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from the editor

I"'m writing this just after returning from an Easter
Sunday church service. Easter is a time of renewal.
Often, in this column, 1 have reminded you about sub-
scription renewal time. Now, [ must tell you I will make
no further requests for renewals. This edition is the
last to be published by the Diyision of Extension Serv-
ice. You will find Dr. May’s message on page 47.

Instead of dwelling on what might have been, 1
choose to look back at what can best be described as
a wonderful experience. Decks Awash was launched
August 1968, and with only a shurt mlerruphon, has

blished six times ly ever since.
Umversny has supported us for almost 24 years. And
since 1982, you, the subscribers together with our ad-
vertisers, have picked up a large part of the cost.

The magazine has given us the opportunity to pro-
vide a mirror on the province and its people. I'm sure
that nowhere else would we, total strangers to most
we interview, be made so welcome. We listened while
fellow Newfoundlanders shared their lives with us,
gave us their opinions, and talked about their expec-
tations. And this has been a privilege.

Many people have made Decks Awash possible. |

won't single out particular people, for fear of overlook-
ing someone, but the libraries, especially the Centre
for Newfoundland Studies, and the Provincial Refer-
ence Room at the A.C. Hunter Library, helped us im-
measurably. University Photographic Services
processed our photos, and Provincial Archives gave
us unlimited access to historical photos. Those at the
Newfoundland Historical Society delved into their files
for us. Over the years, staff members have worked tire-
lessly to put things together: the writers, the subscrip-
tion and production people, the printers, the former
editors, all have played a major role.

Endings are inevitable, times pass, situations change,
people move on to other pursuits. The text of the Easter
sermon was taken from St. Mark, 9, 23: “If thou canst
believe, all things are possible....” Even in this difficult
period of cutbacks, failures, layoffs and unemploy-
ment, there will be renewal in Newfoundland. Mean-
while, we’ve had a great time.

I wish you the best for the future. Thank you all.

/ Clgurie/
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history

Milton

Milton was first named King's Cove when it was set-
tled in the fall of 1869. The Adams family originally
from Hampton, near Dorchester, England, left Old Per-
lican because of the poor fishery there in the mid-1860s.
Thomas Adams and his four sons arrived at Smith
Sound in the winter to cut wood for planking Labrador
schooners. The family moved there the third winter,
and Adams’ eight children started the community. By
1881, one boat was built at King’s Cove and 128 quin-
tals of cod were landed that year.

The 1884 census showed 28 residents, all Methodists.
The five families were William James Adams and Mary
(Smith), Richard Adams and Mary Ann (Holloway),

i - R i
Logging is still a source of income for many Smith Sound
families.

John Adams and Mary Ann (White), Simeon Adams
and Esther (Barnes); and Ezekiel (Ezekiah) Green, who
gave his name to Ki’s Brook and Ki’s Hill. In 1891, the
settlement was listed as Old Tilt and its population was
just 21.

New families began arriving from other parts of
Trinity Bay. John Baker was a Trinity fisherman in 1758,
and the family was widespread in Trinity Bay by the
early 1800s. The Coopers may have settled at Ireland’s
Eye around 1847, with Edward Cooper listed there in
1814. Stephen Holloway was in Bonavista by 1808 and
the family was widespread on the Trinity north shore

Two brick houses by the plant in Milton.

in the 1800s. George Ivymy was listed for Trinity in
1757 but had moved to English Harbour by 1774, and
the family was widespread by the early 1800s. The Pel-
ley family was first listed for Hant's Harbour in 1800.
Three Penney brothers were said to have arrived from

Penney’s Transport Ltd. in Milton is one of the largest bus-
inesses in Smith Sound.

Devon or Cornwall in the late 1700s, and William Pen-
ney was listed for Trinity Bay in 1780. Henry and James
Stringer were in Random Sound by 1871.

By 1901, there were 33 residents in five families in
Milton. They had cleared 100 acres for dairy cattle
which produced 1,100 Ibs. of butter, and sheep which
yielded 162 Ibs. of wool. Seven fishermen-farmers
landed just 14 quintals of cod valued at $57. William
James Adams (Uncle Son) ran the only store and his
four sons operated a mill at Thorburn Lake in 1904.
Local sawmills were owned by Ted, Herbert, Arch, Will
and Israel Adams, and Joe Pittman. Later, stores were
operated by Frank Adams and his son, Will.

In 1911, Milton had grown to 55 in nine families. The
six farmers and two fishermen-farmers had cleared 42
acres, and four men were in lumbering. Residents
picked 90 gallons of currants and gooseberries worth
$27. By 1921, the population had reached 77 in 14 fa-
milies and there was a local one-room school. A saw-

One of the few businesses in Milton.
mill produced 4,000 board feet of lumber in 1920. Six
farmers had 25 dairy cows that produced 10,500 gal-
lons of milk and 2,100 Ibs. of butter.

In 1935, thec ity’s 85 resid P d one
business, raised 13 horses and 30 cattle, and picked
130 gallons of ries. The first Methodist church
was built at the summit of Ki's Hill, and a new school
was built in 1945. Now, students are all bused to Shoal
Harbour or Clarenville.

Milton shares some community services with the ad-
joining community of George’s Brook. It is also the
home of Milton Fiberglass, Trinity Brick Products (1972)
Limited, and a number of contracting and retail busi-
nesses. Residents also work in Shoal Harbour, Claren-
ville, or other Trinity Bay communities.
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George’s Brook

Ancestors of many of today’s residents probably
came mainly from the Hant's Harbour area, where they
were well established in the early 1800s. Aaron An-
drews was listed as a planter at Hant's Harbour in 1826
before moving to Crocker’s Cove before 1833. Henry
Andrews is listed as a planter at Trinity in 1841, John
Bailey was a Trinity fisherman in 1758 and David Bay-
ley was at Bonaventure in 1777. John Chaulk was the
first settler at Bird Island Cove (Elliston) by 1797, and

The old bridge over the brook at George's Brook

the family was living in Catalina by 1837. The Reverend
William Ellis from County Down, Ireland, was a
Methodist minister in Newfoundland from 1808 and
Elliston became his namesake after his death in 1837.

George Ivymy was listed for Trinity in 1757 but had
moved to English Harbour by 1774, and the family,
with names spelled Ivamy, Ivanny or Iveney, was
widespread in Trinity Bay by the early 1800s. John
Ploughman was listed for Ship Cove (Port Rexton) in
1816. Levi Stanley and his sons were said to be the first
settlers at Red Beach, Clarenville. Previously, William
Stanley was a planter at Hant’s Harbour in 1827 and
John Stanley was a shoreman at Bird Island Cove (El-
liston) in 1841.

The first separate mention of George’s Brook was
in the 1884 census, when there were 45 residents,
mainly Wesleyan, of whom 17 were lumbering. Local
fishermen built two new boats and landed 70 quintals
of cod, two barrels of herring and 16 barrels of caplin
in 1881. There were also four mechanics listed for the
settlement and they were most likely employed at the
nearby brickyard. Three Methodist churches were built
at George's Brook in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

George's Brook view

The 1901 population had grown to 74 Wesleyan resi-
dents, including eight lumbermen, seven fishermen-
farmers and 10 working in other communities. The lo-
cal teacher had 10 of 21 pupils in the Methodist school,
and a Methodist church had also been built. The
agricultural importance of the area is indicated by the
209 acres of productive land, and the 1,270 Ibs. of but-
ter and 132 Ibs. of wool produced.

Neighboring Flower’s Cove had 48 Wesleyan resi-
dents. A 25-ton schooner came back from Labrador in
1900 with 300 quintals of cod, but just two quintals
were landed inshore. Cows and sheep yielded 470 Ibs.
of butter and 88 Ibs. of wool respectively.

By 1911, George’s Brook had grown to 86 residents
in 13 Methodist families. There were 11 fishermen-
farmers, five laborers, two factory workers and a farm-
er. Twelve men were employed elsewhere. Sixteen of
the 29 local children were in the one-room Methodist
school. Residents picked 78 gallons of currants and
gooseberries worth a total of $25. Nearby Flower's
Cove had shrunk to 30 residents in five farming and
fishing families, but no cod landings were noted for
1910.

The population remained the same in 1921, and the
three local sawmills and four farmers contributed more
to the community’s economy than the 10 fishermen-
farmers. Five lumbermen used four dogs and 13 horses
to supply the sawmills with 7,000 logs that produced
70,000 board feet of lumber worth $4,500, and farms
produced 11,000 gallons of milk and 2,000 Ibs. of but-
ter from their 23 dairy cattle. Flower’s Cove had re-

Pentecostal Church, George's Brook

bounded to 43 residents in six families, with half of
the working men employed outside the settlement. The
Flower’s Cove sawmill cut 2,000 logs and produced
20,000 board feet of lumber.

By 1935, with the addition of Flower’s Cove, Ge-
orge’s Brook’s population had doubled to 170 residents
in 33 United and Pentecostal families. Two large
schooners were still going to Labrador, and residents
owned 20 horses and 25 beef cattle.

George's Brook is now mainly a dormitory commu-
nity for Clarenville, and shares many services with the
neighboring community of Milton. Part of the commu-
nity lies alongside the road to Lethbridge and Mus-
gravetown, and extends to the intersection with the
new Discovery Trail link road.
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Barton

Barton first appeared in the 1901 census as Snook’s
Brook. The 45 residents comprised 40 Church of Eng-
land members and five Wesleyans. Three schooners
went to Labrador the previous year, and brought back
470 quintals of cod. All but one—a lumberman—were
fishermen. Just 11 of the 21 children were in the one-
room Church of England school, along with nine chil-
dren from neighboring settlements.

By 1911, the population had fallen to 41, and now
none of the 13 children attended school in the local one-
room school. Two vessels went to Labrador and
brought back 280 quintals of cod.

The Nomenclature Board had changed the name of
Snook’s Brook to Barton by 1921, when there were just
20 residents in five Church of England families. Five
men were fishing and [armm;, with two \mrkmg in
factories and four loyed outside the ¢ Y.
The local school had just three pupils. The communi-
ty’s five cows produced 2,500 gallons of milk, and resi-
dents gathered 28 gallons of currants and gooseber-
ries at a dollar a gallon.

A popular picnic park between George's Brook and
Harcourt.

The community remained small by 1935, with 27 resi-
dents in five families, and all eight children were in
school. By 1945, the pop was just 14 residents,
and by 1951, the ¢ ity had been abandoned

Harcourt

Called Sandy Point until the Newfoundland Nomen-
clature Board renamed it Harcourt in 1904, this com-
munity was most likely settled after 1860 by families
from Trinity and Hant’s Harbour. In the early census
reports, it was included in the combined

and John Strong was listed for Trinity Bay in 1767.
Joseph Strong was said to be the first settler of Broad
Cove, Clarenville.

Other families now living in Harcourt can also trace
their roots to different places in Trinity Bay. James Dal-
ton was a planter at Little Catalina in 1841. Joseph

for Smith and Random Sounds, and the most impor-
tant industries were boatbuilding and sawmilling
rather than the fishery.

The first settlers arrived at Sandy Point from other
parts of Trinity Bay in the mid-1800s and included the
Barrett, Bailey, Cooper, Parsons, Strong, Tilley and
White families. Although the names’ spelling changed
over the years, it is possible to trace the origin of many
families: John Barrett was a constable in the Trinity dis-
trict around 1730 and Jacob Barrett was a planter at Ker-
ley’s Harbour by 1822.

John Bailey was listed as a Trinity fisherman in 1758.
David Bayley [sic] was at Bonaventure in 1777 and
James Bailey was at British Harbour by 1831. The Bailey
family also lived at Ireland’s Eye, although other mem-
bers of the family stayed at Bonaventure. The Coop-
ers lived at Ireland’s Eye until the late 1800s, and the
Coopers at Bluff Head Cove were from Grates Cove.
Philip Parsons was listed for Trinity as early as 1798

Looking down the hill in Harcourt

Frampton was at Trinity by 1760, and William Framp-
ton was a planter at British Harbour in 1844. William
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Workers' Compensation is a no-fault system which in-
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7781000 489-9883 639-9960
WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION
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i his brother who died in 1906.

The old English engine at the brickyard was replaced
by a Quaker engine purchased from H.C. Baird, Son
& Co. of Parkhill, Ontario, before the plant was con-
verted to steam power. James'’s eldest son, Benjamin,
died in 1921, and the other two sons, James, Jr., and
William, did not continue the business, choosing in-
stead to work in the lumber woods.

Other families moved to Harcourt in the late 1800s,
to look for jobs making bricks or lumbering and fish-
ing, and by 1900, Sandy Point had 61 mainly Methodist
I ‘ residents, most of whom fished. A 28-ton schooner

] brought back 130 quintals of cod from Labrador in 1900,
and 240 quintals were caught inshore, for a total value
Bethany United Church, Harcourt of $1,350. The 45 acres of farmland had dairy cattle that

roduced 235 Ibs. of butter, and sheep that yielded 230
Froyde was in Trinity Bay by 1766 and John Goodyear B = i re

2 2 Ibs. of wool
was at Catalina by the mid-1800s. John Will Hayward
was a planter at Trinity in 1835, and his family was in
the Catalina area in the mid-1800s. Stephen Holloway
was in Bonavista by 1808, with the Holloway family Somerset
widespread on the Trinity north shore in the 1800s. Somerset was one of the larger settlements on

Charles Hide was listed for Trinity in 1772, and James Smith Sound. It was first listed in the 1884 cen-

Hyde was a planter at Ke‘rlev 's Harbour in 1839. Robert sus as Broad Cove with 78 mainly Wesleyan resi-
King was listed as a *splitter and salter’” for Trinity dents, including 18 fishermen and six mechan-
Bay in 1772, and lived in Old Bonaventure in 1806. The ics. The fishermen landed 350 quintals of cod,
Pelley family was first listed for Hant's Harbour in two barrels of herring and 25 barrels of caplin
1800, and Joseph Pelley was listed for Broad Cove in 1883.
(Somerset) in 1871. Jean Pike was listed for Trinity Bay By 1901, the 73 residents had built a Methodist
in 1764, and John Pike was a planter at British Har- church and a school for 40 pupils. A small
bour in 1823, John Spurrel was a Trinity fisherman in schooner landed 100 quintals of cod from
1758. His name was also spelled Spurdle or Spurrle Labrador, and 168 quintals were landed inshore,
but Spurrell became the accepted spelling in the 1800s, for a total value of $1,020. The 23 fishermen-
with Thomas Spurrell listed for Old Bonaventure in farmers oversaw the production of 327 Ibs. of
1815. butter and 115 Ibs. of wool.

Brickmaking began in Sandy Point even before it was The population had increased to 89 by 1911,
permanently settled. Larry Adams of Harcourt, who but none of the 21 children was in school. The
died in 1980, claimed the first bricks were produced previous year, 29 fishermen-farmers landed 206
in 1832 at Clement’s Point, at the west end of Sandy quintals of cod and some herring worth §1,672,
Point. Mr. Clement, who operated the factory, later and residents picked strawberries, currants,
moved up Smith Sound to Burnt Point and sold out gooseberries and other small fruits worth a total

. of $36. Nenghbonng Foster’s Poml had 39 Church
of England and Methodi: working

'mak\ly at fishing and lumbering. The 11
fishermen-farmers there landed 90 quintals of
cod worth 5555

ly Methodist popula-
tion mad\ed its peak by 1911 (89) and in 1921 it
dropped slightly to 86. Half were fishermen-
farmers and half worked outside Somerset.
Three sawmills produced 10,000 board feet of
lumber, and residents picked 108 gallons of cur-
rants and gooseberries at $1 a gallon, along with
plums, cherries, strawberries and blueberries.

Quite a harvest of wood near Harcourt Foster’s Point, meanwhile, had grown to 54 resi-
to a Mr. March who soon after sold the factory to dents, including one mechanic, and 17 of its 20
Daniel Cameron (1816-1887), from Patrick, Scotland, children were in school.
perhaps a relative of John Cameron, listed for Catali- By 1935, the combined population of Somer-
na in 1858. set and Foster’s Point was 111 mainly United
Daniel Cameron had acquired property in 1862 in Church residents. Seven acres had been plant-
a grant issued by the Nem:foundland governor, Sir ed with strawberries, and residents kept 15 1
Alexander Bannerman. Cameron ran the plant for a horses, 21 cattle and 77 sheep.
few years and then sold it for 400 pounds sterling to Only older residents remember where Somer-
two brothers, James and Joe Pittman, from England. set’s boundaries are as it has been considered
Members of the Pittman family had, however, been part of Harcourt since the 1960s.

living in Trinity Bay since 1789. Joe then sold out to i



Uncle Tom Pelley acted as the local ““doctor”’, travel-
ling as far as Brooklyn in Bonavista Bay, and was fol-
lowed by his nephew, Jimmy Pittman. None of the 20
children included among 70 residents was in school
in 1911, although a teacher was listed for the commu-
nity, along with 21 fishermen-farmers who took two
schooners to Labrador and returned with 120 quintals
of cod. Two inshore vessels landed another 45 quin-
tals, for a total value of $782. Three sawmills had two
employees who cut 2,000 logs and produced 20,000
board feet of lumber. Local residents picked cherries,
plums, strawberries and blueberries, and 79 gallons of
currants and gooseberries worth a total of $79.

A number of schooners and many smaller boats
went to the Labrador, while the inshore fishery was
carried out only in small boats. In 1921, Harcourt still
had 70 residents in 15 Methodist families, a church and
a one-room school with 12 pupils. Thirteen fishermen-
farmers landed 71 quintals of cod worth $565 and 11
residents were employed outside the community.

In 1935, there was one business in the community
of 67. Among the 17 families, there were seven boats,
16 horses, 18 cattle and 94 sheep. Lumbering was also
important. Julius Barrett had a sawmill and general
store, and Mrs. George Parsons also ran a store.

By 1966, the population remained steady at 65. Later
totals included the larger o ity of S
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One of two stores in Harcourt

lation. Harcourt also shared a church and school with
Somerset, as it was a charge on the Methodist Shoal
Harbour circuit. Kindergarten to Grade 4 students at-
tended Harcourt Elementary, Grades 5 to 7 Balbo
Elementary in Shoal Harbour, and Grades 8 to 11
Clarenville Integrated High School.

The completion of a road to Clarenville brought an
end to the schooner trade, and Harcourt residents be-
came less dependent on local business activities. One
dairy farm continues to operate but many Harcourt
residents commute to Clarenville and other Trinity Bay

making it difficult to separate the two in terms of popu-

c ities. Fishing and logging continue but are no
longer major activities.

Voice your
feeli .‘.'3;'

D 6o%°ﬁ aftermidnight
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Gin Cove

Gin Cove’s name was most likely derived from the
local name for juniper, and there is a Ginpicker Hill
across Smith Sound on Random Island.

Family research shows that the Frampton family set-
tled Gin Cove in 1866. Joseph Frampton was born at
Poole, Dorset, in 1734, and had moved to Trinity with
his wife, Jean Haddon, by 1760 when their first son,
William, was born. A daughter, Jean, may have been
born in Lyme Regis, Dorset, in 1763, suggesting the
family did not spend the winter every year. Two more
sons and a second daughter had been born by 1775,
and Joseph had become a planter. He died in 1792 and
his wife died in Trouty in 1823. Their two daughters
married Tavernors.

Gin Cove view, looking northwards towards Monroe

Joseph Fram(p)ton was listed for Trinity in 1760 and
William Frampton as a planter at British Harbour in
1844. Robert, the youngest son, moved as a planter
with his wife, Mary, to Old Bonaventure, and their
youngest son, Thomas, was the first Frampton to live
at Gin Cove. Two other sons lived in British Harbour,
and a daughter, Janey, married Ambrose Stone of
Bonaventure. Thomas and his wife Charlotte had three
children, the first two born in 1848 and 1850 when he
was listed as an Old Bonaventure planter. Their third
child was born in 1852 in Old Bonaventure where Tho-
mas was shown then to be a fisherman. When
Charlotte died, Thomas married Louisa Butt of Catali-
na, Their first four children were born at Old Bonaven-
ture where Thomas may have been employed by the
Slade Company as captain of the Hames.

In 1866, Thomas and his family moved to Gin Cove,
where Kenneth was born the next year. Thomas died
in 1899 and Louisa in 1908. Their eldest son, Josiah

Boats await the spring at Gin Cove.

(1858-1938), married Elizabeth Ann Stone of Monroe
and he became a leader in the community. He was a
shipbuilder in the 1890s and the foreman of the com-
mittee responsible for building the first Church of En-
gland church in Gin Cove. The third son, William Tho-
mas (1862-1936), operated the only store in Gin Cove
and captained the schooners, Hettie and Pearl. His
younger brother, Kenneth, later captained the Hettie
and also the A.L. Frampton, served as the sexton of
the Church of England church in White Rock, and had
the only telephone in Gin Cove in 1910.

The sixth son, Edmund (1872-1953), was the most
enterprising of Thomas and Louisa’s children. He was
a fisherman until the family connection with the
Labrador fishery ended in 1921, and then carried
freight in a coaster called the Plain Dealer. He decid-
ed to get his carpenter son Daniel to return from Brook-
lyn, New York, to help him build a schooner. With a
loan from Trinity merchant Fred Morris, Edmund and
Daniel built the D.L.T. Frampton, named for the three
brothers, Daniel, Lindo and Ted. It was sold in 1934
to the Crosbie family in St. John's and replaced was
by the EM.A. Frampton, named for Edmund and
Daniel’s two oldest children, Max and Annie.

Edmund later worked on other boats built in Mon-
roe and on the wartime *‘Splinter Fleet”” built at Claren-
ville. He cut timber at Angler’s Pond where he had
a water-operated mill and also ran a steam-powered
sawmill at Gin Cove.

Daniel followed in his father’s footsteps, cutting

St. Alban's Anglican Cemetery, Gin Cove

wood and building boats in the winter and fishing the
Labrador, usually around Iron Bound Islands, with fa-
milies from Bay Roberts. He married Louisa Belle Pitch-
er of Burgoyne’s Cove in 1928 and moved to St. John's
in 1940.

The first mention of Gin Cove is in the 1901 census,
when there were 33 residents, mainly Church of En-
gland, in seven farming, fishing and lumbering fami-
lies. Two schooners went to Labrador and returned
with 380 quintals of cod, while 43 quintals were land-
ed inshore, totalling $1,475. By 1911, the population
had dropped to 30 in five families, with no landings
listed for the nine fishermen-farmers.

Early residents rowed to Trinity or Catalina for sup-
plies until the first local steamer, the Ettie, started a
twice-a-week service around 1912. She was followed
by the Petrel and the Wren. The first car was owned
by Edmund Frampton in the late 1930s. Joe Luther was
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Domestic cutting area near Gin Cove

the mailman, hand-delivering mail from George's
Brook to Burgoyne’s Cove. George Adams took over
the route in 1925, followed by his son, Ted. Two small
sawmills were listed. Fish were sold to MacCormack
& Welsh in Catalina and to St. John’s merchants, and,
in 1918, the Smith Chipman Company was buying cod
at $18 a quintal. A Church of England school for 35-40
pupils was built at Gin Cove Head in 1913—students
had previously attended schools in White Rock and
Monroe.

By 1921, the 36 residents had a 50-ton schooner and
two sawmills which together employed two people.
They sawed 22,000 board feet of lumber worth $1,060
that year. The local one-room, Church of England
school had 35 pupils including those from Gin Cove
and adjoining communities. A new Church of England
church was built at Gin Cove Head in 1927.

In 1935, the 45 residents had one local business and
a 100-ton schooner was listed for the settlement. The
Newfoundland Directory in 1936 noted that a shipyard
employed a carpenter, master shipbuilder and seven
laborers, and 10 of the 13 residents were Framptons.
While 41 people still lived in the community in 1945,
all but 16 had left by 1951. The last three families moved
to Harcourt in 1960.

In the 1970s and 1980s, descendants of early fami-
lies began to move back to Gin Cove. Many built sum-
mer cabins, but a few live there year round. They all
work in other communities.

Monroe

The first colonist at Monroe, then called (Upper)
Rocky Brook, was Henry William Stone, a wine mer-
chant from Glastonbury, Somerset. He had first set-
tled at Job’s Cove, St. John’s, and then moved with
his second wife, Patience Marr from Harbour Grace,
to Old Bonaventure, where the family had a general
store and built boats. The family then moved to (Up-
per) Rocky Brook around 1870 for timber, and the fa-

v Y

Remnants of the past on the beach at Monroe
mily, now with seven children, owned a store. The
older son, Emmanuel, had two sons who owned
schooners, and operated stores and sawmills. The
Stone’s second son, Alfred John, married Emily Framp-
ton from Gin Cove. The remaining five children were
girls.

Henry Stone was listed for Old Bonaventure in 1795
and 1814, and there were other Stones living in Trini-
ty Bay. Thomas Stone was a constable in the Trinity
district around 1730, and Robert Stone was in Trinity

o e :
Although little farming is done in the Smith Sound area,
some in Monroe still keep animals.
Bay by 1765. The family built a watermill at Rocky
Brook, had a farm with Jersey cows and also built
schooners for the Labrador fishery. They traded with
merchants in Catalina, and also maintained a produc-
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This church at Monreo serves both Anglican and United
Church residents.

tive apple, plum and cherry orchard.

Following the Stones were other English families—
Frampton, Holloway, Sanson and Duffett. Sinclairs
and Reids came from Scotland, and Daltons and Cot-
ters from Ireland. A Lopez arrived from Spain, and the
Luther family from Labrador. Frampton was a ship-
builder and Dalton had a general store.

Families were a mix of Church of England, Methodist
and Roman Catholic, and had moved from other parts
of Trinity Bay. Joseph Fram(p)ton had been listed for
Trinity in 1760, with William Frampton as a planter at
British Harbour in 1844. Mary Cotter was listed for
Catalina in 1822, and Johana Cotter for Riders Harbour
in 1832. James Dalton was a planter at Little Catalina
in 1841, Hugh Duffet(t) was listed for Trinity Bay in
1769, and Charles Duffet(t) was at Catalina in 1811.
Stephen Holloway was in Bonavista by 1808 and the
family was widespread on the Trinity north shore in
the 1800s. The Luther family might have been James
and Silas Lother [sic] listed as Hant’s Harbour fisher-
men in 1871. David Read was listed for Trinity Bay in
1766, and Thomas Read occupied a fishing room at
Trinity in 1800. Several Reed and Reid families were
listed for Trinity Bay in the 1800s. Other families ar-
rived later from other parts of Trinity Bay, and most
of Monroe’s Upper Rocky Brook original families left.

Manuel Carberry was listed for Turk’s Cove in 1800,
Richard Carberry was fishing at British Harbour in
1813, and William Carberry was a planter at Bonaven-
ture in 1831. John Goodyear was at Catalina by the
mid-1800s. James Pelley was first listed for Hant’s Har-
bour in 1800, with Joseph and other members of the
Pelley family moving to Broad Cove (Somerset) by
1871. Absalom Phillips was listed for Bonaventure in

The approach to Monroe from Waterville, with Gin Cove
visible beyond.

Sl e Tl e
Monroe is sparsely populated.
1777 and for Kerleys Harbour in 1779. Matthew Phil-
lips was a planter at British Harbour in 1844, and the
Ryans were at Trinity by 1764 and widespread in Trini-
ty Bay by the mid-1800s.

White Rock 1

In 1884, White Rock was the largest commu-
nity on Smith Sound with 101 Church of Eng-
land, Wesleyan and Roman Catholic residents.
The 29 fishermen-farmers landed 1,365 quintals
of cod, 59 barrels of herring and some salmon
and caplin. Two new schooners and three boats
were built in 1881.

By 1901, the population had dropped to just
49 in eight families, but both the Church of Eng-
land and Methodist Church had built churches
and schools. Four schooners returned from
Labrador with 1,350 quintals of cod, and seven
more quintals were landed inshore. A total of 14
dairy cattle produced 535 Ibs. of butter.

There was a general store and a post office in
the early 1900s, as well as a herring factory.
Several sawmills were built between White Rock
and Monroe in the early 1900s, and lumber was
cut for butter tubs and barrels to be sold to Har-
vey’s in St. John's, By 1911, one business had
been established, and three vessels continued to
fish off Labrador. They brought back 720 quin-
tals of cod in 1910, in addition to the 115 quin-
tals caught inshore, for a total value of $5,673.
The Methodist school had 12 pupils but the
Church of England school had closed. Residents
picked 55 gallons of strawberries worth $34.

The first resident Church of England priest
was Hugh Facey, who served at White Rock from
1916-23. The community had 47 residents in
1921, with a clergyman and a merchant listed,
along with two government officials and two fac-
tory workers. The 19 fishermen-farmers landed
40 quintals of cod, and two Labrador schooners
returned with 410 quintals, for a total value of
$2,560. A new Church of England church was
built in 1927. By 1935, the community had in-
creased in size to 72 residents in 17 families with
one business and five boats.

White Rock, like many other communities
around Smith Sound, had been incorporated, by
the 1960s, into Harcourt. Older residents remem-
ber, however, that it was on the border between
Harcourt and Monroe.
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In 1884, Upper Rocky Brook had 31 Church of En-
gland and Wesleyan residents, among them two
mechanics. The 10 fishermen landed 616 quintals of
cod, 31 barrels of herring and 36 barrels of caplin, and
two boats were built in 1881. By 1901, the 54 residents
included a merchant and two office workers. Some of
the 13 fishermen-farmers travelled on three schoon-
ers to Labrador and returned with 1,350 quintals of cod.
Another 195 quintals were landed inshore, for a total
value of $5,946. Fourteen of the 22 children were in
the one-room Church of England school, and there was
a general store and a post office in the early 1900s.

In 1911, the 61 residents in 11 Church of England
and Methodist families were all connected to the fish-
ery. Three schooners went to Labrador and brought
back 1,550 quintals of cod, while inshore fishermen
landed 80 quintals and some herring, for a total value
of $7,036. The community was renamed Monroe dur-

ing the First World War.

In 1921, Monroe had 79 residents, including a mer-
chant and one new arrival from England. Two schoon-
ers returned from Labrador with 1,020 quintals of cod,
and inshore fishermen landed 50 quintals totalling
$5,976. A local sawmill with three employees produced
55,000 board feet of lumber worth $2,500.

By 1935, the population was 90 in 19 families. Mon-
roe had two businesses, a large schooner and two small
schooners. Harry Stone had the first car, a Packard,
in the late 1930s. He also owned a shipyard, where the
last vessel constructed was the Terra Nova. In 1935,
the first United Church church was built in Monroe.

Although recent census reports do not list Smith
Sound communities separately, it is likely Monroe has
not grown significantly in size since the 1950s. Like
most neighboring towns, Monroe’s economy depends
on the fortunes of Clarenville.

Waterville

Waterville

Very little has been documented about Waterville
which was listed in early census reports as Daniel’s
Cove. Local fishermen landed 198 quintals of cod, two
tierces of salmon and 14 barrels of herring in 1881, and

Land and Sea lives — at the home of Grodon Kelly of
Waterville.

in 1884, there were 34 Wesleyan and Church of En-
gland residents. By 1901, Daniel’s Cove had 36 main-
ly Methodist residents, whose 22-ton schooner
returned from Labrador with 100 quintals of cod, but
inshore fishermen landed just 60 quintals that year.

A decade later, in 1911, there were 29 residents in
five families, and nine fishermen-farmers landed 188
quintals of cod worth $1,165.

The 1921 census listed the settlement as Waterville,
which had 39 residents, including two recent arrivals
from the ““Colonies’”. All 10 children were in school,
and the two sawmills employed five men to cut 54,000
board feet of lumber worth $2,220. By 1935, there were
30 residents in six families, and two boats were listed.

Even smaller now, Waterville is the last small com-
munity west of the dirt road leading to Clifton and Bur-
goyne’s Cove. Its closest ties are with Monroe. [

Clifton

The community listed in the 1869 census as Lower

Rocky Brook was renamed Clifton sometime between
1904 and 1915 by the Nomenclature Board.

As early as 1851, three schooners from Lower Rocky
Brook with 25 aboard fished off Labrador and caught
1,273 quintals of cod, and 11 inshore fishermen land-

ed 68 quintals. In the 1860s, families from Trinity and
other Trinity Bay communities established several near-
by settl including ining Otter Cove and
Newburn Cove.

In 1884, Lower Rocky Brook had 35 residents, mostly
Church of England. Some 19 men were lumbering and
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An old home in Clifton

15 fishermen landed 410 quintals of cod and five bar-
rels of caplin. An 18-ton schooner and two small boats
were built in 1881. \exghbonng Otter’s Cove had 21

Church of England Their fisk landed
153 quintals of cod, three barrels of herring and 48 bar-
rels of caplin in 1881. Sprag’s and Tythe's (listed at
different times as Tide's, Tithe's and Tipe's) Coves to
the south had a total of 15 residents in two families,
one Church of England and one Wesleyan.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, lumbering was
more important than fishing. Besides the sawmills,
most got jobs at the nearby slate quas

In 1901, Rocky Brook had 35 Church of England and
Methodist residents in seven families. The local one-
room school had 40 pupils, most coming from neigh-
boring communities. Five fishermen-farmers landed 31
quintals of cod worth $111, and four men were lum-
bering. Thirty sheep altogether yielded 121 Ibs. of wool.
Adjoining New Burnt Cove had 29 Church of England
residents in seven families.

- = £
Not a track to be seen in the fresh snow around this brook
in Clifton.

Two of the six fishermen-farmers listed went to
Labrador in 1900 and brought back 80 quintals of cod.
Combined with the 40 quintals landed inshore, the
value of the fishery amounted to $260. Four of the nine
children went to school in Rocky Brook.

Tythe’s Cove had dropped to just one Church of En-
gland family of seven, four of whom were lumbering
and two fishing, but Hodder’s (Otter’s) Cove had
maintained its population. Hodder’s Cove had 35 resi-
dents in six Church of England families, and a 24-ton
schooner returned from Labrador in 1900 with 93 quin-
tals of cod worth $424.

By 1911, Clifton had 34 residents in six families, most
of whom were fishermen. They landed 63 quintals of
cod that year, and three schooners with 15 aboard went
to Labrador and caught another 1,550 quintals. The lo-
cal teacher had eight pupils in regular attendance at
school.

Clifton view

New Burnt Cove had 34 residents in eight families,
but the nine fishermen landed just six quintals of cod
in 1910. Tythe's Cove, as it was listed in the census
that year, had increased to three families and 13 resi-
dents, but no landings were noted for the four fisher-
men. Otter’s Cove had 32 residents in six families.

In 1921, Clifton had 54 Church of England and Sal-
vatlon Army residents in 10 families. The three local

loyed eight area resid and cut 2,000
board feet of bxmh 6,000 of spruce, and 96,000 of lum-
ber, valued in total at $2,200.

New Burnt Cove had 42 residents in nine families,
of whom half were fishermen and half were employed
outside the community. No landings were noted for
Clifton in 1910. Otter’s Cove had 15 in four families,

Wood piled at Clifton
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and its sawmill produced 10,000 board feet of lumber.
Tythe’s Cove had 18 residents in three families, and
its sawmill was twice as productive.

After the 1920s, most abandoned the fishery for the
woods. Family names in 1928 included Barnes, Coop-
er, Duffett, Hookey, LeDrew, Moody, Penny and
Rogers, several of whom have since left the area. By
1935, Clifton had 38 residents in 10 families. Local
fishermen owned two dories and three motorboats,
and kept seven horses.

New Burnt Cove had become the largest of the lo-
cal settlements with 70 residents in 13 Church of En-
gland families. Twenty children in school suggested
an arrival of younger families from elsewhere, and lum-
bering and farming appear to have been as important
as fishing, if six horses and 24 sheep listed for the set-
tlement are an indication. Otter's Cove was down to
20 residents in four families, and Tythe’s Cove had 21

in five families. Clifton shared a Church of England
school with New Burnt (listed as Newburn) Cove, and
its church served several communities. Children from
both communities went to the school in Clifton which
closed in the 1930s. Students then attended Burgoyne's
Cove elementary school and high schools in Shoal Har-
bour and Clarenville.

J.R. Smallwood’s Encyclopedia reports seven fami-
ly sawmills were operating in 1940. The spring and fall
herring fisheries were important in 1952, the catch salt-
ed and sent to St. John's. One crew also caught salmon
in the area. Most found jobs fishing, lumbering and
in service industries in Clarenville.

In 1976 the population had dropped to just 61, and
New Burnt Cove had become part of Burgoyne's Cove,
where the local post office for all these communities
is located.

Burgoyne’s Cove

In early census reports, Burgoyne’s Cove was list-
ed as Burgeon's Cove and Burgum’s Cove. Lovell in
1871 indicated it was a favorite place to catch caplin
in the spring, and there was plenty of timber availa-
ble, and he said it offered much more than the aver-
age settlement around Smith Sound. He wrote: “...in
the immediate vicinity slate may be quarried in unlimit-
ed quantities.”’

The first slate quarry was begun at Nut Cove and
operated by three Carberry brothers. The Curries from
Wales took over the quarry, and 173,000 slates were
produced in Smith Sound in 1868. It operated at the

Piles of slate, both finished and in rough state, await ship-
ment from Burgoyne's Cove.

same location, although the name changed several
times, until it closed in 1909.

Lovell listed Jubal and William Carberry and Levi
Phillips as quarrymen, and Henry Dibbins, Israel Pitch-
er and John Steel as fishermen. While, in 1858, Jubal
was the first Carberry listed in Burgeons Cove, Manuel
Carberry lived at Turk’s Cove in 1800, Richard Carberry
was fishing at British Harbour in 1813, and William
Carberry was a planter at Bonaventure in 1831. The
Phillips family followed a similar pattern of settlement.
Absalom Phillips was listed for Bonaventure in 1777
and Kerley’s Harbour in 1779, Matthew Phillips was
a planter at British Harbour in 1842, and Levi Phillips
was the first of the family to be listed as a fisherman
in Burgeons Cove in 1855. By 1769, Richard Pitcher was
in Trinity Bay, from which the forefathers of many
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Burgoyne's Cove view
present-day Burgoyne’s Cove families moved.
Richard Anderson, for example, was present in
Trinity Bay as early as 1775, and John Anderson was
a planter at British Harbour in 1820. John Brown was
listed for Kerley’s Harbour in 1794, and Ann Brown
was listed as occupying a fishing room at Trinity in
1800.
Family tradition says the first Miller came from

Poole, Dorset, to settle at New Bonaventure and then
Trinity. There is a Samuel Miller listed for Trinity Bay
in 1766, and others for Bonaventure and English Har-
bour in the late 1700s.

Family tradition also says three Parrott brothers ar-
rived from Poole, Dorset, about 1810, but Matthew Par-
rot was already listed for Trinity Bay in 1766. Three
Penney brothers were said to have arrived from Devon
or Cornwall in the late 1700s, and William Penney was
listed for Trinity Bay in 1780 and English Harbour in
1785. William Sievier was listed for Trinity Bay in 1772,
with the family established at Rider’s Harbour by 1782.
They later moved to British Harbour, where William
was listed in 1842. John Sutton was at Catalina in 1822.
William Walters was a fisherman at Trinity in 1757, and
John Walters was a planter at English Harbour in 1869.
The Wheeler family may have originated from John
and William Wheller listed for Bonavista in 1792—the
name changed to Wheeler the next year.

By 1884, there were 99 residents at Burgoyne's Cove,
including two from England. Most were Church of En-
gland, but there were six Congregationalists and a
Wesleyan. The 36 fishermen landed 888 quintals of cod,
27 barrels of herring and 52 barrels of caplin, and two
schooners totalling 55 tons were built in 1881. There
were also 14 mechanics working at the nearby slate
mines and three farmers. In 1881, 60,000 slates valued
at 100 pounds sterling were manufactured.

By 1901, the population had dropped to 76, consist-
ing of 64 Church of England, nine Methodists, two Sal-
vation Army and a Presbyterian. The 15 fishermen-
farmers landed 105 quintals of inshore cod, and two
schooners returned from Labrador with just 65 quin-
tals. Ninety-four acres were being farmed, with 10
cows producing 534 Ibs. of butter, and 71 sheep yield-
ing 207 Ibs. of wool. There was also a mechanic and
two lumbermen, and 16 of the 24 children regularly
attended the Church of England school.

The neighboring community of Slate Quarry had 23
residents, and all but three were listed as mechanics.
Of the 23, just one was born in Newfoundland.
Although 18 were listed as from England, they were

Burgoyne's Cove is perched on a hill at the end of the road
on the north side of Smith Sound.
more likely from Wales; one was from Ireland and
three came from elsewhere. The unusual mix of 13
Methodists, three Salvation Army, two Church of En-
gland, two Roman Catholics, two Presbyterians and
one Baptist underscored the transient nature of such
a mining community.

In 1911, 78 residents in 15 families which were by
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then Church of England for the most part, included
13 fishermen-farmers, four teachers, three farmers, a
mechanic and a lumberman. Fishing, logging and
farming were the main occupations, and William Sut-
ton and Jabez Carberry had a water-powered sawmill.
A total of 305 quintals of cod were landed in 1910 and
residents picked 37 gallons of currants and gooseber-
ries worth a total of $12. The Church of England school
had 60 pupils, 24 from Burgoyne’s Cove and the rest
from neighboring settlements, thanks to a road which
had been built from George’s Brook.

By 1921, the population had dropped to 54. The fish-
ery was insufficient to show any landings in 1920, and
the ownership of 10 horses indicates lumbering had
likely become the primary industry. Five farmers were
listed, along with four fishermen, two government em-
ployees and two factory workers, The local sawmill em-
ployed two men and cut 20,000 board feet of lumber

in 1920. Local residents gathered berries and small
fruits worth a total of $43.

By 1935, the community was back up to 70 residents
in 18 families. Together they owned one dory and
seven motorboats, and kept 10 horses and 54 sheep.
Fish and lumber were sold by a local merchant and all
12 children were in school.

A road to Clarenville was completed in the late 1960s,
which resulted in the resettlement of Pope’s Harbour,
Delby’s Cove, British Harbour and Kerley's Harbour,
situated between Burgoyne’'s Cove and New
Bonaventure.

Three sawmills were operating in 1981, with the
sawn lumber sent to Bay Roberts. Five families fished
that year but most residents worked in Clarenville.
Children from Clifton attended the Burgoyne’s Cove
elementary school but high school students were and
continue to be bused to Clarenville.
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the area today

Milton
Marguerite Adams

Before Marguerite Adams’ hus-
band, Lawrence, passed away 10
years ago, the two spent their sum-
mers looking through cemeteries,
researching Lawrence’s history of
Milton and its original settlers. Now
that Lawrence is gone, Marguerite
says she doesn’t have much interest
in pursuing it further, but she
safeguards his work and doesn’t
hesitate to share it with anyone seek-
ing information.

“Laurie had arthritis, and he
couldn’t get about very well, so I'd
have to go with him to the grave-
yards and look at the headstones.
I've been in more graveyards than

The lady in the brick house

Marguerite, with pictures of her three grandchildren, Larry, Leanne and Lynette

here to get their family histories, and
at least some of it is in the Claren-
ville library,” she says.

An Adams before she married,
Marguerite was a member of another
branch of a family started by the
original settlers of Milton. In his, “A
brief history of the Adams family, "’

as you might

anyone else in N dland,””
declares Marguerite, her tone prov-
ing she didn’t regret even a moment
of the searching.

“He did a lot of writing, includ-
ing a history of brickmaking—he
worked at the brickyard here in Mil-
ton in summer. That's why our
house is done with bricks, although
Newfoundland isn’t the best place
for them; it's too frosty and the
bricks heave. He also went logging
in winter,” she continues.

“‘He was always digging things
up. He thought some time he:-might
fix his writing up better, but he
didn’t get a chance. I think he was
happy with what he’d done, and
quite a few young people have come

Lawrence maintained the family
came originally from England. He
discovered that Thomas Adams was
buried in the Church of England
cemetery in Bonavista in 1729 when
he was just 26. “‘I remember seeing
that one in particular,”” says
Marguerite.

Thomas died young, but he was
married and had children, William,
most likely a grandson of Thomas's,
moved to Old Perlican and became
a fisherman with William Bursey.
William married Charity Strong, a
member of the first Strong family in
Clarenville, and they became the
grandparents of Marguerite's father,
Uriah.

“William and Charity were the
first belonging to the Adams family
to settle in Milton, ” says Marguerite.
“There was a Green here before
that, Ezekiah, 1 think, but I don’t
know much about them.”’
Lawrence’s account states that Ky’s
Brook was named for Ezekiah
Green, who was called Ky for short.

“‘They came here because of the
good timber,”” says Marguerite. ‘It

i 4 e
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had never been touched, and was
especially good for the masts of
schooners. They went back in spring
at first, but eventually they stayed.”

As for Marguerite’s personal
memories of Milton, they go back to
her own childhood, and at 76, she
remembers plenty. ““We used to
walk to school down in George's
Brook,”” she recalls. ““We missed
quite a few days, too, because in
stormy weather, we’d have to wait
for the train to come and clear the
track—there was no such thing as a
plow then.

““There’s no landmark where the
old school used to be, but it was on
a hill just past Blackmore’s shop, be-
side a little pond. The white-and-
green building on the main road was
the new school, but that closed and
it’s a community hall now.”

Marguerite says for many years
most of the people in Milton de-
pended on the brickyard or the
woods for their livelihood. *“Before
the brickyard it was all sawmills. Un-
cle Arch Adams, Israel Adams, Wil-
liam K. Adams, Uriah Adams,
Harve Adams and then, later on,
Ted Adams, all had mills here over
the years.”

After the mills began to close
down, some found work with the
railway, then, after the road came
through, they began accepting jobs
in Clarenville. “The early people
used to farm up here, too, but no-

Marguerite Adams
plays a favorite
hymn on an old
organ.

body does that now. The last farm-
er was Fred Adams, and he died last
year. He was an old man, but he car-
ried on working right up into his

Marguerite manages to stay active
herself, in spite of a touch of angi-
na. ‘I can’t walk up hills, but I like
to walk in summer."” She also looks
forward to occasional visits from her
only son, Wesley, who lives in Hali-
fax, and her grandchildren, Leanne,
Lynette and Larry. And with a car
outside her door, she doesn’t hesi-
tate to drop in on friends and fami-
ly for the odd game of Scrabble.

““I've had my licence since ‘51. |
don’t remember why I got it, but |
was interested, we had the car, and
Laurie couldn’t get around on his
own very well. And 1 have my
snowshoes. 1 got them out yesterday
because 1 had a meeting at a neigh-
bor’s and the snow was right up to
the fence. Then at the last minute the
plow came and cleared out my drive-
way so | didn't need them.””

Relying on a contractor to clear the
50-yard, gravel driveway leading to
her large, two-storey brick house,
she can’t always hop in her carand
go whenever she pleases, but she
says compared to the days when she
had to walk to the railway station
and catch a train to Clarenville just
to buy a can of paint, she has it easy.
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Trinity Brick Products (1972) Limited

In one form or another, the Mil-
ton brickyard has been a feature
alongside Smith Sound since 1885.
Now, its future is clouded in doubt
because of the recession and compe-
tition from the mainland. It's the first
time since the 1970s that the brick-
works will not open as anticipated
in May.

The owner of Trinity Brick
Products (1972) Limited, Tom Hick-
man, leaves no doubt as to why the
plant remains closed.

““It’s a matter of the provincial
government not enforcing their lo-
cal preference policy,” he states.
“Every time bricks are shipped in
from outside, Newfoundlanders lose
work.”

The problem does not relate to
costs. In fact, Newfoundland bricks
cost seven per cent less than the
bricks produced by Shaw’s Limited
in Nova Scotia. Unfortunately, local
raw materials restrict the color and
style of brick that can be produced
at the Milton plant, and contractors
and school boards prefer the beige
Shaw bricks.

The brickyard’s supply of raw
material is assured and, in the past,
the company supplied brick for the

An uncertain future

David Stanley of
Trinity Brick
Products (1972)
Limited

Confederation Building Annex, for
Clarenvilles hospital and for a num-
ber of other new government build-
ings. Because of the competition
from the mainland, especially in
school construction, that’s not hap-
pening now.

In all there’s an inventory of a mil-
lion bricks and no immediate possi-
bility of moving them. The provin-
cial government is re-examining the

Part of the inventory of bricks waiting

Public Tendering Act to see if it can
offer protection to the company’s
market. In the meantime, every
100,000 bricks remaining unsold me-
ans the loss of a week’s work for 40
people and less likelihood of the
plant’s reopening.

“It's frustrating both for me, and
also for those who are being forced
into unemployment,” Tom says.
““It's our tax dollars that have been
buying Shaw bricks.""

Those who feel the pinch immedi-
ately are the brickyard's employees.
David Stanley of George's Brook has
been with the company for 17 years,
the last eight as plant manager. Af-
ter attending high school in Claren-
ville, he worked at a local gas station
for two years. He then married his
““hometown sweetheart”, Louise,
moved to Alberta and took first-year
education at the Canadian Union
College at Lacombe just outside
Edmonton.

“Two of our three children were
born here in Newfoundland, and
our oldest daughter wouldn’t
remember Alberta because she was
just two when we left,”” David ex-
plains. He had wanted to be a
teacher but had discovered that
wasn’t for him.

“‘I had been working on the main-
land and we returned home for the
holidays,” he recalls. “‘Louise was
homesick for here and I decided it
was time to put down roots. The
plant had just reopened and I ap-
plied for a full-time job, my first
since finishing school.””

to go to market.

3
1
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The job renewed a family connec-
tion to the brickyard—his father
worked at the plant from the age of
nine. ‘‘My own boy is 10 years old
and I can’t imagine him working at
the shale mine,” David admits.
Although David’s father left to work
on the base in Gander, other em-
ployees stayed at the brickyard. For
instance, Merril Stanley retired last
summer after 50 years, and Edison
Ploughman has put in 47 years.

That adds up to years of hard toil,
according to David. “"People worked
hard, stacking 100 bricks at a time on
a wheelbarrow and then loading it
onto a schooner by hand. And the
old kilns were along the rail line and
were filled by hand.”

David has a folder of documents
relating to the operation, including
a ship’s title that shows Charles and
Malcolm Pelly [sic], operating as C.
& M. Pelly Limited, had two schoon-
ers, including the 60-ft. Altruist.

There've been quite a few changes
in the plant, especially in the last five
years. Before the $3-million 1985
modernization, the plant had oper-
ated under the same basic work sys-
tem and with some of the same
machinery used by the previous
owners prior to 1972. The plant was
producing 10,000 to 12,000 bricks a
day, and this was raised in two
stages to 17,000.

The variety of bricks offered has
also increased, although the basic
raw materials remain the local clay
and water. The brickyard actually
uses shale [compressed clay] from
the original open-pit mine on Ran-
dom Island, which imposes limits.

““Its natural color is red and we
add manganese dioxides to get the
brown variation—that’s the only
thing we import,”” David explains.
“*Our antique style bricks also come
in the two colors and we have
veneer bricks, too. Scarlex brown
and red bricks are very popular.
We're busy most years to Christmas,
with most being special orders,
although we do build up an inven-
tory for small orders.”

The company was hoping for a
spinoff from Hibernia, and from a
fair amount of new construction be-
ing planned. The new RCMP build-
ing in St. John's is supposed to be
mainly brick, and several schools are
planned, including one in Catalina
and another in Bay Roberts, but, un-
til orders come in, the plant will re-
main closed. Even small orders have
been slow.

The story of “Pelley” bricks

Larry Adams, who worked at the Milton brickyard for 46 years from

1925 to 1971, wrote in The Packet that clay deposits were discovered

amndsmﬂlandﬂmﬁmmmdsaemlyasﬂm 18205 by immigrants
3! A

d who knew ab from Bell Is-
mmmm h
lhembackaell!slnng‘ v
ment’s Point was started. Indeed, the October 1832 issue of The Royal
Gazel ied his ads of 14,000 bricks for sale on Bell Island.

The Milton brickyard, itself, gnuba:kmm&mlmyemmmedm
when Charles Pelley and his brother, Malcolm, started
1886. At that time Charles’ nephew, Malcolm, bnmh;ceotpslmok,
was a young boy of nine but he wrote that the used “‘an emp-
rymnlassespmdmmlorapugniﬂandastmﬁy}lewfmmdlmdhme
for power’” until the h a Sk
around 1901, by a Munar:h engme in use until 1924

Not that Pelleys was the only brickyard in the area, Several quarries
were set up on Random Island where clay deposits were extensive. Just
before the St. John's fire of 1892, a St. John's company of merchants
and rs started the dland Brick & Tile Co. with a Mr.
Redmond from Quebec as manager. He was followed by a Mr. Silwood,
and later a Mr. Craven, both from England. The company closed be- |
cause of poor clay quality.

Larry Adams joined Pelleys in 1925, but his father’s employment there
had prepared him for the work many years before. As he wrote in The
Packet, ““My Dad worked in the brickyard and when he came home in
the evenings he would remove his boots by the door, and after supper
1, as a lad, would go out and scrape all the clay from his boots, mix it
andmuunmmedd&anogmmhbmummbmhanddiy
them in the sun. That was the first of my brickmaking."’

The Pelleys had two kilns fired with wood cut along Shoal Harbour
River, and the operation continued with few changes for 25 years until
Larry and Malcolm’s son, ]ohmwex!offmdnylrmmhtpbymkolm
Pelley so that he could retire from active in the busil

By the 1950s, the Pelley brkkyndwuﬂ\enn}ybﬂck company left in
Newfoundland. An Arnold Creager machine was still being used and
wood provided the fuel until a conversion to oil in 1951. A change was
then made from a soft mud to a semi-dry process in 1953, followed by
nswwchmshlleal\dadrypmcessmlﬁ-l,md a year later, a diesel
engine was in operation.

The plant used ““brick cars” to take the raw bricks to the English-
designed railroad tunnel built in 1956 at a cost of $200,000. The 275-ft.
long kiln had a maximum temperature of 2,000F which required 150 litres
of furnace oil an hour to keep it going. The plant could handle 12 cars
(each holding 1,146 bricks per firing).

Pelley bricks were sold throughout Newfoundland and used for pub-
lic buildings and homes. The distinctive red color can still be seen in
mypubhcbuﬂding: but the tendency of the bricks to crumble in the
extreme fh dland’s weather slowed down sales.
lnl%s d\ePeﬂcyhmﬂymldsl%ofﬂwcompmydnrzswLE Shaw

Nova Scotia, now its most active competitor, but a slowdown
inmrkelsdused&leb&kyudhlm

It was purchased, in 1971, by Jack Green, a St. John's masonry and
building contractor. He and Tom Hickman became in 1980,
although Tom Hickman is now the sole proprietor; By 1985, Trinity Brick
Products (1972) Limited had 12 permanent and as many as 180 seasonal
workers, and the plant produced four million bricks of 12 different de-
signs each year. The company’s bricks were used for at Memori-
al University, the Arts and Culture Centre in St. John's, the Marine In-
stitute and the Confederation Building Annex where angle-cut bricks
were used for the first time. AISSSexpansm\ ﬁmdedlnpmbyn

$500,000 DRIE (D of Regional and Ind 7
cost $1.3 million and was d igned to i plant W,Apﬁ
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‘“House contractors tend to shy
away from brick because construc-

The Trinity Brick Products (1972) Limited plant at Milton

tion time is longer,”” David explains,

““although there are parts of Ontario

where brick construction is manda-
tory to offer better fire protection,
People tend not to use bricks for:
chimneys now because fireplaces are
no longer common and people don’t
want the extra cost.”

There are slate deposits in the
area, too, and David fields lots of
telephone calls about them. “The
operation of the slate quarries is de-
pendent on markets just like us, so_
winter is not a good time to be talk-
ing about operational start-ups. We
were hoping to restart in May."*

In fact, a news item a few days
later confirms that Trinity Brick
Products (1972) Limited will delay its
start-up for an indefinite period, yet
another sign the recession is hitting
hardest in rural Newfound[and.m

Hubert Stringer
Versatility in fiberglass

Hubert and Oliver Stringer of Milton Fiberglass

Hubert Stringer of Milton admits
to having celebrated his 65th birth-
day in December, and to having
been born in Duxbury, Mas-
sachusetts, where his family had
moved, but he has solid Newfound-
land roots.

“My mother’s from Harcourt and
my father’s from Little Hearts Ease,””
he notes, ““although they met in
Boston. I lived in Little Hearts Ease
until I was nine when we came here
to Milton.”

Hubert had been a truck driver
most of his working life, 18 years
with Imperial Oil delivering oil wi-
thin a 60-mile radius of Clarenville
and then driving tractors on con-

struction sites into the mid-1970s.
But now he’s helping produce fiber-
glass boats, quite a departure from
what he’d worked at before.

““But my interest in boats goes
back to 1947 when I worked with
Captain Henry Stone in Monroe,"
Hubert points out. “’One of the boats
I worked on was the Norma & Gla-
dys, along with her sister ship, the
Sid & Sam. Every piece of timber on
the Norma & Gladys went through
my hands. Those two were the last
fishing schooners built, and fine
boats they were, too. The Sid & Sam
was sold to a family of Butts from
Flat Island, Bonavista Bay, but 1
don’t know much about how she

was used.”” The Norma & Gladys
was later used as a travelling muse-
um by the Newfoundland govern-
ment and was lost at sea off
Labrador en route to a new owner.

Hubert recalls the last boats built
at Stone’s in Monroe were two
diesel-powered steamers, the Linda
Mae and the Lady MacDonald. Af-
ter that, boats were built at the
Clarenville shipyard.

“Although my job was with
trucks, my mind was still on boats, "
Hubert continues. Fiberglass had
been quite popular and the nearest
builder was Nelda Marine in Argen-
tia, so he figured there would be a
market and started Milton Fiber-
glass. A few other boatbuilders start-
ed later, the nearest being Russell
Bishop in Hatchet Cove.

“When I started up, the first boats
were built from an 18-foot mould.
We then went to a 23-foot boat and
later found the 20-foot size sold well.
We build fishing and pleasure boats,
both inboard and outboard, and do
the tops, too. Most people go with
the standard boat as any changes
cost extra. There’s no quiet time of
year, we're right busy all the way
and started two eight-hour shifts
Monday morning. You'll find us
open 8-12 every day with six on each
shift.””

All 12 employees are from the
region, one from Lethbridge, one
from Bunyan'’s Cove, another from
Dunfield near Trinity, and the others
come from the Smith Sound - Ran-
dom Island area. Hubert and his
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wife, Millicent, a native of Milton,
have two sons: Wayne, who worked
with Hubert for Imperial Oil, now
works for Irving Oil at its Clarenville
plant, and Oliver works for Milton
Fiberglass.

Business has been steady enough
for an extension to the building to ac-
commodate the fan and more work-
ing space. The main section has a
20-foot ceiling, so the company can

produce fairly large boats year
round, although most deck work is
done outdoors using a portable
building and a mobile crew.
Milton Fiberglass has worked on
some glass-on-wood boats as well as
fiberglass boats; nonetheless, boat-
building is not the largest part of the
business. The company also builds
septic tanks, sleds for skidoos,
maintenance-free front and back

steps, all-weather covers for New-
foundland Power work baskets, and,
recently, ambulance tops.

Hubert talks enthusiastically about
his products. *‘Our skidoo sleds are
much sturdier than anything in
wood and almost indestructible,
Hubert explains as one is built up
from a mould. “"The house steps are
connected by two brackets to the
house, and just stringing a light bulb
will keep them icefree. All the New-
foundland Power baskets at Claren-
ville and throughout most of the Bu-
rin and Bonavista Peninsulas now
have our weather-protective covers,
and you'll see some in St. John's,
too. With the ambulance covers, as
with boats, we can put lettering right
into the fiberglass, which means the
name will stay on. We've also
repaired quite a few skidoo
bonnets.”*

Not everything is rosy, though.
The imposition of the GST has made
a big difference to the company be-
cause it has to pay the tax on every-
thing it purchases even if the buyer
of the boat doesn't, as in the case of
fishermen.

““That’s quite a bit on a
$25,000-plus boat like this one for a

strengths
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buyer in St. Anthony,”” Hubert says.
‘“We won't get the tax back until af-

Darrell Harris of
Lethbridge and
Tony Faulkner of
Snook's Harbour
work on a

new boat.

ter the end of March which means
tying up working capital. It's a big

burden on all boatbuilders and
something we’'ll be discussing with
our MP, Fred Mifflin. In the past, we
didn’t have to pay any tax on resin
and mats from the Halifax supplier,
but now we're billed for GST on
purchases of $30,000-plus a month,
The previous method was working
fine, but this expense is just toa
much for a small company to bear.
An 8,000 box of screws costs us $800
and we have to pay GST on top of
that. It's a problem, all right.”

Taxes aside, Hubert likes his work
and the freedom it gives him to en-
joy the area, which he has watched
grow over the years.

““This is a growth area and would
be even without a town the size of
Clarenville, although you can trace
some new families to the hospital
there. There’s plenty of employment
and lots of services, and it's plenty
close enough to St. John's. It's a per-
fect place to live. Ask the retired
Mounties—several stayed on after
retirement and, in fact, some took
early retirement so they wouldn’t
have to move.

Glenda and Ivan Penney

When hard work finally pays off

Ivan Penney started Penney’s
Transport Ltd. in 1963 with one
single-axle truck. He moved up to a
tandem and finally, a tractor trailer.
After 28 years of hard work, and, ac-
cording to his wife, Glenda, times
when their two children didn’t know
they had a dad, the Penneys are
looking forward to an early retire-
ment. At last, the long hours on
rough roads have paid off.

Born in Milton, Glenda married
Ivan, a Lethbridge native, in 1965.
They were determined from the be-
ginning to make something of
themselves—by themselves. “We
never went to our parents, although
my father had a store and gas sta-
tion,” says Glenda. “My father
owned the first car in Milton, and
had to get gas to Clarenville by train,
carry it here in barrels by horse and
cart and hand pump it into the car.
Then Mom became the first woman
in Milton to get her driver’s licence.”

Glenda learned from them to rely
on herself, “’If we couldn’t get it by

ourselves, we decided we'd do mmmmmmwmmmmnm-ntuem

sometimes, Ivan on the road all
week and repairing trucks all day
Saturday and Sunday, but we made
it.  remember one night,’ she con-
tinues, ““when he came in late. His
hands were black with grease and
white with frostbite.”

without it. It would break our hearts than a year old.

““Whatever anyone needed
hauled, we’d take it,”’ says Ivan,

“’and a trip to St. John’s then took
a couple of days.”

As soon as the children, Trudy
and Dean, were old enough to be a
little independent, Glenda joined
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The Penneys’ business now exclusively distributes Pepsi products throughout

(photo
Ivan in the business. “I drove a
crawler tractor at the warehouse,”’
says Glenda. ““I'd go there and shov-
el any time at all. If Ivan was there,
I'd try to be there.”” That was before
they had people working for them,
and before they could call them-
selves successful.

After the Trans-Canada Highway
was completed in 1965, Ivan bought
his first tractor trailer. ““They cost
$28,000, and that was big money
then. I didn’t think I'd live long
enough to pay it off. Now these
two,” he says, pointing to a photo
of two, huge, sleek, grey monsters,
“are $110,000 and $116,000. And
that’s just for the truck—the trailer
is extra. Right now we have eight
tractors and 12 trailers.”” One of the
trucks, he explains—the one Dean
drives—has a built-in refrigerator
and microwave, and sleeps two peo-
ple as comfortably as a hotel room.

With just two small trucks visiting
retail stores in the Bonavista Penin-
sula area, Penney’s became distribu-
tor for Pepsi-Cola. ““But it got to be
too much for me,’’ says Glenda. "1
had a secretary and we’d have to
take stock every day when the trucks
came in, count money, and so on.
We finally gave up the smaller trucks
and now we have the contract to dis-
tribute from Browning Harvey
[Newfoundland bottlers of Pepsi-
Cola] to distributors all over the is-
land.”” Ivan still drives, Glenda does
the books, and they employ up to 12
men, laying off some of them in the
off-season.

Penney’s covers St. Mary's Bay to
Bay Roberts, Twillingate to Bay
d’Espoir, carrying pre-forms (small
plastic bottles that are blown up into
one- and two-litre bottles) from
Nova Scotia to plants in St. John's
and Grand Falls, and filled bottles to
distributors everywhere.

y Penney's Ti

““We tried having brokers [drivers
who own their own trucks] but that
didn’t work out, 50 we own every-
thing now, although each driver
only drives one truck and is respon-
sible for it,"’ says Glenda.

Building up the business to its cur-
rent status wasn’t easy. Huge fuel
hikes, for instance, in the 1970s near-
ly ruined the company, but with
each setback the Penneys promised
each other they wouldn’t let any-
body put them out of business. They
struggled through the hard years,
and manage now to spend some
time travelling or enjoying the rau-

Business
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Ivan drove home with the company's two newest trucks “'piggy-back"" style (pho-

to courtesty Pen_ney'a Transport)

cous company of two enormous
puppies: Nicky, a Samoyed, an
Chinook, a Shepherd-Husky cross.
Those dogs have it easier, though, L
than those owned by Glenda’s
father. She doesn’t remember much
about his work, but she’s been told
stories of how he worked in the
woods with his dog team. Were he
alive today, he might even scoff at
the complaints about spending so
much time in a truck complete with
microwave and refrigerator.

D\

George’s Brook
Eldred Stanley

A’new meaning to spring cleaning

If Eldred Stanley sees something
going on in George’s Brook he
doesn't like, he complains about it—
loudly, bitterly, and at great length,
But he, like many of his neighbors,
isn’t just a complainer. He's a doer.

When, about 12 years ago, the
community got sick of the car wrecks
and garbage littering the road
through what should have been a
beautiful town, they cleaned it up;
when they needed a fire depart-
ment, they rebuilt a truck and start-
ed one; when the cemetery needed
fixing, they just did it; and they’re
still at it.

A treating engineer with New-
foundland Hardwoods Ltd. in
Clarenville for the past 35 years—an
employee of that company for

46—Eldred believes not doing as would be betraying his roots. *

Stanley, George's Brook

Iwas

much as he can for George’s Brook born and reared here, and 1 can
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remember back at least 50 years. My
father Uriah was born here and so
was my grandfather, Eli,” he says.

““Most of the Stanley family came
from England, but my mother’s fa-
mily was originally Spanish. Their
name years ago was Lopez.”"

“Years ago” is an understate-
ment, since George’s ancestors most
likely settled around Smith Sound in
the 1700s. He says it wasn't the fish-
ing but the first-class timber that
brought them. ““George’s Brook was
founded on the woods.: There was
a small bit of fishing done here years
ago, but never any amount because
we've got shoal water going out
about half a mile. No, it was woods
that brought people here.”

Eldred maintains there are still
about 12 mills operating in the area,
although most have moved farther
back into the country now, and just
three remain in the community it-
self. ““There used to be some farm-
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Milton - George's Brook Cemetery, George’s Brook

ing and coopering, too, but that's
gone. And for fun, well, years ago,
you made your own fun. You'd look
forward to a Christmas concert in
what used to be the school here.
When | was a boy there was no
stadium, and when the harbor
would freeze over, we’d all be out
on the ice. There aren’t too many
kids down on the harbor anymore, "
he says, his tone just a shade accus-
ing, as though he’s not quite sure a
stadium in Clarenville is an improve-
ment over the harbor.

But times and people change, and
as roads and transportation im-
proved, George’s Brook became less
isolated, with many driving through
on their way towards the Bonavista
Peninsula or farther east around
Smith Sound. And that, says Eldred,
led to their town becoming a garbage
dump for travellers. “‘1’m going to
give you the truth,” he says, his
broad, square face open and earnest
as he continues slowly and carefully.

““This place was getting bad. Peo-
ple didn’t seem to value anything
anymore. We became a dump. Peo-
ple would go to the fast-food places
and have it eaten by the time they
got here. Then they’d just throw
their garbage out the windows.

““So about 12 years ago, a commit-
tee was formed. They asked the
provincial government for help but
they wouldn't hear tell of it, so we
went on our own. A fellow here with
a wrecker agreed to help out and we
went around and asked people if
they would give $5 to have a wreck
towed away, not necessarily people
with wrecks in their yards, but
everybody. They started clearing

them up, and 178 wrecks were
hauled to the dump.

“‘Then, one weekend, all of us
who had a truck went along the
sides of the roads picking up gar-
bage. We had a crowd by the
church, another one down here by
us, two or three on the branch road,
and so on. In the evening, we drove
through the community and it
would give you a breath of relief—
what a sight. Out by the church
alone, we got 37 bags, and when we
were done, there wasn’t a thing to
see,”” he says proudly.

The next project they took on was

lack of a fire department for their
area. “We went to Valleyfield,”"
Eldred recalls, “’and bought an old
truck, stood the expense of bringing
her down ourselves. We stripped
her right to the chassis, rented sand-
blasters and did her top to bottom.
We brought in a body man who
painted it, and the RCMP and Few-
er'’s Ambulance donated some
lights. Then firemen from Clarenville
came down and taught us how to
run a fire department. When they
walked in and saw the truck, they
couldn’t believe it. They said we had
a better truck than they had,” he
laughs, pride swelling an already
broad chest.

The next problem they had was
getting a ladder, which cost about
$700. Once again, everybody who
owned a truck gathered one
weekend at an area near Terra Nova
which they knew was frequented by
hunters. “We paid for the ladder on
beer bottles we collected.”

By this time, Eldred says the
government was getting nervous be-
cause George's Brook was making
them look bad, managing to do so
much without any help. So the town
accepted a grant and extended the
fire hall to house a second truck, to
provide better service to the commu-
nities of George’s Brook and Milton.
““Our member then was Charlie
Brett, and he told us one time, if you
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mentioned George’s Brook at th
Confederation Building, they’d ask.
you where it is. Now if you mention
it, everything knows what you’re
talking about.”

The next project for the town was |
the non-denominational cemetery.
Bricks were donated by the brick-
yard in Milton and a local mason
gave his time. “'If we’d contracted
the job, each of the two gates we
built would have cost $8,000," says
Eldred. ““Then we built a little house
for tools, lawnmowers, and so on,
and the cemetery is really something
now.

Having fallen recently from a trac-
tor trailer, Eldred finds it frustrating
he can’t be as active as he likes with
all sorts of projects. Doctors tell him
he has over-exercised his injured
hand and it might take even longer
to heal, so Eldred is learning to sit
quietly, slowly working what looks
like a ball of silly putty between his
huge, calloused fingers, trying to be
patient. It's one of the toughest jobs
he’s ever taken on.

Elsie Ivany
Too long coming home

At the age of six, Elsie Ivany Brook, along with its one-room
decided she wanted to be a nurse. school, offered little encouragement
But her hometown of George’'s or hope of that dream ever coming

Elsie with Dino

true.

““I went to school for the first time
when I was 14," Elsie recalls. 'l was
in Grade 1 one day, Grade 2 the
next, and by the end of my first
week I had reached Grade 3. By the
end of the month, I was in Grade 4.

When she was 15 she boarded a
train for St. John's to live and work
for friends of her mother while she
went to school at night. “It was
1948, and after I left George’s Brook,
the railway workers went on strike.
I was young, and 1 didn’t under-
stand anything. [ thought I'd never
get back home. I was keeping house
and babysitting for the people I was
staying with in St. John's, and they
never wanted me to leave, so | was
a long time away before I saw my fa-
mily again.”

She worked at several part-time
jobs, including babysitting and with
a printing company, and attended
school at night. “Joey Smallwood
gave me my Grade 8 diploma at the
Memorial campus on Parade
Street.”” She finally finished high
school through night courses and be-
came, in those years, deeply in-
volved with the Salvation Army, ac-
cepted a post as secretary to the
director of nursing at the Waterford
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