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from the editor

““It was the best of times, it was the worst of times...it
was the season of Light, it was the season of Dark-
ness....”" So wrote Charles Dickens in A Tale of Two
Cities of events during the French Revolution two
hundred years ago. Events of the last few weeks and
of the Christmas season prompt us to recall the writ-
ings of Dickens and how relevant they can be today.

The best of times, at least for the moment, seems
to be the opening of the Berlin Wall after 28 years. The
unbelievable sight of East Berliners moving freely
through the barrier to the West truly amazed the en-
tire world. Just days before, this would have been un-

hinkable. And this p came on the heels
of the election of non-Communists to the government
of Poland. These events surely bode well for Europe
and the potential end of the Cold War.

At home, we've seen some of the worst of times with
the shocking relevations of the Hughes inquiry into

events at Mount Cashel Orphanage 15 years ago. This
brings to mind Dickens’ Oliver Twist with its sombre
portrayal of sufferings in orphanages and workhouses
under the Poor Law of 1834.

Now, as Christmas nears, we are again reminded
of Dickens. He characterized Scrooge as a mean, self-
ish, old man. But Scrooge reformed and vowed to
honor Christmas in his heart, and to try to keep it all
the year. Let’s too, honor Christmas in our hearts even
in these the best and worst of times—we have so much
to be thankful for and so much to hope for.

Best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New
Year.

Next time, we'll be travelling in the Whitbourne to
Sunnyside area.
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history

Channel - Port aux Basques

Once separate communities, Channel and Port aux
Basques merged at their boundaries as residents sought
habitable land on an inhospitable peninsula jutting into
the Cabot Strait. Greg Brown, in a concept municipal
plan for Channel - Port aux Basques, 1975, describes
the town: “’Channel - Port aux Basques is situated on
a bleak, barren outcrop of rock at the southwest ex-
tremity of Newfoundland on the Cabot Strait.””

In 1951, William Wonders, in his Settlement in
Western Newfoundland, writes, ‘‘The two have gradu-
ally grown together until it is impossible to tell where
the dividing line is between them.”” Channel - Port aux
Basques now is far different from the temporary,
sheltered stop used by Europeans when they began
to fish in Newfoundland waters four centuries ago.

Jacques Cartier opened the west coast for fishing in
the Cabot Strait in the 1530s, and many came to fish
the rich resource. Its name suggests that Port aux

Channel - Pnrl aux Basquns,
card. (Phot
land and Labrldor. Still and Moving Imagas Collection.)

e 1!00:. lwm a post-

Basques was first visited and named by Basque whal-
ers fishing the Strait of Belle Isle in the 1500s.

Most stopped for fresh water and wood on their way
to Southern Labrador, where Red Bay has become
well-known as a historic Basque whaling site. Euro-
pean maps dated 1612 show a “bay eclaire”, and
Samuel de Champlain’s map, also dated 1612, places
““pot aux basque’’ near St. Pierre. Two French maps
published in 1754 and 1764 show ‘‘Port aux Basque ou
Smits Port”’, but an 1875 French map shows ‘‘Port
Basques’’.

France had reason to be interested in Port aux
Basques. By 1714, there was a concentration of French
fishermen in the community, (along with a number of
Micmac who purportedly came over from Cape Bre-
ton and landed near Grand Bay Brook). Although the
English had established bases all along the south coast,
they did not go quite as far as Port aux Basques, which
was still populated by the French even after the Treaty
of Utrecht in 1713 ceded much of France’s territory to
the British. The French liked the area because it was
close to their old fishing grounds at Cape Breton, and
isolated from the English.

A motor boat heads toward a sheltered nook in the
Ch

coastlin 1. (Tourist Board Collection, phma

Lahr-dnr, Still and Moving Imlgn Collection.)

Captain William Taverner, who surveyed the south
coast in 1734, called Port aux Basques a “‘little Com-
monwealth””, populated by French ne’er-do-wells and
petty criminals from Ile Royale (Cape Breton). A report
by a Captain Crawford in the mid-1700s states that the
10 families at Port aux Basques were ‘‘miserably poor’”
and were not trading with French ships.

The Treaty of Paris in 1763 ceded Ile Royale to Bri-
tain while allowing France to retain fishing rights in
Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and Cap-
tain James Cook was commissioned to chart the south
coast. In 1764, he referred to Port aux Basques by its
current name, putting an end to any confusion.

When Cook charted the south coast, only 100 fisher-
men were staying year round between Hermitage and
Cape Ray. Five stages were in use in Port aux Basques
itself, all of which were on the east side of the penin-
sula. He mentioned several French residents, who
presumably stayed, hoping to escape notice by the Brit-
ish. Most of the French moved north of Cape Ray af-
ter 1800, and the Codroy Valley opened up to new set-
tlement. Grand Bay was one of the other areas settled.

A widely held but mistaken belief is that Port aux
Basques came after the railway. Griffith Taylor in 1946
in his Ne dland, A Study of Settl wrote,
“’Port aux Basques is the creation of the railway, which
was built 50 years ago. South of Little Codroy estuary
the railway runs on a narrow coastal plain for some
20 miles to the terminus at Port aux Basques....At first
it was a tiny fishing village, with houses spread along

g o i s ;

The Cottage Hospital at Channel, c. 1960. (Tourist Board

photo of New-
foundland and lefldor. Still and Moving Images
Collection.)
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the south coast of the peninsula where shelter could
be obtained for small boats in the ‘Channel’.””

Joseph Bragg, born in 1816 at Pointe Blanche, was
mentioned at Port aux Basques in 1830. The first cler-
gyman to visit Port aux Basques was Archdeacon Wix
in 1835, The Reverend Martin Blackmore visited the
coast from Cape La Hune to Channel from 1842-1848,
Bishop Aubrey Spencer visited Channel in 1843, and
Rev. Joshua DuVal, of the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel, visited in 1854 from his station in LaPoile
before moving permanently to Channel. The earliest
grave is marked 1834, but the first recorded burial was
that of Samuel Currie, 34, on June 20, 1854; and the
first marriage was between George Bragg, 22, of Grand
Bank, and Sarah Gale 19, of Grand River, Codroy Val-
ley, on December 18, 1854.

Thooue-m-urybysngysum.chmml Tlnoldu!
headstone is dated 1

the first Church of St. James was being built. The Life
and Episcopate of Edward Feild, The Second Bishop
of Newfoundland, 1844-1876, states, ‘‘Several years
ago (nine or ten, I believe), [the account was written
in 1855], the inhabitants of Channel (all fishermen) built
for themselves a place of worship, to be used, as they
said, ‘by any good man who came along’—clergyman,
Methodist preacher, Baptist, or any other professed
Protestant.”’

After the Bishop's visit, however, many residents
‘“were desirous of making over the building to the
bishop to be consecrated, and of procuring a resident
missionary; but a few of the more wealthy planters,

2 4 e 2 7
A peaceful scene at Channel. (Tourist Board Collection,

photo P of
and Labrador, Still and Moving Images Collection.)

who had contributed most largely to the building, were
strict methodists [sic] and refused to consent to the con-
secration, and relinquish their rights, without being
paid the value of their contributions in work and
material.””

Residents refused to allow a Mr. Fox to preach in
their church and for months a dispute dragged on un-
til Bishop Feild sent a representative to Channel and
eventually, in 1855, consecrated the church on St.
James’ Day as “‘The Church of St. James the Apostle”,
and celebrated the first confirmation at that time.

Methodists, determined to build a church of their
own, built one about 200 yards away from the Church
of England church. Ministers who preached there in-
cluded first John E. Peters, then John J. Wheatly, John
J. Durrant and John Newman. Church of England and
Methodist people did, however, successfully share a
graveyard for quite a while. The last person buried
there was a woman who, in 1929, asked in her will to
be buried in the Church of England cemetery in
Channel.

In 1857, the Reverend Wellman William LeGallais,
ordained deacon from Queen's College, St. John's, was
appointed to Channel. He was returning from Isle aux
Morts where he’d been on a sick call when the boat
he and two companions were in overturned in a gale
near Fox Roost, October 27, 1869. Their bodies were
never recovered, and a memorial was erected to Mr.
LeGallais (said by Bishop Feild to be the ““most active
and useful of allithe clergy in Newfoundland”) in the

¥

Channel Head lighthouse.
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eastern end of Channel, The memorial, a Celtic Cross,
was later moved to the Church of England churchyard.
He was followed by the Reverend T.A. Goode in 1870.

Canon H.]. Read arrived in Channel in 1898, where
he served for 16 years. His daughter Mrs. Lena Cun-
ningham recalls, On one occasion he had gone on
a Friday to Cape Ray, probably for a wedding or funer-
al, and as it was in the winter he had taken skates in
order to shorten the travelling time. On the way home
while skating over Grand Bay, he fell, breaking some
ribs. He still had two or three miles to walk, and ar-
rived home in considerable pain and discomfort.

“Dr. Grant, who gave so many years of his medical
practice to the people of Channel and surrounding
area, was in attendance and did the necessary strap-
ping and left with the admonition to my father that
he should rest and not, on any account, conduct the
Sunday services.”

The first resident Wesleyan minister was the
Reverend Thomas D. Hart of England.

Trading rapidly expanded in the area west of Bur-
geo, and Channel and Port aux Basques became in-
creasingly important commercial centres for the region.
In 1846, William Pryor of Halifax was granted land at
Port aux Basques, and by the 1850s, had established
there as a merchant and trader. An agent of P. Nicolle,
aJersey trading firm on Newfoundland’s south coast,
set up shop, and U.S. traders made regular visits to
Strait of Belle Isle communities calling on their way at
Channel, (the largest community in 1857 with a popu-
lation of 312), John Gill’s Harbour, and Mouse Island
Harbour.

For many years, local residents thought Channel was
named for the Channel Islands, from which many early
settlers came, often via the Burin Peninsula and Placen-
tia areas. The Battiste family, for instance, originated
in the Channel Islands and settled at Channel where
John Battiste was listed as a fisherman by Lovell in
1871. It is more likely, however, it was named for the
narrow channel separating the peninsula from a small
island called Channel Head.

The telegraph came to Channel and Port aux Basques
in 1857 when the census taker remarked: “'Two small
schooners prosecuted the Seal Fishery from Channel
last Spring, and one of about 80 tons, from LaPoile,
and brought back saving trips [sic]. This was the com-

Model built by Albert Peckford on display at the Guif\
Museum, Port aux Basques.
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Reminders of household chores at the Gulf Museum,
Port aux Basques.

mencement of the Seal Fishery from that part of
Newfoundland.”*

Channel was home to 584 in 1869, 511 of whom were
born in Newfoundland. There were also 37 from En-
gland, one each from Ireland and Scotland, 27 from
other British Colonies and seven foreign-born resi-
dents. The Church of England remained dominant,
with 413 adherents. Just nine per cent of the people
were Roman Catholic and 20 per cent Wesleyan. There
were two churches, Church of England and Wesleyan,
two clergy, one doctor and five merchants. Unfor-
tunately, there were still no schools and the census tak-
er noted no children could read or write.

Fishing was important, and in 1871, Lovell lists
Robert Savary, Charles and John Sheaves and Thomas
Skeard as Channel fishermen. William Kettle and his
son also fished there. Merchant houses grew in num-
ber, and in the 1870s included those owned by John
Guillan, U.S. native Archibald Kidstone, Alexander
Waddell, Ridley and Sons, and John Genneaux. In
1877, there were William Bragg, Gosset & Co., ].L.
Knight, John Poole, Joseph Small, and John Steer (the
agent for H. Garland). Donald Dingwell was a local
carpenter, and John Keating and Austin Martin were
blacksmiths, Samuel Bonnel, Jr., Nelson and William
Bragg, Thomas Dicks, Aaron Forsey, Sr. and Jr., Tho-
mas Ford, Morgan George, Solomon Gillard and Wil-
liam Hickman were planters and schooner owners.
Most of their business centred around trading supplies
for seal skins and oil, cod oil and a variety of fish, and
they had ties with companies in Nova Scotia and the

S. By 1885, Joseph Small & Co. and John Steer were
still listed as merchants.

In 1881, the captain of the HMS Druid reported 130
schooners averaging 120 quintals of cod each, but 10
salmon boats took only 60 barrels. About 150 inshore
boats averaged just five quintals each, and curing con-
ditions were poor that year. Two schooners returned
from Labrador with 350 quintals. Although 1881 was
indeed a poor year for the fishery in Channel, by 1884,
the population had already grown to 966. Neighbor-
ing Gale’s Harbour was included in the census, and
Colley’s Point was known as one of the main fishing
coves in the area.

The communities depended on trade to supply them
with vegetables since the land surrounding them was
rocky and poor for farming. The fishery was not as suc-
cessful as in many Newfoundland ports, but Channel
- Port aux Basques became a centre for business and
trade.

The Channel Head light was built in 1873, and the
port became a very busy one. More than 40 ships were
reported lost in the years just prior to 1892, along with
their shipments of lumber, wheat, coal, and molasses
from Barbados. Many died, but Port aux Basques was
close to the Gulf and the ideal port of entry to New-
foundland. By now two forges in the east end of Chan-
nel were owned by John Nauton and John Keating,
and a post office was operated first by a Battice and
later by a Smith. Residents of Port aux Basques itself
were not officially counted until 1891, when the cen-
sus recorded 77 people, with 55 in the neighboring
community of Lake’s Brook.

By 1893, the railway had been built as far west as
the Exploits River, and though it would be expensive,
it was decided to extend the line to ice-free Port aux
Basques, where steamers would connect Newfound-
land to Canada. Both railway and steamer were owned
by the Reid Company and the island-wide service was
inaugurated June 30, 1898. Reid sent its ship, the S.5.
Bruce, three times weekly to Nova Scotia, making Port
aux Basques the continental gateway to Newfound-
land. Later, other vessels on the run were the Bruce
1I, the Wentrose, the Kyle, and the Caribou. Designed
especially for the Gulf run, the Caribou was torpedoed
in 1942, and a memorial was erected near the Port aux
Basques rail terminal. The Cabot Strait, the Burgeo, the

R.II terminal, Port aux Basques c. 19505 (E. Cohen pho-
and

Llhrador. StIII and Moving Imuges COIIoctlon )




DECKS AWASH - 7

William Carson, and the Patrick Morris, the first rail
ferry on the Gulf run, all followed.

A new Methodist church was dedicated in May 1899
by the Reverend J.E. Peters, but the community still
had its share of problems, including a terrible storm
in February, 1905, which devastated Channel.

As traffic increased, a 1906 act regulated the manage-
ment and control of the harbor of Port aux Basques,
and the Reid Company expanded service, including
nightly crossings in each direction using a second
steamer. Port aux Basques’ role in the transportation
industry in Newfoundland was firmly established

Not all residents prospered, however. According to
American visitor Mary Lydia Bolles Branch in A Visit
to Newfoundland, (1910), merchants and fishermen led
disparate lives, saying:

““Channel is a fair sample of the larger coast villages.
Its merchant has a large house and a well-filled store.
His yard is well fenced, and there his only child, a lit-
tle daughter, plays alone. She is not allowed the com-
panionship of the fishermen’s children, and when she
is older she will have a governess. Other children at-
tend the Church of England school or the Methodist
school, the Roman Catholic children remaining out-
side untfil after prayers.

““The fishermen live in small, poor cottages, with the
barest necessities of life. As you meet them on the road
or shore and look at their weather-beaten, serious faces
and their friendly, inquiring eyes, you are touched with
the pathos of their condition.

““The merchant is not the only well-to-do man in

St. James Anglican Church, Channel.

Channel. The government has its salaried officials there
alsq, the stipendiary magistrate, who can offer his
guests cake and wine, the constable, who has charge
of the empty prison, patrols the paths, and takes com-
mand in cases of shipwreck, and the postmaster, who
for thirty years has lived there comfortably and raised
a large family of sons and daughters. He told us that
it had been his custom at the beginning of each winter
to lay in ten barrels of flour and a whole frozen ox.
These men support the government policy and seek
no changes. They are good in their place and earn their
salaries, but their lot is immeasurably easier than that
of the fishermen.”’

Mrs. Branch says the school teacher was paid about

CLIFFORD SHEAVES
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

LIGHT CONSTRUCTION WORK
EXCAVATION  LANDSCAPING
READY MIXED CONCRETE
{§ PATIO BLOCKS ~ SAND & STONE
REINFORCING STEEL CULVERTS
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

HIGH 695'3989 PORT AUX BASQUES

IF BUSY CALL

695-7216 FAX 695-2760

» GORDON SHEVES RES. PORT AUX BASQUES 695-2441
ANEITHA SHEAVES RES. PORT AUX BASQUES 695- 7389
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Newtown, Port aux Basque:

$300 a year, and the doctor $5 annually from each fa-
mily, except the very poor. He served Codroy, Little
River and one or two other small communities. There
was no dentist, barber or lawyer, although the circuit
court visited at intervals. The jail was in the consta-
ble’s house, and consisted of three small bedrooms.
There was no saloon.

The water supply was poor and the wells shallow,
although the merchant had a good well and another
man filtered rain water from a cistern. The soil was bog-
gy and without drainage, and at least one resident
brought earth in by boat from a river bank some miles
away. There were no trees, except the postmaster’s wil-
lows, and people bought coal for fuel. But Mrs. Branch
wrote, ‘‘The air at Channel is so crystal pure and brac-
ing, that it seems as if one living there need never be
ill or tired....The rocks, the air, the harbor, the sea, and
the waves dashing in foam over the bar, yield a fine
exhilaration and make one unwilling to leave
Channel.”

Channel convinced Mrs. Branch she burdened her-
self with too many luxuries. A visit to Jim Savery’s
house, a one-room affair with a loft, showed her how
few necessities of life they lacked. “There was a table
and four home-made chairs.... There was a good stove,
with kettle and tins, a chest to keep clothes in, a few
shelves in a corner, with notched paper and the best
dishes on them, and in another corner a closet, which
presumably held provisions."

She was also moved by the beauty of the people.
Jim Savery’s wife ‘‘might have stepped out from one
of Millet’s best pictures. She is a tall, strong woman,

£

Fishing boats below Channel Head light.

with noble features, well browned, and carries herself
grandly. She was carding soft, white masses of wool,
and after that she began to spin, walking back and forth
beside the wheel.

‘*....At last the equinoctial caught us there at Chan-
nel, and the wind blew so heavy a gale that we had
to hold to the fences if we ventured out of
doors....Then we began to think of home, and the
homing instinct drew us to the ‘Bruce’ again.”’

The fishery was still the economy’s mainstay, and
a bad year meant hardship. In 1918, the seal fishery
was a failure because of bad weather in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, One ship, the 5.5. Viking left Channel on
March 11 with 160 men on board under Captain Wil-
liam Bartlett. They arrived in St. John's April 27 with
just 861 seals on board. It was also a bad year for mer-
chants, as W.]. Keating's stage in the east end of Chan-
nel was destroyed and James Baird’s was badly
damaged. Neither was ever repaired and both went
out of business. In fact, a tidal wave destroyed most
of Channel Harbor and many businesses were never
rebuilt, starting a decline in Channel’s importance.

The next two years were not much better. It was too

Trawlers tied up at the Connors Brothers plant, Port aux
Basques.

wet to grow anything in 1920, and an Agricultural So-
ciety report prepared that year said the local gardeners
weren't making the most of their soil, stating there was
little crop rotation.

Life, while not always easy, was relatively simple.
There were few career choices for inhabitants. It was
not to remain so simple. The Newfoundland govern-
ment took over both the railway and ferry service in
1923 from R.G. Reid, and in spite of hard times in the
1920s and 1930, transportation became and remained
an important employer in Port aux Basques. Other bus-
inesses flourished, and by the 1930s there were nine
merchants in Channel, Grand Bay and Port aux
Basques. They were wholesalers, including G. Battice
& Company and Robert Pike Ltd., merchandisers and
fish dealers. Job Brothers plant was built in January
1938, (torn down in the late 1950s), and Atlantic Pack-
ers began operating in 1939. A modern freezing plant
was built in 1942.

These fish plants and others began to spring up to
take advantage of a thriving fishery and a convenient
export base. T.]. Hardy opened in 1948, and by 1960
was joined by five others, buying from fishermen from
the entire south coast of the province. Hardy’s,
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Port aux Basques
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Location

The Town of Port aux Basques is located on the southwest tip of Newfound-
land at the start of the province’s island highway network. The western port of
entry for most travellers and sea-going cargo, Port aux Basques combines a large,
natural, ice-free harbor with excellent transportation connections. Air facilities are
a short two hours’ drive to Stephenville with Newfoundland’s second largest city,
Corner Brook, 200 km away.

Port aux Basques/Enterprise Development Centre

A large fully serviced Industrial Park is only minutes from the town centre and
harbor, and is situated with direct access to the Trans-Canada Highway. The En-
terprise Development Centre, located in the park, provides support and assistance
to new businesses with growth potential.

New Directions

With a major offshore fabrication yard about to commence construction in Port
aux Basques, substantial additional economic activity is slated for development
in the coming year. Already, interest has been expressed by several joint-ventures
and Canadian firms interested in being involved in Hibernia. Additional financing
assistance can be negotiated.

Contact

John Harries GATEWAY
ook sk g ENTERPRISE
P.0. Box 1269 DEVELOPMENT
Port aux Basques Industrial Park

Port aux Basques, NF AOM 1C0 CENTRE

Telephone: (709) 695-3893/7544
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Boats and slipway in the Newtown area.

however, grew to become something of an institution
there.

Thomas James Hardy was born in Rose Blanche and
started fishing in 1930. He fished with his uncle off
Nova Scotia until 1934, when he bought his own boat
and headed for Port aux Basques. In 1948, he bought
the property of Emmanuel Pike Limited (which had
imported supplies from the mainland by small steam-
ers and by the railway) and set up a business. Hardy
later became mayor there for many years.

Mr. Pike was well-known in the community, hav-
ing lent quite a lot of money to help in building the
first Church of St. James in about 1845. His will stipu-
lated that any money still owing at the time of his death
should be forgiven, but he outlived the debt.

Channel - Port aux Basques saw action during the
Second World War, when the railway hauled freight
and the Canadian Armed Forces had a place on Mouse
Island for communications, as did the U.S. Military
supplies came through on the railway because it was
the only means of land transportation—the U.S. even
brought in rolling stock on a lend-1 ar

He wrote, ‘“The most prominent building is the An-
glican [sic] church, with the United church a little lower
to the west. There are a dozen small stores in the town
scattered along the main road, which passes the Bank,
post office and United school. There is also a large An-
glican school 200 yards to the south, which seems an
unnecessary duplication in such a small town. The
houses are often built upon almost bare
granite...and...I noted only one small tree (a poplar)
on the whole peninsula. Many small fishing boats are
anchored in the numerous protected coves. The
authorities are trying to bring the families from adja-
cent fishing villages to Port aux Basques, so that the
children may benefit from the schools.”

He also noted there were no hotels, but there were
a Salvation Army hostel and a number of boarding
houses. He ends his description of Port aux Basques
with the unflattering remark, ‘“Most travellers land-
ing here hurry to Cornerbrook [sic], Grand Falls and
St. John's.”

Confederation in 1949 brought great changes to
Channel - Port aux Basques. The Canadian government
took over the year-round rail and ferry service from
the Newfoundland Railway which had taken charge
of the Reid Railway.

The federal government immediately began improv-
ing wharf and harbor facilities, including a new pier
and two breakwaters, to ready the town for its role as
the western gateway to Newfoundland and base for
ferries added after 1958.

Health care services were extended with the new
39-bed hospital built in 1952; and the RCMP were sta-
tioned there in 1963. Education, too, was of importance
quite early in the history of the community. As early
as 1857, 51 per cent of the 121 children in Channel at-
tended school, although the number dropped to just
35 per cent in 1874. The percentage was still, however,
considerably higher than in many Newfoundland

Meanwhile, Channel - Port aux Basques incorporat-
ed in 1945, including the land from the North West
Arm along the shore to Motherlake Bay. In 1947,
Griffith Taylor noted that gabled houses, some 100
years old, were still ding near the lighth ; in

In 1957, St. James Regional High School in the New-
town area of Port aux Basques alleviated a growing
overcrowding problem, and the old school became an
elementary, but by 1966, money was scarce and the

fact, some remain today. The commercial centre had
moved by then to the head of the harbor at the rail-
way terminal.

Angli United Church and Roman Catholic school
boards joined on a trial basis. The arrangement worked
so well, the Channel - Port aux Basques Consolidated
(now Integrated) School Board took office in July 1967.
It included schools from Cape Anguille to Rose
Blanche.

Also in 1966, the Bruce Arena opened. Named for
the 5.S. Bruce, the building is in constant use. In 1967
the Basques Movie Theatre was destroyed by fire.

The number of ferry passengers jumped from 36,986
in 1949 to 127,760 in 1966. The Grand Bay East area
became the centre for industrial expansion and a large
department store complex was built. Greg Brown
wrote, “New development in the last five years
[1970-1975] has been north of the main community
around Grand Bay East.”

Mouse Island, located on a small peninsula west of
Port aux Basques, was annexed in 1974, and the bound-
ary extended to contain the watershed to the north-
west and Duck Island and Hell’s Beach about three
kilometres to the east. Mouse Island had existed as a

e — o
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separate community, however, much earlier. Lovell
listed Joseph Musseau and other family members as
residents in 1871. The 1884 census recorded 69
residents—more than lived in Grand Bay that year, and
Mouse Island boasted three births in 1883.

Furthermore, all Mouse Island residents listed New-
foundland as their place of birth, so it is likely it was
settled around the same time as neighboring commu-
nities. All residents were Church of England except one
Wesleyan, and most caught and cured fish and kept
a few sheep. Twelve per cent of the people could read
and write and they lived comfortably, 11 families in
10 homes. There were eight stores, barns and out-
houses in the community.

In 1857, Mouse Island was not included in the cen-
sus, but Mouse Island Harbour did appear, with a
population of just 18. In the following decade, it quad-
rupled in size.

By the time it became part of Channel - Port aux
Basques, Mouse Island had a few small businesses and

United Church cemetery, Port aux Basques.

fishermen. The first St. James High was built there in
1957 and referred to as ““the white school”’. The new
St. James Junior High School opened there in Novem-
ber 1968 at a cost of $630,000. At that time, there were
525 Grade 7-9 students. Most residents worked in
Channel - Port aux Basques and still do.

The CN terminal building built in the late 1950s was
improved in 1980 to coincide with a major terminal ex-
pansion costing nearly $14 million. The new parking
and marshalling yards were built on Ford’s Island.

A daily ferry service continued to operate between
Port aux Basques and North Sydney, but the closure
of Newfoundland’s railroad brought problems to the
town. CN Marine employed only 334 full time, and the
local fishplants became the largest employer. T.J.
Hardy in its peak, in fact, employed 600 people and
bought fish from 1,200 fishermen. The herring plant
employed up to 200 people in its four-month winter
season, and a cold-storage operation started in June
1979 and employed another 300.

Hardy’s outfitting operated out of the former John
Leckie Limited building. In the first six months of 1979,
the plant processed 11,868,135 Ibs. of cod, and its Rose
Blanche operation another 4,582,525 Ibs. Hardy’s
owned 12 boats with 60 crew and 40 vehicles at that
time.

The population of Channel - Port aux Basques has
remained fairly steady, dropping by about 200 people

to 5,988 in 1981 from the 1976 count. In 1986, 5,901
lived in the town, which then occupied a land area of
31.93 square kilometres. It comprises five residential
areas: Mouse Island, the main section of Channel - Port
aux Basques, the Inner Strip, Grand Bay East and
Grand Bay West. While Greg Brown was not terribly
complimentary to Channel - Port aux Basques, he did
mention that the shoreline is very attractive and the
provincial park has beautiful beaches. The town has
a good water supply and, at least in the 1970s, stable
employment.

The Dr. Charles L. LeGrow Health Centre, a new
60-bed hospital, was completed in 1984 and named for
the doctor who served the Channel - Port aux Basques
area from 1946 until 1970.

In spite of the hardships that go hand in hand with
the barrenness of the area—Harold Horwood says the
town “‘maintains its own private fog bank’‘—and with
the loss of the railway, people continue to strive for
economic vibrancy and a presence in Newfoundland.
Sixteen new building lots were available in spring 1989,
and there are two new hotels and bed and breakfasts.
Recreation is important to the town, as more than 700
children participate annually in sports, using not only
the arena, but an indoor swimming pool, a fitness
centre, a softball field, 10 gymnasiums and many cross-
country ski trails.

As Ray Guy says, Port aux Basques is “the eastern
half-hitch in the tie that binds". m
i )
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Grand Bay East and
Grand Bay West

Immediately west of Channel - Port aux Basques is
a channel leading into Grand Bay. On the shores of
the channel lie Grand Bay West and Grand Bay East.
The latter has been part of Port aux Basques since 1945,
but Grand Bay West remains a small, independent and
isolated community.

Grandbaya was the name given by 16th-century En-
glish and Basque whalers to the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
and referred to the bay west of Port aux Basques and
Motherlake Bay for the first time in 1766 on Captain
Cook’s chart of the south coast.

After the Treaty of Utrecht limited French fishing

One of the older headstones in the St. Paul's Anglican
Church cemetery, Grand Bay.

rights in Newfoundland to the shore north of Cape
Ray, Grand Bay was legally off limits to them, but they
landed there anyway, crossing the Gulf from Ile Ro-
yale in the early 1700s. Micmac Indians came, too, from
Nova Scotia, but it is not clear whether they took up
permanent residence in the area anywhere but in
Channel

Grand Bay West was settled first, with the 1836 cen-
sus recording three boys, four girls, six adults and five
male servants. There were 2.5 acres of land under cul-
tivation, and four small fishing boats, but no animals.
All 18 residents were Protestant Episcopalian, and, as
might be expected with so small a settlement, there
were no schools or churches.

The population dropped in the next 20 years, and
by 1857, just nine were recorded.

— : g 10 =
Grand Bay. (E. Cohen photo, courtesy Provincial Ar-
chives of Newfoundland and Labrador, Still and Mov-
ing Images Collection.)

Grand Bay East was not settled until the 1860s, but
by 1874 had grown to 41. They included Kettles, Low-
mans (Lomonds), Guillams (Gillams), Matthews and
Dowlings (Dowdings). They came from the West
Country and many names are still common in the
Channel - Port aux Basques area.

Some of those early settlers were quite prolific. Born
in 1861, Captain Wilson Kettle, who died in Califor-

DO YOU NEED TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT WORKERS' COMPENSATION?

Workers' Compensation is a no-fault system which in-
sures employers and workers for on-the-job injuries.

If you need to know more about the system, how it oper-
ates, the benefits, the regulations, etc., we can offer
you a wide selection of information.

* Workers’ compensation — An Overview — 28 page
booklet
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habilitation

* “Fishermen and Workers’' Compensation’ —
pamphlet
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* How to Request an Appeal or a Case Review
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nia at 102, was listed in The Guiness Book of Records
as having the most living descendants in a monoga-
mous country (542). His father had arrived in the ear-
ly 1800s to settle in Grand Bay, and longevity ran in
his family, as his grandmother had lived to 108. Cap-
tain Kettle had his own schooner for 20 years and went
to the sealing grounds for 48 springs. Three of his sons
took up commercial diving with him, and Captain Ket-
tle made his last dive in 1946 at the age of 84.

The population of Grand Bay West grew to 63 by
1884, including 12 married couples and 38 young peo-
ple under the age of 20. There were four over 50 years
old, no deaths and no serious illness that year.

The people were Church of England, with just a few
Roman Catholics and a single Wesleyan resident
among them. There were no clergymen, doctors or
teachers—most caught and cured fish and kept sheep.
As in nearby communities, there was no arable land
under cultivation. A small number were literate, and
14 families occupied 11 houses.

The Church of England, the main denomination ear-
ly in both communities’ histories, opened a school in
Grand Bay East in the 1880s and a church in the early
1900s. The Salvation Army started one of the first corps
in Newfoundland in Grand Bay in 1893. The first resi-
dent Pentecostal pastor, Pastor Ivan Whitt, arrived in
1954.

Grand Bay East's 158 residents worked mainly in the
bank fishery, sending out seven schooners in 1935.
There were also sectionmen, firemen and laborers with
the railway. Grand Bay West grew more slowly, and
in 1935, had a population of only 65, mostly subsis-
tence farmers and inshore fishermen. In fact, there

The War Memorial, Grand Bay.

were 17 acres under cultivation in 1935, with two acres
of cabbage alone producing more than 10,000 Ibs., half
of which went to market in nearby settlements.

As Channel - Port aux Basques grew with improved
transportation services, Grand Bay East accommodat-
ed the overflow of residents looking for suitable land.
Grand Bay West changed little and, in 1981, had a
population of 88.

Then in 1979, a comprehensive development plan
for an industrial park in Grand Bay West was prepared
and accepted. Construction began in the mid-1980s.

Every day, ships of the Marine Atlantic”
fleet set sail to many destinations in the
familiar waters of Atlantic Canada. Last
year alone, we made over 16,000 such
departures.

Butone course we've charted that's com-
mon to all our ships is a commitment to,
provide a quality cost-effective service

that continues to meet the needs of the
people and communities we serve.
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The plan recognized the need for industrial expansion
in the Channel - Port aux Basques area. It stated, “‘The
position of CN as the major employer in the area is
another indication of the deteriorating employment sit-
uation in Port aux Basques. In January 1977, [there
were] 414 full-time employees and 164 unassigned em-
ployees. By February 1979, these numbers had
diminished to 362 fulltime and 124 unassigned. In view
of this obviously disturbing situation, we seek a sym-
pathetic response to the rationale for development.”
Now, in 1989, the incubator mall is finished and there
is a waiting list of 25 people for a planned subdivision
in that community.

St. James Regional High School opened in Septem-
ber 1983, but even with all Grand Bay’s growth, Port
aux Basques remains the retail and cultural centre for
the area, and Grand Bay students and workers com-
mute daily.

Grand Bay East view.

Cape Ray

Cape Ray has occupied the southwest tip of New-
foundland just northwest of Port aux Basques since
at least the mid-1700s. The French Shore or Treaty
Shore, (where the French were permitted to fish), was
the stretch of coastline between Cape Bonavista and
Pointe Riche, granted the French in 1713 Treaty of
Utrecht. It was changed in 1783 by the Treaty of Ver-
sailles to Cape St. John in the northeast and Cape Ray
in the southwest and remained so until 1904.

Arable land in the area was scarce, and of the 100
acres under cultivation between Garnish and Cape Ray
in 1836, only half an acre was in Cape Ray itself. There
were 16 children under 14 and 12 adults, including
three male servants. There were also five small fish-
ing boats. All were Protestant Episcopalian, but there
was no church and no school. By 1845, 92 residents
lived in Cape Ray, and the 1857 census remarked that
the ““Telegraph Cable to Cape Breton [was] ...one mile
east of Cape Ray”'.

By 1869, 145 lived at Cape Ray, most of whom were
born there. They were Church of England, with most
probably attending the church in Channel. There were
also 27 Roman Catholics. The inshore fishery remained
the most important industry, with 30 engaged in catch-
ing and curing fish. Some fished out of Port aux
Basques, and a few went as far afield as Nova Scotia
to earn a living. George Lomond was listed as a fisher-
man in 1841, and William Tapp(e) and the Carter fa-
mily were also in residence.

Its location was perfect for a lighthouse, and by the
1880s, the Government of Canada had built one con-
taining a powerful revolving and flashing white light
that could be seen 32 kilometres away on a clear day.
A fog whistle also warned vessels in a particularly
treacherous stretch of water.

Cape Ray grew up around the lighthouse. By 1884,
172 lived there, 52 of them children under the age of
10. Seven deaths and one marriage were recorded in
the previous year, also one widow and one widower.
The population seemed quite healthy, with just one
disabled resident. There was one deaf man living there,
as well.

In 1884, most, 126, were Church of England, with
33 Roman Catholics, 11 Wesleyan and two Presbyteri-
ans. There were no doctors or members of the clergy
resident, and there was no longer any cultivated land.
Fifty caught and cured fish using five fishing rooms
and one vessel, and that year, 140 seals were harvest-
ed. Sheep were plentiful and there were a few horses
and some cattle. Thirty families lived in 28 houses, in-
dicating an average standard of living for the time, and
26 could read and write.

The permanent residents were mostly born in Cape
Ray, but four were from England, two from other Brit-

sl ¢ i
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Legge’s Enterprises, Port aux Basques, is proud to sponsor this page

§: LEGGE'S ESSO & CONVENIENCE
&y High Street, Port aux Basques, Newfoundland
j Your One-Stop Shop
3 Open 7 Days A Week
B Fast and Professional service at the gas
4#: pumps while fueling your vehicle. Stop at
¥, the convenience store & choose from a
4 complete line of:
Groceries, cold beer,
ice & camping supplies
Fishing licences & supplies
Movies, Lottery tickets,
B and much more
& Just ONE MILE east of the ferry on the TCH

Phone 695_-3492 {

Main Street, Port aux Basques, Newfoundland

For fine dining at a very affordable price
Relax in our beautiful dining room 1
or take it home to the family
Whichever you choose you will receive
friendly service and fine food!

For the best Pizza on the Southwest coast..
& Lasagna that’s second to none.

experience the best!

_Phone 695-7298

High Street, Port aux Basques, Newfoundland
Nothing else comes close!
And you'll agree after you enjoy
A the best chicken in town.
¢ Tasty taters, succulent salads, fabulous
.pfries, champion chicken, first-class fingers,
2 it's your choice.
.  If you're in a hurry, whether you're

For the baker we have a complete supply {§ heading back to work or rushed for some

of bulk foods. We can meet all your & reason, Mary Brown's is the place to go.
Christmas baking needs. We also have OUR STAFF TAKE PRIDE IN SERVING

a large variety of Christmas candy. YOU FAST AND EFFICIENTLY
For fly tying, on those long winter nights, 8 yoy can also sit and relax in our dining area

we have a large selection of supplies.
* BRING THE FAMILY AND ENJOY GOOD
Drop by, it's the IDEAL place to shop. FOOD AND QUIET SURROUNDINGS

Phone 695-2468 Phone 695-8030

IDEAL CONVENIENCE CENTER {§

Main Street, Port aux Basques, Newfoundiand

Our efficient and courteous staff
are ready to serve you

We have a full line of groceries, cold
beer, ice, lottery tickets, and much more %
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CAUTION
WIND WARNING

UNTIL WIND SUBSIDES

WINDS IN THIS AREA HAVE BEEN RECORDED AT

GUST UP TO 200 km /h. IF ANY DIFFICULTY

IS EXPERIENCE iN OPERATING YOUR VEHICLE
YOU ARE ADVISED TO STOP

\ . .

One-of-a-kind road sign approaching the
Cape Ray turnoff.

ish Colonies and one from some other country.

In the late 1800s, American schooners collected her-
ring, capelin and halibut at Cape Ray. Robert Rennie
was the lighthouse keeper there at that time. On May
3, 1882, he wrote:

“The cod fishery has been almost a failure, owing
to so much rough weather in the first part of the winter,
and latterly the ice preventing the men from getting
out on the ground.”

Sealing was also poor that spring and people had
to eat the flesh of six whales stranded af the mouths
of the Little and Grand Codroy Rivers. The blubber
was cut off and sold to a merchant in Channel at $1.25
a cwt. and then sent to St. John’s. The mail boat was
also three weeks late because of damage sustained in
the ice in Placentia Bay. The lighthouse was destroyed
by fire April 18, 1885.

By 1901, the population had reached 195, with two
schools and one Roman Catholic church. Residents
grew their own potatoes, turnips and cabbage in soil
slightly better than that of their neighbors to the
southeast in Channel - Port aux Basques. They kept

milch cows, cattle, pigs, chicken and sheep, and fished
for cod, salmon and herring.

The first teacher in the 1930s in the town was Ches
Ivany. The telegraph station was run by Mr. and Mrs.
Rich from England. CNR employed a windwatcher to
report when winds were too high for trains to attempt
to pass through the gap in the mountains at Wreck-
house near Cape Ray. Lauchie MacDougall was the fa-
mous ““human wind gauge’’ until his death in 1965
when his wife took over. She watched the wind until
1972. Red Rocks is the windiest place in Newfound-
land, and trains had to be tied to the tracks to with-
stand the 100 mph gusts.

The area, however, had, and still has, its attractions.
Elderly resident Jim Jeans says, ‘‘We never lived in lux-
ury but we always got by. Everybody had a few sheep,
and that provided your underwear, socks and mitts.
You could always get a feed of birds or salmon, and
seals in the winter. Nobody bothered you and nobody
wasted anything—what you took you used. We
worked at Big Pond haymaking in August and set slips
for rabbits. And we caught our salmon in the brook."”

Barachois Brook was an excellent salmon river—100
salmon were landed in the summer of 1963, and the
old section of town has some striking homes. In 1974,
a provincial park was opened and named for John T.
Cheeseman, former minister of provincial affairs and
fisheries who died in February 1968. Harold Horwood
wrote, “‘The park is dominated by 1,700-ft. high Ta-
ble Mountain, the southernmost part of the Long
Range Mountains. A two-mile long sandy beach be-
tween Jerret Point and Cape Ray is little used because
the water is always very cold, but there are two
barachois ponds with warmer water used for
swimming."’

In summer 1977, Riocanex found gold deposits near
Cape Ray and there is a Dorset Eskimo site nearby.

In 1981, Cape Ray had a population of 484, with an
Anglican church, and St. John the Evangelist School.
It has become known, says Harold Horwood, for its
‘*gleaming surf beaches” and the rugged countryside
surrounding it. Griffith Taylor described the area, “The
plateau rises steeply for a thousand feet behind Cape
Ray—but the ascent is more gradual to the east of this
cape. There are only two or three small settlements,
and as one approaches the bleak south coast the spruce
become smaller and smaller, so that a few miles from
the port the trees are often only two feet high.” m
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the area today

Channel - Port aux Basques
the people
Ed Sheaves

Not all council decisions are popular

The economy of the Port aux
Basques area rose and fell with its
transportation facilities. With the
closure of the railway and all the
other turmoil of the last few years,
Port aux Basques has been an in-
teresting place to be a town council-
lor. Ed Sheaves, who'll be 64 soon,
had been mayor for one four-year
term and ran unsuccessfully for
office again in November,

Ed is the first to admit the town
still has a lot of problems, but there
have been major improvements, too.

“Since the closure of the railway,
the federal government gave the
town $7 million to start up some al-
ternative industry to provide em-
ployment for laid-off workers. We
have several companies already here
and others coming in,”” Ed reports.
““We've also had some new build-
ings in town: a hotel, motel, schools
and two new subdivisions. There’s
been street paving, street widening,
and roadbuilding plus an $11-million

in the water syst:
we ve replaced most of the old as-
bestos pipe with new plastic pipes.”

The town’s biggest project is to
hook up Grand Bay East and West
by a causeway—it will give the old
area a break in terms of traffic flow

and will reroute tractor trailers. Port
aux Basques also wants to start a
350-lot subdivision in Grand Bay
West with 12 apartment buildings
and two stores. All this may seem a
lot for a town of 6,000 people to take

on, but Ed’s confident the town will
go ahead.

““We had the services and facilities
to handle a major influx of people,”*
he explains, and adds that a new
hospital and senior citizens’ units

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

OF THE PROVINCE OF NEWFOUNDLAND

I'would like to take this opportunity to commend Decks Awash
for this issue, which deals with the South West Coast.
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and Labradorians appreciate our province unlike any other pub-
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diversity which is Newfoundland & Labrador.
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ple of the South West Coast in the Legislature. The people of
this area are proud of their history and confident in their future.

| encourage all of you, after reading about the South West
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built by the hospital committee and
Newfoundland and Labrador Hous-
ing Corporation (NLHC), and a
wealth of land, schools, and sports
facilities will handle any further
increase,

There are seven on the town coun-
cil, and, according to the local me-
dia, the meetings get quite lively. Ed
has been on council nearly three de-
cades which is a long time to serve.
Half the other council membeys,
Richard Button, Don Hann, George
Critchell, have been on council for
12 to 14 years, while John Harries,
Wendy Pretty and Steve MacKenzie
are all in their first terms.

““I've been to Federation of Munic-
ipalities meetings for the last 20
years—I'm a past president and a life
member,”” Ed reports. “It's a lot of
expense, but I've enjoyed it and the
Canadian Federation meetings, too.
You get lots of experience and meet
good people. If you want to serve on
a council you have to be prepared to
take the hassles because you're serv-
ing the public, and they have rights,
too.”

. It'sall a far cry from the days Ed
worked on the railroad for almost 40
years. As with many other Port aux
Basques residents, the railway was
his only employer.

*1 started with the Newfoundland
Railway as a call boy in 1942, and
when [ finished nine years ago I was
a senior working foreman,”” Ed
notes. ‘I always worked here when
I worked for the railway. My job was
in the locomotive shop, so I didn‘t
have to leave home too ofien. "

O
Ed Sheaves

But Ed says he couldn’t have
played the role he has without the
help of his wife, Priscilla, from Ren-
contre East, Fortune Bay, to whom
he gives credit for bringing up their
family of four children, two boys and
two girls. They were married in Port
aux Basques in 1948.

““She’s been a great help for the
29 years I've been on council,”” he
says. ‘'I've been overseas twice and
all around Canada and she has had
to put up with a lot. She runs the
show at home. Our older daughter
is 37, the second girl is 35, the older
son is 35 and the second is 32—they
all live in Port aux Basques. We have
five grandchildren. The oldest, Tra-
cy, 18, is in the Bay St. George Com-
munity College taking journalism.
She loves words and that's why
she’s taking journalism. The

teachers at school would say, ‘Don’t
ask me, ask Tracy’.”

If you ask Ed what was the biggest
change the town had to face, he'll re-
ply right away it was the closure of
the railway. Since 1898 when the
railway came through, 85-90 per cent
of family members were employed
by the railway.

‘“We were a one-industry town in
every sense,”’ Ed says. “‘Marine At-
lantic was also quite a large employ-
er, and now another 58 jobs are be-
ing lost. Some older employees will
take early retirement—we need to
keep our younger people working.
There’s been a drop in container
traffic and the truck traffic is down,
too. They don’t need as many peo-
ple now. The terminal here was also
used for dealers’ new cars coming to
Newfoundland, but that’s gone to
Corner Brook and St. John’s.” N

The Bruce Arena

More than just the home of the Mariners

There’s no senior hockey in Port
aux Basques this winter, even
though the Bruce Arena in Channel
is the home of the Hardy Cup cham-
pion Mariners. That may be a mixed
blessing to acting recreation director
Darryl Ford, a graduate of the Cabot
Institute who arrived April 19. He
took over the responsibilities of run-
ning the town'’s stadium when form-
er manager, Mel Keeping, was ap-
pointed town manager.

The Mariners paid a fixed ice ren-
tal rate and they drew 1,500 and
1,600 fans every game, which meant

guaranteed revenue and good con-
cession sales. That's gone for this
year, at least, but it does mean other
activities at the Bruce Arena can be
guaranteed more ice time.

““There are 15,000 people living in
the South Branch to Rose Blanche
area and the stadium is well used
year round,” Darryl reports. “In
winter, we have men’s, ladies’ and
high school broomball, and curling
in addition to ice hockey. We also
have figure skating—our local club
are the Newfoundland champs this

year. Curling is popular enough for

" us to have a youth tournament this

year in addition to the regular senior
league.”

The arena is used all the time once
the ice goes on from mid-October
to mid-April. Pre-school and high
school skating is in the afternoon,
and there is recreational hockey, too.
In addition, teams down the coast
use the ice later in the day.

““On weekdays, 40 or so people
play shinny hockey at $2 for two
hours,”” Darryl adds. ‘“We also have
power skating, and the figure skat-
ing club and minor hockey associa-
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tion have hired a coach for three
hours a week. We also host the fa-
mily sports day in the Port aux
Basques Winter Carnival. So, even
without the Mariners, the ice time is
all booked."

The Port aux Basques Recreation
Action Committee has 25 members,
and if there is enough interest in
senior hockey, the committee may
consider bringing in an American
Hockey League team. It's generally
agreed even exhibition games would
sell out bringing in 2,000 people.

The adjoining six-lane bowling al-
ley is open from September to April
and is used by more than 900 adult
and youth bowlers, most of them in
one of six different leagues. The
Youth Bowling Council (YBC) sea-
son began October 14, and Port aux
Basques has the second highest YBC
bowler registration in the province
at 209.

““Our clerk keeps an eye on. the
lanes, organizes the leagues and pro-
vides entertainment and snacks. We
stress the fun aspect and rates are
kept low to encourage participa-
tion,”” Darryl points out. But the fo-
cus is on competitive bowling,

“The coaches are very capable and
have been with the program quite a
while,” Darryl explains. “’Once peo-

Darryl Fod awaits the start of the bowling season.

ple commit themselves they stick
with it. As a result, our bowlers have
done quite well in competition and
our senior bowlers (aged 25-45) won
the All-Newfoundland mixed cham-
pionship. Two YBC teams and two
singles reached the provincial finals
in Grand Falls, and we also had
bowlers in the Canada Summer
Games team who finished 4th in
Saskatoon. In 1981-82, the juniors
got a gold medal at the Canadian
championships.”

In the summer, the Bruce Arena
hosts indoor soccer, senior, junior
and high school ball hockey, and

weekdays the summer sports pro-
gram for ages 5-16, comprising
basketball, volleyball, badminton
and shuffleboard.

Designed for multi-purpose use,
the arena takes additional bookings
for bingo and concerts.

““The Minglewood Band and
Glass Tiger were here,” Darryl
notes. ““We also have street dances
indoors if the weather’s bad. And
there might also be a concert or
something like the Harlem
Globetrotters who would bring their
own boards. The town, above all
else, is a sports town.”
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for Newfoundland.
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the mainland, combining the long-haul efficiencies of rail with the flexibility
of highway for door-to-door deliveries on the island and the mainland.
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Corner Brook and Halifax.
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Chesley Bragg

The days of the schooners

In the early days of settlement, it
was Channel and not Port aux
Basques that provided the hub of ac-
tivity for the southwest coast of
Newfoundland. Channel was the
first settlement and Port aux Basques
grew only after the railway came
through in the 1890s. As the demand
for land and services increased,
Channel, along with Mouse Island
and Newtown, gradually became
part of a single community. But
Channel’s identity remains separate
to older residents like Chesley Bragg,
who'll be 75 in January.

The earliest grave in the old An-
glican cemetery on Bragg’s Lane is
marked 1834, and Ches suspects
there were few permanent residents
before that.

My great-grandfather came here
and was granted land in 1862,"" he
reports. ‘‘He may not have been
here too long before, and died four
years later. He was a fisherman, and
my grandfather was a schooner skip-
per. He went down the Labrador for
lobsters which he packed there, and
my father went with him. The last
year my grandfather had the
schooner, my father skippered her.””

UMBER
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834-4720
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SUPPLIES, ETC.

FREE DELIVERY &
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834-2051

Chesley Bragg

¢

Most schooners were bought else-
where, either from Lunenburg or the
U.S., but Ches says his parents told
him there was some local
shipbuilding.

““Old Skipper George Anderson
built a tern schooner and auxiliary

C0.LTD.

KELLIGREWS
LONG POND

“’{;@*\x\iﬁ/fﬁ

boat here, with the Sadie and Eva
the last one built,”” he reports. “‘My
brother also built a schooner here,
and my uncle built 10- to 12-ton two-
master fishing boats on the harbor
shore. Two more schooners were
built in the Codroy, and there were
lots of two-dory fishing boats, too,
built at what we called Bay du
Nord."”

Ches recalls his days as a child
with a wistful smile. Like many
other Channel residents; he is a
member of the United Church and
attended the two- and three-room
United schools, but his most vivid
memory is of a lunchtime spent in
the tower of St. James Anglican
Church.

“I believe it was built around
1925,”” Ches notes before recounting
his ordeal. “When they were build-
ing it, the tower was framed up, and
a schoolfriend and I climbed right up
into the tower. But I got stuck and
nearly froze before one of the work-
man got me down after his lunch
break. He gave me a good shot on
my behind and said, ‘Don’t let me
ever catch you up there again’. I
never went near the building again
when it was under construction,”’ he
sheepishly admits. 5

Many people left when the rail-
way started laying people off, and
Ches doesn’t see too many people
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