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Editorial
I wish I could be more

excited about Christmas. At
the moment, it's pst one more
obligation hanging over my
head. The thought of shop­
ping sends shivers up my
back and I find no joy in the
prospect of hanging Christ­
mas tree lights, stringing
bunting and sending out
Christmas cards. If it wasn't
for the guilt, I'd be tempted to
let the season pass unnoticed.

Fortunately, not all out­
looks are as wintery as mine.
There are voices out there that
put the brakes on cynicism.
Santa's voice is one of them.
As our interview with Santa
reveals, he's a much more
human myth than we think.

IfSanta cannot reach you,
there's always the realization
that things could be worse. As
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we discover in our interview
with P'WAs (person with
AIDS) on page 26, the virus's
isolating effect can raise the
emotional toll on P'WAs
immeasurably during a
season grounded in the cel­
ebration of togetherness and
family. But there is inspiration
there too: in the relationships
they develop to carry each
other through the Christmas
period...and beyond. And if
that isn't enough to introduce
you to the season, our caution­
ary tale on bankruptcy may at
least save you from an even
grander funk when the bills
start pouring in in January.

The festive side of Christ­
mas regains its composure in
our columns section. Anthony
Murphy is back with some
serious sleuthing. Dr. Andrew
Peacock, our resident vet,
offers some observations on
the miracle of birth. Our book
reviewer surveys some tried.­
and-true children's titles for
the Christmas season-along
with some newer releases­
and offers some suggestions
on what to look for in books
when shopping for younger
neaders. And of course, no
Christmas issue would be
complete without reference to
the pantry. We serve up some
Christmas recipes from a
cookbook that is itself, a
treasured Christmas article.

Although there's no com­
mercial reindeer herding in
Newfoundland-it would be
the appropriate "tie"-there is
increasing interest in the area
of game ranching. We take an

I
in-depth look at the subject in
the first installment of a !we>­
part series that concludes in
the January-February issue.
Rounding out the edition at
hand is a story on the New­
foundland and Labrador
Crafts Development Associa­
tion's craft directory, followed
by Then and Now, a compara­
tive look at events past and
present (oh but for the prices
of yesteryear!).

In the New Year we'll
feature an examination of the
state of the fishery, learn about
the activities of a group of
intrepid sea kayakers, investi­
gate a bird rehabilitation
program at Sabnonier Nahue
Park, and discover what's on
the minds of our friends in
Labrador. And of course we'll
continue to chronicle the
history of.the province (Whit­
bourne next) and its people.

We'd be remiss to conclude
without a word of thanks to
our subscribers for sticking
with us during the uncertain
times following the closure of
Memorial University's exten­
sion service. One could at­
tribute the magazine's longev­
ity to a charmed life. The truer
assessment is that the maga­
zine is an imporiant vehicle
for perserving and celebrating
our OlIture. Your continued.
suppori is the best Christmas
present we could ask for. It's
against that backdrop that any
sourness I may have about
Christmas can only be consid­
ered Scrooge-like. I recant.
Merry Christmas and have a
happy New Year.
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Letters to the Editor
I received the final edition of
Decks Awash and gave it to a
friend who haiIs from the
Shoal Harbour area. He raved
about it so much I had to give
it to him. IT there is another
copy available I would like to
have one.
Donald Jacobs
Mount Pearl

Ed. We sent Mr. Jacobs acopy,
and we hope he enjoys the new
Det:ks AmISh as mudr. Ifany­
body else would lik£ alxu:k issllJ',
we may have what you're looking
far. Drop us aline at Box 9548,
Station B, St.John's, NF, AlA
2Y4and let us know the area or
topic 0{ the magazine and the date
0{publialtion ifyou know it. The
cost is $3 per magazine plus CST
and "..tagl>-$4.21 in all.

I am subscribing in my
daughter's name for Decks
Awash and I am so glad it's
been revised and is being put
forth again. I found that little
magazine to be so inIormative
and very interesting. The most
recent being a tribute to my
hometown of Bay Roberts.
Mn.MoryVey
Sarborough, ON

I am a Newfoundlander
(Burgeo) living in Ottawa­
away since '51. I have written
some pieces about Newfound­
land and some poetry. Would
you be interested?
Ron Dicks
Weston,ON

Ed. We're always interested in
what our readers write. Please
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send us anything you have but
we01n't guaranlt% we'll be able
to print it. Anything you send
that you'd Iik£ to have I»ck
should be aro>mpanied by a
sfJzmped, seIf-<>ddressed envelope.

Could you please let me know
if you have any back issues on
the Gambo, Bonavista Bay
area. IT so, I would like to buy
one. I really enjoy your maga­
zine and when I finish with it I
leave it at the McMurray
Newfoundland Oub for
members and guests to read.
DoryI Collins
Fort McMurray, AB

Ed. We have some issues on
different parts of the Bonavista
Boy aren. Let us know if there is
one in particular and we'd be
happy to send it along.

P.S. Clad you're so good to your
friends at the Club, but could you
ask them all to subscribe?

Please enter a subscription for
me to Decks Awash for two
years. From 1967 to 19711
worked as a wildlife biologist
in Building 810, Pleasantville,
for the Newfoundland Wild­
life Division. I still keep in
touch with my former col­
leagues. I am a professor of
wildlife at the University of
Wisconson-Stevens Point, and
am currently collaborating
with the Newfoundland
Wildlife Division on research
in Newfoundland on ptarmi­
gan, muskrats, and mink.
NeilF. Payne
Plover, Wisconson

Was nice to hear from you in
regards to Decks Awash.
American born, I feel I'm more
of a Newfoundlander than
some of the people down
there. I have been all over the
island to all comers except
Labrador. I hope to go there
this year. I married a Newfie
girl and consider myself very
fortunate indeed just to have
met her. Took her home every
year starting in 1979. Did not
make it in 1990, went twice in
'89. Love it down there. I'm
sending one subscription to
Mr. George Aiken; he and his
wife go down every year.
They introduced me to Decks
Awash and also the Down­
homer. I read every word in
them. I'm indeed happy to
know that you are going to try
to keep it coming. Will strive
to look you up when I get
HOME this year. Good luck.
James E. Willand
Stoughton, Massachusetts

Ed. Our friends from the U.S. are
always welcome for a cup of ten, a
bullalld yam. Hope we see you
soon.

We are very happy to see the
new Decks Awash since we
were so sorry to be notified
the magazine would be dis­
continued. We think you have
an excellent magazine. We
were both born in Burin, and
still love Newfoundland very
much. Keep up the good
work.
Cora &: Gordon Mayo
Lunenburg. NS



From last issue: Lloyd BellJj/l's ~11O"U'!·lOOS in fad his wrn (above). Ourapologits.
And as Ll'¥1 points out in his letter. theaerinl pllOtoUlt ran ofNero Che~, WQS

i/1 fad Hat/l's Harbour. litre it is'!§.Qin, this ti~,corrt!ctly identified.

I would like to send a one­
year subscription of Decks
Awash to Mrs. May Pennell,
Stephenville Crossing. for
Chrntmas. She's 90 years old
and deaf but loves to read. I
have given~ to her before
and she loves it.
MIs. Susie Wells
Stephenville Crossing

l
tion to that wonderful New­
foundland magazine, Decks
Awash. Can't bear to m&
another issue!
VinaMeadus
Oarenville

the new publishers. I would
greatly appreciate receiving
t~ information at your
earliest convenience.
Rhona Smart
Brantford, ON

Just received my September
issue yesterday. So nice to
have Decks Awash again.
Keep up the good work.
Joan Chambers

I Comer Brook

I
I have missed some issues and
I certainly regret it. Payment
attached for a year's subscrip-

I read, with great interest,
your article entiUed ''The
Alsatian - A Sea Disaster" in
the May-June 1990 publication
of Decks Awash. TheCaplain
of the schooner, J07n£S Law­
renee, was my grandfather. I
realize the university is no
longer publishing the maga­
zine but I was hoping you
would be able to provide me
with the name and address of

Ed. We hnd a bad feeling about
the aerial photo because it tooSn't
clearly identified at the Provincial
Archive, but docided to publish it
and see ifanyone could confirm
or dClly it's being New Chelsea.
Thank you for your help, Mr.
Helbin. As to the photo of your
workshop, we really goofed! Sorry
about the mix-upalld here's the
photo agaill with the correct
informatu", under it. Thanks
again for setting the record
stmight and we hope you con­
tinue to CIIjoy Decks AtooSh.

Best wishes to you and your I
staff for keeping Decks Awash
alive. I would like to draw II
your attention to page 40 top,
whkhbyerror~thepKnrreof

my bam or work shop and not
my home as stated. Also page
41 whkh states it ~ an aerial
view of New Chelsea cl955
Lee Wulff photo. However, it
~ a photo of Han!'s Harbour,
Trinity Bay.

The history of New Chelsea
~ well done considering the
way we have to collect and
record local ~tory. Please
make the necessary correction
in your next &ue. W~hing
you the best of luck.
Uoyd Belbin, Sr.
New Otelsea
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Interview
When Decks Auush began
/coking for an interview subject
for this issue, the intent was 10
identify someone dcoe to OIrist­
mas, but independent-minded
enough 10 bring a fresh perspec­
tiVl! to th£ season. Many sugges­
tions were discarded before a
trepidations soul suggested
Santa.

Indeed. What aboul Santll?
Undeniably dcoe 10 OIrislmas,
bul a fresh perspedi",,? Too
many traditions and trappings.
Too many popularized notWns.
Or were lhere? Perhaps Santa
outside his popu/ilrized image
was an entirely different kdlle of
fish. We dtDded to find out.

Now finding Santa is no mean
tridc. Fortunately, we were able 10
exploit a reindeer amtad Roger
Burrows made during his devel­
opment of th£ game farming preee
appearing later in th£ magazine.

We learned from Santa lhot 11£
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likes to make a number ofpre­
OIristmas reronnoiters to get a
meusUTe of th£ spirit ofOIristmas
on th£ outside. In order to amaul
himself, 11£ poses as one of th£
many 'su""titute Santas' that
populate our malls and street
corners at this time ofyear. As
Santa remarked to us: "what
better way to avoid detection than
to pretend to be who I really am?
People are expecting to deal with
pretenders, so it rarely occurs to
th£m that they might be dealing
with th£ realartide.It's th£
children wha see. They ho""
accepting h£arts and are disposed
to look beyond 111£ ruse.•

Santa hod scheduled a New­
foundland stop in his ilinerary,
and agreed 10 spenk to Decks
Auush during his stay. We
caught up with him at a bed 'n'
breakfasl in downlown SI. John's.

Decks Awash: That you're /at
is a given. Are you always
jolly?

Sanb: With respect to being
/at-by the way, I preler the
term 'fuJl-bodied'-I doubt
children would be as accept­
ing of an anorexic Sanla.
Really, the heftiness and the
happiness go hand-in-hand.
As to whether or not I'm
always jolly...? Definitely not! I
certainly have my share of
down periods and there are
lots of limes when Mrs. Claus

I and the elves could cheerfully
run me over with a sleigh.

Sanb: The public has certain
perceptions of Sanla. But
Sanla, the public persona, and
Santa the individual, are very



diverse characters. The thing
is, one of the responsibilities of
this office is that I maintain
and foster those characteristics
of the "public" Santa that
endear me to so many. I don't
think that people want to
know that Santa maybe takes
a drink too many now and
then, or that he and Mrs.
Gaus have their fair share of
soaps. To erode the popular­
ized image of Santa is to cheat
ourselves of the last vestige of
wonderment. God knows, the
world being what it is, we
need all the wonderment we
can muster.

Decks Awash: So you keep
up a good front?

Santa: True. And living at the
north pole helps. You don't
get too many visitors other
than the odd sdentific team or
the even rarer nuclear sub
crew. Even they can be
avoided if I don't want to be
found.

Decks Awash: Magic?

Santa: More like sleight of
hand...now you see it now
you don'Lthe igloo is quicker
than the eye. Rudolph's nose
can be a problem though. I
don't know how many times
he's come close to giving us
away, It's like living with a
landing beacon in your yard.

Decks Awash: Isn't that
somewhat disrespectful of
Rudolph?

Santa: Rudolph is no prince.
Having rescued Christmas
once, he's become insufferable.

Which strikes me as odd given
the circumstances of his
youth. Being the focus of the
other reindeers' ridiruJe, you'd
think he'd be more sensitive to
the need for humility.

Decks Awash: You're begin­
ning to paint a rather different
picture of lifeat the North
Pole.

Santa: There you go. That's
the tension I described be­
tween the popularized image
of Santa and the reality.

Decks Awash: What other
departures from the myth
might we expect?

Santa: I think you mean,
"what other things might you
expect to be shocked at?".
Rudolph's vanity and my
moodiness are very normal
conditions outside the context
of Santa, the "myth". What
irks me is your preparedness
to be scandalized by a Santa
who fights with his wife or
who is jealous of a show­
boating reindeer, yet you're
quite accepting of a Santa who
hawks everything from
maiden-form bras to replica
assault weapons. Ho ho ho.

Decks Awash: Where's the
pipe?

Santa: I never did smoke a
pipe. In fact, I never smoked.
Period. As Santa I have a
significant influence on chil­
dren and I take my responsi­
bility as a role model seri­
ously. I'm quite pleased to see
the pipe-smoking stereotype
laid to rest. I'd be equally

happy if I could get people to
stop investing in the charac­
terization of me as a blimp in
red serge. Granted, as I've
already said children would
be less than accepting of an
anorexic Santa, but a few
pounds shouldn't be cause for
too much concern. This
weight isn't doing my heart
any good and the reindeers
aren't thrilJed with having to
haul the extra tonnage on
Christmas eve.

Decks Awash: Speaking of
Christmas eve, how do you
manage to deliver gifts to all
the girls and boys in just one
evening?

Santa: Trade secret. You
might as well ask me how
they gel the caramel in a
Cadbury's Caramilk bar, Now
you're supposed to ask me:
'How 00 you gel the caramel
into a Cadbury's Caramilk
bar?'. Then l'I1 ask you what
you'd give me to find out.
Then you'll say: 'anything!'.
Then I'll ask:
'ANYTHING!?!T,..whiIe
eyeballing you maniacally,

Decks Awash: You obviously
watchlv.

Santa: Indeed, One huncIned
and three stations, Satellite
dish. I'd find it a lot tougher
living up here if I didn't have
access to sports programming.

Decks Awash: Santa's an
armchair jock?

Santa: I used to ""luit myself
fairly well on the hockey rink.

, I had two 3O-goai sessons in
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the AJctic League. Actually,
I've tried my hand at most of
the winter sports-the setting
lends itself to that sort of
thing.

Decks Awash: Any favour­
ites?

Santa: I like baseball but can
do without all the chawing.
spitting. nose picking and the
clutching of private parts.
Hockey goes without saying.
although the telecasts
wouldn't suffer for the loss of
Don Cherry. I expect Blue
could provide us with a more
enlightened view of the game.
Curling is my favorite. Mrs.
Claus saves up those big.
500mllAnned tomatoes tins,
then we fill them up with
rocks and rurl them on the
rink I made behind the work­
shop.

Decks Awash: No mud
wrestling. or tractor pulls?
Something out of the main­
stream?

Santa: I almost hate to men­
tion it because itll no doubt
provoke a stann of contro­
versy, but I do have a certain
fascination with dwarf tossing.
Must be my animus: being
cloistered with the elves 365
days of the year. Of course,
I've got to be discreet when it
comes to watching that sort of
thing. Gets the elves all in a
lizzy.

Decks Awash: Any thoughts
on the Magic Johnson situa­
tion?

Santa: I'm a great believer in
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I
aa:epting responsibility for
one's actions, but that doesn't
slop me from identifying with
what must be a difficult and
frightening experience for
him. In a cold-hearted sense,
having someone of his stature
go public should serve to
make people, especially
youngsters, understand that
AllJS is everyone's concern,
that no one, no matter how
powerful or gifted, is impervi­
ous to bad judgment-includ­
ing elves I might add. I had
condom dispensers installed
in the workshop washrooms
and I encourage the elves to
make use of them.

Decks Awash: Is it simply an
issue of safe sex?

Santa: Of course not. It's an
issue of respect: for one's self
and for others. I don't think it
goes far enough to practice
safe sex...inddentally, I have
real problems with notion of
'SAFE' sex. Nothing's 100 per
cent safe. I'd be more comfort­
able with 'SAFER" sex be­
cause it doesn't distance one
from the issue of onus. Even
with latex condoms the user is
exposed to some degree of
risk. I would feel more com­
fortable if the safer sex mes­
sage was coupled...oops...bad
choice of words. ..with other,
no less valid messages of seIf­
restraint like the relative
security of a monogamous
relationship or that it's all right
to simply say "no". Keeping it
zipped is the surest way to
protect yourself.

Decks Awash: You're obvi­
ously not uncomfortable with

sensitive issues.

Santa: It depends. I've been
down enough chimneys to
know what makes the world
go 'round. But in my capacity
as Santa I have to be careful
not to be identified with any
one lAmp. Speaking of
"camps", therein lies a more
interesting topic the whole
business of polarization of
issues. I find it distressing that
as a people we are becoming
less and less tolerant of diver­
gent interests and ideas and
more and more disposed to
the notion there can be no
middle ground, no compro­
mise. It's the old saw: "you're
either for us or agin us",
Chrysler president, Lee Iacoca
taIks about there being no
such thing as a 'deal' if both
parties don't feel they've
gained something in the
bargain, and any deal that
ignores that precept is
doomed to fall apart. Wise
words.

Decks Awash: Abortion?

Santa: Polarization.

Decks Awash: Gay ordina­
tion?

Santa: More polarization.

Decks Awash: The environ­
ment?

Santa: The North Pole bears
one of the most fragile ecosys­
tems in the world. The fact
that I operate a major manu­
facturing centre in the middle
of it is not lost on me. Icon­
duct an environmental"audit"



each year and I exceed the
regulatory requirements of
every major environmental
protection agency in the
world. The sleigh, of course,
produces no emissions. Five
years ago the elves and I
began developing a line of
toys that were wholly or
partially environmentally
friendly. We expect to intro­
duce those toys next year
under the WinteJCreen trade­
mark. We observe a preferen­
tial pwchasing policy for
suppliers who themselves
observe green policies.

On a personal level, the
elves, myself and Mrs. Claus
take great pride in thinking up
new ways to conserve and
preserve. We separate all our
garbage and compost the
organic waste. The non­
degradable materials are
shipped out by sleigh and
reindeer each month to ap­
proved recycling depots. Of
course, it's done in such away
as not to expose ourselves to
identification. One of the elves
is working on a system for
capturing the methane pro­
duced by the reindeers' waste.
AIl the printed matter we
produce is now published on
recycled paper. Even that list I
keep about who is naughty or
nice is written on recycled
stock.

In spite of our awareness
and precautions, I still feel
uneasy at limes about operat­
ing in such a pristine setting.
The elves, Mrs. Claus and I
have talked about moving the
workshop to a different
location but I'm afraid we'd
have a very difficult lime
getting children to accept such

a move given our long-stand­
ing association with the North
Pole.

One thing we can't do is
ignore the issue...which is
most forcefully brought home
by the ozone depletion in the
atmosphere above the two
poles. The elves, Mrs. Claus
and I are all conscious of our
exposure to sunlight these
days.

Decks Awash: Do you follow
geopolitics?

Santa: As it relates to world
peace. ''Peace on earth and
goodwill towards people"
after all, is stock in trade for
Santa. I must say, I'm encour­
aged by recent developments
in the world towards peace.
But peace, like the environ­
ment, is a fragile commodity
and is easily undone. I have to
remain optimistic though.
When I see the kind of good­
will Chrishnas evokes in
people, I can't help but believe
that the conviction for peace IS
there. That's why it annoys me
so much to witness my com­
mercialization. Santa has
powerful symbolic value in
the effort for peace. Commer­
cialization of his character
trivializes the worth of that
symbolism.

Decks Awash: [notice that
you've altered the "peace on
earth and goodwill towards
men" phrase slightly, to "peace
on earth and goodwill to­
wards people"?

Santa: It was intentional.
Although I'm associated with
very traditional values, I'm

enlightened enough to realize
that gender bias in the
langauge is one of a number
of subtle mechanisms used to
perpetuate gender discrimina­
tion.

Decks Awash: Would you say
you identify with feminist
values?

Santa: I identify with respecl
for one another.

Decks Awash: None of your
helpers are female, nor are any
of your sleigh team.

Santa: Santa is to a large
degree how you perceive him.
As your attitudes change, so
too is there greater room for
equality of opportunity.

Decks Awash: Reams have
been written about Santa.
What's Mrs. Claus like?

Santa: Kate is patient...

Decks Awash: Kate?

Santa: Short for Katherine.
As I was saying, Kate is
patient. And very secure in
her own person. Anyone who
has to put up with Santa and a
household full of elves would
have to be. She has excellent
organizational skills. And she
is very no-nonsense around.
Chrishnas time. I love to
procrastinate. If she wasn't
here to crack the whip, the
elves and I wouldn't be half as
productive. She really is the
rock that anchors our opera­
tion.

Physically, she·s. ..let·s
see...how can I say this with-

Decks Awash 9



out geting myself in trouble?
She's 'big-boned', has a rather
angular face-<:ontrary to her
popularized image, stands
about 57', cornsilk blonde,
blueish-green eyes, rather
Iargish hands, and she has the
most wonderful heart-shaped
mole on her left leg, just above
the knee. Shel1 kill me for that!
(Santa laughs uproariously.)

Decks Awaslc Would she
describe herself as a feminist?

Santa: Ask her.

Decks Awaslc Do YOU see
her as having a feminist
orientation?

Santa: She believes in respect
of person and all that that
imports.

Decks Awaslc You're not
being very forthcoming.

Santa: On the contrary, my
statement is full of meaning.
But if you want me to be more
specific... Does she have
power within the relationship?
Yes. Is she reluctant to use
that power to protect her
interests as a person? No. She
exerts an enormous influence
in our relationship. She works
very very hard and her
insights are never far off the
mark. She's a genUe person
and she has enormous com­
passion for others. She'd give
you the shirt off her back even
if it meant doing without
herself. Her friends think she
is too accommodating where
I'm concerned. They're prob­
ably right. I love her and she
loves me.
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Decks Awaslc You don't have
any children. Any plans in
that department?

Santa: Actually, we we're 'in
the parenting way' a very long
time ago. Unfortunately, Mrs.
Claus miscarried. It would
have been wonderful to have
had a daughter or a son, but
we view the miscaniage as
nature's way of letting us
know that something was
amiss. Even though prenatal
care has advanced signifi­
cantly over the years; espe­
cially where so many women
are conceiving in their later
years, our physician feels it
would be unwise for Mrs.
Claus to become pregnant
again. From that point of
view, the elves and the rein­
deer have become our family.

Decks Awash: That's quite
surprising news. There's never
been any mention of a preg­
nancy in the literature on
Santa.

Santa: It was a private matter.
And we were consdous of the
implications that having a
child held for my office and
for the whole story of Santa.

Decks Awaslc We've always
assumed Santa to be a time­
less character. Was having a
child a case of providing for a
successor?

Santa: Well, it would have
been nice to know someone
could step in at some point.
The earth's population has
topped the five billion mark
and that makes for a gruelling
Christmas eve. I may enjoy a

certain agelessness, buti'm
dearly not getting any
younger. I must confess, every
now and then I envy father
New Year his annual replace­
ment-atleasl until I get into
the swing of delivering gifts.
Then the joy associated with
gift-giving pushes aside any
reservations I might have had.

Decks Awash: If you were to
retire, where would you go
and what would you do?

Santa: I don't think it's so
much a matter of choosing to
retire. There have been many
mythical characters that have
been relegated to the footnotes
of history. They eitherlose
their cultural significance or
the values that define them
change or disappear. Occa­
sionally they enjoy a renais­
sance, but as many simply
fade into obscurity. As to
Santa's immortality, I have no
illusions where that is con­
cerned. As long as the spirit of
Christmas endures, Santa will
endure. If the spirit of Christ­
mas dies...well...then I guess
it's adios amigos. I understand
the place where irrelevant
myths go is quite comfortable.
There are a number of coun­
sellors on staff to help you
deal with the reality of your
irrelevance. Of course, some
never make the adjustment.
Mrs. Claus and I know a
number of fables that simply
can't come to terms with their
diminished status.

Decks Awash: What do you
mean by cultural significance?

Santa: Santa is perceived



differently in North America
than he is in say western
Europe, or eastern Europe or
Australia. The traditions and
trappings associated with him
in those settings vary accord­
ingly. Even on a smaller
geographical scale you see
differences in the "shape" I
take. Newfoundland is a good
example. I believe there is an
isolated reference or two in
your folklore to my arriving
on Christmas eve in a boat...a
dory perhaps?...or maybe it's a
shallop?...anyway, arriving in
a boat rather than sleigh. The
boat would hold more mean­
ing or cultural significance for
a society that arises out of the
fishery than does a sleigh.

Decks Awash: You seem to
know a little bit about New­
foundland.

(Santa sits up on the edge of
his chair and begins singing.)
Santa: I know when you are
sleeping. I know when you're
awake. I know when you've
been bad or good so be good
for goodness sake! (He settles
back into his annchair, a
mirthful twinkle to his eyes.)
I do enjoy a certain omnis­
cience.

Decks Awash: Any observa­
tions about Newfoundland or
it's people you might share
with us?

Santa: I usually avoid making
specific comments on the
people I visit or their customs.
On a general level, I think they
share some of the characteris­
tics of persons like myself who
live in a relatively insular

setting: a strong sense of
independence, an attachment
to the land-and in their case­
to the sea, and a keen appre­
ciation for the value of kin­
ships. Of course, that sort of
insularity can be a double­
edged sword in that it tends to
foster a garrison mentality...an
us against them orientation. I
suppose that's understandable
given their historical develop­
ment. But then what do I
know? Omniscient or not, fm
just a mainlander.

Decks Awash: Let's jump to
the national scene. Any
thoughts on our constitutional
wrangling?

Santa: And a merry Christmas
to you too! I think I'd rather
tackle abortion or gay ordina­
tion.

Without addressing specif­
ics, it goes back to what I was
saying earlier about the will­
ingness to compromise and
the spirit of goodwill. I think
as a country you have a
tremendous amount to lose by
failing to make accommoda­
tions. Obviously, the mecha­
nisms by which you make
those accommodations palat­
able to all players is crucial to
the success of your constitu­
tionat negoliations. Nonethe­
less, I can't help but feel that
the mechanistic aspect of the
issue is getting in the way of
the process. The means has to
proceed from the intent. No
contract, no matter how
skillfully crafted, will stand
the test of time if it's not inked
in good faith.

Decks Awash: To use the

analogy of a marriage, some­
times differences are irrecon­
dlable.

Santa: Differences usually
become irreconcilable because
the partners stop communicat­
ing. Nonetheless, divorce IS a
fact of life. But I think the
partners owe it to themselves
to explore every opporulnity
for reconciliation before
making such a far-reaching
decision. That's my traditional
Judeo-Christian ethic coming
out. Of course there are the
children to consider; in Cana­
da's case, 25-OOd million of
them. That's one custody case
I'd hate to have to arbitrate.

Decks Awash: Any predic­
tions for the New Year?

Santa: Ms. Dixon's [the as­
trologistl province not mine.

Decks Awash: Any parting
messages?

Santa: Peace. Goodwill.
Respect for one-another.
Simple messages. Slippery as
eels to get hold of. Strive for
them and try to keep their
spirit alive throughout the
year. They're far more worthy
than the cynics or pessimists
would have you believe, and
their loss would be incalcula­
ble.



With today's emphasis on
global change and fast-break­
ing stories, it's worthwhile to
sit back and take a look at
what was happening here in
Newfoundland SO, or even
100, yean; ago. Although the
pace is much faster and prices
are much higher, there are
some surprising similarities in
many aspects of Newfound­
land life as shown by stories in
the 1891 issues of The Evening
Telegram and 1941 issues of
the Daily News.

The fishery, then as now,
was the major topic of conver­
sation, and news was just as
likely to be bad as good. It
took longer to report events
but residents knew what was
happening just the same.
Competition among shipping
captains was fierce, and any
drop in catches had to ac­
counted for.
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september 18, 1891
(No title)
The banking schooner, Prim­
rose, Captain William O'Oriscoll,
owned by Messrs P. & L.
Tessier, arrived at Mobile yes­
terday from the Grand Banks
with two hundred and fifty
quintals ofcod. This places his
entire catch atabout one thou­
sand quintals. It would have
been larger by three or four
hundred more, were it not that
in the spring months Captain
O'Oriscolllosta couple ofGrand
Bank trips, bya fishing venture
he had undertaken to Cape
North.

Readers gulped down
every line, but they didn't
swallow everything that was
written and were not afraid to
question published reports.

December 3,1891

RESULT OF THE BANK
FISHERY AS CARRIED OUT
FROM PLACENTIA
Dear Sir, -- Some time ago I
noticed an account published
in the Colonist in reference to
the result of the Bank fishery
prosacutedduringthepastsea­
son here; and have taken the
trouble to ascertain the facts, or
the sum total of each vessel,
which I forwardyou as reliable.
Some of the under-mentioned
vessels did not sail out of
Placentia last season, but all
were commandedbyPlacentia
captains who Ido not like to see
not getting fair play, as it is
obvious the Colonist, or its cor­
respondent here, tries to un­
derestimate their voyages.
Here are the correct figures:­
Ten Brothers, CaptainJ. Collins
800 qtls. (dry); Aerolite, Cap­
tainP.Ounphy,1346qtls.(dry);
Jubilee, Captain J.J. Collins,



1400qtls. (dry); Nemo, Captain
AndrewWhelan, 6OOqtls. (dry);
Nimbus, Captain John Power,
480 qtls. (dry); Cresl of the
Wave, Captain J. Kelly, BOO
qtls. (dry); Trinity, Caplain F.
Ba"on, 1200 ql/s. (dry; Edith
Anne, Captain T. Fitzpatrick,
2234 ql/s. (dry).

Today's federal fishery sci­
entists walk the tightrope of
satisfying both fishennen and
their political bosses. It was no
different in 1891, and corre­
spondents occasionally found
lime to poke fun at their
efforts.

December 26, 1891
TEN SALMON CAUGHT
A fact has come under our no­
tice today that will knock our
"fish theorists· higher Ihan the
stars, or, at least, send them to
look fortruthful inlormation with
regard to the movements of
salmon. Here#is:On Wednes­
day evening a hardy fisher of
Bay Bulls, noticing something
more than usual in the appear­
ance of the water, placed his
net in that element, mooring #
to the Stagehead. On Thurs­
day morning he found ten
salmon in #, ranging from nine­
tsentotwenty-fourpounds. The
lucky fisherman came to town
to ascertain if it was legal to sell
thesalmon, andSergeantDawe
made ithisbusiness togo to the
Court House, and Judge
Prowse and Sub-Inspector
Sullivan told the official # was.
We would like very much to
hearthe explanationofour "fish
theorists·on thismatter, as they
say they know all about the
movementsofeveryfish from a
whale to a periwinkle.

Foreign overfishing and off­
shore quotas may occupy t<>­
day's inshore fishennen but
100 years ago, when New­
foundland was a sovereign
country, local politicians were
at odds with Canadian politi­
cians in Ottawa and provincial
premiers across the Cabot
Strait.

lHE BAIT QUESTION (letter)
HaJijax, Nov. 16, 1891.
Premier Whiteway,
St. John's, Nfld.:

Can Nova Scotian vessels
purchase frozen herring in
Newfoundland, not tor bait,
but for ordinary consumption
in Canada or United Slates?

(Sgd) FIEIDING, Premier
(continued on page st)
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Fact or Friction?

Game
Fanning

Game [arming, sometimes referred to as game ranching, has been

around a long time but has become acontrauersial issue in New­

foundland in the last yeu.r. One reason is that proponents and 0ppo­

nents are firmly aligned on apposite sides ofthe fence. This two-part

article attempts to remoue the Ixmiers between the t700 points of

view. They offi!r both ahistorical perspective on the use ofwildlife

around the world and the validity ofdiffi!rent management methods.

This first articlesets out the world playing field and identifies the

players. Our next issue's concluding article discusses the cunmt

situation in game ranching in Canada and the implications for
Newfi1undland.

~~-~--
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G
ame fanning de-
scribes all fOlms of
management of
wild game within
confining bounda­

ries. Traditionally, husbandry
and ranching described com­
mercial exploitation of wild
ungulates, generally for meat
production, but game ranch­
ing has become more widely
used as a descriptive tenn.
Ranching refers more specifi­
cally to fenced systems. Con­
finement rearing is used when
deer are raised for velvet
antlers only. Most operations
utilize members of the deer
family, especially red deer.
The North American species
has long been referred to here
as the elk, but Europeans use
that name for the European
moose, so the native name of
wapiti is less confusing.

While deer are easily main­
tained in large inclosures, they
are much more difficult in
smaller quarters. If closely
confined, bucks are likely to
injure and even kill does
during the rutting season, and
cow wapiti can be dangerous
to their young. Maintaining a
herd is a year-round occupa­
tion. Captive deer will not
thrive on natural foods alone;
even in summer their diet has
to be supplemented by special
mixed-fonnula pellets. Other
essential requirements are
freshly-cut hardwood browse,
salt and mineral blocks for
licking, and running water. It
is clear that farming game is
not for the faint-hearted, so
why do people seek to take it
on? The answer goes back a
long way.

The commercial farming of

I
game is not a modem inven­
tion The first example was in
Rome's Frankish kingdoms
around 600 A.D. Wildlife,
nobility, wealth and power
have historica1ly gone together
in Europe. Royalty considered
game to exist for their exclu­
sive use. A real life Robin
Hood would not have been
outlawed because he stole
from the rich to give to the
poor but because he killed and
ate royal venison. During the
Middle Ages there were more
than 2.000 enclosed deer
parks. Fallow deer have been
farmed since Roman times
and are still widespread in
European fanns. Red deer had
been kept in the hunting
preserves and in private parks
in Europe for centuries, so few
are now found in the wild,
and the same is true of related
species like the sika and rosa
in India and China.

Traditional hunting re­
quires very little capital and
energy but lots of land, while
ranching requires much less
land but a lot more capital and
energy. The two were incom­
patible until the introduction
of modem game ranching by
Raymond F. Dasmann at
Humboldt State College in
California. Developed in
Africa, it was promoted as a
means of saving native Afri­
can wildlife by using private
land. It was economically
viable and preferable to cattle
ranching so the idea was
promoted around the world
as both an agricultural and
wildlife management strategy
for both meat production and
hunting purposes. Red deer
and their cousins were most

widely touted as candidates,
but moose fanning has also
been tried in the Soviet Union
though with limited success.
Domestication of reindeer in
northern Europe and Asia has
partly filled the gap left by the
vanished wild herds. (See
box, pagel6.)

Game ranching is lauded
by its supporters as an "excit­
ing opportunity" or "farming
for the future", while its
detractors call it "a magnificent
step backwards". Their funda­
mental concerns include the
shift from traditional ways in
which game have been allo­
cated, managed and used, and
the fear of encouraging an
illicit market in game prod­
ucts. (See box, page 18J

Those in favour see an
avenue for agricultural diver­
sification and the creation of a
new product of high market
value. They point to successes
of deer farming in other parts
of the world, particularly New
Zealand. The difference in
opinion is largely determined
by the end result. Are wild
anirnals a resource to be
harvested or a legacy to be
protected?

In the 19705 and 19805, the
two sides engaged in a war of
words using arguments
drawn from personal experi­
ence. Those concerned with
the loss of wildlife and wildlife
habitat found it partkularly
difficult to counter the clairns
of outstanding success made
by game farmers. Finally, a
1989 conference on 'Wildlife
production systems: economic
utilization of wild ungulates"
provided a number of papers

(continu~don pag~18)
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Game Herding: Rebirth of ar
Game herding is less com­

monawayfromtheAnD~

although Africa is considered
the birthplace of the modem
coocept of game farming.
Local hibes athibuted great
importance to possession of
callIe and other domesticated
livestock which quickly
overgrazed pastureland. The
wild ungulates which suffered
in competition with the do­
mestic herds were disease­
resistant, adapted to local
conditions and less likely to
overgraze. Eventually, hiba!
leaders were persuaded to
switch to wild species. Herd­
ing wild game helped stabilize
local populations, including
several endangered species,
but poaching remains a major
problem

Typical of the African game
reserves is the 30,000 acre
Okonyati Game Farm close to
Windhoek, the capital of
Namibia. This farm was
featured in a 1970s Wild
Kingdom episode recently
repeated on the U.S. Public
Broadcasting Service, and
clearly demonstrated both the
positive and negative aspects
of such operations. The farm's
high-tensile steel wire keeps
wild game inside, but many
predators dig holes under the
feoces and have to be chased
down and captured. One such
capture showed the rough
treatment used on a cheetah,
itself an endangered species.
While such ranches enable
herd animals to live in condi-
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tions similar to the wild,
feoces prevent them from
dispersing when attacked,
which means farm managers
have to be on constant vigil for
potential predators, which
occasionally switch from
domestic sheep and goats
grazing on adjoining land.

Game herding is a feature
of arctic as well as subtropical
grasslands. The First Interna­
tional Reindeer and Caribou
Symposium in 1972 provided
an in-depth look at game
herding around the world and
at the use of caribou in par­
ticular. According to Hengl
Westerting of the College of
Veterinary Medicine in Hel­
sinki, "Reindeer herding
developed in Fmland as a
family-based economical
system in which every family
had its own land on which its
reindeer were herded....Now
that the people do not herd
the animals closely they have
to build feoces instead." This
marked the change from game
herding to game raoching in
Scandinavia.

Lapp herdsmen had also

revolutionized reindeer herd­
ing by introducing
snowmobiles in 1%2, elimi­
nating both the family herding
system and the use of reindeer
sleds. Motorization made
herding more efficient by
speeding up the roundup and
rushing meat to the market,
but it could not provide a
living for the herder and his
family who still rely on fish­
ing, hunting and tourism, too.
Throughout Lapland and in
Greenland, reindeer herding
remains heavily subsidized,
and the Norwegian govern­
ment encourages herdsmen to
augment natural pasture food
with dietary supplements.

Scandinavian reindeer do
not have a well-developed
habit of migrating, and Fmn­
ish reindeer are more like the
woodland caribou of New­
foundland which prefer more
forested areas unlike the
Swedish, Norwegian and
AnDc species which migrate



lAncient Tradition

over huge areas of open taiga
and tundra. Local variations in
habits required dependent
people like the Lapps to adopt
lifestyles to fit local herds.

In Russia, wild reindeer
were joined by domestic
varieties around 1887. Num­
bers of wild reindeer de­
creased as the domestic rein­
deer industry expanded until
1950 when hunting restric­
tions reversed the trend. Wild
reindeer moved into the
winter ranges of domesticated
reindeer and depleted the
herds by attracting some
away. These feral reindeer
were less weD-adapted than
wild animals and were more
likely to be kiDed by predators
and hunters. In Alaska, haIf­
wild reindeer in wild caribou
herds tend to become more
exatable and less palatable as
a meat sowee. Wild caribou
operate quite dilferently from
domesticated cattle. Reindeer
require different seasonal

pastures and migrate from
one area to another in Nor­
way, but there is disagreement
about which mode North
American caribou fit, accord­
ing to an Edmonton consult­
ant at the l'1n conference.

In Alaska, bringing in
reindeer broadens the re­
source base of native
populations and provides a
means for social and economic
development. StiD, 80% of
domesticated reindeer were
found in the Soviet Union in
1%9 and only 1% in North
America. After the discovery
of gold in 1897, native rein­
deer ownership became an
important commertial enter­
prise supplying the mines
with meat until they scaled
down operations in the 19205.
Numbers rose from just over
2,000 in 1898 to 6,500 in 1902
and 2O,lXXl by 1908. They
continued to increase to
640,lXXl by 1937 before falling
rapidly to just 25,000 in 1950.
The main reason was the
unwiUingness of local herds­
men to move with the herds.

CommerciaJ operations
date from around 1945, and aU
herds are smaD, the largest in
1969 totaUing just 5,lXXl ani­
mals. Herds managed by
Norwegians and Lapps were
more successful than those
owned by Inuit. George
Scotter in his book Reindeer
husbandry in North America
considered herds less than
1,lXXl strong to be uneconomi­
cal, yet most herders have less
than this number.

The Canadian government
considered a number of
management strategies for
reindeer in the North West
Territories. Canadian Reindeer
Ltd. had operated successfuUy
under Silas Kanagegana from
1974 to 1978 and later under
William Nasogaluak. Agricul­
ture Canada established a
portable slaughter facility and
the construction of the
Dempster Highway opened
up markets to the south.
Canadian Reindeer Ltd.
generated $1 million annuaUy,
but land claims made it likely
it would be sold to the
Inuvialuit Regional Corpora­
tion. Canadian Reindeer tried
to seD live reindeer to China
and Korea despite revocation
of its export permit by the
territorial government.

Reindeer herding is often
more politicaUy attractive than
subsistence hunting and
gathering, yet fewer people
benefit. Animal welfare
groups have yet to focus on
reindeer herding or the related
sales of velvet antlers, but
reindeer ownetS are already
emphasizing the humane
slaughter of animals for meat.
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One Man's Meat,
(c:ontinuK from pale 15)

by independent biologists
and managers from around
the world and allowed
valid comparison< to be
made. Unfettered by ties to
game ranchers or environ­
mentalists, the authors
discussed the issues using
the latest infonnation
available. Far from being
wholly good or unequivo­
cally bad, the truth appears
to be somewhere in the
middle with sua:ess tied
more to local conditions
than to the expertise of
rancheIS.

Those interested in
wildlife see game ranching
as achance to influence
land use by redirecting
langible benefits of conser­
vation to landowners, to
stabilize markets for wild­
life products, and to secure
gene pools of species
threatened in the wild.
Those more interested in
rural development are
encouraged by opportuni­
ties to maintain productive
landscapes, to reduce
dependence on cultural
energy, to tap new agricul­
tural markets, and to main­
tain culturally consistent
livelihoods for indigenous
peoples.

Others doubt not only
whether wildlife production
is a viable economic and
environmental strategy but
also whether it runs counter
to the claimed purpose.
Some of the strongest
opposition is philosophica1,
but even pragmatic conser­
vationists have expressed

(continUK on pale 20)
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A September 1991 Outdoor
Canada article stated that
ranched game is most likely to
appear in the market place as
medicine and aphrodisiacs.
Wildlife parts have been used
in traditional Asian medicine
for thousands of years. Medi­
cine of the Far East teaches
that anima1s lose much of
their powerful heating yang in
captivity, so a wild caribou
rack is worth four times that
of a tame reindeer or ranched
deer. Not surprisingly, this
encourages poaching of wild
game wherever a market
exists.

Oearly, there is money to
be made, and lots of it, which
naturally attracts the attention
of those with less than ideal
ethics. High prices on the
velvet antler market in 1'1T7
led to the capture of 25.000
deer in New Zealand in 1m­
BO. Elk antlers in velvet sell for
close to $80 a pound Russian
game farms supplied the
Asian market, but contamina-

tion from the Chemobyl
nuclear station turned Asian
eyes to other uncontaminated
SOUlt:eS.

This is not a new problem
One of the tenets of game
ranching in Scotland after 1978
was that there would be no
antler sales, yet game farms in
New Mexico, Colorado and
Montana have already been
indicted for stealing from the
wild. Colorado recently
banned the sale of wildlife
parts because they became so
valuable that poaching was
encouraged. ''By creating a
legal market for wildlife and
wildlife parts, game farms
increase the incentive to steal
the public's wiId1ife:' Bob
Lanka concluded in his Wyo­
ming Wildlife article.

Asian wiId1ife is vanishing
fast and entrepreneurs there
are looking to North Ameri­
ca's relatively abundant
wildlife to liII the gap in
supplies. Korean traders have
offered aboriginal hunting
federations up to $1000 a
pound for canbou antlers in
velvet in June and July. Native



industry is velvet, almost all of
which is exported." New
Zealand supplies two-thirds
and Canada just over 10% of
Taiwan's imports of velvet
antler which reached more
than U.s. 51 million in 1984,
and Korea imports about $6.5
million of deer velvet and
51oo,OllO of reindeer antler.
Canada sent 3,200 kilograms
of wapiti velvet to Korea in
1986, valued at US. S204,OllO.
These an! just the reported
trade figures, and Korean
Customs confiscated U.s. 51.4
million in the first 11 months
of 1980 alone. Trade in medi­
cal products is weD over US.
S30 million a year and worth
more than legal sales of meat.

Many of the improved
management practices have
come from the sale of velvet
antlers, which makes it eco­
nomicalto farm deer for
slaughter. Both Russia and
China have a tradition of deer
farming to produce a large
antler mass, and most farmed
deer in Asia supply velvet
antlers to the marketplace.
Such products as velvet
antlers are relatively light,
easily broken into smaD pieces
and packaged into containers
that can be smuggled out.
Only about 1% of wildlife
violations are reported.

Money is already changing
hands here in Canada. Special
interest groups have tried to
create a venison market and

Another Man's Medicine
an eastern medicine market.
In demard an! the velvet
antlers, tails and sex organs of
deer, and the gall bladders,
paws, claws, teeth and ..un:of
bears. This removes protectiOn
by creating a hard-Io<onbol
marketplace. A sling opera­
tion in the US. exposed the
presence of not only wildlife
parts along with contraband.
but also human parts-and
you thought it was safe to go
outside!

A huge black market
certainly exists in wildlife
parts. The American black
bear has been particularly
hard hit. [t is rumon!d that the
ill-fated Air India jet that
crashed into the Irish Sea on
June 22, 1985 contained two
suitcases each filled with 35
lbs. of the dried gall bladders
of at least l,OllO Canadian
black bears. In Toronto's
Chinatown, bear gall bladders
seD for SSOO an ounce as
remedies for heart disease,
cancer and haemonhoids.

Indeed, many species an!

on the endangered list because
there is a legal market in the
Far East. China, the worst
offender, is a signatory to the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) yet continues to allow
this trade to continue. Snow
leopards and tigers~
certainly be in a far healthier
state ifChina and Russia
stopped their slaughter, both
legal and illegaJ. but official
blind eyes continue to be
turned.

hunten an! now abandoning
the traditional October meat
harvest to take advantage of
this ....y cash and leaving the
can:asoes to litter the Arctic
tundra. One telephone inquiry
from an American entrepre­
neur offered dose to 511
million and wouJd have
required the slaughter of some
22,OllO caribou. .

Conservative estimates by
the Us. FISh and Wildlife
Department in Washington,
D.C., admit to more than S30
million in elk antlers shipped
annually to destinations in the
Orient, and that iocludes only
a smaD proportion of illegal
sales. Dan Cowan, who wrote
an article for OutdoorCanada
in 1987, watched a Chinese
pharmacologist in Toronto's
Chinatown separate wild
caribou and domesticated
reindeer antlers by licking the
velvet surfaces to taste the
differenre

The international market for
velvet antler is relatively smaU
and wen....pplied. Sioce it is a
buyer's market, many New
Zealand fanners have little
interest, but for some it is
auciaI. The 1989 Ungulate
Conference included a report
on New Zealand's deer fann­
ing industry which stated,
"One of the main products of
New Zealand's deer farming
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doubts about the wisdom of
the strategy, listing a variety
of biological and social threats
of commen:ialization. SOOrt­
term optimism could deplete,
rather than augment, stocks.
Others, including hunting
organizations, are concerned
that making the sale of game
meat and other products legal
will provide an incentive for
poaching. They are also
concerned about the spread of
disease from domestic game
to wild herds and the dangers
of interbreeding.

This is a very real and
current concern. Canada is
now on the verge of losing its
brucellosis-free status worth
an estimated $2 billion in trade
to the callie industry, so it's
hardly surprising most cattle
ranchers are against game
ranching since diseases are
attributed for the most part to
imported animals. Wild elk
contract the disease and share
the same pastures as cattle, so
the die is cast. The continued
importation of elk from the
United States makes the
spread of several bovine
diseases very likely.

Some facts are obvious.
Greater production is valid
only with the removal of
native predators and with
large scale landscape altera­
tions. Removing predators
was a major part of
Scandinavian reindeer herd­
ing policy. And there are
limits to what will work; not
all ventures ended up exactly
as planned. The introduction
of Norwegian reindeer to the
subantarctic island of South
Georgia earlier this century
resulted in an unusual interac-
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tion between this Arctic
mammal and a Southern
ecosystem. Small numbers of
reindeer were introduced to
South Georgia by Norwegian
whalers between 1911 and
1925. By 1958, there were 3,000
animals in one herd, and by
1972, the herd was split in two
and down to 1,900. introduc­
tion of non-native species
usually results in habitat
degradation. This also hap-
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pened with the introduction of
Himalayan thar to New
Zealand and Scandinavian
reindeer to Arctic islands.

The opposition suggests a
scaling down or even elimina­
tion of the concept of game
ranching. In Africa, the show­
place of open-country game
ranching, there were problems
associated with the wide
adoption of the conservation
strategy on the continent.
Game ranching in South
Africa spread foot and mouth
disease, corridor disease and
rinderpest. These diseases had

long been present in wild
herds, but their seasonal
migrations tended to limit and
localize outbreaks. Only now
are modem veterinary medi­
cine practices able to control,
but never eliminate, wildlife
diseases among the managed
herds. The current political
situation in the Soviet Union
makes conservation and wild­
life management extremely
difficult there as well, accord­
ing to Dr. Sergei Polozov of
Moscow Pedagogical State
University, especially in areas
where native populations
regularly take wild game,
even endangered species.

High fixed costs are among
the major disadvantages of a
deer farming enterprise. The
purchase of breeding stock is
likely to exceed all fixed costs
by 4:1, which explains the
preference for animals from
wild herds. More drastic
fluctuations in population
numbers among deer and
other ungulates occur as a
result of human interference.
Increases result from predator
removal or the introduction
and subsequent eradication of
a disease, while declines arise
from the overuse of resources.

Proponents of game fann­
ing suggest wildlife is suffer­
ing and cannot be managed,
so it's necessary to tum wild­
life over to private ownership
for management profit <see
box, page 2.2.) Yet, it was in
response to the destruction of
wildlife by unrestricted exploi­
tation that North America's
system of wildlife manage­
ment was developed. Until
then, wildlife provided food
and clothing for natives,



trappe"', settle"" explorers,
anny and police units and
labour gangs building rail­
ways, operating mines and
herding cattle. The opening of
the American West by the
railway made a bad situation
worse and almost eliminated
the plains bison-market
gunnenl and natives with
rifles did the rest.

It is ironic, and a sad reflec­
tion on the history of private
ownership, that the U.S.
Cavalry became the protector
of wildlife in American na­
tional parks by riding into
Yellowstone National Park on
17th August, 1886, and reliev­
ing the Superintendent of his
duties. Their resulting deci­
sions were closely monitored
by a young Theodore
Roosevelt and became the
basis of his celebrated conser­
vation policy.

One major problem on
which everyone agrees is how
to keep farm game inside
fences and keep wild game
out. Elk, deer and caribou can
leap eight-foot fences, so
fencing them in is not a guar­
antee of containment. Local
wildlife officials suggest that
the likelihood of ranched
game escaping is 100%. Rea­
sons for escape include poor
fence construction and mainte­
nance, floods, wind, drifting
snow, fallen trees and vandal­
ism. Animals also escape by
jumping over, going under, or
tearing down a fence during
the fall rut. Colorado hunters
harvested four escaped game
farm wapiti in 1990 and many
others are probably at large
among the wild herd in
northeastern Colorado.

A greater danger is pointed
out by Bob Lanka and Rich
Guerad in an article entitled
''Game behind wire" pub­
lished by Wyoming Wildlife
in July 1991. "Hybridization
between game anirnaIs and
wildlife is very likely and
could compromise the genetic
integrity of wild populations,"
they conclude. Colorado
sportsmen are now paying for
the removal of red deer and
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red deer hybrids.
Not only are diseases

spread by these escapes but
the wild gene pool is contami­
nated. Many domestic animals
carry diseases to which they,
themselves, are immune and
pass them on to wild game.
Mad cow disease, which has
been a major problem with
cattle in Great Britain, has now
been confirmed among elk at
a research facility in Wyo­
ming.AgricultureCanadas
disease control branch recently
suggested six cases there
could have been a disease

with similar symptoms, but
tests by the National Institute
of Health in Bethesda, Mary­
land, have confirmed the
original diagnosis.

As United Kingdom au­
thorities found out in the
19705, it is difficult to localize
disease outbreaks unless both
anirnaIs and the fields them­
selves are quarantined. Foot­
and-mouth disease originated
from one field and would
have ended there, except that
British birders discovered a
rare North American duck on
an adjoining pond and used
the contaminated field for
access. As a result, the disease
spread throughout the coun­
try to the consternation of
agricultural officials who
didn't see the connection
between the events.

The problem is universal.
Red deer have hybridized
extensively with wapiti in
New Zealand, and free­
ranging red and sika deer
have done the same in Ireland.
There are seriousco~
quences for wild populations,
too, in terms of genetic diver­
sity. Non-native species do not
have their yearly activities in
tune with native food sources
and climatic fluctuations. This
often leads to large increases
in numbers soon after intro­
duction followed by disas­
trous drops as a result of
overgrazing. Intermixing of
domestic and wild anirnaIs
would transfer this problem to
the wild population.

Game ranchenl take a
different view and clairo many
species are more efficient than
domestic stock in climatically

(continued 011. ~se 23)
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Meat is no Small Potatoes
The concept of commerdal

game ranching was developed
in New Zealand. Deer ranch­
ing in New Zealand is univer­
sally proclaimed by support­
ers of ranching as a resound­
ing success. From the ranch­
ers' point of view everything
points to a viable and profit­
able industry. Markets are
relatively stable or expanding,
livestock is readily available,
the various levels of govern­
ment seem to be receptive,
and the growth in Australasia
appears conducive to a large
scale expansion everywhere.
Critics, however, point out
there were no native deer in
Australia or New Zealand,
although at least 11 ungulate
species have become estah­
lished in New Zealand, com­
peting with sheep for pasture
and soon outstripping the
ability of the land to feed
them.

Critics also say control
operations were required in
New Zealand to protect
vegetation and watersheds
from these earlier introduc­
tions. Feral deer were abun­
dant enough in the 19405 and
1950s to allow a wholesale
slaughter for export of venison
to Europe and antlers and
parts to Asia. This slaughter,
similar to the decimation of
kangaroos in Australia, was
then foDowed by the lucrative
ranching operation cited by
proponents as proof of the
success of game ranching.

This created a demand for
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commercial management on
fenced farms. Deer farming in
New Zealand was legalized in
1970, and, five years later,
there were 25 farms and 5,000
deer. Deer farming has been
spectacularly successful,
growing to more than 300.000
animals by 1986. The industry
is weD organized under the
New Zealand Deer Farmers'
Association and the govern­
ment's Game Industry Board.
Their official line is that "deer
are efficient converters of
grass to meat on good grazing
land", which, combined with
meat leaner than that from
domestic livestock, makes
them popular with farmers.
Wild meat is lower in both fat
and cholesterol than domestic
beef, which explains why
Weight Watchers recommend
bison meat, so farming wild
game would seem to be a .
desirable means to a healthier
world population.

Both those in favor and

those against game ranching
admit the long-term future of
the industry in New Zealand
depends entirely on the ability
to develop new markets for
venison. Yet the most profit­
able markets are in animal
parts, especiaUy antlers in
velvet. Not too far away, the
first Australian deer farms
were set up in Victoria in
1971-72 and quickly ex­
panded. Australia now has
more than 40,000 fallow, red
and rusa deer. Since 1984,
Australians have accepted the
meat, especiaUy in better
restaurants.

In Asia, things look equally
rosy. Deer have been farmed
on a commercial scale in
China for decades. There were
260.000 farmed deer, mostly
sika, in 1981 and the popula­
tion is rising by 1(l-20% a year.
Korea may have as many as
80.000 deer, mostly sika,
supporting a flourishing



collage industry run by
families. The Soviet Union
was among the major produc­
ers of venison with 43,000
European red deer, 10,600
other red deer, 150.000 Asiatic
wapiti and 70,000 sika. In
Canada, venison rose from $5
a kilogram to $11 a kilogram
because the Chemobyl disas­
ter contaminated some
Scandinavian reindeer and
reduced the number of deer
on farms in the Soviet Union.

The apparent success in
Australasia led to demands
for similar operations around
the world, including places
where the concept was not
entirely unknown. Deer
stalking on private estates
became a very important
activity in Scotland and wild
populations of red deer grew.

In the early 19705 there
were 200.000 wild red deer in
the Scottish Highlands. A
demand for red deer venison
in Germany made deer twice
as valuable as lamb, and a
farm project started at
Glensaugh in 1970 still exists.
Modem deer farming fol­
lowed in the 19705 and the
British Deer Farmers' Associa­
tion was formed in 1978. The
United Kingdom has 10,000
red deer and smaller numbers
of fallow deer. For supporters
of game ranching, the signs on
other continents are also
encouraging. South African
venison exports have been as

high as 4,000 tonnes in good
years and are likely to increase
again now that trade sanctions
have been lifted.

Commercial production of
wildlife has earned respect­
ability as an agricultural
strategy, and net international
trade in game meat now
exceeds 35,000 tonnes, repre­
senting 7% of world meat
production. The largest ex­
porter of farm venison, New
Zealand, expects to increase
output to about 26.000 tonnes
by 1995. West Germany
imports 17,000 tonnes of game
meat a year (half the world
total), and France imports
8,()(X} tonnes. Argentina
exports 10,000 tonnes of game
meat (one third of the world
total), and the United King­
dom about 4,500 tonnes. And
the sale of meat to European
gourmet markets is increas­
ing.

While the production of
meat is traditionally seen as
the major goal of wildlife
production systems, in ec0­

nomic terms, the industry
exists on the sale of other
products, although New
Zealand's share of the meat
market is rising as the velvet
antler market shrinks. Deer
skin exports averaged U.S.
$400,000, mostly to Japan and
West Germany, and repre­
sented around 7% of the value
of venison.

The conversion of public
land into large game ranches
to create "trophy ranches" was
an integral part of the process.
It is already well-established
in New Zealand and Texas,
and even mOTe so in Germany
where it is public policy.

(continued from page n)

stressful environments or
where certain endemic
diseases are prevalent.
Their argument is that the
bigger the herds the better
the chances of avoiding
disease. Small properties
often do not provide an
adequate economic return,
and on extremely large
properties the erection of a
game fence becomes pro­
hibitively expensive, par­
ticularly in rough or wet
terrain, so ranchers press
for ever larger ranges for
their herds. In Germany
and New Zealand, this is
not a problem with lots of
private land available, but
in Canada, and especially in
Newfoundland, the high
proportion of public land
makes expansion less
attractive.

The general consensus is
that there are advantages
and disadvantages in the
concept of game ranching,
with the deciding factor
being how the resource is
managed. In Europe, where
most land is privately
owned and privately
hunted, attempts to save
endangered species, both
ungulates and gamebirds,
have been largely unsuc­
cessful. Both Russian wild
horses and several bustards
(open-eountry gamebirds
bigger than turkeys) were
hunted close to extinction
on private lands. Conserva­
tionists there are now call­
ing for public ownership of
wildlife, while the demand
goes in the opposite direc­
tion in North America.
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Fur Industry Strategy Launched
by Bill Parkinson

FMm rttlring o{tmpptJ1 mtlroe sp«ks liJ% pInt mQrlnt is an intt1?Sling notion.

I
n the past decade there
has been a resurgence of
fur fanning in Newfound­
land, with 130 fanns

producing silver fox and mink
pelts to the value of more than
$750,000 annually. In the past
two years low prices have
caused farmers to reduce their
stock, but markets are improv­
ing and there is potential for
expansion.

Fur fanning in Newfound­
land has a number of advan­
tages: flexibility, (operations
which can be combined with
other rural activities), a climate
conducive to good quality
silver fox pelts, an abundance
of raw materials for feed, and
potential for diversification to
new species such as lynx and
pine marten. Its weaknesses
include inadequate fann
infrastructure, low production
levels, high cost of feed im­
ports, vulnerability toext~
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grading and marketing sys­
tems and a need for more
research and training.

A comprehensive five-year
fur strategy was revealed for
Newfoundland and Labrador
on November 4 to take advan­
tage of that future potential. A
strategy committee chaired by
the Economic Recovery Com­
mission and consisting of
representatives from the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Fur Breeders Association

I (NLFBA), the provincial
department of forestry and
agriculture and the Avalon
Community College.

Five priority areas are
identified in the group's
resulting strategy: increase
production efficiency and
volwne, encourage more
secondary processing, re­
search and develop new
markets and marketing sys­
tems, expand training and

research capabilities, and,
finally, adopt initiatives to
improve communications and
the public image of fur fann­
ing.

For the fann operations the
strategy emphasizes upgrad­
ing fann infrastructure, access
to good breeding stock, and
ensuring good environmental
management as fanns ex­
pand. It recommends more
research with local raw mate­
rials and using them more
extensively to reduce feed
costs. It encourages the
growth of small wet feed
kitchens and maximum use of
fish and seal wastes. Farmers
are encouraged not to put all
their eggs in one basket, to
diversify to new species and
variations within species to
minimize their marketing
risks. Examples are chinchil­
las, angora rabbits, and exotics
such as lynx and the native
pine marten. No research has
been done to evaluate the
survival and management of
these species on fann opera­
tions. Furthermore, wildlife
personnel are opposed to the
importation of new species
and the fanning of any native
animals.

Value-added processing
will be encouraged. The
strategy suggests establish­
ment of small scale tanning
facilities and development of
fur and leather garments as
well as craft enterprises. It



states the gannents should be
promoted as practical and
durable rather than being
luxurious or exotic, and
secondary processing efforts
should involve sealers, sheep
producers and craft industry
representatives.

Fur fanners now market
pelts through the North
American auction system,
which does not bring the
highest potential returns for
the known high quality of
NewfOlmdlander Silvers.
Some direct marketing to
buyers has been tried and the
strategy suggests this should
be pursued further. Other
marketing initiatives include
research into sale of new
native breeding stock, estal>­
Iishing better local grading
arrangements, holding mar­
keting workshops and work­
ing with the Canadian Sealers
Association in joint marketing
ventures.

The Avalon Community
College has helped fur farm­
ers through its innovative Fur
Fanning Training Program
which is drawing national and
international interest. Training
must, however, increase and
expand in scope. The need for
collaborative research among
industry, governments and
institutions is also noled.
Priorities include research on
raising new species and on
local feed inputs. Recognizing
the value of demonstration
farms for applied research and
on-farm training, the strategy
calls for the creation of two
demonstration farms, one for
Newfoundland and one for
labrador.

For the fifth major area, the

strategy suggests improving
the public image of fur farm­
ing by providing industry
organizations with more
resources for communications
both within and beyond the
industry itself.

Development of the fur
strategy is one thing, its
implementation is yet to come.
The committee which pre­
pared the strategy has as­
signed various actions to its
members and will continue to
meet regularly to determine
progress. Further expansion,
diversification and new devel­
opment opportunities for the
industry are anticipated.

So what is the significance
of this effort?

Erst, in addition to provid­
ing a planning document, the
committee process strength­
ened the 1inks among those
working in the industry and
those providing a forum for
discussion and information
exchange. This is important as
in so many cases, especially in
governments, personnel
debate and negotiate with
each other rather than servic­
ing the industry where real
employment and economic
activity is generated.

The strategy is comprehen­
sive, addressing the priority
areas and itemizing detailed
actions within each area. This
is no doubt another benefit of
the co-operative input from
those involved both directly
and indirectly with fur farm­
ing.

There is, unfortunately, no
estimate of costs to implement

I
the strategy. But this is no real
problem in that estimates
usually turn out to be inaccu-

rate anyway, given our rap­
idly changing economic
environment It is obvious,
however, that suocessful
implementation will require
human and financial resources
from both industry and
government. Fortunately the
strategy has specific objectives
with itemized action plans to
achieve them. This allows
progression to proceed as
resources are available. Some
items can be implemented
without others; it is not an all
or nothing situation.

The need for diversification
in areas of animal species,
secondary processing and
markets is essential to mini­
mize risks for the industry.
Consumer demands are
erratic when it comes to fur so
diversified products will
providea~ureofslability

over the long term.
The fur industry operates in

a global market so producers
must reduce costs and be
competitive. The opportunity
here is to use local by-prod­
ucts from fish, seal, and spent
hens to prepare local feed. In
addition to reducing cots, this
should increase self-suffi­
cioney and contribute to
environmental improvements.

Farm rearing of trapped
native species such as pine
marten is an interesting
notion. It might offer unique
opportunities but wildlife
officials insist they must
determine first if both or either
of the labrador or Newfound­
land pine marten is a distinct
sul>-species. It will be years
before these answers are
available. Are the answers
necessary?
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