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Editorial
Writing editorials in New­

fOWldland in the past couple
of yean; has been like our
weather-lots to talk about and
none of it good.

The Hibernia Project has
been slowed down until the
owners' consortium find a
partner to replace Gulf
Canada, which pulled out of
the deal FebruaJy 14. The
uncertainty of this waiting
period has placed an enor­
mous strain on local busi­
nesses. They are asking their
sources of funding-banks,
credit unions, government,
etc.-to have faith when they
are on the verge of losing faith
themselves.

When Hibernia gets going
again-and I say when, not it­
it will be because the owners
expect to make a profit. We
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just have to hope we don't
have to wait so long that local
companies are no longer in a
position to vie for contracts.

If the Hibernia situation
isn't depressing enough, the
fishery has gone from bad to
worse. The only good news is
a protest on the Banks, but all
the patriotic feelings in the
world won't give jobs back to
the thousands of unemployed
fishennen and plant workers.
Even the salmon fishery is
gone. The unavoidable but
equally unpalatable conclu­
sion is some of our people
may have to leave..Jor good.

In this issue we examine the
state of the fishery, and take a
brief look at what's happening
with the Hibernia Project.

On a more entertaining, less
depressing and considerably
higher note, guest writer Jeff
Creene shares impressions of
Battle Harbour, Labrador, as
he imagines it might have
been seen through the eyes of
its settlers. Kayakers may
have found the answer to all
the depressing news. They tell
us there's nothing more
relaxing than sitting in a tiny
boat just inches above the
surface of the ocean. Read
their story and see iJ you
agree. And Decks visits a
carpenter-turned-quiltmaker
who has bridged the gap
between a man's world and a
woman's domain.

We also have the usual
features, Home Cardening,
our Vet's column, a book
review, the Pantry, and an­
other installment of Anthony

Murphy.
Dr. Peacock looks at the

rehabilitation of injured wild
animals. J. Alexander exam­
ines the lessons our children
can learn from a Beothuk girl's
experiences growing up in
nature. Anthony Murphy
doses in on a solution to his
mystery, and Ross Traverse
shares yet more of his consid­
erable gardening expertise.

Over the last four issues it's
become increasingly apparent
that the magazine, like any
small business, requires far
more day-to-day attention
than it has been getting. Small
operations can consume 14,
16, or even 18 hours a day and
there will still be things left
undone. That reality, com­
bined with the demands of
our fulilime jobs and other
responsibilities, has forced us
to recognize the faclthat iJ the
magazine isn't turned over to
someone who is prepared to
invest that sort of attention, it
(the magazine) will inevitably
suffer. For that reason, two of
the owners have accepted an
offer in principle to sell their
interests in the publication to
the third owner, Roger Bur­
rows.

Assuming the sale is ac­
complished,this will be the
last issue in which Cynthia
Stone and Patrick Tyler will be
involved in Decks Awash.

From Cynthia and Patrick,
'THANI<S' for your support
and good will. The opportu­
nity to be a part of your lives
has been an experience we'll
not soon forget. •



Decks Awash
We're back.
A magazine for Newfoundlanders,
about Newfoundlanders.
23 years of celebrating our people,
our history, our way of life.
Be a part of this Newfoundland
tradition.
Subscribe today.
$18 for one year. $26 for two years.
Call, fax or write:
Decks Awash
P.O. Box 9548, Station B
St. John's, NF
A1A2Y4
Tel.: (709) 364-1150
Fax: 368-7768
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Letters to the Editor
The Newfoundland and

U1brador AIDS Committee
recently initiated the New­
foundland and U1brador
AIDS Memorial Quilt Project,
otherwise known as the
Names Project, across Canada
and the US.

The Names Project quilt
draws on one of the world's
oldest craft tIaditions to create
a special kind of monument, a
quilt with thousands of pan­
els, each made by hand to
honor someone who has died
of AIDS. It is a statement of
hope and remembrance, a
symbol of unity, a promise of
love.

The Newfoundland and
U1brador AID5 Committee is
a community-based organiza­
tion funded by the federal
government to provide equal
education and direct support
to all infected and affected
HIV positive and AIDS indi­
viduals in Newfoundland and
U1brador.

We would like families who
have lost a loved one to join us
in this project to celebrate the
lives of all those
Newfoundlanders and
U1bradorians who have lived
and died of AIDS.

The Newfoundland and
U1brador quilt will unite with
the national quilt ensuring our
sons and daughters will not be
forgotten. U someone you love
has died of AID5, please think
about creating a panel. You
don't have to sew or be an
artist. In fact, lots of striking
panels have already been
created that require no special
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skills at all.
Uyou are unable to create

your own pane~send our
quilting group your thoughts
and ideas on how you would
like your loved one portrayed;
the members of our quilting
group will create a panel for
you.

For further information on
the AID5 Memorial Quilt and
guidelines on how you can
create a panel, please call:

1-800-563-1575 (toll freel

or write to:

The Newfoundland and
U1brador AID5 Committee,
P.O. Box 626, Station C,
St. John's, Newfoundland,
A1C5KB.

Scott Barter
Team Leader
Newfoundland and U1brador
AIDS Memorial Quilt
Sl]ohn's

We received our January /
February issue of Decks
Awash and, as always, look
forward to news and events
from home. However, we
received two copys, one in
both our names and one in my
husband's name only. We
really don't need nor did we
pay for two issues of the same.
I think our subscription was
for two years. We also gave
our friends a two-year suI>­
scription for Christmas. I
checked and they had re­
ceived theirs.

My husband left Grand

Bank in '39 and I in '45, but we
go home each year to visit our
family, enjoying every mo­
ment.

Keep up the excellent work
with the magazine.
S.M. Welsh
Dartmouth, N.S.
PS. I gave the extra copy to a
friend.

Ed. A number of readers got
more Dedcs Arrosh than they
bargained-or paid-for in Febru­
ary. We lried 10 0111 or wrile 10
each of you who conladed us, and
Ihope we didn't miss anyone, but
lhere roos, obviously, a miswke.

We use lhe services ofa lOOlI
com,.,ny 10 slide mailing labels
on the magazines, sort them and
send them 10 Canada Poot. We
give them your names and
addresses on computer disk. In
February, unfortunately, they got
nol only subscribers' names and
addresses, bul also the names and
addresses of people wha have
given gift subscriptions 10 friends
and family.

As a result, many ofyou got
two, three or even seven or eighl
copies of Dedcs Aroosh. We
apologize for the inconvenience
and hope you O1n find someone,
as Mrs. Welsh in Dartmouth did,
wha mighl enjoy lhe e:rtras.
Meanwhile, the problem has been
solved.

Very pleased to hear you
are continuing this most
interesting publication. Please
do an article on the Harbour
Breton, Fortune Bay area as
soon as possible with particu­
lar reference to Jersey Har-



bour, little Bay West, Millers
Passage, Red Cove. All
resettled areas. Thanks
Russell D. Rose
Jersey Harbour

I would like to make a
comment on the latest Decks
Awash issues. They are not
one bit interesting at all. I
would like to see more like the
old ones. They were about
places, people and the hap­
penings. I would also like to
see a puzzle in il.
Ernest John Walters
Garnish, Fortune Bay

I am writing in response to
a letter from the 51. Lawrence
Heritage Society which was
published in your january/
February 1992 edition of
"Decks Awash". The opening
paragraphs recount how the

fluorspar miners of 51. Law­
rence micaculously rescued
183 survivors from the ship­
wrecked U5S Pollux and USS
Truxton, which ran aground
near 51. Lawrence on February
18,1942

It is not my intention to un­
dermine the efforts of the peou
pIe of 51. Lawrence, I merely
wish to provide your readers
with a further insight into the
events of that fateful day 50
years ago.

The destroyer USS Truxton
grounded at Chamber's Cove
while the supply ship USS
Pollux grounded at Lawn
Head approximately 1.5 nau­
tical miles west of Chamber's
Cove.

Upon learning of the disas­
ter, eight men from Lawn,
namely, Joseph Manning, jim
Manning, Alfred Grant,

Andrew Edwards, Martin
Edwards, james Drake, Robert
jarvis and Thomas Connors,
traveled overland with horses
and sleds to Lawn Head.

On arrival they discovered
the majority of the 140 survi­
vors of the USS Pollux trapped
on the rock ledge below an
overhanging cliff.

These eight valiant unsung
heroes rescued the survivors
by pulling them bodily by
rope over the face of the cliff
from the ledge where they
undoubtly would not have
survived.

In closing, I would like to
wish you every success with
Decks Awash. I have been a
subscriber since 1972 and have
thoroughly enjoyed every
issue.
Peter Rogers
Marystown, NF



Kayak Touring

In the Annchair of



/I sk Mark DykemanN why he got involved
in the kayak tour business.
He'll give you a number of
reasons: a ready-made partner
in Jim Price; evidence of a
viable market, and the oppor­
tunity to purchase personal
equipment "cheap", Dykeman
says with a laugh,

Those are the reasons for
getting into the business. But
what compells him to slay
with it? Undoubtedly his love
of the sport. He's been
kayaking since he was 12 and
byhisowna~wnhe

could lalk endlessly about the
sport. Another reason is the
excitement he evinces when
he la1ks about introducing
people to this province's
special attractions.

'When you're out there (in
a kayak on the ocean) and
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Kayaks have different
fratures depending on the setting
in which they're used. Dykeman
sumds ne:rt to three models
employed by the company.

there are 40 cathedral-size
icebergs on the horizon, and
there are humpback whales
breaching around you and
there are 3.5 miJljon sea
birds...and the couple you're
with, who are from a large
American city, tum to you
and say 'all this only 20 min­
utes from downtown?!'.. .it's a
reminder of why I wanted to
live here in the first place," he
says.

At times like that,
Dykeman allows, kayaking
really isn't the point. What's
there is what it's all about.
And what's there is increas­
ingly being sought by
kayakers from around the
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prov­
inceand

around the world.
Dykeman and Price are

well positioned to respond.
They're C<H>wners and opera­
tors of Eastern Edge Outfit­
ters-a sea kayaking tour and
instructional service based in
St. John's. For the past three
summers, Dykeman, Price
and a handful of guides have
been leading kayaking enthu­
siasts on sea trips that explore
the culture and coastline of
Newfoundland. And when
they're not leading tours,
they're teaching kayaking
skills at a city swinuning pool.

The teaching aspect is very
important to Dykeman. He
sees it as key to developing
the kayaking community in
Newfoundland. The size of
the community has, in fact,
grown steadily. About six or
seven years ago, it consisted of
about four people. Today,
about SO kayakers belong to
their loosely knit fraternity.

Participants include chil­
dren and seniors, and there is
a high percentage of female

representation. "Female
paddlers don't have the
heavy upper body
musculature so their
paddling is much more
precise," Dykeman
explains. ''Generally,
they have more
flexibility and
stretch and are
much easier to
teach to roll.
Generally, out
of the popula­
tion[of

kayakersJ they are
better paddlers."

According to Dykeman, sea
kayaking is a huge sport on
the west coast of Canada and
the United States. Part of the
reason for its low profile in
Newfoundland-<lSide from
the limited number of boosters
like Dykeman-may owe to
misconceptions about the
nature of the sport.

Sea kayaking is not about
crashing swells and fighting
the water," Dykeman expains.
"I look at sea kayaking as
being in an armchair, a quiet
amchair, watching the wildlife
and the scenery go by."

In point of fact, sea
kayaking translates to very
tranquil, very sheltered areas
of the ocean. Bays, within
bays, within bays; like big
lakes. Typically, sea kayakers
are within hailing distance of
the shoreline. Often, the trips
are linked to explorations of
abandoned communities;
ghosts of resettlement like
Throughfare and lneland's
Eye. On all occasions there is
the splendor of the coastal
environment and the unique­
ness of Newfoundland's
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getting big enough so that it's
putting unwelcome demands
on them in terms of their other
obligations, yet it's not big
enough to support them. A
classic small business conun­
drum.

Dykeman suggests that
perhaps the key is in the
instructional side of the busi­
ness. If they can bring more
people up through training.
there may be sufficient re­
sources to draw on to accom­
modate the company's
growth-apart from their own
contributions. It's a situation
that will require some contem­
plation.

Look for Dykeman and
Price to take to their kayaks
for that one. •

Partner, Jim Price
gathers bergy bits to keep
supplies cool during a trip.

who
owned the
land, why it was
frozen, why it hadn't been
developed?

The conlTast between their
everyday experiences and the

reality of
Newfound­
land's special­
ness, in and
out of kayaks,
is grist for
Eastern Edge
Outfitter's mill.

As the
popularity of
kayaking
grows locally,
and as Eastern
Edge Outfit­
ter's stature as
a tour com­
panygrows,
Dykeman
acknowledges
that he and
Price are faced
with a decision
about where to
take the com­
pany. It's

rultural setting.
Dykeman tells the story

of four men from Los
Angeles who travelled
to Newfoundland for
an Outfitter's tour.
When disembarking
from the company
van at their bed
and breakfast in
51. John's, the
men were
agahst at the
notion of
leaving the
van open and
unattended while they
unloaded. In Los Angeles,
there wouldn't be a van left to
come back to. Later, on their
way out of town, they had to
grapple with the emptiness of
the land around Paddy's
Pond. They wanted to know
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THEHSHERY
Resource in Search of a Future

by Roger BurroWll

In 1989, the state ofGrand Banks cod stocks

(Northern Cod) had once again become a

major topic ofconversation in AtJanticCanada.

A battle raged over the effecton inshore fisheries

of the fIShing efforts of foreign and Canadian off­

" shore fleets. A Task Force, The Northern Cod Review

Panel,with Dr. Leslie Harris as its chairman, was setup to receive briefs

and letters,meetwith peopleaffectedby thechanges in the fishery, and come

up with suggestions as to how the impending crisis could be averted. Although

there was nothing new in the panel's report, its recommendations formed the basis

of the provincial govemment's managementstrategy,although the federal government

has been much slower to react. Three years later, the situation is worse and inshore

fishermen have had to resort to direct action to protect Newfoundland's interests.
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''Fisheries management has apparentlybeen
afailure. Why? The simpleanswer is thatwe
have become too efficient fish killers. The
fish do not have a chance."

Has anything been
achieved, or are we destined
to lose the resource that has
been the only reason for
NewfoundJand's existence for
400 years?

Two of the people who
submitted briefs to the 1989
Task Fol'Cl! say here what has
been achieved and share
whether their views have
changed in the last three
years.

Three years before 1M Task
Force taIS fanned, Dr. Don
Steele ofMemorial University's
Biology !JeImtmmt had been
commissioned by 1M Newfound­
land Inshore Fishuies Associa­
tion to undertake astudy of
NortMrn Cod. His report,
published in 1986, pointed out
1M dangers ofgovernment
management:

FishDies management has
apparently been afailure. WIry?
The simpleanswer is that ....
have become too efficient fish
killers. Thefish do not have a
chana. Our ability to kill fish
far outstrips 1M ability ofthe
fish to grow and reproduce.
Management has been unable to
effectiuely regulate 1M rate of
fishing.

Reducing the
number of
fishermen ...would
have no efftct if 1M
remaining fisher­
men are more effi­
cient and CJltl:h 1M
sameamountoffish.
ThiswillnothelpIM
stock even if it does
increase1M irn:ome ofIMremain­
ing fishermen.

The key recommendotion is
that 1M assessments be done and

1M TACS determined separately
for eadl of1M divisions 2/,3K
and 3L Long-term manage­
ment policks should be devel­
opedfor eadl stock. All studies,
assessments and changes in
tactics should be subject to
independent outside review.

The federal government
commissioned the Northern
Cod Review Panel, as it had
previous committees and task
fo1'Cl!S. Nothing new was
learned, but when federal
FIsheries Minister John
Crosbie received the Canadian
Atlantic FISheries ScientiJic
Advisory Committee
(CAFSAQ data in February,
he immediately directed his
officials to look at conservation
measures, harvest manage­
ment plans, stock distribution,
seal predation, foreign
overfishing and assistance
programs. The measures
announced on February 24,
1992 were the result.

For its pari, the provincial
government emphasised the
effects of foreign overfishing in
its 1989 submission, 'The
province recommends that in
view of the Canadian capabil­
ity to catch the whole of the

reduced TAC, and that if the
recommended reductions in
TAC are to have any credibil­
ity, all possible measures be
pursued to end foreign

overfishing in area 3L"
In recent weeks, provincial

FISheries Minister Walter
Carter and Premier Oyde
Wells have been visible in
their condemnation of foreign
overfishing. Thepremier
made it the subject of an
impassioned speech at the
Oceans Seminar of the
GWBE '92 conference in
Vancouver last month. A
background paper, 'The
Fragile Fishery: Current
Status", pointed out the
continued plunder by Euro­
pean Community fishing
fleets.

Since 1986, the EC has
objected to various NAFO
quotas and has set higher
quotas for itself unilaterally,
quotas that have been allo­
cated largely to Spain and
Portugal. EC fleets have
fished virtually without
restrictions outside the 200­
mile limit and their catches
have greatly exceeded both
NAFO quotas and the Ees
unilateral quotas.

In 1990, the EC moved to
accept 8 of 11 NAFO conser­
vation decisions, but contiJl.
ued to set unilateral quotas for
two stocks (redfish and floun-

der) for which they have no
NAFO allocations and for 3L
cod which is subject to a
NAFO moratorium. Simi­
larly, they took some steps to
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One of the flotilla bears asign admonishing Portugese and Spanish fishing vessels "not too fish too much"

improve their system of
surveillance and control, but
they failed to ensure that
catches did not exceed quotas.

Over the past five years
NAFO scientists have identi­
fied biomass declines for
virtually all NAPO stocks and
other NAPO members have
agreed on reductions in the
Total Allowable Catches....In
1991, the Scientific Council
concluded that under-report­
ing and misreporting of
catches had become so preva­
lent that it was no longer
possible to do proper scientific
assessments of NAFO man­
aged stocks.

Another government paper,
'Why Canada must act to
protect the Grand Banks

fishery", stressed the need for
immediate action:

One of the world's great
fisheries could be wiped out if
Canada does not take urgent
action to protect the Grand
Banks fish stocks from foreign
overfishing. In 1991, foreign
fishing fleets took more than
six times their NAPO quotas
in the regulatory area. Scien­
tists of NAPO member states
reported to the 1991 NAPO
meeting they can no longer
undertake proper stock as­
sessments because of under­
reporting and misreporting of
catches. Nursery areas are
under assault.
These points were made

forcefully by the premier in
his speech to GLOBE '92

delegates and at a later press
conference. The European
Community Ambassador was
present at Mr. Wells' speech
and took exception to the
premier's claims, but could
not deny that there were as
many as six, maybe seven,
dozen European trawlers still
catching Northern Cod while
Newfoundland's and Cana­
da's offshore fishing fleets
were voluntari1y tied up.

Unfortunately, conspicuous
by their absence both at the
speech and at the press confer­
ence were representatives of
the federal government, who
chose to avoid a "diplomatic
confrontation". At the same
conference, the federal govern­
ment's background paper,
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'The Fragile Fishery: Toward
a Sustainable Future", called
for, "more effective conserva­
tion measures for the preser­
vation of high seas fish stocks"
and "a diplomatic conference
to l'l!SOlve problems of high
seas fisheries".

In 1989, our two offshore
companies accepted some of
the blame for stock reduction
but have differing interpreta­
tions of the major problems.
Vic Young, CEO of Fishery
Products International, in the
FPI brief "A Question of
Balance" wrote, "We are in this
for the long run and we fully
support whatever quota
reductions are necessary to
preserve the long-term health
of all fish stocks...While action
is necessary to come to grips
with foreign overfishing, we
must also address, as a sepa-

rate and more important
issue, the need to ensure our
own harvesting efforts, both
offshore and inshore, are
pursued with long-tenn
conservation as our prime
objective."

FPI's fishing effort, along
with that of other offshore and
midshore fleets, was sus­
pended by the federal govern­
ment in February, 1992, but
between 1989 and 1991 North­
ern Cod landings continued to
be the mainstay of the com­
pany. Did the company
indeed put its conservation
ethic into practice?

Our other offshore com­
pany, National Sea Products
limited of Halifax, Nova
Scotia, wondered if provincial
government policy hadn't
contributed significantly to the
problem. As Murray Coolican

pointed out, "Conservation is
a principle to which both
government and industry
seem to be fully committed,
and yet there are areas of
disagreement as to exactly
what constitutes good conser­
vation in fishing, and what
techniques may pose a threat.
We are seeing an increasing
number of gilInets on the
Funk Island Banks and
around the Virgin Rocks.
Ironically, this gear has been
adopted by a longliner fleet
subsidized by the Newfound­
land government in the
interests of encouraging better
quality product from the
inshore. Now many of those
vessels in their newer role of
gilInetters are working against
both quality and conserva­
tion." Is this still a problem?

Those who have suffered

MARINE INSTITUTE

TECHNOMAR will bring the resources
of the Marine Institute to your operation.

We will work with you to:

·improve the efficiency of your fishing gear;
-apply a new technology to your processing methods;
*develop an effective aquaculture enterprise.

TECHNOMAR can offer sophisticated technological capability to small- and medium-sized
companies. We know it's hard to compete in these tough times - TECHNOMAR will work
with you on innovative solutions to help improve your competitiveness.

Roger Angel, Director
TECHNOMAR
Marine Institute

155 Ridge Road St. John's, NF AIC SR3
Tel.: (709) 778-6315 Fax: (709) 778-1I3%

Decks Awash 14

Nigel Allen, Industrial Technology Advisor
TECHNOMAR-Comer Brook

1 Union St., Comer Brook, NF A2H SM7
Tel.: (709) 639-%91 Fax: (709) 639-7713

Toll-free #: 1-800-563-9279



most from the recent fishing
closure are fishermen and
plant workers here in New­
foundland. Union president
Richard Cashin of the FFAW
union wrote in 1989 that the
size of fish landed was an
indication the stocks were in
serious trouble.

While the news on the north­
em cod stock UXIS dra111J1tic, we
are at least grateful that the
illusions caused by the past
miscalculations have naw been
mnoved...lt is our understand­
ing that there is aschool of
thaught which believes the size
offish at the time ofharvesting is
an importilnt factor in the
111J1nagement ofstocks. In recent
yl!1lrs there has been an incrl!1lSe
in the amount ofsmall fish.
Those who are harvesting this
S111J111er fish believe that one of

the reasons for the S111J111er size of
fish is that the stock UXIS

overfished.

Pat Cabot of West Ste.
Modeste, representing the
Newfoundland &< U1brador
Fixed Gear Fishermen's
Association Inc., expressed the
frustration inshore and fixed­
gear fishermen felt in 1989:
"Fishermen's groups and
individuals have been telling
government for the past four
or five years that our stocks
were not growing. It was very
frustrating to attend meetings
as late as 1988 when scientists
would show us figures that
the stocks had increased 500%
in the Gulf region since the
200-mile limit, at a time when
most fishermen had to leave
their families and head north
in search of cod."

In November 1989, at the
AGAC meeting in Ottawa, the
association publicly accused
the federal scientists of mis­
leading the industry. Al­
though the deception was
mainly carried out by federal
officials misrepresenting
scientific findings, the associa­
tion's stand has been vindi­
cated by recent events.

The Southern Labrador
Development Association's
brief stressed the unfair nature
of fish allocations, 'We firmly
believe that people living
closest to the resource should
ultimately gamer the greatest
benefit from it....There have
been applications submitted
by U1brador fish companies to
get a share of the northern cod
stock, which have been re­
jected. Again, we question the
rationale of government

Help for crafts producers

F
or 15 years Rene Finlay­
son has made her living
operating out of her

home in 51. John's. Rene
proouces hand.woven rugs,
mohair Afghans, and chenille
bathrobes and she sells almost
exclusively to the Toronto
market.

When Rene needs help in
procluct development or
marketing, she turns to Enter­
prise Newfoundland and
Labrador.

If you are a crafts producer
and you need help, call one of

~~~ t~V~~:tio;~~ ~~i~~f ~nu~
crafts specialists.

Labrador 896-2400, or 1-800-563-0111
Western 639-9691, or 1-800-563-9279
Centrat 256-5000, or 1-800-563-4800
Eastern 466-1300, or 1-800-563-0003
Avaton 729-7000, or 1-800-563-9179
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Left: Supporters
gather dockside in
SI. John's to lend
their blessings to
the flotilla that
sailed to the Grand
Banks to protest
foreign overfishing

officials for rejecting those
applications considering the
fact that we are directly adja­
cent to the resource and our
lives depend on it. We do not
harvest a multi-seasonal or
multi-species fishery as do
most fishermen on the island
portion of our province."

Inshore fishermen, while
still being able to fish their
allocations, are understand­
ably dubious about the future
of the inshore fishery.

In 1989, Earl Johnson of
North Harbour, Placentia Bay,
expressed the views of the
Inshore FIShermen's Improv...
mentCommittee. Heargued
that the change from salt fish
preparation to fresh fish sales
had increased inshore fishing
effort, and that the increased
offshore fishing effort had
accelerated the stock decline,
''Prior to selling fresh fish,
fishermen spent very little
lime fishing."

His other suggestions were
echoed by all inshore fisher­
men: 'There should be no
reduction in inshore allocation
and no transfer of uncaught
fish to the off-
shore; no fishing
during the
spawning sea­
son; the middl...
distance and
inshore dragger
fleet should not
be expanded.
Emphasis should
be placed on
increasing cod stocks rather
than on maintaining the
present offshore catch rate."
Three years later, all his
recommendations have been
implemented, but at what

cost?
A St. Anthony fisherman

pointed out the historical
inad~ciesofthefishery,

and quoted Governor
Anthony Musgrave, who
wrote in 1868, 'The one enter­
prise, fishing, to which the
people are accustomed is
inad~te to meet the wants
of the increasing population."
He then commented, "One
hundred years later, 1968,
numerous foreign countries
around the world were send­
ing an armada of ships under
the false impression that an
inexhaustible supply of fish
existed around Newfound­
land."

Another suggestion to the
panel was that the fishing
industry need no longer
depend on urc.

There are "limy more people
in the fishery now than UXlUld be
in it ifownership offishing
grounds and quotas were given
to business enterprises..·.!ffull
employment should ever come,
the protected business model
with fewer fishermen having

correspondingly
greater opportu­
nity will mtch as
much fish. Each
crwlWuld
become a busi­
ness with fishing
grounds and
quotas offish
becoming part of
the business
asset. 11 will

probably bring more muney for
the same fish, muse the
smaller number ofpeople makes
astrunger bargaining unit when
seeking higher prices....!t is

passible for fishermen to operate
in this scenario without having
to resort to illevery year.

As an indication of the false
impression being given to the
public about fishery econom­
ics, the same author told a
story of four boats tied up at a
fishplant wharf. Two were
tOIK'f-th...1ine mid-sized
offshore vessels financed by
government grants and loans,
while the other two were new
trap skiffs with the latest
technology and equipment,
paid for entirely by the own­
ers. A stream of visitors and
school classes toured the new
offshore boats and ignored the
skiffs, the same attitude taken
by those making management
decisions.

It's unlikely that the large
baats will ever pay for the cost of
building with current prices and
mtches offish ....!n all likelihood
(the trap skiffs) will be paid for
by the fish they mtch, the
investment being relatively
modest.

Sam Caines of Trout River,
on the west coast, suggested
to the Review Panel that
higher fish prices would
reduce the problem, "Govern­
ment did not listen to the
wisdom of the fishermen
before but we urge them to
listen now....What was once
an inherited right is now just a
distant memory. FIShermen
could survive on smaller
quotas if prices were better."

Continued un page 3-1
includin~ inlerviews \\ ilh
"Big B.ld" John Robinson
and Tom Best
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Square Stitch'n Bridger
Wilbert Bridger is a quilt him how to mend a net or sew Wilbert was demonstrating

maker. Not that that's so odd. twine, yet he (Wilbert) knew his mastery of the craft. ''Now
It's just that one has a ten- how to do it. "It came to me he's got me beat;' says Meta
dency to associate quilting naturally;' he says. Natural or with a laugh and a smile that
with...well...women. Klatches not, it was a talent that had to tells of the pride she feels for
of women. At quilting bees. have been influenced by his Wilbert. Her affection and
Or grandmotherly types seamstressing wife, Meta. She assistance has been acknowl-
crafting something special for is an accomplished sewer. edged by Wilbert in the form
their grandchildren. Wilbert 1 n dee d, % what she of a valentine quilt: red hearts
Bridger definitely doesn't fit ~ ~~ blossoming randomly on a
the picture. '/'/ ~ pure white background.

For more than 30 years he '/ ~ There is that element of the
earned his living with nail and ~'/.. ~~ romantic in Wilbert. He is
hammer. Along the way he's ~ ~ gentle--and gentle-rnanly-
been a fisherman, a painter •J ~ ~~ in his manner. For the
and a cook Now, m hIS ,. ~ interview he has worn
retirement years he's ~~ a cardigan and tie.
turned his hand ~ He's tall and
to another ~~ narrow, and a
vocation: quilt :;I, shock of white
making. It keeps :;1,:;1, hair rides above a
him busy; in the :;I, good-natured smile
last five years he's :;1,:;1, and friendly eyes. In
sewn about 200 of them. :;I, his answers there's al-

Although he sells a few, :;1,:;1, ways a trace of mirth. It's
the majority of them go to :;I, that orientation that makes it
friends and family. As Wilbert :;I, possible for him to relate to
volunteered with a calculated h:;l, people who bring their chi!-
grin, quilts make ideal wed- " h dren's clothes to him and have
ding. birthday and anniver- h a seam- them made into quilts. 'So
sary gifts. To be certain, all the stress was a principal they can look at their chi!-
people in the Bridger house- form of support for the dren's clothes the rest of their
hold-Meta, his wife: Clyde, Bridger family. lives;' Wilbert explains. Or
his son and Lilly, his sister- Because of Meta's perhaps, more accurately, so
have quilts on their beds. seamstressing. there were they can be near to their
Quilts not sold or given away always sacks of fabric scraps children. That sort of senti-
as gifts are donated to chari- around the house. One day, mentality doesn't cause
ties to help raise funds. Wilbert decided to do some- Wilbert the least pause.

But what brought Wilbert thing with them: To make a IT his exposure to Meta and
to quilting? His mother made quilt. It was natural then for his fishing background influ-
quilts. Or perhaps a clue is in her to be the one to help him eneed his choice of hobbies,
his fishing background. make his first quilt. She also his carpentering has equally
Wilbert claims that his father helped him with the second been an asset in making quilts.
(a fisherman) never showed one but by number three, When he started making
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them. Meta wondered aloud
at how he was going to make
sure his backing cloths were
square. Not much of a chal­
lenge for someone who spent
33 years working with a
carpenter's square. And he
brings a finishing carpenter's
attention to detail to all the
other facets of his quilling. The
stitches are carefully laid and
the swatches neatly blended to
create bright, appealing
patterns. The samples he had
with him that evening were
predominantly of the "crazy
quilr' variety. The quilt pieces
are placed randomly, Wilbert
explains. 'The more random
the better." Yet for all their
randomness, there's a coh~
siveness to each of his quills.
When asked if there's some
aesthetic determination in his
designs, Wilbert seems mysti-

fled by the notion. He just lays
them down, he says, which
does nothing to dispel the
artistry of his crail.

Besides the pleasure his
quills give to others, the
business of making them has
ils own rewards. 'Takes your
mind off yowself a lot:' says
Wilbert with matter-<lf-fact
simplicity. It's not unusual for
him to rise in the morning and
spend the day working on a
quilt. And if the day turns
nice...then move production to
the patio. A number of years
ago Wilbert did just that
setting up his sewing machine
in the ganlen. Although he
may not have thought any­
thing unusual about his
activity, he soon attracted the
attention of an Evening Tel­
egram photographer. The
picture, subsequently pub-

lished by the Telegram, con­
tinues to be a source of arm.1S~~·

mentto Wilbert and his
family.

That the picture of a 76­
year-<lld man sitting in his
garden quilling doesn't strike
Wilbert as unusual is a meas­
urement of his involvement in
his crail. Now, 200 quills later,
his interest doesn't show any
signs of flagging...not that it
could if he wanted it to. As his
reputation has spread, friends,
neighbours, family, even
strangers, have become steady
sources of fabric. Wilbert has
to keep quilling Simply to
keep up with the flow of
material. Incidentally, no silk
please. It can't hold it's shape,
Wilbert explains. Cotton or
broadcloth is best. He speaks
with the authority of someone
who knOWs. •
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Business
Matters
At Newfoundtand Power, we are committed to
providing high quality service. And we're proud
01 our employees who contribute so much to
communities throughout Newfoundland.

POWER
Eleclricity...and a lot mOTl.



'5 businesses and thousands of
a workers. The official news

conference a few days later
was a little more encouraging
since the other three owners,

eal Petro Canada, Mobil and
Chevron, said they would
continue to spend about $1.5
million a day on the project,
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them, Meta wondered aloud tied I
at how he was going to make them
sure his backing cloths were does
square. Not much of a chal- artist
lenge for someone who spent Be
33 years working with a quilt
carpenter's square. And he busiJ
brings a finishing carpenter's its m
attention to detail to all the min<
other facets of his quilting. The Wilb
stitches are carefully laid and simp
the swatches neaUy blended to hUn
create bright, appealing spen
patterns. The samples he had quilt
with hUn that evening were nice.
predominanUy of the "crazy the F
quilf' variety. The quilt pieces ago 1
are placed randomly, Wilbert seltiJ
explains. 'The more random in th
the better." Yet for all their may
randomness, there's a oohe- thin!
siveness to each of his quilts. amv
When asked if there's some atter
aesthetic detemnination in his
designs, Wilbert seems mysti-
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Crisis after crisis has struck
the province in this still-new
year. The fishery has taken
over from Hibernia as current
big news story but the
Hibernia slowdown simmers
on the back burner, constantly

reminding NewfOlmdland's
business community that a
brighter future lies just be­
yond their reach.

When Gulf Resources
Canada pulled out of the deal
February 14, the shock was
devastating to hundreds of

businesses and thousands of
workers. The official news
conference a few days later
was a little more encouraging
since the other three owners,
Petro Canada, Mobil and
Chevron, said they would
continue to spend about $1.5
million a day on the project,

HIBERNIA:
A SiInpler

View
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and that they were going to
start looking for a new owner.

Then the press began
seeking out western oil ana­
lysts who said they knew it all
along; Hibernia is a giant
make-work project and will
never succeed.

Here, business owners wait
to hear ifa contract they are
counting on will come
through and rescue them
before it's too late, before they
have to close up shop.

Hibernia has come to mean
more to Newfoundland than
jobs and money. It has become
a symbol of what is fast
becoming our heritage. We
start huge projects on grand
scales, they fail and we are
left, as taxpayers, to pay the
price.

The latest news? Rumors
are rampant about new part­
ners and secret negotiations.
There is, however, lillie real
information coming from the
owners or from government.

A newly formed group
calling themselves the
Hibernia Coalition has taken it
upon themselves to gather
and share whatever informa­
tion is available about the state
of the project. They are made
up of 16 industry associations
from across Canada who have
a stake in the successful
completion of the project.
They say the consequences of
Hibernia's not going ahead
will be another devastating
blow to the country's, and
more specifically the prov­
ince's, economy. They maln­
tain it will not be just the
companies supplying nuts
and bolts for the CBS that will
hurt, but companies in manu-
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faeturing, construction, educa­
tion, services and supply
sectors.

Newfoundland and labra­
dor Construction Association
(NLCA) President Hayward
Pike says, "Like many other
businesses, members of
NLCA have invested in
preparation for the Hibernia
development. Recent develop­
ments, however, if not r~
solved immediately, will
drastically affect the construc­
tion industry in general and
more particularly what we
had forecasted to be the start
of many years of increased
activity and employment in
our province."

We will lose much more by
cancelling the project than the
Canadian government will
lose if it goes ahead. The
government has committed $1
billion in direct funding and
another $1.6 billion in loan
guarantees and a number of
the project's detractors say
that is enough, that we can't
afford to put anything more in
the pot.

But what does Canada
stand to gain? At least $1.5
billion saved in transfer pay­
ments to Newfoundland, a net
profit of $.5 billion. Thousands
of people will be gainfully
employed instead of living on
social services or unemploy­
ment income. Besides the
direct money from taxes and
royalties, the country will
have, following the successful
completion of the project, a
highly trained workforce with
skflls in enormous demand
around the world.

A few years ago, Norway
discovered oil off its shores

and decided to start its own
offshore industry. No one
knew how to make it work so
they imported expertise,
slowly built the first rig and
put it in the water. Ekofisk is
now just one of about 60
projects Norway has in the
works or operating. When oil
or gas is discovered in Africa,
Russia, South America-<lr
Newfoundland-there are
plenty of Norwegians around
providing advice and direc­
tion.

We, too, may have that
expertise to offer the world in
a few years. As A.R Johnston,
President of the 5t. John's
Oilfield Teclmical Society says,
'There is no reason why
Canada should not be a world
leader in offshore develop­
ment, such as Norway."

Yet the rest of Canada
continues to ask if this project
is worthwhile. More than $SOO
million has already been spent
on the project-$200 million of
which went directly into
Newfoundland pockets. The
remaining owners continue to
let contracts as required and
continue to spend $1.5 million
a day. The question should
not be is Hibernia viable, but
is it viable now? And its being
a make-work project hardly
seems likely with giant oil
companies doing the mating
dance in our waters. They
aren't known for good works
and charitable deeds.

If Hibernia works, it will be
because there's money in it for
everyone. If it doesn't, New­
foundland, Canada and the oil
companies all lose. The ques­
tion hardly seems worth the
debate.•
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