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Editorial

We're back. And we're here to stay. Memorial University published

Decks Awash for 23 years, and in a message that said both “hello” and

“goodbye” to subscribers, newly appointed president Dr. Anhur May
said, “By po ying the diverse lifestyles of N dl and
Labradorians, the magazine has, in effect, been a mirror in which we could
see ourselves. The issues and concerns of rural people and urban people
were reflected to each other, as were those facing the province as a whole.
In so doing, Decks Awash has served to promote greater understanding
among the regions of this province.”

To those of us who worked on Decks Awash, he added, “On behalf of
Memorial, | thank you for a job well done.”

We appreciate the university’s devotion to Decks Awash over the
years, and its regret at discontinuing its funding, but we have to disagree
with Dr. May. Our job is not done.

“We" are Roger Burrows, who travelled to every corner of
Newfoundland for the past eight years and wrote for Decks Awash about
the people and places he encountered, and me, Cynthia Stone. After just
three short years, | knew there was something in this little magazine
worth saving.

Of course, Decks Awash will change some. Now it’s up to you, our
subscribers, to help keep us alive and well. More pictures and larger,
easier-to-read print are part of our fresh new look. Entire issues may not
be devoted to particular areas. Rather, we'll focus on individuals
wherever we find them, and historical events that shaped our existence
here. But Decks Awash will still be dedicated to Newfoundlanders.
Wherever and however they live.

This first issue will look back over the past 23 years, talking to some of
the people featured in the magazine, those who did the writing and
editing, and even some who filmed Decks Awash when it was a television
series. While we visited as many of them as we could, we wish it could
have been every person who ever worked on Decks Awash. We apologize
in advance for havmg to leave some of you out. And, we may wallow a
little in about the ’s start. |
regret deeply, however, that the last editor at Memorial, Sally Lou
LeMessurier, declined our request for an interview. She expressed her
wish for a clean break with the and given her dedi to it
for more than 10 years, I can understand her reluctance to discuss what
must seem to her the death of a close friend.

We'd rather think of it, instead, as growing up and leaving the nest,
trying to fly on our own, held aloft, we hope, by your support.

See you again soon. In coming issues, we talk to a yonng kinesiologist
domg 11 g d work with ph Ly chall
and N dland h Lloyd Belbin. Ross
Traverse is back by popular demand with his gardening column, as is The
Pantry, and historical features of interest to all.
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Letters to the Editor

I came to New Brunswick 45
years ago from Torbay, Nfld.,
as a war bride and enjoy
reading anything on Nfld.,
especially Decks Awash.
Kate Cole

Woodstock, N.B.

Decks Awash

So glad Decks Awash didn’t
“die”!

Charlie Phillips

Guelph, Ont.

Very pleased to hear you are
going to continue this
publication. I and my family
enjoy it. Good luck.

James Coffey

Sharon, Ont.

Great! I'm in for two years.
Eugene C. Lamkin, Jr.
Columbus, New Jersey

Congratulations on taking over
Decks Awash. It's a great book.
Alex Bugler

North Sydney, N.S.

My dear and my joy, you are a
blessing in disguise. I thought
we were lost for a while. Thank
you so much. An old boy from

4 . ?5‘8‘ a Grand Falls, but my heart’s still
W’xlm'a%ﬁ on the rock. God Bless!
1150 or FAX 709) e 77, || Walter Seott
m received by Deck Duncan B.C.
Awash may beedited for |
| space and commented on. Decks Awash was an

1f-add d i ing and informative

It brought back

many interesting times visiting
the many places written about
in the magazine. Best of luck in
your endeavour from a fellow
Newfoundlander.

Cyril R. Hanson

St. Eleanors, P.E.L.

I am very pleased that Decks
Awash is to be continued. I
have enjoyed it fully and
learned more about places in
Nfld. than I ever learned in the
Methodist Academy in Brigus,
and we had excellent teachers—
but Decks Awash treats places
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and areas historically and now.
All my best wishes for
continued success.

Rev. Cecil R. Webber
Dartmouth, N.S.

We know_you can do it. Carry
on!

Dr. S.M. Bridger

St. John's

1 will be glad to receive Decks
Awash, being formerly from
Burin. Ienjoy every edition.
Thank you.

Whila Hoban

Sydney, N.S.

Good luck! A suggestion—
don’t dedicate complete issues
to specific locations. Makes it
kind of meaningless to those
not from the region...especially
to St. John's expatriates!
Haven't seen a St. John's item
for years! I'm particularly
interested in history of the
country, (province if we must),
and events.

H. David Chafe

Chagrin Falls, Ohio

Ed. We'll try our best.

I'm delighted to know that
Decks Awash is alive again. I
look forward to receiving the
first issue. I enjoy it so much,
keep up the good work.
Norene Hayward
Downsview, Ont.

Was born and raised in
Newfoundland and would love
to keep Decks Awash coming
my way.

Stella Marshall

Powell Butte, Oregon




I have enjoyed Decks Awash
and still look forward to the
new issues. | was born in
Bonavista, some 70 years ago. |
lived in Harbour Grace and St.
John's many years before
leaving for the US.A., but will
always be a Newfoundlander!
Mary Lockyer Terrel

Largo, Florida

So happy you are continuing
Decks Awash. The link started
years back to keep all
Newfoundlanders, as well as us
transplants in touch with home.
Best wishes for every success in
your new endeavour.

Marie H. Edgar

Vinyard Haven, Massachusetts

Very happy to know that Decks
Awash is not dead. Wishing
yOu every success.

Eldora Boone

Grand Falls-Windsor

Three cheers for you! Way to
go Decks Awash!

C. Simpson

Lewisporte

Congratulations on the
continuing of this wonderful
magazine.

M. Batten

Fort Nelson, N.C.

We were delighted to hear that
Decks Awash will be
continuing through different
channels. Although we have
only subscribed to this since the
New Year, we have both found
it a very informative magazine.
My family is from the Brigus
area and in researching my
family history, I have learned
quite a bit about the history of
the community. I realize how
much work is put into your
focus on a particular
community.

Susan Way
Church Crookham
Fleet

Hants

England

I have thoroughly enjoyed
Decks Awash and felt badly to
hear you would no longer
receive funding to continue.
May the new venture be a great
success. Maybe sometime,
should you write on
Clarenville, you could write a
little about the Italian Armada

Millers Passage, Red Cove—all
resettled areas.

Russell D. Rose,

ex- Jersey Harbour
Dartmouth, N.S.

Just a note to wish you luck. I
am an avid reader of Decks
Awash and learn something
new from every issue about my
island. I was born in Change
Islands in 1918 so I have a lot
of good memories about the
whole area. | hope it goes on

- for many years, (your

magazine that is).

being there years ago when | K. Branton

lived there, my h n. B ille, Ont.

Melvina Rathmell

Lindsay, Ont. So happy to read you will

Ed. Agreat idea! continue to publish Decks
Awash, a great publication.

So glad you rose to the I'm researching my paternal

occasion to continue the and maternal Nfld. ancestors.

publication of the magazi Decks Awash has been a great

so many folks felt sad when it source of information.

stopped. With best wishes for | Rita Atkinson

success. Guelph, Ont.

Mrs. Jean Sooley

Kelligrews 1 was extremely pleased to
receive word that you have

I was very disappointed when taken over the publishing

it was discontinued, but very rights to Decks Awash

glad it has been taken over
again. I have subscribed for
three years and enjoy every
issue, most especially the one
from Grand Bank, Fortune,
Burin and Garnish, as Grand
Bank was my home. Wishing
you success in your new
venture.

Susan Bromer

Halifax, N.S.

Very pleased to hear you are
continuing this most
interesting publication. Please
do an article on the Harbour
Breton, Fortune Bay area as
soon as possible with
particular reference to Jersey
Harbour, Little Bay West,

magazine. | wish you all the
best for a successful and
profitable future. In the recent
past, | received correspondence
from Decks Awash stating that
a story on the Millertown area
of central Newfoundland
would be appearing this
summer. Will that article still
be published? Please find
enclosed a cheque for a two-
year subscription—my sign of
faith in your abilities to
continue delivering a first class
Newfoundland publication!
Darrell J. King

Labrador City

Ed. Sorry, it looks like we won’t
get to Millertown this summer.
But don’t despair—it’s on our
“must visit” list,



I was very pleased to hear that
you will be continuing with
Decks Awash and have
enclosed my cheque for another
two years. Ilook forward to
receiving the first issue, the best
of 23 years of Decks Awash.
Karen Christopher
Scarborough, Ont.

All the very best as you cast off.
Gilbert E. Higgins
Stephenville

In October 1990 I purchased a
subscription to Decks Awash as
a surprise Christmas gift for my
husband. Ido believe the
subscription was the present
appreciated the most.

I cannot tell you how
disappointed we both were
when we found out that the
publication of the magazine
was going to cease. We are
very delighted to see that
somebody has decided to
publish Decks Awash. The
magazine will, [ am sure,
provide again a much wanted
and needed link to
Newfoundland, particularly for
“Newfies” who live in other
parts of Canada. Wishing you
every success.

Ursula King

Kingston, Ont.

Bravo! Bravo! Wonderful
news! Decks Awash is too
important to the history,
sociology and culture of
Newfoundland to go the way
of the 8-track tape! This
represents a continued
contribution to Newfoundland
literature.

G. Waterfield

Aurora, Ont.

Thank you for the years of

enjoyment I received from
reading Decks Awash. I wish
you success in your venture
and truly hope you can keep

Decks Awash alive and vibrant,
Good luck.

J. Hawco

Markham, Ont.
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We Almost Died

But we couldn't let that happen. Because we believe 23
years of Newfoundlanders reading about Newfoundlanders
is worth saving.

Decks Awash was a valued part of Memorial University,
nurtured and supported since its birth in 1968. Now it's time
to stand alone. Sustained by a reputation for truth and
fairness. A dedication to Newfoundland and Labrador. .. and
its people.

Fishermen. Children. Office Workers. Farmers. Librarians.
Nurses. The NEW Decks Awash is for all Newfoundlanders.
A new Face. Fresh Writing. An easier-to-read look. We're sure
you'll like what you see.

But don't take our word for it. Our first issue -- the best of
23 years of Decks Awash -- is being sent to you free.

SUBSCRIBE NOW! Make sure you don't miss a single
issue. Gift subscriptions are also available. A great gift idea!

Send $18* (one year) or $26* (two years), to:
Decks Awash
P.O. Box 9548, Station B
St. John's, NF
A1A 2Y4
Tel.: (709) 364-1150 Fax: (709) 368-7768
* We pay the GST!

Decks Awash




Deck Hands

Television shows grow out
of books, newspapers or
articles every day. A magazine
born of television, however, is a
stranger bird. But that's how
Decks Awash was born.

Nelson Squires

In 1956, Nel Squires worked
for CJON TV, doing any
technical job required, but
mostly he was a cameraman.
He says he spent lots of time at
sea, going out in boats in
summer, dragging along as
much equipment as he could
carry, then coming back to do
the editing on what would be
the first episodes of a new
series called Decks Awash.
“The early ones were very
crude. We started back in the

1950s with silent , in
fact,” says Nel.

Decks Awash was the
brainchild of Memorial
University’s Extension Service.
Jerry Ottenheimer, Des Brown
and Jeff Evans were among
Extension employees who
worked on the show, and Nel
says his own involvement came
as a favor to Evans. “Then,
after 10 years with CJON, I left
and went on my own. I ended
up doing Decks Awash as
director, cameraman, editor—
whatever needed to be done.
Jeff did the interviewing and
wrote the scripts and Harvey
Best did the voice overs.”

The finished products were
aired by NTV at 1:30 Sunday
afternoons, a good time for
fishermen, but when the station
started moving the time slot
around, Nel and his troop got
“fed up and started a new
program, ‘I Can Mind the

“It had to be a proper magazine and come out on a regular basis. Otherwise, what

was the point?” says Susan Sherk

Time".” Besides scheduling
problems, money was scarce
and filming expensive. “Maybe
if we'd had videotape sooner,
we'd still be making Decks
Awash.”

The show was aimed at
fishermen and farmers and a
newsheet soon came out to
accompany the broadcast. The
first printed words, under
Extension director Don
Snowden, were little more than
a transcript.

The last show was aired in
1977, to the best of Nel's
recollection, but he says the
films should all still be available
through Memorial. At 63, he's
retired, and readily admits his
time aboard boats filming for
Decks Awash were among the
best years of his professional
career.

Every new magazine needs
an editor, and when Decks
Awash took to ink and paper,
Susan Sherk, who went to work
on itin 1972, couldn’t wait to
reshape it. And reshape it she
did.

Susan Sherk

“Decks Awash the magazine
started out being just a
transcript of the TV series.
Then Edith Goodridge came
along and took it away from
that, but it was irregular,
coming out once in a while, and
it was in a funny little booklet
form. That's where I came in.”

Susan arrived in
Newfoundland in 1966, lured
by the opportunity to learn and
serve through the Grenfell
Mission in Labrador. A young,
energetic anthropologist, Susan




found a niche in Newfoundland
that fit her just right.

“I was originally from
Boston and I think when I
arrived in St. John's the first
time, it was a place that said
‘home’. This is a province that
has defined boundaries, and
that was my anthropology
background coming out. St.
John's, as a city, is copable, not
too big and not too small. It's
also a place where you can
know a wide variety of people.
In a larger place, you're stuck in
a sector. If you're a lawyer, you
know lawyers. You're always
controlled, whereas here, |
don't have to define myself in a
small sector. I'm equally at
home with the arts community
as with the business
community.”

Susan had no ties here, no
family in Newfoundland, yet
she chose this place to build a
career and a life. A masters
student at Memorial University,
community development
became her passion and going
to luncheon movie showings
was her introduction to work
being carried out by the
Extension Service.

“I was interested in all the
parts that make up a
community, the social, the
justice, and so on, and people
here weren't seeing that.
Anthropological studies were
done and put on shelves. They
weren't getting back to the
people,” says Susan.

The small, fair, idealistic
young woman was invited to
participate in the magazine,
and she saw an opportunity to
really change things.

“Regularity was the most
important thing at first. It had
to be a proper magazine and
come out on a regular basis.
Otherwise, what was the

point?”
Susan put her education to
work for Decks Awash. “1

assistant director George Lee
hired me at first to do research,
writing and community

wanted the mag; tobea
reflection of people’s lives, and
the best way to do that was for
people to read about other
people, not abstract events. It
had to reflect their everyday
lives, be a mirror image of
them, and it had to connect the
whole province, so that people
in Bay d’Espoir could find out
what they shared with people
on the Northern Peninsula.
And we wanted to put it in
context with the historical
perspective.”

She envisioned a grid
system, documenting regions
of the province, then sectors,
such as the fishery or
agriculture, so that every
community was covered twice,
from two perspectives. With
unflagging energy and
devotion, she pushed herself
and everyone who worked
with her to produce.

“I wanted to get it all back to
the people. Extension’s

P work, but when [
eventually took over the
magazine in 1972 I said I would
live and die at Extension. I
adored doing this work.” It
fulfilled all Susan’s needs,
academically and personally,
since one of her goals since
arriving in Newfoundland was
to visit every single
community, a goal she reached
through Decks Awash.

“There was a pattern of life
here and I wanted to see it. The
magazine wasn't a thing of
beauty, it was a workhorse, so
we didn’t have any of the
glossy stuff and I spent most of
my time trying to find money
to pay for it. | was determined
to keep it free at first because
paying for it would mean only
the elite would get it.

“We did six a year, and once
it got in the door, people were
willing to pay for it. I kept
trying to improve the format,
but I had no magazine or

THE
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Former Decks Awash editor Sally Lou LeMessurier (right) with the late Anne

Conway, claimed by former staff to be the best secretary at Memorial

writing background. It was
pure trial and error.”

unexplored territory in
Newfoundland’s economic

When she reached her goal, future. “I think it's fabulous
to document all regions and that Decks Awash is going
sectors of New dland, c cial. It means it won't
Susan believed her job was stop with the university. The

done. Decks Awash had to
grow without her and change
its focus, and she moved on in
1980 to Mobil Oil, where she
did socio-economic research,
explaining to the oil giant how
the petroleum industry would
affect Newfoundland life, and

whole idea of individuals
taking control is the answer, so

a clerk in 1976, watched the
magazine change under their
devoted ministrations.

Hazel Harris

“When one of the people in
Susan’s office left, Janet Oliver
was promoted to secretary and
they had to hire an
intermediate clerk. Iwas the
only clerk at Extension, so it
was a logical step for me. |
didn’t know anything about
magazines but Susan asked me
if I was interested in the job.”

The first task Hazel tackled
was organizing subscriptions.
The magazine was free, but it
still had to be mailed outand a
mailing list maintained.
“When | arrived the
subscriptions were written on
scraps of paper and stuffed in a
drawer. | entered them all on
cards.”

Shortly after Hazel joined
Decks Awash, the university
decided mainland subscribers

Decks Awash's
survival fulfills
everything. This is an
exciting thing to see.”

ln 1976 Sally Lou

laining to Newfoundland ! er became a
what Mobll was doing. researcher writer for
After eight years there, the Royal
Susan was invited to join the Commission on
Economic Recovery Transportation.
Commission. “It was such an When her contract
interesting job I couldn’t turnit | ended, Susan

down. It was all part of a

pattern in my life, everything potential value to the
I've ever done has been ina magazme With
broad-based c y skills

recognized her

would have to pay for the

approach. It's very similar
work to what we did at
Extension; it’s just been cranked
up a notch.”

With the money and power
to put theories into practice,
Susan says there is much

and personahhes,

Hazel Harris left for a better job but she never forgot
the magazine

they worked well
together to refine
Decks Awash, smoothing
rough edges and shaping a
lasting personality. Hazel
Harris, who joined Extension as

8
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“We were
out about 30,000 every two
months, and it cost a lot of
money. [ remember the first
paid subscription we got, $12




for two years. We framed it
and it’s probably still kicking
around the university
somewhere.”

When Hazel arrived,
everything was still done the
hard way. There were few
electronic marvels to make
running a magazine easier.
“Susan and the other writer,
Rick Hayes, would go out on
the road, come back with 50 or
60 tapes between them and
plunk them down on the table
in front of Janet and me. We
transcribed the interviews and
then they’d write the stories on
old manual typewriters. There
were all kinds of errors, with
their handwriting mixed in
where they made adjustments.
We would type them again and
they’d go for editing, then come
back to us. By the time they got
into the magazine, we knew the
stories by heart.”

Hazel remembers all too
well the very worst of those
tapes. “Susan went out on a
boat for a week to do the
offhore fishery issue. She taped
all her interviews on the boat
and when the tapes came back,
you couldn’t hear Susan or the
person she was talking to, just
the engine or a net full of fish
being hauled out of the water.”

After Susan left in 1980, Sally
Lou LeMessurier became editor
but the university was no
longer willing to pay for Decks
Awash. “My son Jeremy had

S

-~
S=Enterprise
NEWFOUNDLAND B LABRADOR

just been born,” says Hazel,
“and | was on maternity leave
when the university pulled the
rug out from under us.” But it
wasn’t long before the public
started complaining that they
didn’t want Decks Awash to
go. The new president of
Memorial, Les Harris, sent out
a letter asking if people were
willing to pay $9 to bring it
back. He agreed to continue
the magazine if it paid for its
own printing and postage.

“We figured we needed
5,000 subscriptions to keep
going. Suddenly, instead of a
handful of letters every day
from the mailroom, we were
getting bagfuls. We couldn’t
believe it. The mailroom
couldn’t believe it, either.”

Decks Awash was back. The
first issue featured Harbour
Grace in the special section,
and a struggle ensued to get
Memorial to permit
advertising, a battle Sally won,
and they managed to maintain
a minimum of 5,000
subscribers.

Hazel remembers, too, the
staff changes over the years,
with the hiring of Lionel Walsh,
Clifford Grinling, Roger
Burrows, Margot Bruce and
Cynthia Stone. At various
times, Michelle Tibbo, Jane
Moss and Sheila Silver all
worked on keeping
subscriptions organized. In
1989, Hazel left the university

Great knitter, lousy birdwatcher,
Lionel Walsh

to further her career, but she
admits she thought a lot about
the magazine. “I always kept
track of what was going on, and
I'm glad it won't disappear.”

When Volume 4 of Decks
Awash was issued in 1975,
Susan Sherk’s influence was
clearly seen in the format that
was to be used for the next 15
years of production. Each issue
contained either a special
section on a region of the
province or an overview of one
aspect of provincial life. Tor
Fosnaes was a reasearcher-
writer for the Extension Service
around that time and he
brought to the magazine a
unique outsider’s perspective.

Your first stop for business
assistance and information




Tor Fosnaes

You could say Tor Fosnaes
had a somewhat rocky ride
with Decks Awash in the mid-
1970s. An early stint with the
magazine was when Lois
Saunders was editor, although
most of the time he was
attending conferences and
doing interviews on the side.
“It wasn’t the best of endings
when I left but I enjoyed the
work enough to take a big drop
in pay and return in 1975 when
Susan Sherk had taken over.”

Tor contributed to about a
dozen issues in all, and on
some he was the major
researcher and writer. “Ada
Evans was the secretary and
did the transcripts, and there
were three or four weeks of
preparation and two weeks of
intensive writing on each
issue.”

Tor remembers most about
those days the close
relationship with the film unit
and field staff. “There was no
separation back then,” he
insists. “The field staff were
always ready and waiting to
help on each issue and they
would highlight issues of
regional interest.”

One interesting assignment
was preparing brochures for
non-credit courses. At
Extension Tor learned a skill
that has since helped him in his
present career as president of
Mobilewords, his desk

[first] issue, preferably the one
of a man tanning himself in a
barrel.” Decks Awash never
recovered from its rebel rogue.

Early issues of the, by-then,
regularly published Decks
Awash covered broad regions

Charlie Callanan
“The change in Decks
Awash from a newsletter to a
real magazine came after a
conference at Dhoon Lodge in
1973,” Charlie Callanan
suggests. Susan Sherk became
editor and Charlie got his first
i i to write

of the province, d with
descriptions of a few people
who shed light on historical
events and present-day
activities. Histories were short
and the writers spent little time
on research. As the magazine
grew, however, regular features
such as Victor Butler’s
“Chronicles of a Bayman”
began to appear on a regular
basis in the back section. By the
late 1970s, Decks Awash had a
clearly defined front section
dealing with provincial topics, a
special section profiling a

some children’s fiction, so he
invented Anthony Murphy. “I
always loved serialized stories
and even serialized films like
Secret Agent X9 when I was
going to school at St. Bon's, so it
was natural that I would use
that format,” Charlie says.
“Anthony Murphy wasn't
really based on anyone in
particular; he was a New-
foundlander using inter i
technology to get out of scrapes
in the simplest possible way
using things from his own

Charlie Callahan invented
Anthony Murphy, New-
foundland’s version of
MacGyver (Memorial
University photo)

publishing company in Mobile.
Tor’s background as a writer
for the Western Star, Evening
Telegram and Daily News
dovetailed with his job at
Extension. “My work was
always slightly off-beat,” he
admits with a twinkle in his
blue eyes. “I'd like you to
include one of Rudy
Gelderblom'’s sketches in the

selected region, and a back
section with regular features of
general interest. One of those
features was “The Mysterious
Adventures of Anthony
Murphy”, in which fanciful
inventions went hand-in-hand
with aspects of Newfoundland
history. It's author was Charlie
Callanan.

10

culture.” The process worked,

although Charlie was asked to
cut back from his earlier eight-
to-nine issue serials to shorter

stories.

“1 worked on
characterization and used
actual places tied in with my
growing knowledge of
Newfoundland. Trips up the




coast of Labrador and balloon
rides out of St. John’s were
mixed in with the oil business
and suspicious characters.”

Charlie values the comments
of people in rural

Decks Awash would be back,
but she well remembers the
struggle.

Janet Oliver
“It was my first job at age 18

That was in 1975, and she
stayed until 1985, the last five
years as publications and
information officer.

Janet, who always looked on
the bright side of things, loved

Newfoundland who followed and I didn’t know quite what to | the homy atmosphere of the
the serials. “I can particularly expect,” Janet Oliver King's Bridge Road building
remember talking with its large
to people from fireplace and
South East Bight winding
about Anthony mahogany
Murphy’s staircase.
adventures. It “There were five
was there | of us in one
realized the room and [ was
power of the right next to
pen.” Susan, so I was
always looking
In 1978, Decks over my
Awash was shoulder,” she
alternating chuckles.
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“I can remember the big fuss
at the time. Bruce Woodland
was involved and I helped send
out fliers. I was very impressed
like everyone else, by the
public response.”

Janet stayed to help Hazel
Harris and Anne Conway with
Decks Awash before leaving to
remain in the book business
with the Institute for Social and
Economic Research (ISER).
“For a first job, it was quite an
experience for a girl from
around the bay.”

After its return in 1982,
Decks Awash never missed an
issue, and its subscriber list
grew to more than 6,000 during
the 1980s. Its success led to
differences of opinion about
how it could be used by
Extension Service. Many at the
university thought it should be
a community development
vehicle, featuring stories about
community workers and how
life in rural Newfoundland was
changing with economic
development. Sally Lou
LeMessurier was more
determined it would remain a
magazine for all the people,
and tell whatever stories were
of interest to its readers. She
found an ally in Clifford
Grinling, who became a
researcher writer for Decks
Awash in 1982.

Clifford Grinling

“We knew the first issue
[after coming back] was going
to be rushed,” Clifford recalls,
“so I got to work right away
and started doing the research.
In the meantime, there were
still a number of questions to
be answered with respect to the
magazine’s viability. Could we
retain the magazine's third
class postage rate? Could we be
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Newfoundland and Labrador
Credit Union

Offers savings, chequing, loans, mortgages, RRSPs,

astercard Payment Card,
automated tellers, and more -

a complete range of financial services.

Member owned and operated
making service a priority!

St. John's (2 locations) « Corner Brook « Grand Falls
Labrador City « Carbonear « Mount Pearl « Gander

TELESERVICE 14800 +563 «3300

exempted from provincial sales
tax?

“There were all these
intangibles we were bal 8
Then suddenly the word came
through ‘yeah, it’s going
ahead’. I'd already done a fair
amount of work on it so I went
out to Harbour Grace and
started interviewing people.”

If there were doubts about
the future of the magazine,
there was also doubt in the
editor’s mind as to how well
Clifford would fit in as a writer
for a magazine with a largely
rural audience.

“Sally was a bit concerned
that because I had an English
accent people would clam up
and they wouldn’t talk to me,
so she came with me for a
couple of days. We went to a
bar the first night and I got
talking to some firemen.
Within five minutes we were
talking about pumper trucks
and nozzles and stuff.
Afterward, Sally said ‘1
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shouldn’t have bothered. You
can talk to anybody’.”

For Clifford, the magazine
was a record of
Newfoundlanders and their
daily lives, but that view often
led to tension between the

8 s staff and E
Service. Because it wasa
vehicle of Extension, they
believed it should promote
their ends.

“We tended to oppose that
because we had to sell this
thing and that was always a
struggle. We felt if we weren’t
servicing a market that people
wanted...they might stop
buying, so we always resisted
other people trying to put in
developmental things. This
was basically a magazine
about Newfoundlanders,
reflecting their way of life. 1
guess in some way, we were
sort of modern day historians.

With an academic
background in history, he had
a natural affinity for his task.




“I often felt it was a useful
document for people coming
behind me. A lot of the places I
wrote histories about, there
were no histories written. I
was very conscious of the fact
that a lot of the people I was
talking to in these communities
were the history of the place,
and if I didn't get these people
to talk right now, there
wouldn’t be any history.

The lives he touched left a
lasting impression: the
loneliness of many priests he
spoke with, the quiet courage
of offshore workers, the
generosity of fishermen and
their families. During one field
trip, bad weather forced him to
spend a number of days with
the Myers family in Bartlett
Harbour. In just three days, he
was drawn into their activities
and their community. “It was a

really close-knit society and I
was very impressed by this
because they looked after me,”
Clifford says with a note of
astonishment. Then in an
abrupt swing, he remembers in
a saddened voice how the next
time he heard about them,
Dave Myers had gone out
fishing with his brothers.
“They never came back.”
Towards the end of his time
with the magazine, Clifford’s
efforts turned more and more
to marketing. It was a constant
struggle to keep subscriptions
up and he devised a number of
promotional “tricks”. One
approach was running
classified ads that included his
home number in other
Newfoundland publications.
As Clifford saw it, subscribers
were worth losing sleep over.
“I enjoyed the time [ was

there,” he says. “It gave me a
wonderful free education of
rural Newfoundland. I've been
to all kinds of places most
Newfoundlanders have never
been to.” Now, in his capacity
as manager of communications
for Enterprise Newfoundland
and Labrador, he’s meeting
many of the people he talked to
and interviewed during his five
years with Decks Awash. In
that respect, he’s still living his
time with the magazine.

Roger Burrows was next to
join the staff, and he did so
during a heady period of
growth, when
Newfoundlanders were eager
to show their support for the
magazine. He was still with
Extension Service when it was
discontinued by Memorial as
part of cost-cutting measures.
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Roger Burrows

“] started with Decks Awash
on my birthday in 1983, which
was probably a good sign,
especially since I believe in bio-
rhythms,” Roger Burrows
recalls with a smile. “I needed
to be positive about the job: I
signed on at 9 a.m. and was on
the road with Lionel Walsh, the
other writer, at 3 p.m. Two
more different people you
couldn’t imagine, although we
both shared a sense of the
absurd.”

Former Extension staff still
talk about Lionel and Roger’s
birdwatching stops along
Bonavista Bay, recounting
Lionel’s legendary writing—
and knitting—ability. “Any of
the staff who felt ill-equipped
to finish off a knitted sweater

“I believe in
I have to.”
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Join us for the 11th Annual

TERRY FOX
RUN

for Cancer Research
Sunday, September 15, 1991

handed it to Lionel at
lunchtime. The next day there
it was, back at work, finished
and even improved. If only he
could have applied that
dedication to his
birdwatching,” Roger laughs.

“I loved doing research and
never did seem to get enough
time to do a thorough job. But I
wouldn’t have missed the paid
travel for anything, even if I did
go through car tires and
exhaust systems like Christmas
candy! Meeting people around
the province made the long
hours and hard work bearable
and I managed to fit in a few
hours birding before breakfast
and after supper everyday.
What more can you ask of a
job?”
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In the late 1980s, funding for
the magazine became a
problem. Mailing costs rose
and the rate of subscriptions
started to fall. A change was
needed but 22 years of
publication had established a
format people seemed
unwilling to alter.

“I see the university’s
cutting of the magazine (for a
second time), as a beginning
not an end,” Roger states
emphatically. “Now we can
take the magazine into new
fields and establish our own
niche in the market. I've never
been more optimistic about any
venture I've been involved in—
but then, I do have an
exaggerated sense of
adventure.”

with a breath-taking
panoramic view of the Bay
o Islands. Traditional
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And Passengers

At first, Decks Awash was
all about rural development.
Development associations and
town councils, among others,
distributed free copies to all
parts of the province and
underlined the magazine’s
connection to rural
Newfoundland. One of the
early issues, in October 1971,
profiled the beginnings of the
rural development movement.

“With the services of a full-
time worker, rural development
associations should be able to take
part in the planning of programs
and projects affecting their area.
It is this participatory approach to
planning which will enable
programs to be tailored to the
needs of a specific area or region,
using the local knowledge and
experience that has been built up
over lifetimes by the residents of
the area.

“It is essential to the success of
this program that rural
development associations be
oriented towards the
advancement, both social and
economic, of the areas in which
they are established.
Organizations should not exist for
purposes of applying pressure to
outside agencies to have their
problems solved for them, but
should accept the responsibility
and take the initiative to become
involved in their area planning. It
is this latter type of organization
that this policy seeks to support.”

The April 1990 Gander issue
included a profile on the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Rural Development Council in
which Tony Collins remained
confident that forthcoming
changes would not weaken the
movement.

“One of the strengths of the
movement is that the associations
evolved naturally rather than
being imposed. As a result they
met local needs while the many
government programs duplicating
the effort generally lacked
empathy. A lot of people are still
with the movement and see it as a
valuable experience.”

With a title like Decks
Awash, it's natural that more
attention was paid to the
fishery than any other single
topic. There were two issues
on the 200-mile limit, an issue
on the Kirby Report, and
numerous interviews with
government officials, plant
owners, union representatives,

trawlermen, inshore fishermen
and plant workers. One of the
last fishermen to be
interviewed was Lar Barry of
St. Brides in the June 1990 Cape
Shore issue.

Ask just about anybody on the
Cape Shore who could give you the
lowdown on the fishery in St.
Bride’s, and you're likely to be told
to see Lar Barry.

Lar isn't optimistic about the
Cape Shore fishery. He says they
saw the downturn coming, but
never thought it would be so hard.
“Every year the fishery is getting
worse and worse. We're using
more gear and getting less fish,
and that means less money. Now

“Every year the fishery is getting worse and worse. We're using more gear and
getting less fish, and that means less money,” says Lar Barry
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Tom Knight and Stanley Jones
about 100 of them to the rough s

“Nothing but northeast winds and heavy seas all season. 1 set 170 pots this year and lost
as. Many days it was too bad to haul.”

they have boats that'll get through
the ice, I'd say another nine or 10
years, and that'll be the end of the
northern cod, too.”

Lar speaks so softly, it's hard
sometimes to hear him. And there
isn’t much that can ruffle his
feathers, except, maybe, talking
about government and its
treatment of fishermen. On that
score, most of the fishermen on the
Cape Shore agree with him. They
don't want to quit fishing, and
they don’t want to leave, but there
isn't enough fish to keep fishermen
and plants in the area going for
more than a few months a year.

The lobster fishery has been
a barometer of the success or
failure of many an inshore
fisherman’s season. The first
fishery to get underway in the
spring, the income derived
from the lobster fishery enables
a fisherman to equip his boat
for the more lucrative capelin
and cod fisheries of the
summer. But it doesn’t always
work out as planned, as

Moreton’s Harbour fishermen
explained in an August 1980
article.

“There's not half as much
lobster as there was last year,”
claims Tom Knight of Moreton's
Harbour. “Nothing but northeast
winds and heavy seas all season. T
set 170 pots this year and lost
about 100 of them to the rough
seas. Many days it was too bad to
haul.”

“The next thing we have got to
depend on is the squid,” points out
Stanley Jones, “If they don’t come,
we're in trouble, but there has
been some sign of them already.”

The spring herring quota for
Moreton's Harbour inshore
gillnetters lasted all of three days,
“but there was a nice lot of capelin
here for two weeks in June,”
remembers Tom Knight, a lifetime
resident of Moreton's Harbour.
“It'd take an eruption like Mount
St. Helens to get me out of this
place,” he states emphatically.

It seems the lobster fishery
was experiencing difficulties

16

every time Decks Awash talked
to inshore fishermen. The most
recent interview was in the
August 1990 Port au Port issue
when a group of Black Duck
Brook fishermen bewailed the
loss of more pots.

“This is the fourth time the
pots have washed ashore, and these
were just picked up along the shore
here. Since it takes two days to
repair them and put them out
again, it's more wasted effort at
the price being paid.”

In the same issue, a lobster
buyer agreed that the price he
was able to pay made it hard
for both lobster fisherman and
buyer to make a living.

Finding the unusual in the
fishery became a Decks Awash
trademark. An early indication
was the appearance in
February 1974 of an article on
an unusual catch off
Lewisporte.

“Hey Joe, that's a mighty queer
looking tuna down there,” yelled a
fisherman in one of the tuna boats
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In the same 1ssue, a lobster
buyer agreed that the price he
was able to pay made it hard
for both lobster fisherman and
buyer to make a living.

Finding the unusual in the
fishery became a Decks Awash
trademark. An early indication
was the appearance in
February 1974 of an article on
an unusual catch off
Lewisporte.

“Hey Joe, that's a mighty queer
looking tuna down there,” yelled a
fisherman in one of the tuna boats
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off Lewisporte last summer. “It's
not giving much of a fight. Say, it
weighs as much as a moose. Pull
‘er in. Holy mackerel, it's some
sort of turtle.”

And sure enough it was. And

not just any ordinary sort of turtle,

but one weighing half a ton...an
Atlantic leatherback who perhaps
got lost as he sought the warm
currents of the Gulf Stream.

Dr. Bill Threlfall of Memorial
University says the interesting
thing is that (the turtle) does not
have a shell as such, but rather a
rubbery skin under which lie a
network of little pebble-like bones
which are not connected to the rest
of its bones. Generally, he and his
family doesn’t weigh over 800 Ibs.
and are between 6 and 7 feet in
length.

Bill Threlfall says since 1974,
about one or two leatherbacks
a year are recorded, although
they’re rare in northern areas,
and seen most often in Trinity
and Conception Bays.

As for other monsters, Bill
says they’re coming round
where we can see them is

know, sizes we can’t
comprehend. The oar fish, for
example, is 50 ft. long and quite
slender, and has something like
a mane. Many thought it
explained sea monster
sightings; the number of those
we've seen on the eastern
seabord of the U.S. has been

unusual, and more often than quite small.

not, they’re explained away. “We're not likely to make
He cites one example of a discoveries quickly, either,
floating strip of blubber froma | because curiosity-based
decomposing whale which had | research is basically dead. It's
one woman convinced there very exciting, it's

wasa climbing out of indblowing—every cruise we
the water. But every report is take we see new things, but
taken seriously because he says | excitement has no dollar value,
we know so little about the no economic benefit, so we
ocean. “We know more about don’t get money to carry on the
the surface of Venus or Mars. research.”

There are wonders we don’t Other rare species include
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the sunfish, which, until
recently, was said not to occur
here. We know now it does.
Fish that people don’t
recognize are always a source
of heated discussion in
Newfoundland, particularly
when no answer is found, but
that is unusual. The October
1988 Hall's Bay issue carried a
picture of an unidentified fish
caught at Beachside in the fall,
but it turned out to be not
nearly as exotic as first thought.
Several letters were received
from fishermen, fish plant
owners and scientists over the
following weeks, including one
from Dr. Leslie Harris, then
president of Memorial
University.

“The fish caught at Beachside
and whose identity you wished to
establish is a Butterfish, otherwise
known as Dollarfish, Shiner or
Harvestfish. Actually, it is fairly
common along the south coast and
the more southerly part of the east
coast. Might I add as a piece of
gratuitous information that it
makes quite delicious eating.”

Not every fisherman in
Newfoundland relied entirely
on cod as a source of income.
In the early 1970s, a new
industry caught the eye of
inshore fishermen, as the
August 1975 issue showed with
its profile of P.J. Janes and Sons
of Hants Harbour, Trinity Bay.

Ed Janes of P.]. Janes and Sons
of Hants Harbour, Trinity Bay,
one of eastern Canada’s biggest
crab meat producers, said the crab
processing industry exists from
month to month. And until
market conditions improve and
stabilize, the future of the industry
is unpredictable.

The company buys crab from
five boats, two in the Trinity-
Conception Bay area, and the other
three off Renews on the Avalon’s

Longliners awaiting their maiden voyage

Southern Shore. The crab is
trucked in ice from the boats to the
plant for processing. The
fishermen are paid 10 cents per
pound by the plant as well as a
four cents a pound subsidy from
the provincial government.

Mr Janes said the subsidy was
good in that it permitted the
fishermen to continue to fish, but
he admitted it was a temporary
measure and he expected some
Federal program would take over
the subsidy process.

When groundfish prices
were low, the crab industry
provided a welcome bonus to
many inshore and midshore
fishermen, but too many cooks
ultimately spoiled the broth.
Bill Short recalled when times—
and prices—changed, in the
April 1989 Spaniard’s Bay issue.

“Other fishermen started taking
notice and too many others got in.
There were no licences at all and
60-70 fishermen at crab, and the
company had to set boat quotas.
Eventually plants opened in
Bonavista and Valleyfield, but
many people gave it up when the
price went down.”

Decks Awash profiled many
boatbuilders over the years,
most recently Milton Fiberglass
in the April 1991 Milton—
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Burgoyne's Cove issue. Butit's
the builders of wooden boats
who best represent the long
tradition of boatbuilding in
Newfoundland. One such
builder, Gordon Pittman, was
profiled in the May 1973 issue.
Once an apprentice of Gordon
Shears in Rocky Harbour, Gordon
Pittman decided to build boats on

his own, having always dreamed of
being a master boatbuilder since he

was a boy.

At the age of 12, Mr. Pittman
built his first boat, a small rowboat
about seven feet. Three years later
he built a 17 footer and today Mr.
Pittman is building them from 45
feet to 52 feet in length.

“Boatbuilding is hard work,
but worth it when you can visit
Port au Choix and see seven of
your boats tied up to one wharf.”

Mpr. Pittman employs from five
to ten men year-round and has no
problems getting very skilled
workers to do an excellent job.
“But not everyone can be a boat
builder and they must be very
interested and skilled in their
trade. Every timber, every plank
and every piece of wood used in a
boat has a different shape.”

Gordon isn’t contracting to
build any more longliners—he
still builds wooden boats but




more to keep his hand in and
pass the time than anything. “1
built my biggest boat, a 52-
footer, last winter, but demand
for wooden boats is down,” he
says. “There’s the scattered one
built, but with wood harder to
get more people are smtchmg

of the New York and Boston
markets. The Haliburton name
became associated with the store in
1907 when a local, independent
businessman bought into the
Abbott firm. When he retired in
1927, the Abbott family decided to
retain the name.

to fiberglass and al
Even though Gordon is
scaling down his operation, his
boats will still steam out of
many a Newfoundland harbor
for years to come.
Decks Awash made it a
pollcy to profile locally-owned
with an h
on family businesses with their
roots set firmly in
Newfoundland soil. A
pany with a long
on the west coast, Abbott and
Haliburton Co. Ltd., was
featured in the April 1976 issue.
One of the few people on the
Port au Port Peninsula who holds
any optimistic views about the
future for the area is Col. A.].
Abbott, currently the leader of
Abbott and Haliburton Co. Ltd.,
“the oldest firm on the west coast.”
The firm, started (in 1886) by Mr.
Abbott's grandfather, who was a
tinsmith, built its foundations on

s

“Generally sp this type
of firm is dlsappmnng but we
think there is still a place for it.
We get people from the entire area
coming here for everything from a
needle to an anchor, mostly
because other firms don't carry
these things.”

The company is still going
strong as a recent visit to Port
au Port in 1990 proved. Small
businesses, indeed, continue to
provide a living for many
Newfoundlanders. A special
issue in August 1986 profiled
operations ranging from
activities carried out in home
basements to internationally
known enterprises.

The sawmilling industry
was featured in a special issue,
and several operations have
been profiled over the years,
including Alfred Cooper’s
sawmill in April 1977.

“If we bring in timber from the

a sawmill owner and businessman
from Old Shop, Dildo, explained.
“If we can take the same amount of
wood out of the forest here, all the
benefits stay in the province.”

“I haven't got any long-range
plans right now. The industry
could grow, but we can't keep
going in the Old Shop cutting area
much longer and make a success of
it. Most of our cutting in the last
two years has been in that area,
and we're in about as far as we can
80. The timber needed for an
operation of this size isn't there.”

A shortage of wood supply isn’t
the only problem facing the Cooper
mill operation. He finds it difficult
to get young workers for the woods
and Mr. Cooper explains that the
time spent in training the younger
men cuts into profitability. Even
with the problems, there’s one
consolation for Alfred Cooper. His
nineteen year old son is ‘a chip off
the old block’. “When it comes to
the woods work, he’s like me...all he
minds is the woods,” Mr. Cooper
says happily.

In 1989, we visited a
different kind of lumberman,
Bob Dingwall of Jamestown.
His roots were in
Newfoundland, but he grew up

the supply of tins to the lobster mainland, the only benefit to the in Toronto, met his wife Patti in

canning industry, which in its province comes from the profit the | Tuscon, Arizona, and they

heyday provided a huge proportion | seller makes on it,” Alfred Cooper, | moved back here to starta
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(Clockwise from top) Ernestine
Power: “We need to get our act
together on marketing”

“The most important thing about
sheep raising is that you have to
like them,” says Tom Power of
Branch

“The farmers aren’t united,” says
Frank O’Quinn of Searston. “We
need one joint society for the
whole bunch.”

sawmill operation in one of the
richest timber areas left in the
province.

“Most people look for the job
first and then decide to move
where they find one, but it was the
other way around for me. 1
wanted to live here and I had to
find something to do.”

Bob and three acquaintances
had an idea. There was plenty of
land and plenty of wood, so in
1974, he and eight partners
founded the Jamestown Lumber
Company. Two of the founders
have since retired, shares have
been bought and sold, and the
group now numbers seven, but the
operation has grown remarkably
quickly to become the single
largest employer in the lumber

industry in the Jamestown area.
Farming has always been
the least publicized of
Newfoundland'’s three primary
industries. Decks Awash
attempted to correct the
imbalance with a special issue
on farming in August 1988,
continuing the magazine’s
history of profiling forgotten
men and women who toil to
bring meat and vegetables to
our tables. One such family are
the Powers of Branch, first
profiled in December 1977.
“The most important thing
about sheep raising is that you
have to like them,” says Tom
Power, 29, of Branch. And there
is one thing for sure, Tom likes
raising sheep. In fact he can tell
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each of his 92 sheep apart.

Tom is a man who knows what
he likes. Independent, always
thinking and planning ahead, he
points out what he is going to do
here, there and everywhere...as he
walks around his land. He likes
the quality of life. His wife,
Ernestine, who was brought up in
Branch, does too. And his four
kids, at least those old enough to
talk, wouldn’t want to go back to
Toronto if their lives depended on
it.

The Powers are still raising
sheep as part of their mixed
farming operation, as a June
1990 Cape Shore issue
interview with Ernestine Power
showed.

“We should be able to make a
go of it in sheep, but we're in the
transition stage from a hobby to a
business. We need to get our act
together on marketing, and decide
how many are going to be involved
in live trade and how many in the
freezer trade.”

Beef farmers have even
more problems to contend
with, as an article on Frank
O’'Quinn of Searston in April
1978 indicated.

“My market is right here at the
door,” Frank O'Quinn said,
sitting in the kitchen of his Codroy
Valley farmhouse. “In a day ten
people may come to the door to buy
(vegetables) from me. That cuts
down on my cost of living, in that
I don’t have to transport my crop
to the market.”

A native of the Codroy Valley
Frank O’'Quinn has been farming
the Valley's soil for the past 41
years. The mixed operation
produces vegetables and beef.

All the problems faced by area
farmers are complicated by a lack
of any solid co-operative
organization.

“The farmers aren’t united,”
Frank O'Quinn said. “There’s no




union, or anything like that. If we
want fertilizer, we have to deal
through an agent, instead of
buying together in bulk. That lack
of cooperation hurts the farmers.
We need one joint society for the
whole bunch. If we send in a
petition to government, speaking
with one voice, it might make a
difference.”

One aspect of
Newfoundland life that's a
natural for Decks Awash
magazine is its culture, so
clearly expressed by visual and
performing artists. Two of its
more notable artists, Don
Wright and Rufus Guinchard,
died in the last year. Both were
featured in an August 1979
issue on visual and performing

“I've taken collections of my art
out to display on town wharves,”
recalls artist Don Wright, “and
this has resulted in some great
discussions. A common question
has been “why make something
that is useless?”

“Life in an outport requires a
lot of practical thinking, but I was
able to point to the fancy trim on
local houses and particularly to the
various styles of fishing buoys as a
means of suggesting that art is an
integral part of life. Some
fishermen would simply bore a
hole in one end of an unpeeled log,
while others would take the time to
carve their buoys into wonderful
shapes and paint a design on them.
Both buoys do the job equally, but
the second fellow had something to
be proud of. He has left an imprint
of himself on the ocean.”

Put Newfoundland fiddlers
on stage and look out. They’ll
play until they drop, as long as
the audience is happy. The late
Rufus Guinchard dazzled with
his fiddle, and his death was a
great loss not only to the music
industry but to all

Rufus Guinchard, a great and sad loss

Newfoundlanders.

Emile Benoit likes to step-
dance a bit, and will probably
spin a few yarns as well, like
this one about Rufus.

“My son, Rufus,” begins
Emile, “was a wild kid. One day
he broke my only axe handle out
choppin” wood. Now that was
serious. Axe handles were hard to
get. I got mad, give him a few
hard clips on de back of de neck
and he took off some fast. Later I
felt very bad. When I sent de
police to look for him, they said
they could find one Rufus
Guinchard, but Rufus Benoit, no
sir. So I gave up. Idid not know
he was so smart to change his
name like that, but one day two
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years ago, I met this Rufus
Guinchard and saw he was my
long-lost son. Well, I'm sure glad
he came back, but 1 still don’t
know where he learned to play dat
fiddle so fast.”

It helps to know that Rufus is
actually 14 years older than Emile!

Fiddle-playing is more than
just an expression of musical
ability, it's a Newfoundland
tradition. So it's not surprising
Decks Awash profiled many
fiddle-players over the years.
But fiddles don’t grow on trees,
so a fiddlemaker like Jimmy
Linegar of Shea Heights,
profiled in the August 1980
issue, is the essential link
between instrument and artist.




“A novice fiddle-maker should
have some of the relaxed attitude of
a sports fisherman,” is Jimmy
Linegar's suggestion. “When you
add up the expenses of a fishing
trip and figure that your fish costs
you eight dollars per pound, you'll
probably shrug and say, ‘Oh well,
it was worth it.” In the same way,
the therapeutic value of making
yourself a violin has got to be
considered. If you have not made
musical instruments before, you
shouldn't expect to invest $200 in
tools and materials, then turn out
a fiddle that sounds better than a
$200 store-bought one.”

From his home high above St.
John's in Shea Heights, Jimmy is a
country singer and musician with
almost 30 years of professional
experience. More recently he has

more than anything to do with
my giving it up.”

He’s apologetic for sounding
so negative. “I'm feeling like
the weather today,” he says,
“dismal. Some day I may try to

make another one [violin]." His
suggestion, though, lacks
conviction.

When fiddles eventually
succumb to years of use, a
fiddle repairer is another

become an expert violii ker too.

“My aim is to produce a
different sound, one with more
tone and volume. Perhaps it will
be favoured by country fiddlers, or
traditional, or classical players, I
don’t know.” At any rate,
Jimmy's fiddles are shaped similar
to the Martin D-28 Dreadnought
guitars that changed the design of
country and western guitars many
years ago.

Since that interview,
Jimmy’s plans for making
violins have struck a sour note.
“I'haven’t made a fiddle since
1984, he says, his voice heavy
with resignation. Health
concerns, a job, and other
distractions, have kept him
from his craft. “I've done some
work on a guitar and the odd
repair, that's about it.”

He ran into that age-old rub:
money. “You need money to
make violins,” he points out.
Jimmy says he tried to get some
people at the university
interested, but there were no
takers. “When the university
turned me down, that had

(top) Jimmy Linegar: I haven't made a fiddle since 1984. Some day I may try to
make another one.”
(bottom) “Restoring antique instruments, although I love it, is a passion that

makes no money. It's insane what I do,

" says Kevin Blackmore of Buddy

Wassisname and The Other Fellas. Left to right, Wayne Chaulk, Kevin Blackmore

and Ray Johnson.
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essential component. One such
technician is Kevin Blackmore
of “Free Beer” and “Buddy
Whatsisname” fame, who
admitted to being attracted to
repairing instruments like a
duck to water in the October
1985 Alexander Bay issue.

“Repairing musical
instruments is something you do
with your heart; there’s not a lot of
money to be made when you think
of the time involved. Restoring
antique instruments, although
love it, is a passion that makes no
money. It's insane what I do.”

Art of any kind and business
don’t always mix well,
especially when the market is as
restricted as Newfoundland's.
But there are those who have
made successful attempts,
including Di Dabinett, profiled
in the February 1982 issue.

Anyone who doubts the
practical value of art today has
only to ask Diana Dabinett of Shoe
Cove. “Once we swapped some
wall hangings for a goat,” she says
proudly, “another time we traded
some art work for enough lumber
to build a chicken coop.” Most
times, however, Diana’s
beautifully dyed and painted
fabrics are sold to collectors.

“I've been fascinated with fish
for about 10 years now,” explains
Mrs. Dabinett. “It started with
making fish panels of aquarium
fish in Ontario, and when we
moved to Shoe Cove six years ago,
1 got more and more into three-
dimensional pieces, and especially
fish native to Newfoundland
waters.”

“The best thing about this type
of work,” she points out, “is that
Newfoundlanders have no problem
relating to it. Some people are very
impressed, others just break out
laughing, but as long as it gets
some reaction, I'm satisfied.”

Nine years later, Di is doing

something she’s wanted to do
for a while—take some time off
from being a full-time visual
artist. “I set myself a limit of
six months and my time’s up in
amonth,” she laughs. “That’s
all a full-time artist can afford.”

In her time off, Di has been
reading a lot, with an eye to the
future. “I'm planning a set of
acrylic paintings, both natural
and mystical, but I'm not quite
sure what it will be yet.”
Anybody who's seen any of
Di’s handpainted silks and

watercolors is undoubtedly
anxious to see whatever she
produces.

While Di Dabinett’s fabrics
were easy to move and display,
the same couldn’t be said of Bill
Ritchie’s life-size sculpture of a
humpback whale featured on
the cover of the October 1987
visual arts issue.

Bill switched from his painting
and printmaking to a medium that
took over his life for three years
before his whale finally moved to
its appointed spot below the

Di Dabinett:: "Some people are very impressed, some people just break out
laughing, but as long as it gets some reaction, I'm satisfied."
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University of Newfoundland

% Memorial

Congratulations to Decks Awash magazine on this, its first issue under new
ownership. While Memorial University was unable to continue to support the publication
due to budget c we were pl d to offer the magazine to two of its writers who
wished to produce it independently.

Despite the restraint measures, the majority of Memorial's outreach programs

intact, responding to the educational needs of the people in all areas of this

province. In these difficult times private ventures such as the new Decks Awash are a

valuable supplement to the efforts of public institutions in meeting the education and
development challenges that face our communities.

Best wishes to Decks Awash for continued success. /e)\/l

A.W.May,
PRESIDENT

If we
were to list all
the services Memorial
University of Newfoundland
maintains with, for and

6? through rural communities $
in this province, they
would run right off this pag

Memorial — reaching out to you.

For more information contact the .
Division of University Relations % Memor]_al

737-8663 University of Newfoundland
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Confederation Annex n St. John's.

“It reminds me of totem poles
on Canada’s west coast—there’s a
lot of the artist in them,” Bill says
as we visit him and view the
nearly-completed whale by his
home above Bauline South. “How
much care and energy did the
artist put into each pole—each pole
has that spirit. It's a monumental
thing for one person.”

The whale has been an integral
part of Bill's life and he'll be sorry
to see it leave his land. “1 might
have to get a place in town and
keep this place open as a studio. |
was only grounded once last
winter,” Bill concludes with a grin
as we set out back down the hill to
the comforts he has shunned to be
at home in the hills.

A more established market
exists for Newfoundland crafts,
although it’s at the mercy of the
economics of distance. Rural
Newfoundland families often

ppl d fishing i
by selling craft items. While
knitting was the choice of
many, weaving was also
underway in several
communities, The April 1983
issue profiled Jean Adey of
Adeytown.,

One of a family of ten, as a
child Jean Adey watched her
mother, Mrs. Alice March, work at
her loom. “I think I was the only
one of us that was really
interested.” A native of Lady
Cove, Jean married Bill Adey and
moved to Weybridge in 1951. “I
had my first three children before I
took up weaving again,” says this
mother of five. “Mom gave me her
loom when she decided to stop
weaving.”

At this point Jean’s daughter
Jennifer comes in to start helping
with supper. “It's about time
somebody wrote about Random
Island. 1t's a great place but
nobody knows much about it,” she

Bill Ritchie: "It reminds me of totem poles on Canada’s West Coas

y |
t-there’s a lot of

the artist in them.” Bill's whale now rests on the hillside overlooking Higgins

Line in St. John's

claims. Jennifer graduated from
high school last year and hopes to
o to either the College of Fisheries
to study food technology or the
Trades College for computer
science. Jennifer appears to be a
going concern. In fact, the school
yearbook, ‘Randomemories 81-82',
says: “Even when she's doing
nothing, she's doing it out loud.”
A wide range of crafts were
profiled in the February 1985
Commercial Crafts issue of
Decks Awash. One of the more
unusual was the snowshoe
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making of John Oliver of
Labrador City.

“First you have to go and find
a good birch. You need one with
straight grain and no knots. You
look for a tree with big growth
rings, that's the best kind. Then
you cut the wood to size, swab it
without water, make it soft and
bend it into shape. After drying it
for a week, you put the crossbeams
in, one in front and one in back,
and after that you put the webbing
in.”



Jean Adey says, "Mom gave me her loom when she decided to stop weaving."

a genius at this kind of work. He's
talking of going to Ottawa and
learning cabinet-making. I've
already told him this will all be
his.” If Neil's got half the patience
of the rest of the French family,
rest assured that Main Point will
once more become a hub of
woodworking activity.

Ray was right about his son.
Neil has just put his father’s
tools to good use building a
new house. Ray, on the other
hand, admits he’s slowing
down. “I've cut down a bit on
the carpentry since 1983; 76 is
rather an age to be playing with
tools. Istill make the odd
chair, though.” What Ray isn’t
telling is that his mother
recently celebrated her 100th
birthday. If longevity runs in
the family, 76 doesn’t seem
quite so old anymore.

While Decks Awash has
steered clear of becoming

Another widespread
Newfoundland industry is
woodworking, either on a
commercial basis or as a hobby.
One man who spent his
working life with wood and
continued his interest into
retirement is Ray French,
profiled in the December 1983
issue.

Main Point was a hive of
activity (in 1961) with most of it
centred around the French mill.
Ray French, 69, was one of the co-
owners of the family sawmill and
he knows how important it was to
the life of the small community.

Today Main Point is a quiet
community where Ray can sit
back in the family store and do the
things he couldn't do when the
mill was the focus of activity. At
the moment he's working on a
kitchen table and chairs.
“Furniture’s my first love, always
has been. Both sides of my family

inherited the desire to work with
wood. You could hardly make a
success of things without it. You
have to have a lot of interest and
lots of patience.

Ray is making his furniture for
fun, something to keep him active
after retirement, but he sees the
possibility of a real business for
someone who has the ambition to
work at it.

“Take my son, Neil, now. He's

broiled in politics, many of
its issues have included
interviews with federal,
provincial and municipal
politicians and officials. One of
them, in October 1984, profiled
Doug Kendall of Burgeo.

“After 12 years working for the
town, I'd say I have a fair idea of
what goes on around Burgeo,”
says Doug Kendall with a smile.
He started out as town clerk in
1969 and was promoted to town

“Furniture's my
first love, always
has been," says
Ray French
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