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editor's page
This has been an interesting last
month, to say the least. How
things will turn out I don '{
know, but I do know I'll be able
to spend more time with the
magazine now.

In the last issue I promised
readers a leaner, cleaner
magazine with a return to its
roots, as several long-time
subscribers have requested. This
issue carries that commitment
one step closer to completion.
While several of our back
section columnists have
departed, there are plans to

replace them starting in October,
which represents the start of a
new publishing year in all but
volume number.

This issue marks the end of a
one·year subscription to a high
proportion of our readers,
although many others showed
their rail.h in the magazine and
have a year or more of issues
still to come. A bandy renewal
insert is enclosed, and it can also
be used by first-time subscribers
or as a means of ensuring a gift
subscription. Our rates remain
the same, GSf and all, and so
does our mailing address, but
our tt:lepbone number has
changed. Full details are
contained on this page.

In this issue, you'll find a
special section on the Green Bay
area from Nipper's Harbour to
Shoe Cove, including short
historical sketches of the various
communities and mines,
together ""iib reminiscences of
present-day and fanner
residents. Our regular back
section features, Wild West

Ways and Earthwatcb, are
included, and there is the first of
another regular feature, Book
Reviews.

Next month, we'll be visiting an
area on the island's west coast
and talking to someone there
who made the headlines
recently. We'll also profile
someone who will be an integral
part of Decks Awash from now
on, and publish at least one
guest column on the state of (be
fishery. Later in the year, we'll
profile pari of Placentia Bay tbat
was missed in previous issues.
In the New Year, I can promise a
few surprises that wilt give
Decks Awash a wider appeal
without sacrificing the
commitment to regional
coverage. We're extending our
boundaries for two special
issues· but more of that in the
next issue.
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letters

The Bessie Marie

apology
Every now and again, an error slips by the proofreader of any
magazine. Because I'm both the editor and proofreader at the
moment I take full responsibility for one that occurred in the last
issue. Readers probably wondered why anyone would build a
round boat, as the Bessie Marie's dimensions appeared to indicate
bad happened. No one did - Gus Rideout's manuscript contained
the correct measurements, which were 108.6 feet in length, 26.4
feet wide and 10.6 feet deep. My apologies to Gus and to anyone
else with fond memories of the Bessie Marie.

I am enclosing a cheque to the
amount of $18.00. Please renew
my subscription to Decks
Awash magazine for another
year. I would not want to miss
one issue of your magazine
hecause I really enjoy it. Keep
up the good work.

Mrs. Gerald QUI~lo"

Red Cliffe V
Bonavista Bay
Newfoundland

lose their sense of humour and
their love for mankind. You can
travel the world over and there
is no place like the island of
Newfoundland. God bless and
guard thee Newfoundland. I can
still hear my brother, Robert
Seymour, singing that song.

I want to thank each of you and
may God hless you.

Tom & Gertrude Woods
282S-22nd Street
Columbus, Indiana 47201

So please keep printing Decks
Awash as we discover new
towns and places. My father,
Arthur Seymour. was a
fisherman in his early years and
later worked for the
Newfoundland Government. As
a child I would love to listen to
my father and uncle Pad
Whalen, Jim Jewer, and aunt
Rosanna Smith tell stories of
days gone by. Reading Decks
Awash briogs back these days
and I pray that the
Newfoundland people never

Please keep up the good printing
and photos and other
information that you produce in
your Decks Awash. Thanks to
some good friends, Mr. & Mrs.
Fred Smith of Spaniard's Bay,
who were kind enough a few
years ago to send us OUf fIrst
subscription. We thank God for
people like these. We still
receive the magazine and read
every word with great pleasure.
We hope you will always
produce [Decks AwashJ.
We do love to read about the
small towns and places we have
visited with our good friends
from South River, Me & Mrs.
Isaac Wilson. Every summer we
visit new places and enjoy the
great heauty and scenery. Many
years ago] was born in
Spaniard's Bay, [and] I married
a wonderful man, Thomas
Woods, who was born in
America (Indiana). He is more
of a Newfie than most of the
people living here. We love the
island and count the days from
year to year as we return for
July and August as we are now
retired.
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history
Nippers Harbour

Very little has been written
about the small community of
Nippers Harbour at the end of
the longest gravel road on the
upper part of the peninsula. The
name may have originated from
the Newfoundland name for
mosquito, could have been a
corruption of an eartier French
or Basque name, or, as seems
most likely, may have
originated from the harbour's
plier shape. The community
was divided into Nipper
Harbour and Cod Cove. The
largest of seven small inshore
islands, Seal Island, had a
lighthouse until 1949.

According to Tom Philhrook, it
was likely first settled hy the
Honor and Spencer families
from England in the 18205.
However, there are earlier
references. Three of the first
families mentioned in official
records 3rc the Nobles, Powers
and Rideouts. John Noble, from
Bristol, purchased the Eales
plantation in St. John's in 1780
and operated a salmon fishery
at Nipper'S Harhour hy 1804.
The first Power families arrived
in Newfoundland from
Waterford in the mid-17ODs. By
1803, John Power had heen
given permission to build a fish
Oake and stage at Nipper's
Harbour, and Thomas Power
was appointed to protect the
hirds of Penguin Island in 1810.
William Rideout was a planter
at Fogo by 1792, and Richard
Rideout operated a salmon
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fisbery at Nipper's Harbour in
1804.

Other families may bave arrived
soon afterwoods. A John
Starkes from Hampshire was
married in northern
Newfoundland in 1812, and
family tradition states that
Thomas Starkes from
Fordinghridge, Hampshire,
settled at Nipper's Harbour in
1819. Another suggestion is that
William Starkes moved to
Nipper's Harbour from
Yorkshire. George Starks was
certainly a resident in 1850.

The main period of settlement
was in the 18405. William
Andrews was listed at Nipper's
Harbour in 1847, but there were
records of Andrews families
owning land in Port de Grave
and Harbour Grace as early as

A typical array of smoked herring.
Mannie Buchheit photo

the 17605. The family then
dispersed to many parts of
eastern Newfoundland. The first
Bowers families were in St.
John's and Harbour Grace in
the late 17oos, but John Bower
was listed as a resident of
Nipper's Harbour as early as
1844 and William Bowers was
at Indian Burying Place the next
year.

The Giles family arrived in
Newfoundland in the late
1700s, and may well have
settled in Green Bay as a result
of the seal fishery operating out
of Bay Roberts. Isaac Giles was
listed for Indian Burying Place
in 1843, and Solomon Giles
was at Nipper's Harbour in
1850 and at Rogues Harbour in
1854. The King family were
residents of several Avalon
Peninsula communities by the
16705, and had reached Fogo by
1823. The first local mention
was of James King at Nipper's
Harbour in 1845. Charles
Langdon was a Twillingate
planter in 1820, and probahly
the John Langdown listed for
Nipper's Harbour in 1842.

The family name of Prole
comes from the Devon town of
Prawle. James Prole was a
resident of Indian Burying
Place by 1843. Family tradition
states that the Randell family
from England settled at
lWilIingate about 1839, with
some of the family moving to
White Bay later. Samuel



Randell was cerlainly living in
Nipper's Harbour in 1842. The
Whites flfSt arrived in
Newfoundland around 1676,
with William White settled at
Conche in 1787, but the first
local mention is not until 1844
when James White was listed ~s
a resident of Indian Burying
Place.

The old Anglican church

The Anglican Cburch arrived
first but did not have a resident
priest, so the Methodists became
larger. Both the Anglican
Church. with its first church
reputedly built in the 184Os, and
the United a.urch had schools.
Gerald Giles indicated that the
first a.urch of England school
was built before 1890 and lasted
until 1937 when a new school
was built for 36 students. The
first Methodist sehool also
existed before 1890, and a new
two-room school was built in
1932. An aroalgamated sehool
was built in 1968. The first
United church burned down
although there is a picture of it
in the new church built in the
1940s. The Pentecostal
Assembly built a small, new
church in 1991.

The 1883 log of the HMS Foam
reported there were nine
schooners and 90 small boats in
the joint oommunity of 250
residents, but the fishery was
just fair. Clergymen visited from
other communities and there
were two special constables, but
the community lacked a
magistrate, doctor, telegraph

office and custom house.

Waterman & Company had
agents in S1. John's and were
active in Nipper's Harbour until
1891, and Slades, another West
Country firm, bad been present
earlier. Watermans was one of
only two general dealers on the
Baie Velte Peninsula. Two S1.
John's finns took over its assets
in the 1890s and early 1900s but
eventually sold out to local
interests. Of four fish busines­
ses, all but the Fishermen's
Union Trading Company were
locally owned. By 1904, the
community had 250 residents
and a hotel. Cod, turbot and
salmon were obtained from
local fishermen and from
neighboring settlements, and
both salmon and seal were

Decks Awash

canned in the late 1920s. There
was also a fox farm in the 19205
and several mink farms in the
1940s.

Nipper's Harbour has always
been a fishing community and
families moved in from
elsewhere later. The population
rose from 192 in 1891 to 288 in
1911 and 294 in 1921, largely
from activities of the fishery, but
also as a result of several mining
operations close by. Gas engines
were inlroduced to the fishery in
the 1920s, followed by
deepwater trawls in 1929. The
first to use them to catcb turbot
were lames and Obadiah Honor.
Their success encouraged other
fishermen to do the same. The
local merchant at that time was
U. Noble. and his business
continues in new bands. Nobles
were the merchants for years,
and Eaton & Goodridge, too.

Mine closures and several
fishery failures caused the
population to fall to 283 in
1935, 257 in 1945 and 236 in
1961. With the reopening of the
Baie Verte mines. it had
increased to 270 by 1966. The
community had both a public
wharf and a wharf for the bait
depot, and residents started a
community improvement fund
in the early 1950., although
there were no roads until the late
1960s. Many people constructed
reservoirs by building dams
across small streams. Several
fishermen worked in the woods
when they weren't fishing. but
there was just one sawmill listed
in 1952. Hydro developments
were recommended for the
community in the late 1950s,
and there was some mining for
building stones. The community
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Ntw!alJildlt,wiDireptory
reported SO miners.

There were.40 yeaHoWld
resldeJ1ts aHis ~k. OI<!waa
exported 10 1.812, WIlli.
min.Was inactive forl!Je:
ne,"~n 'eaI$ until anew
company lOC?k It over. It was
being opmte'fb, II $1.
1o)ul's CQlltpan, knOWn ..
tboNwe Dame Mining
Qlm lI/l bll902.

employees. A total of 32
fishermen in eight longliners
and 27 fishermen in 22 small
boats supplied fish to the La
Scie NatSea plant in 1983.

The harbor and bay are frozen
from January to April when the
seals move in. Although the
season started in June and often
continued until the end of
November, most fish were
landed in 1uly and August, the
time of good weather. There was
talk in the early 19805 of a
feeder plant with 30 or 40

Fishennen still used small, open
boats in the 19605.

The wharf at Nipper's Harbour after the cod moratorium

was served by the SS Springdale
and MY Nonia.

The average cod catch was
3,000 quintals in the 1950s. The
47 fishermen in 19 crews fished
mostly trawls, salmon nets and
herring nets, but also owned 15
cod traps. They landed 3,518
quintals in 1950, and two years
later, when the population was
275, the catch was 2,100
quintals of cod, 40,374 lbs. of
salmon, 4,000 Jbs. of halibut and
150 seals. The community was
the supply and fish buying
centre for the area and had the
only bait depot, which opened in
1950 and closed in 1978. 1n
1953.63,000 lbs. of cod and
260,000 lbs. of turbot were
exported from the community.
The bait depot handled 147,000
lbs. in 1956, shipping 52,000
Ibs. to other ports on the MY
Antarctica. The number of
fishermen dropped from 54 in
1951 and 57 in 1954 to 35 in
1959. Average annual landings
in the 1956-59 period were
1,741,000 lbs. of cod.

Ascene that could well have been taken at Nipper's Harbour in the heyday
01 the salt fish trade
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ingPlace··(Groulld)
Qf.. OldeH~!ll~fer(l). ~t~$().
twas m:ilSIlaae die..., which is anoIher

jlO!lJiNe~WtiM()f1he

1lllIne.One :s<nltce menlioned
O<>.'UpaliOll from !be lale lllQO$

Betts Cove
In the settlement"s earliest days,
censuses listed it as Betty's
Cove with 10 residents in 1845
census, and as HeWs Cove with
six in 1857. Cod fishing was the
only occupation until copper
was discovered. This mining
community was occupied from
1870 to 1900, but the mine was
started by Robert Knight in
1865, and operated by the
Burton's Pond Mine Company.
Baron Francis von Ellershausen
took over the claim in 1873 and
began mining in the spring of
1875. The population peaked at
2,000 in 1878, wben
Ellershausen sold out to the
Consolidated Copper Mining
Company.

The Betts Cove Mining
Company began drilling and
built several houses, and its
copper mine began production
in 1875. The En"Yclopedia of
NewfoWldland and Labrador
carries detailed infonnation on
the mine. The article suggests
that the publicity offered by the
Newfoundland government led
to a copper boom and the
opening of several mines in the
Baie Verte area, including the
Betts Cove mine. Moses
Harvey described the Betts
Cove mine in 1879:

Before making the descent we
were clad in miner's suits, and
had each a lighted candle

placed in our hands. The
descent is easy for the first fifty
or sixty feel, being down an
inclined shaft, having a
stairway with a moderate
declivity. Then came a further
descent, by almost
perpendicular ladders, into the
gloom and we had reached the
[lrst ·level·.... wefoWld
ourselves at the bottom ofa vast
chamber, which had been
formed by the removal ofthe
copper ore.

Working conditions were
difficult and everything was
done by hand, although there
were iron tramways on the
lower levels to transport copper
ore to the outcast shaft. The
company operating the mine
built a jigging mill, where dust
and smaller ore fragments were
washed and sorted, and then
smelted to produce copper. The
company also had a foundry
and machine shop. Miners were
paid $2.00 to $2.50 a day, while
laborers earned $1.20 a day, and
they were housed by the
company in relative comfort.

The Betls Cove Mining
Company employed as many as
1,500 miners, including men
from California, Australia and
Cornwall, England, in the late
18705. About half of its total
output of copper-bearing ore
and pyrites was produced in the

first three years of operation,
and the copper yield was a
relatively bigh 10%. The mine's
owners shipped 95,000 tons of
copper in the 18705, and there
were as many as 2,000 workers
in the peak period of
production. The influx of
miners brought a shortlived
boom in farming in the Notre
Dame Bay area.

The community had three
churches, two schools, a
hospital, telegraph office,
foundry and smelter and several
stores. By 1884, the population
was up to 318, but the mining
stopped a year later with a cave
in and a fall in the price of
copper. The mine had shipped a
total of 130,682 tons of
hand-picked copper ore and
2,450 tons of pyrites from 1875
to 1885. Consolidated Copper
Mining overworked the mine
whicb collapsed in 1887. It was
passed to Edgar Bowring and
William Knight in May 1895,
but there is no evidence it was
ever worked again. The same
was true for the nearby Mount
Misery mine bought by A.W.
Knight in June 1915. There
were other inactive copper
mines west of Nipper's Harbour
at Rogues Harbour, which was
sold to Elizabeth J. Browning
and others in June 1895, and
Stocking Harbour, purchased by
R.O. Rendell in July 1904.
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By 1901, the population was
back down 10 13. '!\yo later
attempts to reactivate the mine
in the 19005 were unsuccessful,
although J.L Fearing reported
in 1930 that tbe BeltS Cove
mine contained a considerable

amount of zinc in its tailings and
was probably one of the betler
mines in Newfoundland in terms
of prospects. It was purchased
by MJ. Bowlen in 1955, along
with other mines in the Green
Bay area.

The BBC filmed part of "The
Making of a Continent" in Betts
Cove. In April 1990, pieces of
the land were given to
shareholders as dividends by
Bitech Corporation's president
James Wade.

Round Harbour

A peaceful scene at Round HarbolX-the day everyone was at Tilt Cove

school students were bused to
La Scie.

Round Harbour, not to be
confused with Harbour Round
on White Bay, was settled in the
mid 18fXls. The community lies
at the bottom of a very
precipitous bill that appears
almost without warning. Its
isolation may explain why it
was not mentioned until the
early 1900s, butlbe settlement
was in existence by the 1840s.
Family tradition states that three
Rowsell brothers of Huguenot
ancestry arrived in
Newfoundland from Poole or
Bristol in the early 1700s. One
brother settled in Notre Dame
Bay. George Rowsell was a
planter at Fogo by 1792, and
John Rowsell was at Round
Harbour by 1847, lbe same year
William Ridout was listed as a
resident. John Tilly was listed as
a Round Harbour resident in
1857.

There were cod and salmon
fisheries, but landings were
small and most trade was carried
on at Nipper's Harbour. Some
copper was found in the area,
but the ore was lowgrade and
not mined. The community'S
O1urch of England church was
built in the 18805, and the fU'Sl
Church of England school was
built in 1909 when it had 18
students. It closed in 1947, when
a new school for 2S students
was completed. In 1969, high
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Fishing was the only major
occupation in the community,
although there was one sawmill
and a talc mine at Red ClifT
Pond. The number of fishermen
dropped from 37 in 1951 to 25
in 1959. The local wharf was
owned by John Adams but the
cod oil plant was not being used
in 1952. Adams & Co. Ltd., J.L
Noble of Nippers Harbour and
the Fishermen's Union Trading
Co. of Nippers Harbour boughl
fish. The 1952 population was
114, and 32 fishermen landed
2,000 quintals, 20,000 pounds of
salmon and some seals. The
local buyer also bougbt fISh
from Shoe Cove and Tilt Cove
fishermen. Average annual

~~
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landings in the 1956-59 period
were 400,000 Ibs. of coo. A total
of 13 fishermen in six small
boats supplied the NalSea plant
in 1983.

The Outer Room at Round
Harbour is accessible only by boat

Decks Awash

Snook'sArm
Snook's Arm was probably
named for an early resident,
although there is no mention of
such a family Jiving in the
settlement. Seary lists James and
William Foss as residents by
1871, and William Wimbleton
was listed for Snook's Arm in
1874. The community was best
known for its whaling activities,
and there was certainly a
whaling factory around 1891.
Peter Laraey's paper indicates
that whales appeared in the

White Bay area in July and
August, mainly pilot whales
inshore and fin whales offshore,
and remained off the Northern
PeninsuJa well into October.
Most crewmen were
Norwegians--the Cabot had just
two Newfoundlanders on board.

The Cabot Whaling Company,
owned by A.W. Harvey and
Adolphe Neilson, began
operations at Snook's Ann in
1902 with another station at

Beaverton in Notre Dame Bay.
Neilson, its first manager,
became Newfoundland's first
head of the fisheries department
in 1896. The Snook's Arm
whaling station operated until
1905 and then closed for good.
The Beaverton operation lasted
another year before closing, and
was reactivated for a while in
the 19305. The fishery was
second to the sealing industry in
terms of importance and peaked
every 10 years or so, although
fin whales were the only major
species in the 1940s.

The Methodists built a cburch
before 1911 and used it as a
school and chapel until a new
school was built in 1947. Mrs.
George Tilly of Round Harbour
had 15 students at thai time. A
new United Church school was
opened in 1959. The number of
fishennen in the United Gurch
community remained steady
with 25 in 1951 and 23 in 1959.
Average annual landings in the
1956-59 period were 178,000
Ibs. One longliner with five
fishermen and 11 small boats
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with 18 fishermen supplied fish
10 the La Scie NalSea plant in
1983.

Hydro developments at Venon's
Bigbl and Snook's Ann were
developed by 1960 10 produce
850 b.p. and 500 b.p.,
respectively. The community
was served by the MVNonill.
Gold deposits were discovered
at Nugget Pond and near Pine
Cove, but no commercial
operation has been started
because of the bigb cosl of
extraction.

1874 census. A total of43
people w..... listcd in 1884,
Wbeil tbt !i$\lemllln caugbl
small amoonlS of cod, copelin
lind bdrlng. Children frQrtl
ninn, mainly Methodist,
families W..... attending $tJlool
!balleu. By 1911, Ibn
population was up to 62, with
WtlIoo &!bU1g, logging lUId
eWlIlIl1tng also reporte<l. Tho
BowelS, GJIils alld Bake
families were listed on a 1928

OQrtl'D\Unilie$ in
1be pur<:baseof
and Snook's Annl'ondmine
sitts by MJ. Bowlen of
Advoca\Jl Mines in 1955 <lid
not result in any produdlOll.
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Tilt Cove's houses under the shadow 01 the West Mine

Tilt Cove
William Taverner, in the 1755
British Pilol, explains that Tilt
Cove, which owes its name as
TIlton or TIlton Harbour to
Tilting Harbour on Fogo Island,
uses an old Saxon word
meaning a covering of canvas or
rough boards. This was one of
the first uses of the word in
Newfoundland. Tilt Cove was
where fish were tilted, split and
sailed. It probably remained a
seasonal settlement for another
bundred years until Alfred
Rideout arrived around 1855.
The first mention of other
families were in connection with
the Tilt Cove mine. Venon's
Bigbt was anotber small fisbing
community near lilt Cove.
There were two or three families
from 1890-1910. Beaver Cove
was setlled from the
1800s-1915. A fisbing
community next to Tilt Cove
with a peak of 50 residents, it
also bad a large sawmill. Caplin
Cove next to it was settled from
tbe mid 1800s. Abandoned
around 1940, tbere were 50
residents at one time. The
mining licences were never
worked.

A small flShing settlement in
1850, TIlt Cove became a
mining community after Isaac
Windsor is said to have
discovered copper ore when he
dug rock for his killick. C.F.
Bennett and Smith McKay took
over the site in the 18505, and
opened the mine about seven
years laler on August 9, 1864.
The mine is in a depression
surrounded by bigb cliffs. The
Tilt Cove mine's production
stimulated most of the mining
activity on the Baie Verte

Peninsula in the mid-late 1800s.
The first shipments were of 12%
copper-bearing ore, but later
shipments were less than 4%.

Tilt Cove endured similar
tragedies to other coastal
settlements in the 18005. In the
most publicized incident, the
Queen ofSwansea, a brigantine
schooner captained by John

Decks Awasb

Owns [sic), was wrecked off
Gull Island in December 1867
and all were lost There is a
monument at the Anglican
Cburcb graveyard in TUt Cove.

Dr. Felix Dowsley of SL Jobn's
was hired to go to the mine for
the winter and left St. John's on
December 5 on the Queen of
Swansea. The vessel went down
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IF BUSY CALL KELLIGREWS
834-4720 LONG POND

834-2051

LEDREW
LUMBER CO.LTD.

afield. The Vickers or Vicars
family arrived in Newfoundland
by 1681, tbe Heads bad settled
in Trinity Bay by 1800, and
family tradition states that the
first Osbourne from England
settled in Seal Cove, White Bay,
in the early 1800s. Vet the first
local reference to all three
families was to John Vickers,
Henry and James Head and John
Osborne as miners at Tilt Cove
in 1871.

More families arrived that year
amid speculation of better times
ahead. The Royal Gazette of
December 19, 1871, was typical
of the optimistic reporting:

We are glad to learn that owing
to a sudden rise in the price of
copper a new impetus is given to
our mining capitalists, which,
while it wiIllargely benefit
them, will also give employment
to a large number of
labourers....The r::iJJ:Jolkk.of
this morning states that:...News
ofa most favourable character
has recently been received from
the Union Mine, Tilt Cove,

A COMPLETE LINE OF
BUILDING MATERIALS

LUMBER, ROOFING, WINDOWS
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING

SUPPLIES, ETC.

FREE DELIVERY &
FREE ESTIMATES

The 1860s and 1870s saw Tilt
Cove established as a mining
community. Families arrived
from other parts of
Newfoundland and from farther

My Dear Margare~ I have been
out to see if there might be any
chance ofrescue, but no such
thing. I am almost mad with the
thirst. I WQuld give the world for
a drink a/water, but I shall
never get it noM'. We are all wei
and frozen. I am going Wider the
canvas to lie down and die. May
God pity me and have mercy on
mysou/.

It appears some of the people,
including Dr. Dowsley, lasted
several more days. The diary
was discovered with the corpses
the next spring by a sealing
captain named Rowsell. Another
tragedy was avoided just afler
Orristmas 1878, wben OIarHe
Coombs and Joseph Rex of

The gravel road wends its way through the hills surrounding Tilt Cove Pond

off Gull Island, just eight miles Round Harbour used wood from
from the settlement. The a shack built for fishennen by
survivors made it to the island Bennett and McKay to construct
and lit fiares, but Tilt Cove a boat which eventually got
residents thought they were the them to Tilt Cove. The boat was
Devit's work and did not stored under O:J.arlie Coombs'
investigate. Dr. Dowsley kept a flake for many years.
diary which chronicled their
desperate situation. A letter to
the doctor's wife written on
December 18, 1867, showed the
hopelessness:
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respecting the quantity and
quality of the ore there. The
discovery ofnew fields of
copper, logether with the
advanced price at home, wi/I
have the effect ofmaking
business look lively in thaI
neighbourhood.

TWo years later, the same
publication was reporting the

ore quality was even better than
expected, and as much as 600
tons a month was being sbipped.
The mining company jointly
employed a doctor witb lbe
Department of Heallb to serve
lbe Caplin Cove 10 Indian
Burying Ground area. Till Cove
was, in fact, considered a -seat
of culture- in the 1880s. The
copper market was good, lbe

community had first-class
homes, staff were educated in
Blilisb public schools and
universities, and British
warships patrolled the waters.
One of them, lbe HMS Foam,
reported on the community in
1883 wben lbe population was
350. At that time, there was a
schooner and 12 small boats and
lbe fishery was good. The local

dlc Cape Coppq Compooy
Limited. Theywere abk 10pay
oft lIle $500,000 debt~ned
by lb. l3eMeu aDd McKay aDd
IIliIl pay out S5 millloo.la
divideods dttriIIg lIle pcrIQd
1892·1~13. Cape Coppq llIctt
sold lhe mine 10 agJOUp Of
Newfouod-Iand~

/lead ed !)y
R.O. Reo dell
andJ.M.
Jackmarl,WIlo
operated it
from 1913-17.
tt WlIS llteladl:
of<ll:e~iog
v_lil
beeallSll olllle
war in Surope.
not a$ltCrlSge
of ore.lhat
closed the
mine in 1917.

The lOla!
5iiprltlllllllO

Swansea alId New Yorkwere
1,492,000 IOI\S ofore,73.000
Ions ofregulus alId 5.481 lOlls
of copper ingo4s. About 7.000
QU. of bolIt g<lId aod $!ver
were aI80 produced. Howley
reported iJl 1909lhat some 320
10IlIofeopJ>el' nicltel,
doaotbrlle aDd nickel p)'ritts,
plus smaJl quanlilies ofcobaJI
alId nickel, wetC also estraclcd
Illdshipped.

The Tilt Cove Copper Mine
C\latIes Fox BeluIcU wasbam was IaI<r lIle MHA for 'lWiIJia·
111Sllar~, D<net, iJl 1'193 pte _ Fogo from 1869 lUIul
_ m""ed to Newfouad1llld .. bit defeat ill lIle 1889 elcdio8.

a YOWIg IIIIA. He wu leleded He died OIl December 8, 1890,
by William O>rmac:.k to joIa Ilia at dlc apo{71.
expedillaft __ lIle isIalld ia
1822, bat could 001 get Some_a years aCIer beiog
perm_ion from Governor acqtIltcd by 8eDoeIl, lIle Union
lJamillOD to lab leave from bit Coppq Mille opeDcd ... 1864
position lIll I ali·
peDdlaty
maglalrale.lt was
llltely Beo· oeu'a
iotertsl io mirliog
thai had led 10 lhe
~est.ln 1821, he
~1Jshcda

distillery in lIle
west end of St.
Jl)ho's, aod he was
Ii$) iov<l!vcd iIlllle
telail trade IIld
sllipbuitdiog. He
owoedalld
operated a large
fleet of 1Ch00llelS Abandoned machinery and buildings at the West Mine

io the mid.I800s, _ loW with llafly 8,000 lollS of
V<lIlSeIs traded with SpaID, Weal roppet worth 64,000 pounds
ladies, New &glaDd, lIle _lIDg shipped. There may
Marilimes and Canada, lllIt Ilis also have been some SIllpbur
most profllable veolute was die talra1 out of the mille. BennCll
Union MiDe 111111 ONe. He _ McKay dido'\ have the
was also amajor sIweIlolder ia QPilallo develop ilto its
lIle NewfOlUldiatld 8aDk, wIIldl po1eDlial, but Bcaoeuoperated
wu incorporatcd In 1844._ die ItIiae UDliIllis dealh ill
_eral other fmancial 1883.18 1880, Beooeu's lIeinl
iJlsIilUlions. Smith McKay waa Ieaseclllle ItIiae 10 die 1111 awe
from Pictou, Nova Scotia. He MiDiJlg Compooy ill Londoo,

&g1alId. who tIlto IlUblel illO
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increased to 81 students by 1908.

telegraph office and combined
town hall and library. The
Anglican Christ the Good
Shepberd cburch was completed
in August 1873, having been
sent in pieces from
Christcburch, England. The flrSl
Churcb of England school was
built as a two-room school
before 1891. By 1901, there
were 45 students, and this

The mine did well until 1910
and was sold to J.M. Jackman

The Methodists also had a
church and school. A United
Church school operated until a
new Anglican Church school
was slarted in 1956 to replace
one that closed before 1935. It
bumed down in 1958. The
Roman Catholic church and
school were close to Castle
Rock, the church bell being
salvaged from the wreck of the
Laggan. Reverend Sbeehan
(Shene?) was the Roman
Catholic priest and the Salvation
Anny bad a new barracks built
in the 1890s.

The same article reported that
two smelting houses employed
150 men, and the wharf boss
was Caplain Sam Peach. Some
raw orc went to Little Bay for
smelting. SChooner owners
received 50 cents a ton. Three
trips a week with 100 tons a trip
produced a weekly income of
$150, quite a fortune then.

The Church of England,
Methodist, Salvation Army and
Roman Catholic residents all
bad churches, and there was a
surgery, courthouse, post office,

A view of the municipal park by lilt Cove Pond, opened by Helen Madora
Short in the mid·198Qs

Bay..../n the mine, on the sides,
top and bot/om, is one solid
mass ofcopper and itloaks as if
it would be everlasting.

The Newfoundland Colonist
reported that a visitor to Till
Cove in 1892 wrote to the
Twillinga'" Sun, suggesting that:

1iJt Cove withom question is the
leading town in Notre Dame

Iailor's sbop and P. Farrell the
shoe shop. Garrett Dalton built
several large mansions for the
merchants and mine staff.

fishermen used bulltows and
salmon nets.

The community bad a post and
telegraph office and a doctor,
but no constable, magistrate,
customs house nor clergyman.
The ship's log slates the mine
was not doing well and was
down to 15 employees, hut this
was contrary to all other reports.
The mine was sold to C. Fox
Bennett for 45,000 pounds in
July 1880, and he operated it
until 1885. Trustees of his eslate
sold his interest to the
Consolidated Mining Company
in May 1888 for $384,000. By
the following November, The
Colonist reported that the
outlook was better than ever:

D.N. Gill had a business in Tilt
Cove in 1892, the year an
English company who had built
a new mine and a smelter
subleased it to the Cape Copper
Company. By that time, Tilt
Cove had 1,004 residents. Other
stores were run by J.M.
Jackman, A.A. Delgado, Charles
Rolland and Abel Adams.
William Windsor. a mine worker
for 25 years and one of the early
settlers, also bad a store, as did
Charlie Rowland wbo bad
started his business at Beaver
Cove. J.M. MacGrath ran the

The steamer~called at
llIt Cove {where] last month the
payroll reached $30,000....A1I
the men working in the mines
are making good wages. They
are...working in gangs offrom
12 to 15 men....Buildings are
going up in many directions,
and the outlook for llIt Cove is
a healthy one....A new palice
station is being built, which is
not the least ofthe evidences of
an advanced civilization.
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Cnlb pots plied up at tile end of tile season

and R.G. Randell in 1912, wben
Till Cove bad a population of
1,600, mostly on the east side of
the harbour. Workers at the mine
were paid $2 a day, strippers
received $1.10 and young boys
breaking ore gol80 cents. The
mine manager, Mr. Williams, his
son, and two servants were
killed in an avalanche on Marcb
10, 1912. Mr. Cunningbam, Ibe
customs officer, whose house
was also buried under snow,
survived. Avalanches were not
uncommon in the settlement
wbicb is surrounded by bigh
bills. Sergeant Fennessey bad
been killed in an avalanche in
1885. The copper mine was the
largest in the Commonwealth
before il closed in 1917, and Ibe
population dropped to 90 by
1921.

By 1935, the population was
just 58, and 49 in 1945. In 1952,
it bad dropped to 40, and no
fishennen were listed for the
community. The Falconbridge
Nickel Mine Ltd. began
diamond drilling in the 19505,
and MJ. Bowlen acquired rigbts
to the copper, zinc, silver. gold,
cobalt, magnetite, pyrite and
chalcopyrite reserves. MJ.
Boylen was president of
Advocate Mines which had
mines at Tilt Cove and Gull
Pond (also known as
Gullbridge). The west mine was
pumped out and the east mine
cleaned out in 1954 to ready
them for mining. The Tilt Cove
mine was then drilled and
sampled, and an estimate of nine
million tons of 2% copper occ
was published. There were also
signs of zinc, silver, gold, pyrite
and magnetite.

In 1955, Boylen sold Ibe mine to
a joinl company formed in 1952

by Maritimes Mining
Corporation Limited and
Bathurst Mining Corporation of
New Brunswick. The two
companies merged in December
1955 and look over operation of
the mine as First Maritime
Mining Corporation Limited.
First Maritime Mining
Corporation Limited bad the use
of a 3O-1On schooner and a
20-1On passenger boat but
started a road to the site the next
year. They estimated a total of
25 million tons of ore above sea
level and 1.4 million tons
underground as of March I,
1956.

Of an estimated annual
production of 650,000 tons of
copper from a reserve of four
million tons, 467,760 tons of
copper concenlrate was shipped
to Murdockville, Quebec.
One-family bomes, a large
bunkhouse and a cookhouse
capable of feeding 300 men
were already in place by the fall.
Housing was eventually
provided for 70 families and 350
single workers. The company
employed as many as 400 men
until closing the operation in

1967. The mine provided
seasonal employment to
fisbennen from Harbour Round,
Brenrs Cove, La Scie, Shoe
Cove, Snook's Arm and
Nipper's Harbour.

In 10 years of operation Ibe
mine produced 183,597,125 lbs.
of copper ore and 42,425 OZS. of
gold. The Gull Pond mine,
discovered in 1905 and drilled
in 1918, had 2 million tons of
2% copper-bearing ore, but very
little was extracted. Windsor
Pond circles the base of Till
Cove and is partly filled in with
tailings and slag.

The mine and community were
described by F.G. Maubews in a
Western Star article in 1960:

Approaching 7iIt Cove....the
vessel pulled into a brood
quayside, near the west mine.
Then after an absence of50
years II was there for the rust
time in 1910),1 was again back
on a brief visit to the old copper
site. Tilt Cove s hoary mountain
range, the basin-shaped plateau
at the bottom, the copper tinted
W'Uldsor Pond in the centre
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[areJ all very familiar 10 an old
timer.

In Ihe pwneer tiDys ofopen pits,
shelving and adit [sicJ entrance
for hard-rock mining in
Newfoundland, lhis sorl oftown
was a s~mi-shanty settlement
with a few government and
executive personnel dwellings.
The rest ofil was made up of
clap boarrkd jerry buildings for
the lower echelons. lllt Cave,
right up 10 1917, when it
"knocked" for the last time, was
such a town.

[NowJ the easl and west mines
an producing under new
methods ofmining....The
recrea/ional amenities centre
[sicJ around the "Copper Club",
tennis court and children's
playground.

Following the mine's reopening
in 1957, the area's first
long-distance telephone service
was provided, and a road was
completed in 1962. The
community, in 1960, had a bank,
post office and telegrapb office
next to eachother. Steers
Limited of SI. Jobn's ran tbe
only store, with fresh meat and
produce delivered four times a
week by tbe MY Nonia and the
SSMaravel.

At that time, the community's
population was 404 with 163
workers from other
communities. The mine was the
only major employer with 124
miners, 36 in the mill, 49 on the
surface, 12 as electricians, S8 as
administrative staff, nine
working for the Tilt Cove Power
Company, and 21 as contractors.
There were just Z7
non-company workers in the
community. The Roman
Catholic, United and Anglican
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Olurches all had churches, and
the Salvation Army had a
citadel. There were also
Presbyterians among the
Scottish miners. The
Amalgamated sebool had five
rooms, and, in 1962, the Roman
Catholic a.ureb ran a sebool for
32 pupils in the parisb ball. The
mine closed in 1967 after 10
years of copper, and limited
gold, production, and all but a
Cew families lefL

There have been whales in close
to TIlt Cove but only the odd
one now, and only two men are
fisbing. Most of the population
are retired. 'l\vo residents
worked in the Rambler mine in
1976. George Rideout, 79, was
the only surviving miner still
living in TIlt Cove. He picked
copper at 14 years of age for
$10 a month, and then earned
$1.25 a day as a full-fledged
miner.



Shoe Cove
This community was originally
known as Shoe Cove Brook.
The adjoining communities of
Stage Cove and Shoe Cove
Bight were abandoned in 1970.
The origin of the settlement's
name has not been officially
recorded. It may relate to the
shape of the harbour or to some
long-forgotten incident
involving an early settler or
visiting naval officer. Shoe Cove
was the last community on the
east coast's English Shore, so
clashes with French fishermen
were more frequent than
elsewhere. Early accounts
indicate that French relations
with Ship Cove's English
residents were not good. Stones,
pitchforks and clubs were used
and many French were killed,
giving rise to stories of ghostly
moans being heard in the area.
As late as 1883, the HMS Foam
anchored for the night off the
fishing settlement of 280 to
show the flag and keep the
uneasy peace betwen Shoe
Cove's English residents and the

Shoe Cove's inner pond

French-speaking residents of La
Scie.

The first family mentioned in
official records is the Tilley
family. The Tilleys arrived in
Newfoundland in 1675, and a 1.
Tilley operated a salmon fishery
at Shoe Cove in 1804. The first
year-round settlers probably
appeared some 38 years later.
James Gray was a Shoe Cove
resident by 1842, the first
mention of a Welshman family
was 10hn Welshman in 1843,
and both Ambrose Power and
Charles Wimbledon were
residents in 1844. Jacob Thombs
was a resident of Shoe Cove as
early as 1842, with James
Thoms also listed in 185!.
Family tradition states that John
Foster settled at Shoe Cove in
the late 1700. and then moved
to La Scie. James Foster was
certainly a resident in 1850.

The family name of Cllipp has
the same origin as O1apman and
Chipman. Some family
traditions state that Solomon

Decks Awash

Cllipp settled at Shoe Cove
about 1847 and his children
moved to nearby La Scie, while
others say the Cornish family
moved to King's Point. Isaac
Cllipp was certainly listed as a
Shoe Cove fisherman in 1852.

More settlers arrived in the
1850.. The Budgells arrived
from Little Bay Islands in the
early 1800., with Giles Budgell
listed for Shoe Cove in 1854
and Elias Budgell at Burton's
Pond in 187!.

The number of fishermen
dropped from 35 in 1951 to 30
in 1959. Average annual
landings in the 1956-59 period
were 1,049,000 Ibs. The 1952
population was 147, and 700
quintals of cod were sold to a
buyer in Nipper'S Harbour.

There were two sawmills. At
that time, the community was
served by the MYNania. One
longliner with five fishennen
and 20 small boats with 43
fishennen supplied fish to the
La Scie NatSea plant in 1983.
1\vo residents worked in the
Rambler mine in 1976.
Although still largely a United
Church community, Shoe Cove
now has a Pentecostal
Assembly. The old Methodist
school was built before 1908,
when it had 27 students, and
closed in 1974.
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Other Green Bay families

Dick(s) is a
Scottish family
name, with the
first
Newfoundland
mention in
1682. By 1820,
George Dix
bad a
plantation at
TWillingate,
but the family
arrived in
Green Bay
much later. The
Drovers are
fairly recent
arrivals from
the Harbour

Grace area, and the Dwyers
moved from Trinity Bay and
eventually arrived in Green Bay
in the late 1800s. The Freakes
settled in northeast
Newfoundland in the early
1800s, but were not present in
the Green Bay area by 1871, and
the Freemans almost certainly
emigrated from Wexford to the
Avalon Peninsula around 1814,
reaching Fogo and Twillingate
by 1871.

arrivals. Corbett is most likely a
family name from the Olannel
Islands or Ireland generally
associated with the Avalon
Peninsula. The Critch family
first settled in the Bay de Verde
area in the late 1700s, but did
not reach Baie Verte until much
later. Although members of the
Curtis family arrived in
Newfoundland as early as 1675,
the first regional mention is of
Francis Curtis of Exploits Burnt
Island in 1850.

Anglo-Norman family in Co.
Kilkenny. The family had
reached Fogo and l\villingate by
the early 1800s.

The first Burton families arrived
in Newfoundland before 1706
and had reached Notre Dame
Bay by the early 1800s, but
there is no mention of their
presence in Green Bay by 1871.
The Butts first settled in
Conception Bay North around
Carbonear in the late 1600s, but

The Courtneys were first
mentioned in 51. John's and the
Burgeo area and are fairly recent

Awelcoming sign on the Trans Canada Highway

the first local mention is of John
Henry Butt of Exploits in 1859.
The Clance family was first
listed in official records as
living at Tilton Harbour (now
Tilting) in 1815, hut there is no
local mention before 1871. The
Connors family almost certainly
came from Waterford and
Tipperary in tbe late 1700s but
did not arrive in the area until at
least 100 years later.

The Boones
moved from
Conception Bay
to the
Greenspond
area and then further north in
the early 1800s. Edward
Brenton was a civil servant and
Supreme Court judge in the
early 1800s. Most references to
the family are for the Burin
Peninsula, although there are
now several families in the
White Bay North district. Brian
or Bryan was likely a Breton
name in southern England and
an Irish name in the north. The
most likely origin of the Bryans
in Newfoundland, according to
Scary, was a prominent

Family tradition suggests that
two brothers accused of
sheeps1ealing fled England in
the mid-1500s and settled on the
Horse Islands and in Central
Newfoundland. They then
changed their family name to
Bath. Most early references are
to the l\villingate area. The
family name of Beaton
originated in Devon and
Cornwall as a diminuitive of
Beatrice, and there are very few
records. A possible early
reference is
mentionofa
Montagnais
family by that
Rame hunting in
the Lower
Exploits River
area in the
1800s. Alfred
Beaton was
listed as an
Exploits River
fisherman by
Lovell in 1871.
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much later, and William Morgan
was at Wild Cove by 1835.

The Osmonds were in Trinity
Bay by 1768, but the first
regional mention is of Basil
Osmond of River Head, White
Bay, in 1864. The first Owens
had arrived in Newfoundland by
the 17605 and family members
were as far north as Fogo by
1832. Nicholas Pain was a Notre
Dame Bay planter as early as
1771, but the Payne family did
not arrive in Green Bay until
after 1871. John Peyton from
Wimboume, Hampshire, settled

in Fogo and
then moved to
Exploits where
his son joined
him in 1812­
the family then
moved to
1\villingate.
The first
Perrys arrived
in the
mid-1700s.
Charles Perry
had reached
Exploits Burnt
Island by 1843,
with Nicholas
and Philip
Perreyat
Stocking

Harbour, Green Bay, in 1871.
John Purchase from Bristol or
Hampshire married in northern
Newfoundland in 1812, but the
first local mention was of
another John Purchase of
Exploits Burnt Island in 1845.

A Rice was the first settler at
Bear Cove, White Bay, in the
early 1800s, and John and James
Rice were 1\villingate area
planters in the 18205. At least
one Rogers family member was
living at1\villingate in 1768, but

Manuel family is that of Joseph
Manuel of Exploits Burnt Island
in 1841 -the family had been at
1\villingate and Greenspond
almost 100 years earlier.

The Martins arrived in
Newfoundland in the 16705,
reaching the 1\villingate area by
1841, but there is no local
mention before 1871. Although
the first Matthews families had
arrived in the Ferryland area in
the 16505, family tradition slates
that John Matthews arrived from
New Brunswick and settled at
King's Point in 1886. John

Green Bay scenery-a mixture of bogs, rocks, forests and gravel roads

McDonald was a Tilting planter
around 1797, but the family did
not move to the area until much
later. Family tradition states that
the first Menchenton arrived at
Exploits in the early 1800s - his
family later moved to Norris
Arm. William Mincbington was
a member of the Board of Road
Commissioners for Exploits
Burnt Island in 1857. James
Morey, from Cork or Waterford,
arrived in 1\villingate as early as
1768, but the family did not
arrive in the La Scie area until

The first memher of the Gavin
family, Maurice Gavan, was
listed as a St. John's soldier in
1778, but the family did not
arrive in Green Bay until after
1871. The Gouldings were
established in the Carbonear
area hy the 18405 and arrived
from there after 1871. The Haas
family moved from France to
Brent's Cove and Baie Verte,
probably in the late 1800s. Job
Hamelin was a planter at
1\villingate in 1871. The
Hanlons arrived from Trinity
and Bonavista Bays after 1871,
and the Harveys seuled in
Trinity in the ~ ~ _

late 1600s and
did not reach
Green Bay until
at least 200
years later. John
Hayter had
fishing
properties in
1\villingate,
Fogo and Tilting
by 1771, but
there was no
mention of
families being
present in Green
Bay until at least
100 years later.

The Higgins
family were living in Fogo by
1824, but were not listed for
Green Bay prior to 1871. The
Hollctts were widespread by the
early 1800s, but there was also
no local mention before 1871.
The Hynes family arrived in
Newfoundland around 1801,
with Joseph Hynes reaching the
French Shore by 1848, and
William Jacobs was a
1\villingate planter in 1821, with
Isaac Jacobs at Wiseman's
Cove, White Bay, by 1871. The
first local mention of the
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there was no local mention
before 1871. James Rose was
yet another 1\villingate planter
by 1820, and the Ryans arrived
in Newfoundland in Ibe 17505,
but there is no local mention of
eilber family before 1871.

The first Noire Dame Bay
reference to the Saunders family
was that of John Saunders of
Beaver Cove in 1844, but there
are no local references before
1871. John Short fished out of
Conche in 1787 to Battle
Harbour, Labrador, in 1789-95

and Fogo in 1808, and James
Skinner was at Fogo by 1805,
but there is no local mention of
eilber family before 1871. The
Snows from the Harbour Grace
area bad arrived at Fogo by
1813, and William Snow was at
Exploits in 1860. Family
tradition states that Isaac
Stuckless from England settled
at Twillingate in Ibe 18GOs, but
others contend the first
immigrant came from Wales.
Lydia Stuckless was certainly
living in Twillingate in 1821,

and several family members
were Exploits and White Bay
residents in the 18605.

The first Sullivan arrived in
Newfoundland after 1730, wilb
family members reaching Notre
Dame Bay by 181, but Ibere was
no local mention before 187!.
The first Wards arrived in
Newfoundland in the
mid-1700s, and family members
had reached Twillingate by
1800, when Joseph Ward was
listed as a planter, but there is no
local mention before 1871.
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Decks Awasb

general store

"David Starkes married one of
the Noble daugbters and settled
on the opposite side of the
harbour at Starke's Room. and
there was another part of the
community known as Batson's
Cove. The Bowers, Dolland,
Randell and Rideout families
also arrived early on.·

months, hut says no one knows
for sure how Indian Burying
Place got its name.

"It was probably tbe Adams
family that started things with a
salmon salting industry," he
sunnises "The first Prole was a
young cooper, and the Nobles
settled in tbe larger part of tbe
community known as Noble's
Cove. People rna y not know
Kevin Noble's parents lived
here and Kevin spent some of
his cbildbood bere [ED. They
will now· we have a story on
page 23].

,but

ipper's Harbour
Cyril Fudge

a noble institution

his

ays
or the

ur,

em
ld to

W. NOble ill SOn arouna the
early 19505, and most others
closed their doors around the
same time. The days of
prosperity were largely gone.

Cyril bas taken a lively interest
in the history of the area. little of
which bas been written down,
and be's only too bappy to sbare
some of it. He remembers
Snook's Arm as a whaling
community. with residents doing
woods work in the winter
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"At its peak, Nipper'S Harbour
had about 330 residents and the
four-masted Portuguese boats
would be here all summer
anchored orf the community and
loading fish: Cyril points out as
be waters the newly-created

1929. Before tbat, there had
been an association with
Goodrich in Round Harbour.
Together with Snook's Ann, all
three seUlements dealt with
merchants in Poole.
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Decks Awash

there was no local mention
hefore 1871. James Rose was
yet another 1\villingate planter
by 1820, and the Ryans arrived
in Newfoundland in the 17505,
but there is no local mention of
either family before 1871.

The first Notre Dame Bay
reference to the Saunders family
was that of John Saunders of
Beaver Cove in 1844, but there
are no local references before
1871. John Short r.shed out of
Conche in 1787 to Battle
Harbour, Labrador, in 1789-95

and Fogo m
Skinnerwa
but there is
either ramil
Snows fron
area had an
1813, and ~

Exploits in
tradition 5ta
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