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from the editor
I'm w riting this just after returning from an Easter

Sunday church ser vice . Easter is .1 time of renew al.
Often. in this column, I have reminded you about sub­
scription n..newel time . No w , I must tell you I will make
no further requests for renewals. This edition is the
last to be published by the Division of Extens ion Serv­
ice . You will find Dr. May's mt'ss.lge on page 47.

Instead of dwelling on what might have been, I
choose to look back at what can best be described as
a wonderful experience. Decks Awash was launched
August 1968, and with onlya short interruption, has
been publi shed six.times annually ever since . Memorial
University has su p po rted us for almost 24 yea rs. And
since 1982, you, the su bsc r ibe rs together with our ad ­
verttsers. have picked up a large Pdrt of the cost.

The mag azine has given us the opportunity to pro­
vide a mirror on th e province an d its people . I'm sure
that no where else would we, total stran gers to most
we interview, be mad e so welcome. We listened while
fellow Ne wfou nd land ers shared their lives with us ,
gave us their o p in ions. and talk ed about their expec­
tations . And this has been d privil ege .

Many people haw made Dec ks Awash possible. I
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won 't single out particular people, for fear of overlook­
ing so me one, but the libraries, especially the Centre
for Newfoundland Studies, and the Provincial Refer­
enc e Room at the A.C. Hunter Library, he lped us im­
measurably. University Photographic Se rvices
processed our p hotos, ,1Od Provincial Archives gave
us unlimited access to histoncal photos. Those at th e
Newfoundland Histo rical Society delved into the ir files
for us. Over the years, staff members have worked tire­
lessly to put things together: the writers, the su bscrip­
tion and production people, the printers, the former
editors, all have played a major role .

Endings are inevitable, times pass , situations change,
people move on to oth er pursuits . The text of the Easter
sermon wa s taken from St. Mark. 9, 23: " If thou canst
believe, all things are possible.... " Even in this difficult
period {If cutbacks, failures , layoffs and unemploy­
ment, there will be renee ...al in Newfoundland. Mean­
whil e , we 've had a great time .

I wish you the best for the future . Thank you all.
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special section

Milton to Burgoyne's Cove



history
Milton

Milton was first named King's Cove when it was set­
tled in the fall of 1869. The Adams family originally
from Hampton, near Dorchester, England, left Old Per­
lean because of the -poorfishery there in the mid-l860s.
Thomas Adams and his four sons arrived at Smith
Sound in the winter to cut wood for planking Labrador
schooners . The family moved there the third winter,
and Adams ' eight children started the community. By
1881. one boat was built at King's Cove and 128 quin­
tals of cod were landed that year.

The 1884census showed 28 residents, all Methodists.
The five families were William James Adams and Mary
(Smith), Richard Adams and Mary Ann (Holloway),

Logging Is stili a source of income for many Smith Sound
familie••

John Adams and Mary Ann (White), Simeon Adams
and Esther (Barnes); and Ezekiel (Ezekiah} Green, who
gave his name to Ki's Brook end Ki's Hill. In 1891, the
settlement was listed as Old Tilt and its population was
just 21.

New families began arriving from other parts of
Trinity Bay. John Baker was a Trinity fisherman in 1758,
and the family was Widespread in Trinity Bay by the
early 18CX.ls . The Coopers may have settled at Ireland's
Eye around 1847, with Edward Cooper listed there in
1814. Stephen Holloway was in Bonavista by 1808and
the family was widespread on the Trinity north shore

Two brick houses by the plant In Milton.

in the 1800s. George Ivymy was listed for Trinity in
1757 but had moved to English Harbour by 1n4, and
the family was widespread by the early 18ClJs.The Pel­
ley family was first listed for Ham's Harbour in 1800.
Three Penney brothers were said to have arrived from
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Penney'. Transport ltd. in Milton Is one of the largest bus­
Inesses In Smith So und.

Devon or Cornwall in the late 1700s, and William Pen­
ney was listed for Trinity BdY in 1780. Henry and James
Stringer were in Random Sound by 1871.

By 1901, there were 33 residents in five families in
Milton . They had cleared 100 acres for dairy cattle
which produced 1.100 lbs. of butter, and sheep which
yielded 162 lbs. of wool. Seven fishermen-farmers
landed just 14 quintals of cod valued at $57. William
James Adams (Uncle Son) ran the only store and his
four sons operated a mill at Thorbu~ Lake in 1904.
local sawmills were owned by Ted, Herbert , Arch , Will
and Israel Adams, and Joe Pittman. Later , stores were
operated by Frank Adams and his son , Will.

In 1911, Milton had grown to 55 in nine families. The
six farmers and two fishermen-farmers had cleared 42
acres, and four men were in lumbering. Residents
picked 90 gallons of currants and gooseberries worth
$27. By 1921, the population had reached n in 14 fa­
milies and there was a local one-room school. A saw-

~ _ .~-~- - :-
...}It1:- --~ -

- -- - . -.
One of the few businesses in Milton.

mill produced 4,000 board feet of lumber in 1920. Six
farmers had 25 dairy cows that produced 10,500 gal­
lons of milk and 2,100 lbs. of butter.

In 1935, the community's 85 residents operated one
business, raised 13 horses and 30 cattle, and picked
130 gallons of strawberries. The first Methodist church
was built at the summit of Ki's Hill. and a new school
was built in 1945. Now, students are all bused to Shoal
Harbour or Clarenville.

Milton shares some community services with the ad­
joining community of George's Brook. It is also the
horne of Milton Fiberglass, Trinity Brick Products (1m)
Limited, and a number of contracting and retail busi­
nesses. Residents also work in Shoal Harbour, Clasen­
ville, or other Trinity Bay communities. ~
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George's Brook
Ancestors of many of today's residents probably

came mainly from the f Ian!'s Harbour area, where they
were well established in the early 1800s. Aaron An­
drews was listed as a planter at Hant's Harbour in 1826
before moving to Crocker's Cove before 1833. Henry
Andrews is listed as a planter at Trinity in 1841. John
Bailey was a Trinity fisherman in 1758 and David Bay­
ley was at Bonaventure in 1777. John Chaulk was the
first settler at Bird Island Cove (Elliston) by 1797, and

The old bridge over the broo k 8t George 's Brook

the family was living in Catalina by 1837. The Reverend
William Ellis from County Down, Ireland, was a
Methodist minister in Newfoundland from 1808 and
Elliston became his namesake after his death in 1837.

George lvymy was listed for Trinity in 1757 but had
moved to Eng lish Harbour by 1774, and the family,
with names spelled lvamy. Ivanny or Iveney, was
widespread in Trinity Bay by the early 18OOs. John
Plou gh man was listed for Ship Cove (Port Rexton) in
1816. Levi Stanley and his sons were said to be the first
se ttlers at Red Beach, Ctarenville. Prev ious ly, William
Sta nley was a pla nter at Han t' s Harbour in 1827 and
John Stan ley was a shore man at Bird Island Cove (El­
liston ) in 1841.

The first separate mention of George's Brook was
in the 1884 census, when there we re 45 residents,
mainly Wesleyan, of whom 17 were lumbering . Local
fishermen built two new boats and landed 70 quintals
of cod, two barrels of herring and 16 barrels of caplin
in 1881. There were also four mec hanics listed for the
settlement and they wen.' most likely employed at the
nearby brickyard. 11m'€' Methodist churches were built
at George's Brook in the late 1800s and early 19(X)s.

. .
c. '" ~

George'. Brook vie w

The 1901 population had grown to 74 Wesleyan resi­
dents. including eight lumbermen, seven fisher me n­
farmers and 10 working in other com m un ities. The lo­
cal teacher had 10 of 21 pupils in the Met hodist school,
and a Methodist church had also been built. The
agricultural importance of the area is ind icated by the
209 acres of productive land, and the 1,270 Ibs . of bu t­
ter and 132 Ibs. of wool produced.

Neighboring Flower's Cove had 48 Wesleyan resi­
dents. A 25-ton schooner came back from labrador in
1900 with 300 quintals of cod, but just two quintals
were landed inshore. Cows and sheep yielded 470 Ibs.
of butter and 88 lbs . of wool respectively.

By 1911. George 's Brook had grown to 86 residents
in 13 Methodist families. There were 11 fishermen.
farmers, five laborers, two factory workers and a farm ­
er. Twelve men were employed elsewhere. Sixteen of
the 29 local children were in the one-room Method ist
school. Residents picked 78 gallons of currants and
gooseberries worth a total of $25. Nearby Rower's
Cove had shrunk to 30 residents in five farming an d
fishing families. but no cod land ings we re noted for
1910.

The population remained the same in 1921, and th e
three local sa.....mills end fou r farmers contri bu ted more
to the community's economy than the 10 fishe rmen.
fanners. Five lumbermen used four dogs and 13 horses
to supply the sawmills with 7,OCO logs tha t p roduced
70,OCO board feet of lumber worth $4,500, and farms
produced 11,000 gallons of milk an d 2,OCO lbs. of bu t­
tcr from their 23 dairy catt le. Rower's Cove had re-

Penteco stsl Chur ch , George '. Brook

bounded to 43 residents in six families, with half of
the working men employed outside the settlement. The
flo .....er's Cove sawmill cut 2,£XX) logs and produced
20,1))) board feet of lumber.

By 1935, with the addition of flower's Cove, Ge­
orge's Brook's populahon had doubled to 170 res iden ts
in 33 United and Pentecostal families. Two large
schooners were still going to labrador, and residents
owned 20 horses and 25 beef cattle.

George's Brook is now mainly a dormitory commu­
nit)' for Clarenville, and shares many services with the
neighboring community of Milton. Part of the commu­
nity lies alongside the road to Lethbridge an d Mus­
gravetown. and extends to the intersection with th e
new Discovery Trail link road. ~



Barton
Barton first appeared in the 1901 census as Snook's

Brook. The 45 residents comprised 40 Church of Eng­
land members and five wesleyans. Three schooners
went to Labrador the previous year, and brought back
470 quintals of cod. All but one-a lumbermenc-were
fishermen. Just 11 of the 21 children were in the one­
room Church of England school, along with nine chil­
dren from neighboring settlements.

By 1911, the population had fallen to 41, and now
none of the Bchildren attended school in the local one­
room school. Two vessels went to Labrador and
brought beck 280 quintals of cod.

The Nomenclature Board had changed the name of
Snook's Brook to Barton by 1921, when there were just
20 residents in five Church of England families. Five
men were fishing and farming, with tv...o working in
factories and four employed outside the community.
The local school had just three pupils, The communi­
ty's five cows produced 2,5OJ gallons of milk, and resi­
dents gathered 28 gallons of currants and gooseber­
ries at a dollar a gallon.

Harcou rt
Called Sandy Point until thl' Newfoundland Nomen­

clature Board renamed it Harcourt in 19Q.t, this com­
munity was most likely settled after 1860 by Families
from Trinity and Hant's Harbour. In the early census
reports, it was included in the combined populations
for Smith and Random Sounds. and the most impor­
tant industries were boatbuilding and sav...milling
rather than the fishery,

The first settlers arrived at Sandy Point from other
pa rts of Trinity Bay in the mid-l800~ and included the
Barrett, Bailey, Cooper, Parsons, Strong. Tilley and
White families. Although the names' spelling changed
over the ye.1fs, it is possible to trace the origin of many
famil ies: John Berrett was a constable in the Trinity dis­
trict around 1730and Jacob Barrett was a planter at Ker­
ley's Harbour by 1822.

John Bailey was listed .1S a Trinity fisherman in 1758.
David Bayley [sic] was at Bonaventure in 1m and
James Bailey was at British Harbour by 1831. The Bailey
family also lived at Ireland's Eye, although other mem­
bers of the family stayed at Bonaventure. The Coop­
ers lived at Ireland's Eye until the late 1800s, and the
Coopers at Bluff Head Con' were from Grates Cove.
Philip Parsons was listed for Trinity as early as 1798

l ook ing down the hill In Harcou rt
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A popular picn ic peA: between George's Brook and
Harcourt.

The community remained small by 1935, with 27 resi­
dents in five families, and all eight children were in
school. By 1945, the population was just 14 residents,
and by 1951, the community had been abandoned.

.~

and John Strong was listed for Trinitv Bav in 1767.
Joseph Strong was said to be the first settler of Broad
Cove, Clerenvtlle.

Other families now living in Harcourt can also trace
their roots to different places in Trinity Bay. James Dal­
ton was a planter at Little Catalina in 1841. Joseph
Frampton was at Trinity by 1760. and William Framp­
ton was a p lanter at British Harbour in 1844. \\filliam

DO YOU NEED TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT WORKERS ' COMPENSATION?

Workers' Compensa tion is a ro-taun system which in­
sures employers and workers lor on-the-job injuries.

II you need to know more about the system, how it oper­
ates, me eeoents. the regulations, etc., we can offer
you a Wide selection 01 intormeuon.

• Workers' compensation - An Overview - 28 page
booklel

• Information For Employers _ t6-page booklet

• WOfkers' Handbook on Procedures, Benefits - 31
pages

• "Irs Good Business" - a pamphle! on re­
habilita tion

• "Fishermen and Workers' Compensation" ­
pampttlel

• "Employers and WOfkers' Compensation" ­
pamphlet

• Something to Kno.w About Workers' Compensation
- pamphlet

• How to Request an Appeal Of a Case Review
• Industry C1aSSlhcatlOf't and Assessment Rates
• "II You Get Hun On The Job" - Poster

II you would like an InlOfmatiOn Kit Of quanlities 01 in­
dividual publicahons, contact any of our ctnces.

st . John'. G,..nd Falls Corner 8rootl:

n a.1OOO 489-98 83 639-9960

WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION
of Newfoundland and Labrador



6 • DECKS AWASH

Bethlin y United Chur ch , Harcourt

Proyde was in Trinity Bay by 1766 and John Good year
wa s at Catalina by the mid -I800s. John Will Hayward
wa s a planter at Trinity in 1835, and his famil y ....-as in
the Catalina area in th e mid ·I8(X)s. Stephen Holl owa y
was in Bonavista by 1808, with the Holloway famil y
widespread on the Trinity north shore in the 18fX}s.

Charles Hide was listed for Trinity in 1m, and James
Hyde was a plan ter at Kerley 's Harbour in 1839. Robert
King was listed as a " splitt er and salter" for Trinit y
Bay in 1m, and lived in Old Bonaventure in 1806. The
Pelley famil y was first listed for Hant's Harbour in
1800, and Jose ph Pe lley was listed for Broad Cov e
(Some rset) in 1871. Jean Pike was listed for Trinit y Bay
in 1764, and Joh n Pike was a planter at British Har­
bou r in 1823. Joh n Spurre l was a Trinity fisherman in
1758. His n am e was also spelled Spurdle or Sp urrle
but Spurre ll became the accepted spelli ng in the 18OOs,
with Thom as Spu rre ll listed for O ld Bonaventure in
1815.

Brickmak ing began in Sandy Point even before it was
pe rma ne n tly se ttled . Larry Adams of Harcou rt , who
die d in 1980, claimed the firs t bricks were p rod uce d
in 1832 at Cleme nt's Po int , a t th e wes t end of Sandy
Poin t. Mr . Clement, who opera ted the factory, later
move~ up Smith Sound to Burnt Point and sold out

Duite a hlirvest of wood near Harcourt

to a Mr . March who soon after sold the factory to
Daniel Cameron (1816-1887), from Patrick, Scotland,
perhaps a relative of John Cameron, listed for Catali­
na in 1858.

Daniel Cameron had acquired property in 1862 in
a grant issued by the Newfoundland governor, Sir
Alexander Bannerman. Cameron ran the plant for a
few years and then sold it for 400 pounds sterling to
two brothers, James and Joe Pittman, from England .
Mem bers of the Pittman family had , however, been
living in Tri nity Bay since 1789. Joe then sold out to

his brother wh o died in 1906.
The old English eng ine at the brickyard was replaced

by a Quaker en gin e purchased from H.C. Baird , So n
& Co . of Parkhill. O ntario, befor e the plant was con­
verted to steam power. Jam es' s eldest son , Benjam in,
died in 1921, and the othe r two sons, James, [r ., an d
William , did not cont in ue th e bu siness, choosing in­
stead to work in the lumber woods.

Other famili es moved to Harcourt in th e late 18(X)s,
to look for jobs makin g brick s or lu mbe ring and fish­
ing. and by 1900, Sandy Point had 61 mainl y Methodist
resid ents, most of who m fish ed . A 28-ton schoo ner
brought back 130 qu intals of cod from Labrad or in 1900,
and 240 quintals were caug ht ins ho re, for a tot al value
of $1,350. The.J5 acres of farml and had da iry cattle that
produced 235l bs . of butte r. and sheep that yielded 230
Ibs. of wool.

Somerset
Somerset v. as om' of the larger sclllements on

Sm ith Sound. It was first listed in the 1884 cen­
sus as Broad Cove ....uh 78 mainly Wesleyan res i­
dents, including HI fishermen and six mechan­
ics. The fishermen landed 350 quintals of cod.
two barrels of herring and 25 barrels of capli n
in 1883

By 1901, the 73 residents had built a Methodist
chu rch and a school for .JO pupils. A sm all
schoo ne r landed 100 quintals of cod from
Labrador, and 108 quintals were landed ins hore,
for a to ta l va lue of $1,020. The 23 fisher me n­
fa rmers oversaw the production of 327 Ibs. of
butl er an d 115 lbs. of wool.

Th e pop ulat ion had Increased to 89 by 1911,
but non e of the 21 child ren was in school. The
prev iou s yea r, 2q fishermen-farmers land ed 206
quintals of cod and some herring wor th $1.672,
and resid ent s p icked st rawberries, cu rra n ts,
gooseberries and other sma ll fruits worth a tota l
of $36. Neighboring Foster's Point had 39 Ch urc h
of England and Methodist residents wor king
mainly at fishing and lumbering. The 11
fisher rncn-Iarmcrs there landed 90 quintals of
cod worth $555.

So merset's predominantly Methodist popula­
tio n reached its peak by 1911 (89) and in 1921 it
dropped slightly to 86. Half were fishermen­
farmers and half worked outside Somerset.
Th ree sawmills produced 10,1))) board feet of
lumber , and resid ents picked 108 gallons of cur­
rants and goosebernes at $1 a gallon, along with
p lums. cherries. stra .... berries and blueberries.
Foster' s Point, meanwhile, had gro\\-'n to 5.Jresi­
dents, includin g one mechanic, and 17 of its 20
children w ere in school

By 1935, the combined population of Somer­
set and Foster's Point was 111 mainly United
Church residents. Seven acres had been plant­
ed with straw berries. and residents kept 15
hor ses , 21 cattle and 77 sheep.

Only older residents remember where Somer­
set's boundaries are as it has been considered
part of Ha rcourt since the 19605.
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Uncle Tom Pelley acted as the local "doctor", travel­
ling as far as Brooklyn in Bonavista Bay, and was fcl­
lowed by his nephew, Jimmy Pittman. None of the 20
children included among 70 residents was in school
in 1911, although a teacher was listed for the commu­
n ity. along with 21 fishermen-farmers who took two
schooners to labrador and returned with 120 quintals
of cod . Two inshore vessels landed another 45 quin­
tolls. for a total value of 782. Three sawmills had two
employees who cut 2,000 logs and produced 20,000
board feet of lumber. Local residents picked cherries,
plums, strawberries and blueberries. and 79 gallons of
currants and gooseberries worth a total of $79.

A number of schooners and many smaller boats
went to the Labrador. while the inshore fisherv was
carried out only in small boats . In 1921, Harcourt still
had 70 residents in 15 Methodist families , a church and
a one-room school with 12 pupils. Thirteen fishermen­
farmers landed 71 quintals of cod worth $565 and 11
residents were employed outside the community.

In 1935. there was one business in the community
of 67. Among the 17 families , there were sewn boats,
16 horses. 18 cattle and 94 sheep. lumbering was also
important. Julius Barrett had a sawmill and general
store, and Mrs . George Parsons also ran a store.

By 1966, the population remained steady at 65. later
totals included the larger community of Somerset.
making it difficult to separate the two in terms of popu-
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One 01 two stores in H.rcourt

lauon . Harcourt also shared a church and school with
Somerset. as it was a charge on the Methodist Shoal
Harbour circuit. Kindergarten to Grade -I students at­
tended Harcourt Elementary, Grades 5 to 7 Balbo
Elementary in Shoal Harbour, and Grades 8 to 11
Clarenvtlle Integrated High School.

The completion of a road to Clerenvdle brought an
end to the schooner trade, and Harcourt residen ts be­
came less dependent on local business activi ties. One
dairy farm cont inues to operate but many Harcou rt
residents commute to Oarenville and other Trinity Bay
communities. Fishing and logg ing continue bu t are no
longer major activities ~

Voiceyour
·feelngs.

D60%08 aftermidnight

D35%011 Sunday

D35%off after6 p.m.

CALL LONG DISTANCE e ,';~'a<Ml
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Gin Cove
Gin Cove's name was most Iikelv derived from the

local name for juniper, and there is a Ginpicker Hill
across Smith Sound on Random Island.

Family research shows that the Frampton family set­
tled Gin Cove in 1866. Joseph Frampton was born at
Poole, Dorset, in 1734, and ,had moved to Trinity with
his wife, Jean Haddon, by 1760 when their first son,
William, was born. A daughter, Jean, may have been
born in Lyme Regis, Dorset, in 1763, suggesting the
family did not spend the winter every year. Two more
sons and a second daughter had been born by 1775,
and Joseph had become a planter. He died in 1792and
his wife died in Trouty in 1823. Their two daughters
married Tavernors.

Gin eo." • ."Iew, looking northwards lowards Monroe

Joseph Fram(p)ton was listed for Trinity in 1760 and
William Frampton as a planter at British Harbour in
1844. Robert, the youngest son, moved as a planter
with his wife, Mary, to Old Bonaventure, and their
youngest son, Thomas, was the first Frampton to live
at Cin Cove. Two other sons lived in British Harbour,
and a daughter, Janey, married Ambrose Stone of
Bonaventure. Thomas and his wife Charlotte had three
children, the first two born in 1848 and 1850 when he
was listed as an Old Bonaventure planter. Their third
child was born in 1852in Old Bonaventure where Tho­
mas was shown then to be a fisherman. When
Charlotte died, Thomas married Louisa Butt of Catali­
na. Their first four children were born at Old Bonaven­
ture where Thomas may have been employed by the
Stade Company as captain of the Hames.

In 1866, Thomas and his family moved to Gin Cove,
where Kenneth was born the next year. Thomas died
in 1899 and Louisa in 1908. Their eldest son, Josiah

BoIits awslt the spring at Gin eo." e.

(1858-1938), married Elizabeth Ann Stone of Monroe
and he became a leader in the community. He was a
shipbuilder in the 1890s and the foreman of the com­
mittee responsible for building the first Church of En­
gland church in Gin Cove. The third son, William Tho­
mas (1862·1936), operated the only store in Gin Cove
and captained the schooners, Hettie and Pearl. His
younger brother, Kenneth, later captained the Hettie
and also the A.L. Frampton, served as the sexton of
the Church of England church in White Rock, and had
the only telephone in Gin Cove in 1910.

The sixth son, Edmund (1872·1953), was the most
enterprising of Thomas and Louisa's children. He was
a fisherman until the family connection with the
Labrador fishery ended in 1921, and then carried
freight in a coaster called the Plain Dealer. He decid­
ed to get his carpenter son Daniel to return from Brook­
lyn, New York, to help him build a schooner. With a
loan from Trinity merchant Fred Morris, Edmund and
Daniel built the D.L. T. Frampton, named for the three
brothers, Daniel, Lindo and Ted. It was sold in 1934
to the Crosbie family in Sf. John's and replaced was
by the E.M.A. Frampton, named for Edmund and
Daniel's two oldest children, Mall. and Annie.

Edmund later worked on other boats built in Men­
roe and on the wartime "Splinter Fleet" built at Ctaren­
ville. He cut timber at Angler's Pond where he had
a water-operated mill and also ran a steam-powered
sawmill at Gin Cove.

Daniel followed in his father's footsteps, cutting

St. Alblln's Anglican Cemetery, Gin cove

wood and building boats in the winter and fishing the
Labrador, usually around Iron Bound Islands, with fa­
milies from Bay Roberts. He married Louisa BellePitch­
er of Burgoyne's Cove in 1928and moved to 51.John's
in 1940.

The first mention of Gin Cove is in the 1901 census,
when there were 33 residents, mainly Church of En­
gland, in seven farming, fishing and lumbering fami­
lies. Two schooners went to Labrador and returned
with 380 quintals of cod, while 43 quintals were land­
ed inshore, totalling $1.475. By 1911. the population
had dropped to 30 in five families, with no landings
listed for the nine fishermen-farmers.

Early residents rowed to Trinity or Catalina for sup­
plies until the first local steamer, the Ettie, started a
twice-a-week service around 1912. She was followed
by the Petrel and the Wren. The first car was owned
by Edmund Frampton in the late 19305.Joe Luther was
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Domestic cutting area near Gin Cove

Monroe
The first co lon ist a t Monroe , th en called (Upper)

Rocky Brook, was Hen ry William Stone, a wi ne mer ­
cha nt from Glas tonb ury, So merse t. He had first set­
tled at Job's Cove, 51. John ' s , and then mo ved with
hi s secon d wi fe, Pati en ce Marr from Harbour Grace,
to Old Bona ven tur e, whe re th e famil y had a general
s tore and built boa ts. The family th en moved to (U p­
per) Rocky Brook aro u nd 1870 for tim ber , and th e fa-

Remnants of the past on the be.ch at Monroe

mily, now with seven ch ild ren, owned a s tore. The
older son, Emmanuel, had two sons who owned
schooners. and operated sto res and sawmills. The
Stone's second son, Alfred John , married Emily Framp­
ton from Gin Cove. The remaining five children were
girls.

Henry Stone was listed for Old Bonaventure in 1795
and 1814, and there were other Stones living in Trini­
ty Bay. Thomas Slone was a constable in th e Trin ity
district around 1730, and Robert Stone was in Trin ity
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the mailman, hand-delivering ma il from Geo rge's
Brook to Burgoyne's Cove. George Adams took ove r
the rou te in 1925, followed by his son, Ted. Two sma ll
sawmills were listed . Fish were sold to MacCormack
& Welsh in Catalina and to St. John's merchants, and,
in 1918, the Smith Chipman Company was buying cod
at $18 a quintal. A Church of England school for.J5..40
pupils was built at Gin Cove Head in 1913-students
had previously attended schools in ''''hite Rock and
Monroe.

By 1921, the 36 residents had a 5O-too schooner and
two sawmills which together employed two people.
They sa wed 22,000 board feel of lumber worth $1,060
that year. The local one-room, Church of England
school had 3S pupils including those from Gin Cove
and adjoining rommunihes. A new Church of England
church was built at Gin Cove Head in 1927.

In 1935, the 45 residents had one local business and
a l00-ton schooner was listed for the settlement. The
Newtoundlsnd CJjrt'Ctoryin 1936 noted that a shipyard
employed a carpenter, master shipbuilder and seven
laborers, and 10 of the 13 residents were Framptons.
while 41 people still lived in the community in 1945,
all 00116 had left bv 1951. The last three families moved
10 Harcourt in 1%0.

In the 1970s and 1980s, descendants of earlv fami­
lies began to move back to Gin Cove. Many built su m­
mer cab ins, bUI a few live there yea r round. They all
work in other communities. ~

AlthOugh little farming Is done In the Smith Sound area ,
some In Monroe sti li keep animals.

Bay by 1765. The family built a watermill at Rocky
Brook, had a farm with Jersey cows and also built
schooners for the Labrador fishery. They traded with
merc ha nts in Catalina, and also maintained a prod uc-



This church at Monreo serves both Anglican and United
Church residents.

nve apple, plum and cherry orchard.
Following the Stones were other English families ­

Frampton, Holloway, Sanson and Duffett. Sinclairs
and Reids came from Scotland, and Daltons and Cot­
ters from Ireland. A Lopez arrived from Spain, and the
Luther family from Labrador. Frampton was a ship­
builder and Dalton had a general store.

Families were a mix of Church of England, Methodist
and Roman Catholic, and had moved from other parts
of Trinity Bay. Joseph Fram(p)ton had been listed for
Trinity in 1760, with William Frampton as a planter at
British Harbour in 1844. Mary Cotter was listed for
Catalina in 1822, and [chana Cotter for Riders Harbour
in 1832. James Dalton was a planter at Little Catalina
in 1841, Hugh Duffet(t) was listed for Trinity Bay in
1769, and Charles Duffet(t) was at Catalina in 1811.
Stephen Holloway was in Bonavista by 1808 and the
family was widespread on the Trinity north shore in
the 1800s. The Luther family might have been James
and Silas Lather [sic] listed as Hant's Harbour fisher­
men in 1871. David Read was listed for Trinity Bay in
1766, and Thomas Read occupied a fishing room at
Trinity in 1800. Several Reed and Reid families were
listed for Trinity Bay in the 1800s. Other families ar­
rived later from other parts of Trinity Bay, and most
of Monroe's Upper Rocky Brook original families left.

Manuel Carberry was listed for Turk's Cove in 1800,
Richard Carberry was fishing at British Harbour in
1813, and William Carberry was a planter at Bonaven­
ture in 1831. John Goodyear was at Catalina by the
mid-1800s. James Pelley was first listed for Hant's Har­
bour in 1800, with Joseph and other members of the
Pelley family moving to Broad Cove (Somerset) by
1871. Absalom Phillips was listed for Bonaventure in

Monroe is sparsely populated.

1777 and for Kerleys Harbour in 1779. Matthew Phil­
lips was a planter at British Harbour in 1844, and the
Ryans were at Trinity by 1764 and widespread in Trini­
ty Bay by the mid-1800s.

White Rock
In 1884, White Rock was the largest commu­

nity on Smith Sound with 101 Church ~f Eng­
land, Wesleyan and Roman Catholic residents.
The 29 fishermen-farmers landed 1,365 quintals
of cod, 59 barrels of herring and some salmon
and caplin. Two new schooners and three boats
were built in 1881.

By 1901, the population had dropped to just
49 in eight families, but both the Church of Eng­
land and Methodist Church had built churches
and schools. Four schooners returned from
Labrador with 1,350 quintals of cod, and seven
more quintals were landed inshore. A total of 14
dairy cattle produced 535 lbs. of butter.

There was a general store and a post office in
the early 1900s, as well as a herring factory.
Several sawmills were built between White Rock
and Monroe in the early 1900s, and lumber was
cut for butter tubs and barrels to be sold to Har­
vey's in St. John's. By 1911, one business had
been established, and three vessels continued to
fish off Labrador. They brought back 720 quin­
tals of cod in 1910, in addition to the 115 quin­
tals caught inshore, for a total value of $5,673.
The Methodist school had 12 pupils but the
Church of England school had dosed. Residents
picked 55 gallons of strawberries worth $34.

The first resident Church of England priest
was Hugh Facey, who served at White Rock from
1916-23. The community had 47 residents in
1921, with a clergyman and a merchant listed,
along with two government officials and two fac­
tory workers. The 19 fishermen-farmers landed
40 quintals of cod, and two Labrador schooners
returned with 410 quintals, for a total value of
$2,560. A new Church of England church was
built in 1927. By 1935, the community had in­
creased in size to 72 residents in 17 families with
one business and five boats.

White Rock, like many other communities
around Smith Sound, had been incorporated, by
the 1960s, into Harcourt. Older residents remem­
ber, however, that it was on the border between
Ilarcourt and Monroe.



In 1884, Upper Rocky Brook had 31 Church of En­
gland and Wesleyan residents, among them two
mechanics. The 10 fishermen landed 616 quintals of
cod, 31 barrels of herring and 36 barrels of caplin, and
two boats were built in 1881. By 1901, the 54 residents
included a merchant and two office workers. Some of
the 13 fishermen-fanners travelled on three schoon­
ers to Labrador and returned with 1,350quintals of cod.
Another 195 quintals were landed inshore. for a total
value of 55,946. Fourteen of the 22 children were in
the one-room Church of England school. and there was
a general store and a post office in the early 19OJs.

In 1911, the 61 residents in 11 Church of England
and Methodist families were all connected to the fish­
ery. Three schooners went to Labrador and brought
back 1,550 quintals of cod, while inshore fishermen
landed 80 quintals and some herring, for a total value
of $7,036. The community was renamed Munroe dur-

Waterville

_J
Waterville

Very little has been documented about Waterville
which was listed in early census reports as Daniel's
Cove. Local fishermen landed 198 quintals of cod. two
nerces of salmon and 14 barrels of herring in 1881, and

Clifton
The community listed in the 1869 census as Lower
Rocky Brook was renamed Clifton sometime between

1904 and 1915 by the Nomenclature Board.
As early as 1851, three schooners from Lower Rocky

Brook with 25 aboard fished off Labrador and caught
l.m quintals of cod, and 11 inshore fishermen land-
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ing the First World War.
In 1921, Monroe had 79 residents, including a mer­

chant and one new arrival from England. Two schoon­
ers returned from Labrador with 1,020quintals of cod,
and inshore fishermen landed 50 quintals totalling
SS.976. A local sawmill with three employees produced
55,000 board feet of lumber worth 52,500.

By 1935, the population was 90 in 19 families. Men­
roe had two businesses, a large schooner and two small
schooners. Harry Stone had the first car, a Packard,
in the late 1930s. He also owned a shipyard. where the
last vessel constructed was the Terra Nova. In 1935,
the first United Church church was built in Monroe.

Although recent census reports do not list Smith
Sound communities separately, it is likely Monroe has
not grown significantly in size since the 1950s. Like
most neighboring towns, Monroe's economy depends
on the fortunes of Clarenville. ~

Land and Sea lives - at the home of Grodon Kelly of
Waterville.

in 1884, there were 34 wesleyan and Church of En­
gland residents. By 1901, Darnel's Cove had 36 main­
ly Methodist residents, whose 22-ton schooner
returned from Labrador with 100 quintals of cod, but
inshore fishermen landed just 60 quintals that year.

A decade later, in 1911, there were 29 residents in
five families. and nine fishermen-fanners landed 188
quintals of cod worth $1,165.

The 1921 census listed the settlement as Waterville,
which had 39 residents. including two recent arrivals
from the "Colonies". All 10 children were in school,
and the two sawmills employed. five men to cut 54,000
board feet of lumber worth 52.220. By 1935, there were
30 residents in six families, and two boats were listed.

Even smaller now, Waterville is the last small com­
munity west of the dirt road leading to Clifton and Bur­
goyne's Cove. Its closest ties are with Monroe. ~

ed 68 quintals. In the 1860s, families from Trinity and
other Trinity Bay communities established several near­
by settlements, including adjoining Otter Cove and
Newburn Cove.

In 1884, Lower Rocky Brook had 35 residents, mostly
Church of England. Some 19 men were lumbering and



An old home In CliNon

15 fishermen landed 410 quintals of cod and five bar­
rels of caplin . An 18-ton schooner and two small boats
were built in 1881. Neighboring Otter's Cove had 21
Church of England residents . Their fishermen landed
153 quintals of cod , three barrels of herring and 48 bar­
rels of caplin in 1881. Sprag's and Tythe's (listed at
different times as Tide 's , Tithe 's and Ttpe's) Coves to
the south had a total of 15 residents in two families,
one Church of England and one Wesleyan.

In the late 18(X)s and early 19OOs, lumbering was
more important than fishing . Besides the sawmills,
most got jobs at the nearby slate quarry.

In 1901, Rocky Brook had 35 Church of England and
Methodist residents in seven families. The local one­
room school had 40 pupils, most coming from neigh­
boring communities. Five fishermen-farmers landed 31
quintals of cod worth $111, and four men were lum­
bering. Thirty sheep altogether yielded 121Ibs. of wool.
Adjoining New Burnt Cove had 29 Church of England
residents in seven families.

Two of the six fishermen-farmers listed went to
Labrador in 1900 and brought back 80 quintals of cod.
Combined with the 40 quintals landed inshore, the
value of the fishery amounted to $260. Four of the nine
children went to school in Rocky Brook.

Tythe's Cove had dropped to just one Church of En­
gland family of seven, four of whom were lumbering
and two fishing, but Hodder's (Otter's) Cove had
maintained its population. Hodder's Cove had 35 rest­
dents in six Church of England families , and a 24-ton
schooner returned from Labrador in 1900with 93 qutn­
tals of cod worth $424.

By 1911,Clifton had 34 residents in six families, most
of whom were fishermen . They landed 63 quintals of
cod that year, and three schooners with 15aboard went
to Labrador and caught another 1,550 quintals . The lo­
cal teacher had eight pupils in regular attendance at
school.

Clifton view

New Burnt Cove had 34 residents in eight families,
but the nine fishermen landed just six quintals of cod
in 1910. Tythe's Cove, as it was listed in the census
that year, had increased to three families and 13 rest­
dents, but no landings were noted for the four fisher­
men. Otter's Cove had 32 residents in six families.

In 1921. Oilton had 54 Church of England and Sal­
vation Army residents in 10 families. The three local
sawmills employed eight area residents and cut 2,(0)
board feet of birch, 6,(0) of spruce, and 96,(0) of lum­
ber, valued in total at $2,200.

New Burnt Cove had 42 residents in nine families,
of whom half were fishermen and half were employed
outside the community. No landings were noted for
Clifton in 1910. Otter's Cove had 15 in four families,

Nol • track to be Men in the fresh snow around this broo k
In Clifton. Wood piled at Clifton
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and its sawmill produced 10,000 board feel of lumber.
Tyth e 's Cove had 18 residents in three families, and
its saw m ill was twice as productive .

After the 19205, must abandoned the fishery for the
woods. Family names in 1928 included Barnes, Coop­
er. Duffett , Hookey, Leprew. Moody . Penny and
Roger s, several of whom have since left the area. By
1935, Clifton had 38 residents in 10 families . Local
fishermen owned two dories and three motorboats,
and kept seven hor ses .

New Burnt Co ve had become the largest of the 10­
,,,I settlements with 70 residents in 13 Church of En­
gland famili es. Twenty ch ild ren in school suggested
an arrival of younger families from elsewhere, and lum­
bering and farming appear to have been as important
as fishing. if six horses and 24 sh ee p listed for the set­
tlement are an indication . Otter's Cove w as down to
20 residents in four families, and Tythes Cove had 21

Burgoyne 's Cove
In early census reports. Burgoyne's Cove w as list­

ed as Burgeon 's Cove and Burgum's Cove . lovell in
1871 indi cated it w as a favorite place to catch caplin
in the spring. and there was plenty of timber availa­
ble, and he said it offered much more than the aver­
age settlement around Smith Sound. He wrote: " .. .in
the immediate vicinity slate may be quarried in unlimit­
ed quantities ."

The first slate quarry was begun at Nut Cove and
operated by three Carberry brothers. The Curries from
Wales took over the quarry, and 173.000 slates were
p roduced in Smith Sound in 1868 . It operated at the

PUes of slate , both fin ished end in rou gh state, await ship­
ment from Burgoyne 's Cove.
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in five families . Clifton shared a Church of England
school with New Burnt (listed as Newburn) Cove, and
its church served several communities. Children from
both communities w ent to the school in Clifton which
closed in the 1930s. Students then attended Burgoyne's
Cove elementary school and high schools in Shoal Har­
bour and Clerenville .

J.R. Smallwood 's Encyclopedia reports seven fami­
ly sawmills were operating in 1940. The spring and fall
herring fisheries were important in 1952, the catch salt­
ed and sent to St . John 's. One erew also caught salmon
in the area . Most found jobs fishing, lumbering and
in service industries in Clarenvtlle .

In 1976 the population had dropped to just 61, and
New Burnt Cove had become part of Burgoyne's Cove ,
where the local post office for all these communities
is located. ~

same location, although th e name changed several
times, until it closed in 1909.

lovell listed [ubal and William Carberrv and Levi
Phillips as qualT)'men, and Henry Dibbms. israel Pitch­
er and John Steel as fishermen . While, in 1858, [ubal
was the first Carberry listed in Burgeons Cove . Manuel
Carberry lived at Turk 's Cove in 1800, Richard Carberry
was fishing at British Harbour in 1813, and William
Carberry was a planter at Bonaventure in 1831. The
Phillips family followed a similar pattern of settlement.
Absalom Phillips was listed for Bonaventure in 1m
and Kerley's Harbour in 1779, Matthew Phillips was
a planter at British Harbour in 18-12, and Levi Phillips
was th e first of the family to be listed as a fisherman
in Burgeons Cow in 1855, By 176Q,Richard Pitcher was
in Trin ity Bay, from which the forefathers of menv

~
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Burgoyne '. Cove view

present-day Burgoyne 's Cove families moved .
Richard Anderson, for example, was present in

Trinity Bay as early as 1775, and John Anderson was
a planter at British Harbour in 1820. John Brown was
listed for Kerley 's Ha rbour in 1794, and Ann Brown
was listed as occupying a fishing room at Trinity in
1800.

Fami ly tradition says the first Miller came from

......

A acenk: part 01 the sho re line ne8r Burgoyne's Cove.

Poole , Dorset, to settle at New Bonaventure and then
Trinity . There is a Samuel Miller listed for Trinity Bay
in 1766, and others for Bonaventure and English Har­
bour in the late 17005.

Family tradition also says three Parrott brothers ar­
rived from Poole , Dorset , about 1810, but Matthew Par­
rot was already listed for Trinity Bay in 1766. Three
Penney brothers were said to have arrived from Devon
or Cornwall in the late 17005, and William Penney was
listed for Trinity Bay in 1780 and English Harbour in
1785. William Sievier was listed for Trinity Bay in 1m,
with the family established at Rider 's Harbour by 1782.
The y later moved to British Harbour, where William
was listed in 1842. John Sutton was at Catalina in 1822.
William Walters was a fisherman at Trinity in 1757, and
John Walters was a planter at English Harbour in 1869.
The Wheeler family may have originated from John
and William Wheller listed for Bonavista in 1792-the
name changed to Wheeler the next year .

By 1884, there were 99 residents at Burgoyne's Cove ,
including two from England. Most were Church of En­
gland , but there were six Congregationalists and a
Wesleyan . The 36 fishermen landed 888 quintals of cod ,
27 barrels of herring and 52 barrels of caplin, and two
schooners totalling 55 tons were built in 1881. There
were also 14 me-chanics working at the nearby slate
mines and three farmers. In 1881, 60,00) slates valued
at 100 pounds sterling were manufactured .

By 1901, the population had dropped to 76, consist­
ing of 64 Church of England, nine Methodists, two Sal­
vation Army and a Presbyterian. The 15 fishermen­
farmers landed 105 quintals of ins hore cod, and two
schooners returned from Labrador with just 65 qu in­
tals . Ninety-four acres were being farmed, wit h 10
cows pro ducing 534lbs. of butte r, and 71 sheep yield­
ing 207 lbs. of woo l. There was also a mechan ic an d
two lumbermen, and 16 of the 24 chi ldre n regu larly
attended the Ch urc h of England schoo l.

The neig hbori ng community of Slate Quarry had 23
resi dents, and all but three we re listed as me-chan ics.
Of the 23, just one was born in Newfoundland.
Although 18 we re listed as from England, they were

Burgoyne '. Cove .. perched on 8 hillat the end 01the r08d
on the north side 01 Sm ith Sound.

more likely from Wales; one was from Ireland and
three came from elsewhere. The unusual mix of 13
Methodists, three Salvation Army, two Church of En­
gland, two Roman Catholics, two Presbyterians and
one Baptist underscored the transient nature of such
a mining community.

In 1911, 78 residents in 15 families which were by
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th en Ch urch of England for the most par t, included
13 fishe rmen-farmers, four teach er s, th ree fanner s, a
mech anic and a lumberman. Fishing, loggin g and
farm ing were the main occu pations, and William Sut ­
ton and Iabez Carberry h ad a wa ter-powered sawmill .
A total of 305 qu intal s of cod were lande d in 1910 and
res idents picked 37 gallons of cu rran ts and goosebe r­
ries worth a total of S12. The Church of England school
had 60 pupils , 24 from Burgoyn e' s Co ve and the rest
from neighboring se tt lements, thanks to a road which
had bee n built from George' s Brook .

By 1921, the population had dropped to 54. The fish ­
ery was insufficient to sho w an y landings in 1920, and
the ownership of 10 horses indicates lumbering had
likely become the primary industry. Five farmers were
listed , along with four fishermen, two government em­
ployees and two factory workers. The local sawmill ern­
ployed two men and cut 20,000 board feet of lu mber

in 1920. Local resid ents ga thered be rries and small
fruit s wo rth a total of $43.

By 1935, the commu nity was bac k up to 70 residents
in 18 families. Toget he r they ov...ne d o ne d ory and
seven motor boat s, and kept 10 horses an d 54 shee p.
Fish and lum be r were sold bv a loca l merch ant and all
12 ch ildre n were in school. -

A road to Clarerwill e ,..'as completed in the late 1960s,
whic h resulted in th e resettl emen t of Pope's Har bour,
Defbv's Cov e, British Harbour and Kerfev's Harbour,
situated between Bur go yn e ' s Cove- and New
Bona venture.

Three saw m ills were ope rating in 1981, with th e
sawn lumber sent to Bay Robert s . Five families fished
that year but most residents work ed in Cia renville.
Ch ild ren from Clifton attended the Burgoyne 's Cove
elementary school but high school stud en ts were and
continue to be bused to Clarenvtlle . ~
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the area today
Millon
Marguerite Adams

The lady in the brick house

Marguerite . with pictures of her three grandchildren. larry, leanne and lynene

Before Marguerite Adams' hus­
band, Lawrence, passed away 10
yea rs ago, the two spent their su m­
mers loo kin g through cemeteries,
resear ch ing Lawrence's his tor y of
Milton and its orig ina l se tt lers. Now
th at Lawrence is gone, Margu erit e
says she doesn ' t have mu ch int erest
in pu rsuing it furt her , bu t she
safeguards his wor k and doe sn 't
hesitate to share it with anyone see k­
ing informa tion.

"Laurie had arthritis, and he
could n't get abo ut very we ll, so I'd
have to go with him to the grave­
yards and loo k at the hea dstones.
I' ve been in more graveyards th an
anyo ne else in Newfou nd land,"
declares Marguerite, her tone prov­
ing she didn't regret even a moment
of the searching.

" He d id a lot of writ ing , includ­
ing a history of brickmaking-he
worked at the brickyard here in Mil­
ton in summer. That's why our
house is done with bricks, although
Newfoundland isn 't the best p lace
for them; it's too frosty and the
bricks heave . He also went logging
in winter, " she continues.

" He was always digging things
up. He thought some time he migh t
fix his writing up better, bu t he
didn 't get a chance. I th ink he was
happy w ith what he 'd done. a nd
quite a few yo ung people have come

here to get their family histories, an d
at least so me of it is in the Claron­
ville libra ry, " she says.

An Adams bef or e she marri ed ,
Margu erite was a member of another
branch of a famil y started by th e
original settlers of Milton . In his, "A
brief history of th e Adams famil y,"

Marguerite's home.
as you might
expect, was built
with bricks from
the brlcky.rd
where her husbllnd
worked.

Law re nce maintained the fami ly
ca me o rig inally from England. He
discovered that Thomas Adams was
buried in th e Church of England
ce metery in Bonavista in 1729 when
he was just 26. " I remember seeing
that one in particular. " says
Marguerite .

Thomas died young. but he was
married and had ch ild re n . wtlliarn,
most likely a grandson of Thomas's,
moved to Old Perlican and became
a fisherman with William Bursey.
William married Charity Strong. a
member of the first Strong family in
Cla renville, and they became the
grandparents (If Marguerite's father,
Uriah.

" Willia m and Charity were the
first belonging to the Adams fam ily
to settle in Milton , " says Marguerite.
"There was a Green here be fore
th at, Ezekta h, I think, but I don' t
kn o w m u ch about the m."
Lawrence's accou nt sta tes th at Ky's
Brook was nam ed for Ezek iah
Gree n, w ho was called Ky for short.

" They ca me here beca us e of the
goo d tim ber, " says Ma rg ue ri te. " It
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Marguerite manages to stay active
herself, in spite of a touch of angi­
na. "l can't walk up hills, but I like
to walk in summer." She also looks
forward to occasional visits from her
only son, Wesley, who lives in Hali­
fax, and her grandchildren, leanne,
lynette and larry. And with a car
outside her door, she doesn't hesi­
tate to drop in on friends and fami­
ly for the odd game of Scrabble.

"I've had mv licence since '51. I
don't remember why I got it, but I
was interested, we had the car, and
laurie couldn't get around on his
own very well. And I ha ..-e my
snowshoes. I got them out yesterday
because I had a meeting at a neigh­
bor's and the snow was right up to
the fence. Then at the last minute the
plow carne and cleared out my drive­
way so I didn't need them."

Relying on a contractor to dear the
5O-yard, gravel driveway leading to
her large, two-storey brick house,
she can't always hop in her car and
go whenever she pleases, but she
says compared to the days when she
had to walk to the railway station
and catch a train to Clerenville jus t
to buy ,1 can of paint, she has it easy.
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body does that now, The last farm­
er was Fred Adams, and he died last
vear. He was an old man, but he car­
~ied on working righ t up into his
70,...,_, "'\

had never been touched, and was
especially good fur the masts of
schooners. They went back in spring
at first, but eventually they stayed."

As fur Marguerite's personal
memories of Milton, they go back to
her own childhood, and at 76, she
remembers plenty. "We used to
walk to school down in George's
Brook," she recalls. "We missed
quite a few days, too, because in
stormy weather. we'd have to wait
for the train to come and clear the
track-there W,lS no such thing as a
plow then.

"There's no landmark where the
old school used to be. but it was on
a hill just past Blackmore's shop, be­
side a lillie pond. The white-and­
green building on the main road was
the new school, but that closed and
it's a community hall now."

Marguerite !><lYS for many years
most of the people in Millon de­
pended on the brickyard or the
woods for their livelihood. "Before
the brickyard it was all sawmills. Un­
de Arch Adams, Israel Adams, Wil­
liam K. Adams, Uriah Adams,
Herve Adams and then, later on,
Ted Adams, all had mills here over
the years."

After the mills began to dose
down, some found work with the
railway, then, after the road came
through, they began accepting jobs
in Clerenvrlle. "The early people
used to farm up here, too, but no-
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Trinity Brick Products (1972) limited

An uncertain future

Part 01 the Inventory 01 brick. waiting to go to meraet.

In one form or another, the Mil­
ton brickyard has been a feature
alongside Smith Sound since 1885.
Now, its future is clouded in doubt
because of the recession and compe­
tition from the mainland. It's the first
time since the 1970s that the brick­
works will not open as anticipated
in May.

The owner of Trinity Brick
Products (1972) Limited, Tom Hick­
man, leaves no doubt as to why the
plant remains closed .

"It's a matter of the provindal
government not enforcing their lo­
cal preference policy," he states.
"Every time bricks are shipped in
from outside, Newfoundlanders lose
work. "

The problem does not relate to
costs. In fact, Newfoundland bricks
cost seven per cent less than the
bricks produced by Shaw's Limited
in Nova Scotia. Unfortunately, local
raw materials restrict the color and
style of brick that can be produced
at the Milton plant, and contractors
and school boards prefer the beige
Shaw bricks.

The brickyard's supply of raw
material is assured and, in the past,
the company supplied brick for the

O.vld St.nley 01

Trinity Brick

Products (19721
Limited

Confederation Building Annex, for
Clarenville's hospital and for a num­
ber of other new government build ­
ings. Because of the competition
from the mainland, especially in
school construction, that's not hap­
pening now,

In all there's an inventory of a mil­
lion bricks and no immediate possi­
bility of moving them. The provin­
cial government is re-examining the

Public Tendering Act to see if it can
offer protection to the company's
market . In the meantime, every
lOO,CXXJ bricks remaining unsold me­
ans the loss of a week's work for 40
people and less likelihood of the
plant's reopening.

" It' s frustrating both for me, and
also for those who are being forced
into unemployment. " Tom says.
" It' s our tax dollars that have been
buying Shaw bricks."

Those who feel the pinch immedi­
ately are the brickyard 's employees.
David Stanley of George's Brook has
been with the company for 17 years,
the last eight as plant manager. Af­
ter attending high school in Claren­
ville, he worked at a local gas station
for two years. He then married his
" hometow n sweetheart", Louise,
moved to Alberta and took first-year
education at the Canadian Union
College at Lacombe just outside
Edmonton.

" Two of our three children were
born here in Newfoundland, and
our oldest daughter wouldn't
remember Alberta because she was
just two when we left," David ex­
plains. He had wanted to be a
teacher but had discovered that
wasn't for him.

"I had been working on the main­
land and we returned home for the
holidays," he recalls. "Louise was
homesick for here and I decided it
was time to put down roots. The
plant had just reopened and I ap­
plied for a full-time job, my first
since finishing school. "



The job rene w ed a famil y connec­
tion to the brickyard -his fathe r
w orked at th e plant fro m th e age of
nine. " My own boy is 10 yea rs o ld
and I ca n' t ima gine him w orking at
the shal e min e, " David admi ts.
Although David 's father left to work
on the base in Gander , o the r em ­
ployees sta yed at th e br ickyar d . For
instance, Merril Stanley retired last
summe r after SOvear s. and Ed ison
Ploughman has put in 47 years.

That adds up to years of hard toil,
according to David. " People wor ked
hard , stackin g 100bricks at a time on
a wheelbarrow and then loading it
onto a schooner by hand . And the
old kilns were along the rail line and
were filled by hand. "

David ha s a folder of documents
relating to the operation . including
a ship's title that shows Charles and
Malcolm Pell y [sic), operating as C.
&. M. Pelly Limited , had two schoo n­
ers , including the 60-£1. Altruist

Tbere've been qu ite a few changes
in the plan t, es pecially in the last five
veers. Befor e the $3-million 1985
~odemi.Lation, th e plan t had o per ­
ated under th e same bas ic work sys-­
tern and with so me of the sa me
machinery used by th e previou s
o wners prior to 1972. The plant was
producing 1O,(XX) to 12,tXXl bricks a
day , and thi s was raised in two
stages to 17,(XX).

The variety of bricks offered has
also increased, although the basic
raw materials remain the local clay
and water . The brickyard actuall y
uses shale [compressed clay) from
th e original ope n- pit mint" on Ran­
dom Island , which imposes limits.

" Its natural color is red and we
add mangane se dio xides to get the
brown variati on -thai' s th e o nly
thing w e import , " David explains.
" O ur an tique style bricks also come
in the two colors and we have
veneer bricks , too . Scanex brown
and red brick s are very popular .
We're busy most years to Christmas,
with most being special orde rs,
although we do build up an inven ­
tory for small orders. "

The company was hoping for a
spinoff from Hibernia, and from a
fair amount of new construction be­
ing planned. The new RCMP build­
ing in St. John's is supposed to be
mainly brick, and several schools art"
planned, including one in Catalina
and another in Bay Roberts , but , un ­
til orders come in, the plant will re­
main d osed . Even small orders hav e
been slow .
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The story of "Pelley" bricks
Larry Adams. who wo rked at the Milton brickyard for 46 years from

1925 to 1971. "rote in The Peeker that da~ deposits \\ ere discovered
around Smith and Random Sounds as early as the 1820s bv immigrants
from England" ho knew about brickmaking A Wiseman from Bell Is­
land did make bricks b) hand close to the present brickyard and took
them back to Bell Island m 1832, the same year that the operation at C1e­
meat's Point was started. Indeed, the October 1832 issue of The Royal
Caeetrecamed his ad ..ertisernent of 14,000 bricks for sale on Bell Isla;"d.

The Milton brickyard, Itself, goes back more than 100..ears to the da~ s
when Charles Pelley and his brother, Malcolm, sta rted brickmaking in
1886. At that time Charles ne phew, Malcolm, born in George's Brook,
was a young boy of nine but he wro te that the operation used "an emp­
ty mo lasses pu ncheon for a pug mill and a sturdy Newfoundland horse
for powe r" unt il the horse was replaced by a Sheppard engine, followed.
around 1901, by a Monarch eng ine in use unt il 1924.

Not that Pelleys was the on ly brickyard in the area. Several quarries
were set up on Ran do m Island where clay deposits were extensive. Just
befo re the SI. John ' s fire of 1892, a St. John's company of merchants
and contractors started the Newfoundland Brick & Tile Co. with a Mr.
Redmond from Quebec es manager. Ill' was followed by a Mr. Silwood.
and later a Mr. Craven, both from England. The company closed be­
cause of poor clay quality.

Larry Adams joined Pellevs in 1925, but his lather's employment there
had prepared him for the work many years before. As he wrote in The
PdcJ,.et, "Mv Dad worked in the bnckverd and when he came home in
the evenings he would remove his ~ts by the door, and after supper
I. as a lad, would go out and scrape all the clay from his boots. rmx it
and mould it in the old Sea Dog match box as mmrature bricks and dry
them in the sun. That "as the first of my bnckmakmg."

The Pelleys had two kilns fired with wood cut along Shoal Harbour
River, and the operat ion continued with few changes for 2S years until
Larry and Malcolm's sun, John, we re offered a partnership by Malco lm
Pelley so that he could retire fro m active pa rtic ipation in the business.

By the 1950s, the Pelle y br ickyard was the o nly brick company left in
Newfou ndla nd. An Arn old Creager mac hine WilS s till bei ng us ed an d
wood provided the fuel un til a conversion to oil in 1951, A cha nge was
then made from ol soft mud to a semi-dry process in 1'153, followed by
a sw itch to shale and a dry process in 1954, and. a year later, a diesel
engine was in operation

The plant used "brick cars" to take the raw bricks to the English­
designed railroad tunnel built in 1956 at a cost of S200,(XX). The 275·fl.
long kiln had a maximum temperature of 2,(XX)F which required ISOlitre'S
of furnace oil an hour to keep it going. The plant could handle 12 cars
(each holding 1,146 bricks per firing).

Pelley bricks were so ld throughout i\'e" found land and used for pub­
lic buildings and homes. The distinctiv e red color can still be seen in
many public buildmgs, but the tendency of the bricks to crumble in the
extreme fluctuations of Newfoundland's weather slowed down sales.
In 1%5, the Pelley family sold 51% of the company shares to L.E. Shaw
Limited of Nova Sco tia, now its most active competitor, but a slowdown
in markets closed the brickyard in 1970.

It was purchased, in 1971, by Jack Green, a St. John's masonry and
building con tractor. He and To m Hickman became partners in 1980,
altho ugh Tom H ickman is now the sole proprietor. By 1985, Trinity Brick
Products (1972) Limited had 12 permanent and as many as 180 seasonal
workers, and th e plant p rod uce d four million bricks of 12 differen t de­
signs each year. The compa ny's bricks we re used for buildi ngs at Memori­
al Un iversity, the Arts and Cult ure Ce ntre in S1. John's, the Marine In­
stitute and the Confederation Building Annex where angle-cut bricks
were used for the first time . A 1985 expansion, funded in part by a

SOO,(XX) DRlE (Department of Regiona l and Ind ustrial Expansion) grant.
cost $1.3 million and \\as designed to increase plant capacity. ~



The Trinity Bric k Products (1972) limited plant at Milton

"House contractors tend to shy tion time is longer," David explains,
away from brick because construe- " although there are parts of Ontario

Hubert Stringer

Versatility in fiberglass

Hubert and Oliver String er 01 Milton Fibergla..

Hubert Stringer of Milton admits struction sites into the mid·l970s.
to having celebrated his 65th birth- But now he's helping produce fiber­
day in December, and to having glass boats , quite a departure from
been born in Duxbury, Ma s- what he 'd worked at before.
sachusetts, where his family had " But my interest in boats goes
moved , but he has solid Newfound- back to 1947 when I worked with
land roots . Captain Henry Stone in Monroe,"

"My mother's from Harcourt and Hubert poin ts out. "One of the boats
my father's from Little Hearts Ease," I wor ked on was th e Norma & Gla­
he notes, "although they met in dye, along wit h her sister ship, the
Boston . I lived in Little Hearts Ease Sid & Sam. Every piece of timber on
until I was nine when we came here the No rma & Gladys went th rough
to Milton ." my hands. Those two we re th e last

Hubert had been a truck driver fishing schooners bui lt, and fine
most of his working life, 18 years boats they were , too . The Sid & Sam
with Imperial Oil delivering oil wi· was sold to a family of Butts from
thin a 6O-mile radius of Clerenvtlle Flat Island , Bonavista Bay, but I
and then driving tractors on con- don 't know much about how she

where brick constru ction is man da,
tory to offer better fire protection.
People tend not to use bricks for
chimneys now because fireplaces are
no longer common and people don' t
want the extra cost."

There are slate depo sits in the
area , too, and David fields lots of
telephone calls about th em . " The
operation of the slate qua rries is de­
pend ent on markets just like us, so
winter is not a good time to be talk.
ing about operational start -ups . We
were hoping to restart in May."

In fact, a news item a few days
late r confi rms that Trinit y Brick
Products (1972)Limited will delay its
start-u p for an indefinite period , yet
another sign the recession is hill ing
hardest in rural Newfoundland.~

was used ." The Norms & Glad ys
was later used as a travellin g muse ­
urn by the Newfoundland govern­
ment and was lost at sea off
Labrador en route to a new owner.

Hubert recalls the last boat s built
at Stone's in Monroe were two
diesel-powered steamers, the Linda
Mae and the Lady MacDon"Jld. Af­
ter that, boats we re built at the
C1arenv ille sh ipyard.

" Although my job was with
trucks, my mind was still on boats. "
Hubert contin ues. Fiberglass had
been quite popu lar and the nea rest
builder was Nelda Marine in Argen ­
tia, so he figured there would be a
market and started Milton Fiber­
glass . A few other boatbuilders start ­
ed later , the nea rest being Russell
Bishop in Hatchet Cove.

" When I started up , the first boats
were built from an 18-fool mould .
We then went to a 23-foot boat and
later found the 2O-footsize sold well.
We build fishing and pleasure boats.
both inboard and outboard, and do
the tops , too. Most people go with
the standard boat as any changes
cost extra. There's no quiet time of
year , we 're righ t busy all the way
and started two eight-hour shifts
Monday morn ing. You'll find us
ope n 8-12 every day with six.on each
sh ift."

All 12 emp loyees are from the
regio n, one from Lethbridge, one
from Bunyan 's Cove , another from
Dunfield near Trinity , and the others
come from the Smith Sound - Ran­
dom Island area . Hubert and his



Roger Avery 01 Weybridge 8ppliH lhe finishing louches 10 8 new libftrg lus ecet.

wife , Millicent , a native of Milton ,
have two sons : Wavne, who worked
with Hubert for Imperial Oil, now
works for Irving Oil at its Clarenville
p lant , and O liver works for Millon
Fiberg lass.

Busin ess has bee n steady eno ugh
for an extension to the bui lding to ac­
commodate the fan and more work­
ing space . The ma in section has a
2O-foot ceiling, so the company can

produce fairly large boats year
round, although most deck work is
done outdoors using a portable
building and a mobile (few.

Milton Fiber glass has worked on
some glass-en-wood boats as wel l as
fiber glass boa ts; no ne theless. boat­
bu ilding is not th e larges t part of the
busi ness. Th e company also builds
septic tank s, s leds for skidoos,
maintenance-free front and back

DECKS AWASH - 21

steps. all-weather covers for Ne w­
foundland Power work baskets, and ,
recently, ambulance tops.

Hubert talks enthusiastically about
his p roducts. " O ur skidoo sleds are
muc h sturdier than any thing in
wood and almost indestruc tib le,"
Hubert exp lains as one is built u p
from a mould . "The house steps are
connected bv two brackets to the
house, and just stringing a light bu lb
will keep them icefree. All the New­
found land Power baskets at Claren­
ville and throughout most of the Bu­
rin and Bonavista Penins u las now
have our weather-protective cove rs,
and you' ll see some in 51. John 's,
too. With the ambu lance cove rs, as
with boats, we can put lette ring righ t
into the fiberg lass , which mea ns the
name will stay on. We 've also
repaired quite a few skidoo
bonnets. "

Not everything is rosy , though.
The imposition of the CST has made
a big diffe rence to the company be­
cause it has to pay the tax on every­
thing it pur chases even if th e buyer
of the boat doesn' t, as in th e case of
fisher men.

" Tha t ' s quite a bi t o n a
S2.'i,OOO-plusboat like this one for it

Decks Awash
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buyer in st. Anthony," Hubert says.
"We won't get the tax back until af-

Darrell Harri s of
Lethbrid ge and
Tony Faulkner of
Snook's Harbou r
work on a
new boat.

ter the end of March which means
tying up working capital. It' s a big

burden on all boatbuilders and
something we'll be discussing with
our MP, Fred Mifflin. In the past, we
didn't have to pay any tax on resin
and mats from the Halifax supplier,
but now we 're billed for GsT o n
purchases of S30,OClO-plus a month.
The previous method was working
fine, but this expense is just too
mu ch for a small company to bear.
An 8,(0) box of screws costs us S8(X}

and we have to pay GsT on top of
that. It's a problem, all right. "

Taxes aside , Hubert likes his work
and the freedom it gives him to en­
joy the area , which he has watched
gro w over the years.

" Th is is a growth area and would
be even without a town the size of
Clarenville, although you can trace
so me new families to the hospital
there . There 's plenty of employment
and lots of services, and it's plenty
close enough to St. John 's . It's a per­
fect place to live . Ask the retired
Mounties-several stayed on afte r
retirement and, in fact , some too k
early retiremen t so they wou ldn't
have to move ."

Glenda and Ivan Penney

When hard work finally pays off
Ivan Penney started Penney's

Transport Ltd. in 1963 wit h one
single-ax le truck. He move d up to a
tandem and fina lly, a tractor traile r.
After 28 years of ha rd work, and, ac­
cording to his wife, G lenda, times
when the ir two children didn't know
they had a dad , the Penneys are
looking forward to an early retire­
ment. At last, the long ho urs on
rough roads have paid off.

Born in Milton , Glenda married
Ivan, a Lethbridge native, in 1965.
They were determined from the be­
ginning to make something of
themselves-by themselves. " We
never went to our parents, although
my father had a store and gas sta­
tion ," says Glenda . " My father
owned the first car in Milton, and
had to get gas to Oarenville by train ,
carry it here in barrels by horse and
cart and hand pump it into the car .
Then Mom became the first woman
in Milton to get her driver's Licence."

Glenda learned from them to rely
on herself, " If we couldn't get it by
ourselves, we decided we 'd do
without it. It wou ld break our hearts

sometimes, Ivan o n the road all
week and repairing trucks all day
Sat urday and Sunday, but we made
it. I remember one nig ht ," she con­
tinues, "when he came in late . His
hands were black wit h grease and
wh ite with frostbite. "

"Whatever anyone needed
hauled, we'd take it, " says Ivan ,
" and a tri p to st. Joh n 's the n too k
a coup le of days."

As soon as the children, Trudy
and Dean . were old enough to be a
little independent, Glenda joined



AI New/oundland Power. we are dedicaled
10 increasing the prosperity ofourprovince and
ourpeople. Andweie proud 01
ouremployees. who conlribute somuch
10 commuO/lies Ihroughoul Newfoundland.

"We tried having brokers [drivers
who own their own trucks] but that
didn't work out, so we own every­
thing no,.... , although each driver
only drives one truck and is respon­
sible for it, " says Glenda.

Building up the business to its cur­
rent status wasn't easy. Huge fuel
hikes, for instance. in the 1970s near­
ly ruined the company, but wit h
each setback the Penneys promised
each other they wouldn't let any­
body put them out of business. They
struggled through the h ard years.
and manage now to spend some
time travelling or enjoying the rau-
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flec'rlc/ly.. .anda 10/more.

The Penn ey. ' business now exclu sively distr ibutes Pepsi products throughout
Newf oundland (pho to cour1esy Penn ey ' , Transpo(1)

IV.lO in the business. "I droVl'.l .-----------------------,
craw ler tractor at the warehouse;"
says Glenda. " I'd go there and shov­
el any time at .111. If Ivan WdSthere,
I'd try to be theft'," That was before
they had people working for them.
and before they could call them­
selves successf~1.

After the Trans-Canada IlighwaV
was completed in 1%.1), Ivan bought
his first tractor trailer. " The" cost
S28,lXXJ, and that was big money
then, I didn 't think I'd live long
enough to poly it off. Now these
two , " he sdyS, pointing to a photo
of two, huge, sleek, grey monsters.
" are SllO,lXXJ and S116,lXXJ, And
that's just for the truck-the trailer
is extra. Right now we have t'ight
tractors and 12 trailers." One of the
trucks, hl' cxplains-c-the OOt' Dean
d nvesc-bas a built -in refrigerator
and microwave, and sleeps two peo­
p le as comfortably as a hotel room.

With just two small trucks visiting
retail stores in the Bonavtsta Penin­
sula area. Penney's became distribu­
tor for Pepsi-Cola. "But it got to be
too much fur me ," savs Glenda . " I
had a sccretarv and ~e'd have to
take stuck every day when the trucks
came in. count rnonev. and so on.
We finally gave up the "smaller trucks
and now we have the contract to dis-
tribute from Browning IIarvey
(Newfoundland bottlers of Pepsi­
Cola) to distributors all over the is­
land." Ivan still drives, Glenda does
the books, and they employ up to 12
men, laying off some of them in the
oft-season.

Penney's covers St. Mary's Bay to
Bay Robe rts, Tw illingate to Bay
d'Espotr. carrying pre-forms (small
plastic bottles that are blown up into
one- and two-litre bottles) from
Nova Scotia to plants in 51. John's
and G rand Falls, and filled bottles to
distributors everywhere.
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lven drove home with the company's two newest t rucks " piggy-back" style (pho­
to courtesty Pe~ney ' s Tren sport)

George 's Brook
Eldred Stanley

A 'new meaning to spring cleaning
If Eldred Stanley sees someth ing

going on in Geo rge's Brook he
doesn't like, he co mpla ins abo u t it­
loudly, bitterly, and at great length .
But he, like many of his neighbors,
isn't just a complainer. He ' s a doer.

When, about 12 years ago, the
community got SKkof the car wrecks
and garbage littering the road
through what should have been a
beautiful town, they clea ned it up;
when they needed a fire de part­
ment, they rebui lt a tr uc k an d start­
ed one; when the cemetery need ed
fixing, they jus t d id it; and th ey ' re
still at it.

A treat ing eng ineer with New­
fou nd land Hard woods Ltd. in
Cla renv tlle for the pa st 3S yea rs-a n
employee of tha t co mpa ny for
46-Eldred be lieves no t do ing as
much as he can for George's Broo k

Studies in Newfoundland Folklore:
Community and Process

COllS company of two enormou
puppies: Nicky, a Samoyed, an d
Chinook, a Shepherd-Husky cross.
Those dogs have it easier, though,
than those owned by Glenda's
father. She doesn't remember much
about his work, but she's been told
stories of how he wo rked in the
woods with his dog team. We re he
alive today, he might even scoff at
the complaint.. about spend ing so
much time in a truck complete wi th
microwave and refriger ator.

Gt f'Q1dThonuulj.DA . Widdowson. EdiWI"J

A celebration of the com ing of age of Memo rial
Universiry'sDeputrnent of Folklore , and incorpol1lling
extensive fte ldwork in the oral lradition of lhe province ,
this collection of essays provides a uniq ue record of the
life a nd lTad it io n s o f Newfou nd la nd e rs a nd
Labradorians. Thema tically united in their study of
community development, the essays in this vo lume
focus on the dynamic and crea tive process of chan ge.
which is cen tral to folklore ilself .

Availl blein l une
Canadl '.Folktore/Folkl ifeScries

ISBN t-j S08l -03j -9
$24.9jp*per

BREAKWATER
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Milton _ George'. Broo k cemetery. George 's Broo k

MARINE
PROTECTION

I,Kk of a fire department for th eir
area. " We went to Valleyfteld."
Eldred recalls, " an d bought an old
truck , stood the expense of bringing
her down ourselves. We stripped
her right to the chassis, rented sand­
blasters and did her top to bottom.
We brought in a body man who
painted it, and the RCMP and Few ­
e r' s Ambulance donated some
light s. Then firemen from Clarenville
came down and taught us how to
run a fire department . when they
w alked in and sa, ..· the truck, they
couldn 't believe it. They said we had
a better truck than they had," he
laughs, pride s.....elling ' an already
broad ch es t.

The next problem they had was
getting a ladder, which cost about
$700. On ce again, everybody w ho
o w ned a truck gathered one
weekend at an area near Terra Nova
which they kne w w as frequen ted by
hunters. " We paid for the ladder on
beer bottles we collected."

Bv this time , Eldred says the
government w as getting nervous be­
cause George's Brook was making
them look bad , managing to do so
much without any help. So the town
accepted a grant and extended th e
fire ha ll to house a second truck, to
provide better service to the commu­
ni tics of George's Broo k and Milton.
" O u r membe r then was Cha rlie
Brett, and he told us one time, if you

When you 're looking for prOtKtk>n from the
salt and sea With a flnlSh that will tat" thf'
contlnous w"ar and t"ar of Marine condi tions
vec're looking for ttl" qualit y of MATCHLESS
paint FOrmulatecl to withstand th" manee
"lemertts. MATCHLESS OCEAN MARINE PA INT
and SUPER MARINlENAMEL wlM gIn your coat
ere lOng lastIng durabl" flnlSh rf'qLlIrecl for
protKtton. You r MATCHLESS a" a ler nas al your
marine paint products rfOQU6rl!Cl for DEOt:S .
HULLS · BOTTOMS

MARITIME Quality fOr MARINE conditions.
~ATCHlISS PAINTS

them up , and 178 ....reeks
hauled to the dump.

" Th en, one wee kend, all of us
who had a tru ck went along the
s id es of the reeds picking up gar ­
bage. we had a cro wd by the
ch u rch, another one down here by
us , two or three on the branch road .
and so on. In the evening, we drove
through the community and it
would give you a breath of relid­
what a sight. Out by the church
alone, w e got 37 bags , and when WI.'

were done, there wasn't a thing to
sec, " he says pro ud ly .

The next pro ject they took o n was

ing and coopering, too . but that's
gone. And fur fun , well , years ago ,
you made your own fun . You 'd look
forward to a Christmas concert in
what used to be the school here.
When I was a boy there wa s no
stadium, and w hen the harbor
wou ld freeze over, we 'd all be out
on the ice . There aren't too many
kids down on the harbor anymore. "
he says, his tone jus t a shade .KCUS­
Ing. as though he 's not quilt' sure a
stad ium in Ctarcnville is an improve­
ment over the harbor .

But times and people change. and
as roads and tra nsportation im­
p roved , George's Brook became less
isolated , with many driving th rough
on their way towards the Bonavista
Pen insul a or fart her cast around
Smit h Sound. And that. says Eldred,
led to their town becominga garbage
du mp for travellers . "I'm going to
give yo u th e truth, " he says, his
broad, square face llpt'n and earnest
as he cont inues slowly and carefully .

" Th is place was getting bad . Peo­
ple didn't seem to value anything
anymore. We became a dump. Peo ­
p le wou ld go to the fast -food pla...-es
and have it eaten by the lime the y
got her e . Then they'd just th row
their garbage out the window s.

"So about 12 yl.'ars ago , a commit­
tee was formed . They asked th e
provincial government for help but
they wouldn 't hear tell of it, so we
went on our own. A fellow here with
a wrecker agreed to help out and we
went around and asked people if
they wo u ld give S5 to have a wreck
towed away, not necessarily people
with wrecks in their yards, but
everybody. They started clearing



Ek:lred end Nell~

Stanley hev. no use
for COs; they prefer
scra tchy record a
played on the ir old
phonog~ph.

mentioned George's Brook at the
Confederation Building, they'd ask
you where it is. Now if you mention
it, everything knows what you' re
talking about. "

The next p roject for the town was
th e non -denominational cemetery.
Bricks were donated by the brick­
yard in Milton and a local maso n
gave his time . " If we 'd contracted
the job, each of the two gates we
built would have cost , (XX)," says
Eldred . " Then we built a little house
for tools , lewnmowers, and so on,

~~~~~,e cemetery is really something

Ilaving fallen recentl y from a trac­
tor trailer , Eldred finds it frustrating
he can' t be as active as he likes with
all so rts of projects. Doctors tell him
he has over-exercised his injured
hand and it might take even longe r
to heal, so Eldred is learning to sit
quietly, slowl y working what looks
like a ball of silly putty between his
huge, calloused fingers , trying to be
patient. It's one of the toughest jobs
he 's ever taken on . ."

Elsie Ivany

Too long coming home
At the age of six, Elsie Ivany Brook, along with its one-room

decided she wanted to be a nurse . school, offered little enco uragement
But her hometown of Geo rge's or hope of that dr eam ever coming

true .
" I went to school for the first tim e

when I was 14," Elsie recalls. "I was
in Grade 1 one day, Gra de 2 th e
next, and by the end of my firs t
week I had reached Gra de 3. By the
end of the month, I was in Grade 4."

When she was 15 she boarded a
train for 51. John 's to live and wor k
for friends of her mother wh ile she
went to school at night. " It was
1948, and after I left George's Brook,
the railway workers went on stri ke.
J was young, and I didn't under­
stand anything. I thought I'd never
get back home. I was keeping house
and babysitting for the people I was
staying with in st. John 's , and they
never wanted me to leave , so I was
a long time away before I saw my fa­
milyagain ."

She worked at several part-time
jobs, including bab ysitting and with
a printing company, and attended
school at night. " Joey Smallwood
gave me my Grade 8 diploma at the
Memorial ca m pu s on Parade
Street." She finall y finished high
school through night courses and be­
came , in those years , deeply in­
volved with the Salvation Army, ac­
cepted a post as secretary to the
director of nursing at the Waterford
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