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from the editor

It's great to hear from our readers, and this holiday
season we had many cards and good wishes. Unfor-
tunately, we cannot write you all individually, but we
certainly appreciate your kindness, and very much en-
joyed hearing from you. We'll try to answer some of
your more frequent inquiries here.

You have asked about the availability of back copies
of the magazine. While several are out of stock, the
following issues featuring areas in the province are
available in limited numbers: 1982—Harbour Grace;
1983—Random Island; Plum Point to Englee;
1984—Birchy Cove to Sweet Bay; Stephenville; Burgeo
to La Poile; St. Lawrence to Point May;
1985—Clarenville and Shoal Harbour; Plum Point to
River of Ponds; Alexander Bay and the Eastport Penin-
sula; The Humber Valley; 1986—Hibbs Cove to Brigus;
Lewisporte; Labrador Straits Communities; Southwest
Arm, Trinity Bay; 1987—Peter’s River to Admiral’s
Beach, Fogo Island; Marystown; 1988—Grand Falls -
Windsor; The Placentia Area; Bonne Bay; Hall's Bay;
1989—Corner Brook; Charlottetown to Winter Brook;
Fortune and Grand Bank to Garnish; and Channel -
Port aux Basques. Copies prior to 1987 are $2 each, af-
ter that, $2.50 (postage included).

al notices — people tell us they’ve already renewed,
yet they receive a notice. Renewal notices are sent out
automatically (just once) when a subscriber fails to
renew; however, given the length of time necessary
to compile such a list, sometimes subscribers will al-
ready have renewed by the time they receive a renewal
notice. Renewal notices clearly state, ’If you already
renewed your subscription, please disregard this no-
tice.”" Also, please do not send post-dated cheques.

On another suject, we pay tribute to the folks at
University Photographic Services who do our process-
ing and printing. While they have always given us
great service, they have truly performed above and be-
yond the call of duty for this issue, Their building is
under renovation with carpenters everywhere amidst
plastic covers and plaster dust. Undaunted, Jack Mar-
tin, Chris Hammond and Pat Sharpe have worked
around the contractors by coming in early and stay-
ing late to process our photos whenever the darkroom
doors were in place. Without the support we receive
from them, we’d be out of business. Thank you, Jack,
Chris and Pat.

Until next time, when we'll be visiting Gander

/

Another frequent query we receive is about renew- e
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history

Long Harbour - Mount Arlington Heights

In J. Ottenheimer’s student paper he suggests the
first settlement occurred around 1810 with people ar-
riving from lona Island in Placentia Bay. None of those
who moved to Long Harbour ever fished the Banks
or Labrador, although those who remained on lona Is-
land did, and only two residents went on the sealing

Long Harbour lrom the air (photo courtesy Provincial Ar-
chives of Newfoundland and Labrador, Still and Moving
Images Collection)

ships from Harbour Grace. Long Harbour was known
as “The Bottom’" and Mount Arlington Heights as
“The Cove"’.

The main period of settlement was in the mid-1800s
when most families came from the Harbour Grace area
of Conception Bay, including the Brothers, Gambin,
Griffiths and Keating families. Thomas Brothers was
a resident of Harbour Grace in 1806, as was Frances
Gambon in 1809, and other names appeared in the

1820s and 1830s. The Murphys were from Trinity Bay.
An 1865 Newfoundland directory has an A. Parsons
listed as a trader, with Michael Keating, Dennis and
John Kelly, Peter Murphy, Maurice Murray, James
Salmon, Henry and William Whiffin as planters.

All these families were listed for Long Harbour-
Mount Arlington Heights in 1871. Patrick and Thomas
Griffiths, Michael and Patrick Keating, Garrett and
John Norman were included among the local fisher-
men, as were Edward and William Bruce.

Long Harbour was the larger of the two communi-
ties and became the service centre. The first school was
built around 1870 and was replaced by a two-room
school in 1920. This all-grade school, the first St. Jer-
ome’s school, became the elementary school later.
Teachers came from Placentia and from Conception
Bay communities, especially Avondale. The first school
had 25-30 pupils, but there were 50-75 at St. Jerome’s
in the 1930s.

The main period of the inshore fishery lasted from
1880 to 1940, and a lobster factory operated for sever-
al years until it burned down in 1898. McAlpine’s New-
foundland Directory for 1904 lists several Barron,
Bruce, Griffiths, Keating, Kelly, King, Murphy, Mur-
ray, Nolan, Norman, Salmon, Sinnott and Whelan fa-
milies, plus John Hickey and William Whiffin.

The Bruce, Keating and Murphy families owned
schooners which fished off Cape St. Mary’s. Fish was
sold to Harbour Buffett merchants directly or, in the
late 1800, through a Mr. Murray in Long Harbour. He
opened a general store in 1918, two years before the
Noseworthy family started a sawmill, The Griffiths fa-

“EVERYTHING
FOR
THE INSHORE

The Towns of

FISHERY”

We continue to import and
distribute the best “'inshore”
fishing equipment from all
over the world.

BAY BULLS TRADI

€O. LTD.
51 Old Pennywell Road

Cat us (709) 5754058 o 59 (St John's)
(709) 334-2929 (Bay Bus)

gt NELDABAADOR

Long Harbour and
Mount Arlington Heights
Welcomes Industries
to an Industrial town.

Mayor Gary Keating
Deputy Mayor Harold Keating

Councillors:

— Edward Bruce

— Margaret Norman

— Michael Burke

— James Griffiths

— Peter Murphy
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St. Bartholomew's Roman Catholic Church, Mount Arling-
ton Heights

mily were already well-known as loggers. Residents
also trapped beaver, fox and otter in the area.

Many young families left for Massachusetts in the
1920s, taking advantage of business contacts with
Boston and Gloucester merchants. John W. Kelly, Sr.,
was one of those who left in 1929, at the age of 17, for
Gloucester, where he sailed on schooners until he be-
came a skipper for 20 years.

St. Bartholomews Church in Mount Arlington
Heights was built around 1940 and served as the

church for both communities until the much larger St
Jerome s Chuich in Long Harbour was completed. Sty
Bartholomews has now been declared a heritage build="
ing. The two communities were separate until the!
mid-1900s, although both were mainly Roman Cat
communities. Long Harbour’s population declined
from 450 in 1945 to 322 in 1956, and showed only a/
marginal increase to 355 by 1966. The first electricity
was provided in 1960, and telephones came in 1966
The opening of the Electric Reduction Company of!
Canada (ERCO) phosphorus plant at Long Harbour
1968 led to a growth in both communities. Mou
Arlington Heights' population increased from 18
1956 to 337 in 1971, but more families then settled
Long Harbour by 1976, when the latter community hag
391 residents while Mount Arlington Heights had 278,
The population remained at that level for the next
years. All but 15 Anglican residents were Roma
Catholics.
Many workers moved from other communities,
most jobs in the manufacturing and service sectors. Of
135 men in the labor force, 125 were employed
male unemployment was only 7.4%, but 20% for tho
aged 15-24 years. Of 235 women, only 45 were
ployed and unemployment was 18.2% for those in 8
labor force. There were 15 self-employed men and I
self-employed women.

Chapel Arm

According to M.F. Howley, the community was
originally named Chappel Arm after Lieutenant Ed-
ward Chappell who made a voyage to Newfoundland
in 1818. Chappell’s log did not, however, include any
references to the area. It is more likely, according to
local resident Helen Reid, that the name originated
from the spire-shaped hills which are an obvious fea-
ture of the community.

The community was in existence in the early 1830s,
and Archdeacon Wix left Andrews Cove on February
25, 1835, to visit Chapel Arm and Little Gut. The first
person to attempt settlement was Ned Power from
Ireland. Thomas Power was one of the family mem-
bers listed in 1866. The Powers adapted very well to
the area: Mary Power was 100 on October 13, 1984,
and John Power was 95 the same year.

The 1857 census lists 130 residents, including two
merchants and some 40 fishermen who landed almost
1,200 quintals of cod. By 1869, the population had in-
creased to 223, all born in Newtoundland, except for
one from England and another from Ireland. Most resi-
dents, 182, were Church of England, but there were
also 26 Wesleyans and 15 Roman Catholics. There
were, however, no churches. A total of 162 were list-
ed as fishermen, with 30 as crew on schooners from
other ities, and they op d 34 boats.

The Warrens were from Trinity Bay, mostly Old Per-
lican, and the first mention for Chapel Arm is of Am-
brose Warren in 1861. Ernest Warren built the com-
munity’s first store. The Prettys came from Trinity Bay,
with Elias Pritty listed in 1866. John Cooper is reput-
ed to have moved from England, married and settled
at Norman'’s Cove in the early 1800s. This is probably
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St. John the Baptist Anglican Church

an ancestor of John Cooper listed for Chapel Arm in
1871. The Thornes moved from Trinity and New Har-
bour, where a John Thorn(e) lived in the late 1700s.
John Thorne was listed for Chapel Arm in 1871.

Other families who arrived in the mid- to late 1800s
were the Reids from Trinity Bay, who moved to New
Harbour where Moses Reid was a planter by 1823. The
first local mentions are of William Read of Norman'’s
Cove in 1858 and Emmanuel Reed of Chance Cove in
1862, The Williams family very likely moved from Woo-
dy Island, Placentia Bay, where two brothers from En-
gland settled. John Williams was already listed there
in 1835.

For some reason, the population had dropped to 122
by 1874, perhaps as a result of the growth of the near-
by community of Norman’s Cove. The population
dropped even further to 85 in 11 families by 1884. Fifty-
nine residents were Church of England, 30 Wesleyan
and five Roman Catholic. The 40 fishermen operated
17 boats and landed 408 quintals of cod, and also
salmon, herring and capelin. A small sawmill em-
ployed 18 people in the woods. A school had been built
by 1884, but none of the 34 children were attending.
Residents traded with New Harbour and went to
church three miles away in Norman's Cove.

The catch declined to 200 quintals in 1891. Ten years
later, 16 people from the 20 families worked at the two
local sawmills. The mills cut 36,000 logs in 1901, when
the population was back up to 121. Two-thirds of the
49 school-age children were in school. Twenty-one

fishermen landed 281 quintals of cod worth $1,212, and
the lobster factory packed just seven cases.

The population rose to 173 by 1911, and a Roman
Catholic church and school had been built. By 1945 it
had more than doubled to 381 and another 180 were
added by 1961. There were two churches and a few
Pentecostal families in 1969.

One of the summer rituals in the area was the whale
hunt. Cle Newhook recalls such a drive in his book
...mostly in rodneys. A pothead drive at Southern
Cove, Chapel Arm, in the 1950s drove 200 whales to
slaughter. It was Cle’s only whale hunt and his initia-
tion into manhood. He recalls it vividly as a time he
had to prove himself to his family. ““C’mon Cle, boy,
‘tis time you got some roundhead blubber on your
hands,”" his Uncle Joe told him.

The opening of the Electric Reduction Company of
Canada (ERCO) phosphorus plant at Long Harbour in
1968 provided local employment opportunities. The
town was incorporated as a local improvement district
on November 11, 1970, and the population rose to 712
by 1976.

The 1986 population was 699. The male unemploy-
ment rate was 20%, with 35 residents working in the
construction trades, 25 as managers, 40 in machinery-
related work and construction. The female unemploy-
ment rate was 33%, but higher for younger women,
and most work was in clerical and sales occupations.

D\

Norman’s Cove - Long Cove

The area’s first settlers are said to have been James
Newhook and George Temple. Bridget Power from
Chapel Arm has done a lot of research and found out
her great-grandfather, George Temple, was, indeed,
sent from England to repair the boats at Trinity.

He is said to have been one of the first settlers in
the early 1800s. He was listed as a planter in 1829, hav-
ing previously been at Selby Cove, Bay de Verde, in
1824. While Temple does not appear to have played
a major role, Newhook, who was born in Trinity in
1783 and settled briefly at New Harbour around 1800
before moving to Norman's Cove, certainly did. He
was a shipbuilder and soon set up a yard.

An article by Garry Crawford in The Compass of
March 22, 1985, described shipbuilding at Norman’s

Long Cove in the early 1900s (photo courtesy Provincial
Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador, Still and Mov-
ing Images Collection)
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Cove. James Newhook built six schooners and a brig
from 1827 to 1832. Born at Trinity in 1789, he had 21
children from two marriages. James and his brother

Norman's Cove in the early 1900s (photo courtesy Provin-
clal Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador, Still and Mov-
ing Images Collection)

Charles had a shipyard at New Harbour, but they fell
out and James moved to Norman’s Cove where he was
joined by Thomas Moore of Dildo.

Their first vessel was the 79-ton Hibernia for Roger
Hanrahan of Bristol’s Hope. In 1836, she was bought
by Thomas Foley of Harbour Grace and later sold to
Ridley, Harrison & Co. but was lost at the seal hunt
in 1846. Newhook then built the 92-ton Philanthropy
for John Nicole of Carbonear and the 108-ton Plover
for Slade, Elson & Co. and Edward Spencer of Car-
bonear. The same firm also had him build the 129-ton
brig Elizabeth. Newhook also built the 107-ton Julia and
91-ton Agenoria in 1831 and the 63-ton Neptune for
Thomas Chancey and William Bulley in 1832.

In 1855, the Newhook family built the 52-ton Maria
for John Bemister of New Perlican, and George
Newhook built the Ethel for Robert Bremmer of Trini-
ty. Shipbuilding continued into the 1930s.

Chapel Head

The next to arrive were the Pierceys, when George
Temple’s daughter, Dorothy, married John Piercey of
Scilly Cove, now Winterton, in the 1820s or 1830s.
Another daughter, Maggie, married John Cooper.
Amelia Newhook, a daughter from James Newhook's
second marriage, married John Smith from Chance
Cove at the same time. Other daughters of both Ge-
orge Temple and James Newhook married into other

Trinity Bay families. The first mention of the Brown(e)
family is of Joseph Brown, a planter at Norman's Cove
in 1842, The Thomas and White families arrived later,
the Whites most probably moving from Trinity, and
the Peddles came from the Bishop's Cove area of
Spaniard’s Bay.

The 1836 population was 37, most of them Church
of England adherents, although a few Roman Cathol-
ics lived in the community in the mid-1800s. The fish-
ery provided the mainstay of the . Most
fishing was done around the Chapel, Long Cove, Col-
liers Bay and Bull Arms.

A school was built by about 1840, when George
Winn Crawford, born at Dartmouth, Devon, in 1797,
moved from New Harbour, and it served as the place
of worship, too, until a church was completed before =
1884. A new school built around 1877 had Lydia El-
ford as its first teacher with 32 pupils by 1881. There
were already Methodists in the community by 1874,
but they attended the Church of England church and

school until they had built their own facilities by 1901, ]
Most of their teachers were from Trinity, Conception
The Marine Centre at Long Cove
®
§

and Placentia Bays. The Reverend ]. Reay was the first
Methodist minister in 1894. The Salvation Army ar-
rived shortly before 1901.

The best year for the cod, herring, capelin and
salmon fisheries was 1879, when the road was built
from New Harbour through Norman's Cove to Chance
Cove. The community, which had 147 residents in
1874, was large enough to justify a post office in 1892,
and Samuel Stowe, the mail courier and son of the
Methodist minister, owned the first radio.

By 1884, the population of Norman’s Cove had
grown to 158 in 31 families. Some residents fished and
43 worked in the woods. The Church of England school
had 26 of the 54 school-age children. The fishermen:
landed 1,028 quintals of cod, and also salmon, 357 bar-
rels of herring and 206 barrels of capelin. Five boats,
totalling 13 tons, were built in the community in 1883.

Long Cove was a smaller community. In 1884, it had
37 residents in six families, 31 of them Church of En-
gland and six Wesleyan. The 16 fishermen landed 245
quintals of cod, and some salmon, herring and cape-
lin. Seven other residents were lumbering.

Hoopmaking for barrels was done in the communi-
ty, but the fishery remained the mainstay until after
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the 1890s, when residents cut railway ties. The num-
ber of fishermen dropped to 49 by 1901, but the popu-
lation continued to increase to 375 by 1935. Many resi-
dents worked for the Anglo-Newfoundland Develop-
ment (A.N.D.) Company cutting pulpwood.

Robert Newhook was a Norman'’s Cove merchant
who owned the schooner Duchess. The Newhooks had
a vegetable garden on the sheltered side of Chapel
Head overlooking Long Cove where the growing sea-
son was longer. In his book, ...mostly in rodneys, Cle
Newhook recalled the main fishing boats were the
motorboat or trapskiff and the punt or rodney. The lat-
ter was used by local boys for unauthorized trips.
Trouting was another popular activity and a summer
highlight was the drive to “‘the Broad”’, now occupied
by Bellevue Beach Provincial Park, as Cle recounted
in his book:

We all piled out of the truck and proceed-
ed to dash hither and thither, much like a
school of caplin escaping a rock thrown in
their midst.

Cleophas Newhook, Cle’s great-uncle, taught at the
Anglican school for more than 40 years. He was also
the community doctor, preacher, justice of the peace,
lawyer, actor, director, politician, philosopher, coun-
sellor and prophet. As Cle reported in his book, ““The
twinkle was never far from his eye and the infection
of his laugh was irresistible.” He died in 1978.

Mrs. M. Smith & Son was a small business in Nor-
man’s Cove, and was likely the first shop in the 1870s
or 1880s. Her son, Noah, took it over in the early 1900s.
He was the Methodist teacher, and his wife, Milly, ran

R’

Bethel United Church

- é
Faith Pentecostal Tabernacle, Norman's Cove

the store and the post office. Noah died in 1949 when
Milly continued the business with her son Harold.

Robert Smith started a business after 1884 and trad-
ed mainly with Bairds Limited in St. John's. His first
schooner was the Sea Queen, and others were the Rita
Pearl and Minnie Gladys. His sons, Jacob, William,
Robert, Nathaniel and James worked for him. Jacob
built the Mildred around 1930 but soon lost it outside
St. John's. -

The largest of the stores was owned by Frank and
Muriel Smith, whose father Robert had run it before,
This was the forerunner of Smith’s Snacks, which
operates as a mobile food delivery business in St.
John's. Frank installed the first diesel generator in the

DO YOU NEED TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT WORKERS' COMPENSATION?

Workers' Compensation is a no-fault system which in-
sures employers and workers for on-the-job injuries.

If you need to know more about the system, how it oper-
ates, the benefits, the regulations, etc., we can offer
you a wide selection of information.

* Workers’ compensation — An Overview — 28 page
booklet

¢ Information For Employers — 16-page bookiet

* Workers' Handbook on Procedures, Benefits — 31

pages

* “It's Good Business" — a pamphlet on re-
habilitation

o and Workers' C =
pamphlet

o and Workers' Cc ion™" —
pamphlet

* Something to Know About Workers' Compensation
— pamphiet

* How to Request an Appeal or a Case Review
* Industry Classification and Assessment Rates
* “If You Get Hurt On The Job" — Poster

If you would like an Information Kit or quantities of in-
dividual publications, contact any of our offices.

St. John's Grand Falls Corner Brook
778-1000 489-9883 639-9960

WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION
of Newfoundland and Labrador
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community and the engine house also served as the
home for 25 chickens. People said that Muriel’s hens
were better off than half of the families in Norman's
Cove. Their son Howard and his friend Lew serviced
the engine until the engine house and most of its chick-
ens perished in a fire. Frank’s wife ran the business
which was later taken over by son Norman, who was
still running the business in 1969.

James Smith & Son originated at Little Gut, where
Emma Moore of Dildo Cove had a small sawmill.
Robert Smith ran it for her until it burned down. His
son James reconstructed the mill and waterwheel and
operated it until the 1930s when he built a new mill
at Norman’s Cove and later added a store. This busi-
ness was still operating in 1969. Another son, Frank,
took over Robert’s business.

Fred White, who was a cod and lobster fisherman,
started a grocery store in 1939, and Esau Temple, a car-
penter, started a store in 1957. Electricity arrived in
1961, and the first telephone was installed three years
later. In 1967, when a town plan was produced for Nor-
man’s Cove-Long Cove, there were five stores.

Long Cove’s population increased from 144 in 1945
to 271 in 1956, but levelled off after this and was 299
in 1976. On the other hand, that of Norman’s Cove
rose from 417 in 1945 to 558 in 1966. The Anglican
Church built a central high school in 1959, and joined
with the United Church to build an extension in 1964.
This school served the communities of Chapel Arm,
Norman's Cove, Long Cove and Thornlea, until a new
eight-room elementary school opened after 1969. The
result was that many families chose to move to Nor-

Cemetery overlooking Norman's Cove

man’s Cove, which had 842 residents by 1976

The 1981 p ion of the bined ¢ of
Norman’s Cove- Long Cove was 1,152, mdudmg 460
Anglicans, 455 United Church, and 125 Roman Cathol-

ics. The facturing sector ployed 85, c

tion 70, and the ¢ y, busi and p 1
service sector 70. Several busmesses continue to oper-
ate out of the , but has in-

creased with a decline in the hshery Of 380 men in
the work force, 115 were unemployed, mainly in the
15-24 age group. In 1981, 85 were employed in con-
struction trades, 45 in the ilshery and 50 were self-

loyed. Female ploy was higher at
4. 4% Thirty women were in clerical occupations, 20
were teachers, another 20 were in processing and 15
women were self-employed.

Thornlea

The Thorn(e) family moved from Trinity and New
Harbour, where a John Thorn lived in the late 1700s.
Their arrival took place some time between 1857 and
the first census mention of the community as Colliers
Bay in 1869. By then, there were already 17 residents,
including one from England. Eleven were Wesleyan
and six Church of England adh Nine resid
were fishing and three were crew on the schooner from
Tickle Harbour or Norman'’s Cove. The earliest men-
tion of the Branton family is of John Branton, a fisher-
man at Scilly Cove (now Winterton) in 1850. The fa-
mily probably moved to Thornlea in the 1860s or 1870s.

By 1874, there were 20 in three Roman Catholic and
Wesleyan families. The seven fishermen landed 62
quintals of cod and six tierces of salmon. The residents
also produced 160 Ibs. of butter from eight cows. By
1884, when the community was listed as Colliers Bay
Cove, there were 34 residents in six Wesleyan fami-
lies. The 16 fishermen caught 290 quintals of cod, 10
tierces of salmon and 80 barrels of capelin. Another
eight residents were lumbering. None of the 18 chil-
dren was in school. In 1891, 22 fishermen landed rather
less cod and 60 barrels of herring.

There were 41 residents in seven Methodist families
by 1901. The 12 fishermen landed 155 quintals of cod
worth $746, and the four lobster factories packed just

Shoreline at Thornlea

eight cases from 140 traps. By now, 11 of the 13 chil-
dren were in the local school. Two more families were
listed in 1911, when 17 fishermen landed 131 quintals
of cod worth $836, three were lumbering and three
were employed by the railway.

The community was renamed Thornlea by 1945,
when the population had doubled to 99, and it con-
tinued to grow with 148 residents in 1961 and 188 in
1971. Thornlea has not grown since and remains a
United Church community of around 200 residents.
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Bellevue

The fishery in the early days placed a premium on
a beach for drying fish, and Tickle Bay at the head of
Trinity Bay was ideal. Broad Lake provided a sheltered
location inland from the harbor and its beach was ideal
for drying fish. Early residents lived on the part of
Bellevue Beach known as “‘The Ridge”’, but moved to
the present site when too many trees had been cut
down to offer any protection from the winds.

““The Rattles™ is the division between Broad Lake
and Colliers Arm, which was originally called Collins
Arm, although there is no record of a Collins family
the area. McCarthy's Point is the point opposite
‘“The Ridge'’, where the original settlement of Tickle
Harbour was located.

Trinity merchant, Benjamin Lester, grazed his cat-
tle on The Ridge in the mid-1700s. His diary indicates
he had cattle grazing on the meadows behind the beach
at the time of the 1762 French raid on Trinity. His ser-
vants very likely cleared the land at Tickle Harbour and
lived there during the summer. Lester conducted bus-

The Ridge, the original settlement site of Tickle Harbour

iness in both Tickle Harbour and New Harbour, where
he obtained timber for his Trinity shipbuilding
business.

There could have been skirmishes between the
French and English in the Tickle Harbour area because
scattered cannonballs and musket shot were found on
the beach as late as 1960.

11 d the Napoleonic Wars

after 1815, when early residents most lik:zly were Irish

e

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church

employees of Lester. Thomas Lynch is first listed for
Tickle Harbour in 1817. He could have been the Tho-
mas Lynch from County Limerick who was married
in St. John's in 1806 or one of the Thomas Lynches at
Champneys in 1790 or Bay de Verde in 1791. Thomas
McCarthy from Cork settled on Red Island, Placentia
Bay, about 1813, and Daniel McCarthy was listed for
Tickle Harbour in 1817.

The King's Cove Parish records of 1817 mentioned
Thomas Lynch and Daniel McCart(h)y, and several of
the 16 baptisms recorded in 1825 at New Harbour may
have been Tickle Harbour families since Martha
Hoskins’ name appears in baptismal records for both
communities. The priest often visited Ragged Harbour
but missed New Harbour and Tickle Harbour. Robert
Burrows and John Lynch were both baptized in 1829.

Thirty-seven of the residents in 1836 were Roman
Catholic and 13 were Church of England, but Arch-
deacon Wix appears to have bypassed the community
in 1835, An 1835 voters list, however, mentioned
Robert Burrows, Thomas, John and Edward Lynch,
Daniel McCarthy, Thomas Seward and Ambrose War-
ren. The next year’s list added Thomas Lynch, Jr., Ed-
ward Seward, and John Young(s), Sr. and Jr. At that
time there were 50 settlers and five servants.

John Young and his son left for Heart’s Content in
1837, but new families continued to arrive and Michael
Connolly’s name first appeared in 1838. John Murphy
claimed to have been born at Tickle Harbour in 1832,
perhaps the son of James Murphy, whose name first
appeared on the 1837 voters list, In 1845, the popula-
tion was 78, and the 18 fishermen operated 12 boats.

In the next 12 years the community became a total-
Iy Roman Catholic community. The Warrens moved
to Chapel Arm, and the Sewards moved to Chance
Cove and communities tarther north. One reason was
the poor cod fishery, although the salmon fishery re-
mained stable. In 1857, local residents operated 11
small and two larger boats. Both Robert Burrows and
the Connolly family remained until at least 1865.

John Lynch was the only fisherman who owned a
schooner. He built the 26-ton Mary in 1859, and then
rebuilt her in 1873—she went to the Labrador and seal
fisheries until 1892 when she was retired at Catalina.
New residents arriving between 1855 and 1866 includ-
ed the Pike and Pinson families. In 1869, more than
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half of the population of 48 Roman Catholics were fish-
ing and nine were lumbering.

Lovell’s 1871 Newfoundland Directory listed 48 resi-
dents, the seven family heads comprising two Lynches,
two Pikes, James Pinson (Pinsent), a McCarthy and a
Murphy. James and John Lynch, and Owen McCar-
thy were listed for Chance Cove, but it is most likely
they still lived at what is now called Bellevue Beach.
There were 74 residents by 1874, when the communi-
ty had 74 small boats and two schooners that went to
the seal fishery. The Mary was one, and the other could
have been the Brothers, another 26-ton schooner built
by Owen McCarthy.

The school was built in 1877, the first teacher being
Lucy Lahey from Heart’s Desire. She resigned a year
later and was replaced by Anthony Lahey in 1883. The
school had 33 pupils, but 22 other children did not at-
tend. It again closed in 1884 and did not reopen until
1890, although it was used for Mass until the first Ro-
man Catholic chapel was built in 18%). This suggested

McCarthy's Point

the community was prosperous enough, but no
schooners operated out of the community in the 1890s.

In 1884, of the 124 residents 57 were fishermen who
caught 738 quintals of cod, 127 tierces of salmon, and
442 barrels of capelin. Six larger boats were built in the
community in 1883, and 11 residents were lumbering.

John Pinsent worked on the Reid railway when it
came through in the late 1880s. His brother, Andrew,
was employed as a repairman for the Reid telegraph
line and later became a foreman, as did another
brother, Tom. The Pinsents were responsible for the
telegraph system from St. John's to Port aux Basques
and more than two-thirds of the men in Bellevue
worked for them.

The 1898 Newfoundland Directory lists several Fa-
hey, Lynch, McCarthy, Murphy, Pike, Pinsent and
Walsh families and an Ambrose Roff. As Vince Walsh
explains, the name was changed from Tickle Harbour
to Bellevue, December 14, 1896, part of a government
program to adopt ‘“more suitable and positive-
sounding names”. Kitty Lynch says the new name
came about when a priest walked up from the cross-
ing to the top of the hill and saw the bright lights in
the town. He exclaimed what a “‘beautiful sight”’ it
was, and suggested Bellevue as an appropriate name.

The inshore fishery provided economic stability,
although lobster fishing, which flourished in the ear-

!y 1900s and supported several factories, had ceased
by 1935. Cod and salmon, however, provided a living,
and whales provided a bonus some years. In 1911, the
census records five tuns (sic) of whale oil worth $321.
Some lumbering was carried on in the community, but
a nearby barite deposit has never been worked.
Residents moved to the other side of the Gut after
1918 mainly because of a lack of fresh water on the
Ridge. Prior to this, the Fahey, Lynch, Murphy, Pin-
sent, Ralph and Walsh families were living on the
Ridge, and only the McCarthys lived at the site of the
present community. A 30-ton schooner was listed in
1921 and two auxiliary schooners were listed in 1935,
but no merchant ever lived in Tickle Harbour. A Mr.
Frost brought in a schooner from Carbonear to collect
fish, and John Newhook from Norman’s Cove regu-
larly anchored in the Gut during the summer.
Salmon continued to be important with 400,000 Ibs.
landed in 1929 alone, mostly caught in cod traps. One
fisherman, Andrew Walsh, recalled landing 3,000 Ibs.
in one catch. Most of it was caught in cod traps north
of McCarthy’s Point and shipped fresh to New Har-
bour. When catches fell in the 1930s, many residents -
left the ity, but employ with the Pmsem‘ Y

Pro; )

ing in 1941, when salmon and trout were plentiful in’
the area. The chapel on McCarthy’s Point was tal
down when Sacred Heart Church was built 40 or
years ago, but the cemetery remains.

residents. Charles Walsh wrote that one fisherman
so disgusted with the result of the second vote that
he kicked in his radio. His wife sent the remains to Sf
John's for repair. The damaged radio was return
with a terse note stating, ‘‘Madam, there is nothmﬁ
left to repair.’

The commumry has remained about the same s'hé

families left to find work elsewhere. The compl
of a road in 1965 reduced the isolation and encourag
new families to take their place, but since 1981, o1
five new families have moved in. The Pinsent ai
Walsh stores, which had operated for a number 0
years, closed with the road connection to Chapel A
Whitbourne and St. John's. The community is part

alocal service district and separate population figures
are not available.
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Bellevue Beach

Bellevue Beach was known as The Broad when it was
first settled in the mid-1800s. James and John Lynch,
and Owen McCarthy were listed for Chance Cove in
early voters' lists, but it is most likely they lived at The
Broad. The early families moved in the late 1800s be-
cause they couldn’t get a teacher, There were six fa-
milies, three Lynches, two Walshes and a Hefferan,
and most of them moved to Tickle Harbour.

Gus Whitten visited the area in the early 1950s, and
when he built the first cabin in 1958 there was no road,
the only access being by boat. Families followed from
Bellevue, and at first they were all Roman Catholics.
Later, some Church of England families came from
other communities.

Gus built a restaurant in 1959 and added a lounge,
and Bellevue Beach provincial park started a year later,
by which time a road had been built. The restaurant
and lounge provided a thriving business when the road
was the Cabot Highway. Gus recalls they had to stay

Park office, Bellevue Beach Provincial Park

Picnic tables at Bellevue Beach

open 24 hours a day for truckers and taxis and says
he’d be lucky to get two hours of sleep a night, but
business dropped off when the Trans-Canada High-
way went through to the west so he sold the business.
The operations have now become seasonal.

The provincial park at Bellevue Beach started in June
1959, although the first summer was mainly spent com-
pleting the facilities and access road. It now has more
than 100,000 visitors every summer and covers an area
of 183 acres alongside Broad Lake. Most park em-
ployees are from Chance Cove and Bellevue, while stu-
dent employees are from Bellevue, Bellevue Beach and
Thornlea.  Bellevue Beach now has more families
than ever before. A total of 21 people showed up at
a recent meeting, and there are as many as two dozen
families resident in the community. Most of the cabin
owners live in St. John's, but there are a few from
Chapel Arm and other communities
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Fair Haven

The original name of the community was Famish-
gut and an adjoining settlement was called Pinchgut.
Lane's 1772 map showed Famish Cape, and E.R. Seary
speculated in 1971 that the names may have referred
to ““a period when Lane’s crew was on short rations”’.
The community then became known as Famish Gut,
and, after 1874, Famish Cove, until it was officially
changed to Fair Haven by government proclamation
on June 29, 1940. By that time, Pinch Gut, later Pinch
Cove, was part of the same community. Famishgut Is-
land and Point also were changed to Fair Haven Is-
land and Point, but Admiralty charts use the old name.

The community was a long distance from Placentia
Bay fishing grounds; thus, settlement did not start until
the early 1800s, long after settlements closer to the fish
had been established. Famish Gut was already in ex-
istence when Archdeacon Wix visited in the winter of
1835 and wrote.

I assembled nine adults besides children, at
the winter house of Thomas Upshore,
where I held a full service and baptized two
children.

His account also indicates his was the first visit by

Salvation Army Citadel

a Church of England priest and that the first settlers
of nearby Pinchgut were from the West of England.
The 1836 census showed 56 residents in nine fami-
lies at Pinch Gut, but later records included the two
communities together. A pond at the inlet head provid-
ed sheiter from offshore winds. R.W. Gilbert report-
ed that early residents settled either side of a barachois
pond and beach, known as “"The Neck”’. One side by
a small sheltered cove was called "*The Rooms’’, and
the innermost section was called ““The Bottom”’.

Peter Upshall (Upshore) from Harbour Buffett was
living at Famish Gut in 1835 and was likely one of the
first settlers. Thomas Collett, from Worcestershire, En-
gland, is said to have emigrated to St. John's and later
moved to Harbour Buffett, where a Thomas Collett was
listed in 1838.

Other families moved from islands in Placentia Bay.
The name Crann is a variant of Crane, and the family
most likely arrived from Ireland. Henry and John
Crann were listed for Flat Islands, Placentia Bay, in
1871. Other Cranns were at Trinny Cove two miles
away. Skipper Bob Crann recalls there were about a
dozen families there in the early 1900s. The Jarvis fa-

A typical winter scene

mily came from one or more of the Placentia Bay is-
lands after 1871, and Henry Dick was a miner at La
Manche in 1871

In 1874, the two communities of Pinch and Famish
Guts had a combined population of 29 Church of Eng-
land residents. The five fishing families landed 203
quintals of cod. More families arrived in the next de-
cade, and the two communities were large enough to
be listed separately again.

By 1911, Famish Cove, as it had become known,
gained more families, while its neighbor lost some, and
the main fishing activity shifted. The earliest settlers
lived at the Rooms, but, after the building of a road
to the railway station and later to the Trans-Canada
Highway, settlement was mainly in the Bottom. McAl-
pine’s Newfoundland Directory listed the Collett, Col-
lins, Crann, Gilbert, James and Rodway families for
Famish Cove. In 1911, half its population of 68 was
Methodist and the other half were Salvation Army, and
24 fishermen landed 780 quintals of cod. There were
also eight small lobster factories whose 16 employees
packed 55 cases. The total value of the fishery was
$6,010, while that of Pinch Cove fell to just $987. The
latter community had just 13 residents in two Church
of England and Salvation Army families. The four
fishermen landed 90 quintals of cod, and the two lob-
ster factories’ five employees packed just 21 cases.

Residents of both c fished in summer

and worked in the woods in winter. There were five

The old Anglican Church, built in April 1952
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or six families in what is now called Outer Cove when
Skipper Bob Crann’s family arrived in the early 1900s.
Rather more families had settled in the other section
called The Bottom. The two sections lie either side of
the cove and barachois pond. Trinny Cove’s one-room
school was moved to Outer Cove by where Freeman
Crann’s house now stands. A three-room school was
built later.

Until the road connection to Tickle Harbour station
was completed, contact was mainly with Harbour
Buffett and Placentia merchants. This continued until
the road connection to the Trans-Canada Highway
later. Residents voted against the government reset-
tlement plan, and the population grew slowly to 112
by 1951 and 142 by 1971. Most families continue to live
on the north side of the harbor, although the older
houses are to be found on the south side. The elemen-
tary school has just two rooms open for Grades 1-6 stu-
dents, with older students bused to Norman'’s Cove.

The opening of a fishplant run by Allen’s Seafoods
created more local employment. This was taken over

Fair Haven Anglican Church, newly built 1987

by Blue Ocean Products, a subsidiary of Coley's Point
Fisheries Limited, in 1982. Fish were bought from lo-
cal fishermen and from those in Long Harbour. The
plant processed cod and flounder for shipment to
Coley’s Point for further processing.

Chance Cove

Chance Cove is a small community on the Trinity
Bay side of the Isthmus of Avalon. It curves around
a long stretch of coastline and is divided about half-
way into two separate coves, Big Chance Cove, form-
erly Great Chance Cove, and Little Chance Cove, form-
erly Lower Chance Cove.

There is a remote possibility that John Guy was refer-
ring to Chance Cove when he wrote in 1612 of Alhal-
lowes (so named because he arrived October 31), but
it is more likely he was at Rantem. E.R. Seary states
it was named for ‘“mischance, that is, a shipwreck”’
and settlement took place some time around 1830. Both
coves were well established by 1835 when John Ped-
dle was listed as a fisherman of Lower Chance Cove,
and Thomas Smith, Benjamin Smith, George Temple
and James Bryant as fishermen of Great Chance Cove.
In 1835, the well-travelled Archdeacon Wix visited the
community and mentioned a ship’s pilot by the name
of Kelly and his family of 24, for whom he conducted
a service. The 1836 census lists 11 houses and 58 peo-
ple, all “Protestant Episcopalians”’, at Chance Cove,

with 3.5 acres of land under cultivation.
In 1845, a school was operating and most of the 61

people fished, planted or worked as shoremen. A John
Peddle lived there in 1862, and local resident Scott Ped-
dle says his great-grandfather, William Peeddle, set-
tled in Chance Cove from Harbour Grace around that
time. (Peddles are listed at Harbour Grace in the 1700s)
Fishing was the only industry.

The inshore salmon and cod fisheries were quite suc-

Rantem

~ This small community seven mlles north of
Chance Cove was first shown in the 1869 census
records as Rentom. Its 12 Church of England resi-
dents owned two boats, and two of them were crew
on the schooners from Chance Cove. In 1884, the
community was shown as Randem and had just one
Church of England family of five and one Roman
Catholic. There was one boat, although the house-
hold heads were shown as an officeworker and
mechamc One of the early residents was Nathaniel

1'he 1901 census listed the community as Rantem
with a population of 28 in three Church of England,
Salvation Army and Roman Catholic families. Four
fishermen landed 40 quintals of cod and one tierce
of salmon worth $280, and the lobster factory
packed eight cases from 150 traps. Ten years later,
Rantem had 38 residents in seven Roman Cathalic
and Church of England families. They included
three office clerks, a farmer, three railway em-
ployees and four fishermen. A small boat was built
in the community in 1910, when 23 quintals of cod
were landed and just three cases were packed at the

unity, which never had a church or
sdano!,sﬁllhadlérmden!shlﬂ! ‘but none in
lﬁllfterresealemtmchmm&wemd,
Isthmus communities.
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Smith’s Seafoods, Chance Cove .

cessful and by 1869, seven new families had arrived,
including the Rowes from Heart’s Content, and the
Hutchings, possibly from Rantem, along with the
Linch, Liven, McCarthy and Noseworthy families, to
bring the population to 98. The 1k d encyclope-
dia also lists an Andrews family, formerly Andersons,
from Winterton, but longtime resident Sam Brace says
the family changed its name from Andrews to Ander-
son. Also, he says he believes the Hutchings family
came from Sunnyside, not Rantem. Fishing was the
mainstay, but farming that year was also important,
producing 250 Ibs. of butter.

In the early 1870s, Thomas Smith adopted George
Brace, the son of an Englishman who settled in Quidi
Vidi. The adoption was arranged through the Angli-
can Church, and Sam Brace, George Brace’s grandson,
has salvaged the adoption documents.

In Little Chance Cove, |.F. Imray noted in 1873 “'the
best shelter will be found on the north side”’, and it
was “only fit for small vessels during the summer
months,"

The Warren and Hollett families arrived in the 1870s,
and by the 1890s, the Clarke family had moved there
from the north side of Trinity Bay. Other residents in-
cluded Benjamin Rowe; William, Thomas, Emanuel
and Abram Smith; Thomas Warren; William Peddle;
and Solomon Hutchings. The fishery was still the
mainstay, with some,_crews going to Labrador, and
some op d s ills to supp incomes. By

1901, the population had reached 129 and both the:
Church of England and the Salvation Army had
churches. Fewer than half the community’s children
attended the one-room school. Thirty-one fishermen §
operated 13 small boats and two schooners, and three
lobster factories packed just 11 cases from 250 traps.

By 1911, Chance Cove had two teachers who taught
45 children at the local school. Two schooners totall-
ing 20 tons had been built a year earlier, and fisher-
men in 1911 landed a whale, whose oil brought $70.

Between 1911 and 1945, the population remained
fairly stable. It was 381 that year, and resettlement ad~
ded a few new names to attain 487 by 1976.

Under resettlement in the 1960s and 1970s, the Up-
shall, Reid and Hann families arrived. Of the early set-
tlers, there are no more Bryants in the community, and
no Temples, but a large number of Smiths.

The Local Improvement District of Chance Cove was
incorporated on February 8, 1972, and was governed
by a board of seven trustees. In 1977, Smith’s Seafoods,
a fishplant employing about 50 people, was opened.
It processed fresh-frozen herring, mackerel, capelin,
cod, flounder, turbot and squid. The seasonal plant is
still in operation.

In 1981, elementary students went to Chance Cove
and high school students Norman’s Cove. The popu-
lation is dropping slightly but remains fairly stable with
467 in 1986. Most find work at the nearby fishplants,
the refinery, or in construction and forestry. N

Little Harbour East

Little Harbour East was settled some time in the
mid-1800s. A Baker from Wales is said to have settled
at Harbour Buffett, changed his name to Upshall and
later moved to Little Harbour East, where George Up-
shall was certainly present by 1856. The first mention
of the settlement was in the 1869 census when a four-
member Wesleyan family owned two boats but their
one child was not in school.

Families soon arrived from a number of Newfound-
land communities and swelled the population to 47
mainly Church of England residents in 1874 when 15
fishermen landed 510 quintals of cod and some salmon,
and another 15 men were mining that year. Most fa-
milies still live in the community.

The Lockyer family was probably from Heart’s Con-
tent, where George Lockyer was a fisherman in 1800.
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Lockyer families lived on Isle Valen and Woody Island,
Placentia Bay, and later moved to Little Harbour East
and other Isthmus communities. The Boutchers were
either of French (Boutcher) or Scottish (Boucher) ori-
gin, both families arriving in Newfoundland in the ear-
ly 1800s and later moving to Little Harbour East. The
Brownes were of several families, mainly from islands
in Placentia Bay.

In 1891, 29 fishermen landed 151 quintals of cod and
four tierces of salmon valued at $629. In addition, there
were six furs traded for $122. A Church of England
school was built in the next decade and had 14 pupils
in 1911, when the population was 75 in 20 families.
Twenty-four fishermen landed 775 quintals of cod, and
the eight lobster factories packed 53 cases.

During the next 60 years, the community ex-
perienced several drops in population related to the
vagaries of the inshore fishery and the lure of jobs at
Argentia and elsewhere, but by 1971, Little Harbour
East’s population had increased to 182. A further in-

—_—

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

crease took place over the next five years, and there
were 212 residents in 1976. The community has not
changed much over the last decade.

La Manche

La Manche was settled in an area granted to the New
York, London and Newfoundland Telegraph Compa-
ny as a bonus for laying the first trans-Atlantic cable,
and the returns from a lead mine there are said to have

fi d the laying of trans-Atlantic cables by Cyrus
W. Field and associates in 1838 and 1866.

A large vein of lead was discovered in the early 1840s
and the U.S.-based Ripley Company began develop-
ing it with Cyrus W. Field. Lead mining probably com-
menced in earnest in La Manche around 1857, and the
industry flourished for some time.

After several years of operation, the property was
transferred to the Placentia Bay Lead Company, which
operated the mine until 1863, when it was taken over
by the La Manche Mining Company. It worked the
vein until 1873, when low lead prices closed the mine.
In 1874, however, 142 people still lived there, includ-
ing 66 miners and one merchant, who bought 35 quin-
tals of cod and six tierces of salmon that year.

In 1889, the Newfoundland government and the
Canadian Trust Company acquired the mine. It was
reopened that year, but quickly closed again.

By 1891, the population of La Manche had

if the ore was of high enough quality. The war put an
end to that idea.

By 1945, just 27 residents remained, but the mine
had been reopened for limited production. In 1946, the
Buchans Mining Company Limited took over the mine.
The ore was a higher quality than that from the Bu-
chans mine but cost more to take out. In May 1947,
the roof crumbled. Patrick Whiffen died in the cave-in
while Norman Mackinson barely escaped with his life.
The mine never again produced an appreciable amount
of ore and the community was abandoned in the 1950s.

The only way to reach La Manche today is by boat
or all-terrain vehicle, and then a guide familiar with
the area would likely be needed. All that is left of the
once thriving mining town are some grassy fields, a
few holes, a part of an old steam boiler and a pile of
tailings from the mine, says Kevin Parsons of Southern
Harbour, whose family worked at the mine years ago.
He recalls that his grandfather told the story of a winter
diptheria outbreak some time early in the 1900s, with
one family alone losing 50 members.

to 69, including two new arrivals from England and
residents were equally engaged in mining and fishing.
A total of 35 quintals of cod and one tierce of salmon
worth $180 were landed in the previous year.

By 1911, just 25 residents, all Roman Catholic, re-
mained. Three of the families fished, two farmed, and
one worked for the government. Two schooners and
six inshore boats landed 150 quintals of cod and the
two lobster factories packed just eight cases. The mine
was not in operation.

In 1924, the La Manche Mining Syndicate Ltd. of St.
John’s bought the mine, and, in 1937, it was thorough-
ly examined for the Geological Survey by N.E. Chute.
The vein was believed to be about 3,000 feet long and
known to run a considerable distance under Placentia
Bay.

In 1939, Germany planned to test the ore at La
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Southern Harbour

On a peninsula between Placentia Bay and Little
Southern Harbour, Southern Harbour faces south,
stretching from about 1.5 miles from the Trans-Canada
Highway for about three miles along a scenic portion
of the shore of Placentia Bay. There is a high hill to
climb leaving the TCH, affording a magniticent view
of a sheltered harbor with a number of small islands.
Unfortunately, Southern Harbour is well-known for
its fog, and taking advantage of the rugged, unspoiled
scenery is often a matter of luck.

The earliest mention of Southern Harbour was in
1869, when 24 people are listed in the census report.
In 1874, there were 20 people in four families, all Ro-
man Catholics, and the 10 fishernien landed cod and
salmon, while 12 acres of land were under cultivation.

In 1891, 33 lived there, including one new arrival from
Ireland. One resident was listed as a factory worker,
but all others made their living in the inshore fishery,
which landed $333 worth of cod and salmon that year
One fur was sold for $6 and more than 37 acres of land
had been cleared.

The 1901 census divided the community into Great
Southern Harbour and Little Southern Harbour, where
13 and 66 lived respectively, but by 1911, the popula-
tion of 81 in 15 families was listed as living in Southern
Harbour. Twenty-two of the 29 children were in school
and there was one merchant. The total value of the fish-
ery the previous year was $4,119. McAlpine’s 1904
Directory lists Jeremiah and Andrew Leonard; Joseph
Lynch; Justin Petty; John, Peter, Andrew and Martin

A cove in Southern Harbour

o =
The wharf in Southern Harbour

Whifflin; and Maurice, Michael, John, James [son] of
Maurice, James [son] of Robert, and Lawrence Best in
residence. Father Francis Cacciola arrived in the area
in 1904,"and the first Roman Catholic church was built
soon after that. A school was listed in 1911, and the
1921 census showed one Roman Catholic church seat-
ing 80, as well as a one-room school. Actually, one
building doubled as school and chapel until a winter
storm in 1927 destroyed it. A second church stood until
1946, when Father Cacciola started a new church
opened the next year. Father William Collins replaced
him in 1952 and, with a smaller congregation, he decid-
ed to remodel the building into a church, school and
hall. -
A new school opened in 1967, with its basement
serving as the parish hall. Father Collins was succeeded

Roman Catholic Chumh in

In front of Christ the King
Southern Harbour
by Father Slattery that year. A new church was start-
ed under Reverend William Pomroy and opened as
Christ the King Church in June 1972. It was destroyed
by fire May 1976, and a new church built by fall 1977.

Incorporated in August 1968, the biggest single fac-
tor in determining Southern Harbour’s ch isti
was i Develop was ¢ d at first
and with the influx of new residents, there was—and
still is—little vacant land along the main road on which
to build.

The population between 1945 and 1966 had risen
slowly but steadily, a few families moving into
Southern Harbour from La Manche when the mine

S
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there closed. Ninety lived in Southern Harbour in 1945,
but by 1971, 400 more people had moved into the town,
and the population had reached 679, a 254% increase
over the previous census of 1961. The sharp increase
levelled off in the 1970s, and by 1976, there were 759.

The town was named a local improvement district
in 1968 and was incorporated in 1972. Since then, it
has acquired a community stage, water and sewer serv-
ices, a $1-million marine service centre, fishplant and
new council building. In 1973, nine longliners operat-
ed out of Southern Harbour.

The main industries were fishing and fish process-
ing, although many worked at the Come By Chance
refinery in the 1970s or at other nearby fishplants.
There was also a sizable service industry following
resettlement.

The most recent census in 1986 shows 742 living in
Southern Harbour in 170 families, with the majority

Port Enterprises, Soutnern Harbour

long-time residents—600 people had not moved since
the last census. Most residents either fish or work at
Port Enterprises, the locally owned and operated
seasonal fishplant.

Arnold’s Cove

The early history of Arnold’s Cove is poorly
documented and the birthplace of its settlers unclear.
It was first mentioned in official census records in 1836,
when Bourdeaux, Come By Chance and Arnold’s
Cove, three neighboring communities at the head of
Placentia Bay on the Isthmus of Avalon, had a com-
bined population of about 40. Fishing provided an ade-
quate living for nearly all its inhabitants, primarily cod
caught close to the shore.

Fishermen travelled farther afield later in the 19th
century, probably going as far as Cape St. Mary's on
the southwest tip of the Avalon Peninsula. The lob-
ster fishery became an important source of income
around this time and salmon was caught close to shore.

The 1845 census listed Arnold’s Cove separately with
23 residents, indicating slow growth. In 1863, a one-
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Compliments
of

Town of Southern Harbour

Incorporated 1969
Population 742

EXCELLENT CONDITION
For further information,
CALL:

(709) 334-2887
OR WRITE:
Gatherall's Boat Charter
Bay Bulls, NF
AOA 1C0

Congratulations to Decks Awash on choosing our Town to be in-
cluded in their first issue of this decade. We are a vibrant and
prosperous Town ready to meet the challenges of the new decade
and on into the 21st century.
Town Council Members

Kevin Parsons (Mayor)

Grayson Hapgood (Deputy-Mayor)
Ralph Ryan (Councillor)

8ill Hickey (Councillor)

Jordan Whiffen (Councillor)
Gordon Whiffen (Councillor)
Hannah Hanlon (Councillor)




18 - DECKS AWASH

B

Kevin Wadman'’s, Arnold’s Cove

room school was built and a Church of England church
opened around the same time. Hutchinson’s New-
foundland Directory for 1864-65 lists Thomas Adams,
farmer; Michael Brady, trader; Alexander Burke, post-
master; Richard Cleary, cooper; James and Michael
Evans, planters; Michael McGrath, tailor and dealer;
a Reverend Mr. Pelegius Nowlan; and Sophia Wakel-
ing, druggist among others as residents in those years.
In 1891, 96 lived there in 21 families, and there was
a Church of England church, one teacher, and 23 of
38 children attended the local school. Nearly 60 fisher-
men had 23 boats and set 32 nets that year, and a lob-
ster factory employed 24 employees to pack 500 cases
of lobster, Before 1900, a Salvation Army church had
been built.

Lobster became a mainstay but it was overfished—

Afternoon fun on a tiny frozen pond near the NatSea plant
in Arnold’s Cove

there were 15 lobster factories in 1911, and 52 fisher-
men landed 1,024 quintals of cod. The population in
that year was 176, including 119 Church of England,
20 Roman Catholic, 34 Salvation Army and three
Methodist.

In the 1930s, the lobster industry collapsed. A de-
cade later, however, it was revived and remains an im-
portant source of income. Cod and herring were the
other important species caught, both inside and out-
side Placentia Bay. Many worked during the winter
cutting wood for the Anglo-Newfoundland Develop-
ment Company of Grand Falls.

The population rose steadily in the 1940s and 1950s.
In 1945, the population of Arnold’s Cove was 155, and
that of Arnold’s Cove Station East, which was not
mentioned after that, three. Arnold’s Cove Station

West was also mentioned for the first time in 1945 with
a population of 50. Its numbers graduallv dechned until
it was no longer consid in
the 1970s.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the government resettlement
program changed Arnold’s Cove forever. Begun in
1953 under the auspices of the welfare department, fa-
milies were offered moving grants of $150 per family,
later upped to $600. The federal government became
involved in 1965, and $1,000 per household plus an
additional $200 for each family and up to a $3,000 build-
ing lot subsidy was offered. In all, nearly 140 families,
or 620 people, from communities in Placentia Bay such
as Haystack, Little Paradise, Brookside, Isle Valen, Har-
bour Buffett, Gaulton’s Island, Tack’s Beach and Woo-
dy Island moved to Arnold’s Cove. Houses were float-

P Y

Arnold’s Cove view

ed in by barge and the layout of the newer parts of
the community reflect the grid-type planning of
resettlement,

In 1971, an article in Canada and the World stated,
‘’Roads are potholed and unpaved and the water sup-
ply has been a problem. Plastic buckets hang on poles
outside homes waiting for the water delivery truck
which comes three times a week and costs $3 a month.
The architecture is an interesting blend of many styles
and times—a four-square old captain’s house may rub
shoulders with a modern bungalow.

‘“There is street lighting, a nine-teacher school, and
doctors and a hospital in the area. The air is crisp and
unpolluted, and the rocky coastline of Placentia Bay
gives grandeur to the whole scene.”

Later in the 1970s, the Come By Chance oil refinery
offered residents of Arnold’s Cove an alternative to

A scenic part of Amold's

e al
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TOWN OF ARNOLD'S COVE

ECONOMIC HUB
OF THE ISTHMUS

PRESENT STATUS:

Centrally located on the Isthmus, Arnold’s Cove is a thriving town providing em-
ployment and services to much of the surrounding area. With a present popula-
tion of 1,400, Arnold’s Cove is a well established town with an economic base
for a town of its size, equal to none.

FUTURE PROMISE:

Arnold’s Cove, being in close proximity to the construction site of the Hibernia
gravity base platform, awaits a major economic boost from both industrial and
residential growth. With 65 fully serviced lots now available and a well developed
plan for future growth from Hibernia, Arnold’s Cove promises the place to be in

the 1990s.
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fishing. Many jumped at the prospect of guaranteed,
long-term income and invested heavily in land and
new homes. When the refinery went bankrupt in 1976,
the real estate market was devastated and many were
forced to abandon their new homes and leave Arnold’s
Cove. Others returned to the fishery.

Meanwhile, National Sea Products started a small
operation in 1969, processing and selling smoked her-
ring, lobsters and fresh and salt cod and employed
about 50 full- and part-time workers. In 1973, fresh
groundfish fillets were added to the plant, as well as
herring, making the plant a year-round operation. The
company built a new plant in 1978 with the help of an
$881,000 federal Department of Regional Economic Ex-
pansion (DREE) grant. It could process cod, herring,
squid, mackerel and lumpfish, and by 1981, employed
about 200 people. The plant bought fish from some 50
fishermen who operated 15 longliners and a number
of smaller boats out of the community.

Arnold’s Cove had, by this time, become the serv-
ice centre for the Isthmus—in 1967, it was named a lo-
cal improvement district, and elected its first council
in 1971, and many found work in the community in

The harbour I-I'Amold's Cove

businesses springing up to serve the local industries.
Still others found work at the Electric Reduction Com-
pany (ERCO) plant at Long Harbour.

St. Michael’s Integrated, an all-grade school,
replaced the little schoolhouse shortly after incorpo-
ration of the town in 1967, and by 1981, there were four
large churches, Anglican, Salvation Army, United
Church and Pentecostal. The population in 1981 was
1,124 in 300 households, but 56.1% of the population
were classed as low income. Development has,
however, been steady. In 1985, the Bayview Senior
Citizens Club was opened, and four years later, a
20-unit apartment complex for seniors was completed.

By 1986, the population of Arnold’s Cove had
dropped slightly to 1,117. That trend is unlikely to con-
tinue, however. On the strength of the reopened Come
By Chance oil refinery, the year-round fishplant in Ar-
nold’s Cove which employs nearly 400, and the pro-
posed GBS construction in Bull Arm which may em-
ploy as many as 5,000, the economy of Arnold’s Cove
has stabilized, unemployment is low and property
difficult to sell just a few years ago has become a valu=
able commodity.

Come By Chance

John Guy happened upon Come By Chance in 1612
and called it Passage Harbour, stating in his journal
that he found it by a way cut into the woods, which
being prosequited, yet was found to lead directly to
a harborough in Placentia Bay that is now called ‘Pas-
sage Harbour!.”” There were certainly fishermen in the
area in 1696 and 1697 when the French raided it and
other summer fishing stations.

Seary says the first appearance of its current name
was in a dispatch dated September 13, 1706, from
Major Lloyd, a British officer, who referred to the set-
tlement as Comby Chance. Known for his anti-French
campaigns in Newfoundland, Lloyd described a clash
between the English and French: ““About 9 days since,
1 with 30 soldiers pursued a party of French of 21, who
had plundered several inhabitants of Trinity Bay and
carried ye same to a place called Comby Chance in
Plasintia Bay, where I overtook them....”” There are no
clear accounts of how Come By Chance was named.

Captain Cook, in 1763, is given credit by some since
Come-By-Chance Bay and Come-By-Chance Poix

e =

old, ice-covered wharf in Come by Chance

pear on his charts near the northern end of Placentia |
Bay, but Lloyd’s dispatch seems to disprove that
theory. " '
Another story, more colorful but difficult to prove,
is of a mutiny on an English ship as it engaged the
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Come By Chance town hall

French early in the 18th century. Two English sailors
were put on separate islands about three miles from
the entrance of Come By Chance and about one mile
apart. One was given bread and cheese, so they named
the islands Bread and Cheese. One of the sailors built
a raft and paddled over to join his friend, and the two
set out together. They drifted to the bottom of the bay
and landed by chance, hence the name.

Local tradition has a Thomas Adams from Devon,
England, settling in Come By Chance in 1822. Arch-
deacon Edward Wix visited *“Come-by-Chance River”’,
at the mouth of which sits Come By Chance, during
his travels in 1835, and wrote: “...ruins of buildings,
iron bolts and nails, are found; relics of former struc-
tures and cannonballs are also frequently picked up,
as though there had been formerly some engagement,
if not a fort, in this neighbourhood.”” He held service
for 17 at that time, and wrote in his Six Months of a
Newfoundland Missionary’s Journal, ** After walking
about a mile down Come-by-Chance River, we came
to some winter tilts...The people are very labourious
in this part of Placentia Bay, and live very hard: from
the time at which they begin to catch fish, which is
generally in April, until near Christmas, they scarcely
sleep a whole night together in bed, except on Sun-
day night. From their poverty too, they are constrained
to part with their fish to the supplying merchant in a
‘green’ state, by which was informed, that they are
considerable losers, as three “quintals” on an average
are thus taken for one.”

The first census in 1836 lists the combined popula-
tion of Come By Chance, together with that of Bour-

Allen’s General Store — an old business in Come By
Chance

—— e
deaux and Amold’s Cove, as 53. In 1845, when it was
listed separately in the census, 12 people in two fami-
lies lived there. It was not shown as a community in
the census reports of 1857, 1869 and 1874, but it is
known that about 30 people lived there.

Until the 1880s, residents depended entirely upon
inshore cod to support them. The 1884 census lists 31,
16 Anglican and 15 Wesleyan, mostly in two families,
the Adams and Gilberts. They landed 291 quintals of
cod and 230 barrels of herring. Lobster fishing began
about that time and employed 15 men and four wom-
en, and some went to Labrador. A number of animals
were kept and residents grew vegetables, mostly root
crops. There were a tew small sawmills, as well, and
the population remained stable.

A Marconi telegraph station built at Come By Chance
Station, two miles from the river, in the early 1900s
attracted new people, sending and receiving hundreds

Come By Chance OIl Refinery
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St. Paul's Anglican/United Church, Come By Chance

of every day. Englist Archibald Black
ador was the Marconi operator—his father, Wallace
Blackador was the first Marconi operator in
Newfoundland.

A Methodist church was built in 1904. It could seat
200, the floor had red carpet and there were seven
large, pull-chain, silver lamps and an organ. A one-
room school and post office were also built in that year.

At the same time, Thomas Best arrived and built a
house by the railway station. He worked for the Anglo-
American Telegraph Company for 50 years, putting up
telegraph poles, installing telephones, wireless equip-
ment and stringing telegraph wires to different com-
munities. He co-owned a large portion of land and the
company gave Best a large strip in return for his serv-
ice. Much of the land is still in the Best family. Other

1

Come By Chance harbor at the refinery

families in the area included the Mercers, Seawards
and Hutchings. Mr. Hutchings carried mail to the small
post office by the river from the post office at Come
By Chance Station by a narrow trail connecting them.

In 1908, Thomas Best received money from the
government to widen and ballast the road. The roads
were made suitable for horse and cart, which served
people from island communties well who had to come
to Come By Chance to connect with the passenger
train. When they arrived at the beach, a horse and cart
would be waiting for them.

Poor fishing and the fact that the harbor had little
protection from strong southwest winds blowing into
the bay sent many residents looking for a better life
in Sunnyside (where the Adams went), Arnold’s Cove,
Haystack, Spencer’s Cove, and even Toronto and

Boston, and by 1921, only 44 remained, the church and
school which had been built in 1904 were sold and only:
three families stayed at the telegraph station. The river
was deserted. :

By 1936, only three men were working in Come By
Chance, a Casabianca, an Archibald and a James Gil-
bert, all fishermen. In May, construction was complet-
ed on the Walwyn Hospital, a cottage hospital to serve
more than 40 communties in the Trinity and Placentia
Bay area. The site was chosen because Come By
Chance was located near roads, the railway and near
the bottoms of Placentia, Trinity and Fortune Bays, giv-
ing access to the hospital by water from many small,
outlying communities.

Local labor was used to build the Walwyn, some of
it donated. The first year it was open, it treated more
than 455 patients.

e L

cam By Chlnco playground and sports field

Construction and service industries boomed, and
budrdmg houses and stores were built. Men began log-
ging in central Newfoundland and worked for the tele-
graph and railway outside the community. A doctor”
residence was built—Dr. Coxen from Milverton, On-
tario, was the first doctor, and Thomas Coffen from
Haystack operated a small store. A telegraph office was
built and Thomas’s sister, Jennie, became the opera-
tor. The Loder and Best families also lived in Come
By Chance at that time. Fishing diminished in impor=
tance as people worked in logging and for the railway.’
By 1959, 159 lived there, and in that year then Pre
mier |.R. Smallwood announced major industrial de='
velopment projects at Come By Chance to take pl
in the next decade, beginning with the province’s
paper mill to be built by Crown Zellerback of the U..
In 1961, a bill was passed in the House of Asembly to
provide adequate wood for the mill, but negotiation
with investors proved fruitless.

ed the only

Rotary Club on January 11, 1962, he said he would be
“*greatly surprised and disappointed if a start on the
Third Mill was not made this very spring as soon as:
the snow and frost would leave the ground.”
months later, the Newfoundland Pulp and Che
Company proposed a $52-million mill to be in oper:
tion before October 1966. Smallwood went to Fi
in 1965 and on his return, said the United Paper Mill
of Finland had agreed to build and operate the new



Two small businesses in Come By Chance

mill, to be financed by Newfoundland Paper and
Chemical Company. By 1966, that deal was off, but he
told residents two new mills, a pulp mill and an an-
hydrous ammonia plant, would be built in 1968 at a
cost of about $50 million. It was to be financed by de-
veloper John Shaheen with guaranteed bonds from the
government of Newfoundland for $15 million. Instead,
in 1967, a deal was struck with Shaheen Natural
Resources, owner of the Newfoundland Pulp and
Paper Company and a major player in the petroleum
industry, to build a 100,000-barrel-a-day oil refinery at
Come By Chance at a cost of $120 million. Smallwood
said it would provide thousands of jobs, and soon bog
was being removed and soil-bearing tests begun.  The
proximity to rail lines, the highway and hospital was
important, but the deciding factor was Come By
Chance’s deepwater harbor, ranging from three
fathoms at the head to 40 fathoms at its deepest point,
and, moreover, it was completely ice free.

Land sales were frozen for industrial development
and by 1969 two 605,000-barrel crude oil storage tanks
had been built, along with nearly 100,000 square feet
of office space and another 300,000 square feet of ware-
housing. A CNR spur track was laid, a road opened
to the new Trans-Canada Highway, and a temporary
wharf built. A deep-water oil terminal was later ad-
ded, extending 3,000 ft. from shore by a causeway
providing berths for tankers up to 320,000 tons. Many
small wharves were built and the lights and signals im-
proved. The harbor became a Public Harbour, ad-
ministered by the federal Ministry of Transport. More
than 300 people lived in Come By Chance at that time.

John Shaheen chartered the Queen Elizabeth II for
the grand opening party, at a rumored cost of more
than $1 million. In spite of nearly 100% employment for
about two years, wildcat strikes by members of the
IBEW and the Oil and Chemical Workers Union be-

tween 1969 and 1974 indicated the dissatisfaction of
refinery workers with job conditions and benefits. Af-
ter producing its first barrel on December 27, 1973, the
refinery suffered a series of industrial mishaps that
resulted in a lowered yield. The oil crisis and mis-
management put the operation in financial trouble, but
a third gage was ob d from a ¢ ium of
U.S., British and Japanese banks. The operation,
nonetheless, went bankrupt in 1976, to become known
as “John Shaheen's white elephant”, the biggest
bankruptcy in Canadian history.

It was mothballed and sold to Petro-Canada, a
Crown corporation, in July 1980 after prolonged court
battles over ownership and liability. Most lost their jobs
and left the community, even though a federal/provin-
cial task force was set up to help refinery employees
find new work. For those who never had had jobs at
the refinery, rent had gone up dramatically, along with
other costs, and many of them had left also. About 200
workers were kept on to conduct de-activation proce-
dures, and 35 remained permanently after the gates
were locked to maintain the refinery until its purchase
in 1986 by Newfoundland Energy Limited, a Bermuda-
based company. The first shipment of crude was re-
fined by the operator, Newfoundland Processing Limit-
ed, in October 1987. Today the refinery employs 450
and produces refined oil at a rate exceeding its
100,000-barrel-a-day capacity. Many returned to find
work.

Five years ago, the hospital closed and was replaced
by a day clinic, with the Clarenville hospital taking over
acute care patients.

The population in 1986 was 266 and has been show-
ing some growth, although some who work at the
refinery are reluctant to invest in local property, choos-
ing to live in other communities and commute daily
to Come By Chance. N

Sunnyside

fared d h

scenes of a huge area surrounding the isth-

Although sparsely pop
about five miles along the head of Bull Arm in Trinity
Bay, with most houses close to the water. It is well
sheltered from strong wind, flanked by 750-ft. cliffs.
It is renowned for the magnificent views of Placentia
and Trinity Bays afforded by the lookout just at the
entrance to the community off the Trans-Canada High-
way. Other hills in the immediate area offer equally

mus, but are not as accessible as the lookout, which
has been cleared and paved by the federal government.

Although probably not settled before the 1850s, a
number of early explorers in the Trinity Bay area
reported making contact with Beothuks around what
was likely Sunnyside, but John Guy's account is the
most convincing, describing their appearance, clothes,
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The end of the road in Sunny‘ld-

shelters, cances, food and customs.

In the fall of 1612, Guy and 18 men set out from
Cupids to sail through Conception Bay and around
Grates Point to explore Trinity Bay. Somewhere near
what is now Dildo Guy found deserted wigwams. To
the north, probably near the present Sunnyside, he
found a group of natives, perhaps on what is now
known as Frenchman’s Island. (It appears on geologi-
cal maps as McKay's Island.) Not actually an island,
it's a small piece of land jutting into the water of Bull
Arm at Sunnyside, joined to the shoreline by a thin
strip of land which is inundated only at high tide.

Guy and his men left their boats and walked two
miles in a westerly direction to a small harbour in
Placentia Bay. According to the late Walter Rockwood
of Sunnyside, there is only one point of departure in
Trinity Bay where this was possible—today’s Sunny-
side location. Bull Arm, formerly Bay Bulls Arm, is
probably what Guy called Truce Sound, in honor of
the good relations he established there with the
natives.

Before leaving Truce Sound, Guy and his men be-
gan building *‘a house to shelter us when we should
come thither hereafter, upon a small island of about
five akers of ground which is joined to the maine with
asmall beach. For any bartering with the savages there
can not be a fitter place.’* He established rapport with

them and arrangements were made for a full-scale
meeting the following summer on Frenchman'’s Island.
Unfortunately, Guy had to return early to England and
the second meeting never took place.

On November 8, Guy and his men left the sound,
stopping at a harbor where they saw nine houses on

the way in, callmg it Flagstaffe Harbour because they
found there “the flagstaffe thrown by the savages
away.”” Rockwood believed Flagstaffe Harbour was .
Stock Cove on the west side of Bull Arm about two
miles from Ram Head. They never returned to the
house they started on Frenchman'’s Island, and they -
made no further contact with those Beothuks. A
hypothesis has been put forward by several students
and historians that perhaps the history of the Beothuks
would have been very different had Guy’s proposed
trading expeditions taken place as planned.
Frenchman'’s Island is also the site of an archeologi-
cal dig, as is nearby Stock Cove. Archeologist Dr. James
Tuck of Memorial University says no work has been
done there since 1985 because there are so few archeol-

Plenty of rugged scenery in Sunnyside

ogists and little money to carry on research, but there
is likely still much to be learned about Trinity Bay’
prehistory. There is evidence of a European, possibl
French, presence probably in the 1670s on Frenchman'
Island. Beothuksalsousedu\elsland as well as
Cove, in about AD 1300-1400. The Stock Cove digisa
large site, covering about two acres, and reseamh
have unearthed remains from a late Dorset
presence in about AD 600-700. Dr. Tuck says
money and time are available, work will continue in
the area, including an attempt to find evidence of Joht
Guy’s early contact with the Beothuks, but mean
the site seems secure and unlikely to be harmed.

It is accepted that French raided the area in 1696
1697, probably led by d’Iberville, and there may
been a battle on Frenchman'’s Island.
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As a settled community, Sunnyside was known first
as Bottom of Bay Bulls Arm, but there were a number
of related settlements such as Centre Cove. It was Bay
Bulls Arm for some time before it became Bull Arm,
perhaps because of the confusion with Bay Bulls.
Mayor Harvey Thistle says local oral legend credits a
schoolteacher with renaming the community Sunny-
side, taking as inspiration the spot of sun which seems
always to shine on that tiny section of Trinity Bay.

In 1884, 12 people lived in Centre Cove and another
22 at The Bottom, The first settlers were the Snooks
from New Perlican, who settled at Centre Cove. A
Joseph Lilly from Harbour Grace also lived there.
Another Snooks family settled in The Gulch, and the
Luther and Seward families from New Perlican settled
across the arm at Goose Cove.

Other settlers included the Penny, Coish and Reid
families from Green'’s Harbour; the Peddle and Smith
families from Chance Cove; the Temple and other
Smith families from Norman'’s Cove; and the Drover
and yet more Smith families from Random Arm and
Deer Harbour. The Rockwood, Williams and Sinyard
families from Heart’s Content also settled in Centre
Cove.

The Mercers and Hutchings arrived from Concep-
tion Bay around the same time as the railway, Parsons,
Butt, Vaters and Reid families from Carbonear, a Shep-
pard family from Harbour Grace and some Benson fa-
milies were also among the first residents of
Sunnyside.

A John Luther settled in Goose Cove and built four
schooners there before moving to The Bottom at
Luther’s Point. William Penny and Robert Coish also
built schooners, while Robert Mercer operated a small
general business, and the Drovers and Hutchings had
sawmills, Thomas French, the first teacher, layreader
and justice of the peace, lived in Centre Cove.

Sunnyside was the site where the first successful,
although shortlived, trans-Atlantic cable landed. Cy-
rus W. Field, a financier from Massachusetts, formed
the Atlantic Telegraph Company and made his first at-
tempt at laying a cable in 1857. He failed, but tried
again in the following year, laying a cable between
Valentia, Ireland, and Sunnyside. It operated for a
short time before the signal was lost. It was not,
however, until 1865 that Field was successful in land-
ing a permanent cable at Heart’s Content.

Sunnyside was listed as Bay Bulls Arm in the 1869
census, and 28 people lived there, 19 Church of En-
gland and nine Roman Catholic: Eighteen fishermen
operated three boats and a schooner, and eight resi-
dents were listed as crew. There was no school at that
time.

Thomas Parsons, Nicholas Butt, Henry Vaters and
others lived in Little Harbour on the south side of the
Arm but moved to the north side later. A fire in the
late 1870s or early 1880s burned much of the east side
of the Arm from Deer Harbour.

By 1884, the community was known as Bottom Bay
Bulls Arm, and 22 people lived there, 10 of whom were
full-time fishermen. Five others were lumbering.

The first Church of England church was built on the
west side of Badger Brook in 1898 and the first
Methodist Church was completed in 1900, although

there had been chapel schools earlier. In 1898, a nar-
row road led from Centre Cove to where the Pen-
tecostal Church is now, and was continued to the rail-
way station about 1900.

The Salvation Army was also active in the commu-
nity in the early 1900s. By 1911, the community was
once more called Bay Bulls Arm, and 292 people resid-
ed there in 64 families, with 140 Church of England,
117 Methodist and 35 Sal Army. The i

ty had built a school, and three teachers taught 43 of
the 81 children. There were two farmers, six mechan-
ics, 34 lumbermen, a miner, a government official, 13
coastal boat and railway employees, and 57 inshore
fishermen. In that year, two schooners went to
Labrador,

s -l

There aren’t many signs of the fishery left in Sunnyside.

Fire destroyed the Church of England church in
1920, along with 15 houses on the north side, and
another fire a week later levelled the south side of the
harbor. Sawmilling had been an important industry,
but much of the standing timber was destroyed in the
fire. The pulpwood drive was also important, and Mor-
gan Snook was a foreman of the Main River Drive. The
inshore fishery was small, but people from other Trini-
ty Bay communities came to Bay Bulls Arm to fish.

A new Church of England church was built in 1920
on the east side of Badger Brook, and a new United
church went up just to the west. The Pentecostal
Church started in the area when Pastor ]. Anthony ar-
rived in 1949. Their new church was dedicated in
February 1984.

In 1934, the Marconi station was sold for $60, and
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A Mobil Oil crew leaves Sunnyside to do surveys of the
ocean bottom in nearby Big Mosquito Cove.

by 1945, the population reached its peak of 399, and
the community was by then called Sunnyside. The

population declined before the next census in 195
when 228 people were listed, before once again increas
ing. It stood at 236 in 1956, 533 in 1961, 582 in 1
and 726 in 1976. In the 1986 census, the population
declined to 634. This may be attributed to problen
in the fishery, and the loss of the Come By Chance oil
refinery, but it is unlikely to continue as Mobil Ojl
seems close to awarding a contract for the const
tion of a gravity-based structure (GBS) drilling platft
at Sunnyside for use in the offshore.
The project is expected to generate as many as 5
new jobs. While many who move to the area to we
will buy or rent in other communities, Sunnyside
undoubtedly reap some of the benefits of such
sive industrial development right on its doorstep.
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