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their strengths

Centralized locations
NLHC has 17 Industrial Parks and 2 Incuba­
tor Molts located in prime. centralized ar-

eas throughout the province. located
in the center of growing areas near

major cities and communities.
NLHC's Industrial Parksare con­
venientlysituated for business.

Fully-Serviced Sites
NLHC's Industrial Parks are fully­

serviced with easy access to all
majorservices and amenities.

Convenient
Transporta­

tion Unks
_.10M. NlHC's
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\; Parks are con-

veniently linked

to all forms of transportation. Major ar­
terials and highways bring NlHC's Indus­
trial Parks within easy access to the rest
ofthePf°vince.moinlondConada.and
the eastern United States. Most parks
are within a short distance from airports
and some have access to deep ice­
free harbours.

Meeting Industry's Specnic Needs
NLHC's Industrial Parks are equipped to
meet industry'S specific needs. Accom­
modating light. medium and heavy in­
dustry. NLHC works with companies to
assess their Individual requirements.
Meeting an Industry's needs is a high
priority for the NLHC.
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from the editor

It's again that time of year when most of you are
nearing the end of the term of your current subscrip­
tion. And, as r explained last time, we also have the
CST to consider. Here, then, are some ideas on your
renewal and the CST with its impending implemen­
tation January 1, 1991. The following are three sugges­
tions as to how, and for some time to come, to avoid
paying the CST when subscribing to Decks Awash.

First, you can renew before December 15 for one year
@$12 and save $0.84 CST. Or second, renew before
December 15 for two 2 years@$18andsave$1.26CST.
Or third, and this is a once only offer, renew for three
years@$27by December 1, 1990, and save $1.89 CST!
To avail of this third option, your letter must be post­
marked on or before December 1. After that date, we
will no longer be offering a special three-year subscrip­
tion rate. This one-time offer means you get three
whole years-18 issues-for just $9 per year! By any
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standards, a true bargain. And another reminder-your
gift subscription, renewed on or before December 15,
will be CST free, too.

A parting shot on the CST-something I find less
than credible-the CST applies to postage. This
means that on January 1 when Canada Post raises its
rate for a first-class letter to $0.40 (up one cent from
$0.39), the actual cost of mailing a single letter will be
$0.431 This has unfortunate implications for us, too,
because on top of the regular increase in OUT postal
rates (to keep pace with inflation, we're told), we'll be
faced with a 7% increase in the cost of mailing the
magazine. Our message, obviously, is to renew now
and avoid the CST.

Until next time when we'll be visiting the Burin area.
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special section

Bale Verte Peninsula



history
The Baie Verte Peninsula

Although permanent settlement on the Baie Verte
Peninsula came much later than in Conception, Trini­
ty and Bonavista Bays, the fishing grounds of White
Bay were important to the French and English fishing
fleets which shared the coastline. By the mid-l600s,
there were 700 fishermen between Aeur de Lys and
Cape St. John.

The French ports at La Scie, Horse Islands, Pacquet,
Ming's Bight and Fleur de Lys all had good harbors,
and the next harbor and drying beach were at Wild
Cove on the north side of the peninsula. Woodstock

nn Cove (Bowen Collection photo, courtny Stili end Mov­
Ing huges, Provinel.1 Archives of N.wfound..nd end
Labr8dor)

and Baie Verte were forested to the water's edge,
Brent's Cove and Harbour Round were too small and
open to the sea, and Coachman's Cove was also too
small

Few schooners operated out of the region. The
deepest water between Horse Islands and the main­
land was just 35 fathoms, and fish tended to congregate
on the edges of the underwater plateau off Aeur de
Lys and Coachman's Cove, Horse Islands and La Scie.
The sealing industry was an important supplement to
the inshore fishery in the winter months. Bed1amers
(year-old harp seals) arrive in White Bay by late Janu­
ary and remain offshore with moulting older seals and
adults north of Horse Islands in mid-April. Horse Is-

St. Plu. X Ramen C8thollc Church, Bele Vert.'
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Tit! Cove (photo courtesy Still and MovIng Inwgea, Provl~
cl.' Archive. of N.wfoundl.nd .nd labrador)

lands were particularly attractive because they provid­
ed a winter base dose to the seals.

Most settlements started as small fishing communi­
ties in the early to mid-l800s. The coast is blocked with
ice February to May and icebergs occur well into sum­
mer, so the inshore season is relatively short. Farm­
land is restricted to the few flat areas along the coast.
The short growing season was not long enough to en­
courage agriculture, although the discovery of copper
are in the mid-l800s and the subsequent growth of
mining towns, especially on the Creen Bay shore at
Tilt and Betts Coves, did provide a ready market for
any produce.

Mining started around 1850. The first operating cop­
per mine was the Terra Nova mine near Baie Verte,
the only one of nine smaIl mines to produce a worth­
while quantity of copper. Exploration on the peninsu­
la in the 18505 led to the discovery of the Tilt Cove
deposits and the opening of the Union Mine by McKay
and Bennett. Lovell's Newfoundland Directory record­
ed 348 miners at the Burton's Pond mine near Betts
Cove and at nearby Tilt Cove in 1871, but later in the
1870s, a government official estimated 1,500 miners at
Betts Cove alone. By 1891. even the official census
showed 1,116 miners in the Notre Dame Bay district,
most at copper mines.

.... Vert. Penlnsu" H••lth Cent...
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Seal Cove

Seal Cove is and always has been a fishing village
in the midst of a mining peninsula. Maritime Archaic
Indians probably fished the area 4,000 years ago, as
well as the Dorset Eskimos around AD BOO. Settled per·
manently in the mid·1S(X)s, this small community on
the eastside of White Bay near Southern Arm still en­
joys some of the best fishing in the area and is
renowned for the prodigious number of seals on near·
by ice flows in winter and spring. Early settlers includ·
ed Avery, Banks, Osborne, Robinson and Rice fami­
lies, but its best-known nalive was Sgt. Thomas Rick·
etts, born in Middle Arm and raised in Seal Cove.

Sgt. Ricketts was one of two Newfoundlanders
awarded the Victoria Cross during the First World War,
an astounding fact considering only 17 were awarded
during the entire war.

He lied about his age-telling recruiters he was 18
rather than 16-to join up, and distinguished himself
in heavy fighting at Drie-Masten before becoming, at
17, the youngest ever V.c. recipient in the war. He
became a well·known pharmacist in St. John's, and a
memorial was erected where his drugstore had stood
on Water Street. opposite the railway station.

The population of Seal Cove grew quickly in its ear·
Iy years, increasing from 17 in two Church of England
families in 1857 to 67 in 1891. In 1857, residents land­
ed cod, salmon, herring and 80 seals, while Lovell's
Newfoundland Directory listed 20 residents, includ·
ing one farmer, F. Jacow, and five fishermen among
them.

The SS Fantorne visited Seal Cove June 9, 1881, and

$eel Cove hIIrbor
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its log recorded three families there, all fishermen. No
one was living at "the anchorage, which was very
good, in Southern Arm, and there was a small stream
at the head of the arm with very small trout."

In 1891, 13 families included 66 Church of England
and one Methodist, probably the teacher. Fishermen
landed 170 quintals of cod. nine tierces of salmon. eight
barrels of herring and 38 -.eals, all worth $1,016. As
was typical for that period, about half the 35 children
attended school.

Seal Cove didn't grow as quickly as it might have
partly because a number of small communities in the
northern part of the peninsula were settled and soon
abandoned. These included Bede Cove, which had a
population of nine in one Church of England family
in 1857. That one family, however, did manage to land
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90quintals of cod and 60 seals. There was also Slaugh.
ter Cove, which existed between 1890 and 1902; Pen­
dergast's Cove, which died in 1900 after Just SO years
of settlement; Barrick's Cove, settled in the late 18005
and abandoned around 1900; Big Cove, 70 years old
in 1960 when it was deserted; Big Head Cove, home
to a few people for the five years between 1900 and
1905; and Lobster Harbour, the oldest of the group sur­
viving from the mid-l800s until 1960.

The population of Seal Cove more than doubled in
the two decades following 1891, and by 1911, it boast­
ed a teacher, a merchant, a government official, one
miner and a Church of England school. The 32
fishermen-farmers had 47 boats and the fishery was
worth more than SS,CXXJ that year. A lobster factory had
started up and the census for that year noted that resi-

The hetbor .t S..I Cov.

dents cut 450 fenceposts, 13 masts and 33,450 pieces
of firewood. Two Seal Cove residents looked after the
abandoned mine in the 1920s when Baie Vette was
deserted.

A wharf was not started until around 1950, so early
coastal boats had to use Southern Arm in all but good
weather and sea conditions. A.T. White was the local
fish buyer in that year, and he and L.J. Noble of Nip­
pers Harbour bought 35 quintals of cod, 6,500 Ibs. of
salmon and 80 seals from 14 fishermen working in six
crews. They also bought lightly salted cod from as far
away as Fleur de Lys.

Wild Cove
This small community northwest of Baie Verte was

settled around the same time-and for the same
reasons-as Seal Cove. For many years, the primary
industry was fishing and while forestry and mining
offered alternative employment to residents, most now
make their liVing from the sea.

The first census listing of Wild Cove was in 1891,
when a population of 56 in 19 families was recorded.
The school could accommodate 36 students but only
one attended. Fishermen landed 357 quintals of cod,
87 barrels of herring and 131 seals worth more than
S2,0Cl0 using a 21-ton schooner and six boats. They'd
made $31 in 1890 from the five furs sold.

Nearby communities such as Big Cove were attract·
ing settlers around the same time, as were larger
centres farther east. Big Cove had 19 residents in 1891
and they, too, had a relatively good fishing season,

St. Swithen'. Anglie.n Church, Se.1 Cove

While the fishery remained relatively strong, many
residents turned to woods work when it began in ear­
nest on the peninsula, with 70 men employed by
Bowater and many more at a sawmill in 1950.

Seal Cove was incorporated in 1958, when the popu­
lation was about 350 and increasing steadily, although
the number of fishermen continued to drop. There
were Anglican, Salvation Army and Pentecostal
churches, and the community was served by the SS
Northern Ranger and the MV Nania.

In 1960, a Pentecostal school was started with L. Pur­
ba principal, and there were already two-room Angli·
can and United Church schools.

The population continued to increase slowly but
steadily. In 1951, it was 285,462 in 1961, 698 in 1971
and 751 in 1981. More and more residents were turn­
ing from fishing to logging and mining, and in 1976,
92 men from Seal Cove worked at the mines in Baie
Verte. Seal Cove also became something of a centre
for the tiny communities of Bear Cove, Westport and
Jackson's Arm.

Because demand for seal products has decreased,
that part of the fishery is not as important as it once
was, although there are still some who make a signifi·
cant part of their income sealing, and the Canadian
Sealers' Association is quite active. Area mining activity
will be curtailed at least until exploration turns up new
deposits of ore and there is less logging carried on than
in the past 40 years. ~

The harbor .t Wild Cove



Wild Cove

landing 70 quintals of cod and a tierce of salmon, along
with 16 barrels of herring.

After 1900, Wild Cove's population dwindled and
the community was in danger of disappearing. In 1911,
36 people in seven Methodist families stiJIlived there
and the school had three of seven children attending
classes regularly, but there were no merchants or cler·
gymen. The six fishermen-fanners had 16 boats and
landed cod, salmon, herring and seals worth a little
over SJ,lXKI. Residents also cut 50 fenceposts and 6,900
pieces of firewood. Big Cove, on the other hand, grew
slightly to 23 fishing and farming families. It seems luck
played as Significant a role as any in detennining which
of the tiny communities died out, and Wild Cove was
one of the handful to survive.

One thing slightly different about Wild Cove,

DeCKS AWASH· 7

however, was that fewer of its residents left the fish·
ery for logging and mining when opportunities on the
peninsula arose In those fields. While the number of
residents and fishermen remained steady in the early
part of the 19005, an increase occurred in the fishery
in the 1950s when most of the peninsula showed a
drop. The number of fishennen rose, in fact, from
29 in 1951 to 35 in 1959. and they landed on average
790,000 Ibs. a year. The community, at that time, was
served also by the Northern Ranger and the Nonia.

In the early 1970s, between 15 and 20 worked in the
Baie Verte mines, but most residents stayed with the
fishery. By the end of the decade, however, 25 were
employed in mining and 25 in fishing. It is likely the
trend towards mining as the primary source of income
in Wild Cove would have continued, but with the

Natse. liahplant, Wild Cove

Voiceyour
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D60%08 aftermidnight
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downturn in the industry in Baie Verte, residents
returned to the fishery.

In 1983, five longliners with 20 fishermen and 12
smaller boats with 38 fishermen landed fish at the La
Scie NatSea plant. A feeder plant at Wild Cove. owned
by the community and leased to NatSea, was consi­
dered inadequate at that time and it was recommend­
ed the wharf and plant be upgraded. The plant em­
ployed 25 and bought from 20 fishermen, but the poor
wharf facilities meant the eightlongliners in Wild Cove
had to land fish elsewhere.

Baie Verte

The French first discovered the impressive stands
of trees at Baie Verte where they cut firewood in the
late 16005, but it was not until much later that Baie
Verte's mineral wealth was unearthed.

Its name appears on the oldest of maps, as John Guy
wrote to a Mr. Slaney in 1611, "At the Green
Bay... there is a great store of good ground without
woods, and there is a thousand acres together, which
they say may be mowed this year."

The Terra Nova Mine, producing copper and sul­
phur, opened a mile and a half inland from Baie Verte
during the 18505 and operated intermittently until 1916.
It is believed to be the first operating mine on the
peninsula, and contained chakopyrite, pyrite, and pyr­
rhotite, of which 1.5% was copper. 115 products were
used to make sulphuric acid and sold to the U.S. elec­
trical industry.

French controlled the area unti11904, but English fa­
milies arrived in the 18705 and for a time, the area was
known as Little Bay North. The first permanent resi­
dent is said to be a man called "Uncle Sammy", who
was followed by Peter John of Brent's Cove and Patty
John from Aeur de Lys. There were only 13 perma­
nent residents in 1891, but Baie Verte was growing.

A sawmill employing 30 sawed 35,000 ft. of spruce,
as well as railway ties and pit props in 1910. The New­
foundland and Labrador Pilot 190'7 reported about 200
men employed at the Terra Nova Mine, although the
population grew substantially solely as a result of that
operation.

In the early 19005, production at the mine was as
high as 20,000 long tons a year. There is a story that

&rty IlltttIIn cIMr the IMcI tor f*ntIng M Beie Verttl (ph0­
to court..,. EI.. Wh81en).

The feeder plant, built with a Canada Works grant
and provincial government money, could produce
groundfish fillets but had no freeZing facilities.

The sealing tradition has also been revitalized in re­
cent years, and in 1986 Mark Small of Wild Cove, then
president of the Canadian Sealers Association, was
named outstanding fisherman In the province by the
St. John's Jaycees. The /'I:atSea plant continues to oper­
ate and, so far, Wild Cove has had a good season this

yea< 11

hie Verte'. harbor w.. almost .. busy 30 years ago ..
It i. today (photo courtesy EI.. Wh8len).

the Terra Nova mine was sabotaged by a German offi­
cial in 1915, but no further deposits have been found
since then. Whatever the cause, the mine closed
around 1916. The fishery, too, had been abandoned
by then because gelling to the fishing grounds from
Baie Verte proved so difficult.

At the same time, pulpwood logging began in ear·
nest and steadily increased, as did the population.
There were 68 residents by 1911, 22 were Roman
Catholic, U Church of England, 32 Methodist and two
Salvation Anny. There was a Methodist church but no
school for the 22 children. There were 20 fishermen­
farmers, four mechanics, two lumberers, six miners.
an office worker and a few trapped beavers for a living.

Baie Verte became a depot for the Bowater Pulp and
Paper Company in 1938 and forestry became the com­
munity's most important industry. In 1939. 27 lived
in Baie Verte, but 8owater's operations employed 250
men in the woods. Nearby communities that had been
settled by fishermen began to lose workers to Baie
Vette, causing such places as Slaughterhouse Cove and
Pendergast's Cove to the north to disappear.

The first school was set up in the late 19305 in a bam
that could be described only as makeshift. In 1984,
Memorial University student Barry Rowe researched
Baie Verte history and wrote, "On one side there were
children of aU ages and grades while on the other side
were farm animals."

The first teacher was George Walsh, foUowed by
Marie (Barker) Sullivan, who taught at the new Roman
Catholic school in the 1940s. Harrison Pike was the first
teacher at a United Church school built soon after.



The first post and telegraph office was opened and
run by Mrs. Ella Whalen in 1939. Planes replaced dog­
teams the following winter with coastal boats deliver­
ing mail in summer. By 1945, the population had
grown to 282, and a rash of land sales by Bowater en­
couraged new families to move to Bail' Verte, bring­
ing the number of permanent residents to 650 by 1946.

In the late 194Os, the sulphur-laden dump caught
fire, killing many of the ..almon and trout in the area's
rivers and coves. In the 1950s, both Baggs Cove and
Terra Nova copper mines were operating. Gold was
also mined and there were deposits of iron, lead, zinc.
nickel and silver, although none was exploited to any
great extent.

In 1955, the Newfoundland government granted
M.J. Boylen a concession of 1,813 square kilometres for
prospecting on the Baie Verte Peninsula. Two men
working the concession, George McNaughton and
Norman Peters, discovered asbestos along the steep
side of what is now called mine hill. It has since been
cleared, but was at that time covered by spruce trees
with little rock exposed.

A generic term referrin~ to any of the fibrous, crys-

~~~nn~ wood.t 8.le Verte c.1940 (photo courtesy Ell.

talline minerals which can be spun into heat resistant
materials, asbestos was in great demand when first dis­
covered at Baie Verte. It was the most valuable type,
a fibrous variety of serpentine called chrysotile which
was also mined in Quebec, Ontario, British Columbia
and the Yukon.

A diamond drill was moved to the site and the first
hole collared in November 1955. Prospectors found an
encouraging intersection of asbestos ore and stepped
up the drilling program, sinking an exploration shaft

A bcMt moored .t B8le Verte
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Not all of BIlle Verte Is mining .00 business-it has. very
.«nlCtlve waterfront.

to a depth of 100 ft. near the discovery outcrop. By
1957, Advocate Mines had completed 63,000 ft. of di­
amond drilling and 600 ft. of underground work to get
bulk samples from the are.

The results were assessed and Advocate sought
financing to start mining. They reached an agreement
with a financing group comprising the Canadian Johns­
Manville Co. Ltd., Patino Mining Corporation, Amet
Corporation, Inc., and Financiere Beige de )'Asbest­
Ciment S.A., with management control vested in
Canadian Johns-Manville Co. Ltd.

When it was determined the are was a viable
deposit, a Montreal company began a design for the
mine plant. The first stage was a dock to berth ocean­
going vessels, a fibre warehouse on the dock with
15,000 tons of fibre capacity (increased later to 26,000),
a mechanical services bUilding, stores, maintenance

Decks Awash has devoted its
October issue to this area.
We congratulate them on a
job well done.

We extend an open invitation
to one and all to visit us in
their travels across the
province.

You will enjoy the sights and
sounds of Baie Verte.

BAlE VERTE
TOWN COUNCIL



garage, road, and site preparation for future
development.

The second phase was construction of the mill build­
ing, primary crusher building, secondary crusher and
dryer building, dry rock storage, main office building
and power centre. It was completed in January 1963.

The third and final phase was the installation of
equipment and services. It began operating on a tune­
up basis June 30, 1963, and was completed early in
1964. The cost of going into production exceeded $24
million.

Advocate Mines Umited was in operation and its 500
employees (98% of whom were Newfoundlanders) be­
gan open-pit mining. Consolidated Rambler Mines
Ltd., ofwhkh M.J. Boylen was president, opened just
a year later. Annual production at Advocate Mines was
set at one million tons and the reserve estimated at 22
million. (Rambler had a reserve of 750,OCO tons of cop­
per ore.)

Major markets for asbestos were found in Ewope
and South America and ore reserves were expected to
last about 20 years. The population of Baie Verte rose
dramatically to 704 by 1956, and to 958 by 1961, with
nearly half the work force employed in the mines.

As well, roads, water, sewer and other services built
for the mine all benefited Baie Verie. A Bank of Nova
Scotia opened in 1957, the first clear sign of perma­
nence and stability for what was, for quite a long time,
little more than a glorified lumber and mining camp.
A clinic to serve the area from Westport to Pacquet was
built, and a Salvation Army Gtadel erected in 1951
boasted nearly 200 members by 1957. The town was
incorporated in 1958 with William Eaton mayor.

Growth was steady over the next 15 years, with a
population of 2,194 in 1966, to 2,692 in 1981. Families
moved there under resettlement from Purbeck's Cove,
Tilt Cove, Bear Cove, Round Harbour, Burlington,
Miles (oye and Little Bay, and the mines continued
to add about 5700,OCO annually into the local economy.

There was, however, growing alarm at the health
risks associated with mining and using asbestos. In
1975, Dr. Robert Morgan of the University of Toronto
surveyed asbestos-related health hazards at Baie Verte
and found citizens on and off the job "exposed to gross
amounts of asbestos fibre." Dr. H.W. Edstrom pub­
lished similar findings in the Newfoundland Medical
Association Journal, August 1978:

Asbestos exposure produces rare malig­
nant tumor of the pleura called mesothelio­
ma. Cases haye been reported alter limited
exposure such as wives... washing the
miners' clothes.•.. To my knon:ledge, no
asbestos-related di<;eases ha\.·e been identi­
fied In Baie Verte workers [but).•. the reput­
ed high leyels of dust in the mill and com­
munity certainly make me concerned that
a problem may soon be recognized.

Workers went on strike in 1978 to protest working
conditions, and won several concessions from manage­
ment. Showers for both workers and their vehicles
were installed, and dust, noise and gas levels were to
be closely monitored. A ventilation system was im­
proved and medical reports on workers brought up­
to-date. Adyocate also gaye them a 37-cent an hour pay
raise. The company started asbestos fibre sampling in
1968, and the highest counts were in the screening
areas, with far less fibre found in the refining and bag­
ging areas.

In 1978, the mine produced 80,000 tons of asbestos
and the health concerns seemed to have been ade­
quately dealt with. As often happens in mining towns,
however, there was a week-long shutdown at Advo­
cate in August 1981 because of a "serious cash liquidity
problem", and another for three months the follow­
ing summer. Following Johns-Manville's announce­
mentthat the mine was no longer feasible, August 13,
1981, became known as Black Thursday.

The mine was reactiyated in August 1982 by a new
company, Baie Verte Mines Inc., a subsidiaryofTrarur
Pacific Asbestos, with a 514-million federal grant and
loan package. That, too, now is being phased out as
the ore body runs deeper underground than can be
economically strip mined

Consolidated Rambler Mines closed April 30, 1982,
because of low copper prices and low~gradeore. This
put 115 miners out of work and the mine was flooded
for safety and to eliminate any hope of its reopening.
The town has, however, become a service centre for
the northwestern part of the peninsula and is no longer
entirely dependent upon mining or forestry for its well­
being. Development of a small craft marina and attrac­
tions such as the Baie Verle Peninsula Miners Muse­
um have helped Baie Verte's survival in the face of the
mines' closure.
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Newfoundland's inshore fishery is on the
edge of extinction, due entirely to 41
years of mismanagement by Ottawa.
Inshore fishermen have been asking,
begging, and pleading for sensible fish·
ery management to save their livelihood,
their traditions, and their future • all in
vain. Ottawa has answered with more
offshore licenses, exaggerated quotas,
and, worst of all, by allowing trawlers to
fish cod spawning grounds during the
spawning season.

Newfoundland Inshore Fisheries Associ·
ation (NIFA) was born at a giant, public
rally held at 51. Kevin's Hall, The Goulds,
in 1985. NIFA has spent the last five
years trying to get Ottawa to realize its
mistakes and the implications of those
mistakes for inshore fishing communities.

But the fight has just begun - it is time to
step up the effort and that's where you
come Into the picture.

* court challenge to Ottawa on * meetings with fishermen through·
northern cod mismanagement out the province regarding their

struggle to survive

* fund raising • Christmas raffle;
annual dinner and dance; sale of * founding member of the Coalition
pins, hats and bumper stickers; for Fisheries Survival
membership fees; and, donations

* active intervention on behalf of the

* numerous meetin~s with federal inshore fishery at hearings of the
scientists on the e ects of trawler Harris Commission on northern
overfishing cod stocks

* publication of the first scientific * fightin~ for the inshore at meet·
report to show the real effects of in~s a Ottawa's Atlantic Ground·
trawler fishing on the cod spawn· fis Advisory Council (AGAC)
ing grounds

....................................................'5lI TEAR HERE iii' .

~~~~~~~~~~ ~~[!J~&I'IT1l(Q)OO

YES, I want to help' NIFA in 1991. My $5 membership fee will help save a 400-year·old trad~ion and
I will receive NIFA s annual report setting out the true state of our fisheries and what must be done
In 1991 to save them.
Please, do not send cash through the mail; use money order or personal cheque only. Mail to

NIFA
P.O. Box 5580

51. John's, Newfoundland
Ale 5W4

Nam,, _ F": $."'5.,.OO'- Addltionll Contribution: $ _

Addrt..:. _

oecuPitlon: Phonl: PoItaI CodI:. _
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Coachman's Cove
The French used Coachman's Cove as a fishing sta­

tion in the 17005 and called it Pot d'Etain (tin pot). En·
glish settlers, who may have come at French invita·
tion as gardiens of stages and equipment in winter
months, called it Coachman's Cove. The Journal of the
House ofAssembly, 1873, reported, "The French Cap­
tains, prior to their leaving the shore, appoint one or
more of the English settlers Gardiens of their habitat·
ing stages, and other articles of property which they
leave on the coast"

As with a number of small communities on the
northern Baie Verte Peninsula, by 1870, the English
used Coachman's Cove year round while the French
stayed from June to September

The population in 1857 was 21 in two Roman Cathol·
Ie families. They used seven boats to land 220 quintals
of cod, 10 barrels of herring and 94 seals. The popula·
tion seemed to increase dramatically to 237 by 1869,
but that number most likely included French fisher·
men. At that time, there was a merchant and a Roman
Catholic Church.

Permanent residents numbered just 51 in 1872, in·
eluding the Downey, Bailey, Normor, Dobbin, Dow,
VernEy and Drover families. By 1891, there were 181
people in Coachman's Cove, and there was a priest,
a farmer and 50 fishermen-farmers. There was a church
and school for 50 pupils, but only 40 of the 88 children
attended. Inshore fishermen used two small schoon·
ers and 27 boats to land 1,086 quintals of cod, 16 tierces
of salmon, 30 barrels of herring and two seals. A lob­
ster factory employed 11 to pack 100 cases of lobster,
and five furs were sold for $16 a year eartier.

In 1904, McAlpine's Newfoundland Directory list·
ed William Breen as postmaster and the Reverend
Richard Shean as priest. By 1911, there were 260 in 48
Roman Catholic families with a church and school, a
priest, teacher, farmer and government official. The
81 fishermen-farmers landed 2,052 quintals of cod that
year, along with salmon and herring worth a total of
nearly S12,1XX>.

As with nearby communities, opportunities in the
lumber woods proved tempting. and fishing began to
diminish in importance. While cod and herring were
still the mainstay in 1940, the community had three
sawmills, but by the 19505, lumbering had become the
most important industry and men fisned in summer
merely to supplement their incomes.

The public wharf at Coachman'. Cova

Scenic Coachman's Cove

The population remained stable through three de­
cades, with 284 people in 1951. Fishermen sold their
catches to James Norris & Co., Gus Norman, and W.B.
Milley of Pacquet. A credit union had been started in
1951 and had 35 members. The local sawmill cut about
300,000 board feet each year and employed 60 men.

A rocky section 01 the beach In Coachman'. Cove

Another 20 cut pulpwood for Bowater in the fall and
winter.

With a more diverse economy, Coachman's Cove
thrived and in the 19605 was linked by road to other
communities on the peninsula. By 1971, the commu·
oily had grown to 334. Mining operations provided yet
another source of work, and in 1976, 36 people worked
at Advocate Mines. With the downturn in fishing and
logging. however, the growth was curtailed, and in
1981, 279 people were listed. In 1983, there were 11
small boals with 23 fishermen landing fish at the Nat·
Sea plant in La Scie. ~
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Fleur de Lys

An Isolated .r•• 01 Fleur d. Lys

LEDREW
UMBER CO.LlD.

A COMPLETE LINE OF
BUILDING MATERIALS

LUMBER, ROOFING, WINDOWS
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING

SUPPLIES, ETC.

FREE DELIVERY &
FREE ESTIMATES

834-2051

oiJ lamps. and are admired by archeologists for their
craftsmanship and skill.

The marks they made remain, and the cliff is pro­
tected as a valuable archeological site. A boardwalk has
been built to within a few metres of the diff face and
the short walk from the main road in Fleur de Lys af­
fords a startling glimpse of our distant, mostly forgot-

The most northerly community on the Baie Verte
Peninsula, Fleur de Lys is also undoubtedly the oldest
Nearly 4,lXXJ years ago, Maritime ArchaK: Indians hunt­
ed in the area and fished the waters. They most likely
spent summer months on a small beach terrace in what
is now Fleur de Lys, and left behind artifacts in the
soil and rock as clues to their way of life. They set up
tent camps, and hunting parties used bayonets, spears
and harpoons to take seals and caribou. They butch­
ered the animals with stone knives, u<;ed nets and lines
to catch salmon and trout, and had stone axes, adzes
and gouges to cut down trees for boats, tentpoles. tools
and firewood.

In AD 400-750, Dorset Eskimos. whose culture de­
veloped in Alaska, and was identified by Canadian ar­
cheologist Diamond Jenness in 1925. discovered what
had attracted their predecessors. the Maritime Archaic
Indians. They occupied the same beach terrace
sheltered from the harsh northerly wind and close to

forests and fresh water. Fleur de Lys also offered an
abundance of soapstone which was so easy to shape
and carve. They scraped and chipped away at the
edges of a block and perhaps used a wooden lever to
snap it away from the cliff face in a quarry only about
200 metres from where they lived. Archeologists say
the soapstone quarry is the finest example of prehistor­
ic mining technology in Eastern Canada. From these
blocks they fashioned cooking pots. bowls and seal-

Dorset Eaklmo SOIIpstone quarry, F~ur de LV•. Notice Ihe
squ.re sc.... ~n bV some of Newfoundl.nd's e.rllest
mine..... they sn.pped blocks of the soft stone off the
cllfff-ee.





Directory recorded Fleur de Lys as "A fishing station
on the French Shore with a fine Harbour", and listed
George and Michael Lewis and John and Robert Walsh
as fishermen. The French retained a strong presence,
as shown by the 1872 log of the HMS Lapwing, in
which Capt. A.H, Hoskins reported:

The French Captain, M. Jules Gueret,
seems anxious to improve the place as far
as he is concerned; he had built a bakery,
a bath, a drinking fountain, dIld some adi·
tional cabins for the accommodation ofhis
men, \..·hich improvement, however
creditable to himself, I cannot but think are
in direct violation of the treaty; two addi­
tional French rooms are established here
this rear

By 1874; the population had reached 49, and indud·
ed two Irish·bom settlers, and rose again by 1891 to
112. In that year, 39 fishermen-farmers operated 12
boats landing cod, salmon, herring and seals worth
$2,063 in total. The first Roman Catholic church was
built around that time at Chapel Rock and named the
Church of the Seven Dolors. A priest visited from
Coachman's Cove and another, Father Brown, sailed
over from Fogo. The first school was also built with
a Miss Annie Dwyer of Tilling Harbour, Fogo Island,
the first teacher.

The fishery was important to English and French
alike, with 1888 known as the "year of the great seal
haul" because of the 12,000 seals taken at nearby Par­
tridge Point. Fleur de Lys was used by St. John's and
Conception Bay schooners en route to the Labrador
fishery. One of the first businesses was operated by
Albert Michael, a travelling merchant from SI. John's,
and Theresa Traverse ran a small store until 1916. Har­
ry Northcott from Lewisporte and James Hedderson
started businesses in 1926 and 1945 respectively.

Between 1891 and 1911, the population more than
doubled and the fishery grew. In spite of poor soil and
weather conditions for farming, by 1911 there was no
doubt Fleur de Lys would survive and even prosper,
particularly because of mineral exploration just begun
in the area.

Capt. Danny Kinsella prospected a molybdenite
deposit in 1916 and 118 tons of are were subsequently
mined, sampled and sent to Ottawa for inspection. In
1936, the Anglo-Newfoundland Investment Trust Ltd.
surveyed the site resulting in another year's develop­
ment. William Traverse discovered a lead vein in 1936,

St. There.. ROl1llln Catholic Church, Fleur de lya

Another view of the qu.rry

but neither lead nor molybdenite deposits were of com·
mercial worth, Brothers Frank and Mike Lewis were
reported to have discovered copper while digging a
root cellar, and Sandy Hodder from TwUlingate tried
to mine the site but was unsuccessful. A lead and zinc
mine was started at Cannings Hill and managed by a
Mr. Prichard and then by a Mr. Sheppard.

In 1921 there was a pit prop operation managed by
Bert Strong and later Frank Dawe, and six people were
lumbenng. Chesley Dawe &:: Sons later ran a wood in·
dustry there.

Fishing, logging and mining employed Fleur de Lys
residents in the 1940s and 19505, with the main spe·
des cod, salmon, mackerel and some capelin, although
in the 19405, the salmon catch was very poor; in fact,
1952 marked the first time salmon had been caught in
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gan operations by 1892, producing gold as well as cop­
per are.

The Goldenville Claim was discovered in 1902 and
produced $1,500 worth of gold and bullion and $1,500
in concentrates from 1881 to 1909. Its closure prompt­
ed most residents to leave and the community did not
appear in the 1911 census.

Many of today's families moved to Ming's Bight
from other Baie Verte communities. Elias Dicks was
listed for Shoe Cove in 1846, and a Rice from England
was said to be the first settler at Bear Cove in the early
18005. The Greenhams and Regulars later arrived from
Bonavista, Trinity and Conception Bays.

Numbers of ftshermen rose from 20 in 1951 to 44 by
1959. Average annual landings in the 1956-59 period
were 581,000 Ibs. There was a salmon cannery in the
19405, and a sawmill operated year round.

Although settled by Roman Catholic fishermen in
the 18005, Ming's Bight later became home to mem­
bers of the Salvation Anny, and Pentecostal and United
Churches. The first Pentecostal visits were in early 1956
with Sterling and Max Regular holding services in the
summer. Pastor Garland Curtis arrived later that year
as resident pastor until 1958. Both the Pentecostal
Church and Salvation Army have clergy now living in
the community, the Pentecostal pastor for 13 years and
the Salvation Army captain for three years. The Unit­
ed Church minister used to visit once a month. A Pen­
tecostal school was started in 1961, as was a new
church. The two-room school had additions built in
1969 and 1971. A new school, Oceanview Pentecostal
Academy, was built in 1984 with Alonzo Dwyer and
Don Randell as teachers and had 68 students in 1985.

The community has seen several fluctuations in
population in the 1900s. Mining activity brought the
number of residents to 156 in 40 families by 1951, but
this dropped to 123 in 1956 before the reopening of

Paequet

The French may have been seasonal residents in the
Pacquet area, and archaeological finds suggest lots of
summer fishing activity. A copper mine operated in
the late 18505 but qUickly closed. There were two resi­
dents in 1857: a man of 70 and a woman of under 20,
but, by 1869, there were two Roman Catholic families
with six boats and some livestock, and five fishermen
in 1874. The log of the HMS Foam mentioned three

Pecquet United Church
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The outer h8rbour .t Mlng'. Bfght

mines raised it to 378 in 1971 and 437 in 1981. Fifty­
two residents worked in the Baie Verte mines in 1976.
A few people continue to work in the asbestos mine
in Baie Verte, but its closure will affect them and sup­
pliers, and local mining prospects remain unclear. A
group of companies headed by Pacific Coast Mines
drilled for gold in the summer of 1984, and gold
deposits at Stagger Tight and Deer Cove bring a pos­
sibility of employment.

Most having a trade find work away from home, and
some are cutting wood in Nova Scotia, but some youn­
ger men stay to fISh with their fathers. Aloysius Regular
has a sawmill and also cuts pulpwood, but fishing now
is the main income earner. One longliner with a crew
of five and 30 small boats with 90 fishermen sold fish
to the La Scie fishplant in 1983. The buying station at
the bottom of a steep hill at the northern edge of the
community continues to be busy in summer. ~

H. Norman & Sons would
like to extend an invitation
to anyone visiting the Baie
Verte Peninsula to drop in
and see us at our store in
Pacquet.

Our thanks to Decks
Awash for including us in
their October 1990 issue.

Be seeing you.

H. NORMAN & SONS

TELEPHONE (709) 251-3126
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families in North East Arm in the early 1880s, although
the settlement was abandoned before 1884. Four small
schooners fishing at Paris Arm were from other
communities.

James Seymour, Richard Griffin, James MitcheU and
a Mr _Lacey are reputed to have been among the first
English and Irish settlers to return a few years later.
Seymour was from Fortune Harbour, Green Bay. The
original Laceys were Irish families who settled in Con­
ception Bay, but Thomas Lacey was a planter at Twil·
lingate by 1871 and likely the ancestor of today's fa­
milies. Family tradition states that George Mitchell
from England moved from Herring Neck to Uttle Bay
Islands in 1850 and then to Pacquet.

Mark Sacrey, who moved from Twillingate to the
Horse Islands, also settled in Pacquet in 1888. By 1891,
when the population was 35, Henry Norman from
Oarkes Beach, Conception Bay, Jim Simms, Esau Bur·
ton, Simon Loveman and Jacob Elms from Leading
Tickles, Notre Dame Bay, Arch Gillingham from
Gander Bay, and Eleazar Burton from Kelligrews had
also settled. The Griffin, Seymour, Elms and Lacey fa­
milies, however, all left. Most were alUrch of England,
although there were a few Methodists and Roman
Catholics, and none of the 20 children was in school.
Fishermen landed small amounts of cod, herring and
seals worth 5776, and sold four furs for $38. In 1891,
26 seals were landed, but cod was the main fishery,
with capelin and squid as bait, although salmon and
herring were also caught.

There were 35 residents in seven mainly Church of
England families in 1891, but, by 1901, there were 109
residents and all but two were Methodists. The
Methodist Mission started in 1884 and a church was
built before 1891, although there were just four
Methodists and three Roman Catholics listed compared
to 28 Church of England members. Ministers came
from Englee once or twice a year, and included
Reverend J.W. Winsor and Reverend J.G. Boyles in the
early 19OOs. First Methodist Church was built in 1910,
and La Scie became the pastoral charge with more fre­
quent visits. Pacquet was later part of Baie Verte Mis­
sion. First United Church was built in 1954 and con­
secrated by Reverend J.W. Winsor the next year.

A school was built in 1900, a larger one in 1910, and
an even larger one in 1939. Some of the first teachers
included Messrs. BuUer and Legrow and Misses Moore
and King. The Pentecostal Missions of Newfoundland
arrived in the early 1950s and built a church in 1955
and a two-room school in 1956.

The community had grown to 111 by 1911, when it
was listed as North East Pacquet. Sixteen of the 18 chil­
dren were in the Methodist school, and the commu­
nity had both a clergyman and a merchant. The fish­
ery provided a liVing for most of the 19 families, with
1,226 quintals of cod and 286 barrels of herring worth
$6,400 landed, and Herbert Norman had a rod oil fac­
tory. Residents also cut 50 fenceposts, 25 wharfstkks
and a Jarge amount of firewood. Logging fm the Anglo­
Newfoundland (A.N.D.) Company and Bowater
proVided seasonal employtnent.

Merchants included James Strong of Uttle Bay ls­
lands and Osmond Brothers of Moreton's Harbour,
and the first post office had opened by 1916. By 1921,
the population was up to 164, reached 193 in 1945 and

A peaceful harbor scene .t pacquet

Hervut Time Pentecostel Church In Pacquet

The boets .,. out et Pecquet.



had increased to 246 by 1951. In 1950, 58 fishermen
in 20 crews caught 2,433 quintals. The 1952 fishery
provided 2,000 quintals plus 10,000 lbs. of salmon sold
to a local cannery, and 35 seals. R. Norman and \V.B.
Milley bought fish from local fishermen and from Har­
bour Round, Ming's Bight, Horse Islands and
Woodstock.

Average annual landings in the 1956-59 period were
1,141,000 lbs. Two small sawmills operated in the
winter months The first retail stores were started
around 1900 by Strong and by \-\'.B. Milley who oper·
ated a salmon cannery in the 19505. The Strong busi­
ness was run until then by Herbert Norman who later
took it over, renaming it H. 'orman & Sons. He sup­
plied Ming's Bight, Horse Islands. Brent's Cove and
Woodstock. James 'orman started another business
that did not last.

The community had a public wharf used by the
Norlhm1 Rilngtr and Springdldt. Boyce Sacrey, Dorman
Sacrey and Raymond Warrick and Herbert Norman
continued into the late 1960'S. The opening of a road
from Baie Verte in 1961 saw men leave the fishery.

The Pentecostals arrived in the early 19505, with Pas-.
tor Joe Whalen visiting from Horse islands, and then
Pastor Ellsworth, who started construction of a church
in 1956. Pastor Williams was the first resident pastor
for a year, and a Miss Hillier also taught in the school
built by Albert Hann in 1958. A new school, E. Burton
Pentecostal Academy, named in honor of Pastor Eli

Woodstock
Both Woodstock and Pacquet share a common har­

bor entrance, although Woodstock is sheltered by
7QO..ft. hills on three sides, The settlement was known
as Southwest Pacquet, with the neighboring settlement
known as Northeast Pacquet. but the name was
changed when a post office was opened after 1911. The
postmaster, George Packwood, named the communi­
ty Woodstock because of the abundance of timber avail­
able. The wooded hillsides encouraged logging rather
than fishing, although a few settlers fished out of
Charlies Cove to the northeast.

Many early settlers, lured by mining, arrived from
Conception Bay in the 1870s-1890s. They hunted seals
off the Horse Islands in winter and took cod of( Wood­
stock in summer. The settlement of Gooseberry Cove

The wooded stopes outside Woodstock tulrbor
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Burton who died on the coast of Labrador, opened in
1980 and had 52 students in 1985.

An area innovation was the use of longliners by lo­
cal fishermen who had resisted them for many years.
Dorman Sacrey. Sr., wrote in a 1970 poem:

There is a man at Pacquet, who made a
mighty leap,
He bought a smalllongliner, and went out
in the deep,
1tell you it's surprising to see what one can
do.
To bring in so much fish as he, with such
a little crew

Pacquet continued to grow and by 1971, its popula·
tion was 429 and there was talk of a hydroelectric de­
velopment at Pacquet Brook. This failed to material·
ize, and the fishery and mines continued to provide
most employment. 'ickersons operated a holding fa­
cility for its fishplant at Jackson's Arm until the early
1980s when the population dropped to 395.

Both before and after the restructuring of the fish­
ery in 1983, fishermen sold their fish to National Sea
Products. One longliner with five fishermen and 59
small boats with 146 fishermen supplied fish to the La
Scie fishplant in 1983. Ninety-nine residents of Pacquet
and Woodstock worked in the Baie Verte mines in
1976, but the closing of nearby mines has somewhat
reduced the population and some have returned to the
fishery. ~

was occupied from the mid-l800s to 1950 and had a
waterwheel and sawmill. Its lumber was shipped out
by schooner.
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United Church, Woodstock

William ElIiot(t) and Joseph Anderson moved to
Woodstock in 1903 and R(e)uben Mercer arrived from
Burlington, Green Bay. Several other families arrived
in 1904 to settle on the south side of the harbor. They
included the families of John and James Pardy, Robert
Weeks, William Sparkes, Esau McKay, George Ralph,
David and Joseph Decker. George Decker arrived from
Wild Cove around 1905, together with Thomas Pack­
wood and John Decker from Tilt Cove, John and Fred
Fradsham from Southern Arm, and the Regular fami­
lies from Wild Cove.

Origins of the early settlers indicate the attractive­
ness of the Baie Verte Peninsula to immigrants from
England, Scotland and Ireland. The Andersons likely
emigrated from the north of England in the late 1700s
and arrived in the White Bay district in the late 1800s.
Family tradition says that the first Bussey families ar­
rived in Conception Bay from southwest England and
later moved to St. Lunaire, from where they moved
after 1871. The Deckers were a West Country family,
with George and Israel Decker listed as Tilt Cove
miners in 1871. The Elliotts were planters at Fogo and

cemetery behind the United Church In Woodstock

Twillingate in the early 1800s. The Fradsham family
arrived at Harbour Grace from Bristol before 1843.

The McKays were a Scottish family, and the first area
mention is of Edward Mackey of Shoe Cove in 1849
and Tilt Cove in 1854. Family tradition says George
Mitchell from England moved from Herring Neck to
Little Bay Islands in 1850, and a George Mitchel(l) was
listed for Shoe Cove in 1851 and Little Bay Islands in
1858. George Packwood was listed for Round Harbour
in 1852. Samuel Pardy was listed as a miner at Tilt Cove
in 1871, and the family, from Poole, Dorset, likelyar-

rived from Twillingate. The Ralph family, originally
from Scotland, may have moved from Bonavista Bay.
Family tradition says a Randell from England settled
at Twillingate around 1839 and some of his family later
moved to White Bay. Henry Rideout arrived from En­
gland at Whales Gulch in the mid-l800s. William
Rid(e)out was listed for Round Harbour in 1847, and
Alfred Rideout for Tilt Cove in 1855.

It's said two Sacre brothers settled at Harbour Grace
from Jersey and one later moved to Twillingate. Tho­
mas Sac(a)ry was listed for Leading Tickles in 1850 and
Black Island in 1851. Thomas Sacrey, perhaps the same
man, was listed as a Tilt Cove miner in 1871. John
Sanders was listed for Beaver Cove in 1B44, and several
Saunders families lived in the Twillingate district. The
Sparkes family was in the Fogo district by the early
18OOs. The Sims and Symes families were in the Fogo
and Twillingate districts in the early 1800s and moved
north in the 1840s. The Weeks were another West

A trllnqull .fternoon scene in Woodstock

Country family, and James Weeks was a trader in the
Fogo district in the mid·l800s.

In 1911, when the community was still known as
Southwest Pacquet, the population was 158, all but
three Methodists, and 25 of the 29 children were in the
local one-room school. Fishing produced 990 quintals
of cod and 65 barrels of herring bringing in $5,006, but
logging was becoming a major occupation. Reuben
Mercer's sawmill employed three men to cut 500 logs
and produce 19,1XX> ft. of spruce and 80 fenceposts. The
abundance of firewood was evident by the total of
24,000 pieces cut.

After 1912, Woodstock residents turned more to the
woods, whereas those in Pacquet fished. Wood was
exported from 1912 but never in large amounts. Squid
were regular at Dumplin Bight to the east, but the next
place with any was Ming's Bight. An offshore shoal
tended to concentrate fish away from Woodstock so
many residents turned to woods work. In 1913, Zach
Sacrey and Oliver Saunders moved from Tilt Cove and
Caplin Cove, Green Bay, although Sacrey's name was
listed for Pacquet in 1895. He settled at Charlies Cove.
James Mitchell settled briefly on Horse Islands, as did
James Simms and Jack Rideout.

Of the early families, Joseph Anderson moved to
Ship Cove, White Bay. Claude Bowes arrived from
Nippers Harbour and his son, Walter, remained to help
in a family business and set up a farm. Tilt Cove's
David Decker's grandchildren still live in Woodstock,



as do Joseph Decker's descendants, but John Decker
moved to Roddickton. Wmiam ElIiot(t) returned to Pac­
quet, and the families of both Henry and George Dyre
moved. John Fradsham's family remained, as did that
of Andrew Fudge from :'\:otre Dame Bay and James
Mitchell, but William McKay moved and Reuben Merc­
er closed his mill and moved to Bcllisiand. The fami­
lies of Thomas Packwood from Tilt Cove, John and
James Regular, Oliver Saunders, Jim Simms and Robert
Weeks all stayt.>d, but those of James Pardy, George
Ralph. Jack Ridt.'Out from Horse Islands and William
Sparkes all mmed away

In 1921, Woodstock had 188 residents in 44 families,
but the population fell to 154 in 1935 when there were
131 United Church, 17 Salvation Army and six Church
of England members in Woodstock. The United
Church minister came from La Scie once a month, but,
after 1963, the Baie Verte minister held services twice
a month. The Salvation Army had built a citadel and
school bv 1%0. In 1961, the Pentecostal Mission ar­
rived, co'mpleting a church in 1968, when the United
Church built a new SChOlll with a Mr. Butler as teacher.
After 1967, all high school students were bused to Baie
Verte.

After Gid Sacrey built a large mill in the 1950s most
worked in the woods. When he returned from the war
in 1945, he started a small retail business which be­
came the only local shop. His lumber business and con­
tract work for the government employed all working
men in Woodstock and others from nearby communi­
ties, and by offering credit he encouraged many young
couples to settle Zach Sacrt?y, who kept the books for

Horse Islands
The name of this fishing settlement may have origi­

nated from a connection to pirates from a part of North
Africa, Barbary, known for its horses. The French had
earlier named them "L'lles de Sainte Barbe" after the
patroness of sailors and navigators. There is a refer­
ence in Seary's Family N.1nleS of the Island of New­
foundland to two Bath brothers who arrived from En·
gland in the l500s, with one settling on the Horse
Islands.

The islands first became a regular year-round set­
tlement in 1850 for fishing and sealing families. The
islands had just nine people in 1857, but the size of
the summer fishery and winter sealing can be gauged
by the 115 residents listed in 1891. Eighty-four were
Methodists and 29 were Church of England, but none
of the 59childrt.>n was in the settlement's school. That
year the fishery provided 822 quintals of cod, 294 bar­
rels of herring and 360 ~als worth $4-.014. Apart from
15 inshore boats, the 31 fishermen also operated two
small schooners.

McAlpine's 1~ 'c\doundland Directory listed the
Bath, Butler. Burton, Curtis, Earl, Greenham, Hamp­
ton, Lacey, Rideout and Thoms families as residents.
An Elliott famil\! listed in 1898 was no longer living on
Horse Islands. All these family names can still be found
on the Baie Verte Peninsula.

There were 95 residents in 1911, when all 32 chil­
dren were in the Methodist school. The fishery was
listed at 1,538 qUintals of cod, 108 barrels of herring
and 79 seals landed for a total value of $8,542. Fami-
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the mill, reports the company built 13 government
wharves, sawed SOO,<XXJ ft. of lumber, cut 2,<XXJ wharf­
sticks and had a retail business turnover of $200,000
in 1963 when it employed more than 100 people. Pulp­
wood was loaded onto Danish and Norwegian ships.

By 1956, there were 201 residents with 35 fishermen,
but there were just 19 fishermen by 1959. Average an­
nuallandings in the 1956-59 period were 362,000 Ibs.
Many sawmill employees left when Rambler and Ad­
vocate mines opened, but the population was back up
to 278 in 57 families by 1970. Dorman Sauey, Sr., in
a 1970 poem, observed the arrival of modem services
was not all positive:

The poles were put in their place, and then
the cables strung,
When all the phones were in the homes you
would hear the women's tongues,
You would hear the baby crying and gran­
ny getting mad,
And then when trying to make a call, a
phone you wish you ne\-'er had.

The mining activity of the mid-l900s brought more
new families to the area, and, accordingly, the popu­
lation increased to 288 in 1971 and 345 by 1981. Gid
Sacrey Limited continues to be the major business in
the community. There's very little logging in Wood­
stock, although a few residents work with Clarke's in
Baie Verte and one or two work with Regular's and
Decker's sawmills. A lot of people switched to fishing
when the mines dosed in the 1950s, and the same thing
might happen now the asbestos mine is dosin~.

~

Brent's Cove with Horse Isl8ndS barely visible In the
dlsfllnc•.

lies also found time to cut 546 staves, 180 fenccposts,
40 wharfslicks and 19,J(X) pieces of firewood, indicat­
ing perhaps the wooded nature of the neighboring area
as much as the islands themselves.

The settlement came to the attention of Newfound­
landers when the Viking, a sealing vessel, blew up and
sank in March 1929, when only 26 of the 153 sailors
survived. The tragedy was described in "The Story of
the loss of the SS Viking" published in the Newfound­
land Quarterly of Spring 1933. Mrs. Lydia Chancey,
who wrote the story, added:

Horse Islands, yours is a tragic story!
Repeated again, and again;
With your one-tube set wireless station,
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Your handful of women and men.
Horse Islands continued as a relatively prosperous

fishing settlement until the 19605, reaching a maximum
of 400 residents in the 1930s. The number of fisher­
men remained steady after rising to 54 in 1954. This
reflected the growth in population hom 188 in 1951 to
215 by 1956. Average annual landings in 1956-59 were
975,000 lb•.

Mining surveys in 1941 indicated copper and

Harbour Round

Situated on Confusion Bay and separated from
Brent's Cove by a high, steep-sided hill, Harbour
Round was a French fishing station as early as the
1600s. Brent's Cove and Harbour Round were known
as "Grand Coup de Hache" and "Petit Coup de
Hache", perhaps in reference to the area's rock for­
mations. The harbor was used by fishermen hom St.

Harbour Round (Lee Wuttt air photo courtesy Still and Mov­
Ing Image., Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and
Labrador
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molybdenum deposits but no mines were ever opened.
The community was served by the Nonia, and, from
September 1954, had a two-room school run by the
Pentecostal Mission. There was some resettlement to
La Scie in the 19605, but the population was still 133
by 1966. Most residents later moved to La Scie and
other Bail' Verte Peninsula communities under the
1\:ewfoundland government's resettlement program..,
Malo in Brittany, and there was a French graveyard
at neighbonng Frenchman's Cove. Harbour Round still
had two French fishing stages in 1857 and a Roman
Cathohc family of five to guard them and cure 80 quin­
tals of cod. This family, which included Peter Layman,
was joined by others in the late 1860s. Some of the first
families were the Skinners. Jim Drover's and Gord El·
ford's. The Drover family arrived from Upper Island
Cove or Harbour Crace, and both the Elfords and Skin­
ner.. came from the West Country of England,

By 1871, there were 37 Roman Catholic residents.
all fishing, and none of the 18 children was in school.
un'eJl's Newfoundland Directory that year described
Harbour Round as a small fishing stalion, but the ar·
rival of the Aylward, Furey, Haas, Hartery, Matthews,
Payne and Seymour families changed that. The Furey
families, originally from Jersey and Ireland in the late
1700s, moved from the Harbour Main area. Haas is a
French surname found only in the Harbour Round ­
Brent's Cove area. The Harlery family from Ireland had
settled in Trinity and Bonavista Bays in the early 18005.
The Seymours were from the West Country of En·
gland, but the Sullivans were Irish and probably
moved to the area when mines opened in the
mid·1800s.

Other families soon followed. The Faheys were an
Irish family that first settled in Conception Bay in the

Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church, Har.
bour Round

late 1700s. Isaac Giles was listed for Indian Burying
Place in 1843, and Solomon Giles for Nippers Harbour
in 1850. Their arrival brought the population up to 63
in 1901, when the 11 fishermen landed 101 quintals of
cod, 19 tierees of salmon and seven barrels of herring
worth sm, and sold eight furs for $40. By 1911, there
were 82 residents, and 17 of the 20 children were in
school.

J Sullivan Brothers operated a salmon cannery from



Root cellar on east side of Harbour Round

Brent's Cove

An old French map called the site of Brent's Cove
La Rochelle, presumably because fishermen came from
that French lo..... n. Today's family name of Domalain
is a corruption of the Breton community of lIe-et­
Vilaine ..... here the family originated. The name is
unique to the Bale Verte and Brent's Cove area. Most
other families living in the community have English
and Irish origins and are related to the families listed
under Harbour Round.

Being closest to La Scie, Brent's Cove was one of the
first White Bay harbors to be settled by families arriv­
ing from Green Bay. The 1857 population of 21 had
nine large boats and six seal nets, and 330 quintals of
cod were cured. There were still just 31 residents in
1874, but mining activity along the Green Bay coast­
line increased the population to 72 in 1891. By that
time, there was a church and a school attended by 13
of the 36 children. The 27 fishermen landed 329 quin­
tals of cod, 36 tierces of salmon and 45 barrels of her­
ring worth $2,074, and four furs were sold for $20. Two
small communities at nearby Westcountry and Grap­
nell Coves had single families of 10 and nine respec­
tively. They landed small amounts of cod, salmon and
herring

The population was up to 114 in 1911, and the fish-

Regina Coell Convent In Brent'. Cove
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1920 to 1%5, packing 45,(0) lbs. a year. The 28 fisher­
men sold 500 quintals of cod to Pacquet and La Scie
buyers. The Sullivans also operated a sawmill, and
there .....ere several other small sawmills in the 1930-1945
period. The population .....as 143 by 1956, and, by 1959,
there were 24 fishermen. Average annual landings in
the 1956-59 period .....ere 3..."0,(0) Ibs

By 1966, the population had risen to 233, and Ro­
man Catholic children attended school and church
services in neighboring Brent's Cove. Residents fished,
farmed and logged until the opening of the Consoli­
dated Rambler mine in 1964. Most remained part-time
fishermen .....hile the mine .....as open until 1982, with
catches of cod. turbot and halibut trucked to La Scie.
By 1981, there were 311 residents. Fifty-five fishermen
in 20 small boats supplied fish to the La Scie fishplant
;n 1983. I'\'l

The oldest home on the north side of Brent's Cove

ery continued to be the main occupation, although 405
wharfsticks and 22,100 pieces of firewood were cut. A
local teacher had 21 of the 30 children in the one-room
school. and therE' was a merchant and a government
official. Westcountry Cove had 47 residents and a one­
room school with 23 students, but Grapnell Cove no
longer existed. According to Lar Hoven who wrote a
history of the region, GrapnelJ Cove was occupied from
1880 to 1901, and Westcountry Cove from 1880 to 1920.
The Westcountry Cove families were engaged in the
inshore fishery, landing small amounts of cod, salmon
and herring sold to a local merchant.

Brent's Cove has always been a Roman Catholic
community. and the Presentation Sisters who live at
Regina Coeli Convent have been teaching in the local
school since 1966. The high school bears the original
name of the settlement, La Rochelle. The 1951 popu·
lation was 197, and the 45 fishermen sold 1,(0) quin­
tals toa La Scie buyer. Average annual landings in the
1956-59 period were 4n,OOO Ibs. Two sawmills oper­
ated in the winter months, but fishing dominated,
although some residents worked in nearby mines from
the 19605. In 1971. Brent's Cove had 359 residents, and
just three fewer in 1981. Four residents worked in the
Rambler mine in 1976. Seventy-nine fishermen in 30
small boats supplied fish to the La Scie fishplant in
1983. ra
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