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160 for six gift subscriptions and promptly wrote
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er pointed out how he was tired of trying to find
nvelope to fit the awkward size of the subscrip-
cards—he’s right—but he enclosed $12 nonethe-
And we can rectify that mistake by changing the
forthwith. Another blunder occurred when we
ngly identified a wdman as a man’s wife when,
ct, she was his sister, and you can well imagine
ymbarrassment over that gaffe, especially since the
was a bachelor.

ake some pride in seeing that we produce accurate
+, but then Alexander Pope wrote, “'...pride, the
»r-failing vice of fools.”” He also wrote, ““To err is
1an, to forgive divine.”
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1g. and may there be peace on earth this holiday
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from the editor

Here we are almost at the end of another year which
often makes us take stock of our accomplishments and
failures. One thing I can’t understand is why the
failures always seem to dominate, It's perhaps because
in this business of magazines when 1 make a mistake,
it is replicated thousands of times. During this season
of good will, I find it very heartening that Decks Awash
readers are among the most understanding people in
the world.

In June we increased the one-year subscription rate
to $12 up from $10. Then last time I advised you we
were having special “GST-less” rates up until mid-
December: $12 (one year), $18 (two years), and a one-
time only offer—$27 for three years. Where's the mis-
take'’? The enclosed subscription card advertised a
one-year rate at $10, $2 less than the actualrate. Once
having discovered this costly error (when the maga-
zines arrived here at the office), you might say 1

cond cheque for $2. One reader had written a cheque
for $60 for six gift subscriptions and promptly wrote
another for $12 when she noticed my mistake. Another
reader pom(ed out how he was tired of trying to Emd
an pe to fit the awkward size of the subscrip
tion cards—he’s right—but he enclosed $12 nonethe-
less. And we can rectify that mistake by changing the
size forthwith. Another blunder occurred when we
wrongly identified a wdman as a man’s wife when,
in fact, she was his sister, and you can well imagine
the embarrassment over that gaffe, especially since the
man was a bachelor.

1 take some pride in seeing that we produce accurate
copy, but then Alexander Pope wrote, “'...pride, the
never-failing vice of fools.”” He also wrote, ““To err is
human, to forgive divine.””

Thank you for being so faithful, forbearing and for-
giving, and may there be peace on earth this holiday

suffered some restless nights. But I hadn’t counted on season.
your tolerance for my stupidity. Some of you called / .
to ask which rate was correct, others of you simply (CR 8w/
mailed in your $12 anyway, and still others sent a se-
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history
Burin

The town of Burin is a combination of several small
settlements dating back to the early 1700s. In 1960, it
was incorporated to include Burin North, Ship Cove
and Burin Bay, and in the 1960s and 1970s, it expand-
ed to include Collins Cove, Kirby’s Cove, Path End,
Bull’'s Cove, Black Duck Cove, Long Cove, Little
Salmonier, Burin Bay Arm and Salt Pond. Residents
still use these names among themselves but when a
tor asks directions, the reply is more likely to be
“‘near the church” or ‘‘next to the hospital”’ than “in
Ship Cove” or “‘at Salt Pond"".

The origin of Burin’s name is unclear, although if
history were a matter of choice residents would sure-
ly choose the legend of the French sailor. M.F. Howley
in 1901 pointed out that *‘burine’’ is French for engrav-
ing tool, and local legend states a sailor standing on
the deck of his ship holding a burine noticed how the
shape of the cliffs and islands around Burin so resem-
bled its shape. The other explanation, but much less

. ¥ 3 ~ =

This photo was taken in the Ship Cove — Path End area

around 1910. (photo courtesy Still and Moving Images,
Archi of and Labrador)

colorful, is that Burin is from the Gaelic “bureen’’,
meaning rocky place.

Path End was probably named for an old footpath
to the north, and Ship Cove for the shipbuilding oper-
ation started there in the early 1700s. Salt Pond owes
its name to an inland body of salt water, Salmonier
to plentiful salmon, and Black Duck Cove to ducks
nesting in the area. Collin’s Cove, Kirby’s Cove and
Pardy’s Island (which was listed as late as 1913 with
two Brushett families) were all called after early set-
tlers, while Step-a-Side or Stepaside, a small island off
Burin, got its name from an English hamlet, and Long
Cove from the shape of the cove. Perhaps the name
Bull’s Cove came from early settlers and Shalloway
from the surrounding waters, but their origins are not
documented.

Much of the long history of Burin remains a mys-
tery as accounts of fishing and settling there are sparse.
Spanish records indicate both Great and Little Burin
were used by Basque fishermen as early as 1650, and
St. Malo fishermen were in evidence by 1662. In 1675,
merchants of Poole, England, requested eight warships
be sent to protect the Newfoundland fishery at Burin

v . _
The church was just one of the many interesting buildings
dwarfed by the rugged hills behind Collins Cove. (photo,
circa 1910, courtesy Wayne Hollett)

from the French. Then in 1696, the French fleet took
refuge in Burin Harbour to avoid the English fleet un-
der Admiral Norris. A Spanish sea captain reported
in 1697 that Basque fishermen visited Buria Chumea
(Little Burin) and Buria Audia (Great Burin) in 1650,
and perhaps earlier, and in 1662, Great Burin was al-
lotted 40 men for its fishing harbor on the coast of
Chapeau Rouge (now the Burin Peninsula).

The first record of English settlement was in 1718,
when a Poole ch blished Christopher Spur-
rier and Company as shipbuilders at Ship Cove where
they built barques, brigs and schooners until it went
bankrupt more than 100 years later., According to
Seary, the modern name Spurvey is derived from
Christopher Spurrier and today the name is found only
at Fox Cove.

By 1740 the British were fully exploiting the waters
around Burin. The Scheme of the Fishery of New-

foundland for that year rep d four British fishing
vessels operating out of Burin and Mortier, and there
were at least 266 year-round residents in the area. In
1749, a Dr. Walsh is said to have deserted a British ship
and settled at a place called Doctor’s Cove. As a local
legend goes, the doctor had smuggled his wife on
board the ship, and in those days, women at sea were
considered bad luck. They were detected when the
ship was near Burin where they were put ashore. Dr.

A view of Step-A-Side, circa 1910. Salt fish are drying all
around the dockside. (photo courtesy Wayne Hollett)
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A view from Collin's Cove, circa 1920s. (Holloway Studio
phoh l:ouﬂuy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Ar-
of Newfoundland and Labrador)

Walsh is reputed to have convinced others to settle in
the area.

Burin soon began to replace Placentia as the econom-
ic centre for the area. There was a small influx of set-
tlers and with them came some dubious tales.

For example, for many years local legend had it that
two Pardy brothers of Step-A-Side were murdered by
Beothuks at Bay d'Espoir. A Pardy was supposed to
have taken all the cured furs from Indian women while
their men were away. Upon learning of this, the
Beothuk men swore vengeance. Historians and local
storytellers now agree that Henry, John and Jethro
Pardy—there were three brothers, not two—died in a
blizzard February 27, 1791, while hunting between Bu-
rin and Garnish.

A LeFeuvre lived in Burin in 1789 and was joined
by G. and ]. Beazley, John Clark, Samuel Darby,
Richard Kirby and John Mayo by 1805. Family tradi-
tion says William Harding from Bedford, England,
deserted at the Battle of Waterloo and settled at Col-
lins Cove in the early 1800s. Another alleged deserter
was a Duff from England who settled at Bull’s Cove
and changed his name to Riggs. A Joseph Emberley
was also listed at Burin as early as 1805.

M.F. Howley wrote in his diary on July 27, 1835:

At Burin we enjoyed the comfortable fire-
side and cordial welcome of the compan-
ion of our voyage, the Rev. Mr. Ber-
ney.... The bold position of the church—its
site being upon a very commanding height,
rising almost precipitously from the shore,
its neatly finished Gothic windows, the
tasteful manner in which it’s painted....all
gratified me in the extreme....

Gnlthmnwmﬂnmtlnﬂnnﬂylm (Holloway Stu-
dio photo courtesy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Ar-
chives of Newfoundland and Labrador)

Other early arrivals were the Shaves from Baine Har-
bour, the Roses and John Simms. Family tradition has
a Joseph Cleal from England settling at Birchy Island
in 1837. John Foote was a fisherman at Seal Rocks in
1847 and the Slaneys were in the area in the 1840s. An-
thony Sanders was listed as a fisherman in 1860 and
James Elliott was a resident of Burin Bay at that time.
Many ancestors of present-day families include John
Adams, John and Thomas Brenton, Henry Green, Ben-
jamin and James Inkpen, Henry Paul and Charles
White.

Following the American Revolution (1775-1783), Bu-
rin was particularly susceptible to raids by French and
American privateers, so the harbor was fortified with
cannons and rock walls with soldiers stationed there
1800-05. In 1810, a U.S. whaling ship decided not to
risk an encounter with a British warship stationed at
Burin, and other warships were there later than 1820.

The first courthouse was built before 1800, perhaps
as early as 1775, and the first magistrates, Henry Bu-
tler and a Mr. Bishop, were appointed in 1810 and 1813
respectively. A Richard Bishop had, however, been list-
ed as a resident of Burin in 1804. Dr. George Stephen-
son also lived there in 1804. A second courthouse was.

built between 1817 and 1834, and a third around 1905,
The last of the courthouses was torn down in 1981.

After law, order and the navy, came the churches.
Reverend John Harries of the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel had visited the area from Placentia
in 1789 and the Reverend Thomas Gathercole, a
Church of England priest, began visiting in 1815. A
small Church of England chapel had been built around
1793, and a church followed within about 10 years and.
it was consecrated 1850.

A Roman Catholic Mission was begun in 1809 and
a chapel was built by 1811, reportedly by a Father
Hearn. The frame for the first church was cut and fit-
ted in Nova Scotia and a carpenter, John Marshall,
came to erect it around 1816. He later settled in Burin
where he became a successful businessman. The
Reverend John Fitzsimmons, a Roman Catholic priest
noted for having erected crosses on the hills near the.
coast as he went from harbor to harbor, arrived after
1820. The Reverend John Lewis, the first Methodist
minister, arrived in 1817. He preached in a local store
until a chapel was built around 1819. Methodist
churches were also built at Burin Bay Arm and Great
Burin.

The first school was built in 1793 with a Mr. Saun-
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Path End, Burin, circa 1930s.

(photo courtesy Still and
ives of and

Moving Images,
Labrador)

ders as teacher. By 1819 the Methodists operated a
school, said to be able to accommodate 200. The first
census to include the area was in 1827-28 and listed
492 Protestant and 436 Roman Catholic residents. The
1836 census lists just one school while in 1845, six were
counted. The Sisters of Mercy arrived in 1862 to start
their own school. William Harding, who had come
from Devonshire to Burin around 1819, wrote of their
arrival in his diary, dated June, 1862: “Bishop and
Nuns expected and a bough arch erected on the
Government wharf. Guns firing and flags waving in
welcome and rejoicing at the coming of the Sisters of
Mercy.”” (Harding, a blacksmith, died in 1877.)

Dr. Stephenson was joined by two Irish doctors,
Frank and James Moran, before 1845. A hospital was
started in 1862 but never completed.

hipbuilding remained imp with Mr. Morris,
a Burin merchant, building two large brigs, the St.
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Hooper from Poole became the first MHA for Burin
1832-1836. He operated a fishery supply business at
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Clement Pitt Benning, who had come to Newfound-
land as an agent for Spurrier, took over his employ-
er’s business when it went bankrupt in 1830 and was
elected a Liberal MHA in 1842. He led an active cam-
paign for responsible government in the 1850s.
Another Burin native, Francis Cyril Berteau, born in
1856, became N dland’s first c ller and
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The schooner Checkers tied up at the Bishops & Monroe
premises, Burin. n.d. (photo courtesy Still and Moving Im-
ages, Archives of and r)
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Schooners and inshore boats used the fisherman's wharf
in Burin. This view looks out towards Foote's Cove.
Hollett's installed a fish dryer in 1920. (C.A. Maijer photo,
circa 1910, courtesy Wayne Hollett)

auditor general in 1889 and served until the establish-
ment of the Commission of Government in 1934,

Ambrose Shea resigned as Speaker of the House of
Assembly in November 1859 to contest the seat in Bu-
rin. Only four of the 30 seats were contested, but Bu-
rin’s proved to be a bitter fight. Shea used his

paper, The N dlander, to refute outra-
geous charges made during the campaign, and he and
James Rogerson won the election by only a narrow
margin. Shea returned as Speaker in January 1861, and
represented Placentia - St. Mary’s once again in the
next House.

Burin’s importance as a fishing community was
never in doubt, In 1830, brothers Richard and Eli Falle
from Jersey began Richard Falle and Company at Jer-
sey Room in Little Burin Harbour. They owned sever-
al ships, made sails and operated a cooperage, tannery
and smithy. Many shipbuilding firms were
as the Bank fnshery developed, and the 1857 census
lists 61 boats and a fishing schooner built in 1856. Other
businesses begun in this period included weaving, sail
making and tanning firms, a boot-and-shoe factory,
and a manufacturer of soap and butter.

Hiram Masonic Lodge was established in 1869, the
second oldest chapter outside St. John's, predated only
by Trinity. In 1884, Burin included L' Anse a 1'Eau, Mud
Cove, Pat’s Cove, Burin Reach, Dodding Head, Spoon
Cove, Burin Bay, Narrows, Whale Cove, Mosquito
Cove, Kirby's Cove, Shalloway, Collin’s Cove, Great
Burin, Stepaside, Pardy’s Island, Shandy Hill, Ship
Cove, Burin Bay Arm, Path End and Bull’s Cove. The
largest settlements were Burin Bay Arm with 360 and
Burin Bay with 295, Shandy Hill had 239 and Great

urin 234.1

Five schooners at Burin, circa 1925. The vessels owned
by T.V. Hollett are (from left): Keith V. Colin, Golden Giow,
Trinity North, Joan Ellamae and Roy M. (Peter Dawson pho-
to courtesy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Archives
of Newfoundland and Labrador)

The first telegraph office was set up in 1885. Bait
depots were established in the 1890s and an artificial
fish dryer was installed in 1914. In 1921, the Burin dock
was built by Crandall Engineering Company of Boston.
It closed in 1955 but while it operated, it was dry dock
to many banking schooners and western craft; in fact,
the Bluenose often used it.

Lighthouses were built around that time at both
Great Burin and Shalloway but the one at Dodding
Head burned in 1927 and Great Burin was evacuated.
Some schooners operating there at the time were the
Cavalier, Betty Zane, Zipalong, Marion Elizabeth, Mar-
jorie Inkpen, and Miriam May.

By the 1920s, Burin was the Iargest town on the
peninsula, and, as in most fishing communities, its
residents lived as close to the sea as possible. On
November 18, 1929, many wished they had chosen a
less exposed location.

Around suppertime, an earthquake shook New-
foundland'’s south coast. Tremors were particularly se-
vere on the Burin Peninsula, and just a couple of hours
later, a 50-ft. tidal wave hit the peninsula. Nine died
in the Burin area, with 30 deaths altogether from Point
May to Bull” s Cove. The disaster also did $2 million

The communities of Foote' and Kelly’s Cove were
built close to the water in the narrowest part of the har-
bour and bore the full brunt of the 1929 tidal wave. (C.A.
Maijer photo, circa 1910, courtesy Wayne Hollett)

damage to homes, stores, barns, wharves and boats.
Although George A. Bartlett’s general store, estab-
lished in the early 1900s, was one of the businesses
lost in the tidal wave, he organized relief for hundreds
of victims.

Coming on the heels of the Great Depression and
one of the worst years in the fishery on the south coast,
the disaster was devastating. Inshore fish habitats were
all but destroyed and the fishery took more than 10
years to recover.

The magistrate in 1929 was well-known Burin na-
tive Malcolm Mercer Hollett. Born on Great Burin Is-
land in 1891, Hollett was awarded a Rhodes scholar-
ship in 1915 and returned to Newfoundland in 1921.
A survivor of the tidal wave and supporter of respon-
sible government, he later became MHA for St. John's
West and led the PCs in the 1956 provincial election.
He was appointed to the Senate in 1961.

Electricity also came to Burin 1929, and in the 1930s,
six residents started the Oldest Colony Hospital Trust,
an international lottery to raise money to build a hospi-
tal. They were successful with enough money left to
set up a bait depot.

In the 1935 census, the communities of Bayview and
Kimberley had nine residents, A year later, Bull’s Cove
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Elroy Kelly on the steps of the Hollett and Sons building.
His mother and sister were swept away by the 1929 tidal
wave, but Elroy was rescued by Marie Moulton. (photo
courtesy Wayne Hollett)

Most of these small ﬁsﬂng vessels drying their sails in
Great Burin are “‘cutwaters.”’ (photo, circa 1930, courte-
sy Wayne Hollett)

The United Church at Coliins Cove, to which an addition
had been built, with its original steeple. A fund has been
set up to restore a tower and steeple. (1954 photo, courte-
sy Wayne Hollett)

had two merchants and a customs officer, all by the
name of Lefeuvre, two coopers named Jorgensen and
one named Martin, and 48 fishing families. The most
common early names were Mayo and Isaacs. Reta At-
kinson, now living in Guelph, reports that four gener-
ations of her Isaacs ancestors lived in Bull Cove. Harold
and John Inkpen were merchants in Burin Bay, which
also was home to sea captains William H. Beazley and
Frank Hollett. Teachers Alice and Gertrude Fleming
and Evelyn Inkpen lived in Burin Bay, along with 95
fishing families. Common names included Brown,
Moulton and Gosling.

In Burin Bay Arm at that time, Archibald Broydell
was captain of the E.M. Hollett and Albert Joyce skip-
pered the W. Wareham. Mrs. Ray Broydell was post-
mistress and there were 19 fishing families, many of
whom were either Broydells or Taylors.

Of all the small communities that are now part of
Burin, Burin North had the most merchants in 1936.
There were a number of general dealers, a Bank of
Nova Scotia, sailmaker, blacksmith and tinsmith. E.C.
Clench was the Church of England rector, the
Reverend W.C. Collins was the Roman Catholic pri-
est and the Reverend ].A. Wilkinson led the United
Church congregation. Nearly 100 fishing families lived
there, as well as ships’ captains and teachers.

Collins Cove, on the other hand, had just 23 fish-
ing families in 1936, 11 of whom were named Collins.
Kelly’s Cove had just four fishing families, two Hod-
ders, a Brushett and a Moulton. Kirby’s Cove had
Joseph P. Kirby as captain and Frank Best as teacher,
with Kirby, Inkpen and Matthews the most common
surnames among the 34 fishing families. Path End had
a merchant, Thomas Shave, and a customs officer, Wil-
liam Paul. Laura Appleby taught the children of 27 fa-
milies, most of whom were Brentons, Brushetts and
Shaves.

Pat’s Cove had listed just two Frampton families in
1936 while Little Salmonier had a constable, William

IASST

International Association For
Sea Survival Training
3rd Conf T
For Survival and Rescue at Sea
on October 2 - 5, 1991

at
Marine Institute, St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada
The conference is important for trainers, safety per-
sonnel, ship operators and managers, maritime ad-
ministrators, researchers and all others with an interest
in promoting the safety of life in, over or near a mari-
time environment. It will be of specific value to those
involved in fishing, shipping, offshore oil and aviation
induwies

with the

al Marlhme f‘ (IMO) and is by
Major C: Labour O In-
stitutes and Government Agencies.

Deadline for “'Call for Papers' is November 30, 1990.
Further details may be obtained from:

Captain D. F. Drown
IASST Canadian Representative, Director (MOSTRC)
Marine Institute, P.O. Box 4920,
St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada, A1C 5R3

Telephone: (709) 778-0305, Telefax: (709) 778-0346
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Lundrigan, and 29 fishing families. The Lundrigan
name dominated the community at that time, but there
were also Ceaser, Hodder and Isaac families. Salt Pond
had 25 fishing families, almost half of them Keatings
while Shalloway had Greens, Inkpens, Moultons and
Slaneys in the fishery.

Ship Cove was home to merchant Simon Herro,
grocer Joseph Carbage and teacher Fran Pearce. Stepa-
side had 11 fishing families, including five named
Waggs while Whale Cove had 10 fishing families, four
of whom were Pikes.

By 1942, fishing had entered a new era, and Fishery
Products built a fish freezmg plan! at Bunn North, the
first of its kind in Ni d. The the

son was first elected as the federal member for Burin-
Burgeo in 1966.

The Burin District Vocational School opened in 1960
at Salt Pond, and was the only such school to offer pro-
grams in refrigeration and marine diesel mechanics,

e P schools i d their facili-
ties in 1969 and the Burin Peninsula Integrated School
Board operated four schools in 1981: Sheen’s Hill
Elementary, Harfitt Primary, Pearce Regional High and
a second elementary school. The Roman Catholic
School Board d St. Patrick’s y and
Berney Memorial Central High. Donald C. Jamieson
Academy has since been opened by the Burin Penin-
sula I d School Board.

first dragger, led the way in deep-sea fishing and Bu-
rin again prospered. By 1981, Fishery Products oper-
ated six stern trawlers out of Burin, including the Zee-
land, the first refrigerated stern trawler in Canada. The
inshore fishery prospered that year, and species taken
included codfish, salmon, lobster, herring, mackerel,
perch, flounder and swordfish.

In 1945, a local citizens’ council was formed, to be
replaced five years later by a municipal council when
Burin was incorporated in 1950. The total population
for the incorporated town and surrounding commu-
nities was 1522 in 1951.

People moved to Burin from Great Burin Island and
other nearby islands and many more came under reset-
tlement in the 1960s. Burin was designated a major
fishery growth area in the 1968 Newfoundland Fish-
eries Household Resettlement Program.

The People’s Party of Sir Edward Morris had been
very strong in Burin in the early 1900s but his retire-
ment led to a return of the Liberal Party. Don Jamie-

Fishery Products Limited processed both groundfish
and pelagics until restructuring of the fishery in 1983
led to the formation of Fishery Products Internation-
al, which converted the Burin fishplant to secondary
processing. The plant now produces several lines of
raw and cooked seafood products for domestic and for-
eign markets, buying fish from Grand Bank, Fortune,
Marystown, Catalina, Trepassey and Harbour Breton.
FPI remains an important employer in Burin.

The population remained stable through the 1970s
and 1980s, with 2,882 listed in 1976 and 2,892 in 1986.

The cottage hospital closed in late 1988 to be replaced
by the large, modern Burin Peninsula Health Care
Centre at Salt Pond which has buoyed up the econo-
my providing full-time jobs. The Eastern Community
College has also proved important to Burin, although
the recent that the headquarters there
will move to Clarenville has caused some concern.
Most local residents agree Burin will continue to grow,
particularly by amalgamating with more nearby com-
munities, and that the future holds promise. N

Corbin

Corbin may have been named for a conspicuous tri-
angular headland called Corbin Head between the
community and Epworth. M.F. Howley speculated
that the name Corbin was from the French ““corbeau’
meaning crow as in Crow Head, or either ““corbel”’ or
“corbeil”’, for an architectural feature. It was first
reported as Corban with 57 Roman Catholic residents
in the 1836 census.

Most of the families had Irish origins—immigrant
planters or fishing servants, and family tradition has

Corbin Roman Catholic Church

Epwoﬂh(phommn.-

it that an O'Reilley from Boston settled at Corbin.
David Slaney was granted land at St. Lawrence and
Henry Slaney was a member of the Board of Road
Commissioners of Burin in 1844. Families came from
other settlements in Placentia Bay but Corbin grew very
slowly.

By 1857, Corbin had 47 residents in seven Roman
Catholic families. There was one merchant with a
36-ton schooner and a four-man crew in the seal fish-
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ery. The 20 inshore fishermen landed 715 quintals of
cod and 18 tierces of salmon.

The community, by 1871, was connected to Little St.
Lawrence by a rough road and to Burin by ferry, but
most of its dealings were with the former. A school
was open at that time and received good reviews from
the inspector in 1872. In 1881, the Journal of the House
of Assembly reported, ““The frame of a new school was
put up the past winter.”

By 1884, the school was described in the journal as
a “half-yearly school taught in a small out-house in
which there is very little school furniture....It is expect-
ed that the new school house, which is partly built,
would be completed this present winter.” The Roman
Catholic school remained open until resettlement.
There was also a church at that time, although the pri-
est from Burin visited the community just two or three
times a year. The church and school buildings remain
today.

By 1891, there were 70 people in 16 families at Cor-
bin. The Bank fishery landed 200 quintals and the in-
shore fishery 565 quintals of cod, together worth
$2,341, in 1890. There is no mention of a school. In
1894, 18 fishing families lived at Corbin, including six

named Power. Other family names included Aylward,
Coady, Grant, Kavanagh, Riley, Ryan and Slaney.
There was also a cooper named John Squires.

The population reached 100 by 1901, due mainly to
the thriving lobster fishery. Between 1900 and 1921,
many small, family-owned lobster factories operated.
In 1928, the electors’ list included the family names of
Coady, Dunphy, Grant, Lundrigan, Nolan, O'Brien,
O'Rielly, Power, Ryan, Slaney and Upshall. By 1936,
Corbin had one merchant, John Grant, and 16 fishing
families.

By the 1950, 26 full-ti ish were emp d
in the inshore cod fishery, with only one lobster fisher-
man reported selling to merchants in Great Burin. Cod
was sold fresh to the Fishery Products plant in Burin
or sold dried to merchants in Fortune and Grand Bank.

In 1956, the population was just 91, and most
worked year round in St. Lan rence, Marystown or Bu-
rin. Allhough 98 people were resettled to Little St.
Lawrence between 1965 and 1975, Corbin has survived
as an independent community with most of its resi-
dents today still commuting to work at larger centres
on the peninsula. N

Epworth

Epworth was originally called Spoon Cove because
of the brook delta’s resemblance to the bowl and han-
dle of a spoon. In October 1901, resid;

of the other names came much later, after the English

had arrived.
A Methodi

to have the name changed. A Reverend Darby wrote
in the Methodist bapnsmnl regls(er that the new name
came from the ity of Ep-
worth in Devon, England.

Some French settlers inhabited Spoon Cove in the
1700s, with English arriving in the early 1800s. Origi-
nal names for the community included Cotties Cove,
for the French family of Clotworthy [sic] and Corbin
Head, after the French word corbeille (basket) or cor-
beau (crow).

The first official mention of Epworth was in 1857,
and by 1872, a school had been built, although there
was no teacher. By 1884, the French had all left and
167 residents were listed. Some parts of the commu-
nity were named for early settlers, including Bartlett’s
Hill, Neddy Collins’ Meadow, Brian’s Gush, Cale’s
Path and Mark’s Meadow. Mark Moran was a French-
man who settled at Epworth to fish and farm. Most

Epworth, Burin Bay, circa 1920s. (Holloway Studio photo
courtesy Still and Moving Images, Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador)

school was built before 1884
and the Reverend Levi Curtis, Jacob Street, and Miss-
es Garland, Hatcher and Matthews were the early
teachers. Church services were held in the school for
a time, although many rowed across the harbor to walk

Over 150 Stores
& Services
Serving You
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Scenic Epworth

to the church in Collins Cove.

After the Reverend Curtis left, a church was built
using lumber from La Have, Nova Scotia. The first resi-
dent minister was J.]. Wheatley in 1887.

Prominent at Epworth was the Goddard family. Ge-
orge Goddard settled at Loon’s Cove, now Lewin’s
Cove, before moving to Epworth in the 1850s. His
brothers, Thomas and Gabriel, also arrived from the
south of England to settle. George’s wife and their son,
G.M. Goddard, inherited other property from a Mrs.
Hamilton, likely the widow of William Hamilton, who
was commissioner of roads between Burin and Grand
Bank in 1834 and probably the justice of the peace for
Burin in 1844. G.M. was the prime partner in the fa-
mily business before moving to Alberta in the early
1920s. Two of Thomas's sons died at sea, and the rest
of the family then moved to Halifax. Gabriel also lost
two children while living in Epworth and the others
moved to Vancouver. The Goddards operated a bank
fishery business as well as the trap fishery, and owned
the Lily, Defender, May Bell, and Swan. They also had
both wet and dry fish stores and sold to Portuguese
ships.

The Keech and Weare families were also prominent
citizens of Epworth. Thomas Keech, a native of Dor-
set, owned several fishing vessels with his son Wil-
liam, including the Happy Go Lucky, Mary, Gladys,
and Princess Alice. The last was lost off Ste. Modeste
in Labrador in 1894. Thomas married his second wife,
Alice Goddard, after his first wife died in 1897, and
they moved with the Goddard family to Vancouver.
John Weare was from Somerset and also carried on a
fishing business before moving to Nebraska.

Epworth was still listed as Spoon Cove in the 1891
census when its population had reached 160 in 27 fa-
milies, 157 Methodist, two Salvation Army and one Ro-
man Catholic. Seven of the eight children were in
school, which also took pupils from nearby Mud Cove.
Six vessels with 72 men aboard were in the Labrador
and Bank fisheries that year, and the Bank fishery alone
landed 3,710 quintals of cod. The 28 inshore fishermen
landed 193 quintals of cod and 20 barrels of herring.
The local lobster factory had seven employees and
there was a clergyman, teacher, two merchants, three
clerks, a government official and four factory workers.

Mud Cove, which later became Wandsworth, was
also llsted in 1891 with a population of 86 in 20 fami-
lies, i g 84 Methodist and two ion Army.
Ten of the 13 children were in school at Spoon Cove.
One vessel was in the Bank fishery but no catch was

recorded. The 26 inshore fishermen landed 645 quin-
tals of cod, three tierces of salmon and 20 barrels of
herring.

By 1911, Mud Cove had 98 residents in 21 families,
including one from England and one from the Colo-
nies. There were 89 Methodists and nine Salvation
Army, and 30 of their 40 children were in school. By
1921, Epworth had a Methodist church and school.

Wandsworth in 1921 had 100 residents, including its
own teacher, as well as an office worker, and 25 fisher-
men landed fish worth $8,975.

Residents gradually moved away from Wandsworth,
although in 1945 there were still 104 residents. It now,
too, is an abandoned community.

A Mr. Stone had a blacksmith’s shop at Epworth be-
fore moving to Haystack in the early 1900s, and Robert
Perry canned lobsters in the 1890s and early 1900s,

The number of merchants rose to four in 1901, when
six office workers, a government official and 37 fisher-
men were also listed. The population rose from 167 in
1884 to 208 in 1911. Most were Methodists, although
there were some Salvation Army, Church of England
and Roman Catholic residents. The one-room school
was expanded to two rooms before 1911.

Many new families arrived around this time, and
their names were given to places such as Street’s Cove,
Bugden's Hill and Huddy’s Point. The Bugden family
came from Christchurch to Haystack before moving to
Epworth, where they operated the Ocean Queen, The
Flying Cloud, and Antelope, fishing off Cape St.
Mary’s. The Streets settled in Burin Bay and later built
and operated the Rosina, Muriel and Maxwell, cap-

Epworth United Church. To the left is a war monument with
the names of four young men lost in the First World War,
a Roberts, a Burbridge and two
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tained by John J. Moulton, and the Martha George,
all of which fished the Labrador. The Moultons had
arrived from L’Anse al'Eau in 1918. Louis Huddy was
a Frenchman from St. Pierre, but all later arrivals were
English, including the Manning, Brewer, Wrixon, Bak-
er, Harding, Beazley and Burbridge families. A ferry
ran twice a day and the sailboat was operated by John
Wrixon and John Brewer until Gabriel Beazley used
a motorboat.

The first post office was in G.M. Goddard’s home
until it was combined in a new building with the tele-
graph office. Ray Winters was postmaster from
1909-1912.

The community reached a peak of 242 residents in
1921 but declined as the Bank fishery became less im-
portant. Another initiative to make residents more
aware of local resources in the Depression Years was
the Jubilee Guilds started by Governor Anderson’s
wife, Lady Anderson. In 1968, the Jubilee Guilds be-
came the Newfoundland and Labrador Women's In-
stitute. An early field worker was Anna Templeton of
St. John's.

Patten and Forsey Company of Grand Bank bought
the Goddard premises, and the Epworth branch was
managed by Curtis Forsey until the 1929 bank crash.
His ships would fish the Grand Banks in spring, return
to unload, then catch capelin for bait and fish until Sep-
tember when the boats went after squid. In winter, ice
was cut from Clotties Cove Pond and stored in saw-
dust in a shed. E.M. Hollett and Sons of Great Burin,
which survived the 1929 tidal wave, bought the For-
sey business in the early 1930s, with Carl Hollett even-
tually arriving from Great Burin. He fished the Banks
and inshore fisheries and had a supply store. When
the Bank fishery declined, many residents dealt with
Burin merchants.

By 1936, Epworth had one merchant, Carl P. Hollett,
and a ship’s captain, Robert Moulton. Mabel Bugden
and Mildred Street were teachers and the Reverend
B. Snow the year-round United Church minister. There
were 71 fishing families, mostly Moultons, Brewers,
Bugdens and Streets. Wand: h had 30 fishing fa-
milies in that year, including 11 named Beazley, six
Mitchell and four Paul.

The population fell to 189 by 1935 and had not in-
creased much by 1945, when 198 residents were listed
by census. L'Anse a L'Eau was still listed separately
in that year with nine residents.

Several Roberts, Mitchell, Moulton, Pardy and Kir-
by families moved from Mud Cove (Wandsworth) in
the 1960s. In the 1970s, many residents worked at the
Marystown Shipyard, Fishery Products Ltd. fishplant
in Burin, the St. Lawrence fluorspar mines and Salt
Pond businesses. There were few inshore fishermen,
but several men still went on deep-sea trawlers from
Marystown and Burin.

Many early m(lers which included the Hamilton,
Hobson, Reid, V dy, Dean, Emberl
Elliott, PenyandSlot\e famnlms left in the 19205 and
1930s. Some names such as Hobson and Woundy, are
no longer to be found here.

Looking out the cove from Epworth

in Burin at the same time, so resettlement had little
net effect on the tiny community.

The inshore and Bank fisheries supported Epworth'’s
population, with winter logging supplementing
incomes.

After the Bank fishery declined, Epworth was con-
nected to Burin by ferry and telegraph, and established
ties with its larger neighbor. By the early 1980s, most
of Epworth’s woik force was employed at Burin,
Marystown and St. Lawrence, and the fishery was all
but abandoned. Longtime resident Ralph Moulton
remembers a time when the harbor was full of big fish-
ing vessels, now there’s just an occasional pleasure
boat,
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Great Salmonier

Many Dunphy families were listed as residents of
Placentia Bay islands in the 1860s, with Martin and Wil-
liam Dunphy fishermen at Great Salmonier in 1871.
Great Salmonier, so called to distinguish it from the
Little Salmonier which is part of Burin, had just four
residents in 1891, but appeared again in the 1901 cen-
sus with two fishing and farming families. In that year,
they landed 75 quintals of cod from the Bank fishery
and 68 quintals of cod and two tierces of salmon in-
shore. They also produced 400 Ibs. of butter.

Longtime resident Ewart Beazley recalls his family’s
arrival in 1934 from Wandsworth near Epworth. “‘We
came here to try and make a living, fishing and part-
time farming because the land was better here,”” he
recalls,

*“There were only ever a few people here,”” Ewart
continues. ‘“There was another Beazley family and a
Bugden family. But there were so many salmon then
I remember chopping them with the paddles of the
boat.””

As the fishery diminished in importance, logging
grew, but there were never more than a handful of per-
manent residents. Before retiring, Mr. Beazley had
operated a successful poultry farm there for several
years, as well as a general store. Today, there are 13
families in Great Salmonier, or just Salmonier as it is
often referred to, and the only business is a service sta-
tion with a convenience store. Residents suspect it may
someday meet at their mutual boundary and join Le-
win’s Cove. Most commute to work in Burin or
Marystown and there are a few retired families. N

Lewin’s Cove

The earliest families mentioned at Lewin’s Cove are
those of George and Thomas Moulton in 1805 and Tho-
mas Walsh in 1809, and it seems unlikely the commu-
nity was settled earlier. It is also known that Henry
Butler was the magistrate in 1810, but there is little
recorded history for the early part of the 19th century.

Richard Moulton lived at nearby Inkpen’s Point and
Charles Butler at Mosquito Cove by 1861. Edward
Brewer, Sr., was a planter in Lewin’s Cove in 1861 and
his son, Edward, Jr., later became a fisherman in Burin.

Families listed in Lovell’s 1871 Newfoundland Direc-
tory were those of Alban and Cyrus Burbage, and John
and Thomas Landrigan. Family tradition says the Ap-
pleby family arrived around 1880—they were men-
tioned as living in Renews as early as the 1750s.
Another Walsh family, reputedly from south Wales,
was said to have arrived in the area in 1883.

In 1891, Lewin’s Cove was listed in the census as
Loon’s Cove, and had a population of 79 in 12 fami-
lies with one Roman Catholic, three Church of England
and 75 Methodist residents. Half the 16 children were
in school. The 18 fishermen apparently landed their
catches elsewhere as there are no landings listed for
the community. 3

By 1911 the community was still listed as Loon’s
Cove. In 1910, 13 fishermen-farmers landed 117 quin-
tals of cod worth $613 and two residents were listed
as lumberers.

Looking towards Salt Pond from Lewin's Cove

Across the bay from Lewin's Cove
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In 1945, Lewin’s Cove had a population of 142 and
was still listed in the census as Loon’s Cove. The com-
munity has also appeared on both old and modern
maps as Lune’s Cove, and there is no definitive ex-
planation of where the original or its present name
came from.

Today Lewin’s Cove residents work mainly in Bu-
rin and Marystown. The population rose from 470 in
1976 to 555 in 1986, with 25 new families listed between
1981 and 1986. At least 25 residents had moved there
from mainland Canada in that period. It is quite close
to Burin and there is some talk of amalgamation,
although Lewin’s Cove is fully serviced and many
townspeople are proud of and prefer their
independence.

Lewin's Cove United Church cemetery

Port au Bras

While it is impossible to say positively who was the
first settler at Port au Bras, family tradition says Hen-
ry Smith deserted from HMS Renown in Burin and set-
tled at Rock Harbour near Port au Bras as Henry Brown
around 1805. Other sources, however, maintain it was
a Brown who changed his name to Smith. Samuel Ben-
nett and Henry Dibbon were listed as year-round
fishermen in 1860, and in 1871, we know that William,
Jeremiah and John Abbott, William Brenton, and Ge-
orge and Thomas Cheeseman also fished there, so it
is clear the community was strong and growing by the
early to mid-1800s. By 1874, in fact, the population of
Port au Bras had reached 154, with 129 Church of En-
gland and 25 Roman Catholic adherents.

The fishery at Port au Bras prospered in the late 1800s
and the community enjoyed steady growth, although
it was not included in the 1884 census. By 1891, 199
people lived there year round, with 180 Church of En-
gland, 18 Roman Catholic and one Methodist. There
were 39 families with 41 of their 96 children in the lo-
cal school. A 36-ton vessel with a 10-man crew went
to the Labrador and Bank fisheries, but no landings
were reported in that year’s census. The 52 inshore
fishermen landed cod, salmon and herring.

By 1911, the population had risen to 259, with 244
Church of England, 14 Roman Catholics and still just
one Methodist. More than half the 53 children were
in the one-room school and a church had been built.
Three merchants operated 10 schooners totalling 216

tons, but, again, no catch was recorded for 1910. Some
24 inshore vessels landed 3,093 quintals of cod and the
total value of the fishery was an impressive $16,058.
The settlement boasted two teachers, two government
officials and a clerk.

The population remained steady in the next decade,
increasing to 295 by 1921. There were two merchants,
a teather five office workers, two government officials,
67 fi and 23 other occup There were five
schooners totalling 150 tons and the total value of fish
landed was $16,251.

Port au Bras was one of the hardest hit communi-
ties in 1929 when the tidal wave struck the Burin Penin-
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sula. Many died in Port au Bras, and some of its older
residents remember people climbing onto floating
buildings long into the pitch-black night, looking for
women and children trapped in semi-submerged
houses. The following morning, supplies stored there
for the winter washed up on the beaches, along with
furniture, hay from cattle barns and most of the fish-
ing equipment.

Ern Cheeseman, brother of the late Honorable John
T. Cheeseman, businessman and politician, was an
eyewitness of the tragedy and wrote of it in a letter
from Port au Bras dated November 20, 1929.

At 5:20 we had an earth tremor. All the
houses and the ground shook for about five
minutes. This put everyone in a panic,
women screaming and praying and men
stood silent and scared.

But we were just trying and partly suc-
ceeded in quieting the women when we
had a tidal wave of the worst kind. Enor-
mous waves...seemed to begin at Charlie
Clarke’s. The Belleventure was anchored
outside and did not move with the first
wave. This proves it mounted its force in-
side of her....

Charlie Clarke’s store went first taking
Henry Dibbon’s with it into the pond tak-
ing everything as it came with a thunder-
ous roar....Then all the boats went mad,
came in on Jim Cheeseman’s place, swept
everything of ours up to father’s front door.

The harbor was cleared the first wave.
Then the second one came and brought it

Leaving Port au Bras, the
turns and twists

shallow cove in Port au Bras

all in again. Such noise and scrunching you
never heard. By this time we had all fled
to the hills, the highest places we could find
from where we watched the third wave
come and go. You could hear the poor hu-
mans who were caught, screaming, wom-
en and men praying out aloud. Oh God!...it
was terrible!

Lives lost here were Mrs. Sam Bennett,
her brother Henry Dibbon, Mrs. Thos.
Fudge and three daughters, and old Mrs.
Wm. Allen. To date the following bodies
have been recovered, Mrs. Sam Bennett un-
der [the| government wharf, Mrs. W. Al-
len under Tommy Clarke’s and Mrs. Fudge
and one daughter, the second oldest picked

Port au Bras
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up by Thos. Shave’s in Path End. Every-
body is miserable, nervous wrecks....

All boats from the harbour were lost ex-
cept Ambrose’s and George’s....Today
everything is dismal and [it] breaks one’s
heart to look at the harbour and think what
it was like 15 minutes before this terrible ca-
lamity.... We won't get more bills paid, all
we had is gone and we cannot pay. Father
and I have $50 each, not a bit of pork, beef
or any coal....Every noise one hears one
Jjumps expecting the same to happen again.
I suppose we must thank God we escaped
with our lives. Before the first wave came,

only two minutes before I was going on the
wharf to see how the boats were. Maud
cried for me not to go and this alone ac-
counts for me being alive. No human had
a chance in such raging, foaming sea.
Tomorrow we have four funerals.

The fishery was devastated and Port au Bras was not
spared hardship in the years to follow. It did rebuild,
however, and the 1976 census listed a population of
395. Unfortunately, Port au Bras has fared no better
than most fishing communities in Newfoundland, and
its residents have been leaving in a slow, steady trick-
le to find work elsewhere. Today, just a few more than
350 people live there.

Fox Cove - Mortier

There is little documented early history of this com-
munity, although stages were shown on Lane’s 18th
Century chart of Placentia Bay for Mortier Bay in the
1700s. None at all were shown for Mortier itself, so the
bays were probably used only as shelter for large ships
laid up for the fishing season. It is known, however,
that John Brown was justice of the peace in 1800.

The communities were settled by 1830, most likely
by English fishing servants, probably employed by the
merchants of Burin and Marystown such as Falle Com-
pany and Nicolle & Company. These firms, along with
St. John's merchants and Nova Scotia traders, domi-
nated trade in Mortier Bay in the 1800s.

The 1836 census lists 45 residents in Fox Cove and
Mortier, another 10 at Tides Cove, pronounced and list-
ed as Tite’s Cove in the census from 1857 until 1884,
and 24 at nearby Duricle, (called Judical in the 1836 cen-
sus and abandoned in 1961). Mortier, whose name was
clearly of French origin, was known then as Little Mort-
ier, to distinguish it from Mortier, which is now
Marystown. Tite’s Cove was most likely named for an
early settler but the source of Duricle is unknown.
There was talk in the early years of changing the name
of Fox Cove because it was so common, but nothing
was ever done.

The first Roman Catholic school for 30 pupils was
set up in a rented building in Fox Cove by 1854, but
the Reverend Michael Berney donated 20 pounds
toward a new school which was completed by 1859.
Another school was attached to the chapel by 1872 and
was criticized by the school inspector the next year as
being “very faulty”” and ““much too small”’. A two-
room school was built to replace it. A one-room school

Fox Cove — Mortier view
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and
\\\‘mu\\“-““

ER

The N




16 - DECKS AWASH

was also built at Mortier. A church at Fox Cove served
both communities as well as Tides Cove and Duricle.

The sudden interest in religion and education may
have been precipitated by the quick expansion of Fox
Cove and Mortier in the 1850s by Irish immigrants. By
1857, Fox Cove had 139 residents, 19 of whom were
born in Ireland, while 10 of Mortier’s 69 residents were
Irish. Tides Cove and Duricle also reported some Ir-
ish immig with the population of Duricle listed
as 14 in 1874, including one child in school in Beau
Bois. Tite’s Cove had just 16 residents, including three
from Ireland, and one child in the Roman Catholic
school at Mortier.

By the mid-1800s, land and fishing berths had been
claimed from Spoon Cove to Port au Bras and around
Mortier Bay from Mooring Cove to Little Bay. Fox Cove
and Mortier, because of their proximity to fishing
grounds and sloping ground suitable for housing,
along with good anchorage in the harbor, were ripe
for settlement.

Lovell’s 1871 Newfoundland Directory showed the
Antle, Cheeseman, Corcoran, Dimmer, Henneberry,
Kavanagh Kielly, Long, Murphy, Phelan and Walsh

families fishing out of Fox Cove in 1871, with John Antil
(Antle) and James Kavanagh as planters in a total popu-
lation of 105, Mortier had 70 residents, with the Antil,
Corcoran, Hooper, Long, Picot, Power and Walsh fa-
milies listed as farmers. Duricle, with 15 residents, had
Edward Reddy listed as a farmer, John Curtis and Pat
Pittman as fishermen, and Patrick Neill. The Directo-
ry also says that Duricle was ““one of the first places
where bait comes in and is consequently a great resort
for fishermen.”

Tides Cove was not listed in 1871 but was later chos-
en as the site of a square-roofed lighthouse, erected
in 1912, Neither Duricle nor Tides Cove ever had more
than five families; the 1891 census listed just 10 resi-
dents in three Duricle families and the same number
in Tite's Cove in two families. Three of those Tite’s
Cove residents were fishermen-farmers who landed
cod and salmon worth $490. One of the two children
was in school in Beau Bois.

Mortier, listed as Little Mortier, in 1891 had a popu-
lation of 75 in 14 Roman Catholic families, including
one from Ireland. None of the 31 children was in
school, and the 23 fishermen-farmers landed 360 quin-
tals of cod worth $1,440. The 1911 census listed Morti-
er with a population of 120 and Fox Cove with 128.
Just seven people lived at Tite’s Cove, including the
keeper of the fog alarm and six fishermen who landed
inshore cod worth $157.

Before processing of fresh fish began, all the com-
munities relied on the shore fishery from mid-May to
November as well as on the Bank fishery. As the Bank
fishery grew in imp many local resid went
on Nova Scotia bankers from March to October. Others
were based in Burin.

By the 1950s, Mortier had become a well-known har-
bor. It was considered by the Canadian government
a “free port’’ and Dr. Raymond Miller, who headed
a joint Canada-U.S. commission proposed a free trade
zone. The Mortier Bay Development Company Limit-
ed saw this as a way to fully develop the St. Lawrence
Seaway, promote trade between Canada and the Unit-

: “h >
An old barn on IM Tides Cove road near Fox Cove —
Mortier

ed States, open up the north, especially Labrador, and
provide a more efficient world trade pattern in the
western Atlantic for Canada and the U.S. Negotiations
went on for a while to develop grain handling and
storage facilities and a fish storage facility for Europe-
an companies, to build an oil and petrochemical com-
plex and to start an ore processing unit. In spite of the
suggestion that shipping entirely by water would cut
freight rates by half, the scheme never materialized.

The combined population in Fox Cove - Mortier rose
from 355 in 1945 to 469 by 1976. In that year, Fox Cove,
Mortier and Tides Cove joined to form the incorporat-
ed community of Fox Cove - Mortier. It stretched from
Blow Me Down at the southern end of Mortier Bay to
Western Head, the western entrance to Little Mortier
Bay, and took in the two former communities of Her-
ring Cove, (which was included in the 1891 census with
a single Roman Catholic family and three of five chil-
dren in school), and Duricle, both of which were aban-
doned between 1956 and 1961.

By 1980, the wharf at Mortier had been improved
and there was a community stage. In the early 1980s,
most workers were at the Fishery Products plants in
Burin and Marystown or on draggers, although a few
worked in service industries or in local businesses. Em-
ployment was very high in 1986, by which time the
population had reached 500. Men worked in the fish-
ery, processing, construction and service industries
while women did mainly service, processing and cler-
ical work. There are some still fishing full time and a
few small businesses in Fox Cove - Mortier, N
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Beau Bois

Family tradition says John Dober moved from Dor-
set to Spanish Room in the early 1800s and that Ge-
orge Dober was the first settler at Beau Bois soon af-
terwards. Located at the entrance to Mortier Bay, Beau
Bois was the most important community in the area
in the 1800s, increasing from 112 residents in 17 Ro-
man Catholic families in 1836 to 139 in 1857. There were
21 families in 1857, with just two Church of England
residents. There was a Roman Catholic church and a
school for 36 stud and the 51 fis} landed
1,790 quintals of inshore cod.

By 1874, the population consisted of 106 Roman
Catholic residents, including three born in Ireland. By
1891, the population had dropped to just 62, althoug
there was one merchant. None of the 13 families’ 23
children was in school and the 31 fishermen-farmers
caught 798 quintals of inshore cod worth $3,192.

Other early settlers included John McCarthy, fol-
lowed by the Farrell, Coady, Kelly, Kilfoy and Power
families. In 1894, George Dober, Sr., was listed as post-
master and there were 18 fishing families, 12 named
Kelly. Fishing was the main activity, but farming was
also quite important, especially in the late 1800s and
early 1900s.

The importance of Beau Bois declined as Burin grew.
There were 62 residents in 1891. The only Roman
Catholic church and burial sites in Mortier Bay were
located at Beau Bois in the early 1900s, and the com-
munity was the only port of call for the first mail boat,
the SS Alert.

The population by 1911 had dropped to 54, with just
four of 13 children in school. The 10 fishermen-farmers
operated seven inshore boats and landed 230 quintals
of cod worth $1,183 in the previous year.

In 1921, Beau Bois had a teacher, one government
official and 17 fishermen. Three schooners totalled 75
tons and the fishermen among the 49 residents land-
ed $19,009 worth of fish.

A number of the original families still live in Beau
Bois which is situated at the end of a gravel road from
Little Bay. Some work in the offshore fishery, and there
are a few inshore fishermen.

Beau Bois islands
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the area today

Burin
Evelyn Grondin

Old meets young in Burin

Museums are not always exciting,
particularly to school children. Bu-
rin Heritage House curator Evelyn
Grondin wanted this particular
museum to be different so she tried
to figure out how to make antiques
and artifacts interesting. Then it
came to her. Why not have the peo-
ple who used the tools in the past  Len Brushett
demonstrate their skills in person?

“Id been working with seniors for

the past five years leading a volun-  caulking to children
teer program of fitness and wellness ¢ o 1o e Primary

through the Red Cross at the Burin
Senior Citizens Club. I thoroughly in Sait Pond.
enjoyed working with them and 1
realized they are an untapped
resource. Who better to interpret
some of the things we have here
than the people who actually used
them? I looked for specific things
they could do and struck on the rug
poking, boat caulking and clothes
washing.”’

Class after class of school children
traipse through the beautiful old

Evelyn Grondin
holds up a
treasured doll
from the past.

Queen Anne house in Burin Proper,i
each of them wide-eyed as they are
permitted to take into their own lit=

hammer. Len Brushett, 80, spent:
years learning and plying that trad

done. His hands fly across
boards set up in the museum
represent a boat, forcing caulking
material into the cracks and han
mering it home. The children pa
close attention but when they g
it a try they find it’s not as easy as.
it looks.

Mary Hollett, Annie Roche,
Williams, Mary Dober, Alice Warren
and Minnie Shave, among others,:
demonstrate how difficult it was

rugs from piles of old fabric while
showing the children how it's dones
The finished products are sold at

museum’s craft shop in summer 0
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at the annual Christmas sale which
raises money to help defray operat-
ing expenses.

““The children are all so willing to
try things,”” says Evelyn. ““About 120
students a day come through until
we close in October for the winter
and the rapport between them and
the seniors is marvellous.”

In its second year of operation,
Burin Heritage House started as a fa-
mily home in one of the oldest parts
of Burin. ““Vince Reddy bl the  Alice Warren,
house in 1920 and moved in with his  Evelyn's mother,
mother and two sisters. In 1930, he
married Margaret McMunn, a NO-
NIA nurse working in Garnish and suidents hatito
it became their family home,"" Eve- poke mats
lyn explains. “Vince died at 94 in  the old-fashioned
1985 and left the house to his son
Jim.”

The town council had been look-
ing at other older homes but park-
ing was always a problem because
the houses were too close to the
road. They realized the Reddy house
would be perfect so Jim and his wife
considered the town’s proposal and
decided to sell to the town. “We
were very lucky because they were
a family who kept things, "’ says Eve-

shows one of the

way.

Re: Art Procurement Programme

All artists and craftspeople who are resident in Newfoundland and Labrador are invited to submit their
work through the process outlined. Each artist may submit up to three pieces of art for purchase. The artist's
name, the title, the date of work, media used, dimensions, and the cost of each piece, framed or unframed,
must be provided.

These works will be reviewed by an Advisory Committee which will make recommendations to the Procure-
ment Committee, which in turn will pass its recommendations to the Minister for approval.

Please note that art works without identification will not be viewed.

The locations at which works are to be submitted are as follows:

Mi 1l 215 i River Road, Goose Bay, Newfoundland
Submit work on January 7, 1991, before 4:30 p.m.

Work not purchased to be returned during the week of January 28 - February 1, 1991.
Cabinet Room, 10th Floor, Sir Richard Squires Building, Corner Brook
Submit art work on January 9, 1991, before 4:30 p.m.

Work not purchased to be returned during the week of January 28 - February 1, 1991.

Department of & Labour Room, F Grand Falls

Submit art work January 11, 1991, before 4:30 p.m.
Work not purchased to be returned during the week of January 28 - February 1, 1991.

Airport Inn, St. John's, Newfoundland
Submit art works January 21 and January 22, 1991.
Work not purchased to be picked up January 25, 1991.

Decisions shall be rendered by March 31, 1991. A biography of the artist would be useful for our files.
If any further information is required, please contact Mr. Bernard Baker at 576-2805.
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lyn. “They had no children and
decided to donate the entire collec-
tion to the museum so we ended up
with a very firm base. There was not
one room that didn't have a con-
siderable number of artifacts in ex-
cellent, display condition. Besides
that, the house is very bright and
airy, unlike most Queen Anne
homes. That may turn out to be
detrimental from a museum point of
view and we'll soon have to buy UV
[ultraviolet] filters.”

Government grants helped pay
for renovations, an office in the at-
tic for Evelyn, new wiring and an
updated heating system,

The first year of operation, 1987,
Evelyn spent the summer catalogu-
mg. working at the museum as a

The following year, she
was hired as curator and says the
work has kept her more than busy—
it has filled her life. Having lost a
daughter in an automobile accident
in 1981, and her husband just last
year, Evelyn says she’s quite pleased
to have a job that demands so much
of her.

Born in Burin, Evelyn spent 25
years in the Ottawa area before
returning to Newfoundland. Work-
ing at the museum allows her to
spend as much time as she wants
delving into her hometown’s histo-
ry, and she says it's quite an oppor-
tunity. “'I really like some of the sto-
ries, even if they aren’t all quite
true—like the one about the Pardy
brothers who were supposed to
have been killed by Beothuks.
There's also a wonderful story about
a Dr. Walsh who smuggled a wom-
an aboard a British ship. They were
discovered at sea but because he was
friends with the admiral, they put
him ashore here instead of execut-
ing him. They lived here for seven

Burin Heritage House

research on the tidal wave of 1929
and wisits local schools to tell chil-
dren the story of how thﬂr grand-

dresses from former days

sharing it with the community has
turned a hobby into a career. She
took courses through the Museums

parents and great
fared in the worst dxsaster ever to hit

ears.
“It’s also likely,”* she contmues,
“that the oldest house in N

land is right here in Ship Cove, built
by the Spurriers who ran a huge
shipbuilding operation there in the
18th century.”

Evelyn has also done in-depth

the Burin P

Students help out under federal
programs, maintaining the exhibits
meticulously arranged by Evelyn. A
collector of antiques for 25 years, she
says reconstructing Burin’s past and

of N dland and Labrador and
has been on a number of historical
and arts society boards in Ottawa,
preparing her for the challenge of a
new museum. She says Burin
Heritage House is turning out to be
her most rewarding collection yet.

Wayne Hollett

Pictures of the past

To understand why Wayne and
Stella Hollett of Burin North are so
interested in preserving the past,
you have to go back to the early days

of Burin when Great Burin Island
was a main settlement.

The Holletts were among the fa-
milies who lived there. Wayne

Hollett’s grandfather and hi
brother, Thomas, ran W. &
Hollett on Great Burin. Thomas la
founded Hollett and Sons, one of the
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likely the Alma Jones, are all shown. (photo courtesy Wayne Hollett)

Wayne Hollett points out features in a photo of the Burin waterfront.

The courthouse was a major landmark in Burin for many decades. The coastal
steamer can be seen docked, and the church in Collins Cove is invisible in the
background. (photo circa 1910, courtesy Wayne Hollett)

el e ane ¢ ~
Photo of Burin North, circa 1950s, with the site now occupied by the Fishery Products International fishplant in the
foreground. The Hollett and Sons building, the courthouse, fish-drying station, saitfish stores and the floating fishplant,

major Burin merchant firms, and
Wayne's father had a lot of old pic-
tures from the early days of Burin.
*‘His inlerest rubbed off on me,"
Wayne chuckles. ““He was particu-
larly interested in vessels, so I saw
all sorts of pictures of schooners and
harbors. My father left me his old
photos and I found others in old
newspapers and magazines, while
some of the older residents lent me
their old prints. I took things one
step further and went looking for
pictures and getting copies made of
prints | saw. My wife, Stella, and 1
collected photos from as far away as
Brigus where the Bartletts, who were
also merchants here, lived."”
There's very little left of the old

v Sales
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communities, so Wayne’s photos are
very important in maintaining a link
with the past. He had prints made
of everything he could, but, until a
few years ago, there was nowhere
for people to go and see them. ““A
lot of old buildings were being taken
down, both wharves and homes,
and | wanted to see the community
remembered as it was,’” Wayne
explains.

That's when Stella took charge.
She was 4 years on the Burin town
council and 10 years local correspon-
dent for the The Daily News which
ran the Burin Peninsula Post as a
Wednesday feature. Stella also
wanted a place to display the past,
and her persistence paid off when
the Heritage House was acquired by
the Burin Council. Now many of
Wayne's prints are hanging there.

““It was a pleasure to get the prints
made and mounted for display,”” he
comments. “‘Several of the photos
are of places that were destroyed by
the tidal wave of 1929, places like
Foote’s Cove and Kelly's Cove. A
bad storm in the 1950s did just as
much damage, and actually affected
more communities.”’

Many of the Great Burin families
moved to Burin North when it was
abandoned, while others went to
Toronto. In the last few years many
have come back to see where their
grandparents lived and some have
stayed.

“‘1 take them over to the island in
my boat, and they’re very interest-
ed in going to the old cemeteries and
seeing where their ancestors actual-
ly lived,”” Wayne explains. ‘“There’s

the odd foundation still left at Step-
Aside, and foundations of the odd
house at Great Burin plus the ce-
ment foundation of the old
Methodist church which was taken
to Creston South. The school was
floated to Penney’s Pond and placed
on the site opposite St. Patrick’s
Elementary.”

Collecting old photos and stories
is not Wayne's only passion. Sports
are close behind. Soccer is the big
game in the Burin area and he
played for the Burin team, as well as
basketball in summer and hockey in
winter.

In 1944, his uncle, Morley Hollett,
helped spearhead a drive that led to
the formation of the Burin Peninsu-
la Athletic Association which or-
ganized a basketball series that

winter and the first official ft
series the following summer.
involved teams from Burin, For
Grand Bank and St. Lawrence,

the sport for 12 years.

Grand Bank, and I'm delighted
the success of the Burin Eagles,”” hy
remarks. There’s a great soccer
dition in Burin, but this is the
time a local team has won
provincial Challenge Cup, ulth
they have won the Burin Pe

championship before. I can’t ta
any credit,”” he admits, adding, *
my son is married to captain Te
Riley’s sister.””

Alvin Roff

Fish for the world

Alvin Roff considers himself
lucky. At 18 he left his hometown of
Mortier to work in Stephenville,
then went to Memorial University in
St. John's before going to the old
College of Fisheries. He studied food
technology and landed a job with
Bonavista Cold Storage in Fermeuse
which led to an 11-year position as
production manager with Argosy
Seafoods in Port de Grave. Then,
about three years ago, FPl opened a
new secondary processing plant at
Burin, and Alvin was thrilled to
return home and still do what he
was trained for.

He started as processing technol-
ogist and has since become assistant
manager of ‘a unique processing
plant which employs 150 to 170 and
prepares fish products for sale to
Canadian, U.S. and overseas
markets.

““The plant is a mixture of old and
new. This was the site of an old
primary processing plant before FPI
discontinued it a few years ago.
Then we began operating in June
1987 with our official opening date
September 21,” Alvin explains. “We
don’t have round-the-clock shifts—
we're a day-shift operation with

some activities at night. The we
during the year when we have dou-
ble shifts are few and far between.”
What the plant does is prepare
raw and cooked fish in various forms

products,”” says Alvin. “‘1 couldn’t
possibly list all we make but they in
clude fish sticks, nuggets,
of fillets, block-cut fillets, etc.

tomer deep fries for about
minutes; another pre-cooked



ed product that has to be oven baked
for 20 minutes; and a third type that
is fully cooked and frozen here, then
microwaved by the customer.”

A breading-line operator looks af-
ter all the equipment for making bat-
ter and breading, and the workers
are, for the most part, from sur-
rounding communities. Alvin says
the company must send many of
them as far away as the U.S. for
training in the plant’s highly precise
preparation methods.

He explains, ““Concepts come
from food technologists at our head
office in St. John's. They develop a
new product, come out here and do
line tests to see if it will work. We
have four technologists on staff right
here, as well, mainly involved in
quality or production.”

When a marketable product has
been developed, the plant imports
ingredients and packaging materials
and begins production. ““We need
special ingredients for breaded and
stuffed products,’” explains Alvin,
“with most of those going to the . ! .
U.S. market. One line in particular H {
is called Seafood Elites, and we pre-
pare fish stuffed with rice, vegeta-
bles and other seafood. That's where
we run into most of our problems,
getting broccoli from Mexico, for ex-
ample, or sauces from Los Angeles.
Then there’s the co-ordination of
packaging, since we deal in both
food service and retail packaging."’

The plant also uses raw materials
that must be supplied through spe-
cial orders from primary plants. “We
try to draw a lot from the Burin
Peninsula plants because they’re so
close but we also get fish from Cata-
lina, Trepassey and Harbour Breton.
We can’t buy from fishermen here
in Burin because we can’t do any
primary processing at all—we have
absolutely no facilities here to land
either inshore or offshore fish or to
process it. Everything is trucked in
frozen or brought in fresh.”

The plant produces from seven to
nine million pounds of processed
fish a year, but that weight includes
breading, batter, stuffing, etc. About
70% on average is fish itself,
although that differs with each
product. ““We also have a product
that is 100% fish, "’ says Alvin. “We
bring in fresh chilled fish, mostly
from Marystown, and form it into a
variety of sizes and shapes. We have
another line where we pack
400-gram products in printed poly- FPI is a major employer in Burin and the surrounding communities.

AMnMmm]ultwmﬂmpwdulillmFﬂmwm
ing plant in Burin.

Rtmmdy:wm-mﬁ"hmnmlmunumnm”lwmmw
rin. They may go in for refit or be scuttled.
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bags for Canadian markets."
When employees at the Burin
plant aren’t cooking they‘re clean-
ing. Alvin says that aspect of the
processing takes almost as much
time as the preparation itself. ““We
have one clean-up crew, for in-
stance, that dismantles equipment
after every shift, right down to the
nuts and bolts, cleans it all and puts
it back together before the next shift

starts. Our cleaning staff goes
through arigid procedure, and at the
end of their shift, you can eat off the
floor down there,” he says, point-
ing through the huge windows in
his office overlooking the plant.
Alvin takes fierce pride in the con-
dition of the plant and the fact that
employees are quick to share ideas
for making a product better or the
system work more easily. “This isa

completely different operation
a primary plant and there isn§
another like it in Newfoundla
The company is committed to
operation and it will continue to de=
velop as we explore new marl
and products, but I think most
ple are happy here. I know I am.!

Burin Marine Refit Centre

All tied up and places to go

The FPI plant has been in Burin
since the early 1940s, although few
of the original buildings remain. The
fishplant was rebuilt in 1984 follow-
ing the fisheries restructuring pro-
gram with the secondary processing
plant activities on the upper level.
The original plant was close to the
water's edge, a site now occupied by
FPI's Marine Refit Centre.

Although the Centre has been
operating only since 1984, some
trawler servicing work was done at
the site before that. Some vessels
continue to go to the Marystown
shipyard for work that cannot be
handled in Burin.

“That includes anything below
the water line on the vessel exteri-
or,” explains Donna Evans, who
takes us on a tour of the site. The
building looks much larger on the in-
side than it does from outside, and
there are several work stations
where welding torches light up the
hangar-like interior. But it's outside

A winch receives a checkup before setting off for a winter fishing trip.

The Newfoundiand Breaker with a new
the fishing grounds.

where much of the work is going on.
Several vessels are tied up along-
side the Centre and most have work

(YIRNTanERan WA
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coat of paint awaits the call to leave fo

crews aboard making inspectiol
and carrying out routine mai
tenance for the four-year refit cycl
Rust is a major problem on any st
vessel, so the Centre is experiment=
ing with different types of surfact
protection. It's even noisier than
usual in the confined space of a ves-
sel’s hull with a water blaster going
full tilt.
The last work done on a vessel is
usually the exterior painting, and we
visit two vessels getting a shiny new
coat of paint before heading out to
fish.

*“Business is about the same year
round with up to three vessels in
refit at the same time,” Donna ex-
plains. ““Occasionally, more vessels
may be tied up, due to unscheduled
work. There’s no dry dock facility on
site, so the Newfoundland Eagle has
just left for Marystown Shipyard to
get work completed below its
waterline.”’
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The largest vessel serviced so far
is the Newfoundland Lynx at 214
feet. The Newfoundland Otter, built
in Norway this year, is 197 feet but
16 feet broader. All of the vessels

serviced are stern trawlers, although
the company still has some scallop
side trawlers operating out of River-
port, Nova Scotia.

The Centre may not have as many

employees as the fishplant on the
level above, but it provides full-time
employment for a large number of
local residents. N

Don Paul

Fisherman by birth

My little fellow George is very
young, but he’s a real sailor,"”” says
Don Paul of Burin Bay. ““If he de-
cides to become a fisherman, that's
his choice, like it was mine, But [
can’t try any harder for him not to
be than my father tried with me, be-
cause my father said to me, ‘Be any-
thing you want, but don’t be a
fisherman.’ I guess it was just bred
into me."””

Since Don was nine he’d finish
school in summer and go out on the
boat with his father Ted. It wasn't
easy but he seemed compelled to fol-
low a path well worn in Burin Bay,
a small community where the fish-
ing tradition seems as old as the
jagged shoreline itself.

““My father was lost at sea in 1985,
but I keep going,”’ says Don. His

Ethel and Don Paul

Voice your
feel‘n‘:’;su.

D 60%0" after midnight

|:I 35%* Sunday

D 35%* after6p.m.
CALLLONG DISTANCE @ &iz=





































































































































	0001_Cover
	0002_Inside Cover
	0003_Insert
	0004_Insert
	0005_Page 1
	0006_Page 2
	0007_Page 3
	0008_Page 4
	0009_Page 5
	0010_Page 6
	0011_Page 7
	0012_Page 8
	0013_Page 9
	0014_Page 10
	0015_Page 11
	0016_Page 12
	0017_Page 13
	0018_Page 14
	0019_Page 15
	0020_Page 16
	0021_Page 17
	0022_Page 18
	0023_Page 19
	0024_Page 20
	0025_Page 21
	0026_Page 22
	0027_Page 23
	0028_Page 24
	0029_Page 25
	0030_Page 26
	0031_Page 27
	0032_Page 28
	0033_Page 29
	0034_Page 30
	0035_Page 31
	0036_Page 32
	0037_Page 33
	0038_Page 34
	0039_Page 35
	0040_Page 36
	0041_Page 37
	0042_Page 38
	0043_Page 39
	0044_Page 40
	0045_Page 41
	0046_Page 42
	0047_Page 43
	0048_Page 44
	0049_Page 45
	0050_Page 46
	0051_Page 47
	0052_Page 48
	0053_Page 49
	0054_Page 50
	0055_Page 51
	0056_Page 52
	0057_Page 53
	0058_Page 54
	0059_Page 55
	0060_Page 56
	0061_Page 57
	0062_Page 58
	0063_Page 59
	0064_Page 60
	0065_Page 61
	0066_Page 62
	0067_Page 63
	0068_Page 64
	0069_Insert
	0070_Insert
	0071_Inside Back Cover
	0072_Back Cover

