
ISSN 0317-7076
Vol. 19, No.2

March - April 1990
$2.50



Building In One Of
Our 17 Industrial Parks

Makes So Much Sense
II your company IS .nleJ8Sted In
locating ,n r>.iewfounc!land and
lobfodor. 01' ,f yOU ore Olfeody here
and pIonrung 10 expand your P!'es·
enl business lhel'e are many leo
sons for building on one 01 The
NewfoundlOndand labrador Hous
IrtgCorDOfOI'OO'S 17 InduslrlOl Parks

CENTRALIZED
LOCATIONS
NlHC has 17 lully·servJCed Indus
trial Porks aJ"ld 2 IncubaTOr molls
across Ihe pro"u"\C;e. all In prime
cenlrollz&O lOCations Most parks

hove Ihe foclllTies 10 accom·
modote light, medium. and

heavy Industry
STRONG
TRANSPORTATION LINKS
The TronsConoda Highway and
other transportaTIon routes bung
NlHC's Industnal Paries Within easy
access to the resl of the prOVince
mo,nlond Canado and Ihe eas'
8m United $Ioles MOSI parks ore

located neal Olrports and some
nove The added bonus 01 being
ClOse 10 deep ICe-free harbourS

CONVENIENT ACCESS
lOCOled In lheeentsr of busy _grow
,ng areos each Industllol Pork pro
vdes COllVanlen! access 10 omen,
1'8S Most sel'VlCes a bus-ness mlQhl
need can usually be found as clase
as the nearesT community

NLHC MEETS THE NEEDS
OF INDUSTRY
NlHC is Willing 10 wOlk With inTer
eSled bUSinesses to prOVide lor Ihelr
speCifiC needs Wholever your
bUSiness whatevel your leqUire
menu. bUilding In one of NlHC·s 17
IndusTfiol parks makes good bus.
ness sense

For mOfe reasons why NlHC's In
dustoal Parks make so much sense
conlacl
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from the editor
This is the time of year when I reconcile the maga­

zine's expl'nses with revenue. Our main expenses,
apart from salaries and general overhead, consist of
production, labelling dnd postage costs. I~evenue

comes from subscription and advertising sales, the lar­
gest component by f<1f being subscription sales which
I am pl~ased to report are rising. Most costs are also
rbing, but the most p~rsistcnt increase is postage. This
is very discomfiting btxause all our magazines are deli­
vered by the post office.

While thl' post office certainly is essential to the
m,lgdzine, YOll, the readers, provide the mainstay. You
arc the ones who read what we write, and who send
in y{lllr rene\.\,lls. This makes us very reluctant to raise
our r,ltes bul ,1 c<1feful accounting, however, reveals
we have no choice. But we've devised a plan where­
bv you Cdn help us in our race 10 cover postal increases.

But first, let's step back in time. When Decks Awash
established itself on a paid subscription basis in 1982,
one-year subscriptions were $9. rising to $10 in Janu­
ary 1987. The Consumer Price Index for Canada
(1981 100%) according to Statistics Canada reached

a level of 153.2 in October 1989. From 1%8 to 1989,
there was a year over year increase of 5.1%. In any
case, in the last nine years, prices have risen more than
50%, yet Decks Awash has raised its rates only
minimally. Had our rates kept pace with the cost of
living, the one-year rate right now should be $14. Also,
we note that our postage costs have doubled since
1982.

As of June 1, 1990, the one-year suscription will risc
to $12, but the two-year rate, alleast for now, will re­
main unchanged at $18. Thus, you can continue to pay
the same rate, if you'll subscribe for two years. This
will mean we'll be able to cut our costs by not having
to send out as many renewal notices, resulting in
spending less on postage. Even with the new one-year
rate, the increased cost of subscribing will still be 33%
over the same period thai the Consumer Price Index
has risen more than 50%. And remember, if you renew
before June 1, you can slill bu~' a on('-year subscrip­
tion for just $10.

Until next time when we'll be visiting the Cape Shore

Mea ~ .L...~,..,.
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history
Gander

The history lit a typical Newfoundland community
.llways indudcs when it was settled, and what it was
knO\~n as first. Usually the date is at best a good ap­
pw\imation, and the name an educated guess from
dmon~ an~ number of spellings that appear in old cen­
...us returns. I\~ for Gander, the names and dates are
t.'asil~ hlund. hut then, Gander is hardly a typical
l"ommunit)

Prior to thc 20th century, the area was well-known
to Bt."(lthuks and Micmacs, and was quickly taken over
b\' whltl: men for its exceptional hunting and fishing.

In 1920, the 'cwioundland government considered
buildin~ a mill ncar the Gander River, but the plan fell
throu~h. The Reids C1ctually started work on a paper
mill in lq24 and International Pulp and Paper want­
ed rights to the Gander River. The Reids later negotiat­
ed with the Hearst family, but the 400-ton datly capac­
ity \\<1S not large enough for the newspaper empire's

Gander under construcllon, 1937 or 1938. (Photo court...
sy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Archives of New·
foundland and labrador)

requirements, so the Reids looked at new holdings in
Labrador

In the early 1930s, there was again some talk of a
mill, but when the area was settled, it was solely as
an airfield, tolking its name from the nearby Gander
River, whose name, in turn, is probably based on the
abundance of wild geese in the area.

One of the two nearest communities was Cobb's
Camp. a flag stop 216 miles west of St. John's on the
Nc\\ foundland Railway. In 1930, 10 people lived there,
Jam(''i Greening, Albert Oldford and their families,
states the History 01 Gander, Nen'lound/and, edited
by Charles Warren. Hattie's Camp, just three miles
away at mile 213, was the second. amed for railway
workers. they were both seasonal camps.

In 1935, participants at an air conference in Ottawa
decid('d to build an airport in 'ewfoundland. The
Commi..sinn of Government's AmuIree Report of 1933
f("<:l,..mmended an air route across the Atlantk using

'ewfoundland as a refueling point. Britain, New­
foundland. Canada, and the Irish Free State agreed to
allow one British and one American company to test
transatlantic flights. Aying boats. for which a base was
set up in 1935 at Botwood, were unable to provide such
a servICe.

In summer 1935, Alan Vatcher, an engineer with the
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C8ptain Doug'" Fraser and his Fox Moth VD-ADE, the first
pl.ne 10 land at Gander, January 11, 1938. (Photo court.
sy CFB Gander)

Commission of Government department of public
works arrived al Cobb's Camp purportedly to find a
place suitable for the airfield. According to Warren, the
area Vatcher had been considering around \\lhitman's
Pond was too boggy and hilly, so Heber Greening and
Reuben Brown, members of the Anglo-Newfoundland
Development Company's forest fire patrol told him to
try Hattie's Camp.

Apart from a hill and small pond. the site was per­
feet. Located 48 kms from the nearest seacoast, the land
supports small forests of black spruce and balsam fir,
with a few birch, maple and mountain ash, and its in­
land climate is temperate with prevailing westerly
winds,

Captain Douglas Fraser of St. John's flew the sur·
vey aircraft that examined the site in 1935, and he and
two British Air Ministry representatives, one of whom
was T.A. Hall, selected the site.

By fall, some 30 men were cutting right-of-ways and
living at what they called Camp 24. The number of
workers increased tenfold in the follOWing year and
the administration building, the power house, heat­
ing plant, transmitter and receiver buildings were all
completed. The control tower was placed on top of the
administration bUilding, and at the transmitter site,
steel towers were erected. Wooden poles for antennae

A Trlln.caMdli Airlines p"ne M Gander c, 1941. (photo
courtesy Still and Moving Images, Provlnel.l Archtves of
Newfound..nd and labrador)



Operator 8t teletype machine, Gander airport ca. 19505.
(Photo courtesy of Still and Moving Images collection,
Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and labrador)

were al~ put up. An electrical engineer, N. Peyton,
took over from a Mr. Woodvat, who over..aw the first
stage of construction in 1935

Gander soon acquired the nickname, "Crossroads
of the World", and the reason was no mystery. At
1,624 kms from Ottawa, 1,760 from New York and
3,042 from Shannon, Ireland. it was the perfect eastern
terminus for Department of Transport's (OOn Cana­
dian airways. Although <;.Orne !-pecuhted the only rea­
son Gander was picked lor th~ airport ",as its strateg­
K: importance in time ot war Its geography makes It
an ideal location no mattt'r the politi,,-al climate.

The first telegraph office opened 10 1936 and was
operated temporarily by A. L. Stone, thl:' railway a~enl

A permanent office replaced it tWl) veMS later Dr
Knapp of LewisportI..' cared tor the men dunng his
weekly visits, which began In 1936 and wntmued un·
til a military doctur set up a medICal n~ntrl:' atter thl
war started. The Sir Frederick Banlmg Memorial H~pi­
tal, which replaced the facility m 1941. had about 120
beds and 15 doctors. The Newfoundland government
look over operation of the military hospital in 1946 and
appomted Dr. James G. Paton administrator.

By 1937, trucks were hauling rock from quarries in
Benton to crushers at the airport site, whf're a pre-mix
plant prepared runway blacktop; meanwhile, ground
servtces in England. Canada and the U.S. were being
established. The Canadian Government also began to
train meteorologists, and the first two-way. simultane­
ous crossing of the Atlantic was accomplished on July
5 between Foynes, Ireland, and Botwood. In 1938, 900
workers lived in bunkhouses. each sleeping 32, and
worked up to 11 months at a time f(l tmish the firc;t

a.renvtlM-Gander C.r ferry 8nd passengers dlHmblirk·
Ing 8t GIInder station, September 1954. (Photo court..y
Still and MovIng Im.ges cotlection, Provlncl8l ArchlY.. of
NewtouncUand 8nd l8brador)

hangar- Warren says it ... builders boasted the hangar
had the largest door in the world at that time meas­
urlllJ', 150 ft. in width by 30 ft. in height.

Oil January n 1938, the first aircraft landed at the
nc\\- Newfoundland airport. The ski-equipped Fox
Moth VO-ADE was piloted by Douglas Fraser. Captain
hascr, who died March 5, 1990, at St. John's at the
age of 86, epilomized the pioneering spirit, and relat·
ed the story of the monthly dances the workers count­
ed on to relieve their boredom. The men would hire
a train to go to Grand Falls to fetch their wives and
~irUriends.On one occasion, when the train's crew re­
lused to make the run because they weren't being paid
f>nough, Fraser and three friends rode a speeder to Bot·
wood, where they took an engine from the rail yard,
collected two cars in Bishop's Falls and went to Grand
Falls for their lady passengers. Summons were issued
to the men who ignored them. Captain Fraser is said

C.r driving onto s flatbed on the GIInder.c18renvllle c.­
terry, &eptember 1954. (Photo court..y Still and Moving
hMgn cofkH:tion, Provincial Archiv.. of Newfound18nd
-'--j

to have replied when asked about this breach of the
lav., "There was only one policeman, and what could
he do against 900 men? He wouldn't show his nose
10 Gander"

To further the project's development, Britain agreed
to provide wireless service and pay the bulk of ron·
struction costs, while Newfoundland would build and
own the airfield. A wireless station was subsequently
sel up at Botwood in 1937 and designated by call let­
ters VOAB. It was moved to Gander, November 30,
1938.

The Naval Radio Station Gander began operation in
a new building constructed by the public work... depart­
ment of the Commission of Government. The site was
chosen by Marconi of England, who also installed the
antenna system and the operations room. The site
pnwided air-to-ground and ground·to-air services for
I'an American and Imperial Airways, forerunner of
BOAC.

Gander officially became an operational airfield,
November 30, 1938, and when the war began the next
year, was the only operative airport in Newfoundland
and Canada's Maritime Provinces. Engineers then
made a crucial discovery. They determined planes
could be landed on snow and ice conditions on
wheels-skis were unnecessary, and Gander became
the point of departure for planes manufactured in
Canada and the U.S. bound for Britain.

The RCAF Ferry Command was formed to organize
the mass exodus of aircraft, which was considered. far



too important to leave 10 slow, ocean-going ships.
Maintenance crew chief Joe Gilmour supervised the
ground service and Captain Donald C.T. Bennett start­
ed the operation by leading seven newly built Hud­
son bombers to Aldergrove, orthem Ireland, at 2233
hours on November 10, 1940, an 11·hour flight. Before
the war was over, 10,lXXJ more planes would Join the
war effort across the Atlantic. Gander was no longer
a commercial airport; it was a military base

In 1940, the Black Watch regiment arri....ed as the air­
port's first line of defence, with the Royal Canadian
Engineering Corps' building barrack~ at the southern
end of the runway for them and for the Royal Canadi­
an Air Force (RCA F), which arrived a year later
Officers' and men's quarters, theatres, drill halls and
a hospital were among the many new temporary build·

Jupiter Skyways Hotel, cire. 1'58. (Photo courtesy Stt'
.... Movtng Im.gn collection, Provina.! Archives or ....
foundland and LabrMIor)

Eastern Provtnclal Alrw. Handley P..- Dart Hefliid In
a hangar 8t Gander circa 1157. (Photo courtesy Stili and
Moving Images conection. Provincial Archives of New­
foundland and labl1ldOr)

ings provided for the thousands of Canadian, U.S. and
British military personnel still to come.

Civilian employees were forced to live by the mili­
tary's rules, but they were managing to raise 10 chil­
dren in Gander in 1940. The department of education
set up a railway car as a classroom and provided two
teachers. Brothers Roland and Ken Goodyear opened
the first store in Gander in the same year.

An RCAF detachment was set up in 1940, and by
1941, the population had risen to 603. RCAF Station
Gander was formed in 1942, and the first RCAF land
ing at Gander came February 10 of that year.

The war demanded advanced radio and meteorolog­
ical technology. and both improved vastly in the early
1940s. The meteorological service was used by coastal
patrols and U.S. military aircraft. All aJlied aircraft, in

There are no strangers here•• ••••
••••••only friends

Discover the heart of l'iewfoundland•••••••••••
Gander welcomes you to a world of adventure...Enjoy our scenery, our fishing;

take the family to beautiful Cobb's Pond, enjoy a myriad of recreational activities,
try your hand at golf while you overlook Gander Lake - one of North America's
deepest lakes; sample our unique shopping and fine cuisine. A MUST to enjoy is
Gander's FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT, JUL Y 27-30, 1990. Four days of family fun and
excitement - dances, derbys, pageants, parades, Armed Forces Day, all culminat­
ing with Gander Day, July 30, Monday - a day filled with games, music, prizes,
fun and fireworks!

GANDER
We're waiting for goul

GATEWAY TO TilE ATLANTIC



seMcing a Dart Her8ktenglne .. Gander c'n;a 1957. (Pho­
to courtesy Stili and Moving Images collection. Provincial
Archlyes of Newfoundland and labrador)

fact, received weather reports from the Gander Met,
as it wascalJed, until the U.s. began a large ferrY oper­
ation of its own immediately following the Japane~

1941 attack on Pearl Harbour.
The DOT operated four separate weather station~

in Gander, one of which promptC'd a local air raId alert
in December 1941. Weathennan Charhe Warren
released a weather balloon and unusual" ind patterns
caused it to circle Gander. The suspicious light "as
spotted from the ground, and the resulting emergen­
cy alert prompted a blackout ord~r (or all of , '~wfound­
land. U.S. military personnel shot out tghts in build·
ings for which they had no keys. Most of Newfound
land did without lights for three hours because of a
weather balloon, strange wind patterns and an over­
zealous sentry.

Communications research operations, which con­
tinue today, commenced in 1938, when thC' British Air
Ministry began operating their communications and
direction-finding site for transatlantic flights, During
the war, the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) shared the
facility to run its naval direction-finding operation. In
1945, the RCN took over the entire facility and Naval
Radio Station Gander was formed. It is now called the
"Old Navy Site".

One war casualty who is still remembered well in
Gander was Sir Frederick Grant Banting the dis­
coverer of insulin. He was researchinR aviation medi­
cine and spent several days at Gander awaiting dear
weather before completing his trip to Britain. He took
off February 21, 1941, in a Lockheed Hudson piloted
by Captain Joseph Mackey. The plane was not far out
to sea when it developed engine trouble. The pilot tried
to return to Gander but failed to make it. Banting ap-

servicing. l)eH8yU..nd DHC.2 Beayer of Eastern Provin­
cial Airw. ctrca 1958. (Photo courtesy Still and Moving
Inwgn collection, Provincial Archiyes of Newfoundland.... ..-,

parently survived long enough to bandage the cap­
tain's head and put him in a sleeping bag before he,
himself, died of exposure. Mackey survived, but the
cause of the crash was not definitely determined,
although there were rumors of sabotage. After an in­
vestigation, Air Commodore G.V. Walsh discounted
the rumors.

Ituni,aUy, the war that ravaged Europe provided
l'\\ loundland with one of the finest airports in the

\\odd. The tirst commercial scheduled, transatlantic
land-plane lli~ht was August 24, 1945. Within a year,
.. number 01 alrhne operators weee scheduling some
:;0 nl~hts a week among them

fhe airport W,15 sold to the 'ewfoundland govern­
ment in 194b torS1 milliun, and squadron leader H.A
Pattl...nn was appointed director of civil aviation in
charge of the airport. The first airport manager was Jack
lanc...

Thrl."£' 'II the wmld's largest airlines, Pan American,
Aml"Tl an O\crst.'as Airlines and Trans World Airlines,
wer~ alr~ady using Lander, and they were qUKkly fa&..

I
Finishing the floor at Gander Airport In 1958. Note the
mural, "Flight and Its Allegories" on the wall. (Photo
courtesy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Archiyes of
Newfoundland and labrador)

lowed by KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines), Air France, SAS
(Scandin.lvian Airlines), Swiss Air, Icelandic Airlines,
Acr l.ingus, AI·ltalia and El AI. Some of the aircraft
in U<;(' at the time were the Boeing B-17, the Douglas
0("--4, the Lancaster and the Liberator.

Suddenly, there was a population explosion, as mili­
tary personnel were replaced by civilians, many of
thl.'m Newfoundlanders, and new people were hired
in all te<:hnil.:al trades. At its peak, the population of
Gander rea<hed 15,CXXl. Military barracks were convert­
ed into apartment bUildings and hotels, and religious
denominations sought more permanent homes.
Church of England members had held their services
betwl'cn 1941 and 1944 in a school on Chestnut Street,
and opened their first church in 1945. The current
procathedral. SI. Martin's, was dedicated February 9,
1959.

United Church "t'rvices had been held at the RCAF
chapel on the Canadian side since 1944, and their first
chuT('h was dedicated in 1958 with the Reverend E.C.
Siurge as its first minister.

Rom.1n Catholics had worshipped in a converted bar·
rack.. on the Canadian side from 1946 to 1958, when
St. Joseph's was opened. and Pentecostal .services in
1946 were held in the entertainment centre on the
American side until the Evangel Temple opened in
19~8. Salvation Army meetings were also held on the
base until the citadel opened in 1958, and Baptists met



in private homes from 196510 1969, when their church
was ready. There arc also Jehovah's Witness, Victory
Christian Fellowship, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter·
day Saints, .md Gander Gospel Centre groups current·
Iy in the tow n

Gander's exp<lnsion in the 1940.. also included im·
proved airport facilities. The Ferry Command·s han·
gars 21 and 22 were converted into an airline termi·
nal, complete with gift shop and lounge; in fact, the
airport's Big Dipper was one of l'\ewfoundland's first
licensed bars. Four other buildings of the command
became hotels. the Jupiter. Mars. Saturn and North
Star. forming the Skyways Club.

Former Premier. Joseph R. Smallwood..... ho oper·
ated a pigger), at Gander in the 1940s. formed a com·
mittee to examine solutions to the high cost of living
in the town. The military had a grocer\" monopoly. and
civilians were forced to pay what the)' considered ex·
horbitant prKl"S for food. The Gander Mutual Benefit
Society rented the American commissary and set up
a co-op supermarket in 1947, reducing the cost of liv·
ing by as much as 25%. The Co-op, no.... a large,
modem supennarket, has ..ioee moved to the Elizabeth
Drive Shopping Centre.

The new air termlnlil, circa 1958. (Bill Croke photo, court.
.y Stili and Moving Im.gn collection, Provincial Archlv..
of Newfoundland and Labrador)

With the dramatic increase in civilian traffic, it was
inevitable there would soon be another accident. In Au­
gust 1946, a Lancaster Bomber of the British Goodwill
Mission crash landed, killing four Newfoundland
bystanders gathered to watch the last of the Lancasters
depart Gander. It was the first and last accident for
the Goodwill Mission, as the service was in the process
of recalling its planes to England, but Just a month
later, a Belgian Airlines DC-4 called the Saben<lcrashed
22 miles southwest of Gander killing 26 of 44 aboard.
At that time. the Sabena was the biggest commercial
airline disaster in history, and it devastated Gander
reSidents. who mourned the dead and struggled to
help survivors far from home in the local hospital

Local resident Edie Warren remembers that crash
very well, as she was in the recovery room after just
giving birth to a baby girl when one of the survivors
was whe~led in. Edie says she had a chat with the
young woman, and asked what her name was. The
woman told her. Suzanne. and so. Edie had a name
for her daughter

In 1949, bush pilot Eric Blackwood and St. John's
businessman Chcs Crosbie formed Eastern Provincial
Airways (EPA) in St. John's. Its main competition was
from Newfoundland Airways, previously Newfound·

Present at the opening of the new air terminlil in 1951:
(back lor) Mayor Jack Robertson, Jack James. Ted Hen­
ley; (front l-r) Air Y~lIarah81 Donlild Bennett. IIrs.~
nett. Captain Douglas Fraser. (Photo courtesy Stili and
Moving lmeges colleetk)n, Provincial Archives of New·
foundl8nd and L.abqdor)

land Aero Sales and Service Limited, o ..\-ned by Black·
wood. but its assets were sold to Queen Charlotte
Airlines of Vancouver in 1951. Blackwood sold out to
Crosbie in that year, and Marsh Jones and Bill Harris
took over management of the company. Government
contracts and an air ambulance service made up the
bulk of the company's business at that time. EPA
moved its headquarters to Gander from St. John's in
1954 and expanded into passenger service. A number
of larger aircraft were purchased and it became one of
the province's major carriers.

EPA subsequently took over the intra·island route
from Air Canada in 1972, and provided daily service
to and from the mainland. In 1980. EPA became a
wholly owned subsidiary of the Newfoundland Capi·
tal Corporation, and in 1981. its fleet consisted of six
Boeing 737 and three Hawker Sidley 748 turbo prop
aircraft. In 1986, businessman and Capital Corporation
CEO Harry Steele, sold the company to Canadian Pa·
cifie, now part of Pacific Western, and headquarters
moved to Halifax.

When the Canadian department of transport (DOn
took over the airport following Confederation in 1949,
the new provincial govemment was detennined to tum
Gander into a real town. More than 3,000 people were
living on the airport, and many of the service quarters
were dilapidated and too close to runways. Schools
and stores were far away, and the Department of Na­
tional Defence warned in the event of a another war,
civilians would have to be moved off the airport. and
there was no community nearby.

Along with the OOT and the central housing authori·
ty, Newfoundland began work in 1951 to provide serv·
ices for the town that had grown to 4,780. The first 50

Eastern ProvtndeI Alrw.,. .rc,.n at o.nder .rport, clr·
ca 1951. (1) COftVertltd miMMry C-47 transport KqUI"" _
war surptua; (r) DC-3 peaMnger airc,.n. {Gander Photo
Shop. photo courtny Still and Moving Images collection,
Provine'" Archfvn of Newtound18nd and Labradot1
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Personnel marri~quarters, Naval Radio Station GanderI

1962. Now called the "Otd Navy Site", the houses are still
occupied. (Photo courtesy CFB Gander)

rental units were readied for occupancy in 1952, and
25 prefab houses were brought from England and reas­
sembled. on Pine Tree RO.ld, today's Airport Boulevard.
At the same time, undeveloped 1.1Od in Beaverwood,
(now Memorial Dnve), was given to Charlie Ta}'lor,
Bob Walsh, Scottie Tulk. Edgar Baird, and Ernest Pe)'·
ton under the War Veterans Lind Act, and they be­
gan to build their own home!>. The RCMP opened a
Gander detachment in 1950 \\ ilh thre« officers 10 keep
the peace in the budding municipality

In 1953, 226 Aircraft Warning Squadron took com­
mand of the Pinetree Line radar ..ite being construct­
ed by the U.S. government. They began operations
Februar}' 21, 1954, now considered Ihe official birth­
day ofCFB Gander, or, what \"as then known as RCAF
Station Gander. Following the unification of the anned
forces in 1968, the station became the Canadian Forces
Station Gandpr, and in 1984 gained full base status to
become Canadian Forces Base Gander

By 1954, about 13,000 aircraft such as the Canadian
Northstar, the Lockheed Constellation ilnd the Boeing
708, carryed 0.25 million pas..cngers via Gander every
year The old terminal was showing its age, so a new
one was designed by architeds Durnford, Bolton,
Chadwick and Ellwood of Montreal, dnd built by the
Kenn)' Construction Company, at a cost of S3 million
The value of its state-of-the art equipment, however,
was overshadowed by the interior decorating con­
troversy. Regina artist Kenneth Lockhead, commis·
sioned to provide a mural for the international wait­
ing room, produced a 69· by 12-ft. \\orkcalled "Flight
and ils Allegories" that many argued was too abstract

The first strip INiII in Gander, circa 1960. (Photo courtesy
Stili and Movtng Images collection, Provincial Archiv.. 01
Newfoundland and l~r)

for an airport. Comment.. r,1n~l'd from "ridiculous",
"foolish", and "childish" 10 'brilliant" OUawa ar­
tist Arthur Priel' cre.1ll'd .1 §('ulf~ture c.1l1l'd thl' "\Vel­
coming Birds" to ~n'l't p<l ......enger.. entering Canada
Queen Elizabeth II opt'nl'd the Gandpr Internatiunal
Terminal Buildin~ in Junt" 1%0

As the airport grew so dni (.andt>r and in 1454. 11
was named a hlCal impnlVt"menl di ... tnct. The fir ..t
<;choo!. St, Joseph' .. Acad~m\'. llpenl'd in 19% for Ro­
man Catholic "iludents and Hunt Memorial Libran'
waHompleted in 1~7, B, Ihl'n Gander \cadl'm\' h.ld
officially opened .1".1 high 'hool but "a'> con\erted
to an elementary school h\ c \!l~.arS I.lter \\ hen ..tudent
enrolment shot up. 5t 1>'IUI'S Ili~h opened in 1%1 and
Gander Integrated Cullc~i.1tt;' t(ll.lk its Iir... t '>tudents in
1977.

By 1958, eight major ,lirlilll''> and more than 100 air­
craft used Gander d.lily M.lny residents still lived on
the "army side", but mall\, more had mo\'ed out to
the new townsite nn Ml'mori.ll Drive. opened up by
veterans. On JanuM,· H, 19';9, Cdndl'r l'lected its first
town council: Jad. R~lbt.orts()n. molyor; William Ht1rris,
deputy mayor; and CIIuncdlors \\ IlIiam Lahl'~' Don
Blackmore. Ro)al Cl)()pl'r. l.kl\d \1crn'r and Ernest

Checking electronic equipment at Gander cIrca 1959.
(G.nder Photo Shop, photo courtesy Still and Moving Im­
ages collection, Provincial Archives 01 Newfoundland and
labrador)

Peyton, Six months later, thl' (h.lmht.'r of Commerce
met for the first time and l'1ectl'd William J, Lahey
president

Gander street names up until that time had aU~n
named afler aviation pionet.'rs, except for Elizabeth
Drive and Edinburgh Slrl'et. Bishop Place, for exam­
ple, is named (or W.E, (BilI~) Bi..hop. a Fir-.t \\orld War
Dying ace who reportedly !>hot down 72 enemy aiTeraft
Earhart Street is named for Aml'1ia Earhart, the first
woman to fly the Atlantic. Lindbergh Road for Charles
Lindbergh of Spirit 01 St. Loui.. fame, and Blackwood
Drive for Captain Eric Black"t)od, "ho initiated com­
mercial air service in 1945 \",'ith a fli~ht from Saint John,
N.B., to Newfoundland. Canaditln astronaut Dr, Marc
Garneau was similarly honored. and when he vbited
Gander, he signed the mayor's guest book, insisting
his signature appear under Russian astronaut Yuri
Gagarin, the first man in space.

Franklin Russell wrote in the Imperial Oil Review
in 1959, " ... although it is a scheduled passenger stop
for few flights, 12,600 planes landed there [Gander)
last year. Some 12,000 of them were international
airliners. Gander's big appeal to overseas pilots is its
handy location. For eastbound f1ighls it's the last big
airport before Shannon. Eire; we..tbound. it's the first



Aerial view 0' Gander airport, no date. (World Crossroads
Photo, photo courtesy of Still and Moving Images collec­
tion, Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and labrador)

ha\l'n the\ lome hl \In Ilu..... ldl' ul the Atlantic.
Thl're \\, mUlh s~ ula!ltm, hU\\l·\"('r. that the in­

crca"l·d U'W uf lets \\,'uld dl· ... trll\ l~ander. It was ex­
pt.'l:!l'd th.:at Mnl(' pletnl' did not m..'l.t'~sarily have to
slOp at Gandl r lur tul'!. airlinl· ... \\ould la\...e their busi­
ness e1......." here hut thl' "Ml' turnl'd out to be a minor
St'tbac\... to a thm tn~ h.H\ n .tnd expanding airport.

B\' 1%1. the rlipul.lIillO h,ld reached 5.725. There
Wt>fl.' 3Ol:1lt1bs (·.:alh to manulaclurin~and the "-ervice
indu ... lf\'. 233 dt'rh.al ~""'ISltlllO"', .md ...nme profession­
al. mana/o?t.·rl.ll ,md sail· ... It)M fhl'rc Wl're only 12 farm­
\\or\...l'r... sh loggers and ,lOt.' miner. Among the local
busme"'''l''' M{lUnd Ihatlime \\I.'re E.1ton· ... , McKinlav's,
a B-A Sl'rvi'l' St.ltlnn illld \\.J Lahev Ltd, wholesale
di ... lribulnrs

Bul Gandl·r nl'\"l'r Il,..,t ... ihht ot its rools. In October
1967.•1 Ilx\...hl'l·d Ilud"'OIl Bombt.'r mounted on a
granite redl-slell bt.'t·.ln1l' thl' AII.lnti, h-rry Memorial.
Kenting Aviation 01 O ...ha\\a built Ihe plane and Cap­
lain M.B. JOl1l'S {If I·PA lIew illo Gander

Government h"d no mnnopoly on the lucrative avi­
ation industry, ,md could not force airlines to usc
Gander reltl1l'r th,ll1 one l'!sl'when' in Eastern Canada
that might olfl'r bl'ltl'r pril'l's fur its ground-air serv­
ices. In 1Qh9, Tr.m:--pnrt Clll.1d.l bt.><:ame concerned by
the effl..'lt Oil Gander 01 thi, (ompl'litiol1 and joined 1m­
periell Oil lid. tu lorm cl gowrnmcnllindustry task
force. Thl'y dl'VI...cd a tlhuJ...c1ing concept known as
Trans-Oo.-.mit Pl.lIlt, Stops, or TOPS, which expand­
ed quic\...ly to indudl' lOhell Oil, Allied Aviation, EPA,
Comml'Tcial Catl'rl·r.... and ,1 number of community or-
ganil'alilllls in (,ellldl'r -

The Cantil r fk\dopml'nt Corporation (GOC),

Fraser Road United Church, Gander
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WhKh h,ld bl'l'n e... te1blished in 1975 to promote and
assist in industrial devl'lopment, monitor air traffic and
sell aviation fu(·1. was chiefly responsible for ad­
ministering the TOPS program. The GDC also super­
vised storing of avialion fuel by the USSR and acquired
land adjacent to Gander International Airport for an
industrial par\... The I.lnd was pa~sed to the 'ewfound­
land and Lahrador Hou ... ing Cmptlfation in 1981. The
GOC startl'd shippmg uut fi"h for sale, parhcularly lob­
sler .md 1'I.'L l:Jy air (reight in 1979, and produced a
tourist bro(hun.' in W!H

wnder tht.· TOPS program, landing fees were
reduced in Junt.' 1970, rum\ay extensions completed,
a dutv-lree ...hop prO\ ided, and Stephenville desigr.at­
ed as a \\l'athl'r alternate to Gander. TOPS is enlo}­
ing great su(n'...... dl'spite the loss of EPA (which elimi­
ndted 30-1 dirt.'t:t and 72Q indirect jobs), and the trans­
ferring III Slheduled Air Canada international flights
from G.lllder hI SI. John'!;. In fact. Gander still enjoyed
the odd patch llt limelight. In 1974, th~ Concorde su-

Evangel Pentacostal Church, Gander
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personic airliner came to Gander, the first time a su­
personic plane landed in Canada, and its desi~ners,

British Aircraft Corporation and France's Aerospatiale,
wined and dined the press as it made a bid for a regu­
lar transatlantic service between Heathrow and
Gander. The Concorde never quite became the meal
ticket some Gander residents anticipated, however.

By 1976, 9,301 people lived in Gander, and in 1981,
10,404. Local flights decreased, but the number of pas­
sengers was steady at around 80,000, until 1982, when
it dropped to 66,000.

There's no denying Gander has experienced its share
of air-related tragedy. Following the Bahena, a
Czechoslovakian aircraft crashed in 1%7 killing 37 of
the 69 on board. And still fresh in Gander and the
world's memory is the Arrow Air crash on December
12, 1985, in which eight crew members and 248 U.S.

o.nder Baptist Church

DO YOU NEED TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT WORKERS' COMPENSATION?

military personnel returning home from a six-month
tour of duty in the Sinai Desert died. The group be­
longed to the Third Ballalion, 502nd Infantry of the
101st Airborne, who were touted as America's finest.
Known as the Screaming Eagles, the outfit is legen­
dary in military history: it fought in the Battle of the
Bulge and led the invasion at Normandy. The crash
was the worst air disaster Gander or Canada had ever
seen, and controversy rages in the U.s., where fami­
lies of some of the victims lobby still to reopen the in­
vestigation into its cause.

A grove of 248 maples, one for each of the airmen,
and 248 pear trees were planted, and the town has built
a memorial park, which includes a statue designed by
local sculptor Steve Shields.

Tributes to the dead continue, but Gander had to
look to the future to ensure its continued prosperity
in the face of severe economic downturns in the rest
of the province. One particularly encouraging sign is
improved relations with the USSR, since Aeroflot
makes up a significant portion of the airport's business.
As Gander Beacon Bob Moss quips, "You can feel Gor­
by at Gander-the better Gorbachev likes us, the bet­
ter off we are."

And Gander is clearly very well liked. At the height
of his career, actor Johnny Weismuller got off a plane
in Gander with his fishing rod and found the fishing
so good he missed his return flight. On a long
stopover, Bob Hope put on a show for airline person­
nel. Sir Anthony Eden stopped when he was British
prime minister and a DOT employee obliged him by
piping BBC over the terminal's public address system.
Other celebrities to land at Gander have included Mar­
ilyn Monroe, Robert Mitchum and Frank Sinatra, and
to hear local residents tell the story, nobody had any
complaints about the treatment they received.

Workers' Compensation is a no-fault system which in­
sures employers and workers for on·th&-job injuries.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION
01 Newfoundland and Labrador

II you need to know more about the system, how it oper·
ates, the benefits, the regulations, etc., we can offer
you a wide selection of information.

• Workers' compensation - An Overview - 28 page
booklet

• Information For Employers - 16-page booklet
• Workers' Handbook on Procedures. Benefits - 31

pages
• "It's Good Business" - a pamphlet 0(1 re­

habilitation
• "Fishermen and Workers' Compensation" ­

pamphlet
• "Employers and Workers' Compensation" ­

pamphlet
• Something to Know About Workers' Compensation

- pamphlet
• How to Request an Appeal or a Case Review
• Industry Classification and Assessment Rates
• "If You Get Hurt On The Job" - Poster

If you would like an Information Kit or quantities of in·
dividual publications, contact any of our offices.

S8tv.t1on Army Clt.del, Gander

Other, less well-known visitors also came to know
Gander, not as a stopover but as a gateway to free­
dom and a better life. More than 100 people a year on
average defected at Gander, at least until 1989, when
record numbers began to pour out of Eastern Europe.
darice Goodyear described Gander as "a hole in the
wall", referring to the Berlin Wall-it was a way to trav­
el from East to West Germany without going through
Checkpoint Charlie, but now the wall is gone, and
there are few constraints on the flood of refugees who
arrive daily. In spite of the financial burden placed on
provincial government coffers by these people, Gander
residents are reluctant to close their hearts. They've
always been known as Newfoundland's open door on
the world, and they're proud of that. ~

Comer Brook

838-9960

GrIlnd F.lIs
.....ll883

SI. John's
nB-1000
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the area today
Charlie and Edie Warren

Sand in their shoes

History of r.
••wfou ...

November and didn't come out till
May." Charlie laughs, "I guess he
didn't like snow, but everything we
needed was there."

After the war, barracks were con­
verted to apartments and Charlie

History of Glinder,
Newfoundlend, by
the GIInder senkH'
Cffizena Ctub. edited
by Chlirtte Werren.
To otrt.In e copy,
write to the club at
P.O. Box 48, a.nder.
A1Y 1WS.

group, the radio men and the mets
lweathermen), and we had a ball
We all lived in the administration
building. The second noor was
offices, the third noor, bedrooms. I
remember one lad who went in in

Charlie and Edie Warren took 55
years to go from Heart's Content,
where they met and married, to
Gander, and their footprints are as
hard to track as a moose in heavy
brush. But they say they've found a
place they can be happy. Charlte has
since edited a book about the histo­
ry of Gander, and Edie is simply en­
JOYing good friends and the change
of the seasons

They had been married just a
short time in June 1937 when Charlie
took a bookkeeping;oo in Gander at
S75a month. It seemed like a king's
ransom to the young couple, who
had been living on his meagre teach­
ing salary, so Edte reluctantly agreed
to board in Bishop's Falls and see her
husband only on weekends.

There were 900 construction wor­
kers in Gander that summer. In the
winter, the population dwindled to
32, but Charlie stayed on, commut­
ing every week. The situation was
far from ideal.

"Finally I got a cottage out in the
woods and parked her there for two
years, " says Charlie, looking at Edie
with affection, and waiting for the
inevitable rebuttal. At least he has
the grace not to look disappointed
when she nods agreeably.

"It was four miles from the airport
and I walked back and forth," she
says, with no hint it was even a
hardship.

"In 1939, I got a job as weather­
man with the meteorological serv·
ice." Charlie remembers it well, be·
cause at the Provincial Archives he
came across a letter he'd received
from Anthony Eden, who later be­
came prime minister of Britain. In
those days, any salary of more than
$100 had to be approved by the
colonial secretary, since the Com­
mission of Government did not have
that authority.

The letter reads, "With reference
to your dispatch number 238, the
10th, I have the honor to recom­
mend that the salary of Mr. Charles
Warren, assistant bookkeeper at the
airport, should be increased from
$78 to $110 per month."

Charlie recalls, "It was a small
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Newly-constructed .partment building In G.nder, eire. 1960. (Photo courtny
Stili .net Moving Inwge. collection, Provlncl81 Archive. of Newfoundl8nd end
.....-~

and Edie were the first to move in.
But they didn't stay long. In 1951,
Charlie accepted a job as weather­
man in Goose Bay. Three years later,
the) went to Toronto and stayed six
year::.. then to Ottawa for six more,
Edmonton for three, and back to Ot­
tawa. Meanwhile, Edie worked at
the post office. an airport gift shop.
Birks. and a medicdl supply firm­
whl'wver Ch.-ulie went, she says she
had no trouble finding d Job.

In 1965, Charlie had his first heart
altack, which he allrihuted to the
sires.!> of his responsibilities in Olta­
\\-',}, where he was in charge of all the
air traffic controllers in Canada.
"The suspensions, dismissals and
that sort of thing were too much for
me. Six jobs came up for training
officer and I look Ihe one in Edmon­
ton," Charlie says. After three years,
he relurned to Ottawa before retir­
ing In 1971, By that time, Charlie and
Edie had lived in 10 different homes
and raised three daughters. But he
<;aid he didn't get really busy until
he .!olopped working.

Since then, they've lived in 18
different houses. They moved first
to California to be near one of their
thn-e daughters and lived in Los An­
geles for eight years, returning ev­
ery spring to their summer home in
Heart's Content. A number of
moves then took them to Gander,
British Columbia, and Gander again,
as they looked for some sense of per­
manence. They left yet again for
California, got as far as the Annapo­
lis Valley when Edie was too sick to
travel farther. So they stopped,
bought a house and stayed, at least
until Charlie had another heart at­
tack. Convinced Nova Scotia wasn't
the place for them, they came back
to Gander once more, and it was
third time lucky.

Charlie couldn't believe nobody
had fully documented Gander's rich
history, and decided 10 take on the
job. He joined the senior citi1:ens
dub, formed 13 commiUees and sent
them to start digging for informa­
tion. He typed three hours a day for
months, until Edie threatened to
throw the old typewriter out the
window. During more than two
years, he compiled, edited and
wrote portions of the History of
Gander, Newfoundland, selecting
60 historic photographs from his per­
sonal collection of more than 300.
The Gander Seniors Gub published
it at a cost of S22,OfX) with RTants

from New Horizons. Soiree '88, and
the provincial government and the
town of Gander, A vear later the bills
were paid, the dub had $2,500 in the
bank, and from then on, Charlie says
it was all gravy.

But this was no e'<cuse to stop. Be­
tween visits with 12 grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren in
California, Edmonton and Quebec
City, Edie watches helplessly. object­
ing occasionally that he's pushing
too hard, while Charlie", orks on the

Edie grew to h8te
Cl\8rUe'. typewriter
during the more th8n
two ye8,.. It took for
him to compile 8nd
edit e history of
Gender.

North Atlantic AViation Museum
project. trying to drum up money to
build a permanent home for the
stockpile of aviaton artifacts now
stored in a hangar at the airport.
He's also Vice-president of the New­
foundland Pensioners and Senior
Citizens Federation, and says he'll
run for president sometime, and he
still finds time to serve on half the
commillees in Gander. Edie's fight­
ing a losing ballie. ~
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Lieutenant Wayne Bennett

Playing a support role
Gander began as a military town

in the 1930s, and during tht> war
years there was a large militarv
presence. Although reduced, this
presence remains, but Lieutenant
Waynt> Bennett. CFB Gander's base
information officer, talk.. about thc
role the base now plays.

"Our main role is a support one, "
he points out. "especially in terms
of search and rescue. Our three
Labrador helicopters have a range of
444 nautical mile!'. a top spet>d of 149
knots, and a cruising speed of 125
knots. That's certainly enough to
respond to ship distress off the east
coast as they can refuel in St. John's
to maximize range.

"We also prOVide humanitarian
assistance because of the limited air
ambulance resources. We had to
airlift someone out of the Quebec
North Shore this week, and we're
often called to airlift maternity cases
from Fogo Island and especially the
South Coast. It's particularly difficult
for people to get out of there in the
winter months. Just recently we
airlifted someone from McCallum.

The "t.r paper ahKu" during the ••tty ye.ra 01 Gander. (Photo courtesy 01
CFB Gander)

CFB GIInder
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,qyal R8cIo Station Adminlstflltion Building conatruc:ted 1938; photo t8ken 1M2.
(Photo courtesy of CFB Gander)

Last month 103 Rescue Unit sent a
helicopter to check out Glenwood's
water tower, which was in danger of
collapsing-a tricky operation in
windy ' .... inter weather conditions'

Wayne arrived in June 1989 from
CFB Victoria, B.C. He's a New·
foundlander and this is his q>(ond
tour of duty at Gander.

''I'm one of those 'ewfound­
landers who just can't stay away,
he jokes. "You can say I went from
ocean to ocean. island to island"

Gander is classed as a semi­
isolated base, which means a post­
ing tour is 24 months for single per­
sonnel and 36 months for married
personnel. who either live in the 222
military houses provided, or rent or
purchase their own homes.

Personnel come from all parts of
the country, with a large proportion
of Newfoundlanders returning
home. Some 44% of the 103 Rescue
Unit and 85% of 727 Communica­
tions Attachment are
Newfoundlanders.

The base provides a variety of
recreational facilities for its perSon­
nel. "We have a gym, an indoor
pool, a two-lane bowling alley and
a two-sheet curling rink," Wayne
points out.

103 Rescue Unit is one of three
units at Gander. The others are no
Communications Research Squa­
dron and 226 Radar Squadron. With
more than 200 people, 770 Commu-

nications Research is the largest of
the three units at Gander. 103 Res­
cue Unit, although primarily re-;pon­
sible for search and reseu!!. is also
responsible for maintainin~ its own
aircraft plus maintaimng and -.ervic­
ing visiting military aircraft. 226 Ra­
dar Squadron. which 1<; being
reduced in per<,onnel. is now in­
volved in airborne radar tr<1t;king of
non-military ve~sels.

On occasion, CF 18 Hornet jet
fighters are stahoned at Gander to
intercept intruding aircraft, which
are, for the most part, Russian bom­
bers and fighters. "Our aircraft make
visual contact and maintain it until
the intruder leaves Canadian air­
space to continue on to Cuba or back
,1CroSS the Atlantic to bases in the
Soviet Union," Wayne explains.
Mo!"t experts thought the nights

"EVERYTHING
FOR

THE INSHORE
FISHERY"

We continue to import and
distribute the best "inshore"
fishing equipment from all
over the world.

lAY lULLS TRADII'
CD. LTD.

S1 Ok! P_nnyw_1I Road
CaIl"'1Oll1_'!olIlSt.-

'fM'-.;)&.2Il2liIle.y_00 .... _ ... _._-----.g-­__""..-..000

~Avalon
~Ma114Rll

OVER 150 STORES
AND SERVICES
SERVING YOU



The recre.tion centre during World War II. (Photo courtesy of CFB Gander)
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\\(lUld !>top with all the turmoil in
Ea<,tern Europe, so it was a <,urprise
\\ hl'n two pairs of Russian planes
o\'t'rtlew on March 1st

Jhl' ba~ is located ned to the in­
lemahunal dirport but Wayne says
that ..ituation is not too unusual as
bast·.. at Wmnipeg and Ottawa are
also Iccated adjacent to internation­
al airV'-lrh. Good \\orl..ing relation­
ships exi..t between the Ministry of
TranspNt and CFB Gander Even
ha\-'in~ Al'ronot the USSR's airline,
l.mdinK at Gander airport poses no
pnlbll·m.

"If anyone wants to come and. see
(lUr f,lCilities, they are more than
wl'lwme," Wayne adds. The base
en,ourtlge<, pt'ople to visit, and. some
pel1pllo drive great distances for a
tour

rhe base also provides support to
4J army, navy and air cadet corps,
plu.. supoort to militia units in

westem and central Newfoundland,
One thing the base doesn't direct­

ly handle is recruiting. This is han­
dled by the recruiting centre in St,
John's, and Wayne says it's worth­
while for students to look into a

career in the Armed Forces
"CFB Gander will continue its

support role in the 1990s and looks
forward to the challenges the new
decade will bring," he concludes

~

Edgar Baird

"Airlandia? That's absurd! It's Gander!"
Y L! oulu say Edgar Baird is

Gander's first ..itiLen. But at 78, he's
neithcr the oldest resident of the
town nor wac; hebom there. In Edg­
ar's own \\ords, previously uttered
in answer to a question from Prince
Philip during his 1959 visit to the
town md delivered with a cus­
tonltlry flourish, 'No sir, nobody was
born in C.lnder!'. Instead, the honor
stl'ms from the fact that he lives in
the first house built off the airport.
But that comes later

Born in Campbellton, near
le\\ i,,~xlrte, Edgar moved with his
father and family to Angle Brook,
nll\V a part of Glovertown. Thilt's
wht're he grew up v. hen the Terra

JnGOODlOKNOll

Nova Sulphite Company built four
houses for its employees to operate
a mill that never materialized.

"I can remember mail came three
times as fast as it does- now," he
reminisces with a laugh,

Like his father, Edgar went 10
work with the Anglo­
Newfoundlandland Development
(A.N.D.) Company, starting out in
Terra Nova and later opening
Bowater's operation in Glenwood as
superintendent. When the war start­
ed in 1939, Edgar went overseas with
the Newfoundland Forestry Service
and within a year joined the RAF
and soon met his bride-to-be, Mary,

REFEIIIIlCI CAJW)A
NEWFOUNDLAND

TERRE·NEUVE
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at 58 Vktvria Stn..>c!. London.

"f\,;t'wfoundlanders will recogniLe
that address as the office of the 'ew­
foundland Commissioner," Edgar
notes. "Marv was his secretary. She
was born in'Toronto, the daughter
of a country rector who preached the
best sermons I kno\\" , Her mother
was from Aberdeen and will
celebrate her 105th birthd,ly this
year. 'Ier mind is as clear as a bell.
She lives in Victoria, Briti5h Colum..
bia, and graduated with a master's
degree in S(ience in 1905. She wasn't
the first daughter to graduate either,
because her sister had graduated
earlier. Their father believed in all
members of the family gelling an
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education, which \\I,lS unusual in
those days."

Now Edgar and Mary, who ar­
rived in Gander in 1948, share their
house on Memorial Drive with two
of their four children, Bill and Mick­
ey. Bill is the to\\ n engineer and
designed the sloping front windows
that prOVide much of the daytime
heat to both the original <;l'Ction of
the house and the e"tension l\.1ick­
ey is a nurse at James Patlm Mcmori·
al Hospital. Their older <>on, John.
lives in 51. John's, and their daugh­
ter, Jane, lives in Boston.

One reason the lown started was
to avoid the kmd of unchl"(kl"<l ...han­
tytown developmenl that often fol­
lows malar proJects. I\'e\'t'rthcless. it
took a lot of pe-rsuading to com ince
the government to lift the ban on
building within a radius of five miles
of Gander's railway !.talion. This res­
triction had becon"le even more im­
portant during the Second World
War, and remained m effect after
1945. The army barracks were con­
verted into staff hoU!locs and then
apartments, and there was some
concern people would leave, espe­
cially since many thought that long·
distance jets wouldn't need to stop
to refuel.

The War Veterans Association
suggesled that houses should be
built. The Veterans Land Act provid­
ed land and money to veterans, and
the only road was one the Canadi·
an Army had started to build to
Lewisporte. It was never completed,
but it did provide the basis for a
town.

There were already houses on the
base on Chestnut St~eet, where 1m·
perial Oil had a houc;e, and at Un­
ion East along the railwav tracks to
the east of Gander and across the
tracks at the radio range, but the first
permanent homes were built on
Memorial Drive, which was named
in honor of the Legion.

"Mine was the first built and
others soon followed," Edgar ex·
plains. "Most residents accepted the
financial help to move off the base.
Many buildings on the base were to
be demolished, so lumber was read·
ily available.

"When the town started out,
there was all sorts of advice, not all
of it good. It wasn't long before 1was
involved in the town's development

The to\\-n was, for a while, a local
improvement district, and I was
chairman in 1952, but I ne\'er served
I..lO the council when it started
around 1957. In 1954, 1helped start
Terra ~o\'a National Park.

"One day I was invited to an
office to meet with a lot of officials
and consultants planning the town.
I was amazed when the\" said thev
had agreed on a name fo; it. 'Airlan­
dia?', I said, 'that's absurd! h's
Gander!', and that's how it stayed.
Gander has worked out well, and
we've always had a good council
here," Edgar emphasizes, while ad­
ding a final note, "even though I
don't always agree with what they
do."

Edward McCarthy

Remembering the good and the bad

WINDSHIELDS REPAIRED
OR REPLACED

e-.,....-...
Gr8nd F....

• lifetime warranty
• Fast profeSSional service
• Tires. radiators, flat glass
• Sunroofs and accessorres

As a young man in Renews, Ed
McCarthy, now 75, carried freight
up and down the shore in his motor
boat. But that wasn't what he want­
ed out of life. He had an intens,", in­
terest in radio, or wireless, as it was
called back then, and he went off to
the Marconi station in Fogo in the
early 1930s, and then 1051. John's
to get his !'eCOnd-class operator's cer·
tificate. His was the last wireless tick·
el issued in Newfoundland on the
spark transmitter, which was
replaced by the continuous wave
system.

In 1939, Gander airport was look·
ing for men who could use a radio.

Ed applied, and was hired by the
British Air Ministry as a radio learn·
er for $75 a month. He thought il

51. John'.
lIoumP....
a...m..

would be an e,citing liie. and he
wasn't mistaken

"Apart from work I was doing on

WIll/SPEEDY
rll"//IAUTDIR..ASS
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The AdmtnlltrMlon Building, a.nder Airport, w•• opened In November 1938.
The bottom noor houNd • the.tre, dining room, bUII.ret. room .nd post o"k:e;
the MCOnd ftoor WM bedrooms; the third offk:es and the top floor, the control
tower fOf the .rport. (Photo courtesy CFB Gander)

deep breath, . 'There were s
things, but there were interestif\5
things, too.

"It was very demanding, and we
couldn't afford to miss anything. W.
had a man in the direction-findina
station down in the woods abo
half a mile, and a chap on the
ground circuits. \\'hen we weren'
monitoring aircraft-that was
first priority since navigational aidl
were scarce and they had to depend
on bearings from our station-we'
change over to the German frequ
cies for their surface boats and su
marines. We'd get dozens of bear­
ings when the subs would come up
at daylighl."

Ed says word would come fro
the air mini.'>try in London to cha
over to certain frequencies at certa­
times, and that was how they spot.:
ted the Bismarck after she sank t
HMS Hood on May 24, 1941. Sixt
Newfoundlanders were among t
1,324 crew and 95 officers lost, aNI
an all-out hunt began for 1M
Bismarck.

"There were stations in Icelancl
and Britain, and we were able to ptn.
point her position-although we
didn't know it was the Bismarck at
the lime-to a grid 20 miles in da.
ameter, which was pretty good." He
explains, "We picked her up when
she signalled Germany. They used
to send two four·letter word cod.
to identify themselves, and we'
write them down, and the bea .
and time. Jim Dempsey was the fj

to spot her and our station got
commendation from the air min·
for our work."

an 50S, h..·ice. Thev didn't have
time to give the call sign, but I had
a list of all the call signs, and I called
all the aircraft, starting with his. He
didn't ans\.. er, but I got the rest of
them. I tried. again. but he was gone.
He was from Regina, and that was
his last night before Easter, when he
hoped to go back home to get mar­
ried on Easter Monday. I felt very
sorry about that."

Ed sees the young man he'd
known for just a few days as clearly
as if it were yesterday. He takes a

the boat, I had never had a job, but
I was so interested in radio, I was
sure it was going to be OK," says
Ed. "I remember reading in this
magazine, an article by one of the
aeronautical enginet'rs who worked
with Imperial Airways in Botwood
He predicted that airports were too
expensive to build and operate, and
take up a lot of land, but all you
needed for seaplanes was a few mar·
kers and some water. The ink was
hardly dry on the publication when
the war changed everything."

After the Second World War start­
ed, Gander was taken over by the
British Ministry of Aircraft Produc­
tion, but Ed's job as radio operator
in the signals centre was the same,
except now a radio transmission
could mean life or death to a pilot

"When the flights started going
through Gander instead of Botv..ood,
it was often just a matter of chang­
ing to a military frequency. But we
got to know some of the servicemen.
It was fun, we all lived in the Ad­
ministration building, and they ate
with us, or we watched movies or
played Ping-Pong together.

"I remember one young man in
particular, a radio operator going out
on one of the flights. We said 'so
long' about 11 o'clock, and I went on
duty at midnight. I was sitting in on
the circuits a few minutes when I ~ot

18. PECKS AWASH



He remembers other pleasant
duties, as well. Shortly after the war
started. when Princess Elizabeth and
Prin(e~') Marie of Luxembourg, ac­
companied by their chaperone, were
dela\'ed in Botwood by bad weather
over the Atlantic, Ed was asked to
escort them to church. "They were
in their late teens, and looked love­
Iy." <;dys Ed. "But Sunda}' morning
brought a strong southeast wind and
ram.

"When the station .....agon arrived
10 pid.; me up, the princesses were
,11ready in it. At the church, Iopened
the door for them. As the first one
stepped oul, a gust of wind took her
hal up in the air, back down again
and along the road at a fast clip, un­
til it came to rest in a pool of muddy
water. That''i where Icaught up with
it. I brushed off the water with my
sleeve and passed her back the hat.
Both of them seemed to enjoy the in­
cident very much."

IIe also recalls taking a trip to
Montreal to provide practical train­
ing on the high frequency direction
finder at the newly opened Dorval
Airport. "That was in 1942, and Pat
Fleming and I flew up in a Dakota.
The ~ats were dents in the benches
along both sides of the aircraft, and
we had to wear parachutes for the
whole seven-hour night. But we en­
joyed spending a couple of months
at Montreal." He also remembers
meeting Dr. Frederick Banting, who

Frank Tibbo

The flight stuff

Frank Tibbo, who hails from
Grand Bank, completed his BSc in
1954 to become a meteorological ob­
server in Ottawa, where he met his
wife. Joyce, who is from Newington,
Ontario. Two years laler, in 1956,
Frank switched to air traffic control
and arrived in Gander at the lime of
the peak landings of propeller
aircraft

"The busy midnight to 8 a.m. shift
had as many as 50 aircraft," Frank
recalls. "The long-range propeller
aircraft were just starting, and even
then there were Super Constellation
1049 and 1649 Lockheed aircraft that
could overfly Gander heading east
with the predominant tailwinds. The
great majority, however, landed
here, and you had to get the over­
seas flights refuelled and off, and

The old h8ng8r 21, Gander Airport

stopped in Gander to await im­
proved flying conditions.

In 1945, things settled down and
Ed married Elsie. Something of a
self-taught fiddler. he had pla~ed

since he was about 14 at communi­
ty dances and with friends, but
when he and Elsie mo\'ed into their
new home in 1957, he put his fiddle
in a closet, and there it stayed for 22
years.

"My brother Tom in St. John's
asked me to bring it to him, so I fixed
it up. In the meantime, he got sick
and died, but I started to play

also deal with local aircraft. •
In 1958, the first commercial pas­

senger jet Boeing 707 landed in
Gander, marking the beginning of
the jet age, although some jet aircraft
had landed earlier. When the B0e­
ing 707 and Douglas DC-B aircraft
started regular services, many local
residents fore<:ast the overnight
demise of the newly<reated town in
anticipation of long-distance jets that
would not need to refuel.

Gander almost totally relied on
overseas aircraft, and it was thought
there wouldn't be enough residents
to justify a domestic service for
Trans-Canada Airlines. Frank shared
the pessimism.

"I even built a small house myseU
because I didn't think there \...·ould
be a need for air traffIC controllers for

again." Now his musk fills some ot
the space left in his life by his retire·
ment in 1975. And he has his wm­
mittees. too. "I served eight rears on
the hospital board, and then in 1981
they asked me to join the All Sainls
Cemelery committee. I figured m(l\
ing from the h~pitalto the cemelery
may not be a promotion, but at least
I was headed in the right direction,
so I agreed." Ed's life may ha\'e
slowed down a little since the war
years, but his sense at humor still
serves him well.

long," he admits. "But there were
still aircraft landing and the tm\ n it­
self started to develop. Gander, be­
ing central. attracted small airlines
and Eastern Provincial Airv.;ays gre\\

to a peak of 500 employees."
Within a vear a new terminal had

opened and the air traffic facilities
moved there, and later into a new
tower. Frank has now worked in
four different air traffic centre loca­
tions. The first was by the old EPA
hangar, two were in the terminal
and the present centre is now in its
own bUilding.

There are now more than 200 pe0­

ple working in Gander's air traffic
control, which is divided into two
units. One is the tower, which is like
that in other major airports. while
the other is one of se...·cn Area Can-
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short-term basis of one to three ye
at each airport and could be tra
ferred anywhere in Canada. But.
lowing deregulation, an increase
air traffic and the loss of many 01
controllers, the situation h
changed dramatically. The govern­
ment now is training controllers
fast as it can to fill a rash of vacan­
cies. The result has been that curTftlt
vacancies arc being filled by
American-trained controllers untl
Canadian-trained controllers become
available. Even then, there may stII
be vacancies.

"One problem is that it still taka
two years to train an air traffic COftoo

troller and the success rate may be
only 15%," Frank notes. "Even.
50% success rate would
phenomenal. The training is g
but the aptitude tests are not. 5oJne,.

one might complete the training and­
quit the first day of operation. It'
very demanding work and
people are unable to handle
pressure."

Frank, who has a commercial pl­
lot's licence, too, says it's easier ..
become a pilot than a controller.

"I took my pilot's training after I
completed my air traffic controller
training and found it a lot easier:
he says. "( flew single-engine4
aircraft-Cherokees, Cessnas, and
fabric-winged Piper Colts."

Learning to become a pilot is an
expensive proposition, but Frank
was part of a program that cut the
cost. He was a ground school in­
structor in the air cadet flying
scholarship program, initially as a

F,.. Tibbo

Gander. Towers have a visibility of
10 miles in ideal conditions, and, for
the most part, control ground move·
ments and landing clearances. On
good days they might control local
traffic.

Until a short time ago, air traffic
controllers were appointed on a

tTol Centres spread across Canada.
The only other one in Atlantic Cana­
da is in Moncton. The lower em­
ploys 12 air traffic controllers, while
the centre has 115 <.on trollers, plus
50 flight service specialists, 10 ad­
ministrative staff, 40 technicians,
and 20 janitors and commissionaires.

"The flight service specialists are
the radio operators who communi­
cate with the aircraft out of VHF
range," Frank explains. "When an
aircraft is 150 miles east of Gander,
it's assigned to an operator who is
in touch by telephone with the air­
ports in Prestwick, Scotland. or
Shannon, Ireland. U you're an ocean
controller you never talk directly to
an aircraft, but if you're a land con­
troner you may be talking to as many
as a dozen aircraft.

"We are the only centre in Cana­
da with a full oceanic section. Prest­
wick is comparable to Gander, but
their oceanic and land portions are
separate while ours are all in one
large room."

Aircraft landing at St. John's, Deer
Lake, Stephenville and St, Anthony
seldom talk to the airport controUers,
with everything done through
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civilian and later as a commissioned
officer, The program was a great
~tart for students as it would have
co~t several thousJ,nd dollars
without the scholarships.

"The enjoyment was in getting
the boys through exams because
there was quite a competition among
the different ~uadrons:' Frank
comments. "Several boys were suc­
(l.~..ful in gethn~ their pileI's licence.

Hans larsen

and some arl' In the Canadian Air
Force while othl'r~ are pilots for
Canadian Airlint"s International,"

Frank's interl'sts haven't been
confined to flying Ill' was on the
board of the Gand('r lonsumer Co­
operative SOC1l'ty ltd. hlr 10 "ear~,

and watched it grow from near
bankrupt9· to prospent), He ,\as
then nominatt."'<t as, e\\foundland·s
bo.ud director fur C(}-(IP Atlantk,
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which has 10 directors from the four
Atlantic provinces and the Magda­
len Islands. He's now finishing the
~ond year of his first three·year
term.

He's also a director of the Cana­
dian Co-operative Association,
through which he's learned much
more about co-ops in less than a
year. The movement is healthy in
Newfoundland, he suggests. with
several consumer co-operatives, the
fisheries co-operative on Fogo is­
land, and three farmers'
co-operatives.

'The St. Anthony's co-op has
turned around, as has that in Grand
Falls, a new co-op has opened at
Meadows in the Bay of Islands, and
a new consumers co-op is being
talked about for Fogo Island." Frank
points out. "Most co-op stores are
open to all shoppers and help keep
prices down. Those in Stephenville
and Bail' Verte, however, are
membt'r-owned where direct charg­
ing and membership fees pay over·
heads. Gander is ,11"0 the site of the
Atlantic distribution centre, and we
supply all the stores in
. 'ewfoundland" ~

Teaching people to fly right
"A year ago, 1saw Heather Yet-

man talking about the Gander Alter·
native Measures Program (AMP) on
Channel 9, the local community
<;ervice channel. It sounded like a
good idea to me, coo I went to the
next meeting. I was the only one
there," says Hans Larsen. He was
thanked for his lime but Heather
told him the group was going to
throw in the towel because no one
seemed interested in volunteering to
help young people in trouble. Hans
didn't think that was a good enough
reason.

He convinced Heather, who was
in charge of the program at the time,
to give him a few days. He cajoled,
threatened and coaxed co-workers at
the air tramc control centre where he
is training supervisor with the
Gander Regional Air Traffic Services
School, Fourteen showed up for the
ne:\t meeting, and within a year,
there were 28 volunteers.

The organization became his
(auM', although he admits he's not
sure why. "My two girls were grow-

H.ns u-rsen,
t,..lnlng supervisor
with the Gender
Regional Air Traffic
Services School and
volunteer
extraordlnalre.





centre, with the mediator trying to
initiate discussion. "Some situations
are difficult for the victim," says Lar·
sen. "In the case of a young fellO\\
who has made obscene phone calls
to an elderly woman, for example,
and she's scared and doesn't want
to participate, we appoint a sur­
rogate victim. The victim is never ob­
ligated to talk to the offender. Some­
times the young person just clams
up and the victim will get vicious,
but we try to get conversation going
between the two."

First when the program started
out, the group rented space above a
trophy shop but they couldn't afford
the rent. "We had S22 in the bank
account, so I went to the town coun­
cil. Sandra Kelly, the deputy mayor.
suggested the Kin Centre. It used to
be a youth centre but got a rough
name and it was closed down,"
Hans recalls. From May 1988 to April
1989, the Gander group handled 12
cases. From July 1989 to February
1990, they looked at 30 cases, and ex­
pect 10 have an average of 100 cases
a year.

Involvement in the organization
has meant hours of work for Hans,
and his share of frustration trying to
wring money from government
coffers. He says he was never really
a joiner, although letters of thanks
and certificates on his wall at work
from groups such as the Boy Scouts,
the Multiple Sclerosis Society and
the Ride for Sight tell a different sto­
ry. His gruff exterior is a poor dis­
guise, particularly when he admits
thai besides the benefits to the
youngsters he helps, what he values
most is their friendship. ~
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Guiding the planes to Gander

II

[he Air '\la" Igahon Sy~tl'm Operation!> complex j.; one of \usl se\ en
of ,f<.; kmd 10 Canada It 15 the air traffi( control c('ntre for the N.sh'rn
rt'gK.ln of the I..ountr~ and lor amTaft crossing the Atlantic

The (l'ntre lombmt.'S !.)(,lth domestic and oceanic sections, unlike an)
other in thelOuntry. and hou"t.'s the air traffic controllers "Choal in the
same bUilding.

Ilu~t.' computt'r~ in environmentally controlled rooms monih)r
hundreds of aircraft in nymg pattern!) that look more like abstract draw­
m~s than highlv iKeuratt' trdCkm~ diagrams. Men and sometime~ one
or t"O \\omen sit in.l dimly lit ftM.lm. their eyes glued to radar di..;pla}s.
"hile they talk by phone tu peoplc in EUnlpe doing the ~me thing. They
take o....er mapping the pelth of thto pi_me!> as they approach Nevl-found­
land and give piloh in~truetions wht're necessary. If they had 10, the
cuntroIlNs wuld guide all the planes landing here, since the tower~ dt
indi\.:idual airport~ are responsible fur aircraft only whl'n the~' are quite
dose.

Upstairs, ~)ple tt_lin un oleanil and domestic simuldtors. Training
supervisor Hans lar"l'n dl..' ....elops and designs much of thl..' program. A
whole nt'\\ batch of l'i.luipmt.'nt is due thi" spring to replace some of the
out-of-d.lte map" and screen!';. but budding controllers put in plenty of
time watchin~ the reat thing before they're given any reo;ponsibilil)"

Run by Transport Canada With a staff of more than 200, the centre IS

onl' of G.lnder· s major employer...

Lawrence Lachapelle

The competitive edge
Gander airport is in a unique sit­

uation with no scheduled interna­
tional flights but a mix of domestic
commercial flights, and international
refuelling and technacal maintenance
flights. One might think this would
ensure Gander aLtpOrt a continuing
share of the market without the need
to advertise, but, according to its
general manager, Lawrence
Lachapelle, there's competition for
the traffic.

"While it's true we've had 140

different I.:orporatlon~ refuelling
airline-sized aircraft. apart from the
many c;maller corporate aircraft, such
traffic is transient. so there's a lot of
competithJn for it, .. he Sd~·S. "We
compete directly with places like
Shannon, Ireland; and Bangor,
Maine; so you need an edge in terms
of location, <;en·ice.. and price. It's
important to keep a check on any
competiti"'e ad....antages we have or
don't have."

This means annual visits to vari-

ous U.S. states and to O\'erseas
countries. Each airport has strengths
Gander might not have. and Lam'
says it's important to know what
they are.

"There's no guarantee the traffic
will continue," he points out, "it
could evaporate overnight. All air­
ports are looking for market niches,
and our location serves us well in
terms of long-range aircraft.
Although air traffic control is
c;eparate from the airport itst'If, it is



An American tranaport, one of the TOPS aircraft refuelling .t GIInder
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one (If the strong features for the
airlines and a real asset to the air­
port. The tower is directly responsi­
ble for bringing the aircraft into the
airport itself, while the air traffic can­
tTOI centre controls oceanic traffic.
We don't have a large local popula­
tion so we've had to relv on trans-
atlantic traffic.' '

This has alwavs been a feature of
Gander. \\:hich was established to
promotl' lTans--oceanic travel. Sched­
uled international flights now land
at St. John· .... but Gander continues
to be the airport used by the TOPS
(frans-Oceanic Plane Stops) traffic.

"Our TOPS traffic increased 26%
in 19l:l9 with Just under 47,OCX> land­
ings 01 alTcraft over 4O,OCX> kilo­
grams" Larry reports. "That's the
best veaT on record, and the indica­
tion ;s that traffic will continue to in­
crea'le Aircraft come from both
directions, although the prevailing
winds mean that most flights that do
land are \...·estbound. Aights from
Europe to Cuba would almost al­
ways require a refuelling stop, so the
traffic is dominated by Aeroflot and
Cubana

These flights have recently
brought a flood of people from
Eastern Europe to Gander disem­
barking to seck refugee or immigrant
status in Canada. One of the reasons
is the TOPS program itself. Because
their trips are not ostensibly for
tourist or immigration purposes,
fewer documentation requirements
had existed. Most of those who have
left aircraft in the past have, indeed,

been technical staff on their .....ay to
Cuba and not .....hat might be termed
refugees.

The latest influx has been mainly
residents of countries with political
changes, Bulgaria for instance, and
has included families and non­
technical individuals. As a result,
numbers have increased to a point
where Aeroflot has agreed to limit
fare-paying passengers from coun­
tries other than the USSR on flights
to Cuba. This should not, however,
affect the level of flights, but it may
ease the strain on airport and com­
munity services.

"Gander airport is just a reception
area for anyone leaVing flights," lar­
ry explains. "This is where they re-

main until the initial processing h
be",n dom.' by the Department of
Immigration.

'The biggest news is that the
Canadian and USSR governments
have renegotiated the air services
agreement," Larry adds. "Russia
and Cuban flights will be truly inter-­
national. which is already true for
Shannon airport in Ireland. An
agreement was reached in Novem­
ber 1989 to allow scheduled cammer
cial flights, which we expect to see
started in the spring. It's something
we look forward to."

Gander has already been visited
by some of the largest aircraft in the
world

"We've had the Concorde here­
several times-I've seen it myself
four times last year," Larry notes
"We've also accommodated the lar
gest aircraft in the world, the RUSSI­
an AN 225. Boeing 747 aircraft also
make occasional stops. We're fully
capable of handling the largest air
craft. Tht' only change we have 10
make is to arrange for larger aircraft
to park at a location to minimize
blockage. We have 35,OCX> to 40,000
takeoffs e"ery year and acti.... ity
varies from day to day."

MO'it of Gander's domestic flights
are com:entrated into the early mo~
ing, lunchtime, early evening and
late nighttime periods. but inte~
tional flights can arrive 24 hours II
day

;'There has been some increase in
the domestic market," Larry reports.
IIAir Nova is operating jet service in
addition to Dash 8 propeller aircraft.
and Air Atlantic is expected to foi-



low. The market isquite well served
and we're hoping for some addition­
al traffic."

In the early days of the airport, lo­
cal people were able to have acce..s
to parts of the building. Increased
security brought restrictions, but
Larry explains efforts to provide op­
portunities to use the airport as a lo­
cal resource are under considl!ratlon

"We're looking at ways to brinf;
back that Sunday outing opportuni­
tv:' he notes. "The Chamber of
Commerce has been actively pursu­
ing the idea of an observation area.
When the selected area becomes
available, \ve're hoping to have it de­
veloped. People can now park on
the far side of the airport, and, with
the removal of Hangar 13, we're
hoping to have a more comfortable
outdoor viewing area."

leuTY came from Calgary lust a
year ago. His wife, Brie, is a phys­
iotherapist and has re-established an
existing practice in Gander, Their
son, Connor, is Just two years old.

"There are always surprises mov­
ing from one airport to another, and
every airport is different," Larry ac­
knowledges. "Differences make the
job interesting and challenging, and
I find I'm constantly learning. That's
what makes the Job rewarding."

The Newfoundland lifestyle has
proved to be very different from
what the Lachapelles experienced in
Alberta.

"A snowblower certainly wasn't
on my shopping list, but it is now,"
Larry quips. "I've done more
shovelling of ..now than in 10
winters in Calgary. The combination
of snow, rain and freezing tempera­
tures is hard to take. We've been
more conservative on travel and I'm
very wary of moose.

'The town is well equipped, even
though there aren't the choices we
had in Calgary, and I had to give up
some Calgary Aames season tickets.

A snow-btower in lICtion In Glinder - tt rill.. high on Larry's Christmas wish list.

Hangar 22: GIInder International Airport's terminal un11l1958. (Photo courtesy
01 Stili and Moving Images conectlon, Provincial Archives 01 Newfoundland and
labrador)

There are a number of other things cross-country skiing when condi­
I miss, but you learn toutiliz.e what's tions allow. I'm also invol..ed with
available. It's not like I have a short- the Chamber of Commerce, the Avi­
age of things to do. I take part in old- ahon Museum, and the Cander and
timers' hockey, and we do some District Hllspital Board. • ~

Doug Sheppard

Plenty of charisma
Gander mayor Doug Sheppard

doesn't have to look for things to
keep him occupied, although his be­
ing semi-retired means he can spend
his days at the town hall. He says
there's plenty of work, since, in
Gander, "Every day, it's something
new."

Now in his fourth and, as he says,
his last term, he's approaching
retirement age and has reduced his
own business commitments to some
work in the insurance field, leaVing
most of his time for civic duties. He
now says he's ready to relinquish
what has become a time-consuming

pursuit, one he seemed to stumble
into.

"Back in 1969, the mavor of the
day, Royal Cooper, a fo~er fighter
pilot, asked me to ron forcouna!. I'd
been president of the Chamber of
Commerce and involved in other
community organizations, and he
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