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from the editor

This is the time of year when I reconcile the maga-
zine's expenses with revenue. Our main expenses,
apart from salaries and general overhead, consist of
production, labelling and postage costs. Revenue
comes from subscription and advertising sales, the lar-
gest component by far being subscription sales which
[ am pleased to report are rising. Most costs are also
rising, but the most persistent increase is postage. This
is very discomfiting because all our magazines are deli-
vered by the post offic

While the post office certainly is essential to the
magazine, you, the readers, provide the mainstay. You
are the ones who read what we write, and who send
in your renewals. This makes us very reluctant to raise
our rates but a careful accounting, however, reveals
we have no choice. But we've devised a plan where-
by you can help us in our race to cover postal increases.

But first, let’s step back in time. When Decks Awash
established itself on a paid subscription basis in 1982,
one-year subscriptions were $9, rising to $10 in Janu-
ary 1987. The Consumer Price Index for Canada
(1981=100%) according to Statistics Canada reached

a level of 153.2 in October 1989. From 1988 to 1989,
there was a year over year increase of 5.1%. In any
case, in the last nine years, prices have risen more than
50%, yet Decks Awash has raised its rates only
minimally. Had our rates kept pace with the cost of
living, the one-year rate right now should be $14. Also,
we note that our postage costs have doubled since
1982,

As of June 1, 1990, the one-year suscription will rise
to $12, but the two-year rate, at least for now, will re-
main unchanged at $18. Thus, you can continue to pay
the same rate, if you'll subscribe for two years. This
will mean we'll be able to cut our costs by not having
to send out as many renewal notices, resulting in
spending less on postage. Even with the new one-year
rate, the increased cost of subscribing will still be 33%
over the same period that the Consumer Price Index
has risen more than 50%. And remember, if you renew
before June 1, you can still buy a one-year subscrip-
tion for just $10.

Until next time when we'll be visiting the Cape Shore
area.
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history

Gander

The history of a typical Newfoundland community
always includes when it was settled, and what it was
known as first. Usually the date is at best a good ap-
proximation, and the name an educated guess from
among any number of spellings that appear in old cen-
sus returns, As for Gander, the names and dates are
easily found, but then, Gander is hardly a typical
community.

Prior to the 20th century, the area was well-known
to Beothuks and Micmacs, and was quickly taken over
by white men for its exceptional hunting and hshmg

In 1920, the New! dland government consid
building a mill near the Gander River, but the plan fell
through. The Reids actually started work on a paper
mill in 1924, and International Pulp and Paper want-
ed rights to the Gander River. The Reids later negotiat-
ed with the Hearst family, but the 400-ton daily capac-
ity was not large enough for the newspaper empire’s

Gander under construction, 1937 or 1938. (Photo courte-
sy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Archives of New-
foundland and Labrador)

requirements, so the Reids looked at new holdings in
Labrador.

In the early 1930s, there was again some talk of a
mill, but when the area was settled, it was solely as
an airfield, taking its name from the nearby Gander
River, whose name, in turn, is probably based on the
abundance of wild geese in the area.

One of the two nearest communities was Cobb’s
Camp, a flag stop 216 miles west of St. John’s on the
Newfoundland Railway. In 1930, 10 people lived there,
James Greening, Albert Oldford and their families,
states the History of Gander, Newfoundland, edited
by Charles Warren. Hattie’s Camp, just three miles
away at mile 213, was the second. Named for railway
workers, they were both seasonal camps.

In 1935, participants at an air conference in Ottawa
dec:dcd to build an al.rport in Newfoundland. The

of Gow ’s Amulree Report of 1933
recommended an air route across the Atlantic using
Newfoundland as a refueling point. Britain, New-
foundland, Canada, and the Irish Free State agreed to
allow one British and one American company to test
transatlantic flights. Flying boats, for which a base was
set up in 1935 at Botwood, were unable to provide such
a service.

In summer 1935, Alan Vatcher, an engineer with the

in Douglas Fraser and his Fox Moth VO-ADE, the first
plane to land at Gander, January 11, 1938. (Photo courte-
sy CFB Gander)

Commission of Government department of public
works arrived at Cobb’s Camp purportedly to find a
place suitable for the airfield. According to Warren, the
area Vatcher had been considering around Whitman's
Pond was too boggy and hilly, so Heber Greening and
Reuben Brown, members of the Anglo-Newfoundland
Development Company’s forest fire patrol told him to
try Hattie’s Camp.

Apart from a hill and small pond, the site was per-
fect. Located 48 kms from the nearest seacoast, the land
supports small forests of black spruce and balsam fir,
with a few birch, maple and mountain ash, and its in-
land climate is temperate with prevailing westerly
winds.

Captain Douglas Fraser of St. John's flew the sur-
vey aircraft that examined the site in 1935, and he and
two British Air Ministry representatives, one of whom
was T.A. Hall, selected the site.

By fall, some 30 men were cutting right-of-ways and
living at what they called Camp 24. The number of
workers increased tenfold in the following year and
the administration building, the power house, heat-
ing plant, transmitter and receiver buildings were all
completed The mnh‘ol tower was placed on top of the

ilding, and at the itter site,
steel towers were erected Wooden poles for antennae

A Trans-Canada Airlines plane at Gander c. 1946. (Photo
courtesy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador)
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Operator at teletype machine, Gander airport ca. 1950s.
(Photo courtesy of sml and Moving Images collection,
and Labrador)

were also put up. An electrical engineer, N. Peyton,
took over from a Mr. Woodyat, who oversaw the first
stage of construction in 1935.

Gander soon acquired the nickname, “‘Crossroads
of the World"”, and the reason was no mystery. At
1,624 kms from Ottawa, 1,760 from New York and
3,042 from Shannon, Ireland, it was the perfect eastern
terminus for Department of Transport’s (DOT) Cana-
dian airways. Although some speculated the only rea-
son Gander was picked for the airport was its strateg-
ic importance in time of war, its geography makes it
an ideal location no matter the politicai chimate.

The first telegraph office opened in 1936 and was
operated temporarily by A.L. Stone, the railway agent.
A permanent office replaced it two years later. Dr.
Knapp of Lewisporte cared for the men during his
weekly visits, which began in 1936 and continued un-
til a military doctor set up a medical centre after the
war started. The Sir Frederick Banting Memorial Hospi-
tal, which replaced the facility in 1941, had about 120
beds and 15 doctors. The Newfoundland government
took over operation of the military hospital in 1946 and
appointed Dr. James G. Paton administrator.

By 1937, trucks were hauling rock from quarries in
Benton to crushers at the airport site, where a pre-mix
plant prepared runway blacktop; meanwhile, ground
services in England, Canada and the U.S. were being
established. The Canadian Government also began to
train meteorologists, and the first two-way, simultane-
ous crossing of the Atlantic was accomplished on July
5 between Foynes, Ireland, and Botwood. In 1938, 900
workers lived in bunkhouses, each sleeping 32, and
worked up to 11 months at a time to finish the first

Gand

Car ferry and

ing at Gander station, September 1954. (Photo courtesy
Still and Moving Images collection, Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador)

hangar. Warren says its builders boasted the hangar
had the largest door in the world at that time, meas-
uring 150 ft. in width by 30 ft. in height.

On January 11, 1938, the first aircraft landed at the
new Newfoundland airport. The ski-equipped Fox
Moth VO-ADE was piloted by Douglas Fraser, Captain
Fraser, who died March 5, 1990, at St. John's at the
age of 86, epitomized the pioneering spirit, and relat-
ed the story of the monthly dances the workers count-
ed on to relieve their boredom. The men would hire
a train to go to Grand Falls to fetch their wives and
girlfriends. On one occasion, when the train’s crew re-
fused to make the run because they weren’t being paid
enough, Fraser and three friends rode a speeder to Bot-
wood, where they took an engine from the rail yard,
collected two cars in Bishop’s Falls and went to Grand
Falls for their lady passengers. Summons were issued
to the men who ignored them. Captain Fraser is said

Car driving onto a flatbed on the Gander-Clarenville car
ferry, 1954. (Photo eounuy snu and Moving

Images
and Labrador)

to have replied when asked about this breach of the
law, ““There was only one policeman, and what could
he do against 900 men? He wouldn’t show his nose
in Gander.”

To further the project’s development, Britain agreed
to provide wireless service and pay the bulk of con-

costs, while dland would build and
own the airfield. A wireless station was subsequently
set up at Botwood in 1937 and designated by call let-
ters VOAB. It was moved to Gander, November 30,
1938.

The Naval Radio Station Gander began operation in
anew building constructed by the public works depart-
ment of the Commission of Government. The site was
chosen by Marconi of England, who also installed the
antenna system and the operations room. The site
provided air-to-ground and ground-to-air services for
Pan American and Imperial Airways, forerunner of
BOAC.

Gander officially became an operational airfield,
November 30, 1938, and when the war began lhe next
year, was the only operative airport in N
and Canada’s Maritime Provinces. Engineers then
made a crucial discovery. They determined planes
could be landed on snow and ice conditions on
wheels—skis were unnecessary, and Gander became
the point of d for planes f in
Canada and the U.S. bound for Britain.

The RCAF Ferry Command was formed to organize
the mass exodus of aircraft, which was considered far
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too important to leave to slow, ocean-going ships.
Maintenance crew chief Joe Gilmour supervised the
ground service and Captain Donald C.T. Bennett start-
ed the operation by leading seven newly built Hud-
son bombers to Aldergrove, Northern Ireland, at 2233
hours on November 10, 1940, an 11-hour flight. Before
the war was over, 10,000 more planes would join the
war effort across the Atlantic. Gander was no longer
a commercial airport; it was a military base.

In 1940, the Black Watch regiment arrived as the air-
port’s first line of defence, with the Royal Canadian
Engineering Corps’ building barracks at the southern
end of the runway for them and for the Royal Canadi-
an Air Force (RCAF), which arrived a year later.
Officers’ and men's quarters, theatres, drill halls and
a hospital were among the many new temporary build-

Eastern Provincial Airways Handley Pages Dart Herald in
a hangar at Gander circa 1957. (Photo courtesy Still and
Moving Images collection, Provincial Archives of New-
foundland and Labrador)

ings provided for the thousands of Canadian, U.S. and
British military personnel still to come.

Civilian employees were forced to live by the mili-
tary’s rules, but they were managing to raise 10 chil-
dren in Gander in 1940. The department of education
set up a railway car as a classroom and provided two
teachers. Brothers Roland and Ken Goodyear opened
the first store in Gander in the same year.

An RCAF detachment was set up in 1940, and by
1941, the population had risen to 603. RCAF Station
Gander was formed in 1942, and the first RCAF land-
ing at Gander came February 10 of that year.

The war demanded advanced radio and meteorolog-
ical technology, and both improved vastly in the early
1940s. The meteorological service was used by coastal
patrols and U.S. military aircraft. All allied aircraft, in

There are no strangers here......
cecec.Only friends

Discover the heart of Newfoundland...........

Gander welcomes you to a world of adventure...Enjoy our scenery, our fishing;
take the family to beautiful Cobb’s Pond, enjoy a myriad of recreational activities,
try your hand at golf while you overlook Gander Lake — one of North America's
deepest lakes; sample our unique shopping and fine cuisine. A MUST to enjoy is
Gander’s FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT, JULY 27-30, 1990. Four days of family fun and
excitement — dances, derbys, pageants, parades, Armed Forces Day, all culminat-
ing with Gander Day, July 30, Monday — a day filled with games, music, prizes,
fun and fireworks!

Jupncr Skyways Hotel, circa 1958. (Photo courtesy Still
and Moving Images collection, Provincial Archives of New-
foundland and Labrador)

We’'re waiting for you!

GANDER — GATEWAY TO THE ATLANTIC
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a Dart Herald engine at Gander circa 1957. (Pho-
to courtesy Still and Moving Images collection, Provincial
of and L )

fact, received weather reports from the Gander Met,
as it was called, until the U.S. began a large ferry oper-
ation of its own immediately following the Japanese
1941 attack on Pearl Harbour.

The DOT operated four separate weather stations
in Gander, one of which prompted a local air raid alert
in December 1941. Weatherman Charlie Warren
released a weather balloon and unusual wind patterns
caused it to circle Gander. The suspicious light was
spotted from the ground, and the resulting emergen-
cy alert prompted a blackout order for all of Newfound-
land. U.S. military personnel shot out lights in build-
ings for which they had no keys. Most of Newfound-
land did without lights for three hours because of a
weather balloon, strange wind patterns and an over-
zealous sentry.

Ce ications research op which con-
tinue today, commenced in 1938, when the British Air
Ministry began operating their cc ications and
direction-finding site for lantic flights. During
the war, the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) shared the
facility to run its naval direction-finding operation. In
1945, the RCN took over the entire facility and Naval
Radio Station Gander was formed. It is now called the
“*Old Navy Site”’.

One war casualty who is still remembered well in
Gander was Sir Frederick Grant Banting, the dis-
coverer of insulin. He was researching aviation medi-
cine and spent several days at Gander awaiting clear
weather before completing his trip to Britain. He took
off February 21, 1941, in a Lockheed Hudson piloted
by Captain Joseph Mackey. The plane was not far out
to sea when it developed engine trouble. The pilot tried
to return to Gander but failed to make it. Banting ap-

Servicing a DeHavilland DHC-2 Beaver of Eastern Provin-
cial Airways circa 1956. (Photo courtesy Still and Moving
of

Images
and Labrador)

parently survived long enough to bandage the caj
tain’s head and put him in a sleeping bag before he,
himself, died of exposure. Mackey survived, but the
cause of the crash was not definitely determined,
although there were rumors of sabotage. After an in-
vestigation, Air Commodore G.V. Walsh discounty
the rumors.

Ironically, the war that ravaged Europe provided!
Newfoundland with one of the finest airports in the
world. The first commercial scheduled, transatlantic
land-plane flight was August 24, 1945. Within a year,
a number of airline operators were scheduling some
50 flights a week among them.

The airport was sold to the Newfoundland govern-
ment in 1946 for $1 million, and squadron leader H.AZ
Pattison was appointed director of civil aviation in
charge of the airport. The first airport manager was Jack
Janes.

Three of the world’s largest airlines, Pan American,
American Overseas Airlines and Trans World Airlines,
were already using Gander, and they were quickly fol-

Finishing the floor at Gander Airport in 1958. Note the
mural, “‘Flight and its Allegories™” on the wall. (Photo
courtesy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Archives of
Newfoundiand and Labrador)

lowed by KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines), Air France, SAS
(Scandinavian Airlines), Swiss Air, Icelandic Airlines,
Aer Lingus, Al-Italia and El Al. Some of the aircraft
in use at the time were the Boeing B-17, the Douglas
DC-4, the Lancaster and the Liberator.

Suddenly, there was a population explosion, as mili-
tary personnel were replaced by civilians, many of
them Newfoundlanders, and new people were hired
in all technical trades. At its peak, the population of
Gander reached 15,000. Military barracks were convert-
ed into apartment buildings and hotels, and religious
denominations sought more permanent homes.
Church of England members had held their services
between 1941 and 1944 in a school on Chestnut Street,
and opened their first church in 1945. The current
procathedral, St. Martin’s, was dedicated February 9,
1959.

United Church services had been held at the RCAF
chapel on the Canadian side since 1944, and their first
church was dedicated in 1958 with the Reverend E.C.
Sturge as its first minister.

Roman Catholics had worshipped in a converted bar-
racks on the Canadian side from 1946 to 1958, when
St. Joseph's was opened, and Pentecostal services in
1946 were held in the entertainment centre on the
American side until the Evangel Temple opened in
1958. Salvation Army meetings were also held on the
base until the citadel opened in 1958, and Baptists met
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in private homes from 1965 to 1969, when their church
was ready. There are also Jehovah’s Witness, Victory
Christian Fellowship, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, and Gander Gospel Centre groups current-
ly in the town.

" Gander’s expansion in the 1940s also included im-
proved airport facilities. The Ferry Command’s han-
gars 21 and 22 were converted into an airline termi-
nal, complete with gift shop and lounge; in fact, the
airport’s Big Dipper was one of Newfoundland’s first
licensed bars. Four other buildings of the command
became hotels, the Jupiter, Mars, Saturn and North
Star, forming the Skyways Club,

Former Premier, Joseph R. Smallwood, who oper-
ated a piggery at Gander in the 1940s, formed a com-
mittee to examine solutions to the high cost of living
in the town. The military had a grocery monopoly, and
civilians were forced to pay what they considered ex-
horbitant prices for food. The Gander Mutual Benefit
Society rented the American commissary and set up
a co-op supermarket in 1947, reducing the cost of liv-
ing by as much as 25%. The Co-op, now a large,
modern supermarket, has since moved to the Elizabeth
Drive Shopping Centre.

The new air terminal, circa 1958. (Bill Croke photo, courte-
sy Still and Moving Images collection, Provincial Archives
of Newfoundland and Labrador)

With the dramatic increase in civilian traffic, it was
inevitable there would soon be another accident. In Au-
gust 1946, a Lancaster Bomber of the British Goodwill
Mission crash landed, killing four Newfoundland
bystanders gathered to watch the last of the Lancasters
depart Gander. It was the first and last accident for
the Goodwill Mission, as the service was in the process
of recalling its planes to England, but just a month
later, a Belgian Airlines DC-4 called the Sabena crashed
22 miles southwest of Gander killing 26 of 44 aboard.
At that time, the Sabena was the biggest commercial
airline disaster in history, and it devastated Gander
residents, who mourned the dead and struggled to
help survivors far from home in the local hospital.

Local resident Edie Warren remembers that crash
very well, as she was in the recovery room after just
giving birth to a baby girl when one of the survivors
was wheeled in. Edie says she had a chat with the
young woman, and asked what her name was. The
woman told her, Suzanne, and so, Edie had a name
for her daughter.

In 1949, bush pilot Eric Blackwood and St. John's
businessman Ches Crosbie formed Eastern Provincial
Airways (EPA) in St. John's. Its main competition was

4l R S s |

from d Airways, previously

e .
Present at the opening of the new air terminal in 1958:
(back I-r) Mayor Jack Robertson, Jack James, Ted Hen-
ley; (front I-r) Air Vice-Marshal Donald Bennett, Mrs. Ben-
nett, Captain Douglas Fraser. (Photo courtesy Still and
Moving Images collection, Provincial Archives of New-
foundland and Labrador)

land Aero Sales and Service Limited, owned by Black-
wood, but its assets were sold to Queen Charlotte
Airlines of Vancouver in 1951. Blackwood sold out to
Crosbie in that year, and Marsh Jones and Bill Harris
took over management of the company. Government
contracts and an air ambulance service made up the
bulk of the company’s business at that time. EPA
moved its headquarters to Gander from St. John's in
1954 and expanded into passenger service. A number
of larger aircraft were purchased and it became one of
the province’s major carriers.

EPA subsequently took over the intra-island route
from Air Canada in 1972, and provided daily service
to and from the mainland. In 1980, EPA became a
wholly owned subsidiary of the Ni dland Capi-
tal Corporation, and in 1981, its fleet consisted of six
Boeing 737 and three Hawker Sidley 748 turbo prop
aircraft. In 1986, businessman and Capital Corporation
CEO Harry Steele, sold the company to Canadian Pa-
cific, now part of Pacific Western, and headquarters
moved to Halifax.

When the Canadian department of transport (DOT)
took over the airport following Confederation in 1949,
the new provincial government was determined to turn
Gander into a real town. More than 3,000 people were
living on the airport, and many of the service quarters
were dilapidated and too close to runways. Schools
and stores were far away, and the Department of Na-
tional Defence warned in the event of a another war,
civilians would have to be moved off the airport, and
there was no community nearby.

Along with the DOT and the central housing authori-
ty, Newfoundland began work in 1951 to provide serv-
ices for the town that had grown to 4,780. The first 50

| . e
; S e
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Personnel married quarters, Naval Radio Station Gander,
1962. Now called the *‘Old Navy Site"’, the houses are still
occupied. (Photo courtesy CFB Gander)

rental units were readied for occupancy in 1952, and
25 prefab houses were brought from England and reas-
sembled on Pine Tree Road, today’s Airport Boulevard.
At the same time, undeveloped land in Beaverwood,
(now Memorial Drive), was given to Charlie Taylor,
Bob Walsh, Scottie Tulk, Edgar Baird, and Ernest Pey-
ton under the War Veterans Land Act, and they be-
gan to build their own homes. The RCMP opened a
Gander detachment in 1950 with three officers to keep
the peace in the budding municipality.

In 1953, 226 Aircraft Warning Squadron took com-
mand of the Pinetree Line radar site being construct-
ed by the U.S, government. They began operations
February 21, 1954, now considered the official birth-
day of CFB Gander, or, what was then known as RCAF
Station Gander. Following the unification of the armed
forces in 1968, the station became the Canadian Forces
Station Gander, and in 1984 gained full base status to
become Canadian Forces Base Gander.

By 1954, about 13,000 aircraft such as the Canadian
Northstar, the Lockheed Constellation and the Boeing
708, carryed 0.25 million passengers via Gander every
year. The old terminal was showing its age, so a new
one was designed by architects Durnford, Bolton,
Chadwick and Ellwood of Montreal, and built by the
Kenny Construction Company, at a  cost of 53 million.
The value of its state-of-the art equip s
was overshadowed by the interior decorating con-
troversy. Regina artist Kenneth Lockhead, commi
sioned to provide a mural for the international wait-
ing room, produced a 69- by 12-ft. work called ““Flight
and its AIlegones that many argued was too absh'act

mnmmmumamd-r circa 1960. (Pholoooum:y
Still and Moving |

for an airport. Cummemc nnged from “ridiculous’’,

““foolish”, and ““childis “brilliant”’. Ottawa ar-
tist Arthur Price created a \u:lpmre called the ““Wel-
coming Birds™ to greet passengers entering Canada.
Queen Elizabeth Il opened the Gander International
Terminal Building in June 1960

As the airport grew, so did Gander, and in 1954, it
was named a local improvement district. The first
school, St. Joseph’s Academy, opened in 1956 for Ro-
man Catholic students, and Hunt Memorial Library
was completed in 1957. By then, Gander Academy had
officially opened as a high school but was converted
to an elementary school five years later when student
enrolment shot up. St. Paul’s High opened in 1961 and
Gander Integrated Collegiate took its first students in
1977.

By 1958, eight major airlines and more than 100 air-
craft used Gander daily. Many residents still lived on
the “‘army side’’, but many more had moved out to
the new townsite on Memorial Drive, opened up by
veterans. On January 8, 1959, Gander elected its first
town council: Jack Robertson, mayor; William Harris,
deputy mayor; and councillors, William Lahey, Don
Blackmore, Royal Cooper, Lloyd Mercer and Ernest

Checking electronic equipment at Gander circa 1959.
(Glnﬂtr Photo Shop, photo courtesy Still and Moving Im-
and

Archives of
l.abr.dor)

Peyton. Six months later, the Chamber of Commerce
met for the first time and elected William |. Lahey
president.

Gander street names up until that time had all been
named after aviation pioneers, except for Elizabeth
Drive and Edinburgh Street. Bishop Place, for exam-
ple, is named for W.E. (Billy) Bishop, a First World War
flying ace who reportedly shot down 72 enemy aircraft.
Earhart Street is named for Amelia Earhart, the first
woman to fly the Atlantic, Lindbergh Road for Charles
Lindbergh of Spirit of St. Louis fame, and Blackwood
Drive for Captain Eric Blackwood, who initiated com-

ial air service in 1945 with a flight from Saint John,
N.B., to N dland. Canadian Dr. Marc
Garneau was similarly honored, and when he visited
Gander, he signed the mayor’s guest book, insisting
his signature appear under Russian astronaut Yuri
Gagarin, the first man in space.

Franklin Russell wmte in the Imperial Oil Review
in 1959, “...although it is a scheduled stop
for few flights, 12, 600 planes landed there [Gar\der]
last year. Some 12,000 of them were international
airliners. Gander’s big appeal to overseas pilots is its
handy location. For eastbound flights it's the last big
airport before Shannon, Eire; westbound, it's the first
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Aerial view of Gander airport, no date. (World Crossroads
Photo, photo courtesy of Still and Moving Images collec-
tion, inci of andlL

haven they come to on this side of the Atlantic.””

There was much speculation, however, that the in-
creased use of jets would destroy Gander. It was ex-
pected that since planes did not necessarily have to
stop at Gander for fuel, airlines would take their busi-
ness elsewhere, but the scare turned out to be a minor
setback to a thriving town and expanding airport.

By 1961, the population had reached 5,725. There
were 360 jobs each in manufacturing and the service
industry, 233 clerical positions, and some profession-
al, managerial and sales jobs. There were only 12 farm-
waorkers, six loggers and one miner. Among the local
businesses around that time were Eaton’s, McKinlay’s,
a B-A Service Station, and W.]. Lahey Ltd. wholesale
distributors.

But Gander never lost sight of its roots. In October
1967, a Lockheed Hudson Bomber mounted on a
granite pedestal became the Atlantic Ferry Memorial.
Kenting Aviation of Oshawa built the plane and Cap-
tain M.B. Jones of EPA flew it to Gander.

Government had no monopoly on the lucrative avi-
ation industry, and could not force airlines to use
Gander rather than one elsewhere in Eastern Canada
that might offer better prices for its ground-air serv-
ices. In 1969, Transport Canada became concerned by
the effect on Gander of this competition and joined Im-
perial Oil Ltd. to form a government/industry task
force, They devised a marketing concept known as
Trans-Oceanic Plane Stops, or TOPS, which expand-
ed quickly to include Shell Oil, Allied Aviation, EPA,
Commercial Caterers, and a number of community or-
ganizations in Gander.

The Gander Development Corporation (GDC),

Fraser Road United Church, Gander

which had been established in 1975 to promote and
assist in industrial development, monitor air traffic and
sell aviation fuel, was chiefly responsible for ad-
ministering the TOPS program. The GDC also super-
vised storing of aviation fuel by the USSR and acquired
land adjacent to Gander International Airport for an
industrial park. The land was passed to the Newfound-
land and Labrador Housing Corporation in 1981. The
GDC started shipping out fish for sale, particularly lob-
ster and eel, by air freight in 1979, and produced a
tourist brochure in 1981.

Under the TOPS program, landing fees were
reduced in June 1970, runway extensions completed,
a duty-free shop provided, and Stephenville designat-
ed as a weather alternate to Gander. TOPS is enjoy-
ing great su . despite the loss of EPA (which elimi-
nated 304 direct and 729 indirect jobs), and the trans-
ferring of scheduled Air Canada international flights
from Gander to St. John's. In fact, Gander still enjoyed
the odd patch of limelight. In 1974, the Concorde su-

Evangel Pentacostal Church, Gander

(“““d\'.\l\d
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personic airliner came to Gander, the first time a su-
personic plane landed in Canada, and its designers,
British Aircraft Corporation and France’s Aerospatiale,
wined and dined the press as it made a bid for a regu-
lar transatlantic service between Heathrow and
Gander. The Concorde never quite became the meal
ticket some Gander residents anticipated, however.

By 1976, 9,301 people lived in Gander, and in 1981,
10,404. Local flights decreased, but the number of pas-
sengers was steady at around 80,000, until 1982, when
it dropped to 66,000.

There’s no denying Gander has experienced its share
of air-related tragedy. Following the Sabena, a
Czechoslovakian aircraft crashed in 1967 killing 37 of
the 69 on board. And still fresh in Gander and the
world’s memory is the Arrow Air crash on December
12, 1985, in which eight crew members and 248 U.S.

Gander Baptist Church
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military personnel returning home from a six-month
tour of duty in the Sinai Desert died. The group be-
longed to the Third Battalion, 502nd Infantry of the
101st Airborne, who were touted as America’s finest.
Known as the Screaming Eagles, the outfit is legen-
dary in military history: it fought in the Battle of the
Bulge and led the invasion at Normandy. The crash
was the worst air disaster Gander or Canada had ever
seen, and controversy rages in the U.S., where fami-
lies of some of the victims lobby still to reopen the in-
vestigation into its cause.

A grove of 248 maples, one for each of the airmen,
and 248 pear trees were planted, and the town has built
a memorial park, which includes a statue designed by
local sculptor Steve Shields.

Tributes to the dead continue, but Gander had to
look to the future to ensure its continued prosperity
in the face of severe economic downturns in the rest
of the province. One particularly encouraging sign is
improved relations with the USSR, since Aeroflot
makes up a significant portion of the airport’s business.
As Gander Beacon Bob Moss quips, *“You can feel Gor-
by at Gander—the better Gorbachev likes us, the bet-
ter off we are.”

And Gander is clearly very well liked. At the height
of his career, actor Johnny Weismuller got off a plane
in Gander with his fishing rod and found the fishing
s0 good he missed his return flight. On a long
stopover, Bob Hope put on a show for airline person-
nel. Sir Anthony Eden stopped when he was British
prime minister and a DOT employee obliged him by
piping BBC over the terminal’s public address system.
Other celebrities to land at Gander have included Mar-
ilyn Monroe, Robert Mitchum and Frank Sinatra, and
to hear local residents tell the story, nobody had any
complaints about the treatment they received.

Salvation Army Citadel, Gander

Other, less well-known visitors also came to know
Gander, not as a stopover but as a gateway to free-
dom and a better life. More than 100 people a year on
average defected at Gander, at least until 1989, when
record numbers began to pour out of Eastern Europe.
Clarice Goodyear described Gander as ““a hole in the
wall”, referring to the Berlin Wall—it was a way to trav-
el from East to West Germany without going through
Checkpoint Charlie, but now the wall is gone, and
there are few constraints on the flood of refugees who
arrive daily. In spite of the financial burden placed on
provincial government coffers by these people, Gander
residents are reluctant to close their hearts. They've
always been known as Newfoundland'’s open door on
the world, and they’re proud of that.
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the area today

Charlie and Edie Warren

Sand in their shoes

Charlie and Edie Warren took 55
years to go from Heart’s Content,
where they met and married, to
Gander, and their footprints are as
hard to track as a moose in heavy
brush. But they say they've found a
place they can be happy. Charlie has
since edited a book about the histo-
ry of Gander, and Edie is simply en-
joying good friends and the change
of the seasons.

They had been married just a
short time in June 1937 when Charlie
took a bookkeeping job in Gander at
$75 a month. It seemed like a king's
ransom to the young couple, who
had been living on his meagre teach-
ing salary, so Edie reluctantly agreed
to board in Bishop's Falls and see her
husband only on weekends.

There were 900 construction wor-
kers in Gander that summer. In the
winter, the population dwindled to
32, but Charlie stayed on, commut-
ing every week. The situation was
far from ideal.

‘“Finally I got a cottage out in the
woods and parked her there for two
years,”’ says Charlie, looking at Edie
with affection, and waiting for the
inevitable rebuttal. At least he has
the grace not to look disappointed
when she nods agreeably.

“It was four miles from the airport
and I walked back and forth,”” she
says, with no hint it was even a
hardship.

““In 1939, 1 got a job as weather-

Charlie and Edie Warren

group, the radio men and the mets
[weathermen], and we had a ball
We all lived in the administration
building. The second floor was
offices, the third floor, bedrooms. |
remember one lad who went in in

History of Gander,

man with the gical serv-
ice.” Charlie remembers it well, be-
cause at the Provincial Archives he
came across a letter he'd received
from Anthony Eden, who later be-
came prime minister of Britain. In
those days, any salary of more than
$100 had to be approved by the
colonial secretary, since the Com-
mission of Government did not have
that authority.

The letter reads, ‘“With reference
to your dispatch number 238, the
10th, I have the honor to recom-
mend that the salary of Mr. Charles
Warren, assistant bookkeeper at the
airport, should be increased from
$78 to $110 per month.”

Charlie recalls, It was a small

the Gander Senior
Citizens Ciub, edited
by Charlie Warren.
To obtain a copy,
write to the ciub at
P.0O. Box 48, Gander,
A1V 1W5.

@

History of Gander,
Newfoundland

Life at the
Crossroads of the World”

November and didn’t come out till
May.’* Charlie laughs, ‘‘I guess he
didn’t like snow, but everything we
needed was there.”

After the war, barracks were con-
verted to apartments and Charlie

£y
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and Edie were the first to move in.
But they didn’t stay long. In 1951,
Charlie accepted a job as weather-
man in Goose Bay. Three years later,
they went to Toronto and stayed six
years, then to Ottawa for six more,
Edmonton for three, and back to Ot-
tawa. Meanwhile, Edie worked at
the post office, an airport gift shop,
Birks, and a medical supply firm—
wherever Charlie went, she says she
had no trouble finding a job.

In 1965, Charlie had his first heart
attack, which he attributed to the
stress of his responsibilities in Otta-
wa, where he was in charge of all the
air traffic controllers in Canada,
"The suspensions, dismissals and
that sort of thing were too much for
me. Six jobs came up for training
officer and I took the one in Edmon-
ton,”’ Charlie says. After three years,
he returned to Ottawa before retir-
ing in 1971. By that time, Charlie and
Edie had lived in 10 different homes
and raised three daughters. But he
said he didn’t get really busy until
he stopped working.

Since then, they’ve lived in 18
different houses. They moved first
to California to be near one of their
three daughters and lived in Los An-
geles for eight years, returning ev-
ery spring to their summer home in
Heart’s Content. A number of
moves then took them to Gander,
British Columbia, and Gander again,
as they looked for some sense of per-
manence, They left yet again for
California, got as far as the Annapo-
lis Valley when Edie was too sick to
travel farther. So they stopped,
bought a house and stayed, at least
until Charlie had another heart at-
tack. Convinced Nova Scotia wasn't
the place for them, they came back
to Gander once more, and it was
third time lucky.

Charlie couldn‘t believe nobody
had fully documented Gander’s rich
history, and decided to take on the
job. He joined the senior citizens
club, formed 13 committees and sent
them to start digging for informa-
tion. He typed three hours a day for
months, until Edie threatened to
throw the old typewriter out the
window. During more than two
years, he compiled, edited and
wrote portions of the History of
Gander, Newfoundland, selecting
60 historic photographs from his per-
sonal collection of more than 300.
The Gander Seniors Club published
it at a cost of $22,000 with grants

-
Newly-constructed apartment bulldlng In Gander clrcl 1980 (Photo counuy

Still and Moving Images
Labrador)

from New Horizons, Soiree ‘88, and
the provincial government and the
town of Gander. A year later the bills
were paid, the club had $2,500 in the
bank, and from then on, Charlie says
it was all gravy.

But this was no excuse to stop. Be-
tween visits with 12 grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren in
California, Edmonton and Quebec
City, Edie watches helplessly, object-
ing occasionally that he’s pushing
too hard, while Charlie works on the

Edie grew to hate
Charlie's typewriter
during the more than
two years it took for
him to compile and
edit a history of
Gander.

North Atlantic Aviation Museum
project, trying to drum up money to
build a permanent home for the
stockpile of aviaton artifacts now
stored in a hangar at the airport.
He's also vice-president of the New-
foundland Pensioners and Senior
Citizens Federation, and says he'll
run for president sometime, and he
still finds time to serve on half the
committees in Gander. Edie’s fight-
ing a losing battle. N
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Lieutenant Wayne Bennett
Playing a support

Gander began as a military town
in the 1930s, and during the war
years there was a large military
presence. Although reduced, this
presence remains, but Lieutenant
Wayne Bennett, CFB Gander’s base
information officer, talks about the
role the base now plays.

““Our main role is a support one, "
he points out, “‘especially in terms
of search and rescue. Our three
Labrador helicopters have a range of
444 nautical miles, a top speed of 149
knots, and a cruising speed of 125
knots, That's certainly enough to
respond to ship distress off the east
coast as they can refuel in St. John's
to maximize range.

“We also provide humanitarian
assistance because of the limited air
ambulance resources. We had to
airlift someone out of the Quebec
North Shore this week, and we're
often called to airlift maternity cases
from Fogo Island and especially the
South Coast. It's particularly difficult
for people to get out of there in the
winter months. Just recently we
airlifted someone from McCallum.

CFB Gander

The “‘tar paper shacks'' during the early years of Gander. (Photo courtesy of
CFB Gander)
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Last month 103 Rescue Unit sent a
helicopter to check out Glenwood’s
water tower, which was in danger of
collapsing—a tricky operation in
windy winter weather conditions.””

Wayne arrived in June 1989 from
CFB Victoria, B.C. He's a New-
foundlander and this is his second
tour of duty at Gander.

“I'm one of those Newfound-
landers who just can’t stay away,”’
he jokes. ““You can say | went fmm
ocean to ocean, island to island.”

Gander is classed as a semi-
isolated base, which means a post-
ing tour is 24 months for single per-
sonnel and 36 months for married
personnel, who either live in the 222
military houses provided, or rent or
purchase their own homes.

Personnel come from all parts of
the country, with a large proportion
of Newfoundlanders returning
home. Some 44% of the 103 Rescue
Unit and 85% of 727 Communica-
tions Attachment are
Newfoundlanders.

The base provides a variety of
recreational facilities for its person-
nel. “We have a gym, an indoor
pool, a l\\(rlanc- bowling alley and
a two-sheet curling rink,”” Wayne
points out.

103 Rescue Unit is one of three
units at Gander. The others are 770
Communications Research Squa-
dron and 226 Radar Squadron. With
more than 200 people, 770 Commu-

Naval Radio Station
(Photo courtesy of CFB Gander)

nications Research is the largest of
the three units at Gander. 103 Res-
cue Unit, although primarily respon-
sible for search and rescue, is also
responsible for maintaining its own
aircraft plus maintaining and servic-
ing visiting military aircraft. 226 Ra-
dar Squadron, which is being
reduced in personnel, is now in-
volved in airborne radar tracking of
non-military vessels,

Building 1938; photo taken 1962.

On occasion, CF 18 Hornet jet
fighters are stationed at Gander to
intercept intruding aircraft, which
are, for the most part, Russian bom-
bers and fighters. ’Our aircraft make
visual contact and maintain it until
the intruder leaves Canadian air-
space to continue on to Cuba or back
across the Atlantic to bases in the
Soviet Union,” Wayne explains.
Most experts thought the flights
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would stop with all the turmoil in
Eastern Europe, so it was a surprise
when two pairs of Russian planes
overflew on March 1st.

The base is located next to the in-
ternational airport, but Wayne says
that situation is not too unusual as
bases at Winnipeg and Ottawa are
also located adjacent to internation-
al airports. Good working relation-
ships exist between the Ministry of
Transport and CFB Gander. Even
having Aeroflot, the USSR's airline,
landing at Gander airport poses no
problem,

“If anyone wants to come and see
our facilities, they are more than
welcome,” Wayne adds. The base
encourages people to visit, and some
people drive great distances for a
tour.

The base also provides support to
41 army, navy and air cadet corps,
plus support to militia units in

western and central Newfoundland.

One thing the base doesn’t direct-
ly handle is recruiting. This is han-
dled by the recruiting centre in St.
John's, and Wayne says it's worth-
while for students to look into a

The recreation centre during World War Il. (Photo courtesy of CFB Gander)

career in the Armed Forces.

““CFB Gander will continue its
support role in the 1990s and looks
forward to the challenges the new
decade will bring,’” he concludes.

Edgar Baird
“Airlandia? That’s

You could say Edgar Baird is
Gander’s first citizen. But at 78, he’s
neither the oldest resident of the
town, nor was he born there. In Edg-
ar’s own words, previously uttered
in answer to a question from Prince
Philip during his 1959 visit to the
town and delivered with a cus-
tomary flourish, ‘No sir, nobody was
born in Gander!”. Instead, the honor
stems from the fact that he lives in
the first house built off the airport.
But that comes later.

Born in C near

absurd! It's Gander!”’

Nova Sulphite Company built four
houses for its employees to operate
a mill that never materialized.

““I can remember mail came three
times as fast as it does now,” he
reminisces with a laugh.

Like his father, Edgar went to
work with the Anglo-
dlandland IDeve!

at 58 Victoria Street, London.
“‘Newfoundlanders will recognize
that address as the office of the New-
foundland Commissioner,”” Edgar
notes. ‘‘Mary was his secretary. She
was born in Toronto, the daughter
of a country rector who preached the
best sermons 1 know. Her mother
was from Aberdeen and will

P

(A.N.D.) Company, starting out in

Terra Nova and later opening

Bowater’s operation in Glenwood as
o tend

P
Lewisporte, Edgar moved with his
father and family to Angle Brook,
now a part of Glovertown. That's
where he grew up when the Terra

p When the war start-
ed in 1939, Edgar went with

her 105th birthday this
year. Her mind is as clear as a bell.
She lives in Victoria, British Colum-
bia, and graduated with a master’s =
degree in science in 1905. She wasn't
the first daughter to grad either,

the Newfoundland Forestry Service
and within a year joined the RAF
and soon met his bride-to-be, Mary,

8 8
because her sister had graduated
earlier. Their father believed in all
members of the family getting an
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education, which was unusual in
those days.””

Now Edgar and Mary, who ar-
rived in Gander in 1948, share their
house on Memorial Drive with two
of their four children, Bill and Mick-
ey. Bill is the town engineer and
designed the sloping front windows
that provide much of the daytime
heat to both the original section of
the house and the extension. Mick-
ey is a nurse at James Paton Memori-
al Hospital. Their older son, John,
lives in St. John's, and their daugh-
ter, Jane, lives in Boston.

One reason the town started was
to avoid the kind of unchecked shan-
tytown development that often fol-
lows major projects. Nevertheless, it
took a lot of persuading to convince
the government to lift the ban on
building within a radius of five miles
of Gander’s railway station. This res-
triction had become even more im-
portant during the Second World
War, and remained in effect after
1945. The army barracks were con-
verted into staff houses and then
apartments, and there was some
concern people would leave, espe-
cially since many thought that long-
distance jets wouldn’t need to stop
to refuel.

The War Veterans Association
suggested that houses should be
built. The Veterans Land Act provid-
ed land and money to veterans, and
the only road was one the Canadi-
an Army had started to build to
Lewisporte. It was never completed,
but it did provide the basis for a
town.

Mary and Edgar Baird

There were already houses on the
base on Chestnut Street, where Im-
perial Oil had a house, and at Un-
ion East along the railway tracks to
the east of Gander and across the
tracks at the radio range, but the first
permanent homes were built on
Memorial Drive, which was named
in honor of the Legion

““Mine was the first built and
others soon followed,” Edgar ex-
plains. ‘“Most residents accepted the
financial help to move off the base.
Many buildings on the base were to
be demolished, so lumber was read-
ily available.

“When the town started out,
there was all sorts of advice, not all
of it good. It wasn’t long before I was
involved in the town’s development.

The town was, for a while, a local
improvement district, and 1 was
chairman in 1952, but I never served
on the council when it started
around 1957. In 1954, 1 helped start
Terra Nova National Park.

““One day I was invited to an
office to meet with a lot of officials
and consultants planning the town.
I was amazed when they said they
had agreed on a name for it. ‘Airlan-
dia?’, I said, ‘that’s absurd! It's
Gander!’, and that’s how it stayed.
Gander has worked out well, and
we've always had a good council
here,”” Edgar emphasizes, while ad-
ding a final note, “‘even though 1
don’t always agree with what they

do. i

Edward McCarthy

Remembering the good and the bad

As a young man in Renews, Ed
McCarthy, now 75, carried freight
up and down the shore in his motor
boat. But that wasn’t what he want-
ed out of life. He had an intense in-
terest in radio, or wireless, as it was
called back then, and he went off to
the Marconi station in Fogo in the
early 1930s, and then to St. John's
to get his second-class operator’s cer-
tificate. His was the last wireless tick-
et issued in Newfoundland on the
spark transmitter, which was
replaced by the continuous wave
system.

In 1939, Gander airport was look-
ing for men who could use a radio.

Ed applied, and was hired by the
British Air Ministry as a radio learn-
er for $75 a month. He thought it

would be an exciting life, and he
wasn’t mistaken.
“*Apart from work I was doing on
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the boat, I had never had a job, but
I was so interested in radio, | was
sure it was going to be OK,"”’ says
Ed. "I remember reading in this
magazine, an article by one of the
aeronautical engineers who worked
with Imperial Airways in Botwood.
He predicted that airports were too
expensive to build and operate, and
take up a lot of land, but all you
needed for seaplanes was a few mar-
kers and some water. The ink was
hardly dry on the publication when
the war changed everything."

After the Second World War start-
ed, Gander was taken over by the
British Ministry of Aircraft Produc-
tion, but Ed’s job as radio operator
in the signals centre was the same,
except now a radio transmission
could mean life or death to a pilot.

““When the flights started going
through Gander instead of Botwood,
it was often just a matter of chang-
ing to a military frequency. But we
got to know some of the servicemen
It was fun, we all lived in the Ad-
ministration building, and they ate
with us, or we watched movies or
played Ping-Pong together.

“‘I remember one young man in
particular, a radio operator going out
on one of the flights. We said ‘so
long’ about 11 o’clock, and I went on
duty at midnight. I was sitting in on
the circuits a few minutes when I got

The Administration Building, Gander Airport, was opened in November 1938.
The bottom floor housed a theatre, dining room, billiards room and post office;
the second floor was bedrooms; the third offices and the top floor, the control
tower for the airport. (Photo courtesy CFB Gander)

an SOS, twice. They didn’t have
time to give the call sign, but I had
a list of all the call signs, and I called
all the aircraft, starting with his. He
didn’t answer, but I got the rest of
them. I tried again, but he was gone.
He was from Regina, and that was
his last flight before Easter, when he
hoped to go back home to get mar-
ried on Easter Monday. I felt very
sorry about that.”

Ed sees the young man he'd
known for just a few days as clearly
as if it were yesterday. He takes a

Ed McCarthy never studied music, but can sure play by ear.

deep breath, “There were sad
things, but there were interesti
things, too.

““It was very demanding, and
couldn’t afford to miss anything. We
had a man in the direction-finding
station down in the woods abol
half a mile, and a chap on the
ground circuits. When we weren'
monitoring aircraft—that was oug
first priority since navigational aids
were scarce and they had to depe;
on bearings from our station—we’d
change over to the German freque
cies for their surface boats and sub
marines. We’d get dozens of bear
ings when the subs would come up
at daylight.”’

Ed says word would come from
the air ministry in London to chang
over to certain frequencies at certain
times, and that was how they spo
ted the Bismarck after she sank
HMS Hood on May 24, 1941. Sixte
Newfoundlanders were among
1,324 crew and 95 officers lost, ai
an all-out hunt began for the
Bismarck.

‘““There were stations in Iceland}
and Britain, and we were able to pins
point her position—although wel
didn’t know it was the Bismarck at
the time—to a grid 20 miles in di=
ameter, which was pretty good.” He'
explains, "“We picked her up when
she signalled Germany. They used
to send two four-letter word code!
to identify themselves, and we'd:
write them down, and the bearii
and time. Jim Dempsey was the fi
to spot her and our station got
commendation from the air minis
for our work.”"
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He remembers other pleasant
duties, as well. Shortly after the war
started, when Princess Elizabeth and
Princess Marie of Luxembourg, ac-
companied by their chaperone, were
delayed in Botwood by bad weather
over the Atlantic, Ed was asked to
escort them to church. “‘They were
in their late teens, and looked love-
ly,”" says Ed. “’But Sunday morning
brought a strong southeast wind and
rain.

“‘When the station wagon arrived
to pick me up, the princesses were
already in it. At the church, 1 opened
the door for them. As the first one
stepped out, a gust of wind took her
hat up in the air, back down again
and along the road at a fast clip, un-
til it came to rest in a pool of muddy
water. That's where I caught up with
it. I brushed off the water with my
sleeve and passed her back the hat.
Both of them seemed to enjoy the in-
cident very much.”

He also recalls taking a trip to
Montreal to provide practical train-
ing on the high frequency direction
finder at the newly opened Dorval
Airport. “That was in 1942, and Pat
Fleming and I flew up in a Dakota.
The seats were dents in the benches
along both sides of the aircraft, and
we had to wear parachutes for the
whole seven-hour flight. But we en-
joyed spending a couple of months
at M 1.” He also b
meeting Dr, Frederick Banting, who

The old hangar 21, Gander Airport

stopped in Gander to await im-
proved flying conditions.

In 1945, things settled down and
Ed married Elsie. Something of a
self-taught fiddler, he had played
since he was about 14 at communi-
ty dances and with friends, but
when he and Elsie moved into their
new home in 1957, he put his fiddle
in acloset, and there it stayed for 22
years.

“My brother Tom in St. John's
asked me to bring it to him, so I fixed
it up. In the meantime, he got sick
and died, but I started to play

again.”” Now his music fills some of
the space left in his life by his retire-
ment in 1975. And he has his com-
mittees, too. “’I served eight years on
the hospital board, and then in 1981
they asked me to join the All Saints
Cemetery committee. I figured mov-
ing from the hospital to the cemetery
may not be a promotion, but at least
1 was headed in the right direction,
so I agreed.”” Ed’s life may have
slowed down a little since the war
years, but his sense of humor still
serves him well, N

Frank Tibbo

The flight stuff

Frank Tibbo, who hails from
Grand Bank, completed his BSc in
1954 to become a meteorological ob-
server in Ottawa, where he met his
wife, Joyce, who is from Newington,
Ontario. Two years later, in 1956,
Frank switched to air traffic control
and arrived in Gander at the time of
the peak landings of 1l

also deal with local aircraft.”

In 1958, the first commercial pas-
senger jet Boeing 707 landed in
Gander, marking the beginning of
the jet age, although some jet aircraft
had landed earlier. When the Boe-
ing 707 and Douglas DC-8 aircraft
started regular services, many local

aircraft. g
““The busy midnight to 8 a.m. shift
had as many as 50 aircraft,” Frank
recalls. ““The long-range propeller
aircraft were just starting, and even
then there were Super Constellation
1049 and 1649 Lockheed aircraft that
could overfly Gander heading east
with the predomii ilwinds. The

id forecast the overnight
demise of the newly-created town in
anticipation of long-distance jets that
would not need to refuel.

Gander almost totally relied on
overseas aircraft, and it was thought
there wouldn’t be enough residents
to justify a domestic service for
Trans-Canada Airlines. Frank shared

great majority, however, landed
here, and you had to get the over-
seas flights refuelled and off, and

the p

““I even built a small house myself
because I didn’t think there would
be a need for air traffic controllers for

long,” he admits. “But there were
still aircraft landing and the town it-
self started to develop. Gander, be-
ing central, attracted small airlines
and Eastern Provincial Airways grew
to a peak of 500 employees."

Within a year a new terminal had
opened and the air traffic facilities
moved there, and later into a new
tower. Frank has now worked in
four different air traffic centre loca-
tions. The first was by the old EPA
hangar, two were in the terminal
and the present centre is now in its
own building.

There are now more than 200 peo-
ple working in Gander’s air traffic
control, which is divided into two
units. One is the tower, which is like
that in other major airports, while
the other is one of seven Area Con-
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trol Centres spread across Canada.
The only other one in Atlantic Cana-
da is in Moncton. The tower em-
ploys 12 air traffic controllers, while
the centre has 115 controllers, plus
50 flight service specialists, 10 ad-
ministrative staff, 40 technicians,
and 20 janitors and cc issionai

Gander. Towers have a visibility of
10 miles in ideal conditions, and, for
the most part, control ground move-
ments and landing clearances. On
good days they might control local
traffic.

Until a short time ago, air traffic
¢ were inted on a

short-term basis of one to three years:
at each airport and could be tra
ferred anywhere in Canada. But,
lowing deregulation, an increase
air traffic and the loss of many old

controllers, the situation has
changed dramatically. The gove
ment now is training controllers
fast as it can to fill a rash of va
cies. The result has been that cul
vacancies are being filled
American-trained controllers

available. Even then, there may still
be vacancies.

““One problem is that it still ta
two years to train an air traffic
troller and the success rate may
only 15%,” Frank notes. “‘Even &
50% success rate would
phenomenal. The training is g
but the aptitude tests are not. Son
one might complete the training and
quit the first day of operation. It
very demanding work and e
people are unable to handle the
pressure.”

Frank, who has a commercial
lot’s licence, too, says it’s easier
become a pilot than a controller.

“I took my pilot’s training after I
completed my air traffic controller
training and found it a lot easier,
he says. “I flew single-engined
aircraft—Cherokees, Cessnas, and.
fabric-winged Piper Colts.”

Learning to become a pilot is an
expensive proposition, but Frank
was part of a program that cut the
cost. He was a ground school in-
structor in the air cadet flying

““The flight service specialists are
the radio operators who communi-
cate with the aircraft out of VHF
range,”’ Frank explains. ‘‘When an
aircraft is 150 miles east of Gander,
it’s assigned to an operator who is
in touch by telephone with the air-
ports in Prestwick, Scotland, or
Shannon, Ireland. If you're an ocean
controller you never talk directly to
an aircraft, but if you’re a land con-
troller you may be talking to as many
as a dozen aircraft.

‘“We are the only centre in Cana-
da with a full oceanic section. Prest-
wick is comparable to Gander, but
their oceanic and land portions are
separate while ours are all in one
large room."”"

Aircraft landing at St. John's, Deer
Lake, Stephenville and St. Anthony
seldom talk to the airport controllers,
with everything done through

PP

initially as a
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The recently-modernized Co-op store in Gander

civilian and later as a commissioned
officer. The program was a great
start for students as it would have
cost several thousand dollars
without the scholarships.

“The enjoyment was in getting
the boys through exams because
there was quite a competition among,
the different squadrons,” Frank
comments. “‘Several boys were suc-
cessful in getting their pilot’s licence,

and some are in the Canadian Air
Force while others are pilots for
Canadian Airlines International.”’
Frank’s interests haven’t been
confined to flying. He was on the
board of the Gander Consumer Co-
operative Society Ltd. for 10 years,
and watched it grow from near
bankruptcy to prosperity. He was
then nominated as Newfoundland's
board director for Co-op Atlantic,

which has 10 directors from the four
Atlantic provinces and the Magda-
len Islands. He's now finishing the
second year of his first three-year
term.

He’s also a director of the Cana-
dian Co-operative Association,
through which he’s learned much
more about co-ops in less than a
year. The movement is healthy in
Newfoundland, he suggests, with
several consumer co-operatives, the
fisheries co-operative on Fogo Is-
land, and three farmers’
co-operatives.

“The St. Anthony’s co-op has
turned around, as has that in Grand
Falls, a new co-op has opened at
Meadows in the Bay of Islands, and
a new consumers co-op is being
talked about for Fogo Island,”* Frank
points out. ‘“Most co-op stores are
open to all shoppers and help keep
prices down. Those in Stephenville
and Baie Verte, however, are
member-owned where direct charg-
ing and membership fees pay over-
heads. Gander is also the site of the
Atlantic distribution centre, and we

Hans Larsen

Teaching people to fly right

‘A year ago, | saw Heather Yet-
man talking about the Gander Alter-
native Measures Program (AMP) on
Channel 9, the local community
service channel. It sounded like a
good idea to me, so I went to the
next meeting. | was the only one
there,”” says Hans Larsen. He was
thanked for his time but Heather
told him the group was going to
throw in the towel because no one
seemed interested in volunteering to
help young people in trouble. Hans
didn’t think that was a good enough
reason.

He convinced Heather, who was
in charge of the program at the time,
to give him a few days. He cajoled,
h d and coaxed ct kers at
the air traffic control centre where he
is training supervisor with the
Gander Regional Air Traffic Services
School. Fourteen showed up for the
next meeting, and within a year,
there were 28 volunteers.

The organization became his
cause, although he admits he’s not
sure why. ““My two girls were grow-

supply all the stores in
Newfoundland.” N
Hans Larsen,

training supervisor
with the Gander
Regional Air Traffic
Services School and
volunteer
extraordinaire.
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ing up, so | was probably looking for
something to fill their space. And I
guess 1 relate to kids—I used to be
in a band and I ride motorcycles, and
I wanted to be part of this program.”

Hans moved to Gander from
Moncton 25 years ago to work as an
air traffic controller with the depart-
ment of transport, and with the
move, found his real home. When
it was time to give something back,
the AMP seemed the right way to go
about it.

The organization began when it
became widely acknowledged in the
1960s that the Canadian criminal
justice system was unable to deal
fairly and constructively with young
offenders.

Experimentation into what were
called ““diversion programs’ was
started. By the late 1970s, a number
of programs were instituted in New-
foundland, the largest of which was
a three-year demonstration project in
St. John’s. There are seven autho-
rized alternative measures programs

g now in
and Labrador, with several others in
the planning stages. Together, they
will divert some 700 cases from for-
mal prosecution each year, with a
90-95% success rate.

The organization’s goal is to
reduce the amount of contact young
people have with the courts by put-
ting them face-to-face with the vic-
tims of their crimes. This helps them
to accept responsibility for their ac-
tions and ultimately face a more ap-
propriate punishment,

““At the second meeting, the
group asked me to be chairman. |
had absolutely no idea of what was
involved as far as the courts were
concerned, but I got a rapid self-
education. We ended up with a pret-
ty committed bunch of people.”

Social services workers and RCMP
officers offered their time and exper-
tise to help train the new volunteers.
At first, they gave a one-day course,
where the participants used role
playing to learn how victims and
offenders might relate to each other.

The first step in helping the young
offenders, Hans explains, is to deter-
mine whether they‘re eligible for the
program. ““We only take first-time
offenders between the ages of 12 and
18. If the RCMP has enough evi-
dence to lay a charge and prosecute,
they will ask the person if he wants
to go through the AMP. If he agrees,
we ask him some questions to find

Hans points out just one of the dozens of aircraft tracked by the oceanic simu:

lator at the air traffic

" training centre. Each white strip gives the

controllers’
tude, air speed and position of a different plane.

The domestic simulator keeps track of aircraft close to home, while the oc:
simulator watches those heading towards Newfoundland from Europe.

out if he’s willing to take responsi-
bility for his actions.”

The young person has the right to
legal counsel and can turn down the
program, although that means
navigating the legal maze through
court and possibly a much harsher
sentence from a judge.

““The Crown prosecutor reviews
the case to make sure it’s under the
guidelines of the young offenders
act, and if so, sends it back to the
RCMP, who bring it to us,” Hans ex-
plains. ““Our mediation committee
under Brian Rafuse examines the

Violent crimes, for example,
won'’t touch, or thefts over a certa
amount. Also, it must be a su
conviction."

offence, and a provincial court jul
has full jurisdiction over the c:
These are not serious offences,
which might include break and ente
or assault.) '
The victim and the offender n
“on neutral ground” in the
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centre, with the mediator trying to
initiate discussion. ‘‘Some situations
are difficult for the victim,”” says Lar-
sen. 'In the case of a young fellow
who has made obscene phone calls
to an elderly woman, for example,
and she’s scared and doesn’t want
to participate, we appoint a sur-
rogate victim, The victim is never ob-
ligated to talk to the offender. Some-
times the young person just clams
up and the victim will get vicious,
but we try to get conversation going
between the two.”

First when the program started
out, the group rented space above a
trophy shop but they couldn’t afford
the rent. “We had $22 in the bank
account, so I went to the town coun-
cil. Sandra Kelly, the deputy mayor,
suggested the Kin Centre. It used to
be a youth centre but got a rough
name and it was closed down,”
Hans recalls. From May 1988 to April
1989, the Gander group handled 12
cases. From July 1989 to February
1990, they looked at 30 cases, and ex-
pect to have an average of 100 cases
a year.

Guiding the planes to Gander
- o,

The Air N System Op lex is one of just seven
of its kind in Canada. It is the air traffic u‘m!rol centre for the eastern
region of the country and for aircraft crossing the Atlantic.

The centre combines both domestic and oceanic sections, unlike any
other in the country, and houses the air traffic controllers” school in the
same building.

Huge p in 11}

rooms monitor

in the org

has meant hours of work for Hans,
and his share of frustration trying to
wring money from government
coffers. He says he was never really
a joiner, although letters of thanks
and certificates on his wall at work
from groups such as the Boy Scouts,
the Multiple Sclerosis Society and
the Ride for Sight tell a different sto-
ry. His gruff exterior is a poor dis-
guise, particularly when he admits
that besides the benefits to the
youngsters he helps, what he values
most is their friendship. N

ds of aircraft in flying patterns that look more like abstract draw-
ings than highly accurate tracking diagrams. Men and sometimes one
or two women sit in a dimly lit room, their eyes glued to radar displays,
while they talk by phone to people in Europe doing the same thing. They
take over mapping the path of the planes as they approach Newfound-
land and give pilots instructions where necessary. If they had to, the
controllers could guide all the planes landing here, since the towers at
| are responsible for aircraft only when they are quite

Upstairs, people train on oceanic and domestic simulators. Training
supervisor Hans Larsen develops and designs much of the program. A
whole new batch of equipment is due this spring to replace some of the
out-of-date maps and screens, but budding controllers put in plenty of
time watching the real thing before they're given any responsibility.

Run by Transport Canada with a staff of more than 200 the centre is
one of Gander’s major employers,

Lawrence Lachapelle

The competitive edge

Gander airport is in a unique sit-
uation with no scheduled interna-
tional flights but a mix of domestic

diff fuelli

ous U.S. states and to overseas

corpc

airline-sized aircraft, apart from the
many smaller corporate aircraft, such

commercial flights, and i ional

traffic is so lhere's alot of

refuelling and technical maintenance
flights. One might think this would
ensure Gander airport a continuing
share of the market without the need
to advertise, but, according to its

competition for it,”" he says. “We
compete directly with p]ams like
Shannon, lreland and Bangor,
Maine; so you need an edge in terms
of location, services and price. It's
u-npnr!am to keep a check on any

general manager, Lawrence
Lachapelle, there’s ition for
the traffic.

“While it’s true we've had 140

ges we have or
don't have.”
This means annual visits to vari-

countries. Each airport has strengths
Gander might not have, and Larry
says it’s important to know what
they are.

““There’s no guarantee the traffic
will continue,”” he points out, ““it
could evaporate overnight. All air-
ports are looking for market niches,
and our location serves us well in
terms of long-range aircraft.
Although air traffic control is
separate from the airport itself, it is
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one of the strong features for the
airlines and a real asset to the air-
port. The tower is directly responsi-
ble for bringing the aircraft into the
airport itself, while the air traffic con-
trol centre controls oceanic traffic.
We don't have a large local popula-
tion, so we’ve had to rely on trans-
atlantic traffic.”

This has always been a feature of
Gander, which was established to
promote trans-oceanic travel. Sched-
uled international flights now land
at St. John’s, but Gander continues
to be the airport used by the TOPS
(Trans-Oceanic Plane Stops) traffic.

“*Our TOPS traffic increased 26%
in 1989 with just under 47,000 land-
ings of aircraft over 40,000 kilo-
grams,’’ Larry reports. ““That’s the
best year on record, and the indica-
tion is that traffic will continue to in-
crease. Aircraft come from both
directions, although the prevailing
winds mean that most flights that do
land are westbound. Flights from
Europe to Cuba would almost al-
ways require a refuelling stop, so the
traffic is dominated by Aeroflot and
Cubana.”

These flights have recently
brought a flood of people from
Eastern Europe to Gander disem-
barking to seek refugee or immigrant
status in Canada. One of the reasons
is the TOPS program itself. Because
their trips are not ostensibly for
tourist or immigration purposes,
fewer documentation requirements
had existed. Most of those who have
left aircraft in the past have, indeed,

Lawrence Lachapelle

been technical staff on their way to
Cuba and not what might be termed
refugees.

The latest influx has been mainly
residents of countries with political
changes, Bulgaria for instance, and
has included families and non-
technical individuals. As a result,
numbers have increased to a point
where Aeroflot has agreed to limit
fare-paying passengers from coun-
tries other than the USSR on flights
to Cuba. This should not, however,
affect the level of flights, but it may
ease the strain on airport and com-
munity services.

“‘Gander airport is just a reception
area for anyone leaving flights,” Lar-
ry explains. “‘This is where they re-

An American transport, one of the TOPS aircraft refuelling at Gander

main until the initial processing has
been done by the Department of
Immigration.

“The biggest news is that the
Canadian and USSR governments:
have renegotiated the air service
agreement,’’ Larry adds. ““Russia
and Cuban flights will be truly inte
national, which is already true fi
Shannon airport in Ireland. An
agreement was reached in Noven
ber 1989 to allow scheduled commer=
cial flights, which we expect to see
started in the spring. It's something
we look forward to."’

Gander has already been visited
by some of the largest aircraft in thy
world.

““We’ve had the Concorde heré
several times—I've seen it myself
four times last year,’’ Larry notes.
“We've also accommodated the lar=
gest aircraft in the world, the Russi=
an AN 225. Boeing 747 aircraft alsol
make occasional stops. We're fully
capable of handling the largest air=
craft. The only change we have to8
make is to arrange for larger aircrafts
to park at a location to minimize
blockage. We have 35,000 to 40,000
takeoffs every year and activity
varies from day to day.”

Most of Gander’s domestic flights
are concentrated into the early morm=t
ing, lunchtime, early evening ands
late nighttime periods, but interna=3
tional flights can arrive 24 hours @
day.

“There has been some increase il
the domestic market,” Larry reportss
*Air Nova is operating jet service ifl
addition to Dash 8 propeller aircrafty
and Air Atlantic is expected to fol=
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low. The market is quite well served
and we're hoping for some addition-
al traffic.”

In the early days of the airport, lo-
cal people were able to have access
to parts of the building. Increased
security brought restrictions, but
Larry explains efforts to provide op-
portunities to use the airport as a lo-
cal resource are under consideration

“We're looking at ways to bring
back that Sunday outing opportuni-

y,”” he notes. “The Chamber of
Commerce has been actively pursu-
ing the idea of an observation area.
When the selected area becomes
available, we're hoping to have it de-
veloped. People can now park on
the far side of the airport, and, with
the removal of Hangar 13, we're
hoping to have a more comfortable
outdoor viewing area.”’

Larry came from Calgary just a
year ago. His wife, Brie, is a phys-
iotherapist and has re-established an
existing practice in Gander. Their
son, Connor, is just two years old.

‘“There are always surprises mov-
ing from one airport to another, and
every airport is different,”” Larry ac-
knowledges. ‘‘Differences make the
job interesting and challenging, and
1 find I'm constantly learning. That’s
what makes the job rewarding.”’

The Newfoundland lifestyle has
proved to be very different from
what the Lachapelles experienced in
Alberta.

“A snowblower certainly wasn't
on my shopping list, but it is now,”
Larry quips. “I've done more
shovelling of snow than in 10
winters in Calgary. The combination
of snow, rain and freezing tempera-
tures is hard to take, We've been
more conservative on travel and I'm
very wary of moose.

“The town is well equipped, even
though there aren’t the choices we
had in Calgary, and | had to give up
some Calgary Flames season tickets.

-
A snow-blower in action in Gander — it rates high on Larry’s Christmas wish list.

22: Gander International Airport's terminal until 1958. (Photo counosy

angar
of Still and Moving Images
Labrador)

There are a number of other things
1 miss, but you learn to utilize what's
available. It's not like | have a short-
age of things to do. | take part in old-
timers’ hockey, and we do some

Archives of

cross-country skiing when condi-
tions allow. I'm also involved with
the Chamber of Commerce, the Avi-
ation Museum, and the Gander and
District Hospital Board.” N

Doug Sheppard

Plenty of charisma

Gander mayor Doug Sheppard
doesn’t have to look for things to
keep him occupied, although his be-
ing semi-retired means he can spend
his days at the town hall. He says
there’s plenty of work, since, in
Gander, ““Every day, it's something
new."”

Now in his fourth and, as he says,
his last term, he’s approaching
retirement age and has reduced his
own business commitments to some
work in the insurance field, leaving
most of his time for civic duties. He
now says he’s ready to relmquxsh
what has become a time-

pursuit, one he seemed to stumble
into.

“‘Back in 1969, the mayor of the
day, Royal Cooper, a former fighter
pilot, asked me to run for council. I'd
been president of the Chamber of
Commerre and mvolved in other

i and he
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