T )



LANDSCAPE
GROS MORNE

A Printing Workshop with

LISE SORENSEN
July 11-16, 1989

Based in Woody Point, Bonne Bay

This intensive, five-day workshop will focus on painting the natural environ-
ment of the Gros Morne/Bonne Bay area. The tablelands, barrens and beaches
will be used as a departure point for painting although some drawing and
monoprinting will also be explored. Slide presentations, group discussions
and critiques will also be part of this workshop. A studio space will be availa-
ble. Basic painting experience is a prerequisite. The workshop is limited to
12 participants.

Instructor: Lise Sorenson

Accommodations: Stoneaway Motel, Victoria Manor or camping at
the park.

Fee: $150. Materials and accommodations are the
responsibility of the student.

For further information or to register
Call 737-8575

or write

Division of Extension Service
School of General and Continuing Studies and Extension
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John’s, NF A1C 587
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from the editor

We continue our documentation of provincial
news for those who may need quick reference.
Since the last issue, changes have been the ord-
er of the day. On April 20, Liberal Clyde Wells
defeated incumbent PC Premier Tom Rideout, 31
seats to 21, and the NDP, under leader Cle
Newhook, failed to win a seat. Mr. Wells, him-
self, was personally defeated by former justice
minister Lynn Verge in Humber East, but Liber-
al Eddie Joyce, newly elected MHA for Bay of Is-
lands; resigned his seat to enable the premier to
run. Subsequently, on May 20, Mr. Wells took
the seat by acclamation. The Wells Cabinet has
just 15 members, down from Tom Rideout’s 19
and Brian Peckford’s 23. The House of Assem-
bly opened May 25 (last session closed July 8,
1988) with the reading of the Speech from the
Throne which empt d literacy, expansion of
the Sir Wilfred Grenfell College in Corner Brook
to include third- and fourth-year courses, im-
proved services for victims of child abuse and fa-
mily violence, a commitment to provide job op-
portunities for young people and to consultation
with organized and non-organized labor.

Turning to the fishery, the Harris preliminary
report has recommended northern cod quotas be
reduced to 190,000 m.t. in 1990, and there’s even
been mention that, in order to speed up the
stock’s rate of growth, a quota of 125,000 would
be preferable—but such a drastic cut would do
incalculable damage to Newfoundland’s econo-
my. Even this year’s reduced quota of 235,000
m.t. (down from 1988's 266,000 m.t.) will have
severe effects on plant activity and fishing effort.

Meanwhile, on the national scene, finance
minister Michael Wllson has brought down his
budget which calls for tax increases and cutbacks
of some government services in an effort to bring
the national deficit down, and we have yet to find
out what the provincial budget may bring. On-
tario, the country’s most prosperous province,
has announced widesweeping tax increases, in-
cluding gasoline taxes and motor registration fees
amongst others—we hope Newfoundland isn't
facing a similar fate.

Yes, indeed, these are interesting times.
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Introduction

In this issue we have experimented with a different format in our special section. Instead of the usual
single topic, we have chosen five: fisheries news, hobbies, performance, sports, and tourism. This change
represents a response to readers who tell us while they are interested in most topics we cover, they don't
want to read 40 or more pages dealing with a single topic - except for geographical areas. We recognize
that everyone has different interests and hope you will find something that interests you. We'd like to hear
your opinion on this change and welcome suggestions for other topics.

Ron Scaplen

““This is the place where the
fishermen gather,”” says Art Scam-
mell’s famous Newfoundland song
**Squid Jiggin" Ground’’. Evidence
of our pride in a seafaring heritage
is indisputable in our stories, music
and the simple way of life enjoyed
even today in Newfoundland. But
the traditionalism we cherish may
prove our undoing.

“’We've been catching cod for 500
years,” says Ron Scaplen, acting
director of harvesting for the provin-
cial department of fisheries. “*And it
was only in the 1940s we changed to
fresh and frozen fish production,
and even now on certain parts of the
coast we can only handle saltfish.
We market all the cod we can catch,
but it’s getting expensive and tradi-
tion stands in the way of change. Al-
ways having to depend on cod is a
‘mistake. We're finding more and
more with northern cod we need
diversity.”

A greater variety of species are
landed today than ever before, but
' Ron admits there’s ground to cover
before we use all our resources to
their fullest potential. Unharvested
species of fish are called unutilized,
while fish we don’t fully exploit are
underutilized. For simplicity, Ron
refers to both groups as underuti-
lized, and includes in that category,
for example, cod in 2GH off
Labrador, turbot, redfish, shrimp,
scallops, eels, sand launce and sea
urchins.

““We're constrained environmen-
tally and in terms of markets when
it comes to underutilized species,”
Ron explains. ““The availability of
some of these species comes often at
the same time as fishermen expect
to get their best cod catches, so lhev
have to make a b

fisheries news
Competing with the world

Ron Scaplen at his fifth floor office in
Confederation Building.

er and guaranteed with the cod.”
The inhospitable climate in some
areas where there is an abundance
of different species is an environ-
mental problem. ““It's hard to work
in 2GH off Labrador. We tried and
couldn’t do it economically, but the
LIA (Labrador Inuit Association) is
negotiating with the province to use
a floating platform to investigate
catching char, cod, shrimp and scal-
lops in northern Labrador."
Environment plays a role in the eel
fishery, too. Eels are a potentially
valuable and marketable species, but
there is a very small “‘window’’
when they can be caught. “A high
fat content means a better product,
particularly for smoking, and that
occurs in eels in the fall, before the
extra fat is gone into producing
gonads [reproductive organs]. They
leave the river in September or Oc-
tober, so a funnel net with two
wings on it can be put in the water.
It catches everything coming down
the river. Unfortunately, there are
only two or three times over a six-
week period when the eels are there.

The potential bucks are much great-

Flash flooding can cause probl
and they pick the stormiest night in

the season to go. It's also when the
leaves are falling so the nets get
plugged up. It's a hard fishery in
many ways,’” Ron explains. In
some cases there are plenty of spe-
cies in the water but catching them
has proved impractical such as off
the Labrador coast, while in other
cases the pockets are so tiny, only
small operations could success-
fully fish there. “DFO (federal
department of fisheries and oceans)
already tried it, but we want to in-
vestigate further the possibility of an
inshore shrimp pot fishery that will
allow smaller vessels to fish that
resource,” says Ron. “It didn’t work
out before, but I'm not convinced it
won't in the future. Shrimp markets
are strong and right now, that fish-
ery represents a $30-million landed
value to our fishermen."’

One of the areas of concentration
this year for the department of fish-
eries is the St. Pierre Bank scallop
fishery. ““More than $12 million
worth of sea scallops were taken

eel trap in
front of a model of a whelk pot.

Ron holds up a miniature
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there last year with very little New-
foundland participation. There’s at
least that much out there in Iceland
scallops, too. That could probably
support 80 or 100 fishermen full
time, or many more as a supplemen-
tal fishery. Either way it has tremen-
dous potential. Whether it would be
there on a sustaining basis we'll just
have to live to see.”

Marketing underutilized species
has proved difficult, as well. Scallop
prices, for example, are at an all-time
low in 20 years, and nobody has a
clear explanation for that.

“‘Then there're the whelks and sea
urchins,”” he ‘continues. ‘‘The
Japanese pay as high as $90 a kilo-
gram for sea urchin roe, but we
aren't selling any to them yet. We
can’t seem to sell the whelks, either,
although the Japanese and Europe-
ans do eat them, What they're will-
ing to pay $2.40 for costs us $2.60 tc
produce, but we're currently ad-
dressing the contraints to utilizing
both species.”’

Unfortunately, Newfoundlanders
won’t eat many of the species con-
sidered delicacies in other parts of
the world. Eels, for example, pnzed

Unloudlng cod at the Universal Mul

Ron explains it's often better to
leave the fish we can’t catch rather
than allow some other nation to take
them, because many are food for
more valuable species. ““Sand launce
may be one of our biggest underuti-
lized resources, and it’s only an in-
dusmal fish elsewhere. but it's a

in Sc ia, are not c
seen on dinner tables in Newfound-
land. "“We don’t eat much mackerel
either, while Europeans catch and
sell prodigious amounts—400,000-1b.
TACs (total allowable catches) are
not unusual. Our TAC is split 50-50
with the U.S. There hasn’t been
enough fishing pressure to establish
good TACs, and now the Americans
would like a better deal, maybe
60-40. We have a moral ibil-

! hip. If cod
stocks i lmrease lhey'll need the sand
launce for food."

It's also expensive for fishermen
to get started in a new species. A
scallop bucket costs $7,000 and a
dumping table $4,000,” says Ron,
“’and that doesn’t account for the
crew entering a new fishery.
They’ve got a steep learning curve
to go through. But we lI supply

A Ak

2
ity not to allow that to happen.”

some | support
and all the advice they need.”

-foods wharf in Fermeuse.

Ron admits, however, diversifica-
tion doesn’t and won't happen over-
night, even with all the help and ad-
vice the fisheries department can
offer, and despite our self-
proclaimed status as great fisher-
men, Newfoundland has much
maturing to do to take its place
among the fishing nations of the
world. As Ron says, “In terms of
world production Canada is ranked
about 17th, and Newfoundland is
only a part of that. Canada being
number-one exporter only means we
don't eat the fish. We have the
richest fishing grounds in the world
and are among the best fishermen,
but, after all, we're only 500,000
Newfoundlanders, and it'll take
time, money and in¢lination to fully
diversify.”

Raphael Croft

Ray Croft of Fermeuse used to be
amechanic. Now, like his father be-
fore him, he fishes, because that’s
what he always wanted to do. He
has a fixed gear licence and makes
a decent, but less than secure, living.

“1fished when I was younger, be-
fore I got my mechanic’s certificate,
and about 15 years ago I started at
it again. 1 guess I'm a glutton for
punishment.”’

Ray returned as an inshore fisher-
man but was forced a few years ago
to give that up. "I had to get out. |
sold everything for little or nothing
and decided to try middle distance,"”

Asking too much of the fishery?

he explains. He fished for Universal
Multifoods in Fermeuse for three
years until last year, “I financed a
65-ft. boat on my own. I sank every
cent I saved into that boat—more
than $100,000. Now I'm not allowed
to fish.”

Ray complains government res-
tricts independent operators while
allowing processors full and easy ac-
cess to most stocks. With little to fall
back on when trouble sets in, Ray
and the eight other families who de-
pend on the catch of the Sea Voyager
enjoy little security. This year they
had mechanical problems and seals

destroyed some of their nets. On
their last trip they took 50,000 Ibs. of
cod—not bad for three days, says
Ray, but last year they caught twice
in the same period.

Ray takes the biggest catch possi-
ble, even using ideas he learned on
a trip to Norway, Iceland and Scot-|
land in April to make his operation
more efficient. “’Half a dozen of us
fishermen and a boatbuilder went,
and even with the government help-|
ing it cost us about $3,000 each.
Some of the things we saw made|
sense. They carry fuel below water|
level, for instance. That, along with|




a bow thruster and weighted keel,
makes the boat more stable and able
to operate in high winds.”” Using
some of the technology developed in
Europe could mean a longer fishing
season, but, even so, nothing Ray
saw there will significantly change
his situation.

The narrow margin between suc-
cess and failure has led him to inves-
tigate underutilized species as a via-
ble supplement to his business. Last
year he noted large numbers of tuna
off the Virgin Rocks, reported them
to the federal department of fisher-
ies, and succeeded in getting 17 tags
to take some of them. ““Before we
even got out there a federal fisher-
ies vessel stopped us and took the
tags back. I never found out why,”"
says Ray. He says he can’t get a crab
licence, either, and recently took
$120,000 worth of equipment off his
boat because he couldn’t get an
otter trawl licence to use it.

Another possible alternative is
scallops. Under an inshore fisheries
agreement, fishermen can get up to
60% of the cost of new equipment,
and Ray planned to use the program
to buy what he needed. Unfor-
tunately, he and his crew don’t have
the expertise to shuck the scallops at
sea and there are no plants on shore.
Moreover, to be profitable, the sea-
son would have to start in April, but

early in June there still had been no
price set in a very weak scallop
market.

“I'm willing if the price gets set,
but even then I’'m not likely to get
more than $2.50 a pound. Anyway,
there are only Icelandic scallops—
that's all that’s left for Newfound-
landers since the Nova Scotians took
over half the sea scallops [the superi-
or species] off the St, Pierre Banks
last year. But a 65-footer can be load-
ed in two days and | could probably
gear up (with government help) for
about $12,000. I'm still hopeful, but
doubtful we’ll get at it this year.”

So far, for Ray, the help to get
started has been mostly talk. Scal-
lops would've taken off some of the
pressure, but once again, cod will
have to see him through. Now; his
teenage son, Darryl, wants a berth
on his father's boat in the summer,
but Ray and his wife, Nellie, are
reluctant to give in. “We're afraid
he’ll get to like it,”” Nellie explains,
and neither of them wants the life of
a fishermen for their children.

As for the provincial and federal
governments, Ray says, “It's time
they took a good look at who's get-
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Nellie Croft (right) visits Ray on the
wharf as he loads nets for the next trip.

ting the real benefit from the fishery.
All 1 want them to do is let me fish
where | want to fish. Should !hatlf
too much to ask?""

BOTANICAL GARDEN @

“EVERYTHING
FOR
THE INSHORE
FISHERY”

We continue to import and
distribute the best “inshore”
fishing equipment from all
over the world.
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BAY BULLS TRADING
€0. LTD.

51 Old Pennywell Road
all us (709) 576-4088 or 59 (St Jonn's)
(709) 334-2929 (Bay Bulls)

O visit one of hundred disrbutors

which selis our fishing equipment
throughout NFLD-LABRADOR
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Memorial University Botanical Garden at Oxen Pond, Mount
Scio Road, St. John's has been developed by the Universi-
ty as an area where native Newfoundland and Labrador
plants can be seen in as near natural habitats as possible.
An interpretative program is designed to provide information
on Newfoundland plants to the general public. A field centre
houses indoor displays and a lecture room. Numerous na-
ture trails are maintained and guided tours are available by
prior arrangement with the Interpretation Co-ordinator
(737-8590). Throughout the year the Garden offers a variety
of courses in conjunction with the Division of Extension
Service.

Cottage Gardening Workshop

A practical introduction to the art of Cottage Gardening.

Instructor: Bernard S. Jackson
Date: Saturday, July 29, 1989, 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Fee: $15

For more information or to register
Call 737-7979

or write
Division of Extension Service
School of General and Continuing Studies and Extension
ial University of
St. John's, Newfoundland A1C 5§57
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Ray Andrews
The capelin are

This is the season of the capelin
“‘skull’”” when droves of Newfound-
landers congregate on the beaches to
net a few feeds. In fact, the capelin
scull is said to herald the start of
summer. The phenomenon of thou-
sands of fish rushing to spawn on
shore continues to amaze natives
and tourists alike, drawing many
into the icy waters after the wrig-
gling, silvery fish.

But the capelin fishery is much
more than a casual pastime to
professional fishermen, it's dollars.
Once used mainly as bait and fertiliz-
er, capelin have become a prime
source of income for Newfoundland
fishermen. In the mid-1970s, the
Japanese, today’s major consumers
of Newfoundland female capelin, ex-
perienced failure in their own fish-
ery. This led to their buying female
capelin. from Iceland, Norway and
Newfoundland, until 1986 when the
value of the fishery in the province
peaked at $70 million.

This tremendous increase in sales
led to many problems which former
provincial deputy minister of fisher-
ies, Ray Andrews, addressed in his
report, ““The Capelin Fishery—
Stability in the Future” (1988). Ray
is enthusiastic about the commercial
capelin fishery in Newfoundland,

“‘I always ask this question,”’ says
Ray, leaning forward across the ta-
ble as he tries to put a perspective
on the importance of capelin. ““What
business do you know anywhere,
especially in Newfoundland, that
produces 70 million new dollars in
less than three weeks? If you start

coming

looking at some of the species that
people consider important, those
species start to fall off the map.”
While it is true that the capelin sea-
son stretches from early June till
mid-July, by far the largest portion
is taken from June 14 to the first
week in July—a very short period. At
Ray’s suggestion, we check with fed-
eral fisheries statistics branch who
tell us that the landed value (actual
revenue to fishermen) of capelin for
1988 was $28,021,000 as compared to
the “high value per pound’’
species—lobster at $7,956,000, and
salmon at $3,236,000. And these
amounts represent only the landed
value without taking into account
market value, perhaps an addition-

Ray Andrews says capelin stocks
in excellent shape and could support
10 times today’s fishing effort.

INDUSTRIAL

PLUMBING
HEATING

P.O. Box 1387
264 LeMarchant Rd.
A1C 5N5

579-0073

Connecting 5 Lines

al 20 per cent. The tiny capelin no
longer seem quite so tiny.

But to turn to the problems facing
the industry. Among those encoun-
tered were that of price, “‘overpack”’
and market development. By 1987,
fishermen were late getting out for
the capelin because of failure to
reach agreement on price, leaving
the industry in chaos.

) gear—ais

Capelin

““We have addressed a lot of
problems, some with more success:
than others,” says Ray, ““but I'm
happy to report the industry is much
more ordered because of a collective
approach to dealing with the issues.
Last year, fishermen had their price
agreed upon by May 10th, avoiding
the previous year’s problem.”” This
year, however, capelin and ground-
fish prices are being bargained for at
the same time which may cause
delays.

Overpack or ““free fish’* means the
actual poundage sold to the Japanese
is more than the agreed upon
weight, or in other words, the
amount paid is less than the
negotiated price. This practice was
‘designed to compensate for the high
moisture content of capelin. In 1986,
the per cent of overpack, according
to fisheries officials, ranged from 10
to 34 with an average of 18. Last
year, it was collectively agreed that
overpack would be no more than 10
per cent and Ray is pleased to report
there was /99 per cent compliance’,

Markets for capelin, like those for
other species, need further develop-
ment although some progress has
been made. “In the last two years,
Norway and Iceland had no capelin
and this year there won't be any
there either, so we have some 90 per
cent of the Japanese market, but this
takes only the females for the
production of shishamo [whole
capelin lightly salted and dried to be
eaten as a snack food].”” Ray tells us
there have been efforts to market
more males for zoo food; more
canned capelin has been sold to East
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Bloc countries, particularly the
Soviet Union; and there were some
further sales of female capelin to Tai-
wan. Moreover, an Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency (ACOA)
grant for more than $1 million will
help to further promote and develop
the Japanese market. But Ray readi-
ly admits developing a world mar-
ket still needs a huge amount of
work.

Apart from problems identified by
the industry itself, another concern
often heard is that of overfishing.

“Right now, our capelin stocks
can support 10 times the fishing
effort—they’re in excellent shape.
Were we to have an industrial
ery [production of meal and oil] :uuh
as Norway and Iceland have, we
would have to reassess our TAC [to-
tal allowable catch], but we don’t—
our human

fishery is for
consumption.

“As for cod and capelin—no one
has determined the relationship—as
there are offshore stocks you might
argue that cod stay offshore to chase
those stocks, in the same way as

people argue that if we take the in+

shore capelin then the cod will not
come ashore.”* And he adds that af-
ter spawning a large per cent of
capelin die anyway

Just as we're leaving, Ray brings
up the subject of plant freezing ca-
pacity in the province. “As a govern-
ment we've been heavily criticized
as having too much capacity, and if
you take it in straight statistical terms
we do have too much freezing

Mackerel: an underutilized species that makes for great eating.

Mustard-bmiled mackerel
(rec d by Ray And )
1 whole mackerel
1 thsp. parsley, chopped
salt and pepper to taste
2 thsp. melted butter or margarine
1 tsp. prepared mustard
1/8 tsp. dried dill weed
1 thsp. lemon juice

If not already dressed, clean and
scale mackerel, Bone and fillet the
fish, rinse under cold water and pat

capacity—if you take it in terms of
benefiting the fisherman and the
processor, in the height of the sea-
son (and it's only a month), we don't
have enough.”” And as a parting
shot he adds, ““If PEI potatoes are
not harvested in October, there’s no
point talking about it in December.”
Making hay while the sun shines,
may just be part of the answer to
problems in the capelin fishery

dry. Place fillets skin side down on
a greased pan,

Lightly mix parsley, salt and pep-
per with half the melted butter and
brush fillets. Broil 3 inches fron
source of heat for 5 mins., e ve
from heat, but leave broiler on.

Blend remaining butter with
mustard, dill and lemon juice. Pour
over fillet and broil an additional 5
mins. Garnish with lemon wedges.
Serves 4. I-'.m

hobbies

Stratford Canning

Canning on bottles

“I'm a pack rat—I guess | always
have been,”” says Strat Canning.
“‘Like other kids, I just saved
things.”’

Dusting the bottles on top of the man-
tle is a big job for Stratford Canning.

But most of those other kids grew
up, gave away their favorite marbles
and most prized bubble-gum cards,
and that was that. But not Strat.
He’s a collector through and
through. Today he shares a house
full of antiques and oddities with his
wife, well-known Newfoundland ar-

tist Pam Hall, and their daughter Jor-
dan, 7.

Strat recalls the first collector’s
item he acquired, “‘It was a bottle |
got in the late sixties. I don’t have
it anymore but I do have three or
four thousand others,” he admits
Many of Strat’s bottles have beei

Chester

FOR ALL

RENOVATIONS,

MAJOR

PROJECTS,

AND NEW HOMES

BUILDING.
AWE 782-3101

Topsail Rd
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Strat cleans the druggist’s bottle that
once held vanilla.

stored in boxes since he and Pam
moved just two years ago into an old
house in St. John’s. While they’re
working on restoring the interior,
collectibles fill every corner, covered
in dust, waiting to be polished and
displayed. Some of his favorite bot-
tles, however, reside in a large, an-
tique cabinet in the kitchen.

He proudly—and very carefully—
lifts a tiny, dark blue bottle from be-
hind glass doors. ““This one’s
colored by cobalt,”” he explains. He
points to another, more exotically
shaped container, pale green with a
marble and rubber bung inside

Strat holds a round-bottomed bottle he
keeps in an antique pine bookcase. In
the foreground is his largest bottle,
rescued from an old drugstore.

“This is one of my favorites, a
Codd’s aerated water bottle [named
for the inventor, Codd].” He has
other, much larger, bottles on the
mantle over the fireplace in the din-
ing room. One, of about 10-litre ca-
pacity, held vanilla extract when it
was sold by druggists, who meted
it out into smaller bottles for home
use as flavoring.

There are green bottles, square
bottles, bottles with labels—which he
particularly prizes, six-sided bottles
and triangular bottles. There’s even
one with a round bottom, specially
manufactured, Strat explains, not to
stand up so the cork could never dry
out.

Some bottles are quite valuable—
up to $300—but Strat says their
worth has nothing to do with his at-
tachment to them. ““The value of
things doesn’t appeal to me, it's
their beauty. Who's to say what
something like that’s worth,
anyway?"’

But bottles aren’t the only things
to catch a visitor’s eye. He and his
wife also collect furniture. ‘I love an-
tique pine,”” he says, “’but we don’t
collect just for the sake of owning—
we use what we have.” &

Unlike antique dealers, who often
believe restoring furniture ruins
authenticity, Strat insists the piece

must be functional. ““I strip it right
down, without taking the original
patina off, rebuild and refinish it. I

replace bits of moulding or parts of
a drawer to make it work. I don't like
broken things."”

Strat says he’s not a carpenter but
rather a mender, a necessary skill
when your furniture comes mostly
from garage sales and wood piles. 1
remember I was in Brigus one day
and this guy was chopping up some
furnitire. I saw a buffet or sideboard
and offered him $5 for it. I still have
that. Behind every piecg there’s a
story.””

He also has an antique bookcase
which needed major repairs and a
spectacular and rare 400-lb. turn-of-
the-century icebox from an old
house on Gower Street in St. John's.
There are tables, old chairs, desks,
an oak file cabinet and dozens of
small window boxes Pam especially
likes for displaying her work. One
of his most prized pieces is an old
chest he bought from the son of a lo-
cal carpenter. ““The original tools
were in there, and just look at this
beautiful little lock and key,”” he
says, picking up what is clearly a
very old piece of metal. ‘I love little
things like this.”’

The chest of tools, along with
hundreds of unidentifiable bits of
rubble, fill Strat’s workshop in the
basement of the three-storey home,
There are boxes of steel wool, lamp-
shades, unusual clocks, fishing ar-
tifacts, old snowshoes, a huge can-

dy jar, bits of wood and glass and
even something called a pillow ra-

Beothic Fish Processors Limited
BUYERS AND PROCESSORS OF
ALL TYPES OF FISH PRODUCTS
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dio. ““My neighbor found it in her at-
tic,” he explains. ‘I can’t throw any-
thing out.”

One small washstand in the
bathroom Strat suspects was built by
a woman since when they cleaned
off the layers of paint they found the
faint imprint of a woman's hame in
the top. ““We decided to just leave
it there.”” There’s a small sea chest

with a letter dated 1833 stuck to the
cover, and a medicine cabinet once

DECKS AWASH -
house. Pam'’s studio is on the third
floor and Strat, an independent
lanning and devel consul-

owned by Strat’s great-uncle. “‘He
was a doctor and was killed in the
First World War. When his house
was sold | traded something else
with the owner forimy uncle’s medi-
cine cabinet.”’

The couple spends virtually every
free moment working on their

P 8 P
tant, has his office on the second.
Their goal is to restore the house to
its original state and fill it with their
treasures. ‘I hate to see old things
disappear,”’ says Strat. "'l guess
that's why I've been involved in
heritage restoration for so lung.

Warren Puddester

When members of the Newfound-
land Antique and Classic Car Club
go for a weekend “run”’, they leave
their troubles at the office and enter
a fantasy behind a steering wheel
from the past. Theirs is a world of
“‘show-and-shines’’, “‘cruising”’ at

grocery money on dual *“carbs” and
Turtle wax.

It all sounds like a James Dean
movie, but the club is more than a
bunch of car nuts showing off their
prize possessions. Says club mem-
ber Warren Puddester, “It's a
family-oriented group and most of
our events are designed around hus-
bands, wives and children taking
part. For instance, we have ‘mini-
cruises’ every Thursday night at the
A & W on Kenmount Road in St.
John's and one big cruise every sum-
mer at the Village Mall.”

‘The show-and-shines, cruises and
runs are the club’s version of
meetings—excuses for members to
polish their chrome and show off for
other car owners and the public by
lining up in vacant lots or driving
around the city or even to other com-
munities for special events. He says
there are picnics just about every
weekend during the summer, as
well as car shows, competitions and
a lot of good-natured bragging.

‘“Some of us believe the car we
own is the only car in the world,””
says Warren, the proud owner of a
diamond blue 1963 Ford Thunder-
bird convertible. So his motto is,
““I'd rather push a Ford than drive
aChev.”” But, he adds, there are just
as many who maintain, “’On a clear
day you can hear a Ford rust.”

Warren says he bought his T-bird
“just to tinker around with”’ because
of a long-time interest in old cars. He

-|paid about $4,000 five years ago and

he's since spent the same amount on

the drive-in to show off a “"cool’” set 5
of wheels, and spending all but the

A classic obsession

Warren Puddester

“rechroming’” and painting the lux-
ury sports car. “’It's an original car,
as opposed to restored,”” Warren ex-
plains. “On some cars the fender
might be from North Dakota and the
bumper from California, but as far
as I can determine, the upholstery,
the body panels and the carpet are
those that came with the car right
out of the factory. What I've done is
cosmetic work. Right now it’s prob-
ably worth $12,000—classic cars are
a good investment.”’

In fact, the value of classic au-
tomobiles is rising so quickly, club
members are concerned it may soon
become a hobby for only the
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wealthy. Warren says he and most
members are middle-income earners
who are simply fascinated by old au-
tomobiles. Unfortunately, with col-
lector’s cars, particularly inthe U.S.,
selling for millions of dollars, find-
ing new members could soon prove
difficult.

To join, you must own a car that's
at least 20 years old or 15 if it's a very
special vehicle. To be registered as

Cruising at the A & W Drive-in (Photo courtesy Warren Puddester).

a true antique car in Newfoundland,
a vehicle must be at least 25 years
old. ““We've got a ‘73 Corvette, ‘60
Pontiac, ‘66 T-Bird, ‘55 Chev, and a
bunch of Edsels among the 60 mem-
bers,”” says Warren. While most of
the owners are men, he says there
are about six women who own their
own vehicles, although many of
them are wives of members. He says
they’re about the only wives who
don’t complain about the continuous
cost of repair bills and yearly paint
jobs.

And there are other costs, such as
the books, magazines, service manu-
als, buttons, badges, and special key
chains. Manager of administrative
services at the Atlantic Canada Op-
portunities Agency (ACOA), Warren
even has a blue, cut-glass model of
his T-Bird in the window of his At-
lantic Place office. Still, he maintains

he's not fanatical like some car own-
ers. "'l drivemy car, and enjoy it.
Most of the club members feel that
way.’’ That's not to say, of course,
they don’t occasionally get carried
away. Warren recalls a birthday
party the club had for a car three
years ago

“One of the members had a ‘61
Ford given her in1961. It was bought
right here at George G.R. Parsons

[Ford dealer in St. John's at the time]
and it happened our car show fell on
its 25th birthday. We had a birthday
cake, the salesman who sold the car
came, and we took lots of pictures.”

All the cars at the car show are either
classics or antiques—the antiques car-
ry special plates, as does this 1931
Essex.

All their activities may not be as
frivolous as a birthday party for a
car, but they are fun. The annual car
show in May was a chance for mem-
bers to display their polished posses-
sions and to raise money for the
Children’s Rehab Centre. They’re
also in the process of restoring the
first vehicle driven on the Trans-
Canada Highway in Newfoundland
in 1965. “It'’s a Land Rover and
we're grateful to the provincial
government for donating it to the
club,” says Warren, “but finding
parts has been tough. We had to
bring in a carburetor from England,
for example, that cost several
hundred dollars. But we’re going to

Warren Puddester and his 1963 Thunderbird.

Beaton Sheppard
Associates Limited
Architects

55
£5

P.O. Box 6023

325 Duckworth St.

St. John'’s, Newfoundland
Canada A1C 5X8

BEATON SHEPPARD, MRAIC

(709) 753-7132

see if we can find some photographs
of Joey [J.R. Smallwood] and the
jeep in the provincial archives, and
there’ll be some kind of big celebra-
tion next year, the 25th anniversary
of the opening of the TCH."

But Warren says the most fun is
cruising downtown, positive yours
is the only car on the road worth
owning.
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Andy Power

Just one more bank to get over

Making leather wallets and key
cases is just a hobby for Andy Pow-
er, but without it he says he’d have
gone crazy. Andy lost the use of his
legs 23 years ago through tubercu-
losis, and has since passed his many
idle hours working free-hand de-
signs into leather which he has cut
and dyed himself, and selling the
finished products to barely recoup
expenses.

“When 1 got TB in 1966, | ended
up in the old sanitorium on Topsail
Road [in St. John's]. It took some
getting used to at first. You don’t
know what you have to go through
in this life, and that was just one
more bank for me to get over. Any-
way, there was a craft instructor
there, and I learned to work with
leather.”” When the sanitorium
closed in 1972, Andy moved to the
Hoyles-Escasoni Complex, a 410-bed
long-term care facility in St. John's,
and continued developing his craft.

““It's a pastime but I can’t depend
on it because 1 can’t market the
wallets and make any money,”’ he

Andy Power stamping in his own
design.
explains.

But he's proud of his work, and
of the awards he’s received. for it.
Plaques from craft exhibitions spon-
sored by the War Amputations of
Canada are prominently displayed

on a wall near the foot of his bed. ‘I
won first place every year for 12
years,”” he says. Unfortunately, the
sponsor has been unable to hold the
exhibition the last two years and
Andy has had no opportunity to dis-
play his leather goods.

The awards take up several
square feet of valuable space in a
small room crowded with souvenirs,
knickknacks and bric-a-brac. Paint-
ings, posters, lamps, models, figu-
rines, mugs, signs and a large cruci-
fix make up just part of his collec-
tion. He even has six hockey pucks,
souvenirs brought to him by friends
from senior league games all over
the island. Most of the items were
gifts, and Andy, an admitted pack
rat, says he can't think of any rea-
son to throw any of them out.

There’s hardly an inch of free
space, and if it weren’t for an old
sewing machine on an ancient desk,
it would be hard to guess what oc-
cupies Andy’s time. The desk top is
protected by a piece of white ar-
borite, now blackened from the dye
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staining its scarred surface. There’s
even a patch of black on the ceiling
from an accident with a spray can’s
broken nozzle.

In a corner of the room, scraps and
one large roll of skin are stacked on
a table. Two types of leather are re-
quired for the items Andy makes.
The interior is a textured hide that
doesn’t take design while the out-
side is soft, morocco leather, easily
tooled and shaped. Andy buys the
tanned skin, plastic lacing and dye
by catalogue through a local hobby
shop, which he says is expensive
and not too reliable.

“I could phone today and order
what I want, and three weeks from
now I could get a call saying it’s tan-
gled up somewhere in Ontario, or
even the U.S., and it will take
another three weeks. There are no
other suppliers 1 can use, either.
Then I've got to sell what [ make to
buy more materials. If I could afford
to invest a few hundred dollars
ahead I could sell it all.”

When he does receive his leather,
at $7.95 a square foot, he must care-
fully cut it to minimize wastage. He
dyes the skin black, since that seems
to be in greatest demand, and works
his design—usually a combination of
straight lines, triangles and
diamonds—into the piece. ““Then I
stamp on whatever initials they
want.

‘I put in the 7-inch zipper with an
ordinary sewing machine, although
1 do use a heavy-duty needle and

special thread,”” Andy continues.
“Then I punch holes around the
border and put through the lace.”
He's bought his tools piecemeal, as
he could afford them, and now has
accumulated everything he needs.
“‘But if anything breaks, I'm in trou-
ble,”” he admits.

The finished products show a
regularity born of long hours of prac-
tice, the only suggestions of hand
construction in the rare, almost im-
perceptibly crooked lines.

It takes me half a day to do each
one, but I don’t stay at it steady.
Some people order something and
want it done yesterday,”” he says of
his word-of-mouth customers.
‘‘Some say they’ll give me two or
three weeks.”’

At 47, Andy says he’s found a
way of life that makes him happy,
and he enjoys living in the Hoyles

The Hoyles Building, part of the Hoyles-Escasoni Complex.

Building. “'I have clean linen, three
square meals a day and the staff is
nice. These are my friends in here."
He spends time with his family in
Shearstown in the summer, but ex-
plains getting around in the outside
world is a constant struggle for
someone in a wheelchair.

““Even if you just get off the side-
walk you could be in trouble because
you've got to find a ramp to get back
on. Most buildings still have stairs
and hard-to-open doors.

““Whenever 1 see steps, I'm
reminded of when I was in school
years ago. We used to keep small
animals, and one morning a duck
came out of the barn, went up to the
water and had a swim. A hen fol-
lowed it right to the edge of the
pond, looked at the duck and came
back. I'll never forget the disgusted
look on its face. I guess I'm like that
old hen.”

Stephen Foster

Stephen Foster’s life is a model
one, or to be more accurate, his life
revolves around models. As a model
fabrication supervisor for Memorial
University's engineering division of
technical services, Stephen helps
build scale models for engineering
research, including offshore oil rigs
for testing purposes.

Stephen remembers a hydroelas-
tic model rig he built in 1983. Not
only was it the first of its type in the
world, the technology developed to
handle the model was also revolu-
tionary. ““We assembled it on a
drydock pallette and when we need-
ed to adjust the ballast it was float-
ed onto a static balance table in the
water and then returned to the dry-
dock pallette,” Stephen explains.

This ability to innovate carries

Modelling on a large scale

over into'Stephen’s lifelong hobby
of model aircraft building. Stephen
traces his interest back to his father
who served in the Princess Louise
Fusiliers, a Halifax regiment, and
won the Military Medal in Italy.

Stephen Foster beside one of his many cabinets of models.

‘’He received it from King George
VI at Buckingham Palace in 1945,""
Stephen reports. ““His Army service
got me interested in military tanks,
and I have a small collection now."”
A basement room of his home in
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St. John's is filled with display cases
of model aircraft, a few tanks and
other military models, and model
aircraft kits. The collection is still
growing. In 10 years of marriage
Stephen has built 115 model aircraft
and pours over magazines and
books to get exact details,

Model aircraft builders are also
amateur historians in their own

A model of a very early aircraft design.
right, and Stephen provides a pocket
history of modelbuilding.

““Models have been around longer
than aircraft,” he reveals. “The in-
vention of the wind tunnel in 1872
enabled the Wright Brothers to per-
fect their ‘Flyer” for its first flight at
Kitty Hawk. Models were used to
train World War One pilots and the
hobby started in earnest in 1918. Ear-
ly scale-models were made in wood,
but the first commercial kits were
cardboard. The Skybird wood-and-
metal kits produced in the 1930s led
to a Skybird League in Britain and
elsewhere. Frog Penguin plastic kits
followed, as did several balsa-wood
kits, but it wasn't until the
American-produced Lindberg poly-
styrene kits appeared in 1952 that
display model building rather than
model flying took over. Airfix
produced 1:72 scale kits in 1954 and
this led to the formation of the Brit-
ish Plastic Modellers Society in
1963.”"

Overseas interest was so great that
the next year the name was changed
to the International Plastic Modellers
Society with branches all around the
world.

““Model building has been a pas-
sion all my life,"”” Stephen admits.
“When 1 was 10 | whittled ship
models out of white pine from my
.| father’s woodlot in the Annapolis
Valley. Being just three miles west
of Greenwood Air Base I developed
a fascination with aircraft.””

At one time you bought a kit and
put it together as is. Now there’s a
plethora of after-market parts, in-
cluding incredibly detailed photo-
etched sheets, which means you can

build a very realistic model. But it
can be expensive.

*“When I started out, an Airfix kit
was 49 cents—the same kit now costs
seven dollars, but that's still relative-
ly inexpensive,”’ Stephen says.
"When we build a model we try to
make it as accurate as possible. I'll
experiment and go well beyond the
kit, and that’s what I find challeng-
ing, playing around with different
techniques. The kits are a quick way
to get started, but quick is relative
when I start adding details.”

Stephen’s models are of different
sizes and shapes. He makes it easy
to understand his interest as he takes
out a series of four aircraft built by
De Havilland Canada. As he talks
about each model he is actually re-
counting the development of avia-
tion in Canada.

Stephen’s model of Sea Harrier 007.

“The military trainer DHC1 Chip-
munk was a very popular bush
plane and developed into the larger
DHC2 Beaver which made a major
contribution to aviation in this coun-
try. With two tons of freight on
board they could take off in less than
600 feet. Some are still flying after 30
years. Eastern Provincial Airways
(EPA) flew them, and De Havilland
made 1,500 for the U.S. Air Force
who needed an Act of Congress to
be allowed to buy them. Shortly af-
terwards De Havilland decided to
make it larger and developed the
DHC3 Otter, and the Americans
bought 600 of those. The DHC4
Caribou, DHC5 Buffalo and DHC6
Twin Otter followed and became the
workhorses of Canadian aviation."”

There are very few Kkits for Cana-
dian aircraft and no decals so all of
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Stephen’s collection are built from
scratch. This means adapting two
types of kits: injection-moulded and
vaccuum-formed. He has both but
prefers the vacuum-formed ones,
and he has even built his own
vaccuum-forming machine to build
Sea Harriers, the British aircraft used
in the Falklands. He discovered that
the cutaway drawings he was using
are not accurate because the British
made some structural changes to the
aircraft to save weight.

“*Aircraft 007 was one of two there
for the whole war—the lettering of
Commander Bond by the cockpit is
the only flight of fancy on my part,””
he laughs. ““I built it over a three-
year period and it probably took a
good six months of work. I tend to
keep most of the models I make, but
I'll replace models as better kits be-
come available. The first model 1
built from scratch was a Messersch-

midt 110 from the mid-1960s for
which I handpainted the markings
mixing my own colors. At that time
there were no special decals or offi-
cial colors available.’

There has been a demand for
model aircraft from the Newfound-
land Museum and the Gander Avi-
ation Museum and Stephen has built
six models for them. Stephen has
been a member of the International
Plastic Modelling Society (IPMS)
since 1973 and encourages anyone
with an interest in model aircraft to
join to get the wealth of information
they publish.

The IPMS has its own magazine,
and many branches also produce
magazines and newsletters. Formed
in 1964, the Canadian Branch is one
of the largest. Its magazine, first co-
pied on a Gestetner in the basement
of an Ottawa hobby shop in 1967, is
called Random Thoughts, RT to its

Planes and boats of every description.

members—and there’s even a local.
chapter of the Canadian Branch in
St. John's.

performance

Randy Travis show

Now that St. John's is considered
a legitimate place for big-name stars
to perform, the number of head-
liners coming here is growing. In
early May, country and western fans
had their biggest treat in years as one
of Nashville’s superstars, Randy
Travis, brought his show to town.

What can we add about the show
that has not already been said? The
two sold-out shows at Memorial
Stadium were everything Randy’s
fans had hoped for, and nothing, not
even the weather, marred the occa-
sion. The fact that such a major

The local connection at the console:
Torraville.

tor, Brian Power, Ted Dillon and Mike

The local connection

event went off without a hitch
speaks volumes for the profession-
alism of the performers and of the
backstage crews. Because these
events are still a comparative rarity
here, we decided to see just what
goes on before the show.

Early in the morning a bus and
two 48-ft. 18-wheelers are parked be-
hind the stadium. The bus carries
the performers and their road crew;
the trucks are packed to the absolute
limit with equipment. By early after-
noon the equipment has been un-
loaded and is being put in place—

the job of the local crew under the
direction of Mike Torraville.

*'I've been working concerts here
for nearly five years, but this is my
first time as crew chief,”” Mike tells
us. "I started as security, then joined
the stage crew, became a deckhand
and then floor manager. I couldn’t
have picked a better show to start.
These guys work at a good, steady
pace. Some road crews come in and
work in bursts which is much hard-
er. The boxes aren’t too heavy,
either. You meet a lot of interesting
people, and you get to hear all the
shows even if you can’t see them.””

One of Mike’s crew, Ted Dillon,
is checking out the spotlights over
the stage. He’s one of 16 working
this show from about 30 on call. The
local crew handles security and loads
and unloads trucks. Ted, too, has
five years’ experience.

““We get hired on for technical as-
sistance on the spotlights and be-
tween acts we set up for the main
act,”” he explains. ‘It could be a 19-
to 22-hour day and we might not be
through until 4 a.m., but it's great
experience, especially for me with a
broadcasting career in mind.”

There’s a sequence in setting up
the stage. The chain motors go up
first, followed by the lighting, sound
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and finally the stage items, with
everything taken down in reverse.
Each show has different needs.
““The Tina Turner show here had
enough equipment for five trucks,
and Rush had four truckloads of
very sophisticated equipment,” Ted
recalls. ‘“Most of the rock'n’roll
shows have computerized lighting,
but you still have to do the focusing
The road crew couldn’t do every-
thing themselves. We've always en-
joyed working with the crews that
come in, and they like it here be-
cause it's a good arena to work in.”

Randy Tra

vis road crew take a break back, | to r: The Real Bob, ‘Bone front,
1 1o r: The Coach, Baja, Q-Man and Pup.

On the road again

We get a chance to find out about
life on the road by talking to road-
crew chief Randy Fletcher.
“Roadies’’ are an integral part of any
show, and they are often as colorful
as the performers themselves. Ran-
dy, who goes by the name, ‘Baja’.
is no exception. His nickname comes
from the famous crosscountry road
rgce in California, the Baja 1000,
which he has run on occasion. He
has had a very varied career in music
productions.

I was born and raised at Virginia
Beach, Virginia, but I got my start in
high school when Motown was the
big thing with groups like the Four
Tops, Temptations, and Diana Ross
and the Supremes,’ he reveals in a
southern drawl. “Then I moved over
to rock’n’roll for four years as a
Texas transplant with ZZ Top, and

into country music 10 years with
Waylon Jennings before going coun-
try and western and joining Randy
Travis in Nashville. It’s been a little
bit of each, two-of-the-other and
three-of-a-kind, the life I've led. Put
‘em up and tear ‘em down."’

Running a road crew is a tiring
and demanding job, but Baja obvi-
ously enjoys it and carries on light-
hearted banter with other members
of the crew meanwhile ensuring
things go exactly as planned. For all
this he’s an extremely courteous
man and enjoys the opportunity
given him by Randy Travis.

*‘Each group is different and each
artist has his own personality,”” he
explains. ““Your better artists use
fewer gimmicks or props. Our con-
cept is you hear music first of all
from a little speaker in your car, then

you go out and buy a record or even
a compact disc now. Then you go to
see the entertainer live where the
quality should be even better.

“Randy is such a good singer and
he’s just what you see on stage, and
that’s exactly what you want to
present. Groups go into light shows
and the like. Randy and his manage-
ment take the view people come to
a concert to see him and hear him
sing. The video screen helps people
in the back rows get a good view,
but the sound should be equally
good anywhere in the arena. The at-
mosphere of the show is important,
but he makes it real easy because
he’s ‘on’ every night.”

The band has been together some
time, but Randy started headlining
a year ago last New Year when the
production was put together.

AT
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They've been mostly on the road
since then.

““We have a Nashville-based crew
of six, and this year we'added five
video technicians for the tour, and
we musn’t forget to mention our two
truckdrivers,”’ Baja stresses. ‘‘You
can come in looking good, but you
can’t have a show if the trucks and
gear don’t show up on time. The
only time we don’t take our own
equipment is when we do a special
tour, like the U.S.O. tour last year
where they supplied lights. A month
ago we went to Alaska where we
used only about a third of what we
actually carry.

““The main thing is to have top
technicians who can work with any
kind of gear. We have different sys-
tems which we adjust to the size and
shape of the arena and the hanging
points for weight restrictions: What
we try to do is create an atmosphere
for each show so the audience feel
they’re at home in their living
room.””  But the constant travel
makes it more difficult for the road
crew to feel at home.

““We call the tour schedule our
‘Weekend Warrior’ times, Thursday
to Sunday, with ‘Vegas rules’ days
off, Tuesday and Wednesday,”’ Baja
jokes. “Randy draws the whole fa-
mily, 8 to 80, and it’s hard for fami-
lies to go to midweek shows,
although we sold out shows in the
middle of the week on the west
coast.”

In winter, the shows are all in-
doors, but the fair season kicks off
soon. The tour heads to Australia
and New Zealand in June which me-
ans being on the road for weeks, but
it’s something the crew has become
used to. They admit travelling to
Newfoundland was almost as tiring
with a lot of preparation for a 1,300
mile drive and a seven-hour ferry

Randy Travis

trip. Baja had been in the province
once before with Waylon Jennings
and George Jones. He remembers
that trip well.

““There was a lot of ice that time
with a cutter clearing the channel to
cross over from North Sydney,”” he
recalls. ““We didn’t get here until
3:30 in the afternoon but we pulled
the concert off in time. We couldn’t
have been any closer to the limit this
time—we just made the ferry Am-
brose Shea at North Sydney. As
soon as the doors closed we were
rolling. It was a great trip over,
though, very calm...but I still don’t
understand the half-hour time
difference.”

The band members are just arriv-
ing as we talk to Baja who, as usual,
has everything ready.

“We had ‘bus lag’ but we're ready
to go,”* Baja confirms. “We're off af-
ter the show to catch the 11:30 p.m.

ferry for a show at Sydney, and then
on to Halifax, Moncton and Frederic-
ton before heading home for a few
days. George Fox has been opening
all the Canadian shows since Win-
nipeg last June. He’s good and re-
minds you a lot of Randy, real solid
and consistent, and you can count
on a good show. Hey, what are
these nice guys doing in this busi-
ness? What's the world coming to?
They makes it real easy for us,’” Baja
jokes as the sound check starts.

As expected, the two sold-out
shows that evening are a great suc-
cess and the stadium is empty. by
noon the next day. By the time you
read this, Randy Travis and his
band, Baja, The Coach, Q-Man,
Pup, The Real Bob and ‘Bone are all
living it up on the other side of the
world leaving a lot of smiling faces
behind. Not bad for a bunch of nice
guys!

“For those interested in working in a road
crew, starting on a local crew is recom-

~ mended. About three quarters of the lo-

cal crew are regulars, mostly students. Ed
Dillon says it’s agood job for a young per-
son because the money's great but it’s not
the life for everyone. Mike Torraville
stresses you need to be quite strong to
move equipment and unload trucks.
Anyone interested should keep in touch
with Memorial Stadium as there is a cons-
tant turnover in staff as crew members|
find full-time jobs.

[@IE] COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS
AUTOMOTIVE « INDUSTRIAL
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

A.W. (ART) ABBOTT

Branch Manager

70 Kenmount Road
P.O. Box 12094
St. John’s, Nfld.
A1B 3T5

1-800-536-4646
Bus: 754-0380
Res: 781-2455
Telex: 016-4119
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Debbie McGee

The right choice

Filmmaking is an exotic profes-
sion most of us know nothing about.
Its name conjures up pictures of
Hollywood and movie sets, and the
stars we admire and emulate. For in-
dependent writers, producers and
directors, however, it's a passion
they would probably like to replace
with a genuine interest in law or
medicine, or anything else that
would guarantee them a regular
paycheque.

Debbie McGee has chosen to call
herself a filmmaker, and today she’s
sending copies of her second film,
Multiple Choice, which premiered in
St. John's in April, off to festivals
around the world for the kind of crit-
ical acclaim that will validate her off-
beat career choice to make her future
films easier to finance.

A native of Toronto, Debbie’s in-
terest in filmmaking started in Brit-
ish Columbia, where she was in-
volved with a documentary while
studying communications at Simon
Fraser University. She used the ex-
perience to write her master’s the-
sis, then attended a cinema work-
shop for women, at which she
learned the basics of her craft. In
1984, she produced her first film, Lit-
tle Mountain, a documentary about
volunteers working on an NDP elec-
tion campaign, and it was nominat-
ed for best short documentary at
Saskatchewan’s Yorkton Film Fes-

Lois Brown as Meg Harris in Multi-
ple Choice. (Jamie Lewis photo).

Debbie McGee at work in the videotape editing suite.

tival. Debbie knew she’d found her
niche.

At this point she decided to use
her knowledge and interest in film
to document how massive layoffs in
B.C., particularly in the forestry and
teaching professions, were affecting
that society. “‘I began to interview
people in Vancouver and | wanted
them to talk about social change,’’
Debbie explains.
would be depressed about losing
their jobs at first, then they would
be angry. When I found one wom-
an who had been an architect and
ended up delivering a weekly
newspaper, I thought, ‘Great, she’s

"I assumed they

A Tradition in
Newfoundland Homes
For more than a
Quarter of a Century

Newfoundland Television

INDLAND'S FIVE STAR NETWOR!

perfect,” but she wasn't upset at all.
I realized filmmakers inevitably rev-
el in human misery to make their
statements, and I didn't want to be
that way anymore."’

Debbie saw she had to find
another way to tell the story. "I
decided to write my own words and
hire actors, make it a different film
that explored the same themes in a
different way.”’

In 1986 she moved to Newfound-
land, bringing with her the $40,000
Canada Council grant to make the
film, and found her theme would be
just as appropriate here.

She worked for six weeks on the

24 HOURS A DAY
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script, writing and rewriting scenes
until she at last completed the final
draft on December 14, 1988, just two
weeks before shooting was to begin.
With well-known Newfoundland ac-
tors, Lois Brown, Andy Jones and
Maisie Rillie leading the cast, the
shoot took just 10 days.

““The biggest problem turned out
not to be money but time. We had
begun shooting when I found out I
was pregnant. Luckily I had no
morning sickness and could work."

After her son, Nicholas, was born,
Debbie did what is called a rough as-
sembly herself, taking eight months
to string the film together end to end
and prepare it for editing. "It
wouldn’t normally take that long to
do a rough cut, but there was a lot
happening to me. When Nicholas
was old enough to leave with a
babysitter, I found I couldn’t afford
to leave him for long, so I applied to
the Linda Joy Busby Media Arts
Foundation for help.”” She sent them
a copy of the rough film and told
them her story, that she had money
to finish the film but couldn’t do it
without babysitting help. She got
it—$2,000 to cover her personal ex-

penses while she finished the
project.

““I was lucky, too, to rent an apart-
ment from NIFCO [Newfoundland
Independent Filmmakers Co-
operative| with an adjoining door to
the office so I could use one of those
monitors to listen to the baby while
I worked.””

At last, two years after the whole
process began, viewers giggled and
guffawed their way through a
27-minute look at Debbie’s percep-
tion of poverty and consumerism.
Multiple Choice opened to a packed
house at the LSPU Hall in St. John's,
and received some very favorable
reviews from loca! broadcasters and
writers. ‘I was really happy about
the premiere. I used to lie in bed at
night thinking about what would be
horrible. The hall half full would be
all right. Less than half full would be
awful. To have it bursting at the
seams was wonderful!”’

Now she waits to hear from film
festivals and television stations that
might want to use the film. She's
also doing research on disabled
women for the National Film Board
of Canada and may agree to make

T LA Z IR
Andy Jones as Mr. Noseworthy in Mul-
tiple Choice. (Jamie Lewis photo)

a film based on her findings, and she
plans to begin work on new scripts
of her own. Money is always scarce
and recognition slow in coming, but
she says, “‘When you're making in-
dependent films, especially if they
have a social edge, you have to be
committed both to the content and
to the whole craft of filmmaking. I
just know I want to go forward, and
keep making films."”

— Miss Teen Gander Pageant
— Flights of Fantasy
— Demolition Derby

Festival of Flight

50 + 1... The Celebration Continues!

Join Gander August 4th to 7th as it
launches into its second half century
of aviation history! The events include

— Regatta
— Folk Festival
— Fireworks Display
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Judy Knee
Keeping step

Michael Jackson does it. Patrick
Swayze does it. Karen Kain and
Mikhail Baryshnikov do it. Now
everybody wants to learn how they
can do it too. Dance has become the
pastime of the health conscious
1980s, and shows no sign of declin-
ing in popularity as the decade nears
its end.

Judy Knee, who has run a dance
studio in St. John's for 13 years, says
when she started it was women who
signed up for her ballroom and La-
tin American dance classes. But
there has been a slow and steady in-
crease in the number of men in-
terested in learning how to dance,
and she no longer has problems
finding  partners for her female
students.

"“The attitude is still there that
boys should play hockey and girls do
ballet, but that’s changing. I've got
six or seven men learning tap and
jazz, and a few boys in ballet, not
counting the ballroom men. Now i
amacho thing to waltz and jive, and
men are often the ones who suggest
taking classes. Even if women come
without partners there are enough
men wanting to take ballroom so 1
can match them up.”

Judy began taking dance lessons
herself at the age of 4. She showed
talent and determination, and final-
ly studied in England for three years,
where she was one of 13 in England,
Scotland and Wales to win a scholar-
ship for outstanding achievement.
She returned to Newfoundland to
pass along the knowledge she’d
gained.

‘'l came home broke but the bank
took a chance. I started out small in
arented facility on Bond Street. Five
years later I got this building [a stu-
dio on Mayor Avenue] and I've been
here ever since,” Judy says.

The widespread popularity of her
discipline is clear from the numbers
who enrol. ““The biggest group are
the children from 3 to the teens, but
I'have a lot of adults, too. Myself and
another instructor, Stacey Hall,
teach all classes, and I have a secre-
tary, Barb Ashley, who does the
paperwork,”’ she explains.

The groups meet once a week, do-
ing their exercises and practising
their steps, the youngest attending

s

Judy Knee keeping one of her classes
on their toes.

Alana Kean, Katie Eustace and Ashley Knee waiting for Judy's instructions.

Business Informat

Got an idea for a business but think you need more informa-
tion? Try our Business Resource Centre. We have books on
everything from Aquaculture to Woodworking that you can

borrow by mail without charge. For more information call

1-800-563-9179
Newfoundland and Labrador Development

40- to 45-minute classes, the older
students completing hour-long ses-
sions. Judy says it’s healthy, fun,
and not all that expensive. “'There’s
an initial registration fee, and class-
es cost $25 a month. That's less than
piano lessons, skating, horseback
riding or tennis. It used to be elitist
but that’s not the case anymore. All
sorts of people come and send their
children.”

The motive for the adults is easy
to uncover. They want to dance a lit-
tle better, and if they never learn to
sweep a partner across the floor like
Fred Astaire, at least they won't em-
barrass themselves at the next fami-
ly wedding. The kids are a different
story.

‘“Sometimes they see dancers on
TV and want to be like them. Many

(1)1
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want to join because they have
friends taking lessons. Most—adults
and children—know it's good for
them, but it has to be fun for the kids
or they won't want to come every
week. With the little ones it's all
fairies or butterflies, and lots of im-
agination. We don't just touch our
toes 10 times and run around the
room 10 times.”’

So the would-be ballerinas and tap
dancers don their leotards every
week, looking forward to the big
moment at the end of every school
year when they can show off all
they’ve learned to family and
friends. ‘“We hire the Arts and Cul-
ture Centre for a week, go through
staging and technicals [testing light-
ing and sound] and dress rehearsals.
Costumes are ordered or made local-
ly, paid for by the students and par-
ents, and organized through the stu-
dio. It's fairly expensive but it's
worth it."”

Of course, Judy is talking about
the spring recital. Some dread it,
some can'’t wait to get on stage, but
they all can perform if they want to,
““There were about 460 in the show
this year. Some of the students who
excel get better roles, but there was
only one solo. I try not to do that,
since those who want to put more
into ballet, for example, have other
opportunities to do so. [ like to give
everybody a chance.”

And getting the kids out on stage
is not nearly as tough as some might
imagine. “‘Only once in all these
years have I had a child not go out
on stage,”” she recalls,

For the more serious students,
there are ballet exams, administered
by the National Ballet School, to pro-
vide certification from the Imperial
Society of Teachers of Dancing, and

Brian Gamberg playing a tap-dancing
hobo in the dance school recital.

Mary Poppins and friends.

the Canadian Dance Teachers As-
sociation gives recognition of
achievement for ballroom and Latin
American dancing. For most,
however, the recital is the culmina-

Special frocks for a special night.

tion of a year’s hard work, and prob-
ably the only way to measure their
success in emulating Baryshnikov,
or, perhaps, in simply replacing that
second left foot.

sports

Debbra Greig

The spelling of Debbra Greig's
name is not the only thing that sets
her apart. At 34, Debbie is a World
Masters diving champion on the
tower, and she won four gold me-
dals at the recent U.S. Masters in-
door championships in Cleveland,

Never too old to dive

Ohio. For Debbie, diving began
again at 30.

Born at a Canadian Army base in
Germany, Debbie spent most of her
life in British Columbia, her father’s
home province—her mother was
born in Saskatchewan. A little more

than four years ago, she decided to
move to Newfoundland as a social
worker and soon became a diving
coach

It was a major move, especially
since she hadn’t done any diving
since competing for Simon Fraser
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