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GRADUATES OF THE FIRST FIBERGLASS
INSTRUCTOR TRAINING PROGRAM OFFERED BY
THE MARINE INSTITUTE: L·R (seated): Stephen Ford, Fogo
Island; Isaac Howell, Red Bay; Jerome Ennis, Placentia; Keith
Chadderton, Comer Brook; Dawson Newman, Paradise; (standing):
Carolyn Hodych, Division Program Coordinator, Fisheries; Marine
Institute interim president LG. O'Reilly; Murray Cornick,
Coordinating Instructor - Fiberglass; Kirby Anderson, L'Anse aux
MeadOVJs; John Winsor, Harbour Mille; Harley Payne, Three Mile
Rock; Roderick Pye, Mary's Harbour; John Drover, Grand Falls.

The Marine Institute is offering courses
on fiberglass boat repair and fiberglass sheathing
of wooden boats all across the province. In order
to deliver these courses, the Marine Institute
wishes to identify suitable buildings in
Newfoundland communities.
RENTAL FEE IS NEGOTIABLE.

These buildings should be 300-400 square feet, and meet
the following standards:

• heated by electric heat (or furnace if in a
separate room);

• ventilated (extractor fan);
• have a minimum of four power outlets, 110·120 v;
• have a supply of running water (preferably hot

and cold);
• be able to maintain building heat at 18·21 degrees C,

24 hours a day;
have washroom facilities;
have a door wide enough to admit boats up to 23 feet
in length and nine·foot beam.

For more information, please contact:
Murray Cornick
Coordinating Instructor (Fiberglass)
P.O. Box 4920
Fisheries Division Office
Nagle's Hill Campus
Marine Institute
St. John's, NF, AIC 5R3
Tel.: (709) 778-0436 or (709) 778-0441
Fax: (709) 778-0535
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from the editor
The cliche, "never a dull moment", seems to be the

rule since the start of 1991. The much dreaded CST
came in on schedule, and the Culf War, Operation
Desert Stonn. began, despite last-minute efforts to pre­
vent it, and january's not over yet. The CST Simply
means that here in Newfoundland when you see a
price tag of. let's say, $10, in reality it's almost $12 by
the time you add the CST and the retail sales tax, 20%
more th~n the tag price-we wonder just what this
latest phenomenon will do to the volume of retail sales.
As for the Culf conflict, let's hope by the time you
receive this, it will be history. Somehow, regrettably,
it seems as though we're in for a longer haul than that.

As for our own little corner of the universe, we've
been inundated with subscribers renewing before the
CST would apply. Some people renewed even though
they had two years remaining on their current sub­
scription. Thank you all for responding so generous·
Iy, but please bear with us as we try to catch up. With
fewer staff, we are no longer able to process renewals
and gift subscriptions as qUickly as we used to. Please
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make note: In order to gUM.antee no interruption in
your m.agnine delivery, plene nnew one issue be­
fore your expiry d.ate. Should you miss an issue, if you
wish, we can often sell you that particular copy at $2.50
+ SO.18 - 52.68.

Another update concerns our 1990 bound copies.
This year, they will be available in April at a cost of
$23.36 per copy + $1.64 CST, for a total of $25. While
we did advertise a lower price in the November­
December issue, our Ixx>k binders have since informed
us of a price increase which we now reluctantly must
pass on to you. (We will, of course, honor prepaid ord­
ers already received.) The bound copies consist of the
six issues published last year, bound together in dark
green with gold<olored printing on the spine. They
do make a nice gift for someone special.

We'll see you next time when we'll be visiting Smith
Sound.
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special section

Bay Roberts



history
Bay Roberts

Local residents refer 10 an inscription carved by
l\orsemen on the cliff ovcr Sn1S8lins Gulch, but there
is no conclusive evidence of occupancy prior to the
15(X}s"" hen European fishermen were known to be in
the area. By 1560, Bay Roberts was used by Jersey
fishermen, and Spaniards were there, too, perhaps
from as early as 1588. Reports thai Ihe original name
was Bav IJf Robbers because of the many pirates in the
1500s ~nd 1600s have nol bt.-en substantiated. Jersey
fishermen referred to the area as Roberts Bay and used
places later 1..no\\ n as Beachy Cove and Big or Fergus
Island

The end 01 the Bay Roberts peninsula looking towards the
first settlement of Juggler's Cove and its end at Juggler'S
Point.

Both Port de Crave and Bay Roberts were settled,
albeit casually, before John Cuy's arrival in 1610. Jer­
sey fishermen may have first spent the winter in 1605,
and the earliest permanent settlers had arrived in the
early 16005. Bay Roberts was destroyed by the French
in the winter of 1686-87, but was soon rebuilt and used
as a base for the Labrador fishery and the seal hunt
in 1689, when it was shown as Bay Roberts on Thorn­
ton's Mapof the Trading Part of Newfoundland in the
English Pilot

There is some uncertainty about who settled first.
Colonial Office records in 1674 list Jean Clay and An­
thony Varden as planters at Bay Roberts, Clay with

French's Cove, Bay Roberts East
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A view of Mercer'. Cove.

four men and a child, and Varden with 15 men, one
woman and four children, but, according to local
historian, John Parsons, this was on the Port de Grave
peninsula. Other families may have used the area for
cattle pasture, as a 1692 report referred to Bay Roberts
as a "cattle plantation"; nevertheless, there were 10
planters listed in 1700.

The first settlement was at Juggler's Cove, which lo­
cal lore says got its name from the dexterity needed
to navigate into the harbor. Members of the Earl(e) fa­
mily are said to have defended Little Belle Isle (sic]
against the French in 1697 and had relatives at Juggler's
Cove. The Reverend Martin Blackmore, in 1865,
referred to a story thai Ihe French also raided the fa­
mily store at Juggler's Cove the same year. He also
mentioned an Earle family Bible which lists John Earle
as being born at Little Belle Isle in 1678 and moving
to Juggler's Cove, Bay Roberts East, in 1698, but
Colonial Office records have a William Earl listed for
Juggler's Cove in 1782 on property dating back to be­
fore 1662. Historian John Parsons has evidence the
Earle family came from south Devon around 1660 and
first settled at Juggler's Cove. John Earle's son William
was born at Juggler's Cove in 1709, and his gravestone
shows he died of smallpox in 1m. The settlement
never had a church or school although there was a
small family cemetery. Juggler's Cove continued to
have mainly Earle families until it was abandoned in
1925, before which some Earles had moved to Coun­
try Path and Spaniard's Bay Pond.

A family named French probably arrived soon after­
wards, although Edward French was listed. in 1764
Colonial Office records as liVing on Juggler's Cove
property dating back to before 1634. French's Cove was
listed as a separate community in the 17005. William
Badcock in 1767 was reported. as living on land "in p0s­

session of the Family for upwards of 104 years".
Regardless of who first settled in Bay Roberts, by 1675.
there were 38 residents, mainly inshore fishermen.

The Parsons and Mercer families were already set­
tled in Mercer's Cove in the late 16005. Charles, Tho­
mas and Edward Mercer in 1790 occupied property dat­
ing back to before 1682, and Robert Bishop is listed in



An older home In Be8chy Cove, Bay Roberts

Church of England Mission was established in
This was two years after a resident missionary,

Hickson, was appointed by the Wesleyans to cover
de Grave, Bay Roberts, Clarke's Beach and Ba
A Wesleyan mission hall was opened in 1824,
Reverend J. Lister was the first Bay Roberts
in 1827. A Church of England church was also
in 1824, but a dispute delayed construction of st
thew's Church, consecrated in 1827 by Bishop
of Nova Scotia.

In 1810, the Society for the Propagation of the
(s.P.G.) established a day school in Bay Roberta
der the direction of George Williams. The R
Lewis Anspach in Harbour Grace commented f
bly on the abilities of the 42 children in 1812.
from Northern Cove, Mint Cove and Green H
tended the day school which had 68 pupils in
The first school in Mercer's Cove was opened by
Newfoundland School Societv (N.S.s.) in 1820
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Plenty of h.nda pltchea In to help put up the c8ble buIld­
ing .round 1910, nd plenty g8thered 10 w.tch (photo
courtesy R.y Norm8n)

tal population of Bay Roberts was about 700. In 1800,
there were six families in French's Cove, two or three
in Beachy Cove, six between there and Whit Monday
Hill, a few in Mercer's Cove, and six from there to the
river's mouth near the present Conception Bay
highway.

The Badcock, French, Mercer and Parsons families
all stayed east of Beachy Cove, but by 1800, when the
population of Bay Roberts had reached 1,lXX), there was
a fairly wide path from Juggler's Cove to Bay Roberts
harbor and westward to what is now shearstown and
Country Road.

On August 21, 1791, the Reverend William Black,
a Wesleyan evangelist from ova Scotia, recorded that
he preached to about 400 at Bay Roberts, and that there
were 30 members of the Wesleyan Church. Wesleyan
preachers used homes belonging to John Mercer and
William Badcock in Mercer's Cove, which also wel­
comed Church of England clergy from Harbour Grace
from around 1800. Church of England clergymen con­
tinued to come from Harbour Grace until the first

1769 on property "possessed by the Family for up­
wards of 80 years". Solomon Mercer was bom in Merc­
er's Cove in the late 17005. Mercer family tradition has
other branches of the family arriving from Jersey
around 1727, and from Poole, Dorset, around 1810. Bay
Roberts was part of the Carbonear Judicial District af­
ter 1729, and Governor Osboume appointed Robert
Badcock constable in Bay Roberts in the 17305.

Later on, an Irishman, Mark Delaney, and the Rus­
sell, Wilcox and Snow families settled on the flats at
the west end of the harbor. Mark Delaney and Wil­
liam Elms moved to the bottom of the harbor in 1807.
Newman and Roope owned fishing premises in
French's Cove and sold them to a Mr. Snow in
1788-he may have arrived in the area around 1750.
Russell family tradition says three brothers, Edward,
Stephen and William Russell from Bristol, England,
settled around 1800, although there is evidence Abra­
ham Russell was born in Mercer's Cove in the late
17005. Other early arrivals included the Bradbury,
Chun:h.il.l, Crane, Jones, Murrin, Nonnan, Petten, Pike,
and Sparkes families who arrived in the 17005 and early
1800s.

North Waters was settled by Marshall, Churchill,
Roberts, Hardy, Dawson, Pepper, Collins and North
families, and had 100 residents in 1800, when the to-



Mr. Birknett from England as tearner, and a Henry and
Caroline Lind were in charge aIter 1829. In 1845, the
Roman Catholic school in Bay Roberts was placed un­
der the Roman Catholic Board at Harbour Grace.

Early businesses were established in French's Cove.
The (irst merchant was Robert Pack (1786-1860) from
Doro;et. England. He had served with his father in the
Carbonear business of George and James Kemp and,
in 1810, settled in Bay Roberts next to a Jersey fisher­
man named Pechard. A year later Pack set up a small
business with George Blackler of Dartmouth, Devon.
In 1813, the firm of Pack and B1ackJer dissolved, and
Pac"- joined the men:hant banker William Fryer of
Wimborne, DorM:'t, to form Pack and Fryer.

This business expandt."<i when John Gosse of Ring·
wood, Hampshire, joined them in 1815 to form Pack,
Fryer and Gosse. Go~se had also been a clerk for the
Kemps and had later become their agent before start­
ing a large firm \\ith other merchants in Carbonear.
Pack. Fryer and Gosse became heavily involved in the
Labrador and seal fisheries, especially after the Kemps
ended their business in Carbonear in 1820, and became
the largest firm in Carbonear and among the largest
shipowners in the West Country of England with 90
vessels registered for Newfoundland. Robert Pack,
who was very active in local politics and the MHA for
Conception Bay from 1832-36. moved to Carbonear,
and ran the NewfoundJand business, including a farm,
until 1858. The business passed to his son-in-law, Wil­
liam S. Green.

Thomas and Stevenson started business June 1813
replacing William Holden and Company of Harbour

The Inside of the Western Union C8ble offk:e In Bay
Roberts was reputed to be kept so clean It was Impoui­
1M to find a speck of dust or anything that didn't work
perfectly. (photo courtesy Ray Norman)

Bay Roberts has so much to offer•••
Bay Roberts has a large and sheltered harbor, providing year-round oper­
ation with available Wharf and waterfront space, municipal services,
vacant land, and a large, sk/lled labor pool.

Some altractlonsjust a short drive from Bay Roberts are: Port de Grave
with Its rugged beauty and Its fishermen's museum; Cupids, the sight
of John Guy's colony; Brlgus, the home of Captain Bob Bartlett; and
Northern Bay and Salmon Cove with their beautiful beaches. And ifyou
prefer salt or freshwater fishing it's a rare day that you won't get a good
catch.

Bay Roberts has a number of first·class sporting facilities and Is often
host to proVincial championships.
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I
BliV Roberts cl900 (photo courtesy Ray Normsn)

Grace, but sold out again March 1815, and John Fer­
gus set up a business in 1812 but it lasted only until
1820. Crawford and Cormack established a business
in French's CO\le in the early 1800s, before Cormack
and Company was started at Mercer's CO\le in the
18205 and continued until 1910. James Cormack
(1799·1869) was appointed a legislati\le councillor in
1855 but resigned in 1858 because of the difficulty of
tra\lel from Bay Roberts to St. John's. He returned as
councillor when he mO\led to SI. John's in 1864 and
served until his death.

The Labrador fishery became important in the 18005.
Only inshore vessels had been listed in the 1836 cen·
sus, but by 1845, 18 schooners had been added to 164
boats. Prowse suggested, ;; ... planters from Concep­
tion Bay were amongst the first pioneers in this great
(Labrador) fishery". The seal fishery was also impor­
tant with Bay Roberts and Port de Gra\le sending 83
vessels to the "front" in 1837. The earliest \lessels sent
were small decked boats of 30-40 tons, with the first
6()..ton schooner lea\ling with 20 aboard around 1820.

The 1857 census was the last to list each settlement
separately. Juggler's Cove which had been the largest
fishing community now had a population of 209, but
other communities had already O\lertaken it by then.
Beachy Cove had the most residents with 289 in 43 fa·
milies. The 250 Church of England residents had built
a church, as had the 18 Roman Catholics, but the 21
Wesleyans had no church building. Three schooners
brought back 5,183 seals in 1856, and 119 inshore
fishermen landed 5,535 quintals of cod and 195 bar·
rels of herring.

The next largest settlement was Dock Point with 273
of which 214 were Roman Catholic, 52 Church of En­
gland and seven Wesleyan, but no church or school
buildings were mentioned in the census. Landings
were 7,531 seals, 4,610 quintals of cod, 864 barrels of
herring and 18 tierces of salmon. Ninety-seven bushels

The third St. M8tthew'l Anglican Church, ltarted 1911 and
conMCrateci 1918 (photo courtelY Ray Norman)

of oats and 320 Ibs. of butter were produced.
Centre Harbour had 262 residents, but no churches

were listed for the 173 Church of England, 48 Roman
Catholic and 41 Wesleyan residents who had 92 chil·
dren in the local school. At the time, 316 men brought
back 4,622 seals, and 128 fishermen landed 7,662 quin­
tals of cod, 918 barrels of herring and 21 tierces of
salmon.

Whit Monday Hill had 238 residents, 175 Church of
England, 52 Wesleyans and 11 Roman Catholics, and
there was already a Wesleyan church. The 118 inshore
fishermen landed 3,124 quintals of cod and 48 barrels
of herring. Mercer's Cove had 225 residents, and the
150 Church of England members under the Re\lerend
Martin Blackmore built a new St. Matthew's Church
in 1861, with the Reverend W.e. Shears, whose name
appears in Shearstowo, in charge from 1868-1903. Their

ShIp tn.t ... the c.bIe In Bay Roberta tor the Wntern Un
Ion c.bIe Compeny In 1910 (photo courtetay Ray Nonnen

school had 60 pupils under the direction of G.W.R. Hi­
erlihy, who taught from 1854-1861. There were 57Wes­
leyans and 18 Roman Catholics also in Mercer's Cove,
and their children attended school and church serv·
ices in neighboring settlements. The community had
a merchant whose schooner had a crew of 40 in the
seal fishery. The 'f7 inshore fishermen landed 1,521
quintals of cod and 35 barrels of herring.

People moved from Juggler's Cove and new busi·
nesses were established in the Lodge Lane, Crossroads
and Mission Lane section of Bay Roberts. In the 18005,
these included Richard Hennebury's premises, Cal­
pin's forge, Wood's tinsmith shop, Cave's cobbler
shop and stores run by the Bartlett, Snow, Murphy,
Dawe, Jardine and Parsons families. Captains John Par·
sons and Isaac Mercer also had stores along the water­
front. and there was a hotel run by a Mrs. Taylor, two
drugstores, a post office, a telegraph office, a movie
theatre and the Newfoundland Savings Bank situated
along Water Street.

Although Bay Roberts did not suffer the same reli­
gious strife as nearby Harbour Grace, there were oc­
casional dashes among rival groups. Isaac Mercer was
killed by mummers Christmas 1860, and a reward of
100 pounds was offered for the murderers' capture.
On January 14, 1861, a man named Hedderson and two
named Dawson were arrested on susprion of commit­
ting the crime but were released. Religious riots, pro-­
voked by the murder and other developments, flared
up on March 2, 1861.

The Sunday Herald, January 15, 1967, listed the fol-



lowing people and occupations in Bay Roberts in 1867:
Walter Brennan, sawyer; Charles Calpan, high consta­
ble; George Crewe, carpenter; James Cummings, ac­
countant; Isaac Daw(e), fisherman; Robert Daw(e), ves­
sel owner; Richard Dawson, fisherman.

By 1869, Bay Roberts, Spaniard's Bay Bridge and
Pond, Coosh and Country Path had a combined popu­
lation of 2,459 in 474 families, of whom 1,580 were
Church of England, 438 Wesleyan, 431 Roman Catholic
and 10 Presbyterian. The three main denominations
all had churches, and 287 children were in school. The
combined settlement was large enough to haw 23
mechanics, nine merchants, two clergymen and a doc­
tor, the well·known and respected Dr. William Fraser.
Seventeen vessels left for the seal hunt with 731
aboard, and 1,011 inshore fishermen operated 269
boats. By 1874, there were 42 schooners and 320 in­
shore boats

Both the Church of England and Methodists had
school boards by 1857, but the Colonial and Continen­
tal Church (formerly N.S.S.) <;chool was destroyed by
fire in 1892. Methodist churches were built in the 1860s
at Running Brook and Bay Roberts West. A new church
was built in 1906. There were also Roman Catholic resi·
dents in the early 1800s. and the first church was built
in the mid·l800s

The Labrador and seal fisheries attracted many
fishermen in the 1800s. but loss of life was common.
The worst shipwreck took place in 1872. Forty-three
men, mostly from Bay Roberts, were lost on Captain
Robert Dawe's Huntsman during the seal fishery in
the Strait of Belle Isle in April 1872, and the altar at
St. Mark's Anglican Church in Shearstown is dedicated
to their memory. The vessel was driven onto rocks off
Cape St. Charles, Labrador. The 18 survivors were res­
cued by the Rescue under the command of Captain
John Dawe three days later, but Solomon French was
presumed lost. He had, in fact, made it to Fish Rock
and was found on an ice floe by the crew of the steam­
shop Uon. He became known as "Solomon on the
Rock", and his story was often related at Methodist
services and told how he consoled himself by singing
the words of an old hymn.

The first court session was held in Bay Roberts in
1881, and a courthouse was built at Bear's Cove. A
lighthouse had been built by 1883. By 1884. Bay
Roberts, including Spaniard's Bay Bridge and Pond,
had a population of 2,765. Most were Church of En­
gland, but there were also 555 Wesleyan, 437 Roman

The Orllnge Lodge's one of the oktest buildings in 88y
Roberta.
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We.tem Union .taff hou... were forbidden territory for
Bay Roberts youngsters, but employees enJoyed tennis
courts and a par1l:-llke setting. (photo courtesy Ray
Norman)

The train station at Bay Roberts c1920 (J.F. Winsor pho­
to, courtesy Ray Norman)
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Catholic and two Presbyterian res.idents. The Oturch
of Enpnd and Wesleyans each had two churches. the
Roman Catholics one. and 4111 01 the 934 children were
in llChooI. The ......men. had five merchants. two doc­
_. two clergymen. 29 mechanics and cnltsmen. and
U_worken.IIedemptcrist Fathenllrom__pled 10 ...

• chun:h m 181M. but religious feelmgs were high and
their _pt failed. The Reverend Patrick M'Givftn
_ .. Bay Roberts on November 19. 181M. with the
Very Reverend E.F. Walsh. the parish priest .. Brigus.
The local magistrate refosed to offer them protection
from harassment by local youths .nd adults 01 other
denominations, and M'Givern had to leave two days
!liter. A second attempt with the Bishop of Harbour
Grace to hold services in the Roman Catholic church
in December was also unsuccessful and M'Givem
returned to Boston where his experiences perplexed
his parishioners:
"Father, why do you not t.lke outyour stole and make
an .xampJe of them?" I replied I was just thinJcins of
tumins them mlO goats. "0 FatMr. not tha•• lor b<­
dad. ifyou do. they will ... aD the aobboges _ h.t..
011 the ioIand. "

In Bay Roberts juSllO bolts were buH. in 1883. but

A..-_..IIay_...... '-"......­••-,,-_Ray~
the 1.194 inshore fish""""" landed 21.014 qUintals 01
cod, 1.154bureIs 01capelin. m bureIs 01 herring and
89 liftas 01 salmon. The nino f""""",. along with
many fiahing families. had callie. hones. sheep. pigs
and goats. and also prod~ 83lh. 01 bu_.

In 1891. there were 45 schoonen and 458 bolts. A.
that time, more vessels went to Labrador with only six
fiahing rooms Irit in Bay Robms. Sam< W<II-known
captains were: Edward Mercer. Abraham. John and
Stephen Parsons. Elijah and Richard IIadcoc:k. Hm­
ry. Charles and John Daw•• and Richard Spubs.

In 1900 there were 41 Labrador schooners, but this
number had dropped 10 26 by 1910. whm the Wt!Slem
Union established a cable office. Some local captains
in 1mincluded Rob<rt Chun:hill of tho Gom, Goorg<
Hierlihy 01 the Ranleand Florence. the M<n:ers 01 Sun­
loeband-. • KoUy of Prospowand Anni< Syrns.
Goorg< Morgan of the Steadfast. and. Dawson of the
9....00.... Lewis Dawe also. owned eeveral schooners
.. thlo tim<.

Two brothers. Charles and Auriah Da_. _
C.• A. Dawe Ud. in Port de Grave in 1864 but 8001'I

_10 Bay Robms for the ....... haIbo< and basi-

noo......._ ...... _ ••eo...,.,. .. 1Iay-ness opportunities. The firm became an important fish~

ery supplies finn with up to 30 vessels and an export
buain<ss 01300.000 quin.... 01 fish a yoar. The schoon­
en, Hunstman and RolUns Wave, were foUowed by
the steamships, Greenland. Aurora, Iceland, Thm.,
.., V-wuard' and TeJTa Nova, as mainstays of the
oealing indUSlry in the "te IIlOOs.

Captain CharIeo Daw< was Consorvative""- for
Harbour Grace from 1878 to 1889, and later represent~
eel Port de Grave until his death in 1c.QJ. His cousin,
Henry Dawe, was another prominent sealing captain
who also repretented Harbour Grace for a term in 1893.
C. '" A. Da__ the 1894 bank crash. and ita

shipyard buDl 20 Iarg< schoonen until tho company
wu dissolved at the death of Charles Dawe in 1909

-..,---..-_ _-.........._---..,._ .W_-.._.. .., ....~
-,.



The first was the Aurora and the last the Quisseta.
Another boatbuilder, E. and J. Bowering.. at the junc­
tion of Water Street and K1ondyke, built as many as
50 boats for the Hudson Bay Company. Samuel Par­
sons built the 5O-ton The Three Brothers at JUggler's
Cove in 1878-it was lost in 1894.

The Salvation Army had established one of its first
corps at Bay Roberts in 1887. William Henry Cave
(1872-1941) of Bay Roberts was the superintendenl of
Salvalion Army schools in Newfoundland in the ear­
ly 19005. He later became the MHA for Bay de Verde
and served as a cabinet minister in the Squires, War­
ren and Hickman governments.

Arthur Barnes, born at Topsail in 1866, began his
leaching career at Coley's Point and Bay Roberts in
1887 and became principal of Bay Roberts Academy in
1889 after a year as Vice-principal of Bishop Feild Col­
lege in St. John's. He served as the MHA for Harbour
Grace for five years from 1904-1909 before becoming
principal of the Church of England Nonnal School in
1910. After receiving a doctorate at New York Univer­
sity in 1917, Dr. Barnes returned to politics and became
the first minister of education in 1923 and one of the
prime movers in the eslablishment of University Col­
lege. which opened as the Memorial College in 1925.
He later represented Burgeo from 1928-32 and then
returned to teaching in Bay Roberts until his death in
Bay Roberts in 1956.

By 1901, the population of Bay Roberts was 2,226,
350 of the 511 children were in school, and the same
number of children from neighboring communities also
attended its five Methodist. three Church of England
and one Salvation Army schools. There were 21
teachers, 19 mechanics, 13 merchants, five miners, two

HaIy ClluodlIn 1Ioy_

W__ IIoy_••__ eo___--Roy-I

-. _ Church,IIoy-'",

clergymen, two farmers and a doctor. Central United.
Church opened for services on September '17. 1906, and
the new Roman Catholic Church was consecrated by
Bishop March on November 11, 1909. The third. 51.
Matthew's Church was started in 1911 and consecrat­
ed in 1916 and served as the regional church wilh a
congregation of 1,100 in the early 1900s.

In 1910, 34 schooners landed 20,531 quintals of cod
hom Labrador, but just 347 quintals were landed in­
shore. The total value of the fishery was $70,258. In
the early 19005, Azariah Dawe, Lewis Dawe and W.H.
Greenland shipped salt fish in their vessels to Spain
and Portugal and brought back salt. W.H. Greenland
shipped his fish in the l(n-ton Nevis in 1919. By 1921,
jusI16 schooners went to Labrador. The Dawes start­
ed Ihe Avalon Coal and Sail Company, later the Ava­
lon Coal. Salt and Oil Company which was managed
by Augustus Dawe until his dealh in 1912. The com­
pany still operates under the management of Eric
Dawe.

William Dawe and Sons was established in 1892 and.
prodU<:OCl a peak 01 300 fish baneIs daily. Their cooper­
age was the largest in the area and al one time
produced 800 butter tubs a day, mosdy destined to.
Brazil. Other roopen were James Pepper at North
Waren, and Harold and John Morgan in Bay Roberts.

A causeway and bridge across the bay to Coley',
Point was started in the lale 18905 and completed
around 1896. This was the year of the Gold Rush..
hence its name. Klondyke (sic), because many refi..
dents received. their first cash payments for work. The
first post office was opened in 1908 in the same bW(d..

ing as the AnRlo--American Telegraph Company, but
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One 01 the few ,......ning 810m on W81er 5....... Bay_.
in 1913 it moved to the new building shared with the
courthouse, jail, police residence and customs office,
The court had remained in Harbour Grace until the first
court sessions in Bay Roberts in 1881.

By 1911, the Church of England had three schools,
the Methodists two schools, the Roman Catholics a
two-room school, and the Salvation Anny a one-room
school for a total population of 438 pupils. The popu­
lation of Bay Roberts was by then, 2,187. Twenty
schooners left for Labrador bringing back 11,818 quin­
tals of cod, while 16 inshore boats landed 489 quintals
for a total catch value of $50,296. Fanning was rela­
tively important with 172 horses, 223 cattle, 199 sheep,
211 pigs, 302 goats and 5,937 chickens and 24,000 gal­
lons of milk and 600 lbs. of butter produced The
two sawmills employed 16 and cut 34,000 logs. They
sawed 300,000 feet of spruce and produced 500 shin­
gles for a total value of $6,000.

A cable was laid across the Atlantic from Bay Roberts
by the Western Union Cable Company in 1910. The
cable office was the reception point for significant news
such as the loss of the Titanic, 2.35 a.m. on April 16,
19U, and the dealh of Czar Nicholas and his family,
4.20 p.m. on July 25, 1918. Built as a relay station from
England to the United States, il had seven cables from
overseas and was reputed to be the fastest cable sys­
tem in the world. Winston Churchill and President
Roosevelt had their own private cable link through Bay
Roberts during the Second World War. The office was
last used in the 1960s and is now up for sale. The com­
munity also had a lighthouse.

The Dawe family helped build the St. Matthew's
Oturch of England church in Bay Roberts begun in

-.oo,_cnu......... _w...

1911-it is one of the largest wooden churches in New­
foundland. Bay Roberts Academy was in existence be-­
fore 1900 and was used until 1921 when SI. Matthew's
school was completed and had 100 students-it closed
in 1948. Another Church of England school in Merc­
er's Cove had 90 pupils after 1936 and closed in 1963.

The Reverend Elijah Chesley French (1881-1947) of
Bay Roberts was in 1925 elected the first secretary of
the Newfoundland Conference of the United Church
of Canada, and later moved to Toronto. As many as
100 United Church students attended Snowden Hall
until the two schools combined under the Amalgamat­
ed School Board in 1944, and a new Amalgamated
school was built in 1948. This school had 272 students
from Bay Roberts and Coley's Point until it dosed
when Ascension Collegiate opened. Snowden Hall was
named after the Reverend S. Snowden who served in
the parish from 1881-89 and from 1904-08. after which
a church was built.

William Ralph Parsons (1882-1956) was the chief fac­
tor in' charge of the SI. Lawrence - Labrador district
of the Hudson Bay Company for 25 years, the first per­
son not born in EnKland to be appointed to the posi­
tion which was equivalent to a governor. One of the
best-known nurses from Bay Roberts was Myra Louise
Taylor who served in St. John's and London, England,
in the early 19005 and died in St. John's in 1939.

H.M. Mosdell, later appointed to the Legislative
Council, founded the Newfoundland Outlook in 1906.
It had been started in 1890 as The Bay Roberts Out­
look. The paper was sold to Charles E. Russell in 1909,
and renamed The Guardian. a weekly newspaper that
remained a family business and was renamed The Bay
Roberts Guardian in 1939. The paper was published
for another decade, the last issue appearing on July
9,1949, exactly 40 years after it began. A weekly, the
Bay News, operated until 1959.

The first bank to open a branch was the Newfound­
land Savings Bank. followed in 1913 by the Bank of
Nova Scotia. In 1917. there were 21 finns in Bay
Roberts, which had become a wholesale and distribu­
tion centre. The affluence of Bay Roberts in the early
1900s can be gauged by the e>Qstence of specialW!<! bus­
inesses along the Klondyke to Cable Avenue section
of Water Street. the commercial heart of Bay Roberts
into the mid-1900s. These included Cave's Barber
Shop, Jewer's Meal Shop, Cobb's Watch Repair,
Snow's Ice-Cream Parlor, Lee's Chinese Laundry,
Baggs' Stoves and Baggs' Funeral Parlor, Joe
Noseworthy's Cobbler Shop, Herbert Sparkes Meat
Shop, Miss Rebecca Greenland's Millinery, Miss E.
Cave's Hat Shop, CE. Russell's Printing Shop,
Crilch's Tinsmith Shop and E. &: J. Dowering's Boat­
building. General and department stores were also
operated by Ray Cave, S.E. Mercer, Bartlett's, George
Hierlihy, R. Churchill Ltd., J. &: I. Marshall, Captain
Arch Mercer, R. &: I. Saunders Ltd., Charles Snow.
James S. Snow, John Panons Ltd., James O'Neill, Wil­
cox, Miss Maggie Dawson, Fradsham's &: Co., Green
&: Co., John Morgan, Guy's, John Bishop Ltd. and A.E.
Mercer.

By 1935, the population of Bay Roberts had dropped
to 1,911, wilh 42 businesses but just one factory, and
two smaD auxiliary 9Chooners operating out of the c0m­

munity. Fanning was becoming more important with
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TImea -lind signs -.re cNinging In Bay Roberts; BuYer
Plua I, one of three malls In the town.

er, born in 1879, studied to become an Episcopalian
priest in the United States before being appointed as
Dean of Divinity and later Professor of Semitic Lan­
guages and Egyptology at Trinity College, Toronto, in
1923. A prolific writer on theological and oriental
themes, he was used as an advisor on desert warfare
in the First World War and as a compiler of the Web­
ster's International dictionaries. He achieved world­
wide fame as the person who deciphered the inscrip­
tion on King Tut's tomb. A book on Dr. Mercer's life
is being co-written by the Reverend Burton K. Janes
and John Parsons.

The Association for the Help of Retarded Children
established a school in Bay Roberts in 1959. A non­
denominational regional high school was proposed in
1959, and land was purchased from Harold Gosse at
the top of GUiney's Hill. Snowden Hall continued to
be used until 1964 when Ascension Collegiate opened
with 'ewman Kelland as its first principal. Ascension
Collegiate was the name chosen because the school was
to be used for higher education and was built at the
top of the hill. It accommodated all Protestant Grade
9-11 children from Upper Island Cove to Brigus after
1969. The school burned down in November 1974 and
reopened at the same site in 1976 when it had n6
students.

The community was incorporated in 1951, and since
1965, Bay Roberts has included Coley's Point and most
of Shearstown and Country Road. The Compass
reported that a new council had been elected Novem­
ber 13, 1965, with eight councillors instead of six be­
cause of the annexation of sections of Butlerville and
Shearstown. Other communities already annexed were
Country Road, Coley's Point North and South and
Main Highway.

In the 1970s crews from the area left for Labrador
each summer on CN boats but the local inshore fish­
ery remained small. Bay Roberts Seafoods Ltd.
processed cod, squid, herring and caplin, as did the

8IIy Roberts East looking across the KIOndyke.

increasing numbers of livestock including horses, cat­
tle, sheep and goats. Also produced were 24,455 gal­
lons of milk, 187,600 Ibs. of cabbage and 17,499 doz.
eggs, the highest totals in the region.

Chester Dawe, bom in Bay Roberts in 1904, moved
to St. John's where he established his building sup­
plies company, Chester Dawe Limited, in 1945. Eric
N. Dawe took over management of his father's busi­
ness, Dawe's Nail and Hardware Limited, in 1946. He
was a leading figure in the drive to incorporate the
town of Bay Roberts, being elected councillor in 1952
and mayor in 1956-64. He also was Liberal member for
Port de Grave from 1962-71 and a Liberal Refonn mem­
ber from 1975-1979 when he be<:ame managing direc­
tor of the Avalon Coal, Salt and Oil Company in
Coley's Point. William Dawe and Sons Limited was
one of the largest woodworking plants in Newfound­
land and employed nearly 150 men until it was des­
troyed by a fire in 1949. An earlier fire had destroyed
many other businesses on Water Street.

Most Port de Grave district men worked in the cod
fishery, but there were also laborers, carpenters and
teachers listed. The fishing and service sectors account­
ed for most jobs, but agriculture, forestry, mining and
construction were also important. Most women
worked as teachers, salesclerks and domestics.

The Daily News of October 17, 1955, announced the
imminent opening of Adler's Chocolates of Canada
Ltd. chocolate factory at Bay Roberts. The company
had received a $500,000 loan to set up the plant (part­
ly funded under the provincial government's Economic
Development Plan). An early estimate placed the num­
ber of jobs to be available at 100, but actual employ­
ment was fewer than two dozen. A trial run had limit·
ed success but, on February 3, 1956, The Daily New~
reported a second trial run the day before had been
successful, and three weeks later, the first commercial
production of chocolate bars had been completed.
Although the plant sold boxed chocolates, as well as
candy, licorice products, and planned later introduc­
tion of potato chips. market problems brought its
closure in the early 19605.

Oscar George Hierlihy, bom in Bay Roberts in 1912,
became a well-known radio engineer and broadcaster
in the 19305. After serving with several local radio sta­
tions, he joined qON Radio in 1951 and eventually
headed the technical aspects of CJON-TV until his
retirement in 1977.

Another Bay Roberts native son, Samuel A. Merc-
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Fishery Products Ltd. plant. The Bay Roberts Mall and
Beaver Plaza opened in the mid-l970s, and a new mini­
mall is now under construction. Most businesses are
along the Conception Bay North Highway in Bay
Roberts West, and the importance of Water Street as
a commercial centre declined. At one time, the busi­
ness area on Water Street was the shopping centre for
the whole Conception - Trinity area, but the only bus­
iness there now is the Bank of Nova Scotia, with 80%
of the commercial premises along the Conception Bay
Highway.

The 1976 population was 4,072 and rose to 4,514 by

1986. Men work in construction, sales, transport,
processing, and managerial jobs, while women are
largely in the processing, clerical, and sales sectors.
Most employment is in commerce, services, manufac­
turing, and construction, with many residents com­
muting to jobs in the St. John's area.

Bay Roberts has always been noted for the cleanli­
ness of its properties. Eric Dawe, who was mayor for
eight years, comments that people had their fences
kept up even during the Great Depression and that
Bay Roberts has always been an attractive community
with its ornamental trees. ~

Coley's Point

Workers' Compensahon is a no-fault system which in­
sures employers and workers for on-Ihe-;oo injuries.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION
of Newfoundland and Labrador

DO YOU NEED TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT WORKERS' COMPENSATION?

eomo.._........G~nd Fall.
489-9883

St. John'.
n8-1000

II you need to know more about the system, how it oper­
ales. the benehts, the regulations, etc., we can offer
you a Wide selection of information.

• Workers' compensallon - An Overview - 28 page
booklet

• Information For Employers - 16-page booklet
• Workers' Handbook on Procedures, Benefits - 31

pages
• "It's Good BUSiness" - a pamphlet on re­

habilitatIon
• "Fishermen and Workers' Compensatkln" ­

pamphlet
• "Empklyers and Workers' Compensation"­

pamphlet
• Something to Know About Workers' Compensatkln

- pamphlet
• How to Request an Appeal Of a Case Review
• Industry Oass,rlCation and Assessment Rates
• "II You Gel Hurt On The Job" - Poster

If you would like an InfOfmation Kit Of quantihes of in­
dIvidual pubhcatJOflS. contact any of our offICes.

James Bowering from Chard, Somerset, married a
Russell daughter from Mercer's Cove. He was an in­
shore fisherman. but three sons sent schooners to
Labrador. He lived next to another immigrant from
Chard, Peter Fradsham, who had settled on the south
side by 1812. The north side of the point was first set­
tled by James Coosney in 1824, but he was followed
by another Chard native, George Greenland, in 1826.
George Greenland is listed as a fisherman for 1841 and
was the son of the Church of England priest in Chard.
He was said to have fled his father's wrath about a mis­
deed by taking the first available vessel to Newfound­
land. A fourth immigrant from the Somerset commu­
nity, William Chard, settled before 1830.

Most of the peninsula land suitable for curing fish
was occupied by 1820, so later arrivals in the 1830s,

St. John'. the Evangelist Anglk:8n Church, Coley'. Point,
built In 1906.

There has bt.'t'n much discussion about the name
derivation of COll'V'" Point There is a reference to Cole
Lees Point in mid-1700, although Coley's Point was
likely a corruption of Cold East Point. Archbishop
Howley's report reprinted in The fI,.·ewfoundJand
Quarterly. Spring 1935, provided this explanation of
the name:

Mr. Shtlrtis of tht' GPO, to whom I am indebted
for a great deal of information concerning these
localities. informs me that this point was origi­
nally called 'Ct)ldt·s! Point", That the first set­
tle~ wert' D,u·ey.<; & Snows! (a vel)' appropriate
place for th('S(.·/atter). In the "5.1iJing Directions"
it is called Cold Edst Point. There is still a place
there called Davey's Head

Another local story says it was named for a man
named Collie who lived at the eastern end of the point.
Samuel Dawe's local history reported, in the late 17005
or early 1800s, Collie landed from Britain at Coley's
Point, which was named for him, but no such name
appears in any other written accounts.

The beach to the north was shown in early grants
as "Fishing Ships Room", while that to the south was
referred 10 as "Long Beach" T.M. Russell and John
Churchill, both from Jersey, settled around Bait Rocks
and, around 1792, moved from Port de Crave, where
Churchill had a plantation. Edward, John and William
Snow took over his land before 1798. Edward Kelly set­
tled bef\lre 1799, one of 50 residents listed for 1800. Wil·
Ham North settled near Long Beach around 1810 and
sold his land to William Littlejohn, an employee of
Newman and Roope, who arrived from Ipplepen,
Devon.





19,068 quintals of cod. 156 barrels of capelin. 137 bar­
rels of herring and 32 tierces of salmon worth 513,355
had foUowed several good years for the 592 inshore
fishermen.

What is referred to locally as .'The Great Tragedy
of 1885" took place off the coast of Labrador in Oc­
tober of that year. The schooner Excel (reported in at
least one oIher source as the Ethel, owned by Isaac
Morgan), with Captain George Morgan in command.
disappeared at Black Island near Grady. October 11.
and 22 men, women and children, mostJy from Coley's
Point, were lost. Captain Morgan had anchored out­
side Ba.ck Island awaiting clear weather to sail home.
A gale came up Saturday night and blew through Sun­
day until midnight when the ship parted her chains
and was driven ashore. Heavy seas swept over the
decks and the captain ordered the span cut away. The
1oreINR, m falling, _ mto throe pieces and the top

of the mainmast lodged on the shore.
Miss Emma Jane Roach (later Mr.. W.H. UttIejohn),

the only female survivor. sought refuge in the hatch­
way. She jumped on the spar and used it as a bridge
10 reach the land. just as she reached shore, the spar
broke, carrying away William Batten and Abram Mor­
gan. She dung to rocks until Stephen RusseU saw her
from shore and dragged her to safety.

Eli Dawe. born in Port de Grave in 1843. was the
member for Harbour Grace from 1889-1909 and oc­
cupied several government posts. He continued as
director of the Avalon Coal and Salt Company at
Coley's PoUtt and died m1930. In 1894, the N.P. Chris­
tan owned by Captain John Dawe of Coley's Point was
lost. just after returning from the fishery in Labrador,
she sailed under the command of Captain Robert Par­
sons from Bay Roberts to Sydney for coal. Shortly af­
ter leaving Trepassey on November 20, she encoun­
tered heavy southerly winds and her heavy ballast
shifted. There were no survivors among the crew
which included Thomas Chard, John, Robert, and Isaac
Roach and Samuel Dowe. Other company _ sur·
vived the gale, including the l2II-ton Hebe.

The KIondyl<e bridge supplemented a boIltleny m
1896-1he caUleWay provided easier access to IeI'Vices
and_. John French ran the Ieny _ between

Coley's Point and Mercer's and French's Coves until
1933. By the "te18llOs, people were IIlOYinll to North
Sydney, _ and w.-n Canada. and by 1901,
only 962 remained with just two teachers,a_,
two mechanics and two farmers listed. Six echooners
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with :lOS aboard brought back 9,462 qumtals of cod
from Labrador. but just 60 quintals were landed in­
shore. The total catch was worth 529,831. and 1,110
Ibs. of bu"er were produced.

A new Church of St. john the Evangelist was built
in 1909 for Coley's Point and Country Road residents.
Crace United Church began under the ministry ollhe
Reverend Allen O. Birchenough in 1907, replacing a
building near the Neck Road site called The Meeting
House. A report on the work done there appeared in
the Methodm Greeting:

The old building has served its dlIy and genera­
tion well-but the time has now come when the
maternal building must cease to be and give
place to one more ackquate. Thus, on Feb 28,
1909, the present church was offidal1y dedicat­
ed by Dr. Mark Fenwick. President of the
Methodist Conference, with the sermon deli­
vered by Rev. Dr. Levi Curtis {who had been the
minister in 1889].

The first school on the north side didn'to~ until
1910, when the one-room Methodist school had 24
pupils, and 151 of the 245 chUdren attended local
schools. The Newfoundland Quarterly included ex­
cerpts from a log book kept by James Norman, prin­
dpal for 50 years of the Church of England school al
Coley's Point and whose name was mained in Nor­
man Memorial School. Some of the more interesting
enlries follow:

1891 July 13, Opened school today-24 prooenl. Usl
of apparatu5: 3 blackboards-l easel-6 maps-4
lamps-U Histories of Newfoundland-l Histo-­
ry of England.

1891 Sept 3, A very good start has been made...the ord­
er is good, and standards IV and V Me pretty for­
ward mreading. spelling, grammar (parsin8) and
mthe geography of N.F. In Arithmetic the aver­
age is low.

(signed) W. Pilot, Supt.
1893 May 17, School clooed owing to prevalence of Dip­

theria (sic).
1893 July 19, The School. being fumigated and deanec/,

was closed.
190'} lan 18, School closed during morning, teachers

attending the opening of the new school on the
South Side of Coley's Point.

1913 July 7, Only 13 present in the morning' 14 mthe
afternoon. Parents seem to care very little
whether their children attend school or not.

1914 February 10, Several of the ochoIars had their ears
frost-bitten when coming 10 school in the
morning.

1914 April 1, Only 6 pupils prooent. A severe snow·
storm raging. As fuel is scarce. we deemed it ad·
visabIe to close school.

1915 Oct 5, Opened al usual hour; 13 pupils prooent.
Attendance will be irregular until the potatoes
have been dug and stored.

1916 May 3, As the boys had neglected to bring along
splitt the school was dosed at 11 a.m. and re0­

pened al 2 p.m. II was _ cold for the children
to work comfortably.
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1916 Nov 14: Attendance very irregular. Parents evi·
dently indifferent about the education of their
children. Pity we have not compulsory education

1917 Sept 3: Schools should have reopened today, but
were kept closed because the authorities feared
the spread of Infantile Paralysis.

The first sawmill was started by John Bishop in the
early 1900s and Edgar Bowering started a second in
1919. A.A. Keefe operated the first store and later start·
ed a poultry farm. George Henry Jackson was the first
blacksmith and was later joined by William H. Litt­
lejohn whose son still ran the forge in 1972. W.H
Greenland owned the first large shipping business in
the early 19005.

The Dawes were an important merchant family, who
started the Avalon Coal and Salt Company at Fishing
Ships Room on the north side. This later became the
Avalon Coal, Salt and Oil Company which was
managed by Augustus Dawe until his death in 1972.
Wilfred Dawe was born in Coley's Point in 1892 and
became manager of his father's business at the age of
17. He later became managing director of William Dawe
and Sons Limited in 1920 and president in 1928. He
was a very active businessman in the lumber industry
and one of three Ne.....foundland representatives at the
Imperial Economic Conference in Ottawa in 1932 and
a member of the National Convention for Bay Roberts
in 1946. He died in 1963.

In 1910, four vessels with 181 aboard returned from
Labrador with 2,935 quintals of cod, a 2O-ton banking
vessel with three aboard brought back 250 quintals, and
27 inshore fishermen landed 206 quintals of cod. One
21·ton schooner from Coley's Point fished on the
Grand Banks, the only one from the region.

The population dropped further to 825 by 1935. The
community had 25 businesses and seven factories, and
a 120·ton schooner still operated out of the communi­
ty. Farming had declined somewhat from the 1920s,
although residents pastured horses, sheep, goats and
cattle, produced 9,392 gallons of milk, 1,113lbs. of but­
ter and 12,551 doz. eggs, and gathered 105 gallons of
strawberries.

More people left for better-payinJ; jobs in the 19405

Country Road
The community was first mentioned in 1857, along

with a settlement known as Coish or Coosh Isic], as
Country Path, when there were 157 residents, with
most engaged in the fishery. A total of 69 inshore
fishennen in the two settlements operated 14 boats and
landed 2,244 quintals of cod and 59 barrels of herring.
People moved to Country Path as waterfront areas, ara­
ble land and timber lots were occupied in Bay Roberts,
and moved inland to settle on narrow strips of land
on the west side of neighboring hills.

The first mention of seUlement is of Benjamin
French, who moved from Bareneed to Coley's Point
and then to Country Path in 1847. Most early selliers
wintered by Country Pond but continued to fish out
of Coley's Point, although there is some indication that
wives spent at least part of the summer in Country Path
while their husbands were fishing the Labrador.

although the Labrador and seal fisheries had somewhat
improved. The 1941 Gazetteer listed Coley's Point with
a population of 825 with two sawmills, 13 radios and
a post office. The north side school closed in 1930 when
a new school was opened on Kelly's Road and oper­
ated from 1930-43 and from 1951-62. St. John the Evan­
gelist school opened in 1906 with 100 pupils. and
Coley's Point Elementary School had 347 pupils in
1961. The Seventh-Day Adventist Church was started
by Chesley Ballen in the late 19505, with many mem·
bers recruited from families living at Cape Freels. A
school was added soon aftem·ards.

Eric Dawe entered his father's business, Dawe's Nail
and Hardware Limited, in 1940, and took over the bus­
iness six years later. He became a Bay Roberts coun­
cillor in 1952 and was mayor for eight years until be·
ing elected as Liberal member for Port de Grave. Af­
ter serving as minister of municipal affairs and hous­
ing in the Smallwood administration and as president
of the Newfoundland Federation of Mayors and
Municipalities for two years, he represented his dis­
trict until 1979 when he became managing director of
Avalon Coal, Salt and Oil Limited, a position he still
holds

The 1961 population of 628 was fewer than in 100
years. The Anghcan school operated until 1966, about
the same time as the United Church built a "Chool
which was taken over by the Avalon North Consoli­
dated School Board in 1969. Grace United Church of
the Bay Roberts United Church Pastoral Charge
celebrated its 75th anniversary in 1984, with the
Reverend J.e. Burton as its minister. It had been reno-­
vated in 1951 under the ministry of the Reverend
Naboth Winsor and again in 1970 under the Reverend
Clarence Stanford.

David French, actor and now recognized as one of
Canada's leading playwrights, was born in Coley's
Point in 1939. His most famous work is Leaving Home,
the story of the fictional Mercer family who had to leave
Newfoundland for Toronto in the 1940s and 1950s.
Coley's Point Fisheries Ltd. processed cod, lobster,
squid, herring and caplin, and Seaside Fisheries Ltd.
processed herring. Both plants continue to operate on
Fisheries Road, Coley's Point South. ~

One of the first Crown land grants in the area close
to Country Pond was that to Thomas Copley in 1860.
Shearstown historian John Parsons, who is related to
the family, believes that Frank B. Copley, who emigrat-
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A Country Road view looking ••stw.rds to B8y Roberts
East on the len .nd Coley'. Point on the right.



An old hou.. in Country Road, owned by A. Vivian Lane.

ed to Boston and edited Dillon Wallace's famous boo",
The Lure of the Llbrador Wild, published in 1905, was
one of this Country Road family. There are no longer
any Copley, Kelligrews or Goosney families livin~ in
Country Road although they were among the first
seulers.

Country Path was a popul~r.location for settlers of
all denominations. The 29 families In 1&57mcluded 110
Church of England, 38 \Vesleyan and nine Roman
Catholic. The Kelligrews and Copleys lived close to
Country Pond, but many left to work as miners in the
Cape Breton coal mines. Country Path \....as includ~

with Ba\' Roberts in 1869, and with Coley's Pomt 10

1874 and 1884. As farmland became scarce elsewhere,
CountrY Path's pasture:; and arable fielde-, lx."Came more
important to the growing community of Bay Roberts.

The rapid growth is shown by the nexllisting in the
1891 census when there were 303 re!>idents, although
this dropped slightly in 1901 to 291. The name of the
community had also been elevated to Country Road.
All but 28 of the community's 88 childrt>n were in the
local school. There was never a church in the commu­
nity, although the Church of 51. John the E....angelist
in Coley's Point was built before 190910 accommodate
the growing number of Church of England members
in Country Road.

The fishery had declined in importance, but a 4O-ton
schooner with 73 aboard landed 1,450 quintals of cod
from Labrador, and the total value of the catch of the
seUlement's 88 fishermen wcl:i$4.541. Fanning had also
declined, but 68 cattle were O\... ned by re:.idents and
625 Ibs. of butter \'~"ere produced

A decade later, in 1911, the population was back up
to 360. The one-room Church of England school had
two teachers for 50 pupils, and seven other children
went to schools in neighboring communities. Seven
farmers, six lumbermen. fivt> miners and five clerks
were also listed for the community. William R. Parsons
was a wt>lI·known businessman with a sawmill in the
area, and Clyde French was one of the better-known
local farmers. Three schooners returned from Labrador

Shearstown
Inside Main Beach, Spaniard's Bay Pond reached

back into the settlement named for it but now known
as Shearstown. The stream that passes through a deep
gorge to reach Little Beach and Creen Head was
referred to in government documents in 1837 as Ryan's
Brook, but the more popular local name was "The
Gut". Fishermen from Bay Roberts, mostly from Merc-

Bay Roberts storefront signs at the buslne.. preml... o'
the Parson's lamily 01 Country Road.

with 900 quintals and a small inshore schooner land·
ed 25 quintals. Ice was cut from the local pond and 2U
tons were sold to fish merchants

Se\"erallocal resiqents distinguished themselves in
the First World War, including Eugene Mercer and
Lorenzo Roberts, but none more so than Frank Dawe
of Coley's Point who had married an Earle and moved
to her community of Country Road. He was mentioned
10 several military dispatches and received a decora­
tion f(lr his handling of the Lewis gun. He is still alive
at the age of 98.

B~' 1935, the population was down to 315. It appears
the 11 families who left were mainly Church of England
ao; the United Church had 150 members and the
Church of England 102. Residents now attend two
chun:hl's in Coley's Point, St. Matthew's Anglican and
Grace United Churches. There were also several Sal­
vation Army, Roman Catholic, Pentecostal and other
denomination members. Farmers had 133 acres of im­
proved land, selling 4,350 lbs. of surplus cabbage and
producing 6,938 gallons of milk for local consumption.

Country Road School was opened by the Church of
Engl..md in 1946 and had 40 pupils until it closed and
its elementary students went to the school in Coley's
Point-it was later converted into a modem private
home by Lewis Parsons. High school students attend
Ascen.;jon Collegiate in Bay Roberts.

Most mhabitants were fishermen and fanners, while
{lthers were employed in service industries, fish plants
and construction work. Most of Country Road became
p.ut of Bay Roberts in 1966, when only five residents
remained in the independent community, but Bay
Roberts has now extended its municipal boundaries
to include all of Country Road. The area does,
hO\\ever. retain its more pastoral setting. It is sepa­
rated from Shearstown by the often-misspeUed Pac­
coifs Road, named for Archibald Piccott, the MHA for
Harbour Grace district from 1908-18 and again in 1923.

~

er'g and French's Coves, visited the area that is now
Shearstown and ButielViJle to get winter wood. Long­
time resident, Jessie Parsons, remembers her mother
calling it "chasing the wood", Many families wintered
in the sheltered. area and returned to Bay Roberts in
the spring, but eventually they settled permanently.

Some of today's families have lived in the area for



Jessie Parsons' house In She.,..town, with the store tn.t
operated from 1949 to 1985 on the right.

nearly 200 years. Mary Holmes was listed for Harbour
Grace Pan...h m 1815, and the Earle and Hedderson fa­
milies !>ettled in 182f). The Heddersons were said to
have wme from Ireland in the 18205 and settled on the
south side of Spaniard's Bay Pond. James Hedderson
was a fi..herman and after his death in 1868, his widow
Ann was RTante<l land beh\een that of Henry Badcock
a~d ~ary Sparkes. The first listing of the Franey fa­
mIly IS of James Freany of Harbour Grace Parish in
1824

The Mercers arrived around 1830, followed by James
and John Saundt.'rs. The Earles arrived from Juggler's
Cove around 1840, and Edward French was first list·
ed in the 1840s. He lived on the north side at "Pack's
Farm" and died in 1866 when the farm passed to his
son Thomas-part of the farm is sti~1 owned by the
French family, while the remainder IS owned by the
Sparkes family. Family tradition says Charles Tuttle,
a mason from Brtldford, Yorkshire, settled at Shear~

stown around 1855. The Tuttle family still maintains a
masonry business in Bay Roberts. Henry Gilbert Tut­
tle (189~-19~) was a well·known Canadian theologian
and SOCIologist and a member of this family.The Snow
family settled the Grassy Pond area in 1862, and were
joi.n~d there by the Par<;ons in 1887. The Deerings,
oflgmally the Dean~s, were there before 1860.
~rowth took pl.let' from the 185Os. In 1857, the popu­

lallon wa<; 223 in 42 families. There were 161 Church
of England, 50 Roman Catholic and 12 Wesleyan resi­
dl..'nts, and the local school had 48 pupils. Eighty-eight
mshore fisherml..'n landed 1,918 quintals of cod and 47
barrels of herrinji;. as well as 1,817 seals.

Among early land deeds were those of Thomas Earl
in 1860, John Snow in 1862, William Snow, Jabez Mere.
er, and Matthl'w Dt-Ianey in 1863, William Russell in
1864. and Nathaniel French in 1871. In the 18905, the
community name was changed to Shearstown to honor
the Reverend W.C. Shears, who was vicar for two peri.
ods between 1868 and 1903. It was first officially men.
tioned under this name in 1905.

Residents went to Labrador 1850-1900, mainly in the
floater fisher)' from Battle Harbour to ain, and sold
their fish t.o C &: A. Dawe whose five vessels employed
most mannt"rs. After 1900, rooms were established at
Crouse, St. Julian's, La Scie and Concheon the French
Shore. Active fishermen were Augustus Mercer, John
and George Telford who set up a cooperage in Mud­
dy Hole, and George Parsons who fished out of Crouse
in the 1930s. Spaniard's Bay Pond was also known for

St. M.r1l:'s Anglican Church, She.rstown

its rabbits sold to local merchants for sale in SI. John's
stores. Eele; were common in Spaniard's Bay Pond and
were caught in eel pots to be cooked and eaten with
fatback (pork) and potatoes.

The Church of England held services in the old
schoolhouse built in 1867 on land purehaSt.>d from Tho­
mas Earle. where Sam Batten was the teacher. It oper­
ated as both church and school from the first year of
the Reverend Shears' ministry in 1867 until St. Mark'
Chureh was opened in 1898. The first Methodist school
was built In 1R86 and was used for church servicE'S until
a church 'o\as compll..'ted in 1910. A well-known
Methodist tea..:her and minister from Shearstown was
the Revl..'Tt.'nd William Ii. Edgar Mercer (1883-1947) who
also became a die;trict commissioner in the Boy Scouts.
Ordained in 1918, he has been called "Newfound­
land's great evangelical preacher".

By 1901, the IX)pulation had grown to 577 in 121 fa­
milies. The Church of England had 375 adherents, but
there were also 91 Methodist, 72 Roman Catholic and
39 Salvation Army members. The Salvation Army built
a citadel in 1899. Sixty-foUT of the 169 children were
in the two-room school, and the community listed 1.
miners, two factory workers, two mechanics and a
farmer among its residents, One schooner with 74
aboard landed 769 quintals of cod from Labrador, but
just seven quintals were landed inshore, for a total
value of $2,557. A thousand Ibs. of butter were
produced, and three furs were sold for $15.

In the ('arly 1900s, 35 Shearstown residents worked
at the Munn and Company shipyard in Harbour Grace
while others workro in the Cape Breton coal mines and
on the railroad. By 1911, the population had increased
to 650 In 130 families, and there were three one-room



Trinity United Church, She.mown

schools-the Methodist school with 54 pupils, the
Church of England with 45 and the Roman Catholic
with 25. The first school board was set up in 1913. The
Methodists held services in a small bUilding under
Reverend Matthews until the first church was built in
1910 during Reverend Snowden's ministry.

One merchant Lived in the community in 1911, along
with eight farmers, three miners and a government
official. Four of the 123 fishermen went to Labrador
and brought back 100 quintals of cod, while seven in­
shore boats landed Just 160 quintals. The Tetfor<ls oper­
ated the Seeker and Snowbird in the 19205 until both
were lost in the 19305. Reuben, Henry and Isaac Merc­
er, and Martin and Abraham Sharpe all had their own
vessels in the 1900s.

The seal fishery became important in the early 1900s
and the Bowering family of Bay Roberts were major
employers. Twenty-eight men went to the seal hunt
in 1928, but the best year had been 1921 when the aver­
age share was $120. Some of the ships included the
schooners Ungava, Neptune, Titus, Terra Nova,
Southern Cross, and the steamships Newfoundland,
Ranger and Imogene. James Deering, Samuel Merc­
er, Allan and James Seymour, Arthur Snow and James
Tetford were several of the sealers on these vessels.

Shearstown was an important farming community
from the early days of settlement, but most were fa­
mily farms growing mainly root crops until Herbert and
James Sparkes started commercial farming. Herbert
returned home from the United States in 1901 and
bought a large tract of land. By 1911, he had 50 acres
cultivated which he fertilized with a mixture of caplin
and peat stored over the winter and spread in the
spring.. and he also used kelp. As many as 25 local resi­
dents worked his fields in spring and fall. Most of the
10,lXX> gallons of milk and 500 Ibs. of butter produced
in the community in 1910 were from his farm.

He stored produce over the winter in carefully­
designed farm buildings. The bam basement was used
to catch manure from above, kept hens in summer, and
was also an icehouse in winter. The main floor had
livestock and poultry dUring the winter months, and
the top floor stored locally<ut hay. The bam was next
door to a meatshop with its own icehouse, and the
slaughterhouse was located next to a feedhouse and
double carriagehouse. Sparkes operated a local meat
market and a retail store in Bay Roberts to sell meat,
eggs, milk and vegetables from Brigus to Spaniard's
Bay. His two sons, Chesley and Reuben, carried on
the business. Reuben went to the agricultural college

a.y Roberts w.r memorl.i on W.ter Street

on the mainland and won the governor-general's gold
medal.

Descendants of James Sparkes still operate the farm
alone of the original sites at Hodge Acres Farms by





arrived in l\ewfountll.,nd in 1814 at the age of 17. En­
ghsh Butler famihe arrived \.·..'en earher, descendants
of Samuel Butler \\hu amved \\ ith John Guy in 1610.
Most Butlt'rs no\\ hvmg In Sheabtown and Butler..'i.lIe
are d~endt'd from Edward ButleT.

The nc,t to am\e were the Parson!> family in 1850,
the Franevs in 1850. the St.'ymours in 1867, 'the Pow­
ers in 1870 and the RIChards in 1880, The Parsons and
Scymours mO\ed fwm Bay Roberts .1nd Spaniard's
Bay, and the PtW..'l'rs and Franeys came from Ireland,
William Richards t.'mi~rall~d from Lundon, England,
in 1880, and mamed Phll('r.e Parsons of Butlerville.
'Billy I.undon'· \\ass.ud to have been a stowdway and

was "the subject 01 m.mv stories and ,>oogs. A well·
educdted man. he ater tx:t.aml'an advisor to local fish
merchants.

Vel'): little sp'-'Clfit. mfurmdtion IS a\'ailable on But­
It'rville bt.-causc it was mcluded \'l, ith Shearstown in
('en<;us reports, Its early economy was ba~d on farm­
ing. lumbering and h hlOg as in nei~hboring commu­
nilil's, Residents \\l'nt on the 5e.11 hunt in the spring,
the l..J.brador fishery in tht.' summl'r and worked in the
woods in the win!l'T. Sl'vl'ral small stores operated in
the community

Early residents wl'rl' ( hurch of England aod Roman
Catholic familil's who ({H)pt.'rated with one another.
A Roman Catholic school uperatl-d from 1906-1963 and
had Church lJf l:ngJand students unlil 1945 when a
~pdratl' school was built and run unlil 1%4, The
nt.'arest Roman Cathohc .. hurch i... at Bay Roberts, part
of tht.· I 'orth River pansh and AnglKan families at­
tend 5t. Mark's Anghciln Church in Shcaro;,town, part
llf the Pansh of Rav Roberts, Primary and elementary
students attend 5t, MarJ,,"s School. Shear~town, and
high school students attl'nd Ascensit)n ColIl'giate, Bay
Ro~rts

A few men were still involved in the l.abrador fish­
ery in the 1980s. and tht.'re were two small sawmills,
Mos! residents were dod rl'main. however, employed
in servKe industries and wnstruction wor'" in the Con·
(cption Bay Mea and ,It St. John's

Bolh 5hearstown and Butll'rville remained part of
Harbour Grace dl",tnct until 1m but are now indud­
E'd with other parts 01 Bay Roberts in the Port de Grave
district. TIwre are a number of summer cabins beyond
the community on hrst rond Road. and some of the
bt:st farmldnd in New(oundland is klCated in the val­
ley to tht.' west.
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View from Main Road, Shearstown, with the Imposing e.
CIIrpment hills that dominate BuUerv1l1e In the background.

John Kippenhuck. who married Susie Parsons and
moved from the Labrador roast in the 19405. and James
Seymour, who recently turned SO, are two of Butler­
ville's better·known older residents, ~
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the area today
Wilbur Sparkes

Mayor and truck driver

Bay Roberts town council lists 188
active businesses, most of which,
says Mayor Wilbur Sparkes, are
healthy and successful. "We've
gradually become the centre, ge­
ographically, for about SO,OOO peo­
ple in the Conception Bay area," he
maintains. "The road connecting the
Barrens to New Harbour has been
improved and that brings new peo­
ple here. There are even people com·
ing out from St. John's, many be·
cause of free delivery to the city
some of the local businesses offer."

Housing starts have stayed rela­
tively high, unlike many Newfound­
land communities, and the popula·
tion of Bay Roberts has grown sig·
nificantly in recent years with t'le an·
nexation of surrounding communi­
ties. "We took in the Farm Road area
near Birch Hills in 1988," says WiI·
bur. "The last census showed the
population at around 4,400, and last
fall we took in the remaining parts
of Shearstown and Butlerville, so
we're probably up to about 5,300 al­
together now. It's a big area, with
about 60 kilometres of road to han·
die, but we don't have too much
trouble. We've gradually built up the
equipment and this is the best year
yet. We're in good shape."

Wilbur has every right to be proud
of the job his council is doing. In his

s.y Roberts Mayor

Wilbur Splirkes has

an office in the

town hail, but
prefers the
trappings 01 druck

driver rather

then. three-piece
suit.

third term and ninth year as mayor,
he says this may be his last, but
when he does retire, he'll pass a
prosperous community with a bright
future to the next mayor.

"When I started out here in 1981,

we were at rock bottom financially,"
he says. "Our debts were up,
although I don't know how that
happened. Communities get in tr0u­
ble just like people when they ov~
spend. But in 1981, property tax

The s.y Arena In s.y Roberts

Is well used, and has been •

big attraction for people living

out.de the community.



came in and it changed everything.
That and good management have
made Bay Roberts as secure as any
town on the island. Last year we
finished up with everything paid
and we were about SlO,lXlO in the
black,'

And there have been other <k'CQm·
plishments Wilbur is pleased with
"Council played an importanl part
in bUilding the Bay Arena, and that
has been a big asset to the commu·
nity, especially for minor hockey,
bringing people into Bay Roberts.
We've also built a new garage for the
[town'sl outside workers," he con·
tinues, "and brought in different
benefits for them, along with logical
increases in their wages. We also
have an excellent staff, with three in­
side and from eight to 10 outside
workers.

The empty c.ble building

In B.y Roberts

Born and raised in Ba\' Roberts,
\Vilbur returned in 1954 aiter univer­
sity and a couple of teal:hing posts
elSt'where on the island. He was
principal of Amalgamdted Elemen·
tarv School from 1966 to 1988 v. hen
he ·retired. finishing a 4O-year career
in education, but with energy to
spare and plenty of confidence in the
Sa\, Roberts economv, he found an
outlet in starting up ~ business \\ ith
his son, Rodney, "111:01 my licence
to drive a dump truck lasl year and
we have a little company. This year
Rodney bought a new truck and 1
have his old one-he'd been truck­
ing for a while, and it keeps us busy
working all over the island."

Wilbur also stays active in sports.
'I always played hockey, years ago

in 51. John's with Memorial. two
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vears here with the Guards. Hock­
ey is the big thing here in Bay
Roberts but I played all­
'ell foundland baseball back in the

19505 and made the hall of fame
pitching. ,'ow I play old-timers'
games. I"m 62 so I guess I'm an old­
timer now," he laughs, although
there's little evidence but for his
snow-\..·hite hair

All that, along with recreational
hockey a couple of times a week,
might be pretty tiring for other
mayors, but Wilbur says his job is
too easy. "It grows on you so you
don't notice you're doing it," he ex·
plains. "I get very few complaints
and there are no big issues out here
these days. Everything is going
along just fine,"
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Captain Billy Russell

Have you ever been to sea, Billy?

If Captain Highliner had ever
wanted a perfect Billy to take to sea
with him he wouldn't have had to
look any farther than Captain Billy
Russell of Coley's Point

Captain Billy will be 76 in April
and knows almost every communi­
ty on the coast of l\:ewfoundland.
He and his wife Jane, 74, are look­
ing forn'ard to their 56th \\:edding
anniversary on May 27

BilIy's last trip out to sea was in
June 1979, on the M V Prince An­
drew with Captain Pat Miller from
Fogo. "I had planned to retire the
end of the year," Billy recalls, "but
Captain Miller had a chance to sell
the boat, and, when he did, I stayed
home."

Billy looks back on his fishing
career and recalls the glX>d and bad
equally well. "Everyone felt the
Depression," he says. "There was
very little work and mostly everyone
was dependent on the fishery. I
fished off Labrador for 10 years and
fish were very low in price. The price
for heavy salted fish in those days
was as low as $1.50 a quintal, and
the price of salt was greater than the
price of fish.

"We were nearly self-supporting,
growing our own vegetables and
raising livestock. All you needed
was flour, butter and sugar, staple
items you couldn't make or grow.
Coal went down to $9.50 a ton from
the Avalon Coal Company at
Coley's Point or Adrian Dawe in Bay
Roberts. And we cut our own wlX>d

Captain Billy RUaMn

in winter. That was the way of liv­
ing then, but people were happy.
There was no 1V and little radio. and
we never dreamed of what there is
today."

Whole families fished off Labrador
in summer which meant missing a
lot of schooling. There was no com­
pulsory education and the fishery, of
necessity. had to take priority.

"I went to Norman Memorial An­
glican School in Coley's Point, and
there was also a United Church
school-both put out good scho­
lars," Billy recalls. "You went to
Book 4, which would be Grade 4
now, then did primary. preliminary.
intermediate and associate, which
would be Grade 11. A lot left before

reaching that. I would have finished
intermediate if I'd stayed one more
spring and that was further than
most."

The fishery would start around
the first of May and continue until
the end of November. As time went
on, some fished year round. and get
ling home mainly depended on the
captain. When things were slow Bil­
ly gave up the Labrador fishery and
went on the local coasters.

He mostly plied the coastal trade
visiting Labrador, Sept lies. Halifax"
Sydney, and along the east coast of
the United States, schooners at first
but later all motor vessels.

"I sailed with Captain Stephen
Parsons of Coley's Point. who had

The OIly Roberts seafoods

fish pl8nt In Bay Roberts,

owned by two of Billy'.

sons, Bill and David Russell.



a big Lunenburg banking schooner.
the !\'orma L. Conrad. a beautiful
full-sailed schooner with Just a small
molor for when the wind dropped
right down," Bill.,.. recalls wistfully
"Captain Parsons was one of the
finest men ever I sailed with, a real
gentleman, and his son Robert was
the male. They were great men to
~et experience with--they had the
seamanship and knew everything to
do with rope and wire."

Most of the crew were local and
wages at thai time were around S30
a month and found.

"Thirty dollars a month would be
the equivalent of S600 now, because
things were cheap then and life was
different." Billy e\plains. "They
were well fitted vessels for 25 dory
fishermen, lovely vessels, no ques­
tion about it. It was a great ex­
perience being on a sailing schoon­
er, and we'd be out for two months
al a time sometimes. I was also with
Captain Sherman Zwickers out of
Lunenburg and Captain Billy Gillette
on the M V Moyler. He saw me in
August last year when he was 85."

Billy also sailed with Captain
Lewis Dawe of Avalon Coal and
Salt, under contract to General
Seafoods of Halifax. By April, he'd
be in Fortune Bay loaded with fresh
herring bait for the banking schoon­
ers, then it was off to the Magda­
lenes to load herring at Grindstone
Island to take back to Halifax. But

that was just the start of a busy year
for Billy_

"After the herring we'd catch
haddock off the north shore of 1\'ova
Scotia from Dingwall to Ingonish
and Aspy Bay and put it in ice box­
es. Then we'd be up to Labrador to
catch fresh salmon for Nickersons in
North Sydney. There were big
salmon in those days. When I first
fished off Labrador, salmon were
four cents a lb. and a lot ' ...ere export­
ed to Canada. We packed 100 Ibs. in
ice in wooden bo\es."

Billv puts things in perspective,
pointing out that at five cents a lb.,
a fisherman made 5 a case at a hme
when 55 was worth more than two
l00-lb. bags of flour, and 10 would
buy a ton of coal. But life was not
that easy.

"A lot of the winter trips weren't
too good in terms of weather and ice
conditions," Billy admits. "I was
three years, 1974-76, with Gordon
Petites in English Harbour. He had
a lovely boat called the Stephemrille
which was chartered with CN Ma­
rine. Our run was Corner Brook to
Lewisporte and then to the
Labrador, mostly to Postville, back
to Corner Brook and then to
Lewisporte. It all depended on the
ice, sometimes as early as early May
but other times early June. If you
had onshore easterly winds for three
or four weeks, the winds and tide
would keep the ice on the land. II
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After he retired in 1979, Billy did
a bit of piloting for Avalon Coal and
Sall for three or four years, but even­
tually found it hard· getting aboard
the high ships

Billy's seafaring tradition has been
passed on to the next generation. He
and Jane have four sons and Iwo
daughters, all liVing in Newfound­
land. Bill and David own Bay
Roberts Seafoods, and Jim Bourne
who married their youngest daugh­
ter, Grace, is plant manager there.
Their oldest daughter, Aorence, still
Iivt;'s close by. Ray, the oldest son,
is a marine engineer in St. John's,
and Jim has been with C\' 24 years
and is scheduled to go to Quebec to
.....ork on repairs to the Joseph and
Clara Smallwood, the Marine Atlan­
tic ferry.

Billy says he misses the more
relaxed pace of life of earlier days.

"Some of my schoolmates and
shipmates are still around, and I
sometimes go out with the boys on
the longliner, but I've had enough
of boats. The lodges, Masonic ord­
ers and the Canadian Legion are still
active, and I play darts every now
and again at the seniors club and
love ha\-ing a 'scuff' I could be on
the go all the time with bingo and
billiards, bUI time seems to move so
fast now, and I don't ~m to have
time for anything, II he reflects.

With the Compliments and IiIZDG
Best Wishes of:

V Sales

Edsel Russell's v Service
v Installation

Plumbing and Heating CALL
PARDY'S TIRE

ELECTRICAL SALES SERVICE LTD.

AND CONTRACTING 722-6644
Central Street That's the

Bay Roberts, Newfoundland Value of
ADA IGD Firestone!

Tel. 786-3468 FIRESTONE STORE
77 KENMOUNT RD.
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