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from the editor
This issue is somewhat n:minis..:l·nt of the past with

our coverage of the Capt.' Shore \\hl're, in some wa~'s.

things seem relatively unchanged. This le.1ds me to
look back on my days here at the maga,tine. \Vhile it
began as .1 free publication, today we only h.1ve paid
subscriptions. This means our overriding concern, has
had to Ix> costs and how to keep them under control;
hem:e, our latest riSt-' in sub~riptiun rates. But one cost­
cutting measure I still have to be convinced of, is our
&elf-imposl..'<! switch to \\ ord processing and its atten­
dant problems, And therein lie.. the rub.

Way back when (wa<o it just five years ago?) before
weacquin..>d "ord pnxe..sur... \\1;' knew that once copy
was in mint condition it \\ lluld be delivered by hand
to the printer safe and wund. unaltered bv any un­
toward gremlins.

\-"'hile I'm writing this, for e",ample, I'm in constant
fear that my printer will start shril'king its "power
default" rnt."'sage. And \\e ha\l'n't even begun the ac­
tual production part \\ here we a.."'t'mble all copy on
floppy diskettes (which it's fondly to be hoped have
no "damaged <;edors"), transmit itl'lectronKaily to the
main computer on campus to be converted to the stage

it can be transmitted to thl' IIl'rald offices for paste­
up. So many things can and have gone wrong, and
I'm not talking a mere slip of thl' pen, although there's
always that, too.

Trouble is, I'm just a writer and editor. Noone ever
warned me I'd have to enter the wurld of bauds, blips,
codes, glitches, power surges, ram drives, etc, Why,
I thuught I was brilliant when I learned to touch type
on a IIIQIIIIQ/type\vriter.

With the Meech Lake Accord, the fishery on the
brink of disaster, and the revelations of the Justice sys­
tem undl..·r the Hughes Inquiry, uur problems seem
minor. but sometimes I can't help longing for a sim­
pler lime. After all, I come frum an era when universi­
ty residence rooms not only hdd no keys, they had no
locks.

Finally. many of you have ordered back copies of
De<ks Aw~sh- they're Ii~ted again on page ·n. Until
ne'\! time. when we'll be in the Po" au Port area
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history
the Cape Shore

The Cap' Short, IS U~U.lI1V considered to excludl:'
Point VerdI' {In PlaCt.'ntia Bav but include Point Lance
and Branlh un l)t Mdr}' s Bay rhe area was settled
mainly by pt.'Ople from Irdand. most of whom origi­
nated from an area \\Ithm a 4O-mile radius of Water­
ford, induding the S{luthern parts of Kilkenny. Tip­
perarv and Cork Bt.>t\H'Cn 17KO and 1820, many went

The trees on the Cape Shore all look like they've had brush
cuts. They seem to lean to one side because of the con...
tant buffeting of the wind,

to PI,wmtia and the South<:'Tn. Shore, ...... here the first
Roman Catholic priest w.\s active in the 1770s.

As John t>.1anniun H'purts, pt.'rmanent settlement was
not a priority, In 1794. f~lur ml'n were shipwrecked on
Cape St, M'lry"s. rhey wandl.'red along the coast for
four d'l)'S without seeing a settlement. The first indi­
cation of I-X'rmanl.'nt St'Ulcmcnt was in 1802, when John
Skerry I-X'titionl'd for land in Ship Cove, 10 miles south
of PI,lCenti,l. G~'neollo~il.'al d,lta suggest a few im­
migrant Irish folmili~'S ,t>ttkd on the Cape Shore be­
fore 1810. initi.1ting .1 trickle of immigration that en·
dured until the 1,lt~ 1830s. As mam' as 24,0CXI arrived
from Irel,md 10 the 20 Years from'1811 to 1830.

By then, a \\.It rford 'mt'rlhant family, represented
by Ronald S" eetman, cnntwllt'd the Placentia fishing
trade and annually transported hundreds of Irishmen,
some of" hom tayed on during the winter to cut tim­
ber for boat budding Local folk tradition on the Cape
Shore ass('rts m t Inshmen who first settled there
fished for 5"l"etman and w0rked as winter men. Set-

Sheep and gannets mix at Cllpe St. Mary's.
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Animela on the eap. Shore have no fear of people on CII,..,
and o"en wander where they please.

tlement followed ..... hen S""eetman realized that his
trips back to Waterford for produce could be negated
by encouraging his men to o:;eltle and farm the area to
the south

Thirty·four families settled on the Cape Shore and
established farms. Up to 12 resulted from marriages
of immigrant Irish men to l\:e\\foundland Irish girls,
most from Placentia to the Cape Shore, Of these 34
families. five had children between 1600 and 1810.

Family tradition has men from We'\ford. Waterford
and TipPerary liVing in the area, and surnames show
origins in the southeast comer of Ireland \.... ith family
heads from Wexford, Waterford. Tipperary, Kilkenny
and Limerick

The southern parts of the Shore otfered considera­
ble amounts of agricultural land. based upon the soft
red shales which outcrop in the area. Farmers on the
Cape Shore wert" too distant to sell to St. John's year

A group of blaek·~ kittiwakes (tickleaces) on their
nests at Cape SI. Mary's.

round, but cattle were driven there eadl faD to be sold.
Butter and beef were also sold in PlacentIa.

The mainstay was the cod fishery. concentrated on
the grounds just off the extreme southern headlands.
This provided the focus of actiVIty of 5t Bride's.
Branch. and Point Lance as" ell as some of the smaller
settlements along the Placentia Bay coast The flshery
started in all communities, except Branch where It was
already important 10 the mid-l800s

In 1836. 54 families were recorded along the Cape
Shore, when about half were second generahon resi­
dents. In the 5O-mile stretch from POInt Verde to
Branch, there were no non-Irish settlers and, apart
from 30 English inhabitants in Placentia. the entire
shoreline from Long Harbour to Trepassev was exclu-
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sl\elv settled by the Insh The) lived in a dispt'T..;ed
patt~m no more than two familie .. imtially occupying
a cm·e except at 51. Bridt,'s.

Sacred Ileart Roman Catholic Parish, established
arllund 1850, includes Ship Cove, Patrick's Cove, An­
gel's Cove. CU")l;'lt. St. Bride's. Branch and P(lint
LaI"l('C. Betv. een 1850 and ]893, there \\ en~ at least three
pnests Father Whelan Mound 1R72 Father 1m m and
Fath r Condon. Great and Little Bolras\\ av and Pomt
Verde were part of the Placentia Pari ...h .

Following the 1851 Education Act, a petition with
55 signatures was ren'ived from John English and
others of Branch. Golden Bav, Lear's Cove, Gull's
Cove, Point Lance and distri~t. It renected concern
among Roman Catholics that funding for schools of
other denominations would reduce funds available to
rural Roman Cathohc $Chools MO!>t priests stayed ani)'
for short periods, but Father R)'an served the parish
from 1918 to 1932, and Father Lawlor from 1953 to 1961.

Ambmse Shea of St. John's made his debut as the
Liberal MHA for the district of Placentia-51. Mary's in
1848. lIe strongly supported respun<;ible government,

Point Verde
The fust settlers were John Green and his brother

Robert around 1775 wht.'n they were listed on a militia
roiL Robert Grl.'en was living in the Placentia district
in 1-744. In 180:\, the Green(e) family acquired the
peninsula of Puint Verde from Saunders & Sweetman
of PlacentIa.

John Cfl"('n, born in 1821, married Ana<;tasia Walsh,
born in 18,)(), and they had 13children. Sixof the 'K)ns
mO\t'd to Boston, but three remained 'ed, Albert and
Wilham. Two daughters married and moved to
Southeast Placentia, one m,uried a German, and Caro­
line married a local man and stayed. William had six
children but only twu sons, John and Tom, remained
in Point Verde.·Most of thl' men sailed on banking
schooners out of Placentia from April to October. Be­
fore 1850 there was a gut leading Into Point Verde
Pond and fisherTlllm had fishing stores along it,;; shore
",'hen 'he gut filled in, the stores \\ ere moved to the
beach northeast of the bar

Tom Green married Anne Mari~Carroll in 1866, and
fished with his brother John. They fi ..hcd herring in

Point Verde (lee Wulff air pnoto, courte.V Stili and Mov­
Ing lmegea, Provincial Archives 01 Newfoundland and
~~.

denominahnnal educati '" and frt."t' trade with the Unit.
ed States, both pt'rsonally and in the family
n~wspaper. The !\'ewf(lundJ.mdt'r. Shea also opposed
the granting of fishing rights to foreign countries. He
pre<;ented many petitions for grants for roads, bridges,
breakwaters, schools, tt'acher salaries, etc, and was
also instrumental in e"tl'nding smallpox vaccinations
to all outport communitil'S.

In the earh' 19(Xb, more familic.'..; turned to the fish­
ery which h~d always been a feolture of the Colpe St.
Mary's area. Its collapse in the Great Dcprcsfoiion meant
a change in emphasis. With the t>ntry of the United
States into the Second World War in 1941, must smaD
~ttlements on the Shure became less dependent on
the resource industrit's, and lookt"d to Argentia f{lr em­
ployment. In r('(ent )l'ars. the fishery, farming, and
transportation have provided work, but unemploy_
ment has~n high. eSpe<ially fur tho~ 15 to 24 years
old. Recent attempts to encourag(' tourism are based
on the most accessible seabird colony in North America
at Cape St. Mary's "

-

. ~~- . ~ ~;;~{f~::>~~:- .. .:. -"~." "'" .
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Point Verde lighthouse.

May, capelin in June and cod until September, selling
their catch to Placentia merchants

The first settlers lived around Pen Meadow on the
Placentia road, later built homes bv the pond on the
road to Glen's Cove whert~ then' were ~~mi1ls, but
moved back to the original area Point Verde was c0­

vered with tuckamore (stunted evergreen tret>s) which
was cleared by hand. Pigs were u"Cd to clear stumps
Root cellars were common in the community. wood
was cut along the Little Barasway Riv(.·r and carted out
after the first snow. Fences with five "Iongers' were
common after 1850 and manure and cdpeHn were used
to fertilize the land Fishing was nevel' on a cnmmel'­
cia] basis, but !ob<;ter, cod, herring, cnpelin, and salmon
were caught for personal use

Both Laurence Barron and Edward Brm... ne were lilt­
ed for Placentia in the 1700s, but no other familiel
represented today were listed for the district before
1871. Men in the community married women tn.
Branch, Big Barasway, Dunville Red Island and s.r
Haven. Point Verd(e) had an 1874 population of 131
in 26 families. including one from England, five froaI
Ireland, and one from the ColoOle5 The 3J fi..henneD
had 10 boats and landed 994 qumtals of cod, and one
boat left tor the seal fishery with a crew of four. The
three farmers had 158 sheep on 120 acres, and
produced 40 buoshels of (lats and 15 bushels of wheat
and barley.



By UNI the population had increased to 161 with
44 fisherml'n·(arml'r.. , two farmer .. , a teacher and a
gOVl'rnment offici.,!. II.llt the .1f1 'hildren were in
Sl:hl)(JI, T\\o dl"Cilde.. l.1tl'r. in 1911, there were 227 rt'si­
dent.. in 29 f.1milil's. Thl' .16ti ..hl·rmen-farmers landed
cod \\orth 1'i,976. and 59 of thl' 73 children were in
the local schuol. hlm Grel'ne wa.. a B.., .. tlln trawler cap­
t.1in m the 1920...

The ~lpulationgrl'w 10212 by 1935. and 13 dories
and h\ 0 motnrbll.lf<; \l l'rl' u~d in the tj"ht.'Tv _There
"ere threl' bu ..ine"St.'~, 174 cultivated acres' held 35
hor~'" and pontes, 78 callie and 'i IS <;hl>t.>p, and 19.365
~alllln" of milk \\ere produced The light was manned
until the earlv Itn'l'k, \\ hen St.'wral farms \lere still be­
in~ \lorkt.>d ~

Little Barasway
Ek... ,lUS., th,'\ \\ ert.' tht, neare"t Capt.' Shore commu~

nitlc" to Placentia the Baril<;ways .....ere Iikch- the first
<;cttlt.'d to" S\\l't'tman'<; emploH"t"s. Jamt'., Folev, a lo­
cal ft.'Sldent. has catah~ued '>tlme early settlers in the
communih' Tht.' first. lri..hman Tom Foil'\-', nicknamed
Trauml)(Ir.., arrIVed on S\H"t"tman's \es~ls in the late
17005. He married ""'ellie Bot', al<;,o trom Ireland. and
her "i.. ter Kitty lCatherine), a spin<;,tcr, came .... ith them
Tom and 'ellil' Folev had four sons and two daugh­
ters: Tom, Jim, Patrick, Joe, Mickle, Marg and ·ellie.
Jim married Ro"e Tobin of Ship's Cove. Their children
were JIm, Joe, DllUg, Peter, Patri,k, Tom and Austin,
Agne", Esther, Ellen, Annie and Mary. Patrick mar·
ried Mary Devere.lUx of Harbour Main, Mickle mar-

ltttle Beruwey Cemetery.
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A typlcel Point Verde view.

One of the three remaining homes in Little Banaswey.

Double-crested Cormorents gather at the nesting colony
near Little Beraswey.

Tied Lena Murphy of Argentia, Nellie married Nick
Metcalf, and Marg married Patrick O'Keefe of Big
Barasway. Another family came soon after the Foleys.
Tommy Doyle and his wife AlIce Fewer operated a
farm but did not remam in the community.

The <>eUlement appeared in census documents un­
der various spellings, including Little Barrisway and
Little Barachoix. The combined 1845 population of lit­
tle and Great Barasway was 27 in <>everal fishing fami­
lies. By 1874, tht.'ft., "ere 34 in eIght families, includ­
mg four from Ireland The five fishermen landed 175
quintals of cod, and four farmers had 34 acres. In 1891,
it had Just 29 reSIdents, mcludmg one from Ireland
The fi .. e fishermen·farmers landed 3R quintals of cod
worth 5160.• 'onl." of the 13 children was in school.

B) 1911. the population was 40 in six families. The
four fisht>rmen·fanners landed: 60 quintals of cod worth
$315, There were also three farmers. The local teacher
had 13 of lS children in s<hoot 36 residents of four
families operated SIX dones and farmed 12 acres of
land. George O'Keefe mo\ro to the community in the
earl) 1%05. and his is one Ilf -hree resident families
loday_ ~
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Big Barasway
This settlement began in the mid-1800s, although the

first census mention .....as with Little Baraswav in 1874
The community name has been spelled various ways,
including Creat Barrisway and Big Barachoix Paddy
O'Keefe is said to have been the first seuler, with his
son. Tom, the first child born in the early 18005. The
seventh generation now lives in the community

A sawmill was built bv a Mr. Bradshaw who <;,old
his timber to Sweetman'sfor ~hipment back to Ireland
in vessels built by him and a Mr. Metcalf(e), who oper­
ated the local lobster factory. The settlement remained
about the same size throughout the IBOOs and early
1900s. In 1891. there were 30 re... idents, and four
fishennen-fanners landed 91 quintals of cod worth
S383. Salmon was reputed to be common in Big

BIg 8llruway (Lee Wulff air photo, courtesy Still and Mov­
Ing Im.ge., Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and
Labrador),

Ship Cove
The first settler, John Skerry, arrived in 1794 from

Blackwater, County Waterford, with his wife Alice and
two young daughters, Alice and Catherine. The Sker­
rys' two-storey house was built on a level piece of land
by a stream. Catherine later married James Brennan
from Fadown, Ireland, and rai<;ed eight daughters and
three sons. while Alice married Patrick Tobin from
Wexford and raised five daughters and three sons
James Brennan's house was by his sawmill along the
river, and Patrick Tobin's house was in the "Outheast
comer of the community.

- ~ ....:".
'.

..-
SHpCove v....

Baraswa) Ri\er and the ..ettlemcnt was al<;o In
for its bed and d.lin' cattle

McAlpine s Om-dory 1904 Ii...tcd John Grand
(Grant), and three generatloM of the O'Keefe fam
, 'ed O'}.;.I..-efe'g house was bUilt around 1H70, and
built a new (Ine In 1'HO Tht' house \"0 as by the h
way until the road was rewuted through his fields
1976, Fox, otter. mu<;krat. beaver and rabbit skins
sold in 5t. John's. Fishin~ slartt."<i in May and las
until August wht>n farmin~ took over..

In 1911, the pupulation h.ld Incre.l~d to 43 in fi
familil's_ Four fj<;hermen-Iarmers had <;even boats
landed ~50 quintals wllrth S1,R7b. There were also threl
farmers. a lumbt'rman and one other family. Tht' I
teacher had 12 of 14 children in school

The first wnuetl' bridge on the Cape Shure was
structed in 1928, and in 1935, there were 37 residentl
in six families with 18 acres farmed. Today,
Barasway remain!> largely unchanged with a han
of O'Keefe families

In 1874, Ship Cove had a population of 23 in two
families. including one from Ireland. The nine fish
men landed 260 quintals of cod. and one farmll'
produced 9OCllbs, of butter. By 1891, 5e\'en famillt.-s hid
just 25 members who landed 251 quintals of oxl worth
51,070, but the wttlement'! main period of prosperity'
wa just get ling under way

By 1900. the population had nsen to 52, and McA1­
pine's Dirt>ctllrr. 19().1 hsts Michael and James Bren­
nan, and two generatIOns uf the Tobin family as resi­
dents. None of tht' 13 children was in school in 1891
but this situahon had changed by 1911. when 15 of the
19 children were in the school built by Father Renouf



in 1909, Mary Lundri/o;.ln wa!> the tirst teacher, followed
bv Caroline Brel,n.ln, w hn had been teaching at Point
Unce at the age of 14 She had 22 children in the Ship
Cove school, which W.1'o hJrl1 duwn in 1976. Iler hus­
bdnd was a local iisherrn,ln.

Ship Cove wa .. a thriving fi"hing community. The
50 residents 0\\ ned a 2H-ton S(hooner and nine boats,
and landed AA4 quintals lit cod \\orth $4.537. John
Snares and Je.."", Ma ..t('r.... from \)\"a 'Xotia, operat­
ed it lob..tl·r canning fdctory in the earh" 19lXJs. There
\\ere also hH) farml"r,:> 8~ 1935, the ~Jpulation had
incrNo.;ed ...Iightl" tll 6tl In 12 folmilie ... with 11 dories
and four ml..ltorlxklts. The 4Q acres supported 10 horses
and 30 cattle. Therl" \\t~rl' also t'AO factOrlcs, and blue­
berrie.... partridgd1t"rri~ and <':ran berries were colll."Ct­
ed on the barrens. Thl' flr..t bridge 'A as buill in 1937

The communit) n('wr h.ld mort" than 60 or 70 reo­
pl•. Ind was I.-u-r;dy ab.lndoned in thl'late 1960s as reo-

Gooseberry Cove
Thi community was fir..t \o..mu\ n as GOll~rT)'and

was mentioned in ArchbiShop f1mdey's ewfound·
land 'ame-Lllre

I"\ext com~ ... Gooseberry. called no doubt
for the provident·c of th~ \\' i1d fruit which
grow numerously in certain parts of
f\ewfoundland

Bill. Tom and Jim Doylt' .1rrived from Ireland around
1840, with Tom on the south side and his two brothers
on the north side One family of 11 lived in the settle-

Nobody live. year round In Gooseberry Cove now
although the parte there I. well used. '
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pie moved to find work. About half the 1961 popula­
tion of 66 remained, but today just the Tobin family
is resident '1
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ment in 1874, and the three fishermen landed 300 quin­
tals of cod. Three farmers cultivated 23 acres and
produced 500 Ibs of butter and 75 bushels of oats. A
rainstorm in 1880 destroyed all the buildings on the
north side and swept a.....ay all the livestock except for
one pig. Help was received from neighboring settle­
ments, and a new house built for the o...lyles with lum­
ber from 5hip Cove.

The population had increased by only two in 1891
landing lust 100 quintals of cod worth S402. Goosebeny
reached its peak in the late If!CWJs and early 1900s. "hen
it had a school and several trapping, fishing and farm­
ing families . .\1cAlpint"s Olrt'Ctury, 14().J listed six fa-

Patrick's Cove
Most residents are named McGrath. Family tradi:­

tion states that Bartholome"" (Bartlev) McGrath settled
at Devil's Cove, the community~s original name,
around 1804. He later married Catherine Rvan from
North Harbour and raised four sons and thr~ daugh+
ters. Jeremy Magrath was listed for Placentia in 1794,
while James McGrath was gr.mted land at Little Placen­
tia in 1856, and both may ha\'e been relatives. Bartley
McGrath's daughteT'S married men from other commu­
nities and moved away but three ~ns, Paddv. Micil
and Bartley, remained. When a grandson, Patrick, was
born, the community's name was changed to Patrick's
Cove.

Other families living in the community arrived from
islands in Placentia Bay. Family tradition states that
Thomas Tobin from County Cork was one of the first
settlers of Red Island about 1815, and Patrick Judge was
listed for Isle Valen in 1871. McAlpine's Directory, 1904
listed Andrew Miller as the only resident who wasn't
a McGrath.

The 1874 population of 43 in six families included
two from Ireland. The 35 fishermen landed 1,340 quin­
tals of cod, and the three farmers had cleared 51 acres
and produced 1,600 lbs, of butter. The population was
78 by 1891, with 18 fishermen-farmers landing 810
qUintals of cod worth 53,426. The Church of 5t
Raphael was built in 1890, when the local teacher had
22 of the 30 children in school. A 1901 school census
listed the school at Patrick's Cow, and the 26 pupils,
formerly taught by EI~ie Power, were under the charge
of Minnie Lundrigan. A two-room school remained in
use until the regional school opened in St. Bride's in
1m.

The community had grown to 89 in 13 families by
1911, when 21 fishermen-farmers landed 1,060 quin­
tals of cod worth $6,330. The two teachers had 13 of
the 24 children in school, and one government official
lived in the community An orphan girl from 51. Pierre
was adopted by Dan Young in 1912 and later married
Patrick McGrath. In 1922, Tom McGrath was the first
person to own a car. He operated the first taxi servICe
between Branch and 51. John'S, a 1.2(}.mile joumey that
took a full day to complete

By 1935, there were 110 residents in 'ZJ families. and
the fishermen operated 22 dories and six motorboats.
The farmers u~ 63 acres for 11 horses and 41 cattle.
Plums and cherries, currants and gooseberries were
picked, and 171 furs were haded for $55.

milie'i. those of Mkhael Barron; John, James Sr., J
Ir., and William Dovle; and Jim Dalton.

Thert.> Wl're 21 in fi\"e families in 1911, fOur f
nwn I,mdl"l 260 quintals of cod worth 51,363, and
W,l" Ont' tarml'r. Bv 1935, the population fell to 1
thrt;'1;' lamilie.. "ith only one dory _The 14 acres
portl><! 21 cauk and 8R fur~ were sold for S34
Ddlton. \\ho mll\l><! to Patrick's Cove in 1958, was
last re"lIdl'nt

The tlpt'nin~ of a park close to the sandv be
the 1970s and the paving of the Cape Shore high
in the 19~ h<15 spurred some interest in tourism
the community ha.. only a few summer resid

Patrick C.ove lVC" as families moved from
communities in the 196050. and had 150 residentf
1%6. The Church of 51. Patrick is the oldest on
Cape Shore haVing been built to replace the orisiDII
church in 1926 and enlarged in 1961. One PatI'idt'i
Cove resident fished out of 5t. Bride's in the 196G1.
By 1m, 23 of the 28 families were still McGraths
remaining fishermen operated out of 5t. Bride'
many residents worked in Placentia and Argentia. Ben
Tobin operatl"S a body shop, there is some f
and foxes are also raised in the community.



Angel's Cove
Archbishop 1lowley desnilX'd Angle<; Cove (or An­

gels Cove) in his "I\:ewfoundland "ame-u.m~"

Each of these co\ es is p(·(.lpled by nc\\ fa­
milies. They live in ,10 almost p'cttriarchal

".'1: _=. .,-
-~ -

Coney's Road in Angel's Cove,

manner, and are ne.uly related to each
other, but in each WH', there Isone familv
\\hich gives the tone to the place. and the
head of which is honoured \\ith the nghts
and re"pe<:t.. of a qUJ.sl chief. Thu .. at An­
gels Co\t·, the Coffey.. prE'dominate Old
"eddy Cllff", (SKI is a famous charadCt" He
was ~ mi~hty hunter in his day

The Coffeys were first mentioned in 'ewfoundland
in 1708, but there \\',lS no mention (or the area until
the early 18(X}s, when Jame.. Coffey and hb family set­
tled and fished for SWCf?'tman's in Placentia. Another
early resident, James Follett of C1atice Harbour, oper­
ated as the merchant and married Coffey's daughter,
Ellen, who was known as one of the best midwives
on the Cape Shore, Their four sons and three daugh­
ters lived in Angel's Cove, and the family continued
to build schooners for the Cape Shore

John Manning, who still farms in Cuslett, can
remember seeing pigs being used by Clarence Coffey
to dig out roots. He still uses the method to clear a
SO-feet square plot each year

Until the 18705, farming was more important than
the fishery, but by 1874, there were 14 residents, in­
cluding three fishermen, and the cod fishl..'f)· gradual­
ly replaced farming. The lucal fishermen operated five
boats and landed 620 quintals of cod, while the single
fannl'r used 11 acres

Angel's eov•.

--------------
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By 1891, the population had reached 35 in nine fa­
milies, and the nine fishermen landed 345 quintals of
cod worth S1,472, McAlpine's Directory, 1904 listed
nine Coffee [sicl families, headed by David, Patrick,
James, Jeremiah, Michael, William, James Sr., George
and James Jr. The settlement continued to grow, al­
beit slowl\'. with 51 in 10 families bv 1911. The 11
fishermen"-farmers operated a 2>too' schooner and
eight boats, and landed 636 quintals worth $4,176.
There was also a merchant, and all 13 children were
In the school which was in Patnck Coffey's home. A
schoolhouse was built in the 1920s and was also used
as the local chapel.

In 1935, there were 74 in 13 families who operated
13 dories and four motorboats. Twenty-seven acres
.....ere farmed, there were 20 horses and ponies and 57
caule, and 66 furs \\ere traded for 521. The communi­
ty still had 60 residents m the 1960s, but many fami·
lies then left to live in other Cape Shore communities
and St John's. Some of the younger people are return·
ing. but there are now just a few year-round residents.

~

The Cape Shore hlghW.y .t Angel's Cove.
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Cuslett
Cuslett was first settled in the early 1800s by fisher­

men employed by Sweetman in Placentia, although the
spelling of its name varied over the years, including
Custolet and Custlett. Archbishop Howley provided
two more variations of the name, Custlet and Curslet.
Walter Mangan most likely settled around 1800 and
married a girl from Angel's Cove, He was granted the
first land at Cuslett in 1850. and the family later
changed its name to Manning. as Matthew Manning
was certainly farming by 1871. He was also the ances­
tor of the Mannions of adjoining communities.

Agriculture was important in the early 18005, with
cattle, pigs and sheep raised, and hay, potatoes and
oats the main crops. Land was cleared by hand a few
acres at a time. By 1857. there were two fishermen, but
farming was still the mainstay. After 1869, the fishery
became dominant. In 1874, the population was just 23
in four families, including one from Ireland. There were
two farmers on 16 acres, and three fishermen. who
landed 70 quintals of cod.

By 1891, the population had increased to 62. The 15
fishermen-farmers landed 422 quintals of cod worth
$1,792. The community had neither a church nor a
school. A lobster factory opened in the 1890s. In 1900,
the factory was run by an Englishman named Ferran.
Just 15 cases of lobster were packed that year, but there
were hundreds the next year

Th'e herring fishery added to cod landings. At that
time, McAlpine's Directory, 1904 listed Patrick Culle­
ton, Richard Connors, John, Peter and Thomas Coffee
{sic), Anthony, Philip. Joseph and Michael McGrath,
James and John Manning, William Trimlett, and Patrick
and Michael Vi(s)count as residents. The Morrissey fa­
mily were first mentioned in Newfoundland in 1n4,
but the first mention in the area is of Michael Morris­
sey of Placentia in 1871 with the family reaching Cus­
lett somewhat later.

By 1911, the population had grown to 80 in 20 fami­
lies. The 25 fishermen-farmers landed 514 quintals of
cod worth $3,084. There was also one farmer, and 11
of the 17 children were in the school built in 1901. Cus­
lett continued to grow slowly, and the 1935 popula­
tion was 108 in 25 families. Fishermen had 19 dories
and five motorboats, 61 acres supported 17 horses and
ponies, 76 cattle and 161 sheep, and 66 furs were sold
for $U1. By then, all 16 children were in school.

Walter Manning, a grandson of the original settler,
operated the largest retail business on the Cape Shore
until the early 1960s. A sawmiJI owned by Tom Jim
Coffey originated from iron salvaged from the wreck
of the PaJermerina in 1903 and operated into the
mid-1900s

Fanning provided a bonus to the fishery. Several
Ayrshire cows were brought to the area in the 19305.
The community has a 7,(0) acre regional pasture whK:h
opened in 1972. In 1977, 300 acres had been fertilized
and limed and divided up, and John Manning looked
after it. That year, lamhs from the pasture were sold
in St. Pierre at $1.55 a lb., and John Manning was train­
ing a border collie to help three assistants care for the
sheep.

The population dropped from 127 in 1961 to 114 in
1966, and four local fishermen fished out of St. Bride's.

Students started attendmg Fatima Central High
Bride's after 1969, but a primary school operated
community until the early 19805. A commuruty
was buUt on the site of the school in 1986. In the
19fKts, Department of Transport (DOn radar
Cuslett Lookout, was set up on the hillside north
the community to monitor tanker traffic in
Bay.
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DO YOU NEED TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT WORKERS' COMPENSATION?

Workers' Compensation is a no-Iault system which in­
sures employers and workers for on-the-job injuries.

II you need 10 know rTIOfe about the system, how it oper­
ates, the benellts, the regulations, etc., we can oHer
you a WIde selection of information

• Workers' compensation - An Overview - 28 page
booklel

• Information For Employers - 16-page booklel
• Workers' Handbook on Procedures, Benefits - 31

pages
• "It's Good BuSIness" - a pamphlet on r&­

hab,lItatlon
··Fishermen and Workers' Compensation" ­

pamphlet
• "Employers and Workers' Compensation" _

pamphlet
• Something to Know About WO/1(ers' CompensatK>tl

- pamphlet
• How to Request an Appeal or a Case Review
• Industry CtasslhcatlOn and Assessment Rates
• "If You Get Hun On The Job" - Poster

II you would like an Inlormahon Kit or quantitHts of in­
divldual publlcallons. contact any of our offICes

The name of St. Bride's is quite modem,
and was given from the titular Saint of the
Church of 5t. Bridgett. On more ancient
maps it was called La Stress, apparently a
French name \\-'hich bt.'Came corrupted into
Distrt.'ss. This name not being of pleasant
sound. was. as mt.'ntioned, superseded by
St. Bride's
The northern head of the bight of St. Bride's
is called Point La Perche. the name of a
town in a province in t\:ormandy_ It is from
there that the celebrated breed of horses
known as Percheroncome. Many of the ear­
Iy French emigrants to Canada and Acadia
came from there The fertile vallev of 5t.
Bride's mav have been named then for La
Belle , 'oTlT~andie.

Older people recalled a Costello family living in
Skiff's Brook ncar La 5tresSf' Cove. A man-of-war pur­
portedly stopped nearby and a father and son named
Costello went to meet it. They say the captain took the
son with him, but he returned later and took his whole
family back to England after they had cleared a great
deal of land, and fished and farmed. Another fishing
family was the Conways. John, known as Long John,
married Catherine Finn. Another early family, proba+
bly In the early 18CX)s, was John Connors, who was
married to Catherine Chanahan of Kilkenny 18()8..1863.
Conways lived on the far side and Doheys on the op­
posite side of the settlement. Disputes apparently arose
over cattle and a feud brewed in spite of the space be­
tween them

eon-_........St. John'.
n1-1000

hkel\' still in PlaClmtia. It is said a man-of+war went
ashore south (If St. Bride', at.1 place called Gun Point.
Traditll.ln slates one (Ir more cannons could be seen
there as late as the 1Q30s, The ship was supposedly
transporting unde... irables to Newfoundland.

Archbishop H(lWle\' described the origin of 51.
Bride's in his "Nl'wtoundland Name-Lore";

This i., the first sc!t1ement of importance on
the coast. It h,lS a church, school and pres­
bytery, ,lnd is the residence of the Priest of
the Parish. It possesses a fine tract of
agricultural land, and the people all have
numbers of sheep ,1nd catlle and the place
is famous for its excellent wool and butter

lobster pots in St. Bride s.

St. Bride's
The fir"t mentiun of 5t Bride's was by French fisher­

men whu rcil'rred tll it as L.a Stn'ss, which was cor­
rupted to Distn....... The 11,\IS Du,:hl'S,'; ot Cumberland,
a Ro\'all\d\'\' ..llxlP, was lost Sepl. 22, 1781. It proba­
bh- had a compll'ment 01 16 guns. some of which art'

St. 8nde'. view. WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION
of Newfoundland and l.8br8dor
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St. Bride~. whMf .In desperate need of repair. says fisher­
rMn Llr Ba"y.

One of the most famous legends concerning the Con­
ways, "The Black Stag", was related by James
McGrath in Kevin Major's Doryloads. In 1804 Thomas
Conway of Distress was on his way to Point Lance to
visit his father. An excellent shot, he fired three times
at a big black stag. He was sure he hit it, but the stag
just disappeared. He told his father the story, and his
father and mends ribbed him about missing the shot.
On the return trip, they found him at exactly the spot
he said he saw the det'r, dead on his catamaran, the
contents of his powder hom covering hi,; face. There
were no marks on him, and no tracks nearby, either

St. Bride'. Rom.n C.thollc cemetery.

animal or human. Tom's wido" went to Placentia
shortly after to have her child christened. She was ac­
companied by Tom's brother. 'ear where Tom died,
they were all found dead. All had met a shocking
death. They were wearing warm clothes and had food,
and were known to have left quite well. Tracks said
they met something that left no trace. The mystery has
never been explained.

Others living in the area in the early IBOOs include
the Barry, Oohey, Foley, Lake, l.undrigan (Londer­
gan), Murphy, White and YounK families. James Mur­
phy was granted land at Distress in 1857, but others
were not listed prior to 1871

The local school alwavs suffered from a lack of writ­
ing materials and books. The e.. rhest students used
sharp stones to write on slates, and the 1845 House
of Assembly Report commented

The school is kept by a Mr. Conway, a
fisherman advanced in yea~ but competent
to condud such a schrK'1, that his own
house is used temporarily as a school
house, but that the winter there are twenty­
seven children at school, the total number
being thirty-two and that they are bad off
for books, the teacher being obliged to use
birch rinds to make the letters on, as a sub­
stitute for books.

The situabon did not change at this and other schools
on the Cape Shore, but school inslX'Ctors commented
that the schools were well run con<,idering the poor
state of the buildings and lack of books and stationery.

Lear's Cove
Lear's Cove was settled some time before 1845,

the firsl time it appeared in census documents. At
that time, its population was 13 and farming was
the sole occupallon. Beef and dairy cattle. horses.
sheep and goals were all hsted for the commumty.
The first settler was John Fewer from Ireland, fol­
lowed by Jim Young. who mamed Mary Moores
and had four sons. Two of the sons John and Jim.
remained 10 Lear's Cove \\hJle Walter moved 10

Placentia and Robert to St. BTlde s When Jun
Moores died, hIS Widow roamed John Fewer. By
1874, there were 19 in three familteS two being from
Ireland. FlShlOg had replaced farming as the maln­
stay. The four ftshennen operated three boats and
landed 200qulnlals of cod. There was a farmer and
26 acres of land, and the cows yielded 600 Ibs. of
butter. The community never had mure than four
families. In 1891, the 16 residents landed 142 quin
tals of cod worth $509. and there was one farmer.
Two decades later. in 1911 there were 18 re51denlA
In four familaes The four fishennen-farmers had
four boats lind landed 345 qUintals of cod worth
$2,168, but by 1935 the commumty had Just 14 rei­
dents In two fiUJ'lilies Eight acres had been lII'l­

proved and 20 furs were sold for S35 A few people
continued to bve at Lear's Cove, but most chose to
move to 51. Bride s in the 1950s. Arthur Young. a
grandson of John Young. was the last to leave with
his wife Ida and nine children in 1961. He had raised
a flock of as many as 100 sheep in the community.
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Three older homes in St. Bride's.

A fatal accident (In March 12, 1863. \\',15 reported in
the April 6 edition uf The f\'l'l\foundliinder. Four men
from Distre..s Cove. John and William Folev, brothers,
and two others, "ere duck <;hooting, An a~'alancheof
snow buried William, and John was swept into the sea
and drowned. Peuple came from the community to
shovel the snow ,lnd di~overed William's body, and
john's I:xxty was rl.'Cowred from the sea four days later.

Bv 1848. Di..tres..s had the first school built in the area
The' first church was built independently around 1850
by local residents, \\ ith Father Edward Martin as the
first resident priest. The second church was built in
1903, and the third in 1956, which was renovated in
1984

In 1871, Lm:el/"s Din"l..-too'listed Distress as a fish­
ing settlement on the easi side at the entrance of

Sytv.st.r Murphy'. hOUle, St. Brld.'s.

Placentia Bay. Farming was carried on to some extent,
and mail was delivered on a fortnightly basis from
Placentia, 26 miles away by road. The population at
that time was 127, and family heads were m'o planters,
Richard Cummins and james Murphy; six farmers,
David 6edfor(d), john Connors, Edward Conway,
james Dohea, James Doyle, and Robert Young; and 11
fIshermen, John Sr.. Martin, Thomas Sr., and Thomas
Conway, joseph, Philip and Richard Dohea, Richard
English, Daniel Foley, Matthew Londergan and Patrick
Martin.

The 1874 census listed a population of 140 in 29 fa­
milies. Thirteen residents were from Ireland and one
from Scotland. The 79 fishermen had 22 boats and
landed 2,250 quintals of cod, and the 13 farmers had
203 cattle, 30 horses, 139 sheep and 113 swine on 200
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acres of land. Products included 60 bushels of oats and
5,460 lbs. 01 butter

By 1891, the population had increased to 256, includ­
ing four from Ireland. The 66 fi~hermen-farmers land­
ed cod worth S6.4=l4. The community also had a pd·
est, a teacher and a merchant, and 65 of the 122 chil­
dren were in school

McAlpine'" ,'\l'l\foundland Directory for 1894-1897
listed 55 famil\-" heads as fi ..hermen. Th~ most common
family names were Conway. with 18 families listed;
Foley, with nine families; and Lumegan, with seven
families. Other family heads were Michael Barren,
Walter Cummm Jaml's, Laurence and john Connors,
jame!'> Sr. Jame Jr. john and Thomas Doyle, Thomas
Downey William, Robert. Joseph and James Dohey.

Horse. and cattle roam the street In St. Bride's.

Thomas English, John Griffin, John Lang, Michel Ma­
honey, James and Sylvester Murphy, and John
Nowlan, Also listed were John and Walter Thomas,
John Troake, James and Robert Young. The Reverend
StephE'n O'Driscoll was listed as the parish priest,

The next directory in 1904 showed little change, but
the Reverend H.T. Renouf was the new priest, and
john Rogers and John Laing were also listed. A 1901
school census listed 843 in the district of SI. Bride's,
and three graded teachers were employed. Miss Ida
Hendrick taught school at St. Bride's from the autumn
of 1899 until April 1900. She resigned to "enter the
state matrimonial". }-Jer place was filled by Miss Agnes
Hartigan. Thert.' were 40 enrolled, with the average at·
tendance at 26,

A small increase in population was apparent by 1935,

A blim In St. Brid.·•.
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when there were 320 residents in 63 families. Fisher­
men operated 40 dories and five motorboats, and 171
acres supported 45 horses and ponies, 242 cattle and
269 sheep. A total of 34,650 gallons of milk and 5,685
lbs. of butter were produced, and 37 furs sold for $21
The community had a nursing centre and just one
radio.

Roger Tory Peterson described a visit in his book,
Wild America. published In 1955:

We arrived at 5t. Bride's as it was getting
dark. Kerosene lamps were being lit in the
homes that outlined the cove, and a smell
of fish hung about the wharves.

In the early 196Ck. the fishery in the area was re·
activated by Newfoundland Quick Freeze Limited
which began to truck fish to plants at Dildo and Wit­
less Bay, and in 1962, their fresh filleting and freezing
plant started operations at SI. Bride's. By the next year,
the plant employed about 180 people. Some 100 were
local residents, and the balance came from the north­
ern part of the shore near Placentia, and were accom­
modated in a company bunkhouse. There were 35 fish­
ing crews operating from 5t. Bride's, 12 of them on
company boats with six to eight men per crew. The
use of nylon gillnets was started in 1962, and surplus
fish was trucked to the plants at Dildo and Witless Bay.
The facilities at St. Bride's included an offal loader, and
ice-making machine, a filetting plant and storage ca­
pacity for two million Ibs. of fillets. The full produc­
tion, of the plant was sold to markets in Boston.

The population rose from 397 in 1961 to 465 in 1966.
Eleven families, comprising 78 people, arrived from
Branch, Point Lance, Oderin, Little Paradise and John's
Pond in the 1960s. Apart from the fishery, the U.S.
base at Argentia and the railroad were the major em­
ployers. The community was incorporated in 1971 with
Walter Manning as mayor.

A 1%3 community survey recommended that con·
tinued encouragement should be given to the fishplant,
which appeared to be making considerable strides in
the development of the area's fishery. In 1967, the plant
had a peak employment of 70 in mid-July and operat·
ed from mid-January to late September. The town's
progress was severely set back when the Newfound­
land Quick Freeze plant was destroyed by fire on July
4, 1968. At that time, it was estimated there were 88
families and 458 people dependent on the fishery.

The follOWing year, there were four~ to 35-ft. lon­
gliners. two from Little Harbour East and one each
hom Jerseyside and Placentia, operating out of Branch.

Cape St. Mary's
Cape 51. Mary's was knOlA'll to Basque mariners who

knew it as Cabo da tormenta (cape of storms). but it
soon became known by the late 1500s as Cabo de Sane·
ta Maria. The local summer and early fall cod fishery
was underway by the 18005, with most fishing vessels
coming hom 5t. Mary's Bay and Southern Shore com­
munities. The fishing grounds were considered the
richest fishing grounds in Newfoundland and gave rise
to the saying "Cape St. Mary's will pay for all". The
richest grounds are in the St. Mary's Keys four miles
south of the Cape.

The Newfoundland government built the first light-

Sacred He.rt Rom.n C.tholic Church, St. Bride's.

Of 37 trap ~kif('i using the harbor. 22 were locally
owned, four were from Cuslett. one from Point Lance,
one from Patrick's Cove, se\en from other Placentia
Bay communilil'S and two from Bay Bulls. Landings
in 1969 were hlKhest from gillnets in June and July,
and from handlines in August and September. Most
lobster was landed in June. The total value of all fish
landings was $101.239. !';ewfoundland Quick Freeze
trucked its fish to plant-. in Dildo and Witless Bay. and
Harbour Grace Fisheries Corporation Limited trucked
to its plants in Harbour Grace.

The fishermen's union first arrived in the area in
1975, after the plant had been rebuilt. The plant oper­
ated on a two-shift basis in 1977, when 51. Bride's
needed a new whart. At that time, 35 boats fished from
the community. The 51. Bride's plant was purchased
by Cape Pine Fisheries around 1981, The 1981 census
showed a population of 599 in 125 Roman Catholic fa·
milies. Male unemployment was 75%, but female un­
employment was just 18%. Of 175 men in the work·
force. 65 were in primary industries, 35 in processing,
and 30 in construction trades. Of 110 women in the
workforce, 50 were in processing, and 20 in teaching
and clerical work.

The first public library on the Cape Shore officially
opened November 14,1973, in St. Bride's, bringing the
number of public libraries in Newfoundland to 83. It
serves Branch, Patrick's Cove, Angel's Cove and Cus­
leU and was built by Newfoundland Public Libraries
Board with a $19,800 LIP grant and a donation from
the Presentation Congregation. The first librarian was
Mrs. Eileen Coffey. and the library was dedicated by
parish priest, Father D. McGettigan. ~

house in 1860. It had a revolving light apparatus of 12
lamps, lenses and reflectors. The first Iightkeeper was
John Reilly and his family. Supplies were brought by
boat to Cape Cove and winched up the cWfs to the bar­
rens above. McAlpine's Newfoundland Directory for
1894-1897lists Patrick Houlihan and Peter O'Reilly as
residents. Their two families operated the lighthouse
and farmed four acres.

Archbishop Howley's "Newfoundland Name-Lore"
described the area as it was in the late 1800s:

On rounding Cape St. Mary's and turning
into Placentia Bay there are some small



ing and.fanning. The two children were not in school.
In 1935, there were just three residents in one family,
The area did not attract attention hom anyone but
fishermen until the 19405 when Roger Tory Peterson
and James Fisher visited the seabird colony. Peterson
described it in his Wild America, and Cape St. Mary's
was the only Newfoundland site given a whole chap­
ter in the book. At the time Fisher and Peterson visit-

Although Golden Bay appears 1ft census docg..
mrnts from 1874 to 1935, the community attracted
on) a single family The 1874 fami! of five landed
t 17 quintals of cod, and then row provided 500 b
01 butter. By 1841 only thret" residents remained,.
mcluding two farmers T"o decades later, the f
mily had 10 membEors and landed 50 qumtals of
worth $:lIS Nonc ot the five children was in sch
In 1935, there were just eight with one dory a
si" acres.

A road was never built to the community, wh
lay at the head of the bay bounded by False
and BuD Island POInt Evidence of farmmg can
be wen alongside the creek flo" ing mto Golden
but no familIeS have lived there SUlCe the 19305.
b8y stays ice free most winters whICh nplams
wUltering flocks of oldsquaws black scoters
harlequin ducks found here.

Before the road was built to the lighthouse
1966. Golden Bay was a stop on the way to Cape
5r. Mary s. This was probably the route used by
Roger Tory Peterson and James Fisher in the earlY
195Cls and written about in Wild Amerk'd published
in 1955:

To go overland from the village of 51.
Bride's to the lighthouse means ten miles
out and ten miles back through a particu­
larly 5hcky bog .\\ t' reached the sea bluffs
and dry ground to find. in rough. Woller un­
der a bold 400-foot headland some
hundreds of harlequin ducks. After about
~ven miles we descended to 8 westerly
cove where there were two houses, two
men repairing a fence. and a prodigious
smeD of drying fish. The fish racks were flat
slatted shelves of split wood, giving good
circulation of air; there were also drying
houses for fish.

Golden Bay's residents moved to other commu·
rubes in the lale 19605.

coves uninh<lbited or having some one or
two families only. The coast is precipitous,
and the~ coves are only gulches or drooks,
i.e. gorges cutting into the perpendicular
cliffs. The fir"t is named lrokene, or lrokeen,
the i pronounced as the word eye. I have
no Idea of the meaning of the name. Then
there is Brierly Cove, possibly called after
the name of a person or family, although
no such family has ever been known to
have lived there.

By 1911, there werc just six residents in one family,
the father operating the lighthouse and the others fish-

The Cape on 8 typical day as the fog rolla In.

The lighthouse at Cape St. Mary's.

cape SI. Mary's sea bird rookeryc.1930 (l.. Wultf8irpho­
to, courtesy Still and Moving Im.ges, Provincial Archives
of Newfoundland and Labrador).
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ed in the late 194Os, the colony was i~olated and a vi~it

took a full day.
One house, now used by provincial wildlife staff

during the summer months, was built in the 19505 with
timber hauled in by horses Two other houses were
built in 1963 with supplies hauled up the cliffs from
boats below, but it was some time before the seabird
colony's significance was realized. A road was finally
built in 1966, two years after the seabird sanctuary was
created, and the first guides were employed in 1974
Bird Rock, where the main colony of gannets nests,
is not really an island but a piece of cliff split off at the
top and isolated from the mainland and its predatory
red faxes. Other species choose ledges and crevices
from Brierley Bill to False Cape.

The most common species are black-legged kit­
tiwakes (tick.leaces) with 10,<XXl pairs nesting from False
Cape to Brierly Cove from mid-March to mid-August,
and common murres (summer turrs) with 11,lXXl pairs
from False Cape to The Bill from late April to late july.
The number of northern gannets now exceeds 5,300
pairs, mainly on Bird Rock but now expanding to ad­
joining cliff sites, from late March to mid-October. A
few hundred pairs of herring gulls, great black-backed
gulls (saddlebacks), thick-billed murres (winter turrs),
and razorbills (tinkers) also nest. Small numbers of
b1dCk guillemots (sea pigeons) nest at Brierly Cove, The
Bill and False Cape, and a dozen pairs of both great
and double-crested cormorants (shags) nest at Island
Hea.d

The area also provides a winter feeding ground for
large numbers of diving ducks, notably common and
king eiders, oldsquaws and black scoters, and about
half the province's wintering harlequin ducks. A few
great cormorants also winter along the seacliffs. 51

Point Lance
Point Lance was first known as Bull Bay, and the

three large rocky islands offshore are still known as
the Bull, Cow and Cali. It was later named Point Lance
because the point of lana looks like a lance. Early fisher­
men, for example, Tommy Dunn from Placentia, spent
the summer in the area but did not settle.

Two brothers, Edward and Philip Careen, arrived
as planters from Dingle, County Kerry, around 1820.
According to john Mannion, the Careens were brought
by Sweetman's to raise cattle and crops to feed the Ir­
ish laborers and fishermen in Placentia. When they set·
tied at Point Lance, their nearest neighbors weTe three
miles away on either side at Gull Cove and Golden
Bay. Ned never married. Phil Careen's wife, Agnes
Viscount from Red Island, P1acentia Bay, bore him four
daughters and six sons, who received equal portions
of the 12·acre Big Meadow. There were smaller
meadows above the tidal highwater line either side of
Conway's Brook to the east and an area by a gully to
the southwest known as The Old Garden.

The Careens cleared the low alder and willow scrub
by hand, using methods used in similar conditions in
Ireland. They raised ducks, geese and hens as well as
cattle, sheep and a few goats, trapped fox, muskrat and
hare, and hunted caribou and birds. Bakeapples, blue­
berries, partridgeberries and c1iffberries (cranberries)
were all picked.

The gannet colony at Cape SI. Mary's, the original colony
on Bird Rock Is now flanked by two smaller satellite
colonies.

Star 01 the sea Roman Catholic Church.

Philip and Ned Careen were not fishermen, but the
arrival of hundreds of fishermen from other commu·
nHies on the Avalon Peninsula to catch cod and cape­
lin encouraged Philip's sons to start fishing around
1850. Lance Cove was not a good harbor; thus, much
of the fic;h was loaded from the skiffs into flat-bottomed
punts. Fishermen spent the summer months living in
tilts and drying their fish about a mile away from the
settlement. Fish was sold to Sweetman's, and later to
merchants in 51. John's.



Road and bridge construction at Point Lance.

Four sons built their homes In The Old Carden,
James built above his father. and. 'ed, the tirst to mar­
ry, built his house belov. his father's in The > -ev.
Garden. The third generalitlO E".. tended the commu­
nih' northeast towards CoO\\av's Brook where the
mOdern community is wncentrated. The sons, like
later descendant<>. married women from other commu­
nities and remained in Puint Lance. \\hilt> the daugh­
ters mostly moved awa~' when they married into fa­
milies elsewhere, especially the l\'ash and English fa­
milies from Branch, the Mccraths of Gull Cove, and
the Conway and Lundrigan families in 51. Bride's

Most residents farmed cattle, selling beef and but­
ter first in Placentia ,lOd then in S1. John's and
Holyrood. This trade was brisk enough to justify an
1845 petition for improvements to the Cape Shore road.
The growing season was too short to ripen oats and
wheat, so grain \\-as usual1y fed green to cattle, sup­
plemented by hay, which occupied 90% of the cleared
land.

The Careens remained the only families in Point
Lance, with Philip listed as a planter and Edward as
a fishennan in 1871 (although the spelling was Carew).
In 1874, there were 31 re'lidents in the three Careen
families, with one family member from Ireland. The
four fishermen had five boats and landed 480 quintals
of cod, most of it caught in the area just off the ,>etlle­
men1. Because fish were plentiful close to Point Lance,
and because there was no protected harbor in the area,
there was never any reason to build larger boats. Af­
ter 1875, the fishermen used hemp nets on the ledges
and shoals beyond Bull Island Point. Cod nets were
also set off Delaney's Rock and at The Frothy Sunker
below the point Most fish were landed at Lance Cove.
a mile from the community, because strong wmds res­
tricted landings at Point Lance.

Two farmers had improved 28 acres and produced
1,400 Ibs, of butter. By 1891, the population had in­
creased slightly to 40 in six families. The six fishermen­
farmers landed 192 quintals of cod worth $820, and five
of the nine children were in school, In addition to fish­
ing and farming, early settlers trapped, picked berries
and cut wood for local use, Careen was still the only
family listed in McA/pine's Newfound/and Directory
for 1894-1897, with the names Richard, Philip, John,
Michael, Edward. Anthony, Michael and l\'icholas
representing three generations of fishermen.

In the early 19OOs, the sale of fox pelts in St, John's
added considerably to local incomes, The community
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Gull Cove
Gull Cove lies bt tween Branch and Point l...ance

and waSOn(l'd thflVIOg.. thclUgh dl.vayssmall, fish­
ing communlh. Tht.' hrst settler was Paddy
~kGrath from St Mary's, v.ho married Peggy

I..Grath from Patrick s Cove and raised two sons
and m.l daughters to Gull em'e By 1874. there
\\ere 14 in the famll) and three,acres were cleared.
A }earlafer, Bill Tremktlett and Wilham Judge of Red
Island settled at Gull Cove, but Tremblett soon
mo\ed to (u lett Wilham Judge married Ann

fcGrath and had four sons and one daughter
By 1891 Gull Cove had grov." to 20 residents m

thrE'C flShmg and famung families but by 1911 GuD
Co\!e' population had declined. to Just 14 residents
10 four ftshlOg and farming familaes and the rom­
munlty wa abandoned some time before 1935.
AJthough umnh blled now. Gull Cove is popular
With hikers and campers and those who pick its
clitfbt>mes

continued to grow to 57 in 11 families by 1911, and the
flJ'St non-Cart.'t'n families coeltled in Point Lance around
this time, The 13 fishermen·farmers landed 567 quin­
tals of cod \\orth $3,608, and there was also a merchant
and a government official, Half the 20 children were
in school

By 1935, the population had reached 89 in 18 fami­
lies. There were 16 dories, and 58 acres supported 14
horses. 64 cattle and 65 sheep, All 21 children were
in school. The Point Lance mailman had to walk to
Lear's Cove to pick up the mail until a system was
worked out with Branch

Point Lance, like nearby Branch, has had three
churches, but the priest always lived in 51. Bride's. The
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first Our Lady Queen of Peace church was built in 1910,
and replaced by a second in 1925. The third church,
Star of the Sea, was built for the parish in 1964 by John
Joe English.

The first road between Point Lance and St. Bride's
was built in 1939 after many years of complaints, and
\\oas, with the connection to Branch, the only road link
with the Cape Shore. Work started in October 1938
with an hourly labor rate of 25 cents. Point Lance resi­
dents working on the project camped out in Branch
and went home only on weekends. The first section
was completed in 1942, but a bridge over the river was
not built until 1949. There were those, however, who
resented the road's intrusion, as one man wrote:

I'll go the way my father went
As long as I have breath.
The tracks he left behind him
Are in the marshes yet.

Produce from the area was sent by boat and then
overland at first to Holyrood and Avondale, and later
by truck to Placentia and St. John's, but the commu­
nity had no electricity and only one pay telephone.
There were no shops in Point Lance, so residents had
to go to Branch or St. Bride's for supplies.

Point Lance was scheduled for resettlement in the
1950s, but only four families, totalling 31 residents,

Branch
The community name derives from the river which

branches into two main sections a mile inland. The first
settlers fished off Cape 51. Mary's, before moving to
Branch to live. Initially, there were two settlements
either side of the gut: Branch and East Cove.

The first settler was Thomas Nash, a fisherman and
boat builder, who lived in Caplin Bay (Calvert) on the
Southern Shore and fished at Cape St. Mary's. He first
moved to Mosquito Island in Placentia Bay in 1789 af~

ter a relative ran afoul of Bishop 0 Donel and arrived
the next year in Branch, along with an English friend
who changed his name to Kerry.

Nash's house was the first beside a pond and close
to the sea (next to today's post offICe). He had five sons,
Walter, Tom, Andy, Toby and Paddy, and two daugh­
ters. The house built at Summerhouse Point was
replaced by a larger house a few years later, possibly
to accommodate his five sons and two daughters. His
two brothers, Toby and Walter, joined him in Branch
in 1795.

Nicholas Power and Bill English arrived in the late
1790::; after Thomas Nash returned briefly to Ireland.
All three were said to have been born in County
Kilkenny. Bill English married one of Nash's two
daughters, and Nick Power married the other. One of
Bill's two sons, John English, was an MHA for the dis­
trict in 1857. The fishing skiffs used by the early fami­
lies were 30 feet long, with three sails and oars. Men
went to the Bull off Point Lance to fish for cod, and
there were salmon in the area, too.

Nicholas Power was at the centre of a widely·held
belief in buried treasure. The Irish in New York and
8oston had raised money to help friends and relatives
in Ireland, and the mailboat carrying the money to
Ireland was wrecked in 51. Mary's Bay. Nicholas was

moved to 51. Bride's in 196'. Even so, the population
had Increased to 164 in 1966. The first water system
was installed around 1%2 and extended later, and a
sewer system was added around 1976. Recreational fa­
cilities, the lack of .... hich had spurred resettlement sug­
gestions, came in the mid-1970s. The abandoned two­
room school was COO\ erted into a parish hall, and the
elementary S(hool was housed in temporary buildings
still being used.

Fishing declined in importance, with the number of
boats dropping from 16 in 1960 to just four in 1m.
Sheep farming .... as recommended in the 1970s, par­
ticularly because fall lamb competed very favorably
with importl>d lamb. There were 17 fishermen in 1m,
and fish were trucked to the r-..'ewfoundland Quick
Freeze plant in Dildo. The community still had m'o full­
time farmers in the 19705, and butchers bought
livestock from farmers and did their own slaughter·
ing. Eleven r~idt>nts worked in other occupations, and
there were 17 senior citizens

The 1981 Census li~ted a population of 141. All adults
were employed, but Jobs for young people continued
to be a problem, Of 50 men in the workforce, 20 were
in primary occupations, 15 in processing, and 10 in con­
struction trade.s. Two-thirds of the women in the work­
force were in proce.ssing. ..,

Branch River.

one of the first to board her and was reputed to have
carried off the iron box with the money in it. An iron
box with the bottom rusted out was found in 1952
when the high road was being built, but the box was
reburied and the mystery remains

Thomas !':ash was listed as a road commissioner in
1848, and Patrick r-..'ash and others were fishennen in
1871, as were John W. English and other members of
the family. Nicholas Power's grandson, Patrick, died
in 1882 and was buried in the local cemetery. He had
married Catherine Brennan from Ship Cove. She was
known for her hard work to the extent that good war­
kersare still told "You're the real Catherine Brennan",
and slackers are admonished with the saying, "You're
no Catherine Brennan at it".

Patrick Roach (Roche) was granted land at Branch
River in 1851, but he had been fishing the area two de­
cades earlier. When he married Bill English's daugh·



A view of Branch.

ter 'ellie hI..' "01<; the first Roche in Branch. The
Moone\"s \\l're first mentioned in 'ewfoundland in
1779. \\ ith Pat and Robt.>rt Mooney in Placentia by 1794
Paddy Moone\" also arriH'd fru~ Ireland befo;e 1836
and ~arried ~id. Power· ... ~randdauJ;hter Mary. and
John Mooney wa... a pl.mtl·r at Branch by 1871

Other early arri\als \\cre the Corcoran family with
the first mention in , 'cwfoundland in In6 of Joannem,
daughter of loll-obi Corcoran of Waterford, and the
O'Rourkes. with John Rourk Isicl from Pallas, County
limerick, mentioned in 1803, and Michael O'Rourke
listed for St, MaT)··s Bay in lR37, Peter Corcoran, John
Dunphy and John I.ilke arrived in the mid-l800s from
the other side of Placentia Bay.

The 1836 (cmus wmbincd the <;eltlements of Branch,
Point Lmce and Golden Bay at 62 people in nine
houses, but Br.1nch was likely the largest of the three
because then' \....erc 75 rcsidents by 1845, when there
were 17 fishermen, shoremen and planters and seven
boats, and 61 acres were b£oing farmed. James Carew
was the only non-Roman Catholi( resident. arriving
between 1845 and IR57, by which time there were 43
fishermen and 25 boats in Branch. Salmon and cod
were plentiful. and woodculling was a major winter
activity although there was no sawmill in the area.

While SWl'Ctman's was the mam merchant firm, resi­
dents also dl'.11t with Baine johnston, Gulleridge
Brothers, job Druthers, Callahan and Monroe in St.
John's. The first school was buill by 1851 and the first
church, St jo"eph's. by 1857, when there were four
merchants. The first house and church were built at
the East Cove junction, .1nd the first school at the St.
Bride's road lunction. A second branch of the Power

B...nch k>oklng north tow.rda East Cove.

Beckford
Betkhlrd \\as a small community a few

north of Branlh ever Cllnsisting of more tta.n
ie", (amllie It \\ as first settled around 1845,
PatrICk Hennessev. from Tipperary. mdlTied

oble 01 ~f John sand mo\-ed to Beckford. He w.
probably one ot the first settlers, followed by John
McCrath "ho In 1870. IIlm\ed from Patrick·sCove
\\lth hiS famll" By 1874 Beckford had a popuJa.
bon of 17 in three families With two ~identsfrom
Ireland The 10 h hennen owned tv-:o boats and
caught 230 qUlOtdls of cod. Th~ was one farmer.
and eight Ok: re had been Improved

'a.;ob Clark and a Mr \\ halen arrived around
1880 and bUIlt hou~ in Beckford. Mr Whalen
taught OIsht school 10 Branch for a number of. yean
John Dunph) amved from Pe'tIt Forte and married
Anne Tremblett A daughter from his second mar­
nage to Marv .\nne Careen from Point l....ance stBI
byes 10 Branch Bill Heffern and his wife, Bridget
kenny of Rene\\s settled in 1888.

Beckillrd's 18')1 population of 24 included seven
fishermen farml"TS who caught end worth S608.

one of the mne children was in school. Beckford',
population In 1911 remamed at 18 in four families.
mcludang 5e'- en fishermen-farmers \'0 ho caught cod
worth S830 PatnckJoseph Nash and his wife. Mary
Barry of SI. Jnhn 5, moved to Beckford in 1920 and
raist.~ a IMge family &'CkJord's 1935 population of
18 in two fishing fdmilies owned two boats and
farmed fivl' acres. Mrs. Nash moved her home by
boat to East CtlVe aUt'r her husband died in the
IQ40s. and hl'r5 was the last family to live in
Bt.'Ck£ord

family arrived (rom Waterford around 1850, and Davy
Power was the first teacher at 51. Thomas Aquinas
School in Branch after 1860. Another early teacher was
James Chafe of 51. Bride's.

Branch residents built three churches. The first was
built independently by the inhabitants, and Father
Fyne designed the second one, which was built by Wil­
liam Collins and Steven English and completed. in 1910.
It was replaced in 1983 by the Church of the Holy
Rosary, deSigned by E.K. jerrett and Associates and
built by j.F. Power.

Two brothers, Bob and Dan Downey, moved. from
St. Bride's around 1870. Bob married Ellen Nash but
lived in nearby Beckford. while Dan married. Susan
Nash and remained in Branch. Mick Campbell, a Scot,
came from Salmonier and married. Mike O'Rourke's
daughter Nellie around 1820. John Hennessey was
another later arrival but not related to the Hennesseys
in Beckford, By 1874. the population had increased to
157 in 24 families, and there were 117 fishermen, five
men were sealing and 33 boats landed 4,m quintals
of cod. Oniy one resident was listed as a full-time farm·
er. but 115 acres were used for 113 cattle, 134 sheep
and 66 swine. and 3,020 Ibs. of butter were produced..
Tobias Na.<;.h built a 3O-ton schooner in 1m, very large
by Cape Shore standards.

The first mail service was started in 1882, when
Pierce Burke was contracted 10 deliver the mail once
a month on horseback from Placentia to Branch (or the
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Boels tied up .1 ar8nch.

sum of $184 a year. This method was u~d until 1914,
when a Mr. Verran took the mail to Patrick's Cove
where it was picked up by John Roche.

By 1891, the population had grown to 265, with 55
fishermen-farmers, three merchants, a farmer, and a
teacher. half the 114 children were in schooL and
fishermen caught cod worth $12,162

Agnes Singleton described Branch as she remembers
it from around 1900:

Branch in aJuly sun-the beauty, the love­
liness and peace, the wide sparkling sunlit
sea, the many skiffs on the smiling water,
sailing home from the fishing grounds. This
day nearly all are loaded with the fish that
give these people their Ii"mg. The tide is full
and the skiffs sail serenelv over the moan­
ing bar, leaving the screaming guUs behind
where they gather on the beaches to feast
on the caplin thrown there by the sea.

The fishery grew to surpass the importance of farm­
ing,and a lobster factory employed two men and a
woman in 1901. Teacher, Mary Hartley, at the local
school had the highest att("ndance in the district with
an enrolment of 93 and an average attendance of 56.
The population continued to grow to 407 in 72 fami­
lies in 1911. Seventy fishermen-farmers landed cod
worth 532,773. Bv then, there were nine merchants,
two farmers., one lumlx>rman and five teachers, and
105 of the 133 children were in school. A courier serv­
ice, the Bay Service. connected the community to St.
Joseph's and was operated by William Collins and later
by Joe and James Nash.

Jack Linehan and Ned Quigley arrived from Colinet
Island and Haricott in the 1920s or 1930s, and Mick
O'Rourke came from Mall Bay. but the Great Depres·
sion ended jVowth in the area, and many families
moved to find work in New York. The 1935 popula­
tion had declined to 386 in 78 families. There were just
three businesses, and fishennen operated 66 dories and
21 motorboats

The Cape Shore Development Association started
in 1935 and served residents for 13 years before being
disbanded in 1948, a year before the town's first water
supply was obtained from the dam pond by
O'Rourke's Bridgf'. Before the Second World War, resi­
dents depended entirely on the cod fishery, but many
left to work at the u.s. base in Argentia. The last fish
shipped by boat to East Coast Fisheries Ltd. in Bay
Bulls was by Joe Delorey in 1950, later deliveries went
by truck.

The population dropped from 556 in 1961 to 517 in
1960, partl~' because famili~ mm·ed to St. Bride's Elec·
tricily hrst appeared a year before. Branch became the
first inwrporated community on the Cape Shore with
Dolph r'\:ash as chairman. The community bUIlt a
playground and an outdoor swimming pool, the only
one on the Cape Shore. Albert English's sawmill oper­
ated until he died in 1987. Cold("n Bay Ranch Limited
was a sheep-breeding facility in the 1970s, but its suc·
cess was limited and its breeding stock sold off some­
lime before 1980.

Until 1980, Branch had not bt.-en connected to other
communities in St. Mary's Bay although the !':orth
Harbour road was started in 1963 it not complett.-d until
1980, and telephones not until 1976, Af> John Hennes·
sey related after 1960 when he took the mail service
over, "There's not enough paper in Canada to recount
the hardships I encountered carrying the mail through
Branch country!" Paving the road to St Bride's, and
from there to Placentia, has reduced the community's
isolation but has affected local busine...ses as people
find it easll'r to go e!se\\ here for supplies. The oldest
store in Branch, English's, has seen the <;.ame decline
in business experienced by the other small stores

A stage and fish loading area Wl're inf>talled in the
early 19605 and about 20 boats were supplied with ny­
lon gill nets. Branch also had a small saltfish plant, but
the pickling tanks were later rented to the fishermen
at $2 a tank. In 1973, there were 12 full-time fishermen,
and fish was trucked to Steers Ltd. in St. John's and
W.J. Moores in Carbonear

The fresh fish processing plant, built at a cost of
SSO,(XX) by the provincial government and leased to

'ewfoundland Quick Freeze, opened in July 1m and
operated. with 60 to 100 employees, as a feeder plant
in the late 1970s and early 19805. The 32- to 45·ft. lon­
gliners ill the community used gillnets and trawls to
catch a total of 2,377,000 Ibs. of cod in 1978. The plant
has not operated for two years, although it was leased
for a while to Bristol Fish Corporation of New Bedford,
Massachusetts. Half the fish now goes by truck to Jer·
seyside and the rest to Woodmans in New Harbour.
A few Branch boats fish out of St. Bride's and those
fishermen change companies more. Blue Ocean trucks
fish to Argentia and they also have boats at St. Bride's

Several families still farm, including Tom Power,
who worked for the department of rural development.
He had returned from Ontario in 1974 and started
sheep farming two years later, planning to raise his
herd to 200 and go sheep farming on a full-time basis.
In 1982. he had 125 sheep, about 25% of the total. most­
ly North Country Cheviots or a local breed. Tom is now
farming on a full-time basis, and other residents are
increasing the size of their flocks.

The 1981 Census listed a population of 462 in 90 fa­
milies. 'one of the 15--24 year-old males in the com­
munity was employed in 1981, and many of the older
men were unable to find work, although rather fewer
women were unemployed. Of 115 males in the work·
force, 60 were in construction trades, 20 in processing
and 15 in primary industries. Of 75 women in the
workforce. 35 were in processing and 15 were teachers.
The fishplant will again be operating on a seasonal ba­
sis this year. It is being leased as a fresh fish plant by
Cape Shore Fisheries Inc. whose principals are Keith
Tilley and Peter Woodford of Colliers. ~
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the area today
Point Verde

Wayne Browne

Marketing the corner

Jenny and Wayne Brown behind the counler at lhe Counlry Comer Convenience
In Potnt Verde.

Everybody who travels the Cape
Shore knows Wayne Browne, or at
least his business. Wayne and wife
Jenny (Genevieve) run Country
Comer Convenience on the turn en­
tering Point Verde from Placentia.

The Brownes built the store and
opened it in April 1989, and Wayne
says business is booming. "We put
in the gas pump in December, and
buy our gas from Come By Chance,
so we're independent. We don't
have some giant oil company dictat­
ing to us what lo~o or promotion to
use, and we like dealing with the
people out at the rehnery·--they're
ver}' friendly.

"We're also just getting mto a
snack·truck seNke. We call it Snack
Pack Food Service and Jenny pre­
pares everything from sandwiches
and subs to coffee and soup."

While Wayne "ork In his offke
in the store, or even while he sits
and chats, one eye seems aly, ays to
be glued to a mirror on one wall. It
isn't obvious to someone sitting
across the desk from him just what
the attraction is, so he explains.
When there's only one person in the
store, it's a great way to watch

through the window for customen
at the gas pump.

Wayne admits the hours running
the Country Comer are Ions- but it'll
long been a dream of his. 'I worked
on the base with pubhc works in
maintenance for three years, then

I had my own busines'i m general
contracting for about 10 yeaTS-­
employing up to 60 people at peak
but a\'eraging around 1G-before we
got the store.•

It seems a strange leap. from con­
struction to comer store, but Wayne





they'll ha\'e 10 ..how us \\ hat thl'\'
can' do for us .

E\'en now, Point Verdecome~ un·
der Placenlia's planning b\.lundan
so re~ldent<;, must buy a permit Itl
build or renmale. "I paid 5120 hlr
a permit to build this pla(e he
says, wa\ ing an arm around the
store, 'but I didn't get amthing for
it.'

Wayne says most flt'Ople in Point

Eugene Pittman

The finest kind

Eugene Pittman moved with his
family to Point Verde under the
resettlement program of the 196(1"
Just a lad at the time, he turned to
fishing to make a living. He could
not have predicted then that by 1990,
there would be few fisherm ....n left in
Point Verde, and few left, in fael (10

the whole Cape Shore.
"Mv father fished his Iift.'time:

says Eugene, "and I just earril'd un
from him. Moving off Mera<;.heen
wasn't bad for me, I wouldn't have
staved on the island anvwav, But I
do 'go back there fishing· e\"e~y sum­
mer on what they call the Western
Shore,"

Verde want more answers before
the\ ugree to anything. bul that
doesn't damage the amicable rela­
tionship they enloy ,\ ith Placentia
,md their neighooh {lO the Cape
Shore. "I gues.. I'm well-known
down this ,\av bt'\:ause I have a lot
of friends on thl' Shore. Cape Ver­
de I~ not u1O..ld ....rt'd part of the Cape
Shore \\ hlch starts at Little
Baras,\a,

The fish, however, M(' no longer
plentiful and ca\(hes are declining
l'very year. "I u<;.ually go <1fter a lit­
tle bit of everything-crab, cod, and
I had a tuna Iin'nce 1.1"t year. If I can
get another one thi.. year I'll go back
(lut to the Virgin Rocks. But I S()ld
mv crab trap~ last fall .• He explains,
·\Ve ~tarted crabbing six miles off

here. now we're (lff 55 miles. There
are still a fe,.. fdlas at It. but the crab
are scarce and the price has dropped
in half"

So this year, Eugene Will likel>'
rely on wd. So he spent the short,
grey days of Apfll in a boathouse in
Placentia getting hIS btlats ready and
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Actuallv, Point Verde doesn't
seem to fit 10 anywhere, "People
don't rush around here. The\' do
their 0\...·0 thing. Some have gardens
and gro\\ their own vegetables, and
there are fox farms bern'ren here and
Baras\\a\" There area few small bus­
ine<;.ses but most people go outside
the to\\ n to "ork. E"erybody knows
eve~'bod..· and it's a great place to
lin'" ~

repairing an old Irap he hasn't used
for the past few years, The wind
whistles through the cracks in the
dimly lit cold building but he ..ays
at least it kel'ps the rain off.

"The shN was built around 1970,
and they used to build 45-footers in
here. The area development associ­
ation in Jerseyside pays the light bill
and looks afh.'r it. but everything is
pretty welJ run down now. It looks
"orse than it is, though. Fellas
sa'.. ed their lobster laths to make
their pots and left the sawdust be­
hind. Somebody has to clean it up."

While his nephew, Charlie Pitt­
man, and the other men in the crew
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repair the trap, and make it deeper,
Eugene checks his skiff to see if the
fifth coat of fiberglass is dry. ''I've
got a 40 ft. longliner that supports
four men but I u~ this skiff for the
codnaps. The "kiff has been in my
family since the late 19405. My father
had her. repaired her, did every­
thing he could with her. There are
parts he put on her that are 20 years
old, so this year I fiberglassed her
over. I hope that's going to do the
job," he says, running his hand af­
fectionatelv over the hull.

Besides'the ntimental attach-
ment, Eugene says buying a ne\\'
boat is an expensive proposition,
one that might prove impossil;lle if
the fi<;hery gets much worse. He ha
three sons and a daughter. and the
oldest boy will bt' 13 in September.
He says he won't encourage or dis­
courage them from fishing, but an
objective look at Point Verde tells the
story of its future sons. "The IU,S.)
base took care of the fishery here.
Everybody went to work there and
every bit of land up in Point Verde
went back to the Commons, as the
old fellas used to say The fences
went.off it and everything fell by the
wayside. Before that. they all had
cows and sheep. Now a few still
work on the base. <;orne more work
with construction companies. do
odd jobs around. or work in the fIsh-

lants in Jerse side and Ar entia.

Eugene Pittm.n
checks the lIIst
COlit of f1berg....
on his bo8t ., the
bOIIthouseln
PIKenti•.

There are a couple of small businesc;­
et., too, but everything is pretty
slow."

But that's also part of the commu­
nity's charm. Everybody knows
everybody, and it's usually quiet
and peaceful, and scenic. "I've got

Chlirtle Plttm.n,
Eugene Pittman's
nephew, working
on • cod tr.p.

about an acre up on a hill. Not a real
good piece of land if I wanted to
grow anything, but I store a bit of
gear up there and iI's OK for me."

As for other fishermen, Eugene
says there are few left in Point Ver­
de. "Three or four of the Whittles,
myself, and that's about it. Years
ago, there were quite a few, and they
all fished in dories out on Point Ver­
de Bank. There's nothing out there
now, although the odd fellow goes
out from Placentia in the summer.
Everybody does a bit of jigging,
handline. and a bit of trawl in the fall
of the year. but nothing great."

In fact, Point Verde has come to
be seen as almoc;t a bedroom com·
munity, a suburb of Placentia, and
there is talk of amalgamation with
that community. Eugene says that
would be fine if they were offered
anything, but he's happy with his
artesian well, shared with eight
other families, and his home and
friends. He has two brothers in SI.
John's, one in Fox Harbour and a sis­
ter living in the U.s. His father
passed away last year and his
mother lives in SI. John's with a
brother, but still, he has no intention
of leaving the smaU Placentia Bay
community. It has become home,
and the people there are all, says Eu­
gene, "the finest kind". 11
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Donna and Eugene McGrath

Making the right choices

Donna, Geanine, Renee, and Eugene McGrath. Two-year-old Mandy was vlstt­
Ing her grandmother.

The Right Place!
The Right Price!

Eugl'nt' savs hL" !ota} s dose to home.
"We got mameJ 12 years ago,

and I started about then with Hynes,
and I It'arnt'd {)O the job, one

Bcsl \\'c\tcrn Travellers Inn l'IlII~'(1 in lilt' he III 01 Sl John·
hUSH 'I IUIIlIII\·t, 1.11 til Irl<· k.HUII'lI·I! .11I. ('tllIIlOn,lh .•I!li..r
t1.lbk II 111111I1 ",1.'lIon:,; tin. dllnll ,I 'frs. T's "'mUlt.:

lOti 'Ir r's, (.Isu.11 n: IX lit.: l"ulI~ \11 lIu
Im:<tl n" tI ",nh I'lt I \( II "Old f.'a~hlfm('d Hospit .. li­
I}'" III kilO II( I \ 1I,n;lnn11lt Ir,'\llln(1 (IlVOUfT'

.1'(·l.,TUI.r\lllnr I I fohn 5 'h~l k I b Illhl V.I.T
pn 'I UII nd hll" \ III Ian '( II I I wlil \louh lint nlghl
IITt t Ir ~ 11I1 l( lOll with u
</1 IH \l 'II~L L I{(X)\ts MRS J'S t>I. 'I. '(. R<X)\f
\lEFT!:'\<, L,\CJI,JTII-S \IR "'S LOL; '(;Em
"Old Fashioned Hospitality"

Juc"y as Eugene, \\hu has Mn dble
to find seasonal ,\or" \\ith H\,nes
Constructiun Company Limited
ba'>t.'d in Dum·ille. For the most part,

FU";l'rh kGrdth, 31 llf Pllint \ l'r­
de. I~ a heav\ l'qUlprnl'nt operator
and "t'lt-profl~sedJilc"'-of-all-trade
m the cun..trucllun bu..inc..... so hl"d
pnlb.lblv haH' nu trouble hndin~

\\ or" in a cih. And his \\ ifI;;' D~mnd

..a\-· .....he'd h"e to gi\'C her thrl'l'
d';u~htl'n; soml' of the advantagl"S llt
living in .l DiAAer tm\ n, Dut aftl'r con
..idl'ring all their uptiom., they''l'l'
decided Puint Verde is the best pl.lee
for their family

"The girls S~l' things on TV ,lnd
a..k, 'Mommy, how come there's
nothing hl're like that here?' ['d Ii"t'
for tht'm tu ta"e mu ..ic or d.lOcin~

le.."",ms," Donna admits. "But thl'n,
I don't have to \\orrv ,lbout whl're
thev are in the c\'enings eilher. '

Both Olmna and Eugene grew up
in Point Verde, and they ha\l' pll'nt)'
offamilv slillli\ing there. Onl'of her
bwthen;. in fact, married one of hi"
sie;ters. e;o their children ha\t,' dllu­
ble fir..t cousins ae; friends lust a few
d!,)(lrs a\\ay Eugene'e; father. also a
heav\-' equipment operator who
often tra\clled to Labrad~)f or the
mainland 10 find a job, "a.. not as

SMITH, STOCKLEY
LIMITED

OISTRIBUTORS FOR...
AMERICAN STANDARD PLUMBING

and HEATING PRODUCTS
JACUZZI PUMPS &SWIMMING POOL

EOUIPMENT & SUPPLIES
VICTAULIC FIITINGS & VALVES

PIPE & DUCT INSULATION
WALLACEBURG BRASS LTO

PLUMBING BRASS

WHOLESALE PLUMBING.
AND

HEATING SUPPLIES

579-0073
P.O. Box 1387, SIn. C.

264 LeMarchanl

199 KENMOUNT 1l0AD

ST JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND A1B 3P9
PHONE 17091 711·5540 TELEX 016·4750

TOll FREE RESERVATIONS 1-800-528-1234
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Leo Walsh

A formula for staying young

Leo and Florence Walsh with curious poodle, two-year-old Brandy.

ROADCRUISER
Terra Transport

131·5916

memory of giving those 'Yanks"
some grief

He says everybody on the Shore
was nice, but he sa\\ a lot of fight­
ing and a lot of drinking over the
years. "I remember one bad winter.
It wa ... Old Christmas Day, and I
\...·ent down 10 Branch. They were
hewing a big row there-that was
nothing unusual-and they weren't
going to let anybody get through the

if ~e
CHARTER A BUS!
• MORE FUN FOR YOUR GROUP
• ARRANGE YOUR DEPARTURE AND RETURN

TO SUIT YOUR CONVENIENCE
• ROOMY RECLINING SEATS, PANORAMIC

WINDOWS, AIR CONDITIONING
• WE'll DRIVE, YOU SIGHTSEE.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, VISIT OR CALL

ROaDCRUISER SERYICE
TERRa TRIlSPORT

sits back in his easy chair for lust a
sl'i.:ond. thinking, but S(lOn enough
leans forward, shifting around like
a Stluirming child with too much
energy. "We were based in Point
Verde, and the base was 'flying'
then. One night a bunch of Yanks
were going 10 kill me. They were
down in Cuslell and I ......·ouldn" wait
for them 10 take them back t<J Argen·
tia." Leo laughs, relishing tht.'

For -ltl \"I.'dr'•. t \'(,1 \\".11-.11 dm\"l.' ,1

laxI around tht.' <. ... pt.> ....hurl· ,1111..1 b!..'.
h\l'Cn Point Vl'Tdt'and St 1~lhn's lx­
fore p.........mg thl' "u ... mt's!>, \\.ll ...h· ...
Tran...port.1hun. {In 10 hi........m. Leo Ir
r-.;O\\. al 71. It'i,l I'" upp'-lSt"d hi De
rellred l'lut he So.W he ... ttll \\{lTb

'part timt' lI'r hL" son about 17
hour...... da~. That's one mJ?;redit'nl
in Leo',>lurmul.l fl'r "t.1\ inf; \oun!":
Add in a '\ (lung \\llmdn ....nd lui ...
of laughler.•md HIU \t' dl""':oH.'red
his ...l"(rl.'!

Ll'O al".l\'''' did "om\ how to h... \t.'
fun I \\ a... l'lorn .md bred In Puint
Verde. and <;t'rn'd in the Ilome
Guard in England jor thrl'l' and a
half \,ear.. bt.'fllre l<lOdioJ?; bac" In

Halif~1I. in Dt'(l'mber I(nq. Mv
grandfalher and lather txlth ii ...hed
and farmtod, and madl' a good living.
but I never w... nled that. It W.lS hlO
much wor". So "hl'n I c...ml' home,
I bought a tAkigl' <,(IU<lTl' bod\-' and
started taxiing. Sht' wa... a bl',lutiful
car, but had a big "tk" ...hift. and
would slip out of hi~h gear cn'rv "'0

often. Whol'ver got in the front
would ha\e to Io..t·l'p their hand on
the gearshift all the way to St.
John's."

He adds, with ,1 ch.1r.1cleristic
twinkle in both l'yes, "If the pas­
senger was young and pretty, .111 the
better"

When hi'" parent ... dit'd, Leo tried
his hand at farming, and he and hi'>
first wife, Joan. "cpt 3~ hl'ad of cat·
tie and sold produce. "I e,ln remem­
ber selling cabbolge for 14' ... pound
and a lBO-lb. barTl'1 uf potatoes for
$1.50. That was a lot of moOl~'V then,
of course, \-,\-'hen thl' ~uv who was
working fur us g<lt tired of it. we sold
it all." AI that tinh.', d number of
Point Verde rt'!-idents grew vegeta­
bles, but Leo say... that' .. ,111 gone
now, and there ... rl,,' ju... ' a fe", little
gardens left for pt.'rSlmal u~.

Right from the ..tart there was
plenty of busint'SS un thc Shore for
Leo and his ta:-.i. Hl.' ..ays he was
never without a dollar in hi<; pock·
et, although, h.k:k in those days, he
could drink the best part of a day's
wages in short order

"First when I i<;tartt'd, we used to
run three days a week each, Vince
Lamb and m~. He's gone now. and
the Lamb name has died out in
Southeast. whl?Te he was from." Leo
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