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. way of""S8}ing'"'aog catcher".
This led us to examine this age of euphemisms. It

seems that society has devised a whole menage of con·
voluted expressions to describe what used to be rela­
tively simple. For example, politicians talk about "this
point in time"-whatever happened to "now"? Em·
ployers call themselves "equaJ opportunity employer"·
meaning, we guess, that they don't discriminate.
Movie reviewers talk about "mature subject matter"­
meaning we're not sure what.

outside back cover and if it says "Expires October
1989", this is the last issue you will receive unless you
renew. The years go by so fast, why not renew for two
years at S18 and save $2? Until next time, when we'U
be in the Port aux Basques area.
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from the editor
Every so often, something catches our eye. As we

were driving away from the printers after finishing off
the last issue, just ahead we saw a brightly painted van
adorned with the words, "Animal Control Unit". This
brought an involuntary chuckle-just what did this
sign mean? Inside the van's cavernous body, were
there uniformed men controUing animals? Could there
be a recakitrant moose or rabbit that some "controller"
might be endeavoring to persuade to more acceptable
behavior? Or perhaps some circus performer might be
training his tigers and lions. Of course, all of the above
are mere idle speculations. "Animal Control Unit" is
today's way of saying "dog catcher".

This led us to examine this age of euphemisms. It
seems that society has devised a whole menage of con­
voluted expressions to describe what used to be rela·
tively simple. For example, politicians talk about "this
point in time"-whatever happened to "now"? Em­
ployers caD themselves "equal opportunity employer"·
meaning, we guess, that they don't discriminate.
Movie reviewers talk about "mature subject matter"­
meaning we're not sure what.

Just listen to the news or read the newspaper and
endless such examples abound. One newscast men­
tioned "indirect talks about the hostages" in Iran. It
eludes us how anyone can have "indirect talks" about
anything; in fact, we've come to the point where we
have to act as our own translators trying to figure out
just what is meant by any particular word or phrase.
If only people would keep things simple so they les­
sen the chance of being misunderstood-we'U put that
thought on our "most wanted list".

As a parting shot, in plain English, it's renewal time
for most of you. Please look at the address label on the
outside back cover and if it says "Expires October
1989", this is the last issue you will receive unless you
renew. The years go by so fast, why not renew for two
years at $18 and save $2? Until next time, when we'll
be in the Port aux Basques area.
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Fortune and Grand Bank to Garnish



history

Grand Bank

Rich in legends and incredible true stories of the sea,
the history of Grand Bank is well documented by those
who caU the Burin Peninsula town their home. Earli­
est concrete evidence in a French census dates Grand
Bank to 1687, but it is most likely, according to Garfield
FizzaTd in his book, Unto the Sea, that both Basque
and French fishermen at least visited the area and p0s­

sibly built permanent structures there in the 15005. It
is quite likely the Basques came from their base in Port

Grand BlInk harbor, c. 1190 (Photo Courtesy Allan Stoodley)

aux Basques to take advantage of the already well­
known fishing grounds, and Samuel de Champlain
noted the St. Pierre fishery early in the 16005, indicat­
ing French activity on the south coast much earlier in
the previous century.

The name itself, from the French "Grand Bane",
meaning "large bank", illustrates the French influence.
The reason for the choice of name is not obvious, and
Fiuard says settlers might have been referring to any
one of the many "banks" along the coast in the area.
He postulates it is most likely, however, that the whole
plateau making up much of the present townsite is the
basis for Grand Bank's name.

In his article, "In Search of a Small Town, Archival­
Iy", Grand Bank native Bert Riggs subdivided the his~

tory into five distinct eras, the first being the French
Period from 1687 to 1714.

The French came from Brittany in northern France,
and fished mainly on the banks, as opposed to the En~

glish, who limited their operations to the inshore dur~

ing the 16th and 17th centuries. The French used hooks
and lines from their ships' decks to catch cod, taking
on bait and water at ports along the south coast of the
island before heading for the banks. Fish was wet salt­
ed in the holds and taken to France to dry.

The fishery was valuable to the French, and to pro­
tect their investment in the New World, France sent
soldiers in 1662 to Placentia to fortify settlements. Many
boatkeepers from there spread around the foot of the
Burin Peninsula and St. Pierre, Fiuard maintains, but
there are no precise records of the communities they
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founded. By the late 17th century, however, Grand
Bank was undoubtedly included.

Early settlers found it to have a good harbor for the
type of vessel used in the early fishery-the shallop,
a shallow boat manned by a crew of three or four. The
bar on the eastern side of the harbor ensured no en~

trance at low tide and a narrrow passag~ at high, there
was a wide beach for landing, cleaning and drying cod,
with bait fISh available. The soil was good for grow~
ing vegetables and the wood supply adequate.

When France began to regulate the fishery in New~

foundland, the government of Brittany assigned 60
men to Grand Bank in 1662. They probably still did
not stay the winter, but by 1687, Grand Bank had two
year-round families, one with a young daughter, and
both having their own homes. Another man didn't
have his family with him, but in aU there were three
men, probably boatkeepers, who settled, owned shal­
lops, and hired servants from France for the summer
fishery. The census of 1687 listed 39 servants, accom~
modation for them, houses, stages, fish stores and a
church. There were also 18 muskets-probably for
hunting.

The second French census in 1691 cited only one fa­
mily in Grand Bank plus five adults, and in 1693 the
following names were listed: Jean and Marie Bourny,
their servants and children, and other men named
Guillaume Chevallier and Jean Grandin. If a found­
ing family can be named, it was surely the Boumys,
who braved the isolation and elements of the Burin
Peninsula for at least two decades, perhaps three.

In 1714, the second period. designated by Riggs as
the "Early English", was about to begin. The Treaty
of Utrecht in 1713 ceded Newfoundland to the English
after a bitter conOid between France and England and
William Tavenor, a Newfoundland captain, was ap­
pointed to survey and chart the territory gained from
the French. Settlers were invited to swear allegiance
to the Crown, and French merchant ships were forced
to leave.

Tavenor's log book shows the follOWing entry for Au~

Dories In G,..nd BlInk harbor, 1897 (Photo Courtesy Allan
5100d1ey)
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gust 12, 1714: "Ordered captain of the Tyger GaJ{y to
proceed with his ship to St. Peter'!!, (St. Pierre) and
went myself to administer the oath of allegiance to the
inhabitants of Grand Bank and Fortune."

There \'¥ere four planters or boatkeepers, Jean Bour-

ny, Jean Vildeaux, -Stephen Furothe and M. DesaIeur,
who had a difficult decision to make. They could stay
and become British-facing hanging were they to
return to France, or leave and lo:.e aU they had worked
for-stages, stores and houses. All four took the oath.
Of the 43 men in Grand Bank at the time, only nine
refused, but most of the French left that winter any­
way, making it dear they would be back.

The war had drained the English; thus. they couldn't
take advantage of the opportunity to take over a lucra­
tive fishery because it was expensive to bring in a num­
ber of settlers to the south coast communities. Instead,
they chose to try the Grand Banks fishery.

The next influx of settlers to Grand Bank took place

G",nd Ihnk beach, c. 1900 (Photo Courtesy Allan Stoodley).

following the Seven Years War, which ended in 1763
wlien the Treaty of Paris ceded St. Pierre and Mique­
Ion to the French. Tradition has it, Fizzard relates, that
brothers John and Jonathan Hickman were among
them.

Jonathan was born in 1747 aboard a ship as the fa­
mily sailed from England to North America. His father
died when he fell into the hold of the ship, and his
mother went into premature labor and gave birth right
there. Jonathan was not expected to live, but his
mother wrapped him in cotton bunting and he sur-

vived. In fact, he lived until in 1847 when he died at
100 years of age.

His mother needed a Job, and became housekeeper
for a British army offker in St. Pierre, but when Jona­
than was just 16, they were forced to leave their home
and make a new hfe in Grand Bank. The brothers
opened up the town. one moving south and the other
north of what is now Church Street, and built houses.

In 1765. Captain James Cook. who was commis­
sioned to chart the area, surveyed the Burin Peninsu­
la that summer. The following winter he wrote on his
chart: "Ships may anchor under the shore anywhere

G",nd Bank w.tertronl c. 1900 (Photo Courtesy Allan
Stoodley).

between Great Garnish and Grand Bank but will only
be sheltered from the land winds."

The fishery in the 17005 had its ups and downs, with
Grand Bank selling its dried fish to English merchants.
probably to Clarke and Young in Harbour Breton. In
poor years, servants often couldn't get credit enough
to go home to Europe and remained during the winter,
becoming further indebted to the planters. In the se­
cond half of the century, Grand Bank traded with En­
glish, French and American traders, although, by then,
dealing with foreign governments was illegal. Fiuard
says, "One of the most persistent themes of the his·
tory of Newfoundland's South Coast has been its re­
lations, legal and illegal, with the islands of St. Pierre
and Miquelon."

51. Pierre and Miquelon wanted Newfoundland's
wood for building and fish, and Grand Bank wanted
what the French had to sell. English merchants dis­
liked the competition from the islands and &om Ameri­
can colonists, but there was little they could do other
than impose taxes and restrict trade but the restrictions
were unenforceable.

During the American Revolution, privateers harassed
Grand Bank and the entire south coast. It became so
difficult to fish in Fortune Bay at the height of the con­
flict, fishermen were forced to stop for one season. En­
glish bankers on the Grand Banks were frequently at­
tacked. St. Pierre was sympathetic to the American
cause and they became a safe haven for the privateers
until 1778, when France joined the United States and
declared war on England. St. Pierre fell shortly after­
wards to English attack.

American privateer Andrew Sherburne wrote of be­
ing attacked by Grand Bank men as he and four others
sailed toward them. They were fired on, but the master



of the Grand Bank schooner prevented murder. The
privateers then were taken to the town, where they
were nearly killed by a seething mob. An old woman
stepped in. recognizing that if they had a letter of mar­
que. (letter of permission from the Amertcan govern­
ment to plunder), they were political prisoners and,
thus, could not be killed. Such was the case. The
unknown woman had managed some conlTol over the
crowd and saved the captives' lives. as the rabble be­
came incensed by the existence of such a licence.

By 1803, there were 198 residents, and violence be­
came commonplace. often, says Fiz.zard, because of al­
cohol from 51. Pierre. Governor John Duckworth and
local magistrate Charles Cramer decided a church and
a jail were needed. Raising the money to build them
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TOWN OF GRAND BANK

A Rich History and Prosperous Future

Rex C. Matthews
Mayor

The Grend Bank Fire. March 1, 1930. Peter Dawson Col­
lecllon (Photo Courtesy Still and Moving Images collection.
ProvlOcial Archives of Newfoundland and labrador)

turned out to be easier than finding a clergyman will­
ing to move to the isolated area. People met for serv·
ices in private homes, but Cramer objected and ordered
the services discontinued. Fizzard suggests his objec­
tion was because services were conducted in the Wes­
leyan or Methodist manner, which irked the staunch
Church of England Cramer.

At any rate, a letter of protest dated 1811 and signed
by 39 men was sent to Thomas Higgins, the commu­
nity's lay reader, and Governor Duckworth. But
Cramer retired the follOWing year and the matter was
dropped.

It seemed the community was sharply divided be­
tween the Church of England and the Methodist
denominations, and hearing of the lack of clergy in for­
tune Bay, the Wesleyan Missionary Society in England
dispatched Richard Knight to Grand Bank in 1816. So
began the period identified by Riggs as the "Coming
of the Methodists". Eight Methodist ministers were
to serve Grand Bank in the next 14 years. Travel was
difficult and the work hard but they seemed driven in
a place Knight described as " ... (with few exceptions)
inhabited by a people as totally ignorant of the saving
influence of the gospel as those who worship at the
shrine of Mohammed."

Two schools in Grand Bank had been listed in the
census but closed after Knight arrived. In 1819. John
Ryan was teaching at a Church of England school but
there is little information about it. The Methodist
church took responsibility for educating the children,
adding reading and writing to Sunday school.

By 1836. the community had 285 residents compris­
ing 162 adults and 123 children. There were 47 adult
servants, 115 planters, 37 fishing boats, 45 dwelling
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houses, and two merchants, one of whom was Wil­
liam Evans. The chief industry remained the fishery.

Government began to playa more obvious role in
the community, particularly with the passing in 1836
of an act which prevented the French from fishing for
capelin, herring and mackerel. all bait fish, and ordered
Newfoundlanders not to sell them bait. It didn't stop

the local trade, however. Tea, sugar, tobacco, cloth­
ing and alcohol were smuggled in exchange for game,
wood and bail. The law was difficult to enforce and
Grand Bank was a wide open town. William Evans be­
came stipendiary magistrate. In 1838, John Trovel was
made constable.

About 40 years had passed without a school when
in 1842 the Wesleyan church hired a teacher, John
("Pa") Lucas. Most of the children appar~t1y regu­
larly attended after his arrival, says Fizzard. Early in
the century Eleanor Chilcott was the local healer, but
in 1840 a doctor named Hunt arrived.

In 1837, the road was begun to Fortune, using
government money, and, by 1860, there were 475liv­
ing in Grand Bank to use it. Over the next two decades
the population grew dramatically, and, by 1884, there
were 1,038 people.

The fishery, meanwhile, was developing as new
techniques were discovered or adopted. In the early
18505 shallops were abandoned in favor of the open
punt used close to shore. A smaUer crew and more ef­
ficient design meant better catches. The skiff and
schooner were used offshore. As early as 1781 there

A banking .chooner In the 1940•• Believed to be Robert W.
Stoodley photo. Photo Courtesy Allan Stoodley)

G. & A. Buffett'. MerUyn ca.lr, Date unknown. (Photo Courtesy
Allan Stoodley)

was at least one schooner, a smaller version of the
banking schooner, but by the 18705, schooners could
range from Labrador to the United States, they had
become so large and seaworthy. The use of the punt
made servants more self-sufficient as they could now
work for themselves with a much smaller initial invest­
ment. In 1862, the trawl or bultow had been introduced
to Grand Bank, revolutionizing the fishing industry.

Riggs cites the beginning of the banks fishery as the
start of a new period, the "Banking Fishery", with
Samuel Harris taking the first schooner to the Grand
Banks in 1881.

In 1882, Samuel Harris established the Samuel Har­
ris Export Company to purchase fish for export. It was
followed quickly by G. & A Buffett, Foote's, Tibba's,
Patten's and Forsey's as the major, early mercantile
firms. •

Hooks and lines were replaced by the dory, which
could be carried on the schooners and used with
trawls. The government offered a bounty on vessels
being fitted for the banks to encourage the bank fish­
ery and there was a sudden proliferation of these ships.
In 1884, says Fizzard, 15 were being built in Grand
Bank, and in 1886, seven were under construction.

Newfoundland passed the Bait Act in 1888 in yet
another attempt to prevent local residents from seil­
ing bait to the French, who, like the Americans, were
being subsidized by their govemment. In 1889, 330
ships went to the Banks, marking the zenith of the
bank fishery. By 1900, however, only one-fifth that
number were going. The 18805 were prosperous and
names of merchants began to appear in records. They
included Forsey, Evans, Harris, Hickman, Rose and
Tibbo. The harbor was dredged and a wooden light­
house built on a new breakwater. The last decade of
the century saw a downturn in the fishery with poor
markets and catches, but the way of life changed little
before the 20th century.

The spiritual centre of the community changed direc­
tion slightly also during this time, when in 1887 Cap­
tain Larder and Cadet Churchill of the Salvation Army
arrived in Grand Bank. Larder wrote on October 29,
1887, just one month after her arrival: "The past week
has been one of vktory, the devil has been defeated
and God glorified. We can report eighteen precious
souls for the week and more to follow, keep believing
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for Grand Bank." The first indoor service was conduct­
ed in a tin shop owned by Edward Evans, located on
the east side of Water Street.

Intolerance of the new denomination was strong at

f'

I
The Ariel leaving Grand Bank for 51. Pierre (Robert W.
Stoodley photo, courtesy Allan Stoodley)

first, but the Salvationists quickly became important
in the community. Ronald Noseworthy in his"A His­
tory of The Salvation Army in Grand Bank" states that
many dissatisfied Wesleyans joined the Army when
the name of John Wesley was dropped from their
Church's name.

The War Gy, January 21, 1888, carried a letter from
Adj. Tom Callhoun, Newfoundland's first district
officer. He wrote, "I want to send you a few lines about
our first Barracks in this staunch little island, and the
way our soldiers feel about these things; they say their

Memorial Day, 1954. Grand Bank United Church is in the
background (Robert W. Stoodley photo, courtesy Allan
Stoodtey)

motto is: 'less talk and more work', and at Grand Bank
they have been putting this into practice....Only a short
while after opening the station I received a letter from
Captain Larder, saying: 'The people here, talk. of build­
ing a new Barracks', but talk being very cheap at the
time, 1 paid little attention to it. In two weeks more,
I received another letter saying: 'The people have start­
ed the new Barracks'.

"I now began to think it meant something but did
not get very much excited, having heard of people be­
fore never getting any further than a start.

"But, when the next letter came saying: 'The new
Barracks will soon be finished; yesterday there were
twenty-two men working at it besides me', the 'ME'
meaning the lass Captain, I started with Cadet French
on the first boat going west."

The telegraph came to Grand Bank in 1885, and the

Grand Bank's War Memorial today

coastal boat Glencoe in 1899 included the community
on its regular route from Placentia to Port aux Basques,
carrying mail and passengers. By 1900, Grand Bank
was perhaps the most important community on the
coast.

The First World War brought death to many Grand
Bank families, but it also brought prosperity. Markets
were strong and the fishery good. Many schooners
were bought on shares with several merchants or in­
dividuals purchasing vessels, but the credit system re­
mained in effect. Workers had little choice but to buy
goods at the owner's shop against the balance of their
account receivable.

The land where the Seamen's Museum now stands,
and from Point of Beach to the end of the natural beach,
was all used for drying fish, employing a method
characteristic of the French. In 1941, in his article
"Grand Bank, Flourishing Fishing Capital of Fortune
Bay-Haven of the Banker Fleet", Gran Bane (believed
to be A.F. Buffett) describes the scene, "One of the
noteworthy sights of Grand Bank is that of 'the

,
Portuguese hospital ship, the first Gil Eannes, In front of
the Grand Bank lighthouse In the 1940s. It was replaced In
1955 by a new, specially designed hospital ship, also called
the Gil Eannes (Robert W. Stoodley photo, courtesy Allan
Stoodley).
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J.B. Foote & Sons Ltd., one of the oldest bUSInesses on the
Burin Peninsula

beaches' where the codfish are cured and made ready
for market. Sometimes as many as 20,000 qUintals can
be seen at once, a sight which occurs nowhere else in
Newfoundland."

Other species became important. Salmon was caught
and sold as early as 1857 but was not a large industry.
Lobster, on the other hand, began to bring a signifi­
cant amount of revenue into the town in the 188Os. By
1891, a lobster factory employed 55 men and six wom­
en and exported more than 300 cases of canned lob­
ster a year. By 1901 there were 12 such factories but
within a decade the industry had declined. It still re­
mains a limited fishery. Frozen bait and cod oil were
also minor products.

A devastating fire on March 1, 1930, destroyed a large
part of the waterfront. It started in the store of G. &
A. Buffett, but there was no firefighting equipment and
water had to be brought from the harbor. Patten's and
Forsey's stores next to Buffett's were lost. as were
homes on the opposite side of the street. The coastal
boat arrived and helped with her hose to bring the fire
under control, but not before many of the town's lar­
gest businesses were razed.

The last schooner was built in Grand Bank in 1935
but the bank fishery lasted until the Second World
War, which depressed world markets. When fresh
frozen processing was introduced, the saltfish trade
declined rapidly. The "Post-War" period is the most
recent identified by Riggs.

In 1943, a petition was presented in favor of form­
ing a town council, followed by one against. Grand
Bank incorporated in that year, despite many residents'

~..

Grand Bank Hospital is being phased out and replaced by
a newer, regional facility In Burin

fears of taxation. The six original council members were
Merrill Tibbo, Samuel Stoodley, Percival Hickman,
Philip Gillard, Clayton Camp and Robert Riggs. Some
citizens refused to pay taxes and licences and so four
Newfoundland Rangers were brought from St.
Lawrence and Lamaline, and the 5.5. Home brought
50 Constabulary members from St. John's to enforce
the law. There were no confrontations of consequence
thereafter.

By 1949, there were few schooners left. Among them
were the Mabel Dorothy, Nina W. Corkum, Freda M.,
Pauline C. Winter, L.A. Dunton, Jean and Mona, and
the Harold Guy. The L.A. Dunton used trawls but the
fish was sent to plants for freezing, while the other
owners wrung the last few dollars from the saltfish
trade. An artificial dryer was tried by G. & A. Buffett
but it had little effect on the decline of the saltfish
industry.

In 1952, Job Brothers & Company Limited built a

The Grand Bank senior citizens' home

processing plant and introduced deep-sea draggers to
the area, revitalizing a flagging fishery. Hazen Russell
formed Bonavista Cold Storage Company, which took
over the Job's plant in 1955, which was subsequently

The lighthouse stili greets visitors from all over the wortd.
Here, Catherine Pugln from New York and Marwan Kreldle
of Philadelphia take In the sights



sold to the Lake Group of Companies Limited in 1973.
Under the fisheries restructuring plan in the early
1980s, its final and current owner became Fishery
Products International. Under Russell's control, the
company sent out the Blue Mist II under Captain Frank
Thornhill, the Blue Wave II under Captain Freeman
Hatch, and the Blue Comet under Captain Jacob
Thornhill.

In February 1959 one of the worst sea disasters in
Grand Bank's history was recorded when the B/ue
Wave IIdisappeared. Evening Telegram correspondent
Allan Stoodley wrote on February 11, "Relatives and
friends of the men have not completely given up
hope." The Telegram reported on the 12th, however,
that "Grand Bank and Fortune are mourning for the
16 men who are lost on the Blue Wave... .!t is now
almost certain that the Blue Wave.. .capsized and sank
when many tons of ice formed on her in sub-zero
temperatures. "

Then in 1966 the Blue Mist llwas lost with 13 deaths,
11 of whom were from Grand Bank. The fall of the salt­
fish industry was a violent one.

Today, Grand Bank is still an important centre on
the Burin Peninsula, although Marystown has taken
a lion's share of retail trade. The FPI plant is the main
employer and there are few independent fishermen.
The population reached 3,901 by 1981 and was 3,732
in 1986. Townspeople display a fierce pride in their
heritage and, with two museums, a library and a new
tourist chalet in Goobies, they hope Grand Bank will
soon be more than a short stop along the way for
tourists. ~

Fortune

Fortune lies in a shallow valley surrounded by low
hiJIs. It was built on the western side of the Burin
Peninsula, in the "toe" of the "boot", adjacent to a
tidal estuary, Fortune Barasway, which forms a shal­
low harbor reaching into the valley. Its history is inex­
tricably linked to that of Grand Bank, and has followed
a similar path of development. although a healthy rival­
ry between the communities ensures continued in­
dependence and distinctiveness.

The Portuguese word, "Fortuna" began to appear
on Spanish and Italian maps in the early 1500s, but
there's some debate today whether the name meant
good or bad fortune. The best-known reference is on
the map prepared by the famous explorer Verrazano
in 1528, although Majollo in 1527 and Ribeiro in 1529
also mentioned Europeans in the area. It is likely the
Basques established in the area, as they did in Grand
Bank, a thriving fishing industry by the mid-1600s.

The 1687 French census taken by Captain Parat Lada
listed Baie de Fortune as having a population of n,
but historians believe the reference was to Fortune it­
self. Usted were one family and 63 servants, with three
houses, one church and 37 muskets-it would seem
hunting was an important pastime in Fortune. Cattle
were present together with evidence of subsistence
farming. In 1689, a chart of the north part of America
printed in England for William Fifber and John Thorn-
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Fortune War Memorial c. 1950 (Photo Courtesy Still and M0v­
ing Images collection, Provincial Archives of Newfoundland
and Labrador)

ton shows a place marked "Fortue" about where For­
tune stands today.

As in Grand Bank, fishermen returned to Europe in
the winter, with few staying to form a permanent set­
tlement. But some residents listed in the 1693 census
still lived in Fortune the following year, indicating
some permanancy even then. They included Laurens
MilIou, Marie LeManquet and Jean Chartier. By 1697
there were seven people resident, as noted by Le­
moyne d'Iberville, who took a census which showed
"a Fortune 7 personnes". According to G.P. Maison­
neuve et Larose in Histoire de 1a Peche Francais de la
Mocue dans L'Amerique, population was sparce at that
time, and ships made the laws.

The European conflict between English and French
affected Fortune, and when Queen Anne's War (War
of the Spanish Succession. 1702-1713) ended, four of
the families in Fortune swore an oath of allegiance to
George I. Under the Treaty of Utrecht, many disputes
between England and France were settled, with much
French land being relinquished. Newfoundland was
ceded to the English, and the episode marked the end
of French expansion and the rise of the British Empire.

The French in Fortune were given the choice of be­
coming British subjects or leaVing, and as in Grand
Bank, attachment to their new home proved strong.
But the French were not finished with Fortune.
Trade-legal and ilIegal-<ontinued between New­
foundland and France, and, even today, the link be­
tween St. Pierre and Miquelon and Burin Peninsula
communities remains strong.

When English citizens were forced from St. Pierre
in 1763, they became part of what many consider the
first permanent settlement of Fortune. The Treaty of
Paris (1763) gave the French some fishing rights in
Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, a5 weU
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as a non-military fishing station at St. Pierre and Mi­
quelon. The English who were forced out looked natur·
ally to Newfoundland's south coast as a new home be­
cause it was so much like the one they had to leave
behind. The community began to grow, and structures
built by the new inhabitants were noted in Captain
Cook's chart of the south coast in 1767, showing For­
tune with a bar across the mouth of the harbor and
indicating buildings on the eastern side.

By the beginning of the 1800s the English were es­
tablished in Fortune. Around that time, John Lake of
Placentia Bay discovered the bay when fishing for bait.
A storm drove him into the harbor, and he was able
to sail through the gut to remain safe until the storm
was over. He found the harbor uninhabited, with trees
growing to the water's edge. He and his brother
returned the following year, along with a number of
other families from Placentia Bay, and some histori­
ans consider their arrival the true beginnings of For­
tune as a community.

The main attractions were a large, sheltered harbor,
usually ice free year round, and a climate ideal for cur­
ing fish. While fog was commonplace, it rarely settled
on the beaches around Fortune and Grand Bank. There
was also an extended fishing season, beginning earli­
er than either the northern or eastern fisheries, and
plenty of capelin and herring for bait. During the ear­
ly years, the men fished, the women cured the catch,
kept cattle and gardened. The lifestyle was simple­
they used cod oil lamps for some time, while the bet­
ter off used candles.

When the Battle of Waterloo was being fought in Eu-

I wish to join in the recog­
nition of the history and
heritage of the towns of
Grand Bank and Fortune.

It is appropriate that focus
be given to these areas,
and the proud people
whose ancestry has ena­
bled them to live in thriv­
ing communities.

The towns of Grand Bank and Fortune are
steeped in history. The backbone of the econo­
my. as with the rest of the province, lies with the
fishery. Over the years, it has extended from the
proud banking fishery to the modern technologi­
cal industry it has become today. and the outlook
for the future is bright.

Of course, history evolves from people; and this
is very much evidenced by the residents of Grand
Bank and Fortune, their businesses, and their un­
complicated way of life,

It has been a pleasure to serve the people of
Grand Bank and Fortune over the past seven
years, as part of the district of Grand Bank, and
1look forward to continuing that relationship in
the future.

Best Wishes!

~~

BILL MATTHEWS
District of Grand Bank

rope, Aaron Forsey had money in the Bank of England,
London. The money, probably deposited for .forsey
by the Newman's firm at Harbour Breton, was taken
overby the war commissioners as early as 1815. Years
later, the money with interest was drawn out of Chan­
cery by Forsey's descendants.

Early residents, including the Lakes,

Fortune waterfront and fishplant c. 1960 (Photo Courtesy
Still and Moving Images collection, Provincial Archives of New­
foundland and Labrador)

Methodists, and between 1801 and 1811, John Lake
held services in his home. The Grand Bank-Fortune
circuit became established with the Reverend Richard
Knight's arrival in 1817, and he solemnized the first
wedding in Fortune that year between William Ben­
nett and Mary A. Buffett. A small chapel, (23 by 17.5
ft.), was built in Fortune in 1828. In 1877, the town was
large enough to become an independent circuit, and
had its own minister, the Reverend Jabez Hill. By 1966,
six Methodist churches had come and gone.

The Salvation Army arrived in 1888 and held serv­
ices in the Orange Hall and the Masonic Hall, until
1890, when the first Barracks was built. Most residents
were Methodists or Salvationists until the 1950s reset­
tlement program, when many Anglicans arrived from
other Fortune Bay communities, and an Anglican
church was built in 1962.

From the beginning, education was important to resi­
dents. In 1817, Mr. Woundy taught classes in an empty
house until a school was built about 10 years later. Just
before and after Woundy died in 1848, the school de­
teriorated and students stopped attending. The-school
inspector was struck by the dirty schoolhouse and
reported to the Protestant school board his findings of
an aging, incompetent schoolmaster "addicted to us­
ing oaths and other improper language". A new school
was built in 1854, owned by the community and oper­
ated by the Fortune Elementary School Board.

They would have better luck with the new school­
master. James N. Haddon arrived in 1867, stayed for
46 years during which the school earned a superior
reputation. Fortune built its fourth school in 1892, and,
by 1898, there were three teachers and four divisions:
Royal Readers, Primary, Preliminary and Intermedi­
ate. The fifth school came in 1939 and the sixth-an
all-grade school called Haddon Academy-in 1%3. In
1%9, Fortune Collegiate became the only high school



The original Masonic Lodge, Number 1378, founded in For­
tune, 1871

and, in 1977, Lake Academy opened to replace Had­
don ACiidemy.

A doctor visited as early as 1830, since it was report­
ed that SJm Henley, medical practitioner, was acciden­
tally shot .md killed on February 15 of that year. The
first Newfoundland census in 1&36 listed 163 residents,
mcluding Gal1ops, Kearlys, Vies, Maugers, Forseys,
Andrews, Buffetts and Hamiltons. There were 22 boats
and subsistence farming was continuing.

Transportation was mainly by water, but in 1840, a
government official, Thomas Byrne, wrote a report for
the House of Assembly, stating, "From Grand Bank
to Fortune, a distance of four miles, the road is open
to ,1 width of 16 feet, the stumps of the trees are left
standing, unlike other outports....The road runs for
considerable way parallel to the seashore, running on
the level with six bridges, 24 to 30 ft. in length and 12
fl. wide, being well constructed." In summer 18% For­
tune was surrounded by fire started by men working
on the road at the Big Bridge, and it continued for
several days due to dry weather. Much of the coun·
tryside was destroyed.

In 1871, Lovell reported 805 people living in Fortune,
including Bennetts, Buffetts, Lakes, Mavens, Spencers
and Thomalls. There were 69 fishermen; 23 planters;
a merchant, Joseph G. Iladdock; a general storekeep­
er, Elias Mager; and a merchant, James P. Snook. In
1872, road inspector John Kavanah reported land was
"not prosecuted with energy, consequently they have
to depend on P.E. Island to supply them with
vegetables.' ,

Eternity Rock, on the highway between Fortune and Grand
Bank, was purportedly the first outdoor church tor both
towns. Today It remains a religious billboard, and has car­
ried the word "eternity" for many years.
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By 1874, eight vessels ranging from .16 to 34 tons were
under construction, and, in 1890, the largest recorded
vessel, weighing 66 tons, was built in Fortune. One
more attempt was made to turn Fortune into a ship­
building centre when R. and L. Grandy opened a yard
in 1960. It specialized in wooden-hulled vessels and
was relatively successful for more than 20 years.

With the first schooners visiting the Grand Banks in
the 188Os, the inshore fishery was all but abandoned.
Entrepreneurs "Saw money to be made in Fortune by
outfitting schooners for the Banks, since the fishing
season was an extended one, lasting about 10 months.
Vessels were outfitted around the first of March-gear
obtained, repairs made and bait caught, then the crew
was taken on, with two men per dory, a captain, cook
and cadge (gaffer) to catch lines of dories as they came
up to the vessel.

In the spring and summer, the fishermen went to
the Grand Banks, and later in the fall to Labrador.
Keeping bait fresh was a problem, and vessels returned

Bikes are a common site In both Grand Bank and Fortune

to port every 10 to 15 days as the ice aboard melted.
Fish was split and cleaned on board while women did
the curing ashore.

John E. Lake and CB. Spencer both became promi·
nent businessmen before 1900. These men and others
started the days of the large mercantile houses in For­
tune. Following their lead, Lake & Lake Limited, for
example, was established in 1913 by H.B.C Lake and
Harry Lake, and was incorporated in 1938. Other lo­
cal enterprises included CB. Spencer and George T.
Dixon. Many of the firms are still evident in Fortune's
business district.

The early punts quickly gave way to jacks or horned
boats, and eventually to schooners. Early schooner
catches were sold to Newman and Company at Har­
bour Breton and Nicolle's at Jersey Harbour, but soon
Fortune merchants began to deal directly with Hali­
fax, Spain and Portugal, followed by other European
and South American and West Indian markets.

John E. Lake also built a can·manufacturing factory
in Fortune in 1880, using machines for cutting, round­
ing, edging and pressing tin, and supplying cans for
Lake's own business, as well as for lobster factories
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around Fortune Bay. The factory employed many lo­
cal residents and operated for more than 20 years, un­
til newer, more efficient manufacturing methods drove
it out of business.

In 1907, Lake established Newfoundland's first fur­
niture factory a three-storey wooden building on the
west side of the harbor. Measuring 180 by 80 ft., it
had 27 modern woodworking machines purchased in
Canada and the U.S., and the company paid $4,406

All Saints Anglican Church, Fortune

in wages. It built household furniture, and even sup­
plied 1,000 chairs for the Nickel Theatre located in the
Benevolent Irish Society Hall on Military Road in St.
John's, Newfoundland's first cinema. The factory em­
ployed 37 men and manufactured chairs, tables,
daybeds, bedroom tables, mantelpieces, and window
sashes and frames, all of which were shipped through­
out Newfoundland. At the same time, the enterpris­
ing Mr. Lake also opened a boot factory which was des­
troyed by fire in 1908, and a large mercantile establish­
ment and general merchandise store. The furniture fac­
tory stopped operating in 1971 and most of the
machinery was sold and shipped to St. John's.

In the early 19(X)s, Fortune's reputation as an impor­
tant industrial and fishing community grew, and the
harbor was too shallow for the increasing traffic, so it
was dredged for the first time in 1906, and again in
1912. Even today, harbor improvements remain a
priority.

By 1901, there were just fewer than 1,000 full-time
residents, and the population rose slightly in the next

Fortune Harbor

Salva1ion Army, Fortune Corps

35 years. During that time. the town boasted a Loyal
Orange Lodge, a temperance society, post office, tele­
graph office, lighthouse and Bank of Nova Scotia. An
earthquake and tidal wave devastated the peninsula
in 1929, and Fortune first got electricity in January 1930.
Sixty places were wired, including shops and public
buildings.

In spite of the progress, by 1945, at the end of the
war, (Fortune was well represented, particularly in the
navy, in both World Wars), many had left to find work
on the U.S. base at Argentia. In 1946, the town was
incorporated, and in 1949, the Burin highway's open­
ing ended the Peninsula's isolation.

The Atlantic Guardian visited Fortune in 1948, and
wrote, "Fortune is a settlement of great importance,
being one of the few remaining places from which the
bank fishery is carried on. The town is clean, attrac­
tive and progressive, and its appearance, no less than
its achievements, provide (sic] ample evidence of the
development that must attend the efforts of citizens
determined to make a better community....Last year,
a main sewer of 1100 feet was laid. A regular garbage
collection is taken, and a special clean-up week in May
keeps the population civic minded. Plans for a new
library are going ahead and a most commendable
achievement of late is the erection of a community
house for poor and aged people. This will be main­
tained by public subSCription."

In 1947, an artificial fish dryer was built in Fortune
by George T. Dixon, a firm established in 1897 and in-

Softball Is one of the favourite Sport8 In 1he area



corporated in 1942, and it was used until 1952. The At­
lantic Guardian said of Dixon's, "The firm supplies
three vessels for the bank fishery. Not only are they
one of the biggest wholesale suppliers on the coast,
but they do a thriving retail business as well."

In 1952, a fresh frozen fish processing plant was
opened by Fortune Bay Products Limited at a cost of
$2 million. The bank fishery was finished, and trawl­
ers had taken over.

With the plant's opening, the population once again
grew. Just four years later, however, the plant went
bankrupt and closed, and fishermen returned to the
inshore harvest for their livelihood.

Booth Fisheries Limited, a U.s.-based company,
bought the plant in 1959 and within 10 years it became

The connection between Fortune and St. Pierre has been
a long and usually rewarding one, and the ferry now In use
makes it even closer, completing a one-way trip In less
than an hour.

the second largest frozen fish producer in Atlantic
Canada. Plant facUities were considered quite modem,
and Booth introduced a number of innovations to the
fishery in the area, including the stern trawler.

In the same decade, South Coast Bakery, the first
bakery on the Burin Peninsula, was established. For­
tune was also the first in the area to have a dry clean­
er and it also became the distribution point for Brook­
field Ice Cream. Work was once again plentiful, and,
by 1%1, the population had reached 1,360. People
moved from Brunette and Sagona Islands for work,
and resettlement brought hundreds more from many
small communities around Fortune Bay and farther
afield, particularly the Point Crewe-Lamaline area~ To
accommodate the influx of new residents, 25 houses
were constructed, but many of the immigrants float­
ed their homes with them.

In 1977, the Lake Group bought the fish plant, and
five years later, they were operating 16 stern trawlers
and seven side trawlers, supplying its plants in Grand
Bank, Fortune, and Gaultois. The plant at Fortune was
a major employer in the community, with more than
400 workers, and also supported Burin Peninsula in­
shore fishermen by buying their catches.

The plant is now operated by Fishery Products In­
ternational, and is the chief employer in the area.
Tourism is becoming significant as visitors en route to
51. Pierre and Miquelon recognize the charm and his­
tory of Fortune. The link with the French islands re­
mains strong, not so much anymore from extensive
trading, but because proximity warrants co-operation
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to exploit the tourist industry. A ferry makes regular
trips back and forth, and Fortune's customs office is
a busy one.

While most residents recognize accommodations for
large numbers of tourists are lacking, their town has
much to offer those who take the time to stop to visit.

~

L'Anse-au-Ioup,
Little Barrasway
and Molliers

L'Anse-au-Ioup does not appear in census docu­
ments and was probably included with Grand Bank
to the west or with Molliers to the east. There were,

Cabins by lake near Little Barraswsy

however, enough people living in the area to justify
a post office being built some time between 1887 and
1904, and which operated until the 1920s.

Little Barrasway a few miles to the east was never
a large settlement and was combined with Molliers,
which first appeared as Molyers, in the 1857 and 1869
census records. In 1857 the population of Molyers and
Little Barrasway was 11 Wesleyans in two families who
landed 22 quintals of cod and raised 21 cattle and other
livestock on nine cultivated acres. By 1869, there was
just one family of seven.

One family was still present at Little Barrasway in

Sul1ln' Newfle style: ATV and dirt bike riders skirt the
shoreline near Grand Beach.



14 - DeCKS AWASH

Grand Beach

"Fraggle Rock" campsite near Molllers

1884 when its seven members landed 12 quintals of cod
and farmed 20 acres. Another Methodist family
brought the population to nine in 1901, but only three
acres were being cultivated. The community does not
appear in later census documents.

Molliers had just 14 Wesleyan residents in 1884. The
three families cultivated 31 acres and caught 22 quin­
tals of cod and one tierce of salmon. By 1901, the popu­
lation had doubled to 29 in five families who caught
109 quintals of cod worth 5716 and operated a lobster
factory which packed 22 cases.

The population of Molliers rose to 38 in eight
Methodist families by 1921. Their seven boats landed
65 quintals of cod worth $522, and 36 acres were
cultivated.

In the mid-l9OJs, all three communities were aban­
doned in terms of year-round occupation, but in re­
cent years they have become the sites of summer cabins
and cottages, several of which are quite impressive.
Most of the owners maintain permanent residences in
Grand Bank and Fortune. There are also a number of
campsites by the main road. ~

Grand Beach is an unin..:orporatl-d community on the
western side of a large barachOl" pond separated lrom
Fortune Bay by a one-mile beil..:h. Captain Cook tlur­
veyed the coast of Fortune Bay in 17&::;. His journal for
July 12 indicated that he stopped at Grand Beilch on
his way to Garnish:

At 3 pm weighed and came to sail. sent the
cutter inshore to sound. At 8 anchored off
the point of Gr.:lnd Be.lch, employed sound­
ing the coast and the cutter inshore as before.

The community appear~ on his 1775 map and was
included with Great Garnhh (Frenchman's Cove) in
unofficial census records of 1827 and 1828.

The first official census in 1836 listed eight Church
of England and Roman Catholic residents with two
fishing vessels and 4.5 acres of cultivated land. One
of the first residents was Joseph Follett, a young En­
glishman who succeeeded in stowing away on his third

Grand Beach cemetery

HERE'S To THE WINNERS,
WE'RE ON YOUR WAY

INNCOMPARABLE

B=d~~~~=~~=ce, ~Ie=i~en~u:.~::an~:il:~roond
comfort and a central location It reasonable rates. And, they in every one of our 5a'Vice facilities. That's why travellers
expect it wherever their travels take them. -in the know· have chosen Holiday Inn as a name they can

Holiday Inn St John's has been meeting those demands trust And, why they keep coming back.
for years. We're staffed by friendly AUantic Canadians who For reservations, call your travel agent, your nearest
take pride in their service. No mal:kr where your business Holiday Inn, or call us by name:
Iakesy"", Go_mcntC..ll,e .. always llllhehean 1-800.HOLIDAY
of things, near the acbon. And, always It the ~,

*~~VU": 160 PORTUGAL COVE ROAD,
~--_"":-_-t ST, JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND A1B2N2
~ TEL. (709ln2-o506



Grand Beach Point

attempt. The story goes that he thought there was sil­
ver (or the picking on trees in Ne\\tfoundland-because
of spring sleet storms (silver thaw). He soon learned
his mistake but stayed to fish and (arm and raise six
sons and (our daughters, who married into the Hollett,
Hiscock, Rideout and Tibbo families.

Samuel Follett was a general merchant from Top­
sham in Devon, England, who became the master of
the 100-ton Ann after 1699. Benjamin Follett, also from
Topsham, shipped lumber from Fortune Bay from as
early as 1756. Interestingly, among his cargoes from
1769 on were bullrushes. John Follett was another lum­
ber merchant in the late 1700s. A Samuel Anstey was
first mentioned in 1841, the Ansteys having settled at
Grand Bank around 1800. The Clarke and Hollett fa·
milies moved to Grand Beach from Burin. John Clarke,
and Samuel and Thomas Hollett were first mentioned
in 1805.

The Methodist minister, the Reverend John Addy,
visited the community in 1836, but a church was not
built until after 1910. By 1857, the population had in­
creased to 29 in three families who cured 210 quintals
of cod and cultivated 14 acres. In 1869, there were just
24 in Church of England, Roman Catholic and Wes·
leyan families. The Hiscock family originally settled in
Conception and Trinity Bays in the mid·late 1700s and
arrived in Grand Beach in the late 18OOs.

By 1884, the population was 54. Fishermen landed
250 quintals of cod and the residents cultivated 26
acres. In 1891, a lobster factory employing five men
and seven women produced 1,179 cases. A post office
and telegraph station opened in the late 1800s, indicat·

Root cellar at Grand Beach Point
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ing a period of prosperity in the days of the banking
schooners. By 1901, all 77 residents were listed as
Methodists. Three were fisherman-farmers, and 22
fishermen landed 548 quintals of cod worth $2,273.

The population doubled to 105 by 1911, and a
Methodist church had been built by 1921, when the
population was 130 and one government official, 23
fisherman-farmers, and 31 fishermen were listed. Their
23 boats landed 939 quintals of cod worth $7,098, and
60 cultivated acres supported 10 horses and 112 sheep.

Growth was restricted because there was no wharf
and the harbor at Grand Beach was too shallow for the
coastal boats, so residents travelled by small boat to
Grand Bank or Garnish. The more enterprising would

Grand Beach shoreline

drive from Grand Beach 10 Burin, as George Foote
wrote:

There were only two cars here when Iland­
ed mine: Doctor Burke had a new Ford
Coupe and George Pallen had an old Ford
Model T....And then a little later Gus Pat­
ten had an old Essex come down from Syd­
ney on a coal schooner. In 1926 Gus's car and
mine were the first to go from Grand Bank
to Burin. One Sunday we decided to make
the trip. Each of us had three or four friends
with us. We had block and tackle and every­
thing on board because in those days around
Molliers and Grand Beach, you'd get out
when you saw a mud hole. You'd cut some
boughs and put in the holes. And if she got
stuck, we'd put tackle on the tree and haul
her out and go on again ... .It took us most
of a day to get there. We left early in the
morning and got there about three or four
o'clock.

A road connection to Grand Bank was completed in
the 1940s strengthening the commercial ties between
the two communities. Dried cod and other fish
products were purchased mainly by Grand Bank firms
such as Samuel Harris Export Company, Grand Bank
Fisheries, G. and A. Buffett, and Forward and Tibbo.

The first school was not built until after 1900 and was
replaced by a two-room school in the 1930s. It was
closed in 1969 when students were bused to schools
in Grand Bank. The population rose to a high of 187
by 1945, but declined to 166 in 1956 and 134 in 1966.
Sawmilling started in the early 1900s and several mills
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operated until the 1960s. Many young people left the
community to find employment in larger Burin Penin·
sula communities.

The 1976 population of Grand Beach was 106, and
111 in 1986. There is full employment with more than
half the 35 men in the work force fishing and others
in fish processing. Many Grand Beach families moved
to Grand Bank in the 1970s and early 19805, since many
residents worked at the Lake Group of Companies fish­
plant at Grand Bank or on the company's deep-sea
trawlers. ~

Frenchman's Cove

Barnes was married at Frenchman's Cove in 1857 at
age 26.

Other families came from other Burin Peninsula com·
munities. Bond families were living in Lamaline and
Grand Bank in 1829 and 1830, and Sarah Bond was
mentioned in Frenchman's Cove in 1853. The Tibbo
family arrived at Grand Bank and Long Island by 1816
before settling in Frenchman's Cove.

As Great Garnish in 1857, the community had a
population of 32 mainly Church of England residents.
The six families operated 11 boats, caught 670 quin­
tals of cod, and had cleared 28 acres. By 1869, the popu­
lation had risen to 76 in Church of England and Ro­
man Catholic families.

In 1871, Lovell's Newfoundland Directory lists Tho­
mas Bond, Stephen Cluett and John Grandy as
planters, and John and Thomas Gluett, John Cunnin­
gham, John Miles, John and William Osmond, Samuel
Rideout, John Tapper and Patrick Whittle as fishermen.

Banking schooners left Grand Bank with many

IT'S GOOD
BUSINESS

Thousands of worlters are injured on the job
each year. Most fully recover and can return to
their old job.

For further information contact our offices at:

EVERYBODY BENEFITS.
IT'S GOOD BUSINESSI

• You getback an experlenced,dedlcated wotker.
• His Of her confidence and status Is restored.
• We feel we'Ve done our job too.

Grand Falls Corner Brook
489-9883 639-9960

Workers' Compensation
Commission
01 Newfoundland .nd Labra60r

51. John's
nS-1000

But others need extra help. Can they
be placed in another, less strenuous po­
sition? Can they be retrained to use
other abilities, other skills? Will some
formal education or on-the-job training
help? Here's where we can work to­
gether. With your interest and co-op­
eration, our Rehabilitation Department
can plan a joint effort to return the dis­
abled worker to productive employment.

Frenchman's Cove runs along both sides of a nar­
row channel connecting Fortune Bay and Great Gar­
nish Barrasway via a cove also known as Frenchman's
Cove. The name dates back to at least the 1760s and
is reported in surveys conducted by Captain Cook. It
was probably named by English fishermen to ac­
knowledge the presence of French fishermen in the
area.

The first settlers may have been the Ouetts who fled
France in the late 1700s and arrived on the south coast
of Newfoundland. Other early settlers included the
Shears, Simms, Osmond, Power and Rideout families.
John Shears was a resident as early as 1828 and Benja­
min Osmond was granted land in 1838. Other family
references are all later than 1850.

In 1836, there were 22 Roman Catholic and Church
of England residents living in three houses. They fished
and farmed 14 acres of land around the settlement. The
Reverend John Addy, the Methodist clergyman at
Grand Bank, reported walking from Grand Bank to
Frenchman's Cove to hold services. Nine years later,
as Great Garnish, the community was listed with
Grand Beach.

Some of the families present from the 1850s came
from Belleoram and other Fortune Bay communities.
The Ouett family first settled at Belleoram in the early
1800s, and John Ouett and others moved to French·
man's Cove before 1871. The Myles family first settled
at Terrenceville in the 18205. Robert Rideout was first
mentioned for Pass Island in 1831 and Samuel Rideout
was listed for Frenchman's Cove in 1853. Abraham
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Frenchman's Cove residents aboard in the late '~s.
Other fishermen operated motor dories in the lJl. .)re
fishery, catching salmon, lobster and herring as well
as cod. Sawmilling was a major activity from the
mid·l800s when the Cluetts are said to have started
a sawmill.

By 1901, the population had reached 97 in 23 Church
of England, Roman Catholic and Methodist families,
but only four children were reported in a school
designed for 40 pupils. Ten lobster factories packed 222
cases, and 204 quintals of cod valued at $3,509 were
landed. Most lobster factories closed in the 1920s. By
1911, the population had increased again to 149.

There were still no churches by the late 1800s,
although there were regular visits from the Methodist
clergyman stationed at Garnish after 1886 and from
Church of England and Roman Catholic priests resi­
dent in other Burin Peninsula communities. Early serv­
kes were held in private homes until the first one­
room, all-grade schools were built by the Church of
England around 1900, the Methodists in the 1920s and
the Roman Catholics in 1926. The Church of England
school burned down but was soon rebuilt. Census
reports make no mention of sawmilling until 1921,
when there were two small mills in the community em­
ploying seven local residents who produced logs, sawn
lumber, shingles and laths. The population continued
to rise to 182 by 1921, with most family heads listed
as fishermen-farmers. Twenty-two boats landed 841
quintals of cod valued at $6,748, and the 84 cultivated
acres supported. 10 horses and 137 sheep.

No roads existed in Frenchman's Cove by the 19205,
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Frenchman's Cove shore

which made it difficult for the few residents who had
cars. George Foote wrote how he operated his Model
T Ford on the beach despite the difficult terrain and
the residents' efforts to get a ride.

The boys used to come out and fill up the
tracks so the cars would get stuck. Then
we'd have to sing out to them to come and
help us to get us a push. And then they'd
get a ride. That's what they did it for-to get
a ride on the car, because it was a big thing
to get a ride on a car.

The population reached 288 by. 1945. The inshore
fishery continued, although several residents sailed out
of Grand Bank and Burin on deep-sea draggers in the
1940s and 195Os. In the years following the end of the
Second World War many residents left the communi­
ty for jobs on Nova Scotia banking schooners and on
L.S. bases in Newfoundland, and the population stabi­
lized around 260.

Leo Cluett says the only thing different about French·
man's Cove from when he opened his store in the
1950s is that the road used to come across the old
bridge near the harbor. The older houses were up by
the wharf, but there are lots of new houses either side
of the new bridge now. An airstrip was constructed
along a beach on the community's west side in the
mid-195Os and operated on a regular basis until the
mid-1960s. Started in the 1960s, a provincial park
provided a boost to the local economy.

Before 1949, regular visits were made to the commu­
nity by the Roman Catholic priest from Burin, the
Church of England priest from Burin and the Unit.ed

Frenchman's Cove United Church
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Sheep on the Wlnterland pasture lands.

Church minister from Garnish. The schools were con­
verted into churches in the 19605 and 19705. After 1949,
St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, 51. Luke's An­
glican Church and the United Church received regu­
lar visits from clergy stationed in Burin, Marystown
and Garnish. The Anglican Church was destroyed by
fire in 1973 and replaced by a church transferred from
the abandoned community of Pointe Enragee. Other
Frenchman's Cove residents attend services in Gar­
nish, although the Salvation Army still has open-air
meetings in the community.

Incorporated in 19'74, the community's 19'76 popu­
lation was 307 and 275 in 1986. Of 90 men in the work
force in 1981, 25 were in primary occupations, and 15
in each of sales, processing and fabricating sectors. Half
the 45 women in the work force were in the process­
ing sector. Two sawmills were still in operation as late
as the early 1980s.

Many residents continue to fish as inshore fisher­
men, crew on draggers operating out of Grand Bank,
Fortune and Marystown, or are plant workers in near­
by fishplants. Some work at the Marystown shipyard
and in service industries in Marystown and Garnish.

~

Garnish

Garnish lies along the western shore of Little Gar­
nish Barrasway, a natural harbor protected by a spit
of land and two breakwaters. Little Garnish was shown
on Captain Cook's 1ns survey maps, and may have
been used as a port by French and Portuguese fisher­
men from the early 16005. An old log says the name
originated from an observation by a French sailor that
the dean white beaches, green trees and winding river
were like a garnish on a tray of food. The name was
given to the two barachois ponds, the river and the
adjoining communities of Greft Garnish (Frenchman's
Cove) and Little Garnish (Garnish).

The date of first settlement is not confirmed,
although the Grandy family, who may originally have
come from Jersey in the Channellslands, is said to have
moved directly from St. Pierre to Garnish in 1763. The
first mention is of Edward Grandy who lived in 51.
Peters (51. Pierre) in 1759. Many families went from
St. Pierre to Belleoram, English Harbour West and St.
Jacques on the other side of Fortune Bay, and later to
Garnish. Settlers in both Belleoram and Garnish in-

eluded the Ban(d)field, Cluett, GrandY'1 Marsh and
Strowbridge families.

The first permanent residents settled 1800-1810,
when Edward Grandy had land between Fortune Bay
and Little Garnish Barrasway. Nearly all the remain­
ing Grandy families are in Garnish, some are in Grand
Bank and Bay I'Argent, and one is in Burin. There was
a Charles Grandy living in Fortune in 1771. This may
have been the same Charles Grandy intercepted by an
American privateer, the Greyhound, as he returned
home with a shallop load of salt from 51. John's in 1781.

John Grandy traded with the Newmans at Harbour
Breton in the 18005. The firm of Robert Newman and
Company originated with two brothers, Robert and
Richard Newman, from Dartmouth, Devon. While
Robert was active on the Avalon Peninsula's Southern
Shore, Richard's business was in Conception Bay.
When Robert ewman died in 1n6, his son John set
up John Newman and Co. in 51. John's and Robert,
Jr., Richard and Lydston Newman continued on.
Another of Robert and Richard's brothers Thomas
was the agent in Oporto, Portugal. John Ne~andied
in 1780 and the two firms were combined. The main
operations were moved to Little Bay later, and the
firm's Lisbon and Oporto connections enabled it to
avoid bankruptcy when Spain sided with Napoleon
in 1796.

William Grandy was listed as a resident of Garnish
in 1826. Samuel Grandy was the best-known mariner,
operating the 187·ton Maria from 1823 to 1830 in the
cod and seal fisheries, and the 114-ton Three Sisters
in the 1830s as a passenger vessel. The Day family came

Lighthouse .t Garnish
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