Catholic and Protestant Harbour Grace residents were
inevitable. These became more prevalent during elec­
tion campaigns which tended to be run along religious
lines. The 1861 election was marred by demonstrations
and fights, but the violence reached its height in the Har­
bour Grace Affray which actually took place on the road
10 Riverhead on Boxing Day, December 26, 1883.
Nineteen men were arrested but because of conflicting
evidence no one was convicted . This led to the Reform
Party's being formed for the next election. By 1885,the
Riverhead area had a merchant, severa l planters, a few
farmers. some coopers , two seamen, two labore rs, a nd
a number of fishermen. The present St. Joseph's Church
was built in the 1880sand the two-ton church bell was
donated by the Dwyer family in 1886.

The 1885 business directory gives a clear indication
of the Irish origin of most residents . The merchant was
Peter Dwyer, and the plante rs were Thomas Dalton,
Michael Kehoe, Michael and Richa rd Mackey, Michael
Mulcahey, Thomas and Michael Shanaha n, Thomas
Shea Sr., Patrick Smallcombe, Richard Walsh, and
J ames Walsh. The farmers were Michael Hagerty, WiI·
Iiam and Michael Hickey, James Moores, and James
Russell, the laborers William Mulcahey , and Patrick
Walsh. and the coopers Thomas Brien, Thomas and John
Cody, Josiah and J ohn Stapleton . One of the comm uni­
ty roads , Cooper Corner Road. was named for the coop­
ers , and another. Fisherman 's Road, was named for the
fishermen. Seamen listed were John Sinnot and James
Walsh, and listed as fishermen were Michael and Joh n
Cody, John Cummins.Richard Dalton, William Dawley,
John and Michael Doyle, Robert Gardner , James Hearn,
Patrick Hynes , Patrick Kehoe. Richard Langsdown.
John Mackey, John Russell, Augustus Ryan, Michael

Reminders of the past-these cattle show scant regard for
the sign .
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cattle, pigs, sheep , goats and chickens.
AndyShort moved to Riverhead from Kingston in 1944

and started a small farm which didn't work out. While
Nelliestayed home at Riverhead, Andyand his four sons
fished the Labrador, worked on the Great Lakes and at
the bases at Goose Bay and Argentia before returning
to Riverhead to fish. The family started the crab fish­
ery in the area in the early 1970s, nowan important fish­
ery for both Riverhead and Harbour Grace South
fishermen. Several families have returned to Riverhead
and built housesalong Fishermen's Road. Whilethe crab
and caplin fisheries have been fairly successful, the cod
and lobster fisheries have declined, and squid have not
come in the bay for seven years.

Father Walsh is in his second term as parish priest
serving the communities of Harbour Grace , Riverhead,
Upper Island Cove and Spaniard's Bay. He was priest
197().75 and returned to the parish in 1987. Nellie Barron

the a rea today
Span iard 's Bay

John Drover and Wayne Smith

Transplanted for good

says of St. Joseph's, " It 's a grand little church ."
Another landmark is in poorer shape-the 55 Kyle has

been "parked" in the harbor since 1966, and will likely
stay there for years to come. Residents are , however,
talking about giving her a new coat of paint soon. River­
head residents are also awaiting word on the question
of ama lgamation with Harbour Grace. Many, estimat­
ed by some to be as many as 94 per cent, are against
amalgamation and wouldprefer to set up their owncom­
munity council as has neighboring Harbour Grace South.
Riverhead residents have their own septic tanks and
waterli ne and the garbage is already trucked to the in­
cinerator in Harbour Grace. A consultant's report has
recommended amalagamation. and a decision will have
been forthcoming by April. It
• Bibliography, see page 79

"Many people comm ute and
there isn't a lot of industry, but
we don't want to be called a
bedroom comm unity beca use
we're not. Spaniard's Bay is a
growing town with 70strong and
vita l busi nesses and many
tradespeople," says town '
ma nager Wayne Smith.

"We have garages and body
shops, take-outs, a very good
restaurant, a medical clinic,
drugstore, service stations, a
paint shop, a formal renta ls shop,
and soon a new bed and break­
fast. That's a prett y good busi­
ness base, and we' re confident
the town will open up even more
to development, par ticularly in
the west end."

Deputy mayor J ohn Drover
adds, "We don't have any big
shopping malls, but we're the
centre for the Avalon North In­
tegra ted School Board and for the
auto sales industry in Conception
Bay."

John and Wayne are members
of the seventh town council, and
they agree the future of
Spaniard's Bay has never looked

Depu ty mayor John Drover and town
manager Wayne Smith outside the
Spaniard 's Bay town hall and library.

brighter.
"The big thing in the past was

topack up and go to the mainland
as soon as you finished school­
if you finished school," says
John. "But according to the last
census our population was 2,190,
and may be over the 2,200 ma rk
by now since a few new families
have moved here recently."

"That 's been a lot of growth
since I came back in 1977,"
Wayne adds , " the population
then was only 1,568. It was near­
ly that in the late 19th century."
Originally from Spaniard's Bay,
Wayne grew up in St. John 's and

. moved to Ontario after graduat­
ing from high school. "When my
wife and I were ready to have
children we felt we would rather
have them grow up right here
than in Toronto," he says . He
adds, laughing, "We were lucky
they let us come back."

John and his wife were both
born in Upper Island Cove, he
says they "snuck in through the
back door." A social studies and
religious studies teacher at Holy
Redeemer School in Spaniard's
Bay, J ohn says heandhis family
were looking for land to build on
but couldn't find what they want­
ed in Upper Island Cove. "By
luck one day, I saw a 'For Sale'
sign on some property near
Brazil's Hill in the east end of
town."

The Spaniard's Bay boundary
marker near the little bridge
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" On the beach " In Spaniard'. Bay.

almost on the beach very nearl y
marks the 01 Bay Roberts . The
town extends to Bishop's Cove to
the east, around the shore of the
Bay, and to " the track " , an ar ea
just south of Tilton. The bound­
aries did not extend so far when
the town was lounded, but growth

• has been restricted in certain
directions by the geography of
the area,

"Spaniard's Bay is situa ted in
a valley," Wayne explains. "You
can look up at the mountains on
either side, which puts us at a dis­
adv antag e for a lot of our
municipal work. Snowclearing ,
for example, takes a long time.

. The town is also very rocky and
hilly."

"Our expansion is hampered
by being in the valley," John
adds. "The community lies along
a waterfront and is long and nar­
row, Wehave businesses , the pig­
gery on Bishop's CoveShore, for
instance, that are perched right
on the water ."

Their problems with location,
however, haven't prevented resi­
dents from maintaining their
properties. Homes and gard ens
throughout the community a re
immaculate and townspeopleare
proud 01 tha t fact, and 01 their
school and churches.

Says John, "These are some of
the finest people you'll ever meet.
They're friendly and straight up
with you. If they have a problem
they'll let youknow,and you have
to appreciate that . It 's tough to
get them to change their minds ,

but if you can prove to them the
change is necessary and a good
thing, they'll respect you lor it
and listen to you, but they expect
you to do the same, Then, if they
still don't agree, you've got a real
fight on your hands, and that 's
what makes this a good commu­
nity , We work together here ."

Wayne also says the peopleare
usually easy to get along with.
"As' town manager they could
make my job a lot harder and my
Iile mise rab le, but they don't .
They're excellent taxpayers. In
fact, we have a collection rate in
the very high 90s [per cent].
Three years ago we broke with
tradition and brought ina month­
ly billing system .

"Actua lly," he adds , "we've
broken a lot of ground. We got

two sewerage treatment plants in
197o-prototypes at the time .
They were some of the first on the
island, and rare for a communi­
ty which could've just dumped
raw sewage into the water ."

" We also have a playground, a
mini-diamond and two softball
fields, and a lot01ellort goes into
maintaining them, " says John .
The fire department has two
pieces 01equipment , a lour-wheel
drive and a 625-pumper, and their
own clubroom,"

"EVERYTHING
FOR

THE INSHORE
FISHERY"

We continue to import and
distribute the best " inshore"
fishing equipment from all
over the world.

The plggery on Bishop 's Cov e Road.

BAY BULLS TRiDING
CD, LTD,

51 Old Pennywell ROMt
C."(1OIIS_OI!llI(!lI"'-·'.

1708l334-aal"'~00_ ..... 01 ___

.."'Cf\_""'''''''''''''''''l''''''<'l
l"""'9"OUl~nD-l.A8RAOOR



Spaniard'. Btly a. teen from Bishop's Cove Road.
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Themain issue for the current
councilcomprisingMosesAntho­
ny, Harry Coombs, Wes Gosse,
Lewis Sheppard , Gerald Hiscock,
Lewis Gosse (mayor), John and
Wayne, is gelling the rest of
Spaniard's Bay serviced. John
says, "Morethan90% of thetown
has waterandsewernow,andwe
hopetocontinuedevelopmentup
on the Ridge this spring.

"We' re about to go to tender on
a four-bay garage for the town
and expect it be finished in the
swnmer at a cost ofabout $70,000.
We plan to buy a new salt-and­
sand truck in 1989 and a new
piece of snowclearing equipment.
We're also working on paving the
whole community."

Witha budgel for 1988 of almost
$1.2 million , and a projecled
budgel for the coming year of $1.5
million, Spaniard's Bay has in­
deed grownsince the first coun­
cil in 1965spent its allotment of

about $50,000.
"The biggest change is the

change in attitude," says Wayne.
"They used to look at the early $5
or$10poll tax as a nuisance tax,
and they had to be forced to hook

upto the water line when it went
through. Nowthey're waitingfor
us and don't mind paying for the
service we're givingthem. That's
why we've come so far so
quickly." .,

~pA"iArd's ~A"
One of Newfoundland's

most historic towns!

Take the scenic route on the

Conception Bay Highway.

We'll have summer ce lebrations

and we 're on the water located between

Bay Roberts and Harbour Grace .

Inquire: 786-3568
Spaniard's Bay Town Council
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