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Building Today
For Totllorrow
The NLHC operates on the

premise that hard work and
careful developmental planning
today will provide a better
tomorrow for the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador.
Whether it is the development
of industrial parks, commercial
land or a residential
neighbourhood, lhe NLHC
team of professionals are
dedicated to bringing you the
best possible choices for your
specific requirements.
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Whatever you need,
commercial or residential.
Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing Corporation IS here 10
serve you better, allOWing you
10 make sound decisions to
build on a strong and Viable
foundation. For more
information and further
assistance please call the NLHC
representative In your area.

ewfoundland and Labrador
Housing Corporation... shaping
(he future.

Newfoundland
and Labrador
Housing
Corporation
HONOURABLE WILUAM HOGAN
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Third World problems were largely ignored at Globe 'Q2 despite eloquent
pleas (above) and I in the lobby. there were mixed signals (b8ow). see
artides on pages 22 to 24 Photos by Janet Boxwell
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This issue was unavoidably a
little late getting into your
hands, and it's, of necessity, a
little thinner than usual.

As mentioned in the last issue,
IHckr ....wash underwent
another transformation, with the
departure of two partners and
the oontinuance of one. As an
employee of the magazine for
seven-and-a-half years and an
owner for one year, I can
honestly say that I'm glad I'm
now finnly in the driver's seat
instead of clinging on for dear
life as a passenger. This
magazine needs commitment,
and, for my part, I can pledge
thaL

I don't eXpeclto be alone at the
helm for very long, although
this issue is largely a result of
my effort. Yet I can't claim all
the credit. Marie O'Neill
shouldered most of the work
during the turmoil of the
transfer of ownership,
Mobilewords provided the
formatting and page layout,
Nellie Ludlow set up most of
the advertising, some regular
columnists provided their copy,
and some new helpers chipped
in, too.

By the time this issue has rolled
off the presses Deckr Awash
will be occupying a new office
at 124 Water Street, St. John's
and all the kinks will be ironed
out. After a year of muddling
along, Deckr Awash will
operate more like a business
and less like a hobby. Moving
office is part of the proof, but a
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change of scenery is not all I'll
promise readers. Advertisers
and subscribers alike will also
see a leaner, cleaner magazine
with a return to its roots. Gone
will be the provincewide and
national focus that made it less
of a Newfoundland magazine
and more a poor version of
People magazine. In its place,
you'll be seeing regional issues,
just like the days when
Memoria! University was at the
helm. It will mean stretching
my resources, but iCs what
readers want and deserve. It's
also the only way to ensure
survival and growth in lean
economic times.

In this issue, you'll find a short
historical sketch of Old
Perlican, a taste of what to
expect in later issues. You'll
also learn about Neil O'Grady
of Carbonear--a man with a bee
in his bonnet and the pipes to
prove it-·and get the lowdown
on GLOBE '92. Our regular
back section columnists will
still be with us, although Ross
Traverse on Gardening and
Andrew Peacock are not in this
issue. Anthony Murphy is,
however, still knee deep in
adventures forced on him by J.
Charles Callanan. lWo regular
columns are no more, but, in
their place, we welcome Hank
Deichmann with his Wild West
Ways. A new regular feature,
Earthwatch, starts in this issue.

In the next issue, we'll be
visiting Green Bay, thus
fulfilling a personal
commitment made when it

Editorial

proved impossible to profile all
the Baie Verte peninsula in the
September-October, 1990 issue.
We'll also profile at least one
Newfoundlander who hit the
headlines this year. And all the
regular columns will be back.

The August issue will mark the
sixth received by the
subsaibers who started after the
free issue last year, which
means it's time to renew. The
rates will remain the same, and
so will our mailing address.
Full details are contained on
page 1.

You'll see that our telephone
number is differenL Our Mount
Pearl number couldn't be
transferred to 51. John's, so we
can now be reached at
753-8871. We share our office
with Avid Services, the natural
history arm of Aardvark
Communications Ud. but
you're guaranteed full service
during office hours (9.00-12.30
and 1.30-5.00 every weekday)
as Marie O'Neill will be in the
office at those times. You might
catch me after hours and on
weekends at 786-0583 in
Spaniard's Bay.

[love hearing from old friends,
and that's what readers of
DecksAwash have always been
tome.

- Roger Burrows

Welcome aboard, one
and all!!



Last fall I received a letter from
an English lady visiting Florida
who had seen my name and
address in the SI. Petersburg
telepbone directory. Her
maiden name was Dawes and
she was tracing the Dawes
family who emigrated to
Newfoundland and Boston in
the early 1600s.
I bave not been able to supply
her with much information, but
when we returned borne from
Florida last week I discovered
that I bad on band the
March-April 1986 issue of
Decks Awash Volume 15 No.2,
which included a special section
on Hibbs Cove to Brigus,
including Ship Cove and Port
de Grave. with many references
to Daw and Dawe families.
Is there a copy of this issue
available. I would appreciate it
very much if yeu would let me
have it?

WllIlam A. Dawe
New Minas, Nova Scotia

ED: A copy is on the way.

I seek two issues of something
called Decks Awash: Volume 7
No.4 August 1978, and Volume
16 No.4 July/August 1987.
Both deal with Fogo Island.
Copies or photocopies much
appreciated.

TomWnUams
Calgary, Alberta

ED: Both issues are on the way.

Please fmd enclosed my cheque
in the amount of $9 for a
one-year subscription to Decks
Awash.

Kenneth lllys
Shedlac Bridge, New
Brunswick

ED: People are still sending
correspondence and cheques 10

Memorial University of
NewfoWldland, the publishers
W1tilApril 1991. Mr. Tays will
be getting the balance ofour
first year:S issues, slarting with
the March/April issue.

By this time I guess you're the
owner and no doubt the editor
of Decks Awash, so I wish you
much luck and "may the wind
be on your quarter and your
engines working free". This is,
to me, a better wish than "may
your big jib draw' which really
belongs with a sailing vessel
reaching to windward with a
bead wind.
I bope the magazine will be
able to continue. It seems your
partners were only around a
lillIe more than to say 'bello'
and 'goodbye'. I enjoy Decks
Awash and I hope that you will
be able to keep publishing, even
getting it back to a semblance
of its earlier days.
Regardless of what the last
issue was like, because I
intended to send it to my sister
in Sutton, Ontario, anyway, [
read it through and most of it
was interesting, especially the
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Letters

story on Battle Harbour. I
already had some infonnation
on the settlement and knew a
manager and bookkeeper wbo
used to go there seasonally
from "!WiIlingate. I also had the
privilege to visit there some
twenty years ago. I enjoy the
'Letters to the Editor', and this
is not my first one over the
years.
This is all for the present, but I
would like to add that I may be
interested in writing again about
some personal experiences or
local stories of the past, most of
them from around this area.

Macpherson Eveleigh
l.ewlsporte, Newfoundland

ED: It's always great to get
lel/ers from people who have
been friends ofthe magazine for
years. 'Mac' has, indeed,
written us many times, and I
would be happy to receive
stories from him. Take thot as a
"for sure*, Mac.
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Neil O'Grady: Two kinds of drones

Neil O'G<ady a'ld his bodhran, The goatskin from Perry's Cove is highly
regarded. Neil's painted design is original and not traditional.

Neil O'Grady olCeltic
Music Crafts has two rather
unusual interests, but they
have two things in
common··both feature
drones and both have very
distinctive sounds. To find
out more about them, you
have to talk to Neil in his
Carbonear home.

*
One of six brothe.,. split equally
between CaIbonear and British
Columbia, Neil is the only one
to have carried on a family
tradition. Music has always
played an important role in his
life, bu~ since December 1991
it's been his business, too. That
was when Neil formed Celtic
Music Oafls after four years of
malring bodhrans [Irish drums1
as a hobby. He's very much a
traditionalist

"There's some good upbeat
modern music played by lrish
groups,' Neil says, but his
preference is for the older styles
of music. "rm not one for
fusion styles or what has
become called Newfoundland
Irish music. I prefer
all-acoustic bands, perhaps with
electric keyboards thrown in for
background. I'd have to say
The alieftains, The Bothy
Band and Boys of the Lough
are among my favourites. You
can order their records from
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mail catalogues, and the music
shops in St. John's are carrying
them now."

According to Neil, interest in
pipe music is growing, so
branching into the making of
Uilleann pipes would seem to
be a key move on his part.
Known as Irish or Union pipes,
Uilleann pipes are a distant
cousin of Scottish bagpipes. All

pipes evolved from a common
ancestor, with Uilleann pipes as
the most recent fann.

"Uilleann is Gaelic for elbow,"
Neil explains, and the reason is
obvious later when he
assembles the various pieces
that make up the set The
choice of Union pipes as
another Dame comes from the
many parts. The pipes make



AfUl set of Uillean pipes starts out as a practice set of a bag, bellows and
chanter, becomes a half set with the addition of a mainstoek and three
drones, then 8 ttYee~uarter set by adding tenor and bcwitone regulators,
belofe finally being complete WIth the addibon of the bess regulator.

Decks Awash

use of bellows and keys, so yet
another name applied 10

them--Irish organ--makes that
connection. A final name,
parlour pipes, refers to where
many pipers play.

Neil has the only full set of
pipes in Newfoundland, but he
expeelS groups to make use of
them. They arc very popular
worldwide, and there's even an
Irish Piping Society, Na Piobiri
Uilleann, with members all over
the world and its headquarters
in Dublin. Some counties in
Ireland, like County Clare, have
a strong tradition of piping,
back 10 the days when any form
of entertainment was a
dangerous activity.

"Irish martial music was banned
in the 1700s, and the penalty for
disobedience was death,1l Neil
explains. IlBut music is such an
important part of Irish life that
residents found a way of
adapting the old warpipes, Piob
mor, into much quieter pipes
that could be played in
basements, root cellars, parlours
and church halls. They don't
have the high pitch and
resonance of some instruments.
Once the ban was lifted, the
modem UilIeaM pipes
developed from a fairly basic
instrument by adding parts and
pieces. People kept coming up
with innovations. l.ike any
instrument, they're still
evolving to meet modem
needs."

Uilleann pipes can be played
solo or with other instruments
in a group, but the difficulty in
tuning them means that other
musicians have to tune their
instruments to suit the pipes.
Trying 10 match two sets of
pipes is very difficult because
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the reeds are never the same
and shaving them down is not
popular.

It lakes time to learn to play any
instrument, and UiUeann pipes
require more knowledge than
most. Children start at the age
of 11 or 12 with a practice set,
and then work up through
half-sets, three-quarter sets and
full sets over a period of five or
six years. Pipers like Patty
Sheehan of The Bothy Band are
true masters, and Neil has no
illusions about what he's taking
on.

"There are no teachers here to
help me, II he admits. "I'll know
in six years whether I'll be a
master piper or not. I'm
planning to visit heland--it"s
been a goal of mine for some
time."

Neil is waiting to hear if his
application for a Canada
Council grant has been
approved. He's hoping to visit
Willy Oancey and join his

summer school, which has a
high reputation worldwide.

"Willy's a fanner with an
interest in folk music," Neil
explains. "He started the school
as a festival to celebrate
traditionallrisb music, and it
grew from there. [see it as a­
chance to gather infonnation,
see and hear the various styles,
and sink a few pints along the
way, II he jokes.

There are business reasons, too.
Besides learning to play the
pipes, Neil also makes them,
which is not an easy matter.
Each set consists of a chanter,
with a shaved-down reed, three
drones, similar to Scottish
bagpipes but bent so the pipes
can be played sitting down, and
three regulators. This
combination gives the Uilleann
pipes a sound more akin to that
of a pipe organ. It looks
complicated, but Neil quickly
explains what each part does.

"The chanter is the most
important part," he notes. "Irish
pipes have two octaves where

the Scottish pipes have one.
Drones are tuned by sliding
[much like a trombone) and fill
in spaces in the sound.
Regulators on the front of the
pipes play chords as well as
individual notes. All three can
play the tune, so the pipes are
very much a one·man band."

Uilleann pipes are designed to
be played indoors. This is
because they use dry reeds,
which are susceptible to damp
weather conditions, unlike
Scottish bagpipes which use
wet reeds. [t says a lot about
climate in the British Isles that
two different technologies have
developed from a common
ancestor.

Using plastic, which is
hard·to-work-with but very
strong, may seem like an insult
to a traditionalist like Neil, but
he says the fact that they never
wear out is important if cost is a
factor. Repairing bagpipes and
other instruments has helped
Neil hone his skills enough to
now make Uilleann pipes.

The pipes come in two styles.
Regular pipes are made from
domestic hardwoods, usually
maples, while deluxe pipes are
made from exotic hardwoods.

"The best wood is African
blackwood which is extremely
hard and crack resistant and has
excellent sound qualities," Neil
says, but its rarity and high
price put it out of reach. "So I
use a Central American
equivalent, cocobolo, for my
pipes. The melal parts are
made of brass, and imitation
ivory is used in place of ivory
which is too expensive. Cow
leather is used for the bellows.
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swarming three times over the
summer, even with six CDlS. of
snow on the ground on June 17.

You'd think Neil's neighbours
migbt object to sharing their
gardens with bees, but, in fact,
he had the wholehearted
support of two local doctors
who realized the benefit of
having bees pollinating their
fruit trees. Dr. Wells, who had
raised bees in his native Ireland,
even admitted he had his best
crop of cherries, raspberries and
currants, and Neil's plum tree
yielded plenty of fruit, too.
Everything looked rosy, but
Newfoundland's long winters
and fluctuating spring
temperatures put paid to the
experiment as the bees failed to
make it through. Not that Neil
has given up on beekeeping--he
says they'll be back once a
study on wintering bees has
been completed in Grand Falls.

"The dry reeds are made from
Spanish cane, just like those in
clarinets, saxophones and other
bagpipes. Matching the reed to
the chanter is the most
frustrating part of making a set
of pipes, but also the most
rewarding. You have to match
size and length of the wood by
first making a rough chanter
with a conical core and then
working the reed and chanter by
playing until they come
together as a set. A skilled pipe
maker can do that in two hours,
so I'm about halfway there."

A reed could last for as long as
25 years, depending on how it's
treated. Neil knows of an
Irishman who took apart a
particularly good chanter and
found that the base of the reed
was black from years of
smoke-filled rooms. Musicians
who do agree to perform
outdoors often carry a number
of lesser reeds so as not to ruin
their best reed. Many only take
their pipes outdoors on fine,
summer days. Drone reeds
require less shaving down, but
the spring-loaded keys on the
regulators need constant
attention.

Another kind of drone kept Neil
and bis partner, Nick Murray,
busy last summer. They were
apprentice beekeepers. Book in
hand, they learned the art of
beekeeping as they went along,
and joined the Canadian
Beekeeping Association to get
more expert advice. Because
North American bees carry a
parasitic mite, the source of
supply was distant enough to
cause some concern, but Neil
needn't have worried.

"We ordered two colonies of
bees from New Zealand, and

found that was the fastest
fourth-class mail delivery ever,"
he chuckles as he relates their
arrival in Carbonear. "It was
right on 8.30 a.m. when I got a
call from the post office telling
me to come and collect my
packages. You can't miss
bees--they came in wire cages
and you could hear and smell
them a ways off. It was May
and there was snow on the
ground, but they did well
considering the summer we
had. There are plenty of
flowers here year-round, and
the bees didn't have to travel
far."

New Zealand's climate is a little
more forgiving than ours, but
two hives of Neil's bees were
hardy enough to survive some
cold weather to 51. Patrick's
Day. Roger O1urchill of the
Department of Agriculture
helped with the project, and the
bees surprised everyone by

Clarenville
Tel: 466-3606

St. John's
Tel: 722-6644

Spaniard's Bay
Tel: 786-7349

Comer"­
Tel: 634-4105

Gander
Tel: 651-3540

Stephenville
Tel: 643-4995
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unlikely because West Country
merchants rarely visited
England's east coast where the
island is found and would
almost certainly not have
considered it noteworthy
enough for a placename. A
final explanation that doesn't
sound very plausible is that the
name has some connection with
the Scottish poet I ames
Montgomery (1771-1854),
whose most famous work was
"In Pelican Island", which was
written some 250 years after the
first map evidence of the
name's use.

The first documented settlers
were undoubtedly the Beothuks,
who had a migratory settlement
on the banks of the brook
running into Mish Pond. Their
artifacts were excavated and are
in the Newfoundland Museum.

Gillard Rodgers suggested a possible expianation for
an ~l' to the community name_

This settlement was first called Pelican, the
name Of a large webfooted bird. This bird
had a very large and heavy bill; naturally it
had a long tongue. The first settlers Were
sbnilarto this birdi they had long tongues or
better, were talkative. Among these talkative
people was a man who stuttered inhis speeCh
and the people used to poke fun at him. On a
visit to another community, this stuttering
fellow and his two friends were asked:
"Could you tell me where you belong?"
·Per~Per.-Pelican· was the reply....When his
two friends heard his reply they began tq
laugh and mock him...Since then the pegple
a.lted this place Perlican instead of Pelican.

Brown Pelicans, which they
would know from the Carribean.

Other explanations are less
plausible. A suggestion by
Prowse that the name may have
come from Sir Francis Drake,
who circumnavigated the earth
in 1577-80 and is known to
have sailed into Trinity Bay, is
based on the fact that his ship,
The Go/den Hind, was
originally named The Pelican.
There are, however, references
before then. The name first
appeared on a Spanish map
dated 1575, and the first
English mention was on a 1612
map.

A third explanation, that it
might have been named after an
English locality that had a
similar low, flat island at the
entrance to its harbour and was
named Pelican Island, is

*

Some Old Perlican history
by Roger Burrows

*

Legends regarding the
community name are varied and
reflect the early settlement.
lohn Guy recorded the name as
Pemecam, but Pelican seems to
have been the original name of
the settlement. Suggestions that
the name refers to an actual
species of pelican are hased on
a lack of knowledge of bird
distribution. Charles Leigh
reported in 1597 that such a
bird was "frequent to the coast",
but the two species of North
American pelicans have never
been recorded. A
closely-related species, the
Northern Gannet (Sula
bassana), does, however, nest
on Baccalieu Island, and has
done for many centuries. This
is almost certainly the bird
referred to. It is the size and
colour of a European White
Pelican, which early voyagers
would have known from
southern Europe, and catches
fish in a similar fashion to

Students from Edwin J.
Pratt High School in
Brownsdale gathered
information about their
area and assembled it in
binders. I asked for
information on Old
Perlican and that binder
was provided to me by the
principal, Fred Cram, on
the understonding that I
would go through it and
edit it for publication in
Decks A wash. This article
is the result

8



The distinctive urchitecbJ"'t' of the old United Church in 1908. Photo courtesy
Hany Strong.

They occupied the settlement in
the summer and fall, fishing,
hunting small game and
h3JVesting berries. Beothuks
certainly lived there when the
frrst fIShermen arrived in the
1500s and early 1600s, but
there is no documented
evidence. They were present in
fair numbers as late as 1612,
but skirmishes with English
settlers drove them out of the
area. Stories that are part of
local tradition suggest there
may have been sporadic
contact. Howley's account of a
retaliatory raid on a party of
Beothuks in 1775 contained
mention of a seven-foot giant
who had appeared in most
accounts over the previous four
decades. There is no credible
evidence to support this or other
stories. and Wbitboumc's
statement that the Beothuks had
left Trinity Bay as early as 1620
seems more plausible,

especially since John Guy failed
to locate any in the later years
of his colony at O1pids.

The first English fIShermen
were from the West Country,
especially Poole, and they
fished from early summer to
late fall. The Dorothy, captured
by Roger Fisher, was in the area
in 1652, and a 1644 document
listed Henry Brown as a
resident. Hugh Burt was
present at the time of the first
Newfoundland Census in 1675,
and both John Snooker and
Robert Whitman seDled the
next year.

The early merchants brought in
youngsters from England and
Ireland for two summers and
one winter. They were
nicknamed "White Nosers"
after a full year, and "Oldsters"
in their last six months of duty.
The men planted potatoes after
the last of the spring frosts,

Decks Awash

using kelp manure carried from
the beach in bags. All other
cultivation was done by the
women and children. The
French captured Old PerJican in
1677 and listed 19 houses and
several stores, with 250 summer
residents, but just 10 or so
overwintering. There were 13
planters, nine wives, 17
children and 167 servants in 16
houses, and 35 boats, 14 stages,
and small numbers of caDle and
pigs. Boat landings were higher
than for any other community.
The first horses arrived by 1677
and gardens were started along
the coasL 10 1679, the first
Poole merchant to petition
support for permanent
settlement in Newfoundland
was the mayor, William Carter,
whose SOD John was at Old
Perlican. By 1681, Edward
Elliot, Thomas Bates and
Samuel Russell had arrived, but
three years later, probably
following poor fisheries, the
population was down to 31. It
picked up again, and in 1692,
John Corbon, Henry Carter and
John Perkins were newly listed
residents. In the late 1600s,
John Bedlecome
[BiddJecombe), John Elliot,
John Gainge [Genge), William
Green, John SpikermeU or
Spiberrell, Richard Swain,
Thomas Taylor and John
Witchman arrived but their
families did not stay long.

Pere Baudoin's Journal in 16r;f7
referred to 27 fishing vessels
landing 13,900 quintals of
cod--twice that landed by the
125 boats in SI. John's. Bay de
Verde also had 11,000
quintals--these were the highest
landings on the peninsula.
There were 326 residents in
midsummer, all but 39 of them

9
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Russell Hall was a prominent Iandmar1< in Old Pe~ican used lor several purposes. 1908 photo courtesy Harry Strong.

men. The fishery recovered the
year after the French raid, and
Old Perlican had 146 residents.
The five planters caught an
average of 304 quintals in 1698.
The French raided Old Perlican
again in 1705, causing 34,000
pounds of damage, and once
again in 1709, when there were
10 planters: John Barrell,
Richard Burt, Sr. and Jr., John
Carter, Sr. and Jr., Henry and
John Corbin, William Green,
William Lagg (Legge) and John
Perkins. The Gainge,
Biddlecombe, Welshman,
Swain, Russell, Elliot, Boules,
Snook and Taylor families had
left by then.

In 1713, the Treaty of Utrecht
finally established Old Perlican
as an English town. The

10

English kept few records,
mainly because the merchants
wanted to conceal the richness
of the fishery. Richard Burt, a
master mariner from
Southampton, sold a plantation
to John Durell in 1717. He later
sold it to James Burt who
became a pennanent resident in
1718. The population fell to
107 and had only 10 women
listed in 1724.

Old Perlican had a justice of the
peace and a constable. Prowse
reported that Old Parlekin [sic)
received one of the 11
gold-captioned sets of 'Shaw's
Practical Justice of the Peace'
in 1729, the year the Burt
plantation was leased. In 1732,
there were 20 planters, 16
wives, 60 children, and 114

servants at Bay de Verde, and
20 planters, nine wives, 20
children, and 190 servants at
Old Perlican--these still landed
the most fish that year, although
Carbonear/Bristol's Hope had
morc residents, and Harbour
Grace/Bay Roberts later
became the main area of
selUement. The popolation
climbed to 302 in 1738, but by
1753, there were 166 Irish and
100 English residents. Uriah
Mitchell Bursey arrived in
1748, and John Tilly followed
in 1758.

The Warn ledger provided
details of William Warn's
business from 1749-59. He was
variously listed as a 'big planter
fisherman', 'fishery supplying
merchant" and "English



The name of John Hoskins continues to be honoured.

shipping master". William
Warn, Jr., was listed as a planter
in Ibe 1769 ledger of Governor
Byron. His fishing room was
nexl to thai of John Bisson and
a Mr. Bolter. Other names in
the Warn ledger were Barrett,
Bryant, Burt, Harris and
Sparkes. II is one of the oldesl
business records in
Newfoundland. Warn's Cove
was the best flShing room
within the harbour and was
occupied by George Hopkins,
whose father boughl il from a
Mr. Woodland. The lasl Warn
(Warren) emigrated to the
United Stales around 1880.
George TIto deeded land 10

Thomas and Mary Cram in
1759--il had been boughl from
James and George Welshman in
1742. He passed il to his two
sons, William and Philip, in
1790.

By 1763, Poole and Walerford
vessels did mosl of the fishing
oul of Old Perlican. in fact,
1763 marked the highest
year·round population, with 429
of the 738 summer residents
overwintering. The reason was
the connrmation of the area as
English following the end of Ihe
Seven Years War and France's
loss of fishing grounds. Old
Perlican was still the largest
community in Trinity Bay in
1784. Sack ships, such as the
William ThonuJs, Happy Rerum,
Restoration, Desire, Endeavour,
and Mayflower, came from
Poole, London, Southampton
and Dartmoulh, and took fish 10

Spain, Portugal and Italy.
These vessels replaced the
small Wesl Country vessels and
also broughl in supplies. Sack
ships were the main means of
transportation for fish until
1813 when a Bristol ship called

in--after that, fish were shipped
10 SI. John's. By 1780, a Poole
merchant, Ben Lester, had an
agent in Old Perlican, and
several local planlers started
merchant businesses in the early
1800s.

John Hoskins arrived in Old
Perlican in 1774 and started a
Methodist school. He had
landed at Trinity and was
advised 10 go to Old Perlican 10

seek work. The first great
revival meetings took place in
1778-9, and people from Lower
Island Cove arrived in 1780.
The first Methodist church was
buill around 1780, and John
McGeary spenl a very short
period of time as minister from
Port de Grave to Old Perlican.
Hoskins wrote to his mentor,
John Wesley, on October 15,
1781, shortly after a very
unnerving experience. He was
captured and tarred by Trinity
residents and had 10 be
smuggled out-·yet he returned
there laler and beld prayer
meetings. Despite the best
efforts of Wesley, Hoskins was
never ordained--he died in
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1791. JamesGoby(Goobie)
assisled him from 1784 and was
class leader until 1812 when his
son took over for 11 years. A
new Melhodisl church was buill
in 1809 on land donated by
Thomas Cooper. John Hoskins,
Jr., carried on his father's work,
mostly in Grate"s Cove, until
1828.

The Angel, Bardford, Dobson,
Edwards, Mead, Prior, Sandford
and Westwood families left by
1800, but the Button, Adams,
Tilly, TIzzard, Cram, Young,
Pike, Froud, Hopkins,
Woodland and Mills families
remained. The 1836 Census
provides evidence of the first
crops, and fanning was much
more widespread by the 18505.
The hook-and-Iine fishery
continued until the 18305 when
nets and seines were used.
1864 saw the departure of the
Short, Norris, Munday and Paul
families, but the Day, March,
Cox, Dean, Reid, Gooby,
Strong, Jolliffe, Brookings,
Beckett and Squires families
remained. There were five
planters b 1857, bUI also a

11
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Verde, Grates Cove and
Sibley's Cove.

Alfred Blundon chronicled the
activities of local fishermen in
the 1800s. In early May, a
skipper picked his crew, which
usually consisted of two men
and a cook, often referred to as
the captain. The shore crew

John Rodgers arrived in Old
Perlican in the 1850.. He was
said to be a pirate and captained
the Brothers. The only one of
his seven sons who was a sailor
was William James Rodgers,
who owned the Victoria,
Rambler and CWG. none of
which were built in the area.
The trap fishery started in the
late 1800s with Joseph Read the
first to use one shortly after its
invention, and 23 in use in Old
Perlican in 1884. By 1921,
there were 61 in operation. In
the 1880., a dispute arose about
the use of a berth, and one
fisbennan wbo claimed be bad
set his trap first was proved to
be only half-right·-be had set a
muskrat trap! His case was
dismissed by the magistrate.

continued the business.
Horseshoes, wheelbands and
ironwork for schooners
provided the majority of
business until iron grapnels
were needed for cod traps in the
18908. The Old Perliean
blacksmith also su lied Ba de

Small boats and Iongliners have always been the mainstay of the fishing
fleet at Old Pertican.
were then sold in Harbour
Grace, Carbonear and St.
John's. The first blacksmith
was Joseph Boyd, who started
his business before 1864. His
a rentice, John Coombs,

The seal fIShery may have
starled in the early 1800s, but
the first account was in 1842,
when Stephen March of SI.
John·s sent the Corsair, and the
Burt family sent the BDJI1Ierman
to the front. 1Wo Old Perliean
vessels were engaged in the seal
hunt in 1869, and there was a
landsman hunt in 1891.
Lumbering was listed as an
activity for 45 people in 1857,
but there were only (our men
listing it as their main activity

Qulnlaos operate 1Ile local fish plant

in 1869. Most men worked on
the other side of Trinity Bay
where there were plenty of
sawmills. The coopering
business was very active in the
late 1800s. Wood for casks was
hrought from Trinity North in
small schooners, and the casks

number of smaller merchants
and dealers to supply them.
Arthur Mony was a summer
trader from SL John's. The
population increased from 285
in 1801 to 792 in 1857 and a
peak of 951 in 1884. It
remained over 800 for the next
20 years, but many residents
lert for Boston and Canada.

12
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KELLIGREWS LONGPOND

were mostly women and
consisted of splitters and
sailers. Around May 10, the
ship crew went "rinding" the
spruce for later use as coverings
for nearly-dry fish, stages and
small houses. They then rebuilt
stages, repaired flakes, and
received their spring supply of
fishing equipment and food.
Herring was used for bait until
capelin came in June, and most
crew members worked non-stop
for a week at this time. Squid
followed later in the summer
and herring again later.

In August, the merchant's
"galloper" selected the dry fish
at the planters' fishing rooms.
The best grades went to
southern Europe, the next best
to Halifax and the United
States, and the poorest grades to
the Carrihean. Fishing
continued until late October.
Fishennen were allowed to
keep half their fish in lieu of
wages, so they marked their
own fish by notching the tails,
but all fish oil went to the
planter. By late October, when
the potatoes were dug, the
fishermen had settled up and
received their winter supplies.
In good years, this was enough
for all the family to survive.
Fishing boats and stages were
stored for the winter. Some
men were able to work in the
woods for low wages. Most of
the hauling was done by dogs
pulling catamaran sleds, as
horses were quite scarce.

The first school dates from
hefore 1844 with John Hoskins
as the first teacher and lay
minister. It was destroyed by
flre in 1851. John Haddon, who
was appointed Inspector of
Protestant Schools in 1858,

reported lhat58 of 60 pupils
were in school and commended
William Ouistian for his
teaching. A donation allowed
the school to be extended the
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next year. George Tuff was the
teacher from before 1876 to
1888. At times there were as
many as 179 pupils and usually
well over 100. The second
large Methodist church
followed under Rev. C. Ladner,
who served from 1869-72. An
old citizen recalled it as:
A great day when wish slides
and horses and dags all the
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men ofthe place galhered to go
six miles to the greal woods to
bring oul timbers.
Fifty years latert such trees
could not he found with 60
miles of Old Perlican.

A total of 45 barrels of herring
were caught in 1857, mostly for
bait. The first mention of the
salmon fishery was the same
year, when 23-and-a-half tierces
were landed, and the catch was
up to 87 tierces by 1884. Prices
were, however, very low. The
March family had a bank
schooner during the 1890s--it
had a crew of 18 men in 1891.
The lobster fishery was
prosperous in the early 1900s
when four factories operated in
the town. Old Perlican
fishennen went to the Labrador
until the arrival of the railway
in 1916, which made schooners
largely redundant.

The first shops were owned by
Joseph Boyd and Eleazer
March, and the first doctor was
Dr. Bartlett. The railroad track
was starled in 1914 and the first
train arrived in 1916--the track
was taken up in 1933.

Harold Barren left school at the
age of 14 in 1931 and fished
with his grandfather, father and

13
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uncle off Long Rock. He and
his brother Clarence bought a
schooner, the Boo, in 1939 and
a 4S-ft coaster, the Neata Hunt,
in 1942. The Hopkins family
operated a saltflsh industry,
employing 35-40 men in the

91 ELIZABETH AVE.

MAX PENNEY
ALF GILL

1940s, and the coaster business
died. Confederation brought
even greater changes, although
there is still enough of the old
lifestyles in Old Perliean to hint
at what it must have been like in
those days.
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Help for crafts producers

F or 15 years Rene Finlay­
$On has made her living
opel'ilting out of her

home in SL John's. Rene
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bathrobes and she sells almost
exclusively to the Toronto
market.

When Rene needs help in
product development or
marketing, she turns to Enler­
prise Newfoundland and
labrador.
If you are a crafts producer
and you need heir' call one of
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crafts specialists.

Labrador 896-2400, or 1-800-563-0111
Western 639-9691, or 1-800-563-9279
Central 256-5000, or 1-800-563-4800
Eastern 466-1300, or 1-800-563-0003
Avalon 729-7000, or 1-800-563-9179

1.\' I/II.\'I \11 ...... /11 lO,\'I.\'l;,\lI1J-/IlIl;lI.... 1
II you ever wanted to know about Green Bay' FeatUring the history and people of the area from

Middle Arm to Tilt Cove
Special features on the uncertain future of the Northern Cod fishery. Interviews and articles from the
Island and Labrador.
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The Bessie Marie
by Gus Rideout

Gus is a grandson ofEleazer K. Mills, ofBurlington, Green Bay, the builder ofthe nBessie
Marien, the last three-masted schooner launched in Newfoundland. Now living in Oxford,
Nova Scotia, Gus compiled this article with the help ofCaptains Cecil Stockley andJim
Gillett, two ofits many skippers from 1929-1962, and Ted Stuckless, the artist who sketched
her in 1966. Captain Jim Gillett went on to bigger ships, but always had a healthy interes~

plus a soft spot in his heartJor the nBessie Marien. it is part ofa manuscript Gus has been
compiling on the Mills family ofTwillingate and Burlington. We are happy to publish the
article as a tribute to the last ofits line.

"The Bessie Marie under sail- was sketched by Ted Stuckless 01 Twillingate
in 1966. She survived many sealing trips and the war years before being
retired from service in 1962.

She was the largest ship ever
built at the dockyard in Mills
Cove. Like many otbers she
was built to the order of
Ashboumes Ud. of 1\villingate.
The Bessie Marie was 10.6 feet
in length, 26.4 feet in width and
10.6 feet deep. Her net weight
was 152 tons, and her gross
displacement was 208 tons.
She was fitted with three masts
and was tern-rigged, but carried
no top-masts. Strictly speaking,
she would not be considered a
sailing vessel, but was built for
the coasting trade and for
sealing each spring. Before she
left Mills Cove, she was filled
with a 180-hp Fairbanks-Morse
engine of the indirect reversing
type, which was replaced by a
direct reversing 240-hp soon
afterwards. Both engines were
installed by George Burton of
1\villingate.

Grandfather [Eleazer K. Mills],
who personally knew nearly
every tree in a ten-mile radius,
had trouble finding a birch large
enough to form the main part of
her keel, so he had Ashboumes
import a piece of BC fir to form
the bottom part of the keel.
This was laid in the early spring
of 1929, by which time a
suitable birch had been found to

complete the keel. Because the
Bessie Marie was to have an
engine installed, she had to be
fitted with an outside, or false,
stempost in which to fit the
propeller.

Stu [Stuart Mills of Burlington,
and later Botwood] and [,
whenever we could get off from
school, were present to witness
the culling and hauling of the
timbers for the new schooner.
It took two horses, hooked to
one set of sleds, to haul that top
piece of keel, and we witnessed

the event with mixed feelings of
awe and wonder.

Playing hookey that day with
approval from Ma [Eleazer's
daughter and bookkeeper], Stu
and I were there when the big
tree came down to earth with a
great cloud of snow. It was a
solemn moment when Uncle
Abe [Abram Mills, Eleazer's
eldest son and a shipwright]
walked the length of the trunk,
big broad-axe in his hand,
smiling to himself as he
admired the great root that had
been left on to form the support

15
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The Bessie Marie on her return from the seal hunt Photo courtesy of Captain Jim Gillett.

for the sternpost. Then two of
the men chopped olT the bark
the fulllenglh of tbe tree up to
the brancbes and tben sawed 01T
the top. Dad [Abram Rideout,
who built the Grace Lorraine
for Asbbournes and the barge,
The Lady Baie Verre) and Uncle
Abe then lined up the ocbre line
and Uncle Uoyd Mills beld one
end of it in the correct place
while Uncle Abe went to the
middle to 'strike the line'.
Using their big 'hewing' axes,
Uncle Abe and Dad started
'siding' down the big tree with
mucb checking with plumb and
steet·square and periodic
spilling of tobacco juice. Both
sides of the tree flattened, it was
next turned with peavies and
squared.
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Handspikes and peavies were
used to get the roughly fmished
piece of keel onto the sleds and
on the way to the dockyard.
Early in the spring, the keel was
laid, lined up and bolted
together. Stu and I, ever careful
not to get in the way, but
missing none of the excitement,
watched as the freshly-planed
pieces of the keel were laid.
!\VO of the men stood on the
new keel and bored holes for
the bolts that would fasten it
into one complete unit. Their
breath made little clouds around
their heads as they turned their
augers that precise half-tum,
only pausing to spit on their
hands from time to time.
Meanwhile, others had shaped
the tall sternpost, and Stu and I

stood afar off as it was hoisted
in place and the big knee was
bolted to it.

Up in the pattern-loft, where the
models of past schooners were
suspended on big nails driven
into the wall, Uncle Abe made a
pattern for the 'bends' of
timbers, while Stu and I
watched, wondered and sniffed
in tum. It was a time to matvel
as Uncle Abe turned the
measurements of the model into
the reality of a full-size bend of
timbers. The Bessie Marie was
going to be the biggest sbip
ever built in the dockyard, and
there was just room enough to
put in her bowsprit between her
stem and the cliff on the other
side of the road.



We watched as her timbers
were hoisted in place, her
keelson laid and bolted down,
and the huge bulge-damps
bolted around her inside. Next.
ber timbers were 'dubbed' off
and the planking steamed and
bent around her bow and
transom. Soon ber deck-beams
were fitted and her decking in
place.

Even the sound of the caulking
was exciting to us, the staccato
rbythm of a dozen
caulking-irons being hit was
like a drummer gone mad.
Lastly, the Bessie Marie was
sheathed with green-heart and
oopper paint was put on her
bottom below her waterline.
The&ss~ Marie was going to
the seal bunt in the spring. It
was almost too much
excitement to take in just one
spring and still make a pretence
of attending scbool.

At last, the launching day came,
June 14, 1929. We were there
bright and early just in case we
might miss some activity.
When we finally clambered on
deck to be launched in the new
schooner, my stomach was
telling me that I bad forgotten
to eat lunch. Ma was there to
belp Poppa stretch a rope from
the windlass back to the cabin
so that everyone could hang on
wben sbe rolled upon hitting the
water. Uncle Fred (Eleazer's
second son and helmsman of
the S.S. Florial at one time]
bad rigged another full coil of
heavy rope to prevent the
Bessie Marie from going all the
way across the cove.

I remember staying away from
her taffrail because the water of
the cove was so far down after
the scaffolding bad been

removed. I was always afraid
of beights and far more afraid
my buddies would find out.

Finally, all was ready, and the
tide bad come all the way up.
Uncle Ned and Jimmy Fleming
stood ready to knock out the
'trips' that would send the
Bessie Marie on her way when
Poppa gave tbe order. It was a
moment of intense excitement
as the great schooner started,
ever so gently, on her way to
tbe ocean. As sbe gained speed,
her deck seemed to come alive.

Even th~ ~vu .. u of the
caulking was exciting
to us, the staccato
rhythm of a dozen
caulking-irons being hit
was like a drummer
gone mad. Lastly, the
BeSSie Marre was
sheathed with green­
heart and copper paint
was put on her bottom
below her waterline.
The BeSSie Marie was
going to the seal hunt
in the spring.

We beld our breath as ber
taffrail started to dip, down,
down, way down, until the
water of the cove boiled around
ber stem. lben sbe lifted
herself up, slid clear of the
aadle and went shooting
toward the eastern end of Mills
Cove.

Uncle Fred checked ber
progress, buttbe rope actually
smoked as it ran around the big
grump on tbe wbarf. lbe
Bessie Marie roBed gently to
starboard, rigbted berself, and
just as gently rocked to port,
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just like a great lady bowing
before the King and bis court.
We talked of nothing else for
days, and we were the envy of
the few wbo bad missed the
launching.

After her three masts were in
place, Captain Billy Pippy came
from Twillingate with a aew 10
rig and put the sails on the new
schooner. Among his crew
were: Levi Fifield, Bill and
Martin Young, Jack Rodgers,
Jim (later Captain Jim) Gilbert
and George Burton, who
installed ber fIrst engine. It was
Captain lim Gillett, who, with a
crew of sealers from the
1WiUingate area, brought in
three loads of seaJs in the spring
of 1946.

lbe&ss~Mar~had a long
and usefuillfe in the coastal
trade. Captain Billy Roberts
skippered ber for 14 years, Saul
White was in charge for her
first trip to the icefields, and
Thomas Cook was her rook for
many years. Her first engine
was soon upgraded, and a
radio-telepbone installed. Her
mizzen was removed and her
bowsprit taken out in 1942, but
still sbe continued to ply the
North Atlantic around
Newfoundland and Eastern
Canada. George Burton, who
bad installed her fJtSl engine,
stayed on as her chief engineer
for most of her years.

No longer economical to keep
in running order, the Bessie
Mar~ was beached in 1962.
Sbe was not only the last of the
three-masted schooners in
Newfoundland, but may also
have been the last in all of
Canada. lbe era of sailing
sbips bad passed into bistory.
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Back "ctlon

Wild West Diary

BLOOMS OF THE
NORTH

by Henrik Deichmann

For the last decade, Henrik
Deichmann has been a
resource management
advisor for the Canadian
Parks Service in
Newfoundland, first at
Terra Nova and, for the last
number ofyears, at Gros
Marne. Hank had been
writinga~

COuntrymgn column for the
Corner Brook Western Star
but the paper recently c~t

back its regular columniSts.
With the column's status
uncertain but Hank's pen
as active as ever, we're
happy to reprint a~ edite4
version ofone ofhIS earlier
columns. This is an
introduction to what we
hope will be a regular back
section feature from the
west coast This article first
appeared in the~
SIilu\.ugust 17, 1991)

*
You can leam a lot from the
scientific names that are given
to wildflowers. Some indicate
the shape of the flowers or
leaves, while others show
where they grow. Finding the
Latin americana in the species
name is a good indication the
plant is found largely on the
North American continent.
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This gives us a sense of a
plant's worldwide distribution.

While some plants are found
well beyond their original
regional location, such as two
of our wild chenies--pin cherry,
Prunus pennsy/vanica, and
ebokecherry, Prunus
virginiana--others have a more
limited distribution, including
many found largely in eastern
Canada. These 'blooms of the
north" often contain the Latin
species name canadensis ("of
Canada') or borealis ('of the
north wind"). That indicates
their far northern distribution.

Plants with canadensis in their
name are very widespread in
Newfoundland. They include
two woodland wildflowers
everyone knows -- the
bunchberry or crackerberry,
Cornus canadensis, and the
wild-lily-of-the-valley.
Mainanthemum canadensis -­
and the common bush with its
white flowers now very evident,
Amelanchier canadensis, which
you may know as juneberry,
serviceberry, chucldey pear,
Indian pear, shadbush or sarvis.

Equally common are the
groundhugging yew, Taxus
canadensis, Canada goldenrod,
Solidago canadensis, and
Canadian burnet or bottlebrush,
Sanquisorbo canadensis (see
photo page 19).

Rather less common, but
equally widespread, are the

wild wood anenome, Anenome
canadensis, red elderberry,
Sambucus canadensis, wild
lettuce, Lactuca canadensis,
and an escape from gardens, the
wild columbine, Aqui/egia
canadensis. Restricted to the
west coast are the wild leek,
Allium canadensis, horse balm,
Collinsonia canadensis, Canada
lily, Lilium canadensis, and
buffaloberry or soapberry,
Shepherdia canadensis.

That's quite a few plants with
national overtones, but there are
also a number that don't
express their patriotism so
blatantly in their species names.
Trientalis borealis is the Latin
name for the white-blossomed
primrose with the starlike
flowers known as the
starflower. Unlike its close
relatives, it lives in cool, shady
woods--our other two species
are pale pink or mauve and
prefer open locations on
seashores or mountains.
Primula (the Latin for
primrose) refers to the family's
habit of being the first to bloom.
Northern dwarf blueberry,
Vacciniwn boreale, is another
plant with a boreal distribution.

Borealis is also the second part
of the name for another
widespread woodland plant,
twinflower, Linnaea borealis,
named in honour of a Swedish
botanist who invented the
present system of Latin
scientific names. When just
four years old, he asked his



clergyman father about the
flowers around lake Mockelu
where the family had gone for a
picnic. His interest became an
obsession and be even named
himself Carl Linnaeus because
Lalin was the language of
learning. His work became the
basis for the two-part system of
naming lifeforms thaI has so
greatly simplified the work of
natwalists and scientists.

1\vo other plants thaI Linnaeus
himself named indicate the
northern element of their
distnbution. Amountain
buttercup, RanuncuJus glacialis,
and an alpine veleb, Astralagus
alpinus, plainly show where
they're found, and so do some
other plants with northern
names, like those with
groenlandicum ("of
Greenland") and Iapponicum
("of Lapland") in their names.
Examples are goldthread,
Cop/is groenlandica, Labrador
tea, Ledum groenlandicum, and
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Lapland rosebay,
Rhododendrum lapponicum.
There's even an orchid with
nivea, which means ·of the
snow·, in its name.

Uonaeus was a keen observer
of plantlife and a writer of some
skill, as his explanation for
naming a liny bog orchid
shows. "As I contemplaled il I
could nol help thinking of
Andromeda as described by the
poets~ and the more I meditated
upon their descriptions, the
more applicable they seemed 10

the linle plant ....fixed on some
liltle lurfy hillock in the midst
of the swamps, as Andromeda
herself was chained to a rock in
the sea, which bathed her fee~

as the fresh water does the roots
of this plant. Dragons and
venomous serpents surrounded
her, as toads and other reptiles
frequent the abode of her
vegetable prototype." The same
plant grows this side of the
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Atlanlic as bog andromeda,
Andromeda glaucophylla.

Some other northern plants
have Latin names thaI show
they maintain a low profile in
their harsh envuanmenL They
include trailing arbutus,
Epigaea repens, and white
clover, Trifolium repens,
wintergreen or teaberry,
GaultMria procumbens, trailing
juniper, Juniperus horizon/a/is,
and even bakeapple, Rubus
chamaemorus, which translates
as "aeeping on the earth.. , You
can 'I gel closer 10 the ground
than that. It also goes 10 show
that botanists are, above aU else,
observers of nature more at
home outdoors than in front of.
cabinet of pressed flowers.

Tha~ too, is a legacy of Carl
Linnaeus.

Memorial University
Botanical Garden

• IIO.ere botanical garden and Dllture

Come see (he butterflies, wildflowaa,

birds.ndDliturelrails.

Mount Scio Road.

Open Wedneodays to Sunday
Telephone 737-8590

Admission free.
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Terra Nova National Park
First Annual Spring Migration Bird Count

by Greg Stroud

The results of the fust annual
spring migration bird count are
in, and the total number of
species seen was 81 with a
grand total of 4617 birds in all.
A total of 50 counters took part,
35 in the field and 15 at feeders,
and many stayed for the
evening tally time.

Some of the more unusual
sightinga were: two Common
Goldeneyes seen by Greg
Bradley in the Eastport area and
one noted off Salvage by Art
Heffern; a Willet seen by Ralph
Genge at Stomach Pond; an
Olive-sided flycatcher seen at
Fust Gull Pond by Ralph Genge
and Mel Parsons; a flock of 10
Cedar Waxwinga seen by Greg
andKirnS~oodMongtheTh=

Nova River, a Red-eyed Vlteo

heard singing in the
Concessions area by Roger
BurroWS; a Bay-breasted
Warbler seen and heard by
Roger Burrows along the Sandy
Point trail; and a Grasshopper
Sparrow viewed by Gaileen
Marsh in the Salvage area_
Also noteworthy were a
Semipalmated Sandpiper, two
Least Sandpipers, a Three-toed
Woodpecker, two Red-breasted
Nuthatches, a Solitary Vireo,
two Cbipping Sparrows, four
Common Redpolls, and foor
American Goldfinches.

Several nests were also found
aD count day, including a Bald
Eagle nest with one eaglet on
Newman Sound, an Osprey nest
in CllI's Harbour, a Spotted
Sandpiper nest with four eggs
along the Newman Sound
coastal trail, a Tree Swallow
nest along Big Brook trail. an

American Redstart nest in
Glovertown North, and a Pine
Siskin nest with six eggs in
Glovertown. Missed on count
day, but present during count
week, were Green-winged Teal,
Northern Shoveler and
Northern Harrier at Newman
Sound, two White-romped
Sandpipers at Beachy Pond, and
two White-aowned Sparrows
at Burnside.

The success of this count, and
the fact that it was on the
weekend when working
residents can take part, makes it
likely thai the park's Christmas
Bird Counts will also be held on
the weekend.

The park would like to thank all
the participants and hopes to
see everyone again, same time,
same place, next year.

Beaton Sheppard
Associates Limited
Architects
P.O. Bo. 6023 • 7 Plank Rood
St John's • Nfld • Canada
Ale 5X8 • Tel. (709) 753-7132

• Fax. (709) 753-6469

BEATON SHEWARD, MRAlC.
CARL YETMAN, MRAJC-
RON FOUGERE, MRAlC­
CHRIS SAMSON
11IEllESA FOWUR
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Atlatl ofNewfoundland and Labrador

A unique and beautifully
detailed record of the
development ofCanada's
tenth province, this first
atlas of Newfoundland
and Labrador traces the
relationship between the
geography of the pro­
vince and its people.
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The New Adventures of Anthony Murphy

by J.Charles Callanan "There are four of them. The yacht. It contained three RCMP
three guys that fell inlO our trap officers and Anthony Murphy.

Treasures From the and some other guy." Uncle Ted had made radio

Past "You stay here, Uncle Ted, and
contact. Anthony had met the

keep working on the radio. Try
RCMP as they approached.

Chapter Five
and get the RCMP," said The two men struggling in the
Anthony. "We will go out there water were quickly hauled into

The Manuscripts and try and hold them off". the RCMP boat and placed in

Junkfood and Terry moved out
handcuffs.

Our Story:
Anthony and ]un/ifood the door and on 10 the deck "We've been looking for these

travel with their friend where they were immediately guys for a long time, II said

Terry to St Bede's Island to seen by the four men. Anthony Inspector Greene of the RCMP,

free Terry's Uncle Tedfrom raced toward the back of the ·We were put on the alert by the

his captors. Uncle Ted has yacht. He leaped over the side FBI some time ago.·

knowledge ofsome ancient and seemed to disappear inlO
Later the boys and Uncle Ted

manuscripts that are hidden the sea. He landed on his feel

on the island. in a aouch in the zodiac. In an were auising along the Trans

The boys set Uncle Ted free instant he freed the small craft Canada Highway near Gander

only to be pursued by from the yach~ started its in Junkfood's old jalopy.

guards ofa powerful gang- outboard motor and went racing "Now that the excitement is
land boss called "The off towards shore. over, Uncle Ted, II said Anthony,
Professor". Bound together The Professor's startled "maybe you can tell us about
by a rope they race down henchmen turned their attention the old manuscript".
the beach in an attempt to away from the boys for just a "Actually", replied Uncle Ted,
escape from the guards.
Freeing themselves, the

split second. It was nOl much "I gave it to old Monsignor

boys find their canoe and
time but it was enougb. Foley for safekeeping. He is in
Junkfood and Terry hit two of an old age home where nobodyescape through the fog to them with a flying tackle would think 10 look for it. It'sboard The Professor's sending them over the side and in Latin and is very old. Weyacht Anthany struggles

with the Professor as the
inlO the foamy sea. think that it was written by an

Professor's men reach the The two remaining men got Irish monk around the time of

yacht in their zodiac. Now ready for the attack. At that 5t. Brendan the Navigator. It

read on as our story moment Junkfood grabbed a could provide proof that there

concludes. bucket of caplin and hurled it were Europeans here before the

*
over the deck in front of the Vikings."

approaching men. The result Their old car passed a slow
Inside the cabin of the yacht was pure chaos. The two men moving pick-up, and the

Anthony, Junkfood Jenkins, went head over heels as Terry evening sun sank below the
Terry and Terry's Unde Ted and Junkfood threw life trees as Anthony wondered
huddled around the prone form preservers over their heads and what adventures lay ahead for
of the Professor. shoulders, rendering them him and for his friends.

immobile.
Junkfood shot a fast glance out

Within minutes an RCMP speed The Endthe cabin window.
boat pulled up to the side of the
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EARTH WATCH
The world in action or world inaction!

by Roger BulTOWS

Reading and hearing about the
Earth Summit just completed in
Rio brought back memories of
the pre-Summit conference in
Vancouver. Held in March,
1992, GLOBE '92 was touted
by government and big business
as the meeting that would set
the agenda for changing the
world for the better. It dido'l,
and basically for the same basic
reason the RIO conference will
fail: the developed world, or
"the north" as it bas been called,
will nol relinquish any control
over decision-making or
fInancial matlers to the Third
World nations, or "the south" as
they refer to themselves. Until
this situation changes, either by
public will in the north or by
revolution in the south, these
big-budget conferences will
continue to be a holiday for the
powerful and aflluent and a
prison for the disenfranchised
and poor.

Why is this of concern to us
living in what the federal
government is quick to trumpet
in its 125th birthday ads as the
"best place to live in the
world"? - Because there's a
very disquieting parallel
between the world stage and the
Canadian scene, especially
where Newfoundland is
concerned. Like the developing
nations, our province has an
abundance of natural wealth in
teons of renewable and
noo-renewable resources,
people and natural environment.
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Yet we don't benefIt because
control is largely in the hands of
those who make the decisions
in Ottawa. Uke the nations of
"the south", we see our
resources depleted to maintain
the aflluentlifestyles of those
who decide our fate.

EARTHWATCH. a new
feature. will appear In all
future Issues oj Decks
Awash EnVIronmental
Issues will be discussed
and readers opinions are
welcomed as part of the
diSCUSSion

Is this a "free society" or is it an
exploited society like those of
the Third World? Unless we
take charge of our own lives
very quickly, we have nothing
to look forward to but a life of
dependency and frustration.
This year, it's our fishennen
who will suffer the
oonsequences--who knows
which resource will be taken
from us next year? The peoples
of the First Nations saw what
was happening three years ago.

The experience I had at
GLOBE '92 was largely
responsible for my decision to
go it alone, both as the owner of
this magazine and as an
environmentalist. Talk is
cheap, and rve heard too much
of il, and talk is an excuse for
inaction. What the world needs
more than anything else is

action, and it needs it now.
Newfoundlanders can set the
tone for the rest of Canada by
putting their foot down hard on
projects that exploit their need
for economic benefits while
sacrifIcing their quality of life.
Let's start by saying a loud and
emphatic NO to the incinerator
project in Long Harbour--if it's
not suitable for residents of
New York, it's even less
suitable for us!

What's more, it's about time we
stopped settling for second best
and started demanding a fair
shake of the dice, or we'll be
leaving our children a legacy of
despair and disenchantment.
What kind of message are our
federal and provincial
governments giving to the
youth of this province by
offering them 10 weeks of work
for 30 hours a week at
minimum wage? Is that what
our children have to look
forward to for the rest of their
lives? Let's say NO WAY!

This all started off with
reference to GWBE '92, a
oonference that showcased all
that's wrong with leadership in
the developed world. I'll close
with a shortened version of a
report I wrote for publication in
the most recent issue of ACf
TOO, the newsletter of the
Newfoundland & Labrador
Environmental Network.
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