




Editorial
We're b..lck, And we're here to stay. Memorial University published

Decks AWtl~h for 23 years, and in a message that said both "hello" and

"goodbye" to !'>UbscribeN, newly appointed president Dr. Arthur May

said, -By portraying the diverse lifestyles of r\ewfoundlanders and
Labradorians. the magazine has, in effect, been a mirror in which we could

see ourseln.~- The issu~ and concerns of rural people and urban people
were renected 10 each other, as were th~ facing the province as a whole.

In so doing, Decks Awash has served 10 promote greater understanding

among the regions of this province."
To theN? of us who worked on Decks Awash, he added, "On behalf of

Memorial, I thank you for a job well done."
We apprl'ciate the university's devotion to Decks Awash over the

years, and its regret at diSoContinuing its funding. but we have to disagree

with Dr. May. Our job is not done.
"We" are Roger Burrows, who travelled to every comer of

I'\ewfoundland for the past eight years and wrote for Decks Awash about

the people and places he encountered, and me, Cynthia Stone. After Just
three short years, I knew there was something in this little magazine

worth Sdving.
Of course, Decks Awash will change some. Now it's up to you, our

subscribers, to help keep us alive and well. More pictures and larger,

easier-to-read print are part of our fresh new look. Entire issues may not

be devoted to particular areas. Rather, we'll focus on individuals

wherever we find them, and historical events that shaped our existence
here. But Decks Awash will still be dedicated to Newfoundlanders.

Wherever and however they live.

This first issue will look back over the past 23 years, talking to some of
the people featured in the magazine, those who did the writing and

editing. and e\'en some who filmed Decks Awash when it was a television

series. While we visited as many of them as we could, we wish it could
have been every person who ever worked on Decks Awash. We apologize

in advance for having to leave some of you out. And, we may wallowa
little in nostalgia, shamelessly reminiscing about the magazine's start. I

regret deeply, however, that the last editor at Memorial, Sally Lou

LeMessurier, declined. our request for an interview. She expressed her
wish for a clean break with the magazine, and given her dedication to it

for more than 10 years, I can understand her reluctance to discuss what

must seem to her the death of a close friend.
We'd rather think of it, instead, as growing up and leaving the ne!>t,

trying to ny on our own, held aloft, we hope, by your !'upport.
See you again soon. In coming issues, we talk to a young kinesiologist

doing nationally recognized work with physically challenged
Newfoundlanders, and Newfoundland historian Lloyd Belbin. Ross
Traverse is back by popular demand with his gardening column, as is The
Pantry, and historical features of interest to all,
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Letters to the Editor
I came to New Brunswick 45
years ago from Torbay, Nfld.,
as a war bride and enjoy
reading anything on fld.,
especially Decks Awash.
Kate Cole
Woodslock, N.B.
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So glad Decks Awash didn't
"die"!
Charlie Phillips
Guelph,Dnt.

Very pleased to hear you are
going to continue this
publication. I and my family
enjoy it. Good luck.
James Coffey
Sharon, Dnt.

Great! I'm in for two years.
Eugene C. Lamkin, Jf.

Columbus, New Jersey

Congratulations on taking over
Decks Awash. It's a great book.
Alex Bugler
North Sydney, N.S.

My dear and my joy, you are a
blessing in disguise. I thought
we were lost for a while. Thank
you so much. An old boy from
Grand Falls, but my heart's still
on the rock. God Bless!
Waiter Scott
Duncan B.C.

Decks Awash was an
interesting and informative
magazine. It brought back
many interesting times visiting
the many places written about
in the magazine. Best of luck in
your endeavour from a fellow
Newfoundlander.
Cyril R. Hanson
St. Eleanors, P.E.1.

I am very pleased that Decks
Awash is to be continued. I
have enjoyed it fully and
learned more about places in

fld. than I ever learned in the
Methodist Academy in Brigus,
and we had excellent teachers­
but Decks Awash treats places
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and areas historically and now.
All my best wishes for
continued success.
Rev. Cecil R. Webber
Dartmouth, N.S.

We know you can do it. Carry
on!
Dr. S.M. Bridger
St.John's

I will be glad to receive Decks
Awash, being formerly from
Burin. I enjoy every edition.
Thank you.
Whila Hoban
Sydney, N.S.

Good luck! A suggestion­
don't dedicate complete issues
to specific locations. Makes it
kind of meaningless to those
not from the region...especially
to St. John's expatriates!
Haven't seen a St. John's item
for years! I'm particularly
interested in history of the
country, (province ifwe~,
and events.
H. David Chafe
Chagrin Falls, Ohio

Ed. We'lI try our best.

I'm delighted to know that
Decks Awash is alive again. I
look forward to receiving the
first issue. I enjoy it so much,
keep up the good work.
Norene Hayward
Downsview,Ont.

Was born and raised in
Newfoundland and would love
to keep Decks Awash coming
my way.
Stell. Mush.1I
Powell Butte, Oregon



I have enjoyed Decks Awash
and still look forwanl to the
new issues. I was born in
Bonavista, some 70 years .go. I
lived in Harbour Grace and St.
John's many years before
leaving for the US.A., bul will
always be. ewfoundlander!
Mary Lockyer Tenel
Lop, FIorIcIa

So happy you .re continuing
Decks Awash. The link started
yesn back to keep .11
Newfoundlanders, as well as us
transplanls in touch with home.
IIest wiIheo for every IIUCCeIII in
your new endeavour.
....ILEdpr
'VIIoJonI a-a.MIioucII_

Vert happy to Icnow thai Decks
A........ notdoed. WIoIdD&,..-,,-........--c;.-............

11ne~"'""",Way to
..Decks A-.hI
c......
a-Iopode

~ ... the
llllIIlInuIns of thle wondeIfuJ
mquIne......-
FeIt .......N.c.
We -deJI&I*d to ..... thal
DocbA...... will be
.................... cIIffenIII
..... AIIhDup_......
aaIy tothle*"'"theNewY__ balbflJunll

It • ..,......-...............My.......," &am the ....._ ....... .-n:IliDs my

faIIIIIJ' .......,.1 have IoeJDed
quIle. Wt about the hilIloIy of
the-..lty. I .........
much wwk..pul into your
1ocuI.... putIcuIar
-.mIty.

Susan Way
Chwdt CnJoklwn
Fleet
Hanls
England

1have thoroughly enjoyed
Decks Awash and fell badly to
hear you would no 10nger
receive funding to continue.
May the new venture be • great
success. Maybe sometime,
should you write on
Clarenville, you could write •
lillie .boulthe Italian Annad.
being there yean .go when I
lived there, my hometown.
Melv1DaRa_
l.IacIIay. Oat.
U. Agrmidftl

So glad you rooe to the
_to........ the
puIlIIc:mJaof the IIIIpziM-
....-y falblelt 11
IlDpped. WIth belt for-.......SoaIeJ
~

1-Vert dIoappoInIiod .....
It _ diIcontInued, but Vert
glad II has been taken ....
ogoIn. 1have subocrIbed for
tIuee years ..... enjDy every
...., _ eopecIaIIy the one
&am Gland leak, Fartune,
Burin ..... Camloh..Gland
Bonk _ my home. W.......
,.....,... In your new-.....-.-
HaIIfar. N.S.

Vert .................,.­alIlIinuing lbio _

-...mspubIIcolIon. .....
do an article ... the Harbour
Ilreliaol, Fartune Bay_.
110OI\........with
putIcuIar NI'ennce ...Jersey
Harbour, UllIe Bay Weot,
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MIl1ers P ge, Red Cove-;ol)
resettled ......
a.....IID._,
ex· Jersey IfaJbour
D_Ib,N.5.

Jusl. note to wish you luck. 1
am .n .vid read..of Decks
Awash.nd learn something
new from evert issue .boul my
island. I was born in Change
Islands in 1918 so I have. 101
of good memories .boul the
whole .rea. I hope II goes on

. for many years, (your
magazine that is).
K. Branton
Bowmanvl1Je, OnL

So happy to read you will
continue ... pubIIoh Decks
Awash,. gRIll publi<alion.
I'm .-n:IliDs my potemaI
and 811._
Decks A has been. gnot
_oflnfonnolion.
_AIIdMaa
C......o.t.

l_exlImIoIy ...
nalve wonIthat you ......
taken over the pubIIoIlIJls
righIs'" Decks A......
maguil'Ie. 1wish you all the
best for .lIUCC8tful .....
pro/Itable future. In the.-.l
put,1_ved ...............
&am Decks A 1IaIIDB that
.1loIyon the MiDeIlowD_
of-.Newt'oundIand
would be appeuIng thle
.......... WID lhatarticled
be puIIIIohed? PIeIoe .........,......m.p.e -
ye5l1OIIlecdpliDo>-1ipof
faIIb In yourabIIIIIeo ...
<UlIiDuedeIIwriDtl.8ntdo.
Newfoundland~
o-D'·KIiII
LaIInda< CIIJU. Sorry,itblb/.__'1

gelIoMIlImovm"..-,
1M dIm'IIIapa/r-iI'. /Iff our
"_WIl" I•.
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Decks Awash alive and vibrant.
Good luck.
J. Haweo
Markham,Ont.

'" Can Trust ,
QualitY ~o~ Guaranteed.
Because It s rOChures. t1yers.

our print work...b e f\.s ...we
When we do y s "ear end r po Guaranteed

Program . , ked for.
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guarantee yOU get quality...at ,er'j C

work of the fines
pricing.

enjoyment J received from
reading Decks Awash. I wish
you success in your venture
and truly hope you can keep

All the very best as you cast off.
Gilbert E. Higgins
Stephenville

Bravo! Bravo! Wonderful
news! Decks Awash is too
important to the history,
sociology and culture of
Newfoundland to go the way
of the 8-track tape! This
represents a continued
contribution to Newfoundland
literature.
G. Waterfield
Aurora,Ont.

I was very pleased to hear that
you will be continuing with
Decks Awash and have
enclosed my cheque for another
two years. I look forward to
receiving the first issue, the best
of 23 years of Decks Awash.
Karrn Christopher
Scuborough, Ont.

In October 1990 I purchased a
subscription to Decks Awash as
a surprise Christmas gift for my
husband. I do believe the
subscription was the present
appreciated the most.

I cannot tell you how
disappointed we both were
when we found out that the
publication of the magazine
was going to cease. We are
very delighted to see that
somebody has decided to
publish Decks Awash. The
magazine wilt l am sure,
provide again a much wanted
and needed link to
Newfoundland, particularly for
"Newfies" who live in other
parts of Canada. Wishing you
every success.
Unula King
Kingston, Ont.

Thank you for the years of
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We Almost Died
But Wl' couldn't let th~lt h.lppl'll. Ih'c,lU"'l' we belil'Vl' 23

year... of "\l'\\"foulldl.lndl'p"l fe<lding .1boul "\l'\\"foundl.lndl'r...
i ... \\"orth s,n"ing.

Decks Aw"sh W,lS " \'"Iued p.HI oi \lel11ori,11 cnin'rsil"
nurtured and supported sincl' ih birth in 19hH. i\ow it's tirlle

10 sl"nd "lone. Susl"ined b, ,I r"l)UI,llion ior trulh ,lnd
fairness. A dedication to "\l'\\'foundland and L.lbr.Hior ....111(1
its people.

I ishennen. Children. Ollicc' Workers. l"rl11ers. Libr.Hi""s.
'\urSl'S. Thc' ,\1.\\' Decks Aw"sh is ior "II '\ewioundl,1Ilders.
\ Ill'\\' lacl'. Ire ... h \\'riling..-\11 l'tl .... ier-to-rl'tld looh.. \\"l"re ... Ufe

\ou'll like \\h"t ,ou Sl'e.
, ,

Bul don'l I"kc' our \\ord ior it. Our iirsl issuc' -- the ['<'st oi
21 ~·l'.HS of Ih'ck ... :\\\'.1 ... h -- i... being "'l'nl to you frl't'.

SLBSCI{IBI '\O\\'! \1.1ke sure yOU don't l11iss ,I si,,~1e

i"'SUl'. Cift ..,ub ...rription ....Ul' ,11..,0 ,l\"ail.lbll'. :\ grl',ll gift ide,l!

Send SIS' lone IC'.H) or S2h' Itwo le.Hs), 10:
Decks ,\\\',lSh

1',0, Bo\ '!:;.JS, St,llion B
St. lohn's, '\1

\ L\ 2).J
'Il'!.: 1;"1l'!)'h.J-\\:;1l I,n: 1;"1l'!) 3hS-;";"hS

\\c' p", till' CST!

Decks Awash
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DeckHands
Television shows grow out

of boob, newspapers or
articJes ewry day. A magazine
bornof_,however,isa
manger bini. But lhar. how
Decb Awash was born.

N~Sq_

In 1956, Net Squires worked
for qON TV, doing any
technical job required, but
mostly he was a cameraman.
He sayo he spent lots of time at
_, goJns out in boats in
_,cInlggins aJong as

IIl1Xh equipment as he could
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found a niche in Newfoundland
that fit her just right.

"1 was originally from
Boston and I think when I
arrived in St. John's the first
time, it was a place that said
'home'. This is a province that
has defined boundaries, and
that was my anthropology
background coming out. St.
John's, as a city, is copable, not
too big and not too small. It's
also a place where you can
know a wide variety of people.
In a larger place, you're stuck in
a sector. If you're a lawyer, you
know lawyers. You're always
controlled, whereas here, I
don't have to define myself in a
small sector. J'm equally at
home with the arts community
as with the business
community."

Susan had no ties here, no
family in ewfoundland, yet
she chose this place to build a
career and a life. A masters
student at Memorial University,
community development
became her passion and going
to luncheon movie showings
was her introduction to work
being carried out by the
Extension Service.

"1 was interested in all the
parts that make up a
community, the social, the
justice, and so on, and people
here weren't seeing that.
Anthropological studies were
done and put on shelves. They
weren't getting back to the
people," says Susan.

The small, fair, idealistic
young woman was invited to
participate in the magazine.
and she saw an opportunity to
really change things.

"Regularity was the most
important thing at first. It had
to be a proper magazine and
come out on a regular basis.
Otherwise, what was the

point?"
Susan put her education to

work for Decks Awash. "I
wanted the magazine to be a
reflection of people's lives, and
the best way to do that was for
people to read about other
people, not abstract events. It
had to reflect their everyday
lives, be a mirror image of
them, and it had to connect the
whole province, so that people
in Bay d'Espoir could find out
what they shared with people
on the Northern Peninsula.
And we wanted to put it in
context with the historical
perspective."

She envisioned a grid
system, documenting regions
of the province, then sectors,
such as the fishery or
agriculture; so that every
community was covered twice,
from two perspectives. With
unflagging energy and
devotion, she pushed herself
and everyone who worked
with her to produce.

"I wanted to get it all back to
the people. Extension's

assistant director George Lee
hired me at first to do research.
writing and community
development work, but when I
eventually took over the
magaZine in 1972 I said I would
live and die at Extension. I
adored doing this work." It
fulfilled all Susan's needs,
academically and personally,
since one of her goals since
arriving in Newfoundland was
to visit every Single
community, a goal she reached
through Decks Awash.

"There was a pattern of life
here and I wanted to see it. The
magazine wasn't a thing of
beauty; it was a workhorse, so
we didn't have any of the
glossy stuff and I spent most of
my time trying to find money
to pay for it. I was detennined
to keep it free at first because
paying for it would mean only
the elite would get it.

"We did six a year, and once
it got in the door; people were
willing to pay for it. I kept
trying to improve the fonnat;
but I had no magazine or
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Haul Harris 11' for a beller JOb but she never forgot
the magQzine

Form" Dub Awash editor Sally Lou LeMessuri" (right) with the late Anne
Conuuy, claimed by form" staff to bt the best secretary at Mrmorial

a clerk in 1976, watched the
magazine change under their
devoted ministrations.

magazine. "We were sending
out about 30,000 every two
months, and it cost a lot of
money. I remember the first
paid subscription we got, $12

Hazel Harris
"When one of the people in

Susan's office left, Janet Oliver
was promoted to secretary and
they had to hire an
intermediate clerk. I was the
only clerk at Extension, so it
was a logical step for me. I
didn't know anything about
magazines but Susan asked me
if I was interested in the job."

The first task Hazel tackled
was organizing subscriptions.
The magazine was free, but it
still had to be mailed out and a
mailing list maintained.
"When J arrived the
subscriptions were written on
scraps of paper and stuffed in a
drawer. I entered them all on
cards."

Shortly after Hazel joined
Decks Awash, the university
decided mainland subscribers
would have to pay for the

In 1976, Sally Lou
LeMessurier became a
researcher writer for
the Royal
Commission on
Transportation.
When her contract
ended, Susan
recognized her
potential value to the
magazine. With
complementary skills
and personalities,
they worked well
together to refine
Decks Awash, smoothing
rough edges and shaping a
lasting personality. Hazel
Harris, who joined Extension as

unexplored territory in
Newfoundland's economic
future. '1 think it's fabulous
that Decks Awash is going
commercial. It means it won't
stop with the university. The
whole idea of individuals
taking control is the answer, so
Decks Awash's
survival fulfills
everything. This is an
exciting thing to see."

writing background. It was
pure trial and error."

When she reached her goal,
to document all regions and
sectors of ewfoundland,
Susan believed her job was
done. Decks Awash had to
grow without her and change
its focus, and she moved on in
1980 to Mobil Oil, where she
did socio-economic research,
explaining to the oil giant how
the petroleum industry would
affect Newfoundland life, and
explaining to Newfoundlanders
what Mobil was doing.

After eight years there,
Susan was invited to join the
Economic Recovery
Commission. '1t was such an
interesting job I couldn't tum it
down. It was all part of a
pattem in my life, everything
I've ever done has been in a
broad-based community
approach. It's very similar
work to what we did at
Extension; it's just been cranked
upa notch."

With the money and power
to put theories into practice,
Susan says there is much

8



for two years. We framed it
and it's probably still kicking
around the university
somewhere,"

When Hazel arrived,
everything was still done the
hard way. There were few
electronic marvels to make
running a magazine easier.
"Susan and the other writer,
Rick Hayes, would go out on
the road, come back with SO or
60 tapes between them and
plunk them down on the table
in front of Janet and me. We
transcribed the interviews and
then they'd write the stories on
old manual typewriters. There
were all kinds of errors, with
their handwriting mixed in
where they made adjustments.
We would type them again and
they'd go for editing, then come
back to us. By the time they got
into the magazine, we knew the
stories by heart."

Hazel remembers all too
well the very worst of those
tapes. "Susan went out on a
boat for a week to do the
offhore fishery issue, She taped
all her interviews on the boat
and when the tapes came back,
you couldn't hear Susan or the
person she was talking to, just
the engine or a net full of fish
being hauled out of the water."

After Susan left in 1980, Sally
Lou LeMessurier became editor
but the university was no
longer willing to pay for Decks
Awash. "My son Jeremy had

just been born," says Hazel,
"and I was on maternity leave
when the university pulled the
rug out from under us." But it
wasn't long before the public
started complaining that they
didn't want Decks Awash to
go. The new president of
Memorial, Les Harris, sent out
a letter asking if people were
willing to pay $9 to bring it
back. He agreed to continue
the magazine if it paid for its
own printing and postage.

"We figured we needed
5,000 subscriptions to keep
going. Suddenly, instead of a
handful of letters every day
from the mailroom, we were
getting bagfuls. We couldn't
believe it. The mailroom
couldn't believe it, either."

Decks Awash was back. The
first issue featured Harbour
Grace in the special section,
and a struggle ensued to get
Memorial to permit
advertising, a battle Sally won,
and they managed to maintain
a minimum of 5,000
subscribers.

Hazel remembers, too, the
staff changes over the years,
with the hiring of Lionel Walsh,
Clifford Grinling.. Roger
Burrows, Margot Bruce and
Cynthia Stone. At various
times, Michelle Tibbo, Jane
Moss and Sheila Silver all
worked on keeping
subscriptions organized. In
1989, Hazel left the university

GrtQI knittf'r. lousy birdwatchf'r,
Liotlf'1 Walsh

to further her career, but she
admits she thought a lot about
the magazine. "I always kept
track of what was going on, and
f'm glad it won't disappear."

When Volume 4 of Decks
Awash was issued in 1975,
Susan Sherk's influence was
clearly seen in the format that
was to be used for the next 15
years of production. Each issue
contained either a special
section on a region of the
province or an overview of one
aspect of provincial life. Tor
Fosnaes was a reasearcher­
writer for the Extension Service
around that time and he
brought to the magaZine a
unique outsider's perspective.

I!JJE~~ Your first stop for business
NEW'fo:~':I'fJ.':R::::'- assistance and information
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Decks Awash would be back,
but she well remembers the
struggle.

Janet Oliver
"It was my first job at age 18

and I didn't know qUite what to
expect," Janet Oliver

That was in 1975, and she
stayed until 1985, the last five
years as publications and
information officer.

Janet, who always looked on
the bright side of things, loved
the horny atmosphere of the
King's Bridge Road building

with its large
fireplace and
winding
mahogany
staircase.
''There were five
oius in one
room and I was
right next to
Susan, so I was
always looking

In 1978, Decks over my
Awash was shoulder," she
alternating chuckles.
between regions The move to
and topics, Factory Lane

including profiles ~;::=::::=:::::::::::::::==~ ';:;:;;::;;::;;::;;::;;::;;::;;::;;:=i was not a
of many well- r. popular one,
known local and the next
entertainers. It move to the
had evolved into School of
an established Business was the
format and in start of the
1980 the familiar disintegration of
Decks Awash the "family"
logo appeared for aspect of
the first time. Extension
Detailed histories Service,
were becoming although
standard fare and Publications and
the magazine Field Services
was clearly moved together
standing on its to what is now
own as both an Cfocku'l~from top Il.'ft, Jalll.'f Olh'f'r, Michl.'lfl.' Tibbo, Cyllthia StOIl~ and Rogl.'r the Psychology
infonnation and Burrou'S counselling
research ann of centre on
the university, and as an remembers of the day she Elizabeth Avenue. When
interesting read for the average reported for work at the King's Extension Service resurfaced at
Newfoundlander. That made it Bridge Road home of Extension Phelan Road, on Memorial's
all the more devastating for Service. Janet wasn't hired to main campus, the old family
staff when the magazine was work on the magazine, but one feeling was gone. Shortly
temporarily discontinued, of the staff left and she was afterwards, Decks Awash,
particularly those who had asked to fill in, leading to work which had been operating on a
built a family together. Janet on subscriptions and the non-subscription basis, was cut
Oliver stuck it out, confident distribution of Decks Awash. by the university.

coast of Labrador and balloon
rides out ofSt. John's were
mixed in with the oil business
and suspicious characters."

Charlie values the comments
of people in rural
Newfoundland who followed
the serials. '" can particularly

remember talking ==----c===------,:---,
to people from
South East Bight
about Anthony
Murphy'S
adventures. It
was there I
realized the
power of the
pen."
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"I can remember the big fuss
at the time. Bruce Woodland
was involved and I helped send
out fliers. 1 was very impressed
like everyone else, by the
public response."

Janet stayed to help Hazel
Harris and Anne Conway with
Decks Awash before leaving to
remain in the book business
with the Institute for Social and
Economic Research (lSER).
"For a first job, it was quite an
experience for a girl from
around the bay."

ta Newfoundland and Labrador
't7 Credit Union

F
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51. John's (2 locations) • Corner Brook • Grand Falls
labrador City • Carbonear • Mount Pearl • Gonder

After its return in 1982,
Decks Awash never mis..<>ed an
issue, and its subscriber list
grew to more than 6,000 dUring
the 1980s. Its success led to
differences of opinion about
how it could be used by
Extension Service. Many at the
university thought it should be
a community development
vehicle, featuring stories about
community workers and how
life in rural Newfoundland was
changing with economic
development. Sally Lou
LeMessurier was more
determined it would remain a
magaZine for all the people,
and tell whatever stories were
of interest to its readers. She
found an ally in Clifford
Crinling, who became a
researcher writer for Decks
Awash in 1982.

Clifford Crinling
'We knew the first issue

[after coming back] was going
to be rushed," Clifford recalls,
"so I got to work right away
and started doing the research.
In the meantime, there were
still a number of questions to
be answered with respect to the
magaZine's viability. Could we
retain the magazine's third
class postage rate? Could we be

exempted from provincial sales
tax?

"There were all these
intangibles we were balancing.
Then suddenly the word came
through 'yeah, it's going
ahead'. I'd already done a fair
amount of work on it so I went
out to Harbour Crace and
started interviewing people."

If there were doubts about
the future of the magazine,
there was also doubt in the
editor's mind as to how well
Clifford would fit in as a writer
for a magaZine with a largely
rural audience.

"Sally was a bit concerned
that because I had an English
accent people would clam up
and they wouldn't talk to me,
so she came with me for a
couple of days. We went to a
bar the first night and I got
talking to some firemen.
Within five minutes we were
talking about pumper trucks
and nozzles and stuff.
Afterward, Sally said 1
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shouldn't have bothered. You
can talk to anybody'."

For Clifford, the magaZine
was a record of
Newfoundlanders and their
daily lives, but that view often
led to tension between the
magazine's staff and Extension
Service. Because it was a
vehicle of Extension, they
believed it should promote
their ends.

"We tended to oppose that
because we had to sell this
thing and that was always a
struggle. We felt if we weren't
servicing a market that people
wanted...they might stop
buying, so we always resisted
other people trying to put in
developmental things. This
was basically a magazine
about Newfoundlanders,
reflecting their way of life. I
guess in some way, we were
sort of modem day historians."

With an academic
background in history. he had
a natural affinity for his task.



"I often felt it was a useful
document for people coming
behind me. A lot of the places I
wrote histories about, there
were no histories written. I
was very conscious of the fact
that a lot of the people I was
talking to in these communities
were the history of the place,
and if I didn't get these people
to talk right now, there
wouldn't be any history

The lives he touched left a
lasting impression: the
loneliness of many priests he
spoke with, the quiet courage
of offshore workers, the
generOSity of fishermen and
their families. During one field
trip, bad weather forced him to
spend a number of days with
the Myers family in Bartlett
Harbour. In just three days, he
was drawn into their activities
and their community. "It was a

really close-knit society and I
was very impressed by this
because they looked after me:'
Clifford says with a note of
astonishment. Then in an
abrupt swing. he remembers in
a saddened voice how the next
time he heard about them,
Dave Myers had gone out
fishing with his brothers.
"They never came back."

Towards the end of his time
with the magazine, Clifford's
efforts turned more and more
to marketing. It was a constant
struggle to keep subscriptions
up and he devised a number of
promotional "tricks". One
approach was running
classified ads that included his
home number in other
Newfoundland publications.
As Clifford saw it, subscribers
were worth losing sleep over.

"I enjoyed the time I was

there," he says. "It gave me a
wonderful free education of
rural Newfoundland. I've been
to all kinds of places most
Newfoundlanders have never
been to." Now, in his capacity
as manager of communications
for Enterprise Newfoundland
and Labrador, he's meeting
many of the people he talked to
and interviewed during his five
years with Decks Awash. In
that respect, he's still living his
time with the magazine.

Roger Burrows was next to
join the staff. and he did so
during a heady period of
growth, when
Newfoundlanders were eager
to show their support for the
magazine. He was still with
Extension Service when it was
discontinued by Memorial as
part of cost"CUtting measures.
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Roger Burrows
"I started with Decks Awash

on my birthday in 1983, which
was probably a good sign,
especially since I believe in bio­
rhythms," Roger Burrows
recalls with a smile. "1 needed
to be positive about the job: I
signed on at 9 a.m. and was on
the road with Lionel Walsh, the
other writer, at 3 p.m. Two
more different people you
couldn't imagine, although we
both shared a sense of the
absurd."

Former Extension staff still
talk about Lionel and Roger's
birdwatching stops along
Bonavista Bay, recounting
Lionel's legendary writing­
and knitting-ability. "Any of
the staff who felt ill-equipped
to finish off a knitted sweater

"I believe in
miracles•••

lhaveto."
nrtTvPM" J980

~

handed it to Ltonel at
lunchtime. The next day there
it was, back at work, finished
and even improved. If only he
could have applied that
dedication to his
birdwatching.." Roger laughs.

"I loved doing research and
never did seem to get enough
time to do a thorough job. But I
wouldn't have missed the paid
travel for anything, even if I did
go through car tires and
exhaust systems like Christmas
candy! Meeting people around
the province made the long
hours and hard work bearable
and I managed to fit in a few
hours birding before breakfast
and after supper everyday.
What more can you ask of a
job?"

In the late 19805, funding for
the magazine became a
problem. Mailing costs rose
and the rate of subscriptions
started to fall. A change was
needed but 22 years of
publication had established a
format people seemed
unwilling to alter.

"1 see the university's
cutting of the magazine (for a
second time), as a beginning
not an end," Roger states
emphatically. "Now we can
take the magazine into new
fields and establish our own
niche in the market. I've never
been more optimistic about any
venture I've been involved in­
but then, I do have an
exaggerated sense of
adventure."
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And Passengr--er_s _

"Every year the fishery is getting worse and worse. We're using more gear and
getting less fish, and that means less money," SDYS lAr Barry

At first, Decks Awash was
all about rural development.
Development associations and
town councils, among others,
distributed free copies to all
parts of the province and
underlined the magazine's
connection to rural
Newfoundland. One of the
early issues, in October 1971,
profiled the beginnings of the
rural development movement.

"With tile services of a full.
time worker, rural development
associations should be able to take
part in the planning of programs
and projects affecting their area.
It is this participatory approach to
planning which wilt enable
programs to be tailored to the
needs of a specific area or region,
using the focal knowledge and
experience that has been built lip
over lifetimes by the residents of
the area.

"It is essential to the success of
this program that rural
development associations be
oriented towards the
advancement, both social and
economic, of the areas in which
they are established.
Organizations should not exist for
purposes ofapplying pressure to
outside agencies to have their
problems solved for them, but
should accept the responsibility
and take the irlitiative to become
involved in their area planning. It
is this latter type of organization
that this policy seeks to support."

The April 1990 Gander issue
included a profile on the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Rural Development Council in
which Tony Collins remained
confident that forthcoming
changes would not weaken the
movement.

"Orle of the strengths of the
movement is that the associations
evolved naturally rather than
being imposed. As a result they
met local needs while the many
government programs duplicating
the effort generally lacked
emJXlthy. A lot of people are still
with the movement and see it as a
valuable experience."

With a title like Decks
Awash, it's natural that more
attention was paid to the
fishery than any other single
topic. There were two issues
on the 2OD-mile limit, an issue
on the Kirby Report, and
numerous interviews with
government officials, plant
owners, union representatives,

trawlermen, inshore fishermen
and plant workers. One of the
last fishermen to be
interviewed was Lar Barry of
St. Brides in the June 1990 Cape
Shore issue.

Ask jllst about anybody on the
Cape Shore who could give you the
lowdown on the fishery in St.
Bride's, and you're likely to be told
to see lAr Barry.

lAr isn't optimistic about the
Cape Share fishery. He says they
saw the downturn coming, bllt
never thought it would be so hard.
"Every year the fishery is getting
worse and worse. We're llsing
more gear and getting less fish,
and that meatls less money. Now
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In me same Issue, a lobster
buyer agreed that the price he
was able to pay made it hard
for both lobster fisherman and
buyer to make a living.

Finding the unusual in the
fishery became a Decks Awash
trademark. An early indication
was the appearance in
February 1974 of an article on
an unusual catch off
Lewisporte.

"Hey Joe, thaI's a mighty queer
looking tuna down there," yelled a
jislrermatl in one of the turla boats

....
t"'t<.....

Moreton':
explained
article.

"There
lobster as I
claims Tor,

Harbour.
winds and
set 170 pol
about 100
seas. Man
haul."

"Thent
depend on
Stanley Jones, I} ltI~ uon rrome,
W("re in trouble, but there has
been some sign of them already."

The spring herring quola for
Moreton's Harbour inshore
gillnelters lasted all of three days,
"but there was a nice lot of capelin
here for tu'O weeks in June,"
remembers Tom K'Iight, a lifetime
resident of Moreton's Harbour.
"It'd take an eruptiolllike Mount
St. Helells to get meollt of this
place," he states empllaticafly.

It seems the lobster fishery
was experiencing difficulties

Ihey hal" boalS lhat'll gellhrough
the ice, I'd say another nine or 10
years, and that'll be ti,e rud of the
northern cod, too.'"

Lar speaks 50 softly, it's hard
sometimes to hear him. And there
isn't milch that call ruffle his
feathers. except, maybe, talking
about government and its
treatment offishermell, On that
score, most of the fishermen on the
Capt Shore agree with him. They
don't wont to quit fishing, and
they don't WQnt to lrove. but there
is,,'t enough fish to keep {ishennen
and plants in the area going for
more than a ff!W months a year.

The lobster- fishery has been
a barometer of the success or
failure of many an inshore
fisherman's season. The first
fishery to get underway in the
spring, the income derived
from the lobster fishery enables
a fisherman to equip his boat
for the more lucrative capelin
and cod fisheries of the
summer. But it doesn't always
work out as planned, as
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off Ltwisporte last Slimmer, "It's
not git'ing milch of a fight. Say, it
weighs as mllcl! as a moose. PIlIl
'er ill, Holy mackerel, it's some
sort o/tllrtle,"

A"d sure e'lOl/t~h it was. And
"ot Just any ordinary sort of tllrtle,
bllt one u'fighmg llalf a tOtl, ..otl

Atlantic leatherback wllo IlI'rJlaJ~

got lost as he sol/gilt tile warm
currents of tile Gllif Stream

Dr. Bilf Threlfalf of Memorial
U"it'frsity says tlte illterestillg
thing is tllat (tilt' tllrtle) does IIot
hal'f a shell as such, bllt rather a
rubbf.>ry skill ,mder which lie a
network of little pebble·like boll~

which are not cOII"ectt'd to the rest
of its bones. Generally, he and his
family doesn't u'figl, Ol'fr 800 lbs
and are betUotell 6 and 7 feet in
fengtll.

Bill Threlfall says since 1974,
about one or two leatherbacks
a year are recorded, although
they're rare in northern areas,
and seen most often in Trinity
and Conception Bays,

As for other monsters, Bill
says they're coming round
where we can see them is
unusual, and more often than
not, they're explained away.
He cites one example of a
floating strip of blubber from a
decomposing \..'hale which had
one woman convinced there
was a monster climbing out of
the water. But every report is
taken seriously because he says
we know so little about the
ocean. "We know more about
the surface of Venus or Mars.
There are wonders we don't

know, sizes we can't
comprehend. The oar fish, for
example, is 50 f1. long and quite
slender, and has something like
a mane. Many thought it
explained sea monster
sightings; the number of those
we've seen on the eastern
seabord of the U.s. has been
qUite small.

"We're not likely to make
discoveries quickly, either,
because curiosity-based
research is basically dead. It's
very exciting.. it's
mindblowing-every cnrise we
take we see new things, but
excitement has no dollar value,
no economic benefit, so we
don't get money to carry on the
research."

Other rare species include

Business
Matters
AI Newloundland Power we are committed to
prl'"dmg high quality service And were proud
111ur employees who contribute so much to
commum!leS Ihroughoul Newfoundland

POWER
Efectricity...and a tot more.
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the sunfish, which, until
recently, was said not to occur
here. We know now it does.
Fish that people don't
recognize are always a source
of heated discussion in
Newfoundland, particularly
when no answer is found, but
that is unusual. The October
1988 Hall's Bay issue carried a
picture of an unidentified fish
caught at Beachside in the fall,
but it turned out to be not
nearly as exotic as first thought.
Several letters were received
from fishennen, fish plant
owners and scientists over the
following weeks, including one
from Dr. Leslie Harris, then
president of Memorial
University.

-The fish caught at Beachside
and whose identity you wished to
establish is a Butterfish, othem'ise
mawn as Dollarfish, Shiner or
HOrv<stfish. Actually, it is fairly
common along the south coast and
the more southerly part of the east
coast. Might I add as a piece of
gratuitous information that it
makes quite delicious eating."

Not every fisherman in
Newfoundland relied entirely
on cod as a source of income.
In the early 19705, a new
industry caught the eye of
inshore fishermen, as the
August 1975 issue showed with
its profile of P.}. Janes and Sons
of Hants Harbour, Trinity Bay.

Ed jones of P.J. jones and Sons
of Hants Harbour, Trinity Bay,
one ofeastern Canada's biggest
crab meat producers, said the crab
processing industry exists from
month to month. And until
market conditions improve and
stabiliu, the future of the industry
is unpredictable.

The company buys crab from
five boats, tu.'O in the Tri"ify­
Conception Bay area, and the other
three off Renews on the Avalon's

Longliners au-wifing their nwiden voyage

Southern Shore. The crab is
trucked in ice from th~ boats to the
plant for processing. The
fishennen are paid 10 cents per
pound by the plant as well as a
four cents a pound subsidy from
the provincial government.

Mr Janes said the subsidy was
good in that it permitted the
fishennen to continue to fish, but
he admitted it was a temporary
measure and he expected some
Federal program would take over
the subsidy process.

When groundfish prices
were low, the crab industry
provided a welcome bonus to
many inshore and midshore
fishennen, but too many cooks
ultimately spoiled the broth.
Bill Short recalled when times­
and prices-changed, in the
April 1989 Spaniard's Bay issue.

"Other fishermen started taking
notice and too many others got in.
There were no licences at all and
60-70 fishermen at crab, and the
company Iwd to set boat quotas.
Eventually plants opened i"
Bonavista and Valleyfield, but
many people gave it up whe1l Ole
price Ulfnt down.'

Decks Awash profiled many
boatbuilders over the years,
most recently Milton Fiberglass
in the April 1991 Milton-

18

Burgoyne's Cove issue. But it's
the builders of wooden boats
who best represent the long
tradition of boatbuilding in
Newfoundland. One such
builder, Gordon Pittman, was
profiled in the May 1973 issue.

Once an apprentice of Gordon
Shears in Rocky Harbour, Gordon
Pittman decided to build boats on
his own, having always dreamed of
being a master boatbuilder since he
was a boy.

At tile age of 12, Mr. Pittman
built his first boat, a small rowboat
about seven feet. Three years later
he built a 17 footer and today Mr.
Pittman is building them from 45
feet to 52 feet in length.

"Boatbuilding is hard work,
but worth it when you can visit
Port au Choix and see seven of
your boats tied up to one wlwrf."

Mr. Pittman employs from five
to ten men year-round and Iws no
problems getting very skilled
workers to do an excellent job.
"But not everyone can be a boat
builder and they must be very
i"terested aud skilled in their
trade. Every timber, every plank
and every piece of wood used in a
boot has a different shope.-

Gordon isn't contracting to
build any more longliners-he
still builds wooden boats but



more to keep his hand in and
pass the time than anything. "I
built my biggest boat, a 52­
footer, last winter, but demand
for w<X>den boats is down," he
says. "There's the scattered one
built, but with w<X>d harder to
get more people are switching
to fiberglass and aluminum."

Even though Gordon is
scaling down his operation, his
boats will still steam out of
many a Newfoundland harbor
for years to come.

Decks Awash made it a
policy to profile locally-owned
businesses, with an emphasis
on family businesses with their
roots set firmly in
Newfoundland soil. A
company with a long tradition
on the west coast, Abbott and
Haliburton Co. Ltd., was
featured in the April 1976 issue.

O'le of the few people on ti,e
Port au Port Peninsula who IIolds
allY optimistic {lieu'S about tlte
{IItllre for the area is Col. A.].
Abbott, clIrrmtly the leader of
Abbott and Haliburton Co. Ltd.,
"the oldest firm on flle west coast."
The firm, started (in 1886) by Mr.
Abbott's grandfather, who was a
tinsmith, built its foundations on
the supply of tins to the lobster
conning industry, which in its
heyday pronided a huge proportion

of tile Ni'W York and Boston
markets. The Halibllrton name
became associated with Ole store in
1907 wilen a local, independent
businessman bought into the
Abbott firm. When lie retired in
1927, the Abbott family decided to
retain the rlame.

"Generally speaking, Olis tyTX
of firm is disappearing, bllt we
think there is still a place for It.
We get people from the entire area
coming here for everything from a
Ileedle to on allchor, mostly
because other firms don't carry
these things."

The company is still going
strong as a recent visit to Port
au Port in 1990 proved. Small
businesses, indeed, continue to
prOVide a liVing for many
Newfoundlanders. A special
issue in August 1986 profiled
operations ranging from
activities carried out in home
basements to internationally
known enterprises.

The sawmiJIing industry
was featured in a special issue,
and several operations have
been profiled over the years,
including Alfred Cooper's
sawmill in April 1977.

"If we bring in timber from tlte
mainlal/d, tile only benefit to the
province comes from the profit the
seller makes on it," Alfred Cooper,

a sawmill emmer and businessman
from Old Shop, Dildo, t:<plained.
"If we CQn take the same amount of
wood out of the forest here, all the
btnefits stay in the province."

"I haven't got any long-range
plans right now. The industry
could grow, but Ul(" can't keep
going in tile Old Shop cutting area
much longer and make a success of
it. Most of our cutting in the last
two years lIas been in that area,
and we're in about as far as we can
go. The timber needed for an
operation of this size isn't there."

A shortage of wood supply isn't
the only problem facing the Cooper
mill operation. He finds it difficult
to get young workers for the woods
and Mr. Cooper explains that the
time sprnt in training the younger
men cuts into profitability. Even
with the problems, there's one
consolation for Alfred Cooper. His
nineteen year old son is 'a chip off
the old block'. ..When it comes to
the woods work, he's like me.. .all he
minds is the tLJoods," Mr. Cooper
says happily.

In 1989, we visited a
different kind of lumberman,
Bob Dingwall of Jamestown.
His roots were in
Newfoundland, but he grew up
in Toronto, met his wife Patti in
Tuscon, Arizona, and they
moved back here to start a

C~ Industrial Fabncat'on-.w & Manne EqUipment Ltd.

C & W Industrial has the ans_r to your Fish Unloading problems.
The C & W series 400 Unloader, and the EKS Une of grading machines are part of a complete
line of Processing Equipment available.
Call us for your Processing Equipment requirements for cod, caplin, herring, shrimp, rOOfish,
etc.

C & W Industrial Fabrication
& Marine Equipment Ltd.
Box 52, Bay Bulls, NF AOA 1CO

Tel. (709) 334-3303 Fax. (709) 334-2124
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union, or anything like that. Ifwt'
want fertiliur, we have to deal
through an agent, instead of
buying togeth.. in bulk. TIult lack
of cooperation hurts the farmers.
We need one joint society for the
whole bunch. If we send in a
pnition to gqvmrment, speaking
with one voice, it might make a
diffrrmce."

One aspect 01
Newfoundland life that's a
natural for Decks Awash
magazine is its culture, so
clearly expressed by visual and
perfonning artists. Two of its
more notable artists, Don
Wright and Rufus Guinchard,
died in the last year. Both were
featured. in an August 1979
issue on visual and perfonning
arts.

"I've taken collections of my art
out to dispillY on town wharves,"
rtalllsartist Don Wright, "and
this has rtSulted in some great
discussions. A common question
Iuls Iwn 'why ItUlke something
that is useless?'

"Ufe in an outport requires a
lot of practical thinking, but 1was
able to point to the fancy trim on
local houses and particularly to the
vtlrious styles offishing buoys as a
means ofsuggesting that art is an
integral part of life. Some
fishermen lOOuld simply bore a
hole in~ end ofan unpeeled log,
while others would take the time to
ctlfW thrir buoys into wonderful
shIlpes and pIIint a design on thmr.
Both buoys do the job equally, but
the second fellow had something to
be proud of. He has left an imprint
ofhi_Ifon the ocean."

Put Newfoundland fiddlers
on stage and look out. They'll
play until they drop, as long as
the audience is happy. The late
Rufus Guinchard dazzled with
his fiddle, and his death was a
great loss not only to the music
industJy but to .11

Rufus Guinchard, a grttlt and SQd loss

Newfoundlanders.
Emile Benoit likes to step­

dance a bit, and will probably
spin a few yams as well, like
this one about Rufus.

"My son, Rufus: begins
Emile, "was a wild kid. One doy
he broke my only axe handle out
choppin' lOOOd. Now that was
serious. Axe handles wtre hard to
get. 1got mad, give him afew
hard clips on de back of de neck
and he took off some [ost. !At.. 1
felt very bad. When 1sent de
police to look for him, they said
they could find one Rufus
Guinchard, but Rufus Benoit, no
sir. So 1gave up. I did not know
he uvs so smart to change his
name like that, but one.toy two
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years ago, I met this Rufus
Guinchard and saw he was my
long-lost son. Well, I'm sure glad
he came back, but 1still don't
know where he learned to play dot
fiddle so [ost."

It helps to know that Rufus is
actually 14 years old.. than Em..!

Fiddle-playing is more than
just an expression of musical
ability, ifs. Newloundland
tradition. So irs not surprising
Decks Awash profiled many
fiddle-players over the years.
But fiddles don't grow on trees,
so a fiddlemaker like Jimmy
Unegar 01 Shea Heights,
profiled in the August 1980
issue, is the essential link
between instrument and artist.



(top) Jimmy LInegar: I haven't made a fiddle since 1984. Some day I may try to
ma~ another one. ~

(bottom) "Restoring antique instruments, although I love it. is a passion that
makes no money. It's insane u'hat I do," says Kevm Blackmore of Buddy
Wassisname and The Other Fef/as. l.Lft to right, Wayne Chaulk, Kroin Blackmore
and RJzy Johnson

make another one {violin}." His
suggestion, though, lacks
conviction.

When fiddles eventually
succumb to years of use, a
fiddle repairer is another

"A novice fiddfe·maker should
have some of the relaxed attitude of
a sports fisherman," is JImmy
Linegar's suggestion. "When you
add up the expenses ofa fishing
trip and figure that your fish costs
you right dollars per pound, you'll
probably shrug and say, 'Oh well,
it was worth it: In the same UlQY,
the therapeutic value of making
yourselfa violin MS got to be
considered. If you have not made
musical instruments before, you
shouldn't expect to int'eSt 5200 in
tools and mDterials, then turn out
a fiddle that sounds better than a
$200 store·bought one.'"

From his home high above St
John's in Shea Heights, Jimmy is a
country singer and musician with
almost 30 years of professional
experience. More recently he has
become an expert violin·maJrer too.

"My aim is to produce a
different sound, one with more
tone and volume. Perhaps it will
be favoured by country fiddlers, or
traditional. or classical players, I
don't know." At any rate,
Jimmy'S fiddles are shaped similar
to the Martin D·28 Dreadnought
guitars that changed the design of
country and westem guitars many
years ago.

Since that interview,
Jimmy's plans for making
violins have struck a sour note.
'1 haven't made a fiddle since
1984," he says, his voice heavy
with resignation, Health
concerns, a job, and other
distractions, have kept him
from his craft. "I've done some
work on a guitar and the odd
repair, that's about it."

He ran into that age--oId rub:
money. "You need money to
make violins," he points out.
Jimmy says he tried to get some
people at the university
interested, but there were no
takers. ''When the university
turned me down, that had

more than anything to do with
my giving it up."

I::ie's apologetic for sounding
so negative. "I'm feeling like
the weather today," he says,
"dismal. Some day I may try to
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A.W.May.
PRfSlDENT

Congratulations to Decks Awash magazine on ihis, its first issue under new
ownership. While Memorial University was unable to continue to support the publication
due to budget constraints, we were pleased to offer the magazine to two of its writers who
wished to produce it Independently.

Despite the restraint measures, the majority of Memorials outreach programs
remains intact responding to the educational needs of the people in all areas of this
province. In these difficult times private ventures such as the new Decks Awash are a
valuable supplement to the efforts of public institutions in meeting the education and
development challenges that face our communities.

Best wishes to Decks Awash for continued success.

If we
were to list all
the services Memorial
University of Newfoundland
maintains with, for and
through rural communities
in this province, they
would run right off this pa~

Memorial - reaching out to you.
For more information contact the =M . 1
Division of University Relations - emona
737-8663 UOIver5lty of Newfoundland
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Bill Ritchie: Hit remillds me of totem polts all Canada's West Coast-there's Q lot of
the artist ill them." Bill's whale /lOW rests all the hillside otItrlooking Higgins
Line ill St.John's

Confederatiorl Annex ill St. Jolin's.
"It reminds me of totem poles

on Canada's west coast-there's a
lot of tile artist in tllem," Bill says
as Ult visit IIim and tliew tile
nearly-completed wllale by his
home about Bauline South. "How
much care and energy did till'
artist put illto each pole-mch pole
has that spirit. It's a mOllumental
thmg for one person.'

The u'hale has bet'" an mtegral
part of Bilfs life and he'll be sorry
to see It It?tlt'f his lalld. "I ""ght
hatlt to get a place in town and
keep this place open as a studio. I
was only grolllldt'd once last
winter," Bill concludes with agrin
as Ult set out back dOlllt! the lIil1to
tile comforts he has s/llmned to be
at IIome it! the hills.

A more established market
exists for Newfoundland crafts,
although it's at the mercy of the
economics of distance. Rural
Newfoundland families often
supplemented fishing incomes
by selling craft items. While
knitting was the choice of
many, weaving was also
underway in several
communities. The April 1983
issue profiled Jean Adey of
Adeytown.

One ofa family of tell, (IS (I

child Jean Adey watched her
motller, Mrs. Alice March, work at
her loom. "[ think I was the only
o"e of liS that was really
interested." A native of LAdy
Covt', Jean married Bifl Adey and
moved to Weybridge in 1951, "[
had my first three cllildren before 1
took up weaving again," says this
motheroffit'f. "Momgat'fmeher
100m when she decided to stop
weavmg.'"

At this point Jean's daughter
Jennifer comes in to start helping
with slipper. "It's abollt time
somebody wrote abollt Rnndom
[sland. It's a great place bllt
nobody knows much about it," she

claims. Jennifer graduated from
high school last year and hopes to
go to either the College of Fis/leries
to study food technology or the
Trades College for computer
science. Jennifer appears to be a
going concern. Itl fact, the school
yearbook, 'Rnndomemories 8]·82',
says: "Even when she's doing
nothing, she's doing it out IOlld.'"

A wide range of crafts were
profiled in the February 1985
Commercial Crafts issue of
Decks Awash. One of the more
unusual was the snowshoe
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making of John Oliver of
Labrador City.

"First you have to go and find
a good birch. You need one with
straight grain a"d no knots. You
look for a tree with bIg growth
rings, that's the best kind. Then
you cut the wood to size, swab it
without U'ater, make it soft and
bend it into shape. After drying it
for a week, you put the crossbeams

I

,.n, one in front and one in back,
and after that you put the webbing
In.''



Jean Adey says, "Mom gave me her loom when she decided to stop weaving. "

Another widespread
Newfoundland industry is
woodworking, either on a
commercial basis or as a hobby.
One man who spent his
working life with wood. and
continued his interest into
retirement is Ray French,
profiled in the December 1983
issue,

Main Point was a hive of
activity (in 1961) with most of it
centred around the French mill.
~y French, 69, was one of the co­
owners of the family sawmill and
he knows how important it was to
the life of the small community.

Today Main Point is a quiet
community where ~y can sit
back in the family store and do the
things he couldn't do when the
mill was the focus of activity. At
the moment he's working on a
kitchen table and chairs.
"Furniture's my first love, always
has been. Both sides of my family

inherited the desire to work with
wood. You could hardly make a
success of things without it. You
have to have a lot of interest and
lots of patience.

Ray is making his furniture for
fun, something to keep him active
after retirement, but he sees the
possibility ofa real business for
someone who has the ambition to
work at it.

"Take my son, Neil, now. He's
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agenius at this kind of work. He's
talking ofgoing to Ottawa and
learning cabinet-making. I've
already told him this will all be
his." If Neil's got half the patience
of the rest of O,e French family,
rest assured that Main Point will
once more become a hub of
UIOOdworking activity.

Ray was right about his son.
Neil has just put his father's
tools to good. use building a
new house. Ray, on the other
hand, admits he's slowing
down. "I've cut down a bit on
the carpentry since 1983; 76 is
rather an age to be playing with
tools. I still make the odd
chair, though." What Ray isn't
telling is that his mother
recently celebrated her 100th
birthday. If longevity runs in
the family, 76 doesn't seem
quite so old anymore.

While Decks Awash has
steered clear of becoming
embroiled in politics, many of
its issues have included
interviews with federal,
provincial and municipal
politicians and officials. One of
them, in October 1984, profiled
Doug Kendall of Burgeo.

"After 12 years working for the
town, I'd say I have a fair idea of
what goes on around Burgeo,"
says Doug Kendall with a smile.
He started out as town clerk in
1969 and was promoted to town

HFurniture's my
first lUVf, always
has been," says
Ray French


















	0001_Cover
	0002_Inside Cover
	0003_Page 1
	0004_Page 2
	0005_Page 3
	0006_Page 4
	0007_Page 5
	0008_Page 6
	0009_Page 7
	0010_Page 8
	0011_Page 9
	0012_Page 10
	0013_Page 11
	0014_Page 12
	0015_Page 13
	0016_Page 14
	0017_Page 15
	0018_Page 16
	0019_Insert
	0020_Insert
	0021_Page 17
	0022_Page 18
	0023_Page 19
	0024_Page 20
	0025_Page 21
	0026_Page 22
	0027_Page 23
	0028_Page 24
	0029_Page 25
	0030_Page 26
	0031_Page 27
	0032_Page 28
	0033_Page 29
	0034_Page 30
	0035_Page 31
	0036_Page 32
	0037_Inside Back Cover
	0038_Back Cover

