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from the editor
The publishing of a small circulation (5,500-6,000)

magazine is, at best, a marginal operation requiring
constant monitoring of costs. We do our utmost to de­
vise cost-eutting measures. Our conversion to com­
puters and electronic communicating is one such strate­
gy which streamlined production and eliminated type­
setting costs. But one cost over which we have no con­
trol is postage. In fact, the morning news all too often
sets this office in a tailspin when postal increases are
announced.

A look at 40 years of postal rate hikes helps to put
a perspective on the situation. In 1949, the year New­
foundland joined Canada, the first-class letter rate was
4 cents. By 1966, it had risen t05 cents; in 1977, it was
12 cents; and in 1981, 17 cents. Today it's 38 cents, soon
togo to 39 and don't forget "peel and seal" at 42 cents.
We know prices have increased since 1981, but accord­
ing to Statistics Canada, the Consumer Price Index for
Canada (1981.100) reached 146.8 this January. Thus,
what cost $1 in 1981 costs about $1.47 now, slightly
less than a 50% increase. But within the same period
postal rates have more than doubled.

Thus, it's not hard to understand our negative reac­
tion to the federal government's announcement of its
plans to drastically cut the postal subsidy to Canadian
book and periodical publishers, despite last year's as­
surances that the program would continue for at least
another five years. Begun in the 1870s, the subsidy is
designed to give Canadians equal and affordable ac­
cess to books and magazines. The government today
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argues that books and magazines don't need subsidies,
giving as examples such national and international
publications as The Book-<Jf-the-Month Club, Time, Read­
er's Digest, Maclean's, and Newsweek.

But Lorraine Filyer, president of the Canadian Peri­
odical Publishers Association, says 60 of the associa­
tion's magazines have no profit at all, and a postal in­
crease may oblige many to fold. Decks Awash is very
vulnerable indeed. And we point out that even with
the subsidy, ma~azines' mailing costs have doubled
since 1981. We're beginning to believe there's some­
body who has a grudge against book and magazine
publishers.

Now back to Canada Post. In June it announced it
had earned a profit for the first time in 30 years and
predicts it will have a $JOO..million profit in the next
five years. To the over-burdened taxpayer this must
be welcome news.

Then, in July, we find in our mailbox Canada Post's
new four-eolor, glossy publication, "Getting Ready for
the '90s", telling us how the corporation will invest
$2 billion in the next five years to improve its service.
Let's hope there are plans to improve its service to
magazine publishers.

Meanwhile, it's renewal time for many of you, so
please check your expiry date on your address label
to avoid interruption in your subscription. For now,
it's still $10 a year or $18 for two.
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history

Charlottetown

Charlottetown was known as Brm.. n 's Cove until the
late 18(X)s. This may have been a reference to the ear·
ly arrival of a Brown family from one of several loca­
tions known to be the original home of early settlers.
Possibilities are Bonavista, where William Brown was
listed as the justice of the peace in 1791; Creenspond,
where Henry Brown was listed in 1815; or Elliston,
where Peter Brown was listed in 1832. The main cove
is also shown as Bryans Hole on topographic maps­
this may be a corruption of the original name.

Char1ottetown.

The present community name is attributed to Mrs.
Charlotte Spracklin (Hussey), the first female settler
in the 18005, although the earliest written reference is
to Edward Spracklin of King's Cove parish in 1836.
Other early families were the Chatmans, Chaulks, Hay·
leys, Murphys and Yetmans from Bonavista South, El­
liston, Trinity, Greenspond and Keels. Some older resi­
dents recall seven or so schooners built in Charlotte­
town, the biAAest a four-master, and another the
Kinsman.

Charlottetown remained a small fishing communi­
ty until the railway opened up the Clode Sound area
in 1890. With its excellent harbor and the deep,
sheltered waters of Qode Sound, Charlottetown soon
became a centre for lumber. In 1891, the 67 mainly
Methodist residents landed fish valued at $900. Two
vessels, with five men, one woman and one child
aboard, brought back 300 quintals of cod from
Labrador. Up to five sawmills operated after 1891, cut·
ting mainly spruce but also some fir, pine and birch
for barrel staves, posts, railroad ties, and firewood, and
pulpwood for export.

By 1911, Charlottetown had a post office, Methodist
and Salvation Anny schools, and 10 years later, a
Methodist church had been built-it was replaced in
1961. The 164 residents had buut one-room Methodist
and Salvation Army schools with 37 and 16 pupils
respectively. Thirty men were listed as fishermen, 10
were mechanics and nine were lumbermen. In addi­
tion, the community had a clergyman, teacher, mer-
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chant, and a government official. Two vessels went to
Labrador with eight men aboard and brought hdck 200
quintals of cod. A local sawmi.ll had 26 employees and
produced 4OO,lXXl feet of sawn spruce and 18.lXXllogs

Pulpwood was carried in steamers in the 192{h, and
continued to be shipped out until the 1970s. In 1921.
the 151 Methodist, 66 Salvation Arm)' and nine Ollrn;:h
of England residents continued to be listed mamly in
fishing and lumbering. A 15O-ton vessel had been built
in the community the year before, and three or four
ships went to the Labrador in the early 19005. Thirty­
three residents were listed as fisherman-farmers, and
there were 15 lumbermen, 12 mechanics, seven fann·
ers and four clerks. A dog and 15 horses were used
to haul wood to the three local sawmills \'\ ht're Ib .t.'5l-'

dents cut 31,200 logs. These mills produced 47,()X} fet-I
of spruce, U,(XX) feet of pine and 10,lXXl staves in 1920.
A Salvation Army citadel had been built since 1911 but
their school had dosed down. and there were 49 pupils
in the Methodist school.

The population rose to 202 by 1935, and sawmilling

•••
~ ,,..,-.. ~

•'"-x"': ;.

Emrnllnuel U"'ted Chun::h, ChIlr1ottetown.
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continued to be the main occupation until the commu·
nity became an enclave community within Terra Nova
National Park. Only one or two people got permanent
Jobs when the park started, and the loss of timber land
was a major blow to the community. A new Salvation
Army citadel was built before 1981, when there were
still three sawmills cutting pulpwood, The population
at this time was 330. Residents still have to go along
the Terra Nova road to cut wood.

Nets and I~pa. ready end waiting.

Port Blandford
Port Blandford had been known as both Birchy Point

and Gode Sound and settled in the 18805, although
the old records were lost in church fires. Today's com­
munity extends from Muddy Brook to Southwest River
and was formerly divided into the settlements of
Southwest River, Middle Brook and Northwest River,
the three brooks flowing into Clode Sound.

Port Blandford.

The first settlers came from Bloomfield, Mus­
gravetown, 8onavista, Catalina and other Bonavista
Bay communities. The Stone family was among the
first to settle, followed by the Stare (Steers) and Bland·
ford families. Jackson Greening may have been born
in the area in 1877. Those from Musgravetown settled
around 1881 for trapping or timber cutting aher several
years of wintering. Trappers also came from the south
coast. By 1884, there were 36 residents, 16 in fishing
and 13 in lumbering. Six boats landed 90 quintals of
cod and U seals. Thomas Greening and Henry Heffern
arrived around 1889 from Musgravetown.

Sam Hussie, who was born in Salmon Cove,
Bonavista Bay, was blinded dunng a snowstorm while
returning to his home in Gode Sound in 1881. He was

the first blind person to receive financial assistance
from the Newfoundland government to attend the
Halifax School for the Blind which had opened in 1871.
Sam was a pupil from 1887 to 1893 when, at age 17,
he was offered the job of junior teacher. He later at­
tended Dalhousie University and became head of the

Anglican Church of Saint Aldan.

literary department in 1902. In 1913, he helped estab­
lish a branch of the newly formed Canadian National
Institute of the Blind in Winnipeg. He returned to Hali­
fax in 1923, and retired to his home on Northwest Arm,
Halifax, in 1950, a year after he was presented with
the Canadian Council for the Blind's first award of
merit. In 1956, he received an honorary doctorate of
canon law from Kin~'s Co)]e~e.

The community was renamed Port Blandford in
honor of the Blandford family. Darius Blandford from
Greenspond settled. about 1888 and members of the
family became prominent politicians. Darius captained
the Dundee out of the community from 1900, and was
the member of the House of Assembly (MHA)
1897·1901. He retired in 1910 when George Blackmore
took over command of the Dundee. Captain Samuel
Blandford captained the Osprey, Iceland, and Neptune
1874·1906 and was the MHA from 1889 before being
appointed to the Legislative Council in 1893. Sidney
Dara Blandford (1868-1929), his son, represented
Bonavista from 1904 and was a member of various
Cabinets from 1909 and High"Sheriff of Newfoundland
1917-29.

The building of the Newfoundland Railway en·
couraged growth of the community after 1890. Laborers
were paid $1 a day. The Newfoundland Railway built
the first store run by the Carmichaels. Other stores
were run by Joseph Stone from Catalina and Frank
Steers from Portland. Coastal boats called twice a week
for freight and passengers when the railway was built.
By 1891, only 13 residents were fishing. because most
men were lumbering or working for the railway. Two



schooners went to Labrador bringing back 320 quin­
tals of cod.

Bart Pelley arrived in 1900 from Trinity Bay as alum
ber merchant. He started his business by Thorburn
Lake before setting up a steam mill at Southwest River
and opening a store in 1901. His was the first large saw·
miD in the area. He also built ships of 400-450 tons for
area merchants. His lumbering business moved to
Lewisporte and Greenspond in the early 19505, but the
pulpwood side remained at Port Blandford.

The Pardy, Peddle and Ford families arrived in the
early 19005, when more men were lumbering and
working for the railway than fishing. They also trapped
in the winter for St. John's merchants. Andrew Steers
had a mussel factory but it soon failed because of a
shortage of mussels. Other established families includ­
ing the Adams, Oouters, and Mugfords probably ar­
rived around the same time from Trinity North.
Bonavista, and Conception Bay.

St. Aidan's Church of England church was built in
the early 19005, but services were held in the school
chapel from 1900 to 1918 with Arthur Sharpe both
school teacher and lay reader. The church'<; corner­
stone was laid by Bishop Jones on August 29, 1907,
but the church was ~ot opened by the Reverends Au­
gustus C. Bagley and H.W. Facey until June 19,1918
1t was built by Edward ~itzgeraldof Red Cliff. Robert
Oakley started the Methodist church around 1903 and
the first services were held in 1905. Around 1900, the
Church of England and Methodists each built one­
room schools.

By 1911, the population had grown to 465 and resi­
dents were equally engaged in the fishery, lumbering,
shipbuilding and railway work. Port Blandford's 92 fa­
milies consisted of 229 Church of England. 174
Methodist, 60 Salvation Army, and single Roman
Catholic and Presbyterian residents. Two-thirds of the
139 children attended the Methodist and (Jundl of En­
gland schools, and there was a Salvation Army citadel

There were 110 fishermen, 28 mecharucs, 16 lumber­
men, seven government officials, four derks, two mer­
chants and one a miner, and also two clergymen and
a teacher. There was no local shore fishery, but flSher­
men went on boats to Labrador and the Grand Banks.
One small schooner went to Labrador with five men
aboard in 1910 and brought back 150 quintals of cod.
The three local sawmills employed 29 to cut 18,(0) logs,
using 28 dogs and nine horses for hauling purposes,
and 17,<XXI feet of birch, 10,<XXI feet of spruce and 5,<XXI
feet of pine were sawn. Currants and gooseberries
were an important local crop.
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night and five lives were lost-Gordon Burden and his
daughter from Port Blandford, Mrs. Walter Garrett
from Port Blandford, and Robert and Harry Skiffing~

ton from Musgravetown. A new causeway was built
and still serves as the connection to the Musgravetown
road.

Before the national park opened, Port Blandford was
an important logging area but the industry faded out
when the park took over large chunks of the logging
area Laban Davis can remember when there were 21
sawmills around Gode Sound, but timber became so
scarce his father had to move his mill to Gander.

Port Blandford remained an isolated community un­
hi the road was built to Bunyan's Cove. Many local
residents say that piece of road should have been up­
graded when the Trans-Canada went through. Port
Blandford was incorporated September 28, 19'71, after

IT'S GOOD
BUSINESS

Thousands of workers are injured on the job
each year. Most fully recover and can return to
their old Job.

Butothers need extra help. Can they
be placed in another,less strenuous po­
sition? Can they be retrained to use
other abilities, other skills? Will some
formal education or on-the-job training
help? Here's where we can work Ia­
gether. With your interest and co-op­
eration, our Rehabilitation Department
can plan a joint effort to return the dis­
abled worker to productive employment.

• Yougelbackanexperlenced,dedlcated_ker.
• His ()( her confidence and status is restored.
• We feel we've done our job too.

EVERYBODY BENEFITS.
IT'S GOOD BUSINESSI

For further information contact OIlr offICeS at:

In 1935, the population had reached 539, and two
four-room schools were built around 1950. After 1966,
high school students went to Clarenville. A }oint school
system was started in 1967, and, the following year,
became part of the Random Consolidated School
Board.

On New Year's Day, 1963, the 155-foot-Iong woo­
den causeway across Clode Sound was washed out at

St. John's
nS·1000

Grand Falls Comer Brook
489-9883 639-9960

Workers' Compensation
Commission
01 Newtounda.nd 8ftd labrMor
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having been a local improvement district.
The population dropped from 815 in 1976 to 702 in

]981. Of 195 men in the labor force, 65 >\'ere in can·
struro",n trades, 25 were managerial, 20 10 manufac­
turing, and a smaDer number in sales, clerical work,
and primary industries. HaH the 55 women in the labor
force wert employed in the servke and sales sectors,
",ith othe,s in nursing, clencal wor~ 'md processing.
Irll98i, me population had risen slightly to~. With
the goll course, winter activities and the tounst indus­
try inlpro "ing, the town's greatelit ,~~ mav well be
an unproved wate. and sewer s,stem.

"lion Untied Church cemetel')' and bell. ~

Bunyan's Cove
Although there is no record of how the community

""as named, Ray Oldford, who was born in Bunyan's
Cove in 1919, reports the Chatman, Hussey, Martin,
and Myles families arrived in the late 18005 The cen·
tral part of the commumty, known as Love Cove, is
nlder, and the first family may have settled around
1.884, although the community was not listed at the
time. The building of the railway in 1890 brought about
the establishment of a logging and sawmilling centre.
Most families came from outer parts of Bonavista and
Trinity Bays, especially Bonavista Elliston and
Creenspond.,

==_.......
St. Michael'a .nd All A.nge,- Angltcan Church.

Bunyan's Cove resident, William Tucker, reports
that Alexander Tucker arrived in 1896 from Elliston and
fished with Ray Lodge in Labrador, leaving by coastal
boat via St. Julians. Fish was bought by Arthur Par·
sons. Wilham's son, Joseph, remained and fished the
Labrador with Tobias Oldford, but his other sons,
Samuel and William, left to mine in f\,;OVd Scotia and
fish out of St. Anthony. At 96, Joseph Tucker is the

oldest living resident. lumbering and farming were
more important than fishing. although some residents
fished on the French Shor~.

In 1901, Bunvan's Cove had 182 Church of England,
Roman Catholic, and Methodist residents. With good
stands of white birch, and sofh.\oods for boat timbers,
the settlement rehe-1 more on the woods than waters.
Boatbuilding and Cal penny were major occupations in
the early 19(X)s, and there were several sawmills oper­
ating by 1911.

St, P.ul'. United Church,

By 1911, there were 170 Methodist and 63 Church
of England residents. A Methodist church had been
built, 25 pupils attended the Methodist school and 22
the Church of England school. All but 11 of the 74 men
were in the fishery, and two men worked in a nearby
lobster hctory logging was an important winter ac­
tivity, and the census listed 19 dogs and four horses.

Ten years later, in 1921, Bunyan's Cove had 206
Methodist and 73 Church of England residents, but
only 40 children were attending the two schools. The
fishery was the main occupation listed for 53 of f8 male
residents. Two vessels landed 165 quintals of cod, and
inshore fishermen landed fish valued at $1,312. Blue

Pentecost.1 Church, Buny.n'. Cove.



Bunyan's Cove-Port Blandford road under construction.

mussels and clams were harvested from the beds off
Clade Sound Narrows Island. The two sawmills em­
ployed 13 residents and cut 20,000 logs, which were
hauled by a dog and 17 horses. A iolal of 250,000 feet
of spruce and 4,000 feet of birch were sawn for Daniel
Pelley, the merchant in Port Blandford. Railway ties
were worth 40 cents each in 1920 and provided winter
income.

The 1928 List of Electors included Burry, Burt, Chat­
man, Chaulk, Clouther, Co:es. EllioH, Hobbs, Hollo­
way, Hussey, Keats, Martin, Miles, Muggeridge, Old­
ford, Penney, Phillips, Short, Tucker and White fami·
lies. In 1935, the first dirt road was built from Mus­
gravetown to Bunyan's Cove.

Nimshi Cole Crewe (1901-71), born in Bunyan's
Cove, served as the chief accountant of the Fishermen's
Union Trading Company 1925-28 and deputy auditor­
general under Commission of Government until 1950.
He later became a Provincial Archives research officer
before retiring in 1%8.

The community was known for having some of the
best stands of white birch in eastern Newfoundland.
This explains the high number of boatbuilders and car­
penters still living in the community in the 1960s. Many
residents worked in the construction of Terra Nova Na­
tional Park, although lumbering and sawmilling con­
tinued to provide most jobs.

By 1981, the population had risen to 590, and most
residents in the labor force were listed as loggers,
although there were several farmers, mechanics, car­
penters, and truck drivers. Two sawmills were still in
operation. The community has an elementary school,
but high school students attend the high school in Mug..
gravetown. There are three churches in Bunyan's
Cove: Anglican, United and Pentecostal. ~

Canning's Cove
The settlement of Cannon(s) Cove was divided into

Lower and Upper Coves. George Penney, from Cas­
tle Cove near Keels, was the first settler in Lower Cove
in the mid-l800s. He came with his wife Mary Mesh
and son Edward, born in Keels in 1842. His next son,
George, was born in Cannon Cove in 1844. William
Chatman and his wife Jane Elliott arrived from Keels
with their sons Charles, Thomas and John, all of whom
settled in Lower Cove and married women from Keels,
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and daughters Sarah, who married and moved to St.
John's, and May, who married and moved to
Musgravetown.

Speedboats at Canning's Cove.
Gary Penney reports that John Yetman moved from

Keels in the 18605 and lived by Powell's Cove. He may
have been the first settler in that part of the growing
community. The name chauged from Cannon(s) Cove
to Canning's Cove between 1874 and 1884.

Families from Bonavista and Trinity Bays came to set­
tle in the early 1870s. By 1874, Canning's Cove was
a small fishing and farming community with 57 Church
of England residents. The Moss, Pitt(s), Simmons and
Skiffington families were likely among the earliest set­
tlers. Farming land was plentiful but the harbor was
exposed and a long way from the fishing grounds,
although 38 men from the 13 families were fishing and
caught 414 quintals of fish. One 25-ton vessel with eight
aboard sailed to the seal fishery.

St. John the EV8ngelist Angllc8n Church, C8nnlng eove.

By 1891, the 113 residents had built a Chun:h of En·
gland chun:h and school, although no children were
attending at the time of the census. Twenty-eight
fishermen landed 95 quintals of cod. The community
was still small in 1911, when its population was 115
in 22 families. 51. John the Evangelist Church had been
completed, and by then there were 28 pupils in the
one-room Chun:h of England school. Thirty-one resi­
dents were listed. as fishermen, three as mechanics, two
as lumbermen, and one as a teacher. Two lobster fac­
tories employed five men and packed 54 cases from
200 traps.

Lumbering and sawmilling grew in importance in
the next decade, and the population rose to 175 by
1921. Half the 111 acres were cultivated, but the fish·
ery and lumbering dominated the local economy-25
men were listed as fishermen and 32 as lumbermen.
The lobster fishery employed half the workforce in
summer, and fow lobster factories employed eight men
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longllners at C.nnlng'. Cove

and packed 22 cases. Six local sawmills had 24 em·
ployees who cut logs, railroad ties, sawn lumber and
fll"eWood. A record 56S,OCX> feet of sawn spruce were
produced in 1920, the highest community total for the
region.

By 1935, Canning's Cove had 188 residents, but, by
1952, the logging boom had ended, although there
were still eight sawmills. Most of the lumber went to
Musgravetowl for hOLShtn~ and many residents
worked in the A.N D. camps at Terra Nova and Miller·
town. Lobster fishing continu~ to be important, sup­
plemented by salmon. herring, capello and cod. The
population grew from 238 in 1951 to 299 in 1961, and
the cod fishery improved in the 1960s and 1970s. The
1981 population was 356, but, although it is now the
only fishing community in the area, Canning's Cove
residents .....ork mainly outside the community. ~

Musgravetown
Leslie Upward's local history indicates the first set­

tlers came from 80navista around 1863--Joseph Green­
ing, his son Fred, and his brother Thomas Greening.
William Stares of Brooklyn, in a letter dated August
1866, reported that Musgrave Settlement on the north­
west side of Goose Bay was a thriving fishing and farm­
ing community that had started in 1864. Families spent
the early spring preparing the land, followed by a shore
flShery. The men then left for the Labrador while their
families cured the locally-<aught fish.

John Greening and other members of the family
were first mentioned in 1871. The Oldford, Saint and
Uttle families arrived soon after, and John Oldford built
the first boat in the community. Family tradition says

that a Little family settled in the Bonavista area about
1830 and later moved to Musgravetown, where John
Little, a plantt'r, WdS listed in 1871 'wher G&Jrge Old
ford and other family members were also present. By
1871, there were Brown Dominey, Matthews, Perry,
Reader, Romaine and Way faml1ies, and Samuel Hol­
loway and others in his family.

Herttege United Church, Musgrevetown.

The House and King families probably arrived from
Bonavista where they were mentioned in the late 17005,
and the Stead family also came from the Bonavista­
Elliston area where they amved in the late 1700s. A
Humby family arrived from Lincolnshlfe in the late
17005 or early 1800s and settled Musgravetown 10 the
mid-l800s. Family tradition states that Joseph Martin
lived in Elliston in 1825 and later moved to Mus­
gravetown. The Pitts family probably moved from
Bonavista or Greenspond in the late 18005, as did the
Skiffington family. Barbour families arrived in Bonavis­
ta and Trinity Bay communities in the early 1800s and
moved to Musgravetown later.

The community owes its name to Sir Anthony Mus­
grave, Governor of Newfoundland 1864-69, and the
first child born in the community was baptized James
Musgrave Saint in 1865. There were equal numbers of
Church of England and Wesleyans, and a Congrega­
tional minister, the Reverend Mr. Hall, visited. J.P.
Powell was a Methodist minister until the Reverend
Mr. Phinney arrived in August 1872. The Bonavista cir­
cuit of the Methodist Church listed 37 births in the
Goose Bay area 1865-n. There were already churches
at Musgravetown, Brooklyn and Southeast Arm, Port­
land and James' Cove by the late 1S(X)s.

Musgravetown was the largest community in the



mid-ISOOs with an 1869 population of 352, of whom
181 were Church of England, 162 Methodist and nine
Congregationalists. Althuugh a school building was not
listed for the community, 24 of the 68 children were
in school. The 86 hshemlen operated 19 fishing rooms,
and there were five farmers with 10 oxen, 15 cows, 147
sheep, 21.1 pips and 56 goats on 140 acres, making it
the most Important farming community on the penin.
sula except for Bonavista. The first farms had been
reported in the Canning's Cove, Lethbridge, Bloom.
field and Brooklyn area as early as the 18605.

The Musgravetown Circuit of the Methodist Church
included the Goose Bay and Gode Sound communi·
ties, Happy Adventure and Indian Ann, with churches
at Musgravetown, Southeast Arm, Charlottetown,
Bunyan's Cove, White Rock and Port Blandford. The
first burial service in Musgravetown took place in 1872.

Okl hou.. just north of the Buny.n'. Cov. Ro.d.

By 1874, the settlement had 2ffl Wesleyan and Church
of England residents. The first church was built by
Robert Strathie around 1873, although it was proba.
bly not completed until around 1880. A parsonage was
built at the same time but destroyed by fire in 1896,
and a new parsonage was not built until 1908.

Sixty-one male residents were fishing, and a single
farmer, mechanic, teacher and clergyman were listed.
Four vessels with 31 men went to the seal fishery, and
41 inshore boats landed 2,058 quintals of cod. A total
of 82 acres were being farmed with cattle, sheep, goats,
and especially pigs, and 489 pounds of butter were
produced in 1873.

By 1891, the population had grown to 300 in 46 fa·
milies, with 40 children in school, 85 men fishing, and
there were three merchants, a clergyman and a teacher.
Ten schooners, with 78 men, 10 women and seven dill·
d.ren aboard, brought back 5,547 quintals of cod from
Labrador, and local fishermen landed 120 quintals of
cod and 73 barrels of herring. The total landings at
$16,900 were the highest for the region in 1890. Farm­
ing had grown in the Musgravetown-eharlottetown
area-where there had been two farmers in 1891, there
were 21 in 1911. Vegetables were sold in the Princeton­
Brooklyn area, along with eggs, mutton, sheep and
cattle.

The population continued to grow to 353 residents
in 1911. The 45 Salvation Army members had built a
citadel; the Methodist school, maintained by the Wes·
leyan Society, had 60 pupils and the Church of England
school had 35. The fishery employed 67 men, and there
were nine mechanics, five clerks, four lumbermen,
farmers, and teachers, two government officials, mer­
chants and clergymen and a miner. The community
also had the area's only doctor.
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Slilvation Army cttadeI, Muegrav.town.

Musgravetown sent 14 schooners with 73 aboard to
Labrador in 1910 and they returned with 1,170 quin.
tals of cod. Inshore fishermen landed $4,920 in fish,
and the fishery provided summer work and the woods
occ.u~ied residents in the winter. logging was a major
activity for the region. Ten local sawmills employed
32 people and cut 23,100 logs. Men sawed 270,lXX) feet
of spruce and 3O,lXX) feet of birch, 185,lXX) staves, 3,150
wharfsticks, and 29,lXX) railroad ties. FarmUlg remained
important, too, with 91 cattle, ~ sheep, B4 pigs, 27
goats and 725 chickens listea

Fire destroyed the Methodist church on February 4,
1912, and prayer meetings were held in the Mus.
gravetown and Bloomfield schools until a new church
was built on the old site. An organ bought in 1899.
however, was saved from the fire. The Reverend Wil.
Ham Harris, born in Cardiff, Wales, arrived at St. An
thony in 1886 and later moved to Musgravetown
Together with Robert Strathte Oldford (named after
the builder of the first church) he collected $1,lXX) in
St. John's and a similar amount locally. The new floor
plan was based on the church in Hant's Harbour and
Newman Branton from that community was h~d as
the foreman. The cornerstone was laid on November
21, 1912, and the new church was completed on De.
cember 7, 1913.

Fishing, lumbering and farming provided work for
116 of t~e 366 residents in 1921, and there were eight
mecharucs, four government officials, two mt"rchants,
clerks and miners, and a teacher and clergyman. The
Church or England school was no longer operating,
but the Methodist school had 70 pupils and a new Sal·
vaticn Army school had 25. Only one vessel went to
Labrador in 1920 accounting for 250 quintals of rod
Two larger !lChooners, two inshore vessels and 25 boats
landed 51,325 worth of fish.

Muegnvetown Municipal Bulkttng.
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A third of the community's 604 acres were under cul­
tivations, and plums, damsons, cherries, strawberries,
and wild fruits ""ere important .:ash crops The -~--:

munity's 54 horses hauled 2b,350 logs to the 13 local
sawmills which produced 374,000 feet of sawn spruce,
1,030 wharfsticks, and a record 117,300 railroad ties
worth $29,300.

By 1962, there were churches at Bloomfield, Mus­
gravetown, Lethbridge, Portland, Brooklyn and Winter
Brook.

Musgravetown was incorporated March 1,1974. The
1976 population was 641 and six fewer by 1986. Of 175
men in the labor force, 40 work in construction trades,
35 in the prima.ry sector, 25 in transportation, and the
remainder in other sectors. More than half of the fe­
male labor force worked in the sales and service sectors.

~

Bloomfield
According to amateur historian and Bloomfield resi­

dent Anna ~Ile Peddle, Bloomfield was named by the
English who sailed frOIT' Bonavista to settle the area
in 1860. The very fir!':t settler was purported to b,.. ""

Honeybum from England, and Honeybum Point can
still be found on maps, along with the early names Vey
Point and Holloway Cove. Joe Honeyburn, the last of
the Honeybum family died about 50 years ago.

"There was nobody living here then," she says,
"but when they landed, the coniferous trees were very
plentiful, and led right to the water's edge, but among
them was a confusion of deciduous trees-plum and
cherry all in bloom, and that's why it was named
Bloomfield."

The bridge over Southwest Brook, on the roed to
Bloomfield.

Mrs. Peddle, a retired teacher in the process of writ­
ing a comprehensive hist.ory of the community, says
her own grandfather, John Peddil, (the name was a
derivation of the word 'peddler' and was spelled that
way in the 19th century,) was one of the first settlers
in 1860, and he was from Dorset. There are still many
Peddles living in the area and, in fact, throughout the
Bonavista Peninsula.

Sawmills quickly became important to the area's
economy, with a Holloway constructing the first more
[han i 10 years ago. There was littie fishing-there is
none today-and about 70 years ago an unsuccessful
attempt was made to mine lead and zinc.

Three families lived in the Bloomfield-Brooklyn area
at the head of Goose Bay in 1864 when 15 more ar­
rived from Bonavbta, an 1865 fisheries survey report­
ed. FarminG: W.:lS tne main attraction, with fruit quite
plentiful. Strawberries, gooseberries and red currents
ure still cash crops in the area.

: view fron the ",.aln road In Bloomfield.

Bloomfield also had a sheltered, and more impor­
tant, accessible harbor. The names of those early set­
tlers induded Reader, Perry, Strathie, Fifield, Blundon,
Little, Holloway, Peddle and Sexton. A Peddle family
tradition states that John Peddle from Portsmouth, En­
gland, settled about 1879, and other branches of the
family had settled in the Spaniard's Bay area in the
late 1700s. By 1874, 21 families, (126 people in all),
called the community home, with both Church of En­
gland and Methodist residents. At that time, 33
fishermen·farmers were reported. In 1872 the first
church, now Heritage United, built by Bloomfield resi­
dents, was constructed in Musgravetown with the co­
operation of that community's residents.

A band of Micmac Indians shared the community
and seemed to get on well with the settlers. They aban­
doned their village about 1880, according to Mrs. Ped­
dle, but a number of artifacts have since been un­
earthed in Bloomfield. Some Beothuks also visited peri­
odically but there is little recorded.

Besides the inshore fishery there was a sawmill, a
sealing boat and several schooners to employ workers,
and Methodists opened the first school in 1878. It was
followed two years later by a Church of England
school, and a Salvation Army church was established
later in 1891. By the 1950s there was just a United
Church school remaining. A four-room elementary



school was operating in 1981, bUI by thai time high
school students were being bused to Musgravetown.

With the railway in the 1890s came prosperity as nUle
sawmills cut w<XK1 for the A.N.D. Company. Fishing
became less important, with salmon and capelin the
main catches. Farming, however, continued 10 thrive
and three fuJJ4ime farmers were Ii!.ted in 1952.

Logging diminished, largely due to depletion of the
forests, in the 19505, and road construc..tion became
more important. In 1981 there \\-ere three large "aw­
mills stiJI operating, and the population had grown to
715. It remains today at between 700 and BOO. ~

Lethbridge
Lethbridge was likely settled in the 1860s, says resi·

dent amateur historian Fred Diamond. "The Stares
brothers-four of them, I believe-arrived in 1866 and
they'd be what we call hippies because they were Just
trying to get away from it all. They landed between
Portland and Brooklyn at a plac~ calle<i 5altoru. Brook
after leaving 51. John's in July. They scattered along
the south sKie of Goose Bay to Musgra\'etown but that
was too crowded for them sinc\:: there were about five
families already there, so they came over to this side
of the bay.

"There was a brook running out there," ht, says,
gesturing towards the hYing room window of his sum·
mer home in Lethbridge, "and so they called it Brook­
land, which later became Brooklyn."

Mr. Diamond says before it became Brooklyn It was
also called Southeast Arm, then the Southeast Arm of
Brooklyn, follo......ed by the name Hapeville, then Brook·
Iyn East until the early 1900s. Old maps also record
it as OUord's Point, Mosquito Cove and Blundon's
Point. He says births, deaths and marriages were
recorded in Hapeville, although much of the documen·
tation was burnt, before the name became Brooklyn
West in 1904, as chosen by the Nomenclature Board.

"It was very confusing for travellers, with Brooklyn
West, Brooklyn East and Brooklyn, so in 1913 or 1914,
I'm not sure which, the post office was called upon
to straighten it out. A fellow came down and saw that
the oldest person living here was James Lethbridge,
and he suggested the community be named after him.
And so it was."

As Hapeville, in 1874, the census reported a popu­
lation of 95, with 46 Church of England members and
49 Wesleyans in 18 families. The early families includ·

The road to the Jack W. Peddle Provlncl.l P.r1l also Iuds
to S.yvlew F.rms In Lethbridge.

ed Burts, who were first I ..entioned with planter Robert
Burt in 1871, and the Hancocks, who were widespread
in Trinity.Bay by 1763.

The 1874 census listed one sealing vessel with seven
men, 12 boats and 16 nets landing 850 quintals of cod
The community also raised 11 sheep, 60 pigs and 26
goalS.

By 1911 the population had nearly doubled, with l8i
residents in Brooklyn East. Of those, 108 were Churd'
of England, 72 Methodist and one Salvation Army ir,
34 families. There was a Church of England church and.
school with 33 pupils, and a Methodist school with 27
Twenty·three were fishing that year. and ther~ was a
clergyman. two teachers, a clerk, two government off...
cials, five farmers, four mechaml.:s and threE' limber·
men. Only four inshore boats fished that year, and
there were 41 cattle. 160 sheep and 452 chickens. The
three sawmills' six employees cut 33.500 logs and
produced 17,(0) staves and 2,600 railroad ties

Seventh-O.y Actventlst Church, Lethb~.
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Slow growth continued and the population had
reached 212 by the 1921 census. The Church of England
had 83 parishioners, there were 111 Methodists and
11 Salvation Army members in 40 families. The
Methodist school had 30 students and the Church of
England school 15. Others employed in the town in­
cluded 37 fisherman-farmers, 23 lumbermen, six farm­
ers, two mechanics, a teacher, a merchant, and 18 in
other occupations, mainly transportation. There were
13 boats listed for the community but no indication of
fishing activity. Livestock included 37 horses, 268
sheep and 52 pigs, and 11 sawmills employed 33, who
cut 24,200 logs and produced 66,000 ft. of sawn birch,
137,000 ft. of spruce, 228,000 staves and 70,((1() railroad
ties. Sixty years later in 1981 the population had tri­
pled to 686. ~

Brooklyn
According to Lovell in 1871, the settlement of Brook­

lyn began in 1866-67 because of good farming soil.
Philip and John Hancock from .Knight's Cove were said
to be the first settlers in the upper section and Mes­
each and William Stares of St. John's settled in the low­
er section. The Stares were credited with naming the
community Brooklyn, although topographical maps
show the community as Gattling's Cove, Lover's Cove,
Power's Cove and Bear Cove, as well.

St. Andrew's Anglican Church In Brooklyn Is more than
100 year. old, and Is onen called Goose Head church by
,esldents.

Pyes from Catalina, and Russells and other families
from northern Bonavista and Trinity Bays arrived soon
after, and the 1869 census first mentioned Brooklyn,
citing a population of 203. Lovell in 1871 listed Brad­
ley, Burt, Canning, Crummy, Easton, Elliott, Flynn.
Gudger, Mouland, Pinsent, Russell, Wheeler, White
and Whiteway families as fishermen-farmers, and the
Bennett, Greening, Hynes and Williams families all
received land grants in the 1870s and the 188Os.

By 1874 there were 131 residents, comprising 80
Church of England members and 51 Wesleyans in 24
families. There were 26 fishermen, three mechanics
and two farmers, and two sealing vessels with 13 men
aboard, and 14 boats and 16 nets landed 78 quintals
of cod and 50 barrels of herring. The 1874 census also
mentions 78 sheep, 92 pigs and 27 goats as the com­
mmunity's livestock complement.

In 1879 the Church of St. Andrew was built with 10­
cal labor and supplies while the Reverend Theodore

.
Nurse was missionary priest. There was also a one­
room Methodist school opened by 1879. Mrs. Philip
Hancock was the first teacher. By 19(X) both the Church
of England and Methodists operated schools.

Coake,'s Hat, Brooklyn, named for Sir William Coaker of
Port Union, says Ella Mae Perry of Bioomfield. She recalls
growing up in Port Union. "We had to salute him when
we were In Brownies and Girl Guides, because he got
everything going out there."

The 1891 census showed a population of 405, with
185 Church of England members and 220 Methodists
in 62 families. Sixty-four of 118 children were attend­
ing the one·room schools, (one Church of England and
one Methodist). There was also a Church of England
church and two Methodist churches. Five mechanics,
two fanners, a clergyman, teacher and merchant, along
with 116 fishermen were employed in the community
in that year. Ten vessels with 50 men, eight women
and three children sailed to Labrador for 2,880 quin­
tals of cod. Seventy-three boats, 40 nets and seines and
12 traps landed 478 quintals of cod and 621 barrels of
herring worth a combined total of $12,193, and a lob­
ster factory employing 21 packed 205 cases.

By 1911, the population had fallen to just 194, and

First cousin. Travi. and Blair Skiffington agree, school'.
stili out and it's always time to go fishing In Brooklyn.



This old house In Brooklyn in 1he 51ate of collapse belongs
to an elderly former resident, Mildred Hancock, now IiY­
Ing In Atlanta, Georgia.

with only 33 fishing. There were two teachers, a mer­
chant, three farmers, a mechanic and two lumbermen.
One schooner took 200 quintals of fish in Labrador,
and the shore fishery landed just 20 quintals. Two saw­
mills cut 2,000 logs and produced 30,000 feet of sawn
birch and 18,100 railroad ties. The census listed
livestock as including 17 horses, 34 cattle and 210
sheep.

The population stabilized between 1911 and 1921,
with the next census listing a population of 107 Church
of England, 77 Methodist, six Roman Catholic, one Sal·
vation Army and one other, for a total of 192. There
were 31 fishermen-farmers, 13 full-time farmers, nine
lumbermen, two government officials, two mechan­
ics, a clergyman, a merchant, a clerk and the region's
only doctor. Other occupations, mainly transportation,
accounted for the other 22 workers in the community.

Brooklyn United Church.

Only 96 of the 507 aqes available were cultivated but
plums, damsons and cherries worth $226, and small
fruits worth $98 were cash crops. Livestock comprised
24 horses, two dogs and 166 sheep, and the nine saw·
mills employing 34 cut 21,100 logs and produced 92,()))
ft. of sawn birch, 196,000 ft. of spruce, 209,000 staves
and 7,500 railroad ties.

Fishing and farming were by far the biggest employ­
ers early in the century. Brooklyn's harbor was popu­
lar with schooners, but logging for the A.N.D. Com­
pany later replaced the fishery in importance. Just one
sawmill was operating in 1940-many Brooklyn resi­
dents worked in A.N.D. sawmills in the Terra Nova­
Middleton area in the 1950s. Salmon and herring were
by then the main fisheries, and there was one full-time
farmer producing quantities of potatoes, cabbage and
hay, and keeping pigs, cattle, sheep and goats.

In 1945, Brooklyn's population had reached 188,
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comprising both Church of England and United
Church members. Local schools closed in 1971, when
a regional school opened in Musgravetown, but the
population remained relatively stable into the 1980s,
with the 1981 census citing 197 residents, and a saw­
mill continued to provide materials for the local build­
ing market. Today's population is just more than 200.

A shed on the beach in Brooklyn.

Portland
The first mention of Portland in any census was in

1911, when 122 residents were recorded. Of those, 108
were Methodist, six Church of England and eight Sal­
vation Army in 24 families. There was a Methodist
church and school with 23 pupils. There were 40 fISher­
men, two mechanics and a teacher. Three schooners
with nine aboard sailed to Labrador for 200 quintals
of cod and the shore fishery landed 136 quintals from
24 boats. Livestock comprised 60 cattle and 152 sheep,
while a sawmill employed four workers to cut 6,000
logs.

The new and the old In Portland.

Early families included Hanes, Hancock, Lane and
Moss, many of whom purportedly came from Green·
spond, and by 1921 the population had grown to just
151, with 130 Methodist and one Salvation Army in
32 families. The school had 22 pupils, and there were
31 fisherman-farmers, a merchant, a clerk, a govern­
ment official, seven farmers and seven mechanics. Four
vessels landed 130 quintals of cod that year, and there
were 11 inshore boats. A lobster factory with four em·
ployees packed just five cases, and 101 of 378 acres
were under cultivation-small fruits provided a cash
crop worth just $57. There were 23 horses, 155 sheep
and 70 cattle, as well as four sawmills with 14 em­
ployees who cut 11,700 logs, and produced 130,000 ft.
of sawn spruce, 10,000 ft. of pine and 3,500 railroad
ties. In 1981, 110 people called Portland home. \~
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Jamestown

Jamestown was known as James Cove in 1874, with
a population of 58, and has since been caned Dick's
Cove, Back's Cove and White Rock Cove, although
Portland, too, had been referred to in the past as White
Rock. There were 34 Church of England members and
24 Wesleyans in 13 families. Those families probably
included the Bowens-John Bowen was at Red Cliff by
1851-as well as Elliotts, who are not mentioned until
James Elliott and others arrived at Brooklyn in 1871.
Goulds are first mentioned with Christopher Gould
in Southern Bay in 1871, and Holloways arrived on the
Bonavista Peninsula in the early 18OOs. William Knee,
born at Poole's Island in 1821, commanded the Ice King
to the seal fishery out of Greenspond in the 1850s, the
Mosses' family tradition says that a Moss family ar­
rived from Devon at Jamestown, although there are
earlier mentions in the Bonavista area in the 1820s, and
the Muggridges are most likely descendants of Bar­
tholomew Mokridge of Tickle Cove, who was men·
tioned In 1832.

Jamestown Anglican Church.

By 1891 the population had risen to 118, with 78
Church of England members and 40 Methodists in 20
families. There were 32 children in the Church of Eng­
land school, 31 fishermen, a teacher and a merchant.
Three schooners with eight aboard caught 295 quin­
tals of cod on the Labrador, and 28 boats, '2.1 nets and
seines and two traps landed 266 quintals of cod and
97 barrels of herring.

While the number of families had grown, the popu­
lation levelled off around 1900, and the 1911 census
recorded 132 residents-109 Church of England, seven

One of the many small lumber mills In op8retlon In the
Jamestown area.

Methodist and 16 Salvation Anny in 31 familie~. There
were both a Church of England church and school with
20 pupils. There were 37 fishing, and the town boast­
ed four mechanics, three farmers, one teacher, a mer­
chant and a lumberman. One schooner to Labrador
brought back 150 quintals of cod and the shore fish­
ery landed 100 quintals. Three lobster factories packed
18 cases, while the census logged 58 cattle and 125
sheep. Two sawmills cut 3,000 logs and produced
12,000 wharfsticks and 5,900 railroad ties.

In 1921, the population had still not grown signifi­
cantly, and 157 people comprised 117 Church of En­
gland, 15 Methodist, 15 Salvation Army and 10 others
in 32 families. The Church of England School had 14
pupils and there were 29 fishermen-farmers, two
teachers, a clerk, two government officials, four farm­
ers, five mechanics, eight lumbermen and one miner.

The population remained virtually unchanged over
the next 60 years, and the 1981 census showed 150 pe0­

ple living in the community. Today the mainstay of
Jamestown's economy is the lumber industry.

Winter Brook
Like Portland, Winter Brook is a young communi­

ty, with the first settlers, accordmg to Doris Fit.lger­
aid of Winter Brook, arriving around 1900 to cut fire­
wood in the winter, hence the indusion of "Winter"
in the name. "Brook", she SdyS, comes from the many
small brooks or the large one running into the salt
water, "all good for trouting." She maintains the first
pennanent settler was John Reid from Clarenville, who

The home of John and May Reid, two of Wlntor Brook's
first settlers, Is abandoned now. John came from Claren­
ville and buUt a sawmill here nearly 100 years ago. He died
about 10 years ago at 96.



"operated a water mill one or two miles upriver, where
he lived with his family that first winter, then moved
out into the community." A number of early families
came from Flat Island, including the Butts and Ralphs,
who arrived in schooners.

Doris' great-grandfather, John Fitzgerald, was the
first poshnaster, and was asked whether he would like
his name incorporated into the town's name, but he
declined. Although she doesn't know who named the
community, there was mention of a teacher living there
at the time who may have been responsible for the
selection. Other early names appearing on maps were
Quinton's Cove, Perry Cove, Loder's Cove and Keefe's
Cove.

Just 33 residents in nine Church of England fishing
families were noted in the 1911 census. The local saw­
mill had two employees, who cut 5,000 logs and
produced 25,000 ft. of sawn birch and spruce, along
with 4,900 fence posts.

By 1921 the population had risen to just 43, with 36
Church of England members and seven Methodists in
11 families. The Church of England school had eight
pupils and one teacher. There were also 14 fisherman­
farmers, and the sawmill cut 2,700 logs and produced
5,000 ft. of sawn birch and 6,000 feet of spruce, and
2,000 staves, considerably less than 10 years before.

The community continued to rely on lumbering,
with secondary fishing, farming and construction in­
dustries, but by 1964 the population had begun to
dwindle, with just 36 people. Doris Fitzgerald estimates
today's population in Winter Brook to be between 75
and 100. ~

St. M.ry the Virgin Anglle.n Church, Winter Brook.
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The oid Anglle.n Cemetery in Winter Brook.
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the area today
Charlottetown
Clade Sound Motel
Dreams do come true

Don Spracklln lakes. rare moment of relaxation by the pool with Nellie, Donna
and wile Rose.

Situated by Terra Nova National
Park just off the Trans-Canada High­
way in Charlottetown is the C10de
Sound Motel. Anyone passing by
may not realize what the 19-unit
motel has to offer. Several attractions
have been added in the last two
years to accommodate cross-country
skiers at Terra Nova National Park
and downhill skiers at While Hills
near Clarenville which now keep the
motel busy in the winter months.

Manager NeUie Cunningham says
her father, Don Spracklin, is the big­
gest dreamer she knows. But he's a
dreamer who made his dreams come
true. He started the family business
30 years ago and is still looking for
ways to improve and expand it.

"I told him the other day I'm so
proud of him," Nellie says. "Sixty­
six years old and he hasn't given up
dreaming about what he'll do here
next year. That's what keeps him
young. He's up early in the morn-

"EVERYTHING
FOR

THE INSHORE
FISHERY"

ing to see a moose and not to bed till
one o'clock."

In the summer months, long
hours and hard work are the lot of
any tourist operator in Newfound~

land, and the Spracklins are no ex­
ception. Nellie's parents, her daugh­
ter, her brother Larry, his wife Jean,
her sister Michelle, and brother-in­
law Wilson Hayley are all involvei:l

in the business. There are also five
nephews and a niece working at the
motel and gas station, and a new
restaurant in the motel complex me­
ans even longer hours than before.

It's not all work, though. The
Clade Sound Motel has a tennis
court to work up a sweat and a pool
to cool off. The pool has been around
30 years but the tennis court was

We continue to import and
distribute the best "inshore"
fishing equipment from all
over the world.

BAY BULLS TRADING
CO. LTD.

51 Old Pennywell Ro.d
C8II"'11Oll)~~0<5II(Sl./oM·OI

l1Oll1:J3<.292t(8..,e.....)
Or",... ".,.oll'luro:l<"'<lo"notl<II~......h_ ....~_~
""~ NFLO-lMRAOOR Clode Sound Motel swimming pool and change house.



Michelle cools off by the pool.
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minds us of the B.C. provincial flag
which Nellie says she wants to fly
alongside the Canadian and New­
foundland flags.

Garden plants are also very much
part of the plan.

"When I came here two years ago
there were no plants and Dad
thought I was crazy to buy any, but
now he's got spaces left for me to fill
with plants," Nellie laughs. "I'm
not sure he realizes how much it's
costing. My nephew, who works at
the service station, also reminded
me there are plants to go up there.

"We're also going to have hang·
ing baskets on each post on the iron
railing in front of the motel. It was
built by a local mechanic, Jim Mar·
tin, a cousin, and has turned out per­
fect. I was going to have a white
picket fence but Dad had some iron
and suggested we use it. It'll save on
maintenance, too-my sister had her
steps done 11 years ago and they ha­
ven't needed painting since." ~

View of the cabin patios and garden.

I.M.P. GROUP LTD.

We serve the Fishing, Industrial, and Offshore 011 & Gas Industries of Atlantic
Canada.
WE CARRY A COMPLETE RANGE OF YOUR REQUIREMENTS INCWDlNG:

• LOBSTER - Ropes, Twines, • Main distributor 01 R.F.O. Liferafts
Buoys, Wire Mesh, Nelling • Sales a.nd service to C.S.1.

• LONGlINING - Trawl, Gangings. standards
Leadrope, Circle Hooks, Polyform • I.M.P. offers a complete range of
Buoys marine safety I!oducts

• SCALLOP - Deep Sea and In· • Liferafts • Life Rings. Distress
shore Rings, Links, Washers Signals· Surv;.tal Suits

• DEEP SEA - Hardware, Nels, • Hydrostatic Release Units, Liferaft
Trawls, Seines, Warps and Lifeboat S~plies

• PLANTSUPPlIES-FishBoxes, • P.V.C. coated 'Nire Mesh
Knives, Siones, Steels, Aprons • Insulated Fish Boxes

• MARINE HARDWARE - In- • Eagle Claw Long Shank Circle
eluding Boatbuildmg Supplies, Hooks
Marine Paints • Yanmar Diesel Engines

• FOUL WEATHER AND SAFETY • Suzuki Outboards
CLOTHING - Boots, Gloves, • International Paints
Suits

We have the best eqUipped rigging shop in Atlantic Canada and will be pleas­
ed to take care of all your wire swagging and rigging requirements.

I,M,P, GROUP LTD,
MARINE DIVISION

CORNER BROOK
709-634-3777
709-634-2097

NEWFOUNDLAND
CARBONfAR PORT AUX BASQUES
709-754-2280 709-695-7391
fORTUNE 709-695·7392

::.-:g~R1i:ETON ST. ANTHONY
709.885-2998 709-454--3688

ST. JOHN'S
709-722-4221
MARYSTOWN
709-279-2053
PORT au CHOIX
709·861-3309

built just last year.
"Larry did a lot of work on it

alongside everyone else and you
couldn't tell he was foreman," Nel·
lie reports. "The only maintenance
is painting the lines. The court's
open to the public which I wanted
for the kids in Charlottetown.
They've had a few tournaments and
it's worked out great. They can have
barbecues at the picnic tables and
their music going, too."

The swimming pool is heated now
and fenced in to meet safety and
health regulations. Nellie would
have preferred not to have a fence.
She likes keeping everything as
natural as possible and will only al­
Iowa tree to be cut down if there's
absolutely no choice.

"I lived in British Columbia for 13
years and even there we cut down
only the trees we had to," she ex·
plains. "Neighbors told us we'd
regret it because the trees would fall
down. Eventually they started plant­
ing trees when they saw how nice
our house looked."

British Columbia is still very much
on Nellie's mind. The new change
house by the pool has a hot tub and
the sunburst design in its ceiling re-
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Wayne Chaulk

One of the Other Fellers

GREENWOOD
BUILDING SUPPLIES

LTD.

All types of
building supplies

• electrical and plumbing
• furniture and appliances

• all kinds of carpet and floor
coverings

Scaffold Rental
Everday Low Prices
lethbridge. Newfoundland

Phone: 467·5161 or 467·5414

Wayne Chaulk is now best known
as the bearded guy in "Suddy
Wasisname and the Other Fellas",
but for many years he was a full-time
teacher at the local school. The
group is so popular that Wayne now
moonlights as a teacher rather than
as a musician, an arrangement he
likes.

Born at Come by Chance hospital
Wayne has lived all his life in
Charlottetown, and says the credit
for any musical talent goes to his
father, Hector, who plays violin,
mandolin, guitar and harmonica,
although he's never performed in
public.

"Both Dad and my mother Irene
were very supportive in terms of
buying instruments and allowing me
to make any musical noise I want­
ed. My brother, Vern, also plays
well. My wife Caroline, who was
born in Gander and teaches special
services half time in Charlottetown,
is very understanding. We have two
sons, Zak, 14, and Lucas, 10.
They're both interested in music,

and Zak is averaging three hours a
day playing music on his own, He
took violin and piano lessons for
three years but is now concentrating
on guitar." \

The Buddy show has just returned
from a successful 13-day visit to the

nation's capital with nine sold-out
performances at the Ottawa National
Arts Centre. Wayne says audiences
were enthusiastic with some 50-70
Newfoundlanders at each perfor­
mance, including some Newfound­
land politicians who brought along
their office staff. Clearly, the group
has arrived!

"We didn't change our show too
much-we don't want to lose our
uniqueness," Wayne reports.
"Some people may have to come
back two or three times to under­
stand some of the Newfoundland
references, although we do slow
down somewhat to explain the
punch lines."

A Buddy show is an experience
you don't soon forget, full of com­
edy and a mix of musical styles, but
a concert is not as "ad lib" as it ap­
pears. A lot of work goes into each
song and routine, as Wayne
explains.

"The three of us are very differ­
ent, but things have come together
so well," he says. "Ray Uohnson)
has the traditional element and
comes from a small town in Concep­
tion Bay, Kevin (Blackmore] comes
from a larger town with a strong mu­
sical background and is a good song­
writer as well as a comedian. My em­
phasis is being the straight man and
writing the serious music; however,
Kevin and I write many of the songs
together, even the comedy routines,
while Ray has a store of traditional
tunes he arranges for us. He's also



nECKS .'WASH 19

Charlottetown view.

Buddy Waslsname and the Other Fellers on ttage at the Newman Sound am.
phttheatre In 1985. From left: Wayne Chaulk, Kevin 8111Ckmore and Ray Johneon.

(l09) 753-7132

feelings. Songs can come to me
anywhere-a rainbow over Platter's
Island, maybe while I'm having a
cup of tea on the beach. I feel hap­
py about that-you don't have t.,
suffer to be a songwriter. The song.
almost seem to create themselves­
I'm just the means through whk'"
they pass."

Fans will be happy to hear that all
three group members are committed
to the group for 10 years. In fact,
Wayne says they aU hope to be play·
ing music together in their 70s.

"Family comes first, and Buddy's
second," Wayne notes. f\l!

P.O. Box 6023
325 Duckworth 51.
51. John's, Newfoundland
Canada A1C 5X8

CO Beaton Sheppard
oJ Associates Limited

Architects

BEATON SHEPPARD. MRAIC

others come because of the name."
For all his public performances

Wayne still enjoys the outdoor hfe
at home in Newfoundland, another
trait he says he inherited from his
parents.

''I'm a person who's very interest­
ed in nature," he states. "Dad took
me canoeing when I was young and
I have a love for natural environ­
ments. All my songs involve the
pleasures and natural joys of the out­
doors, and there's nothing I like bet­
ter than being out on the water and
camping out.

"One song, 'Saltwater joys', I
finished two weeks ago sums up my

good at coming up with a tune for
our lyrics.

"We have more balance in the act
now. Our aim from the beginning
has always been to balance the show
with a sprinkling of comedy, recita·
tions, singalongs and serious bal­
lads. We tTy to run the audience
through a whole gamut of emotions
in a show"

The three have recorded Iwo al­
bums SO far and are In the initial
stages of gathering material for a
third, The first was produced in a
studio with extra musicians. but the
second was a live recording.

"All three of tiS strongly felt that
we derive :l lot of energy from au·
dience !t'..ponse and come across
better as a live group," Wayne ex·
plains. "So the second album, 'Nods
and Winks', was recorded live at the
Arts and Culture Centre in SI.
john's, and that's probably the way
we'll do the third album. It takes
longer to do a studio album travel­
ling back and forth to the studio­
you can do a live album with two
concerts back to back. We have
enough material built up for an al­
bum. My material is already written,
but there's some coUaboration still to
do."

As a rule, they're on the road for
15 days at a stretch, but for a British
Columbia tour it was 23 days and
they'll soon be off on a 21·day tour
from Ontario to British Columbia.

"We ask our agent in Toronto to
book us for 15 days," Wayne notes.
"We haven't been to the States yet
but we'll be there in September on
a New Brunswick Arts Council tour
for three or four concerts in Maine.
We've also been approached by f'CC'
pie from Texas and Washington who
want to hire us for conventions, and
we're talking about perfonnmg at a
ftsheries convention in Glasgow,
Scotland, in April 1990.

"It's very gratifying to be in de­
mand, to be getting the audiences
and to be actuaUy making money. I
was teaching in Glovertown, but
now we're so busy I'll just be sub­
stituting. We're heading out Satur·
day morning to Ray's home at job's
Cove to be filmed by crv for a Live
it Up segment. We've been on New
Faces and Wayne Rostad's On the
Road CBC·TV show, and it's sur­
prising how many people saw the
clips. We've literally had thousands
of people who came to concerts be·
cause they saw the clips, although



Chaulk's Food King, Charlottetown.

There has been a small increase in
business since the golf course
opened, especially since a lot of gol­
fers stay at the C10de Sound Motel.
Les, who played in the celebrity golf
tournament this spring and spon­
sored a hole for $5(X), also has a con­
cession, "The Link", situated by the
5th hole.

"We sell used balls, and pop,
chips, and fly dope-we haven't sold
much of that this summer," Les
jokes. "I'd probably lose the conces­
sion if the course goes private and
expands to 18 holes because th~y'd

want a clubhouse."
Another major activity for Charlot­

tetown Enterprises is the national
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Charlottetown Enterprises

Groceries, golf and garbage
Les Chaulk, 44, operates one of

Charlottetown's more varied enter­
prises. With his wife and 16 em­
ployees, he runs a local grocery
store, has a concession stand on the
Twin Rivers golf course, operates a
construction and renovation compa­
ny, paves driveways and provides a
waste disposal service for Terra
Nova National Park. Diversity is a
means of avoiding a downturn in ac­
tivity, and Les is qUick to take on
something new.

''I've just started into paving
driveways," he explains. "Char­
lottetown Enterprises was a constru­
tion and renovation firm, but, with
most people wanting to do work for
themselves to save labor costs, it's
just not economical for us to do
much now. I had a fishing licence,
but I sold my lobster licence this
spring because I had a bad back.
There's only one full-time fisherman
in the community, and anyone else
is just going out to jig a few cod.
There's more boats here than fish."

Les has had the grocery store op­
posite the fishing stage since 1976,
and he joined the Food King chain
in March 1988.

"That has increased our business
a bit and gets us a better purchasing
discount," he says. "We're open
long hours all week, especially in the
summer months. Tourists add to our
business in summer, but we're off
the main road and get _mostly the
same people who know where we
are."

park's waste disposal contract.
"We do both campgrounds, the

golf course, and picnic areas," Les
reports. "Last week we had to go
back after supper to Newman Sound
campground because they had a
bear there. It was just a small one
two years old, but it was around five
nights and ripped one canvas tent to
shreds to get at garbage someone
had left in it."

It sounds like Les and his staff
have had an interesting summer so
far, and the season isn't half over.
More people are discovering the area
now, even though the weather isn't
kind to us on our visit. ~

~Welding Limited
Specializing in Fish Processing Equipment

Box 51, Bay Bulls, Newfoundland ADA 1CO
Telephone (709) 334-3303 • Telex 016-3204

MACHINE WORK

ALUMINUM AND STEEL FABRICATION

AND

WELDING REPAIR SERVICES
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