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Editorial
Christmas, with its varied

frenetic and lazy rhythms, has
departed once again and left
us with the rest of the year to
sort things out. Here at Decks
Awash, we have the same
need to settle back into a more
normal rhythm. It's not easy
when every day brings new
problems and few opportuni­
ties, especially in a province
that seems to lag behind
everyoneelse.

Last month, Atlantic
Canada lost yet another
regional magazine, Atlantic
Advocate, and the future is no
brighter at the beginning of
1992 AIl the more reason for
adopting a positive attitude
and coping with CST,PST,
increased postal rates and
everything else the various
levels of governmentthrow at
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us. Surviving in the magazine
business without corporate
support is like riding a bicycle
on the Trans-Canada High­
way-it takes longer to get
there and it only needs one
careless act not to make it. But
we knew that when we start­
ed and our wheels have not
fallen off yet.

As one way of beating the
odds, we're hoping to hire
someone fulltime to handle
the daily chores of updating
subscription lists, answering
correspondence, providing
informationon the magazine
and generally being our link
with you. No longer would
you call during the day and
have to wait for a return caU
because we couldn't be there
to answer your inquiryimme­
diately. Even if we get some­
one in, it will take a while lor
the person to get a feel for the
routineof the magazine (we
haven't quite managed it
ourselves yet), but we're
confident an "office manager"
will be a great help in getting
us up the right path.

Thisissue is again a reflec­
tion of many different aspects
of provindallife. We have our
regular features-Gardening
with Ross Traverse, Animal
Tales by Dr. Andrew Peacock.
Anthony Murphy by Charles
Callanan, The Book Comer
and The Pantry, as well as the
conclusionof our two-part
feature on Game Farming.
which looks at the North
Americanexperienceand its
implications for Newfound­
land. We also have two west

coast features: one on Uncle
Harry's Bar Band, the other on
Marble Mountain ski resort .
Our historical feature this time
is on Whitboume/Markland
area, where a new building is
causing some excitement
while offering a route back to
sodety lor some people
who've had trouble fitting in.

In future issues we'll be
looking in some detail at the
fishery, sampling the waters at
the Avalon Water Bottling
Plant, paddling alongside
some intrepid sea kayakers,
watching birds fly at Salm­
onier Nature Park, profiling
prominent Newfoundlanders
and continuing to search the
provincefor items of interest
to our readers. Incidentally, if
you know of someone (or
something) who'd make an
interesting profile, drop us a
line and we'll try to follow up
on your suggestionts).

Which brings US full circle:
we want to hit full stride but
we cannotdo it without your
continued support. Your
endorsement is essential to
lead Decks Awash into an­
other quarter-century of
publication. Uyou like the
magazine, if you think it's
worth having. please don't be
shy about spreading the word.
We've got the vessel, we know
the waters, and we hope we'll
continue to have you as our
crew. All the best for the New
Year and let's hope Canada's
haul of medals at the Winter
Olympics will herald a new
era of co-operation instead of
division. We sure need it!
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Letters to the Editor
When the final issue of

Decks Awash came out I felt
bad as I've beengetting it for a
few years and when I heard
that they were coming out
again I sent in my money as
soon as I receivedthe notice.

Now the last issue that I
received was marked Volume
201f2,March-Aprill991 and
the first one that I received of
the new issue marked Volume
20#4,September-Cctober
1991. Yesterday I received
another issue marked Volume
20#5, November-December
1991. Is there a Volume 20#3?
If there is, I did not get it.

I am also interested in
trying to get some binders to
put the magazines in. Cana­
dian Workshop magazine has
got a hard cover binder that
holds 12 issues and it keeps
them clean and unwrinkled.
Where Decks Awash is such
an interesting magazine, it
would be nice to have a
protective cover on them; and
where we only get six a year,
one cover would do fortwo
years, so you could charge
seven or eight dollars each.

Maybe some people just
read them and then throw
them out, but I don't, so if you
could let us know in your next
issue...?
W,T, Churchill
Labrador City

Ed. We'll lookinlolhepossibility
ofselling binders 10holdDecks
Aunsh. In lhemeantime, Mr.
Churchill, we'resendingyou lhe
issutyou missed,Volume20 #3,
August-September.
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So glad Decks Awash
didn't disappear. My son-in­
law from Harbour Breton
transplanted in Alberta sure
enjoys every copy.
Beth Boulos
Deer Lake

I wonder am I too late to
catch the December issue? I
wish you all a very Merry
Christmas, a happy and
prosperous New Year .
H.McBain
Gander

Ed. TheDecember issut has
lurnedout to beverypopular, but
wehaoe loIsforanyonewho
wouldlikeanexiracopy or to
starta newsubscription from thaI
issue.

So very disappointed when
your magazine was discontin­
ued, but delighted to know
you're on deck again. It
seemed as though a part of me
had been cut away when your
magazine ceased to arrive. As
a former Newfoundlander, I
am aware of the dedicated
time and service you put into
this book, and one could never
find this type of information in
any other publication.

I would like to see more
information on the Codroy
Valley , with its many cultured
descendants. I recall a Micmac
family , French and Irish , my
own ancestors, Scottish, and
morerecently,others, not
forgetting. of course, the
English.

Wishing you continued
success.
Eo Upton
Armdale, N.S.

Ed. We'll tryourbesl10gelout
west.

During the early morning
of February 18, 1942 the
fluorspar miners ofSt. law­
rence miraculously rescued
183 survivors from the ship­
wrecked U.S.S. Polluxand
U.Ss. Truxlun, which ran
aground at Chamber's Cove
near St. Lawrence.

In spite of the exceptional
act of bravery and heroism of
Newfoundlanders, 204Ameri­
can officers and men lost their
lives.

The town of St. Lawrence
received international acclaim
for the intrepid and selfless
courage of its townspeople.

The heroes of this tragedy
were subsequently the victims
of radiation emissions in the
fluorspar mines of5t. Law­
rence. The tombstones at the
entrance to our town painfully
illustrate the tragic conse­
quence of this occupational
disease.

In 1988 the town hosted
Home Coming I, inviting
former residents and families
to two fun-filled weeks of
planned entertainment. Four
days were set aside to honour
the survivors of the U.S.S.
Polluxand U.SS. Truxtun. A
provin<iaJ dinner was held to
honour the survivors and the
rescuers with many govem-



ment officials attending. At
this time the survivors were
made honourary citizens and
therescuerswere giyen
plaques and a flag of the U.s.
Our town received national
recognition.

Since 1988 was such an
outstanding success, bringing
home three to four thousand
people, plans were immedi­
ately put in place to celebra te
the 50th anniversary of the
disaster and to have Home
Coming n.The SI. Lawrence
Heritage Society in conjunc­
tion with the town are plan­
ning to erecta monument in
remembranceof the victimsof
mining industry and the
victims of war .

We would like you to
consider giving us compli ­
mentaryspace using our two
post cards in your magazine.

The postcards state that in
1992. the Town ofSt. Law­
rence will remember the 50th
anniversary of the February
18, 1942 disaster by unveiling
a Warand WorkersMonu­
ment in that town which will
display a sculptured statue of
a U.S. Naval Officer and a
Newfoundland miner with
appropriate inscription.

Town council is seeking
financial support for this
project . Anyone interested in
sending donations should
forward them to:

Memorial Fund
P.O. Box 128
Sl Lawrence, NF
AOE2VO.
We include our thanks in

anticipation of receiving a
positive response.
Sl Lawrence Heritage
Society

When I received my De­
cember issue of Decks Awash
yesterday I sat down immedi­
atelyand readit from cover to
cover. It was the picture of
Santa , especially the crocheted
afghan on his chair , that made
me forget all my household
chores.

To me, the interview with
Santa was very cleverly
written, and yet it was down
to earth. One would ahnost
have thought that to be an
impossible achievement.
Please keep up the good

work; I seem to enjoy Decks
Awash more with every
edition.
Jean Messervey
Stephenville Crossing

Although we can 't clairn to
be true "Newfs", we did spend
many years there before
returning to Ontario.

DecksAwash brings life to
the memories we have of your
special province. Best wishes.
Mrs. D. Atkinson
Toronto



Fact or Friction?

Game
Fanning (Part II)
Home on the Range
by Roger Burrows



Gam e farming is a
concept that's far

from new. "It's just a domesti­
cation of different species of
mammals, which has been
going on forcenturies," com­
ments BillThrelfall of Memo­
rial University .

Wild meat is lower in both
fat and cholesterol than do­
mestic beef, which explains
why Weight Watchers recom­
mend bison meat, so farming
wild game would seem to be a
desirable means to a healthier
North American population.

Several ungulate species
have been farmed in Canada,
for a variety of reasons. Game
production in Western
Canada started in 1915when
the Dominion Department of
Agriculture established an
experimental bison /cattalo
[cow/ buffalol herd to evaluate
establishing a new breed. The
model for the mixed-species
production system (moose,
bison and wapiti) was Elk
Island National Park, partly to
save the few remaining bison.

[ED. Hewuse Europeans call
theEuropean moose "eJk",ourelk
is referred toin thisarticle, except
in direct quotes, by its native
nameof "wapiti".1

The plains bison and wood
buffalo were later herded into
compounds at two national
parks to prevent their disap­
pearance, and muskoxenare
maintained in controlled herds
in the Arctic for the same
reason. Moose have been
ranched to increase numbers
for hunting, but they are
notoriously difficult to keep in

captivity and most ventures
have been short-lived.

Other species have been
ranched for commercial
reasons. The typical form of
the wapiti has been extinct for
some time, although three
other forms are found on
Vancouver Island, in the
Rockies and on the Prairies.

"Wild meat is lower in
both fat and cholesterol

than domestic beef,
which explains why

Weight Watchers
recommend bison

meat, so farming wild
game would seem to
be a desirable means
to a healthier North

American population."

The high value of velvet
antlers and a growing market
for venison in Europe helped
fuel a demand for ranched
wapiti, and its Eurasian
cousin, the red deer , which
had been farmed in Europe
and Australasia for several
decades. Mule deer and
white-tailed deer are other
candidates for game ranching .
Ranch deer , especially exotic
breeds , have been the source
of most disease problems.

Manitoba, like Newfound­
land, does not allow game
ranching, and British Colum­
bia prohibits wapiti farming,
but Alberta, Saskatchewan
and Ontario embraced it
enthusiastically . Alberta is
now paying a high price.
Saskatchewan rushed its
legislation through with

indecent haste, and Ontario
now has more than 100 game
ranches raising mainly wapiti
and red deer -there are fears
that native white-tailed deer
ranching will follow. Quebec's
flexiblelaws would allow
similar growth with little
difficulty. In the North ,
commercialenterprisesare
harvesting reindeer for antlers,
and bison, caribou, and even
the endangered muskox, in
small numbers for meat,
although the Yukon govern­
ment has accepted recommen­
dations to restrict growth.

Game farming for both
nativeand exotic wildlife in
North America boomed in the
19705and 1980s. From 13,llOO
exotic animals in Texas in
1963,the number increased to
164,000by 1988with almost
half of them free-ranging .
Several western states and
provinces have experienced
major problems, including
escapes, spread of diseases,
cross-breeding and the need
for increased law enforcement.
Game farms alsoposemajor
risks to domestic livestock,
forcing some states to cut
back. Several states and
provinces that allow game
farming have recently become
more restrictive because of
the impact that game farming
has on wildlife and the live­
stock industry. Game farm
animals may compete with
native wildlife for food, water
and space, and alsodisrupt
their normal sociaIbehabiour.

In 1975, the Wyoming
legislature passed Enrollment
Act Number 69 to formalize
public ownership of wildlife,
prohibit private ownership of
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afterward­
they're feeting
pretty sorry for
themselves. Ithink
the only real pain they
feel is their ego."

With huge amounts of
money involved, violations of
normal business practices are
likely. A breeding bull wapiti
may go for as much as $21,000
and cows for a fraction less.
That's no smaIl potatoes for
fanners facing severe financial
problems. But, as the number
of paticipants increases, the
supply of available animals
begins to exceed the demand
and ranchers tum to the more
lucrative Far East medicine
markets.

Mel Elgersma of Carden
Fanus, Alberta, 95 miles

off. When you bring them
out , they have their
heads held
high. But I
if you '
notice
them

worst-case
unfolds•scenano

The

It was political back-room
deals in Alberta in the 1980s
that expanded game ranching
in Canada and accelerated the
inevitable . In 1989,before
disease began to alert govern­
ments to major problems, one
particularly vocal rancher,
Dean Baumann of Pigeon
Lake, achieved a measure of
fame by openly admitting the
Alberta government grossly
underestimated the value of
velvet antler sales. He also
forecast the start of a "shooter
market.., in which "sportsmen"
pay thousands of dollars to
shoot trophy-sized wapiti or
deer behind fences, just as
they do in Texas.

Baumann, one of the more
vociferous Canadian ranchers,
first brought wapiti from
Montana, then switched his
trade to Colorado, Idaho,
Washington, Texas and New
Mexico as the number of
animals dwindled. More than
a quarter of 400 wapiti trucked
from New Mexico game farms
died, but the trade went on
unhindered. Doug Baumann,
Dean's father, was a rancher
who knew the stress involved
in cutting antlers, but , in a
1990interview, he
downplayed the trauma
suffered by the bulls. "It
seems like emotionally, the
bucks go through a little bit of
crisis. The only real way I
noticed it is when I started
knocking them [the antlers]

big game, and authorize the
Wyoming Game & Fish
Commission to regulate
exotic wildlife. The pream­
ble to the Act relating to
game farms made it clear no
more would be authorized,
although the one legal farm
still remains.

Game ranching in North
America really started in the
19708following the success
of operations in the South­
ern Hemisphere, but there
were people who promoted
the idea several decades
earlier. Courtland E.Du
RaOO of the Big Bull Elk
Ranch, in Checkerboard,
Montana, was quoted in a
December 1934 newspaper
as saying, '1 feel strongly
that the time is not far off
when we will hear of elk
ranches just as we hear of
any other kind of stock
ranges today-why not?..
Du Rand died from injuries
received when a pet bull elk
gored his horse and caused
him to break his hip in the
fall.

Eric Brougham of Agri­
culture Canada in Ottawa
says "ranching of wildlife is
the most productive part of
agriculture at the present
time." Yet it takes 10 years
to build a viable herd of any
deer species, much longer
than ranchers could survive
without considerable infu­
sion of government money.
Game ranchers alsoclaim
that domesticating deer is
no different now than
domesticating wild cattle
and horses was in the past,
and there seems to be no

continued onpage10
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northwest of Edmonton, still
has no qualms about sawing
living tissue from a wapiti, but
even he gets turned off by
Asian buyers collecting blood
dripping from cut antlers and
drinking it from the cup.
Once animals age and their
velvet production declines, he
sells animals to a fenced
hunting ranch in the United
States for trophy hunters to
kill. Veterinarians claim
velvetting is no more painful
than clipping a fingernail, but

Val Geist says it's more like
cutting off an ann.

Alberta ranchers insist
poaching is not a major prob­
lem and claim that tagging
identifies the origin of any
antlers. But poachers and
unscrupulous entrepreneurs
soon learn to process the
antlers and other high-de­
mand animaJ parts into small,
untraceable pieces that can be
easily smuggled abroad to
waiting marketsat enormous
profit. Poachers can also
undercut the legal price of
meat at any time by charging
less than one-tenth of dressed
carcasses. This has already
happened with wapiti in
neighboring Saskatchewan.

But the greatest problem is
disease, the worst-case sce­
nario of which has occurred in
Alberta . The province banned
imports in September 1988
because of fears the meningeal
worm might be present. To
circumvent the ban, ranchers
brought in animals through
neighboring Saskatchewan.
The first indications of major
problems were in 1990, and by
July 1991,Alberta had 294
wapiti from 26 farms testing
positive. The first to die came
from a game farm in Montana
where there are about 1,170
wapiti on 56 farms . Wild
wapiti migrate past such
farms each year and mingle
with the game farm animals.

Alberta increased to 127
wapiti farms, and, by Septem­
ber 1991, 62 were under
quarantine with suspected
tuberculosis. Because the
Alberta government does not
allow the slaughter of game
animals, affected animals were

slaughtered in Saskatchewan
and Ontario. The entire 12,000
wild wapiti are threatened,
and several wildlife officers
and ranchers have already
contracted bovine TB, which
can be fatal TB is resistant
and sometimes undetectable,
so detecting all diseased
anirnals is impossible using
currenttechnology. Even
Agriculture Canada, game
ranching's most active sup­
porter, admits that testing is
sporadic and barely reliable in
the best situations.

Governments contribute to
the problem by covering all
the costs of slaughtering herds
affected by disease and offer­
ing substantial compensation
to ranchers. Costs are usually
bome by the public and are
much higher for deer than for
cattle . To date, more than $10
million has been paid out in
Alberta to the very people
who imported the problem

Worse yet, the Alberta
government compensated
game ranches at market value,
in excess of $10,000 per ani­
mal, while compensating
innocent cattle ranchers at less
than 5% of the market value of
their stock. This led to at least
one wapitirancher, mentioned.
earlier, deliberately buying the
stock of another rancher while
suspecting some of his stock
already had TB. Alberta
reportedly now pays $7,000
per cow and haHthat amount
per bull for domestic livestock
that have to be slaughtered.
Because of the high cost, only
game farm animals testing
positive are likely to be de­
stroyed, which makes eradica­
tion of the disease unlikely.

Decks Awash



limit to the variety of species
involved. In 1990, David
Hopcraft, a Kenyan rancher,
put in a proposal to start a
game ranch in New Mexico to
raise African gazelles, harte­
beest, wildebeest, eland , zebra,
giraffe, dikdik and onyx . New
Mexico already has free­
ranging African gemsbok,
Barbarysheep, Siberian ibex
and Persian wild goats.

Darrel Rowledge, a Calgary
environmental consultant,
admits the idea of raising wild
game in the controlled setting
of a ranch appears ideal, and
there is certainly money to be
made. 'The people who get in
first can makeobscene
amounts of money selling
breeding stock;' he points out.
A breeding bull wapiti (elk)
may fetch $21.000and cows a
fraction less-no small pota­
toes for fanners facing severe
financialproblems.

Some of the first in the field
acted more like feudal lords
than fanners. The huge
amounts of money involved
means normal land practices
are routinely circumvented.
Grady Vaughn, [r., a Dallas,
Texas, millionaire, owns the
32.000acres of the Chama
Land &:Cattle Company in
New Mexico. His first farm
permits were for two 3,200
acre hunting preserves, but he
built a fence around his whole
property and enclosed wild
wapiti inside as well as block­
ing their migration routes.
Another Wyoming rancher
was successfully sued by the
National Wildlife Federation
for building a similar fence
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that denied pronghorn ante­
lopes access to their wintering
grounds.

Mostprivateentrepreneurs
are interested in intensive
game farming on much
smaller properties. In early
1987, there were 251 commer­
cial game ranches and farms
on the Prairies holding 5,100
bison and 2,900wapiti, and
most were in Alberta. The
price paid for venison rose
from $5a kg. to $11 a kg.
because the Chernobyl disas­
ter contaminated many
ranched red deer and wapiti
in the Soviet Union and
Scandinavian reindeer . The
sale of meat to European
gourmet markets, especially
those in France and Germany,
is increasing. Thereis alsoa
growing market in the United
States. Dale's Exotic Game
Meats in Denver, Colorado,
sells wapiti hamburger at $3 a
lb. and tenderloin at $16 a lb.,
and several New Mexico
restaurants sell venison from
Texas ranches.

And the problems are
rapidly spreading to eastern
Canada. The Evening Tel­
egram of January 8,1992,
carried a CP story about deer
poaching in the backwoods of
Lake Huron's Manitoulin
lsland using pickup trucks
and jacklights. Ian Anderson,
a conservation officer with the
Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources for 20 years , admit­
ted, 'The increase in this type
of market hunting is what
alarms us the most." Fresh
venison can fetch $1,500from
one animalin southernOn­
tario markets, while the rack
of a buck deer or bull moose is

especially valuable. 'Wher­
ever there's money to be
made, you're going to find
opportunists;' says another
conservationofficer,Dave
Hamish. A three-year sting
operationuncovereda prov­
ince-wide ring and resulted in
35 arrests and the seizure of
thousands of kilograms of
moose, deer, bear and fish
meat. Anderson worries that
the seizure of trucks and
anything else involved in
poaching may lead to resisting
arrest. This problem has
increased in the United States
where widespread ranching of
game hasgiven poachers a
legitimacy they didn't have
before.

Any new industry has
problems, and, in the case of
game ranching. these prob­
lems spill over into traditional
industries. In western
Canada, the domestic beef
industry hasbeen particularly
hard-hit. Canada is now on
the verge of losing its brucello­
sis-free status worth an esti­
mated $2 billion in trade to the
cattle industry, so it's hardly
surprising most cattle ranch­
ers are against game ranching
since diseases are attributed
for the most part to imported
animals. Larry Simpson of the
Alberta Fish &:Game Associa­
tion calls the danger of disease
"like an AIDS virus ticking in
the wilderness."

Diseaseis the most insidi­
ous effect of game ranching
wherever it is practised. A
recent report from Fredericton
indicated that New Zealand
red deer imported into farms
in Ontario and New Bruns­
wick carry a parasite that has



Once promoter, now severest critic
Valerius Geist of the University of Calgary

embraced the concept of game ranching in the
early 1970s. He helped organize a major
wildlife symposium in 1971 at which eight of
57 papers addressed game ranching, commer­
cial wildlife harvest, or domestication of wild
game. He is now one of its severest critics, but
admits, "I wasan active promoter of game
ranching, attracted by its apparently flawless
argument for conservation and enamoured by
the possibilities of making wildlife relevant in a
new way."

His change in heart around 1975 came partly
because of bovine tuberculosis outbreaks in
New Zealand but also because of the obvious
connection to poaching and a black market for
wildlife parts. Game ranchers reason that any
business hasits bad eggs but Geist bluntly
states, 'When you create hell, you're going to
have devils," His comments on moving the
ownership of the resource into private hands is
equally damning. He says, 'Transferring the
rights to wildlife from public to private owner­
ship is like stealing from Peter to pay Paul,"

At the Federal-Provincial-Territorial Wildlife
Conferencein Victoria, British Columbia,in
1988, Geist bluntly stated, "Game ranching is a
real threat to the genetic integrity of North
American wildlife. Game ranching cannot
flourish except by introduction and crossbreed­
ing native species with exotics," A year before
he had said, "Game ranching is not a conserva­
tion tool to safeguard genetic diversity, native
landscapes or wildemess....It is contrary to the
highly succesful conservation and manage­
ment practices evolved over the last century in
North America,"

This is a crucial argument for those who
believe in conservationas a meansof saving
wild animals, and is at the heart of the conflict
over who owns the resource. In many parts of
the world, game is considered private property
with a private right to use and manage. In
North America, game is a common property

with a common right and is managed mainly
for hunting. This concept was introduced by
European settlers trying to escape the private
property concept. Large private game-ranch
holdings in Texas and elsewhere are used
mainly for sport hunting.

Germany, with the world's largest retail
market in venison, haspassed over manage­
ment control to the private sector. The govern­
ment makes every owner of a hunting territory
a deputy with the right to use firearms agaInst
armed poachers. There are 65,000 such depu­
ties for about 91,000 sq.miles of land, plus
1,000 professional hunters. The result hasbeen
that hunting is expensive and not done for
profit. Wildlife populations recovered, and
economicreturnsincreased. Thus,conserva­
tion hasbenefited all. Such a concept does not
appeal to most North Americans, and espe­
cially those who extol conservation values.

Dr. Geist's comments on the application to
establish a Newfoundland caribou ranchecho
those of local opponents. 'What you'll get is

.nothing but trouble, and I doubt you've got the
resources there to pay for it:' he commented
from Calgary. In his home province, the
provincial government went ahead despite
warnings and hasnow landed Canadian
taxpayers with a bill already in the five figure
range and rising. 'That's obscene:' he says,
"and you don't want to inherit the same kind of
mess in Newfoundland,"

Newfoundland is the envy of many other
provinces because it still hasabundant wilder­
ness and wildlife, and Dr. Geist suggests that
its government take a long, hard look at what's
happening in Alberta and the Maritimes before
adopting retrograde conservation legislation.
Repeating an earlier cornmentto The Evening
Telegram, he points out, "Newfoundland has a
good thing going in having such a high density
of wildlife, and accornmodating game ranching
would be just the way to demolish wildlife for
good,"

"When you create hell, you're going to have devils."
Decks Awash 11



the potential to wipe out wild
deer, moose and caribou. The
New Brunswick deer were
among a herd of close to 1,000
animals imported from New
Zealand by Fundy Deer
Farms Ltd . of Cambridge
Narrows. While the farm 's
owners say they are prepared
to take the loss by returning
the deer, the burden will be
borne by Canadian taxpayers
if Agriculture Canada orders
them destroyed.

Dr. Bill Threlfall of Memo­
rial University , who is com­
pleting a scientific paper on
game ranching. suggests you
can 't condemn the whole
industry for the actions of a
few. Bill has just returned
froma conferencein western
Canada that discussed differ­
ent aspects of game farming
and it was agreed that a single
Canada-wide policy is not
possible. There could be
certain federal regulations but
there would have to be pro­
vincial variations.

'There's certainly money to
be made," he says, "but people
have to take responsibility for
their actions. There's no way a
game ranch should be started
if animals are diseased. Bring­
ing in animals from countries
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with fann conditions without
pathogenic parasites shouldn't
cause any problems, but those
animals might not be resistant
to parasites and diseases here.
Cattle are regularly brought in
from the mainland and may
well carry parasites."

In the mid-1970s, parasites
in domestic stock cost the US
livestock industry some six
billion dollars, of which more
than $42 billion was in cattle
alone. As Bill points out ,
''Parasites and hosts have
evolved together to survive­
it's not in the parasite's interest
for the host to die." Fatalities
occurif other animals are
affected, and Bill personally
knows of at least one person
who can no longer work with
animals because of a disease
he picked up from domestic
cattle.

Some parasites are very
resistent, but they vary quite a
bit. Monoculture increases the
possibility of disease, and, if
you confine animals, the
chance of them picking up
cysts and eggsin the ground
are that much higher. ''Good
farmers know enough to
rotate their fields between
arable land and pasture and
move sheep and cattle

Cowand CAlf wapiti. PhotocourUsy
"Wyoming Wjldlj~".

around:' Bill suggests. "T ests
are relatively simple to do ,
and there's a range of tech­
niques and even drugs to get
rid of parasites. Something is
wrong with the system if the
tests are not effective or if
animals are brought into
Canada that are diseased."

One major problem with
any large animal is contain­
ment. Wapiti,deerand
caribou can leap eight-foot
fences , so fencing them in is
not a guarantee of contain­
ment. This is particularly true
in provinces with severe
climates. Escapes are the
source of most of the indus­
try 's problems. Not only are
diseases spread by these
escapes but the wild gene
pool is contaminated. Many
domestic animals carry dis­
eases to which they,them­
selves, are immune and pass
them on to wild game. Colo­
rado hunters harvested four
escaped game fann wapiti in
1990 and many others are
probably at large among the
wild herd in northeastern
Colorado. Local sportsmen
are now paying for the re­
moval of red deer and red
deer hybrids.

New Mexico is calling for
more public land to be made
available for wildlife, but as
disease spreads, the growing
world market fuels yet more
game farms in North
America. Asians, who ha ve
decimated their own wild
herds and have now turned to
other sources, use tails , testi­
cles, tendons and other parts



for medicine. Deer parts are
chopped into pieces , com­
pressed into pills and pow­
ders, cooked, preserved,
dried, sliced, or mixed with
wines, liqueurs, extracts and
jellies. In January 1990, the
Illinois-based Pathway
Specialties Company flew
7,(XX) fresh-frozen tails worth
$51,(XX) to Hong Kong . But
antlers in velvet are the major
reason prices are high. A pair
of freshly-rut antlers of a IS-lb.
rack fetch $1,275 from Asian
buyers. Boy scouts in Jackson ,
Montana, are allowed to
auction off antlers from do­
nated public animals, but
many sales are from poached
animals. The antlers are so
valuable their store hasbeen
burglarized several times.

Welch Brogan of Yankee
Jim Canyon, near Yellowstone
NP, is the oldest of the wapiti
ranchers, and he also owns a
reindeer processing plant at
Nome, Alaska, Brogan brags
that cutting off velvet antlers
doesn't hurt the animals at all­
-"in fact, getting all that weight
off their heads makes them
feel better," The lure of easy
money is too much for un­
scrupulous ranchers like
Brogan to ignore. He has
already been charged with
deliberately allowing wild
animals to join his game park
herd, and the day Saigon fell
in 1975, he was loading 100
live wapiti into a South Ko­
rean jet for sale in Seoul .

The most prized deer
antlers are those from wild
animals from northern cli­
mates, and game farm ani­
mals are not wanted if their
originis known. one reason

why poaching quickly fol­
lows. On February 17, 1990,
109 wapiti from a hunting
ranch in New Mexico were
seized in Colorado on their
way to Canada, Some were
found to be wild animals.
Three weeks later, a raid by
state and federal wildlife
agents in the San Luis Valley
of northern New Mexico and
southern Colorado led to S7
arrests for poaching-related
crimes. Several US companies
are under investigation for
alleged violations of game
acts.

Residents of San Luis ,
Colorado, were arrested for
poaching but considered their
actions as "traditional hunt­
ing", and a local sheriff went
to jail for poaching deer,
wapiti and bald eagles while
on duty. Trophy hunting is a
major feature of Texas ranches
and game farms in the west­
ern United States, but the
concept hasalso found a
toehold in Canada. Gordon
Sherman of Cardston, Alberta,
hasa mixed ranch with 25
bighorn sheep, six Dall sheep,
one stone sheep, 20 white­
tailed deer, 200 buffalo and
two wapiti. He raisesthe
animals for "sportsmen" to
shoot as trophies and says,
"any way to make a living is
fair",

In his January-February
1992 Audubon article, Ted
Williams graphically de­
scribeda visit to Lido's Game
Farm in Taghkanic, New
York, where patrons are
thrown penned pheasants to
shoot at. Not all visitors are
that selective-"Oon't shoot no
cranes, and don't shoot no

deer," the owner tells people
before they go out to the shoot
area, "Lotsa guys up here
been spraying deer and cranes
and beavers...only shoot what
you 're supposed to, you know
the rules ." Williams adds that
Florida state officials estimate
there are as many as 40 farms
where coyotes and foxes can
be run with hounds.

The big business is, how­
ever, in Texas, where there are
just under 500 game ranches
and at least 123 alien species,
many of which are now
breeding in the wild . In
Hondo, you can shoot an
Iranian red sheep for $6,500
and then dine on wild boar,
eland and rattlesnake at
nearby Mountain House. A
film shown on national TV
showed a Louisiana surgeon
killing both a lion and a
Bengal tiger , an endangered
species, from the safety of a
pickup, and these "spo rtsmen"
also kill jaguarsand leopards.
One Texas rancher left two
skinned, headless African
lions on US Army Corps of
Engineers land-he was fined
$125 for littering! Many of
these animals come from
American zoos-San Diego
had 1200 surplus animals in
1991alone. Both San Diego
and Oklahoma Zoos have
been caught selling animals to
dealers for later sale to game
ranches but there is no law'
prohibiting such sales. A
game-shooting preserve in
Norman, Oklahoma,
advertized a Texas elk [Eur0­
pean red deer X American
wapiti! for $2,895and a full­
maned African lion for $5,995.
The ranch was shut down not
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because such hunting was
illegal but because the animals
were so poorly housed.

These operations are ac­
tively supported by sports­
men's dubs and magazines
even though ;"'t5OO,ooo of
the $14 mi1lion hunters in
America patronise game
ranches and preserves. Sports
Afield carried a cover story in
September 1990 entitled ''Is A
RanchElk Hunt For You?",
and the SafariOub Interna­
tional regularly bends its
trophy rules to allow records
for game killed inside fences.
This may be because its two
most recent Exotics Trophy
Records chairmen have been
ranchowners. Not all tr0­
phies are killed in the U5.-all
17 wild boar trophy listings
are from the 75-acre wild boar
enclosure at the "Shangri-La"
ranchin Nova Scotia.

Thereis, however,a priceto
pay, and Clark Bavin, the chief
of law enforcement for the US

"EVERYTHING
FOR

THE INSHORE
FISHERY"

We continueto lr1l>Ort and
dislrb.rtethe best·inshore"
fishing equipment fromall
overthe wor1d.
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Fish & Wildlife Service knows
the risks only too well . "We've
conduded you're about six
times more likely to be as­
saulted ifyou're a conserva­
tion officer than if you're a p0­

lice officer," he said in a 1990
interview, and added that
assaults are nine times more
likely to be fatal since "a city
policeman can fall back on
having a lot of policemen on
the scene real quick-a conser­
vation officer doesn't have that
luxury."

With all these problems, the
fact that game ranching is still
supported by governments is
surprising.but one reasonis
that, in Canada, provincial
governments have treated
game ranching as a form of
farming. The major propo­
nents for game ranching are
agricultural agencies at the
federal and provincial levels.
Wildlife divisions with their
abundance of trained biolo­
gists and understanding of
natural processes are in a
better position to manage
wildlife than agricultural
divisions with their staff based
in economicsandanimal
research. It is precisely be­
cause game ranching has been
under the purview of those
responsible for agriculture that
Canada's westem provinces
arenow experiencing such
major problems.

Dr. Nina Szpakowski, an
Agriculture Canada veter­
inarian, is reported to have
said the federal government is
considering importing eggs
and sperm for breeding
purposes. Niels Damgaard, a
Calgary physician and a
director of the Canadian

Wildlife Federation (CWF),
says there's even a riskin that,
as the AIDS virus has shown.
The president of the same
organization, Jim Hook of
Kenora, Ontario, summed up
the situation best when he
said, "In the enthusiasm to gel
on with new economicoppor­
tunities, we've opened doors
best left dosed."

There are many others who
share that thought. Colin
Maxwell of the CWF ex­
pressed his association's
viewpoint on game ranching
in a 'Wildlife Update" in
October, 1991. "Let's keep
wildlife where it belongs," he
concluded. 'The Concise
Oxford Dictionary defines
wild as 'an animal or plant in
its original natural state: not
domesticated or cultivated.'
So when we start domesticat­
ing wild animals for our own
use , what happens to the
definition of wildlife? And,
more importantly, what
happens to wildlifeitself?"

His comments echo the
federation's official policy on
game ranching established at
its 1991 annual meeting. That
clearly states, 'The Canadian
Wildlife Federation opposes
the game ranching and farm­
ing of any ungulate except
domestic cattle, pigs, horses,
goats, sheep and bison." The
CWF also recommends that
the industry should pay for
administrative costs and that
wildlife departments should
have jurisdiction over game
ranching. At present taxpay­
ers bear the costs and most
provinces have placed control
in the hands of agriculture
departments.



Fact or Friction?

Game
Farming.

-
6 The

Caribou are such
a part of Newfound- NEWFOUNDLAND
land !ifenow that it CONNECTION
is difficult to realize that
their abundance is rela-
tively shortlived. The Avalon
herd was brought back from
the brink of extinction by a
combination of good fortune
and dedicated protection by
Mike Nolan of Salmonier Line .
Other woodland caribou
herds have adapted to first the
railway, then roads, and now
hunting pressure with differ­
ingmeasuresof success. In
Labrador, native caribou had
to contend first with intro­
duced reindeer and then
hydro-electric darns and
hunting. Present estimates of
abundance are not a guarantee
of continued survival.

George Scotter, in his book,
Reindeer Husbandry in North
Arnerial, attributed the drop in
numbers of the Labrador
Grenfell herd-from 1,300 in
1912 to 230 in 1919-to poach­
ing, indifferent care and a
general lack of underslanding
of reindeer habits. Sir Wilfred

Grenfell had brought over
300 Norwegian reindeer in
1908. Half went to Quebec
and then on to Anticosti
Island where they received a
brain parasite from white­
tailed deer, and 50 were
shipped at a cost of $60,000
from St. Anthony to the Great
Slave Lake region in 1911.
When the herder ate his last
anima1 in 1916, in Scotter's
words, it represented "the
most expensive steak dinner
in history."

TIle first known use
of caribou goes back
27,000years to a site

at Old Crow Rats
in the Yukon and to
an implement for

scraping skins made
from the tibia of a

caribou.

Zoos have found reindeer
and caribou very difficult to
keep in captivity. The first
reindeer to reach the New
York Zoo in the early 1900s
did not survive long, and four
animals obtained from local
breeders were found to be
heavily parasitized. Results
with captive caribou have
been equally unsuccessful In
1900 and 1901, nine young
Newfoundland caribou were
obtained by the same zoo, but
most died within a few
months. A recent attempt to
re-introduce Newfoundland
caribou from theAvalon herd
to Maine also ended in failure.

Commercia1 operations
have fared equally poorly. A
1987 study in the Yukon
reported that both research
and commercia1 herd opera­
tors indicate thaI these ani­
mals [imported reindeer] have
severe difficulty in adjusting
from their natural tundra diet
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Dan Monroe is adantant IIis operation tuould
1I0t contprontise wildlife or conseroation poli­
cies, "A self-sllfficiellt [ann will create long-term
cntp lospnent for the people ofSt. Stephen's toith
sl'illoffs ill crafts and tourism/t tu: argiles, "It's
all opportune time to start a lIew industru wit"
250 animals tluit will be quickb] replenished by
tile herd. Farmers should be allowed to sensiblu
diversify..·.. .

to the kind of diet available to
them in captivity. The study
alsoconcluded reindeer
produce a lower quality of
velvet than wapiti.

A caribou ranching pro­
posal by Dennis and Daniel
Monroe of Seal Cove, Concep­
tion Bay, is now before the
Newfoundland government.
The plan is to capture 250
young animals from the
Avalon herd and establish a
gameherd on a 450acre
enclosureat nearby St.
Stephen's. A feasibility study
has been prepared with
funding from the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency
(ACOA). This is not the first
time a caribou husbandry
program has been proposed
for Newfoundland. In 1976,
Northland Associates under­
took a feasibility study for
such a project on the Cape
Shore . The study looked at
open herding. as Originally
practised in Scandinavia;
semi-open herding. on the
lines of operations in Scandi­
navia, Greenland, Alaska and
the North West Territories;
and closed herding. which
was mainly restricted to the
USS.R

The study recommended
capture of animals from the
Avalon herd using a helicop­
ter hazing technique, which
later proved ineffective in the
Maine experiment. No culling
was recommended until the
fourth year of operation, and
high expenditures on pelleted
food and salt were suggested.
The study alsomentioned
veterinarian services as very
important, and natural pas­
ture as essential. It also
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suggested a predator control
program and warned of
poaching pressure. The
conclusions were that a herd
would not be viable for 10-12
years for a private investor
and would require consider­
able government investment.
A small deer operation on 240
hectares elsewhere was esti­
mated to produce a net profit
of around $400.000, mostly in
live animals, and there is
usually a period of several
years before profits accrue,

Dan Monroe is adamant his
operation would not compro­
mise wildlife or conservation
policies . "A self-sufficient
fann will create long-term
employment for the people of
St. Stephen'Swith spinoffs in
crafts and tourism," he argues.
"It's an opportune time to start
a new industry with 250
animals that will be quickly
replenished by the herd .
Farmers should be allowed to
sensibly diversify.

"Caribou, properly cared
for, will be very manageable
and better fed and healthier
than their counterparts in the
wild, the fenced area will be
big enough to allow animals
to express normal patterns of
behaviour, and there will be

no caribou hunting on the
farm. Our proposal takes
absolutely nothing away, nor
does it threaten our province's
successful wildlife program."

Others disagree, including
W. Parsons of Placentia who
was quite clear in his Novem­
ber letter to The Evening
Telegram that the idea of
game fanning in Newfound­
land may create more prob­
lems than it is worth. ''Canwe
afford to take the risk?;' he
asked "If there are excess
animals available, then why
does our government not
issue more big-game licences.
This would tum in much
needed revenue and would
requireno government
money. I personally question
the right of any individual to
farm our native animals for
profit , and I expect govern­
ment to say 'no ' to such a
proposal."

He is not alone in opposing
the proposal. The Newfound­
land and Labrador Wildlife
Federation, which represents
19 hunting and fishing organi­
zations in the province, has
carried out its own study of
the Newfounclland caribou
ranching proposal and dis­
misses it as folly. Its advice to



government is to maintain the
present policy of no game
ranching and avoid the dan­
ger of spreading diseases and
parasites to what is now a
relatively healthy wildlife
population. There are con­
cerns that nobody would
shoot a caribou if they could
drive past fields of them just
like cattle . The Newfound­
land Outfitters Association
has also placed its disapproval
of the proposal on the public
record.

Dan Monroe believes any
diseases present in the herd,
even if they do increase, can
easily bedealt with by mod­
em livestock management
practices, but the lack of
wildlife veterinarians makes
that extremely unlikely.
Newfoundland wildlife
officials suggest that the
likelihood of ranched caribou

escaping is 100%, and the
danger of spreading disease to
the wild herd is much higher
than it would be in an area
where there are no wild
animals.

Moose parasites, which
could becarried by caribou,
are parasites of cattle, too.
Those parasites have occured
elsewhere and nobody is sure
where they came from "Our
moose may well have less
parasites:' Dr. BillThrelfall of
Memorial University suggests.
"It's important to know which
species are involved and
where diseases come from.
We already know about
white-tailed deer parasites and
that's why deer can't be im­
ported."

Authorization of the
Monroe proposal would
require a change in official
policy which is not to allow

Newfoundland C4rWou in velvet.
photo by Doug Phelan

any game ranching. There
could bemuch more at stake
here than some caribou steaks
and the creation of a few jobs.
The fear of wildlife officials
and opponents of game
ranching is that, if one applica­
tionwereapproved,others
would soon follow , and
Newfoundland would be
facing the same situation other
provincesarein now.

The Monroes also insist that
the development of 4SO acres
of land on the Southeast
Avalon can't really be an issue
when Newfoundlanders have
millions of acres of undevel­
oped land, but the location of
the ranch is questionable in
the view of Valerius Geist.
"An ecological reserve border-
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ing on or induded within land
opened to game ranching is in
trouble," he points out. And
he thinks estimates of tourist
potential are greatly exagger­
ated. "Quiet grazing is essen­
tial to maximize production of
ranched game, and no game
rancher could permit recrea­
tional activities on his land
and still manage his stock
efficiently."

John McConnell, president
of The Natural History Society
of Newfoundland and labra­
dor, has alsowritten the acting
minister of the environment
and advised that, ''The Natu­
ral History Society is opposed
to the introduction of game
ranching in the province and
to this proposal in particular
which would be in an area
very close to the caribou herd

of the Avalon Wilderness
Area." A detailed brief pre­
pared for the society explain­
ing why has now been sent to
the provincial govenunent.
Several other environmental
organizations and many
individuals have also advised
the minister and the premier
to maintain the present policy
of not allowing any game
ranching in the province.

BillThrelfall understands
both points of view and
suggests that there might be
potential for an industry in
Newfoundland. ''The impor­
tant thing for any operator is
to have a good understanding
of the animals concerned. A
knowledge of the social and
behavioral requirements of the
species is absolutely essential,
and any proposal should be

judged on that. Any operator
should demonstrate these
basic requirements.

The Monroes, best-known
in the past as fish merchants,
presently run a sheep opera­
tion that was profiled on COC­
lV's Land &< Sea segment on
January 13, 1992 Daniel
Monroe's comment about his
sheep farming that "there's no
substitute for experience" and
his lack of agricultural exper­
tise (he holds a degree in
history) do not indicate he has
the experience Bill suggests is
a pre-requisite.

"Any feasibility study
should look at different spe­
des' basic requirements and
choose one with the lowest
size and cost needs, just as is
already done with
aquaculture. The second



thing is to look at seasonal
. requirements and how to cater

to them. The animals' needs
are more important than the
market requirements. It's
important that nonnal
behaviors are able to continue,
and that means adequate
running water and shelter. I
would n't presume to start
running a game ranch without
an enormous amount of
resea rch. You need local input
and a knowledge oflocal
conditions."

The best species for farming
is one that regularly gathers
togethe r and requires a small
amount of space. That's why
cattle, horses and pigs were
chosen for domestication in
the first place. Some animals
simply can 't be ranched, and
caribou could well be in that

category. Reindeer and
caribou can be herded if they
are allowed to follow their
normal wandering instincts,
and the best size of an enclo­
sure would depend on the
number of animals and their
source.

'lt would seem to be much
safer to go to an area where no
caribou are now found but
where good grazing habitat is
available," Bill reasons. 'U n­
like western Canada, we don't
have a problem with domestic
animals in manyparts of
Newfoundland." In a Decem­
ber 28, 1991, article in the
Evening Telegram, Bill won­
dered about the year-round
economics of game ranching.
'W inter forage is one of the
principallimiling factors in
reindeer production," he

argues. "It is hard to believe
that this would be economi­
cally viable in Newfoundland.
Aren't sheep and catl1e farm.­
ers in the province already
facing this very dil emma?"

Bill alsohas some advice for
the provincial government
before any proposals ar e
considered. "Consid erin g a
proposal in advance of estab­
lishing regulations for wildlife
policy and land use is the
wrong way to go abou t
things," he says. "Are we
prepared to take away large
tracts of land for pri vate use?
We shouldn't go wi th the
British system of fencin g off
land and restricting access.
You'd have to fence bo th land
and streams to sto p animals
getting out ."

Help for crafts producers

F or 15 years Rene Finlay­
son has made herliving
operating out of her

home in St John's. Rene

:a~~~e~~~::7nde~he~if~
bathrobes and she sells almost
exclusively to the Tomnlo
market.

When Rene needs help in
product development or
marketing, she turns to Enter­
prise Newfoundland and
Lebradoe.

If you are a crafts producer
andyou need help, call one of
our five regional offices and
ask to speak with one of our
craftsspecialists.

Labrador 896-2400, or 1-800-563-0111
Western 639-9691, or 1·800-563-9279
Cenlral 256-5000, or 1·800-563-4800
Eastern 466-1300 , or 1-800-563-0003
Avalon 729-7000, or 1·800-563-9179
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Cham pions of theMarble Moun­
tain ski resort say its slopes offer

the best skiing east of the Rockies, and if
the numbers-22,OOOskiers from Decem­
ber 26 to mid-January-are any indica­
tion, they're right.

Any day, but especially Saturdays
and Sundays, Marble Mountain teems
with activity. Bright ski suits mix with
the familiar blue and gold of the Hum­
ber Valley Zone Ski Patrol, creating a
light atmosphere as playful exchanges
among skiers and staff fill the air .

On the beginners' slope an instructor
patiently intones words of wisdom to
would-be skiers; near the lifts people
joke as they wait in short line-ups and
just outside the chalet a family of four
help one another don their equipment.

Inside, eager skiers exchange winter
boots for bindings, tired skiers take a
breather, hungry skiers replenish lost
carbohydrates and fust-time skiers are
outfitted in the rental shop.

lllat Marble Mountain has grown
over the past three years is an under­
statement; that it will continue to grow is
a certainty.

In April 1988 the provincial govern­
ment of the day envisioned Marble as a
four-seasonresort. Theycommissioned.
the 5t. John's-based BAE Group to draw
up a master developmental plan and set
up the Marble Mountain Development
Corporation to oversee its implementa­
tion.
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