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Decks Awash

editor's page
By the time you receive this
magazine, we'll all know the
results of the October 26
referendum - or will we? I'm
Dot convinced that
"Quebecistes" will ever accept a
·yes" or "no" vote as a final
decision by the majority of
Canadians. What they want is
the best of both worlds - the
benefits of Canadian security
and the luxury of running their
own affairs. It's a modern-day
equivalent of having your cake
and eating it, too. Canadian
unity is of little consequence to
someone who wants a larger
slice of the cake than he could
reasonably expect to receive.
Hence, the haggling over SeRalc
seats and "fair" representation.
Since when has "fair"
representation ever been offered
to Atlantic Canadians?

The fishery dispute with France
is an example, and so is the
unwillingness of France, with its
inefficient farming industry, to
accept European economic,
financial and political unity. I
can remember the French
national soccer team in the 1%6
World Cup in London. They had

some of the best individual
players in the game, but, as a
tearn. they were lacking unity
and cohesion. Gennany and
England had rather pedestrian
players by comparison, but they
operated well together as team
units, which is why they met in
the final which England won.

I mention this because it
demonstrates the weakness of
the argument that a ·yes· or
"no" vote will bring harmony or
discord. The simple fact is that
the team is only as good as the
sum of its individual players,
and Canada will only function
efficiently if all its players
fonow the same game plan.
Unfortunately, as far as I can
see, the Charlottetown Accord
provides a patchwork quilt of
solutions which will all unravel
as the provinces, territories,
nations and federal government
pull it apart to grab their own
"distinct society" status. For that
reason, I, for one, will be voting
"no" to the Charlottetown
Accord - I didn't ask for it, and,
quite honestly, we don't need it.

Having said that, I hope that
everyone who reads this will
have tbougbt about what it is
tbey are being asked to vote for.
Are we really getting a better
Canada out of this, or a different
canada? f like Caoada the way
it is, from coast to coast. In fact,
I plan to spend the next several
years with work in both
Newfoundland and British
Columbia.

Perhaps we should all go back
to the ways of our ancestors and
operate in fully functional units
of 150 people or so. That way,
we wouldn't have time to debate
tbe merits of a "distinct society"
- we'ld already be part of one.
Come to think of it, ['II get
down to cboosing the 149
people I want to spend the rest
of my life with and select a
chunk of land distinct enough to
set us apart.

-Roger Burrows
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Because this was part of the French Shore and well away from the British sphere of
influence, the shoreline north of Lobster Cove Head and south of Parson's Pond
rarely appeared in reports. The French were very active in the area, but there does
not appear to have been the tension that existed along other parts of the French
Shore. This may have been because the English fIShermen were seasonal in their
occupation of fishing harbours and drying beaches. There were no large
communities until the 1900s, and few merchants. Early business was conducted with
merchants in Woody Point, Rocky Harbour and Norris Point Eventually,
permanent occupation occurred and stores were set up in the larger settlements.

Baker's Brook
park boundaries, in 1973. Only
five Deckers remained two
years later, two as fishermen,
one as a watchman, another as
an engineer, and the fifth as a
labourer. Although tbere have
been no pennanent residents
since 1980, as many as a dozen
fishennen continue to land cod
and lobster alongside a picnic
park completed in the late 19808.

1939. By 1956, the settlement
had reached its peak or 45
residents in seven families, and
fish were sold to a buyer in
Rocky Harbour. In 1960, classes
were taught to 18 schoolchildren
in a 60-year-old house.

Half the population left after
Gras Marne National Park
initiated a limited freehold
policy for Baker's Brook, and
five oilier communities within

Thomas and John Decker were
tbe only registered voters in
Baker's Brook in 1928, but there
were enough cbildren to operate
a Church of England school in Square bam, square lobster pots at Baker's Brook

Most of the families at
Baker's Brook lived on the
south bank of the brook.
They included several
Decker families, with the first
reference, in 1856, to Jesse
Decker as a resident of
Bonne Bay.

The French dominated the
lobster fishery in the area until
the 1890s so very little
information was available in
British records. The first census
in 1901 reported a total of six
lobster fishennen and a factory
that employed 42 people to pack
17 cases or lobsters. Very little
cod was landed that year. By
1911, two families operated
separate factories. and, ten years
later, there were 16 residents.
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Berths are hard to find--even for the
small boats typically used at Baker's
1lrooI<.

Green Point
The flat-topped, grass­
covered headland of Green
Point appeared on one of
James Cook's maps as early
as 1763, and was known for
a while as a good source for
graptolite fossils in its
spectacular exposed bed­
rock.

The first census in 1869 listed
21 foreign Roman Catholic
residents living in four
buildings, but five years later, in
1874, there were 10 members of
the Church of England Joseph
Paine and Charles Dodd
families living in two houses.
Families also lived in the small,
shallow bay to the south known
as Green Cove. The next
mention of the settlement in the
1891 census, had six residents in
three Church of England
families. The three
fishermen· farmers landed 69
quintals of cod, three ticrces of
salmon and fOUf barrels of
herring worth $331.

Numbers remained about the
same throughout the late 18005
and by 1911, there was just one
family of seven, including four
children not in schoo!. A lobster
factory had two employees and
packed 20 cases of lobster in
1910. Eight barrels of herring
fetched $15, with $200 from
other fisheries. The settlement
remained small with 12
residents in three families in
1935. A factory was still present,
and four furs were sold for $65.

Looking towards Green Point

The number of residents rose to
42 in 1956,60 in 10 households
in 1961 and 82 in 1966. The
lack of a church and school
encouraged the federal
government to designate Green
Point as a resettled park
community in August 1973, so
the population dropped to 58 by
1976 before ending its existence
as a year-round community in
the 1980..
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Sally's Cove

Stacks of lobster pots In the community attest to this fishery's importance

The community name may
well have originated from an
Irish Sealy family, which
could also have been the
origin of Shallow Bay - an
Irish variant of the name was
Shally, but the Irish con·
nection is somewhat
tenuous given the settle­
ment's early history.

Althougb tbere is no written
history of the settlement, a
number of existing families can
be traced back to its early years.

1\vo families may have been
present in the mid-1800s.
Family traditions state that Mark
R. Roberts of Sturminster
Newton, Dorset, settled at
Portugal Cove about 1835 and
moved to Woody Point in 1870,
but other family sources show a
Roberts from Devon settling at
Rocky Harbour in 1835. The
family was well established in
the Twillingate district in the
18505. There are also family
traditions that George Maugier
of French origin arrived in
Newfoundland from England in
1853, and that some of his
descendents settled at
Stepbenville. He was almait
certainly the George Major
Jisted as living in BOMe Bay in
1869. The Oates family was first
listed for Carbonear in 1780,
and there were no mentions for
the area before 1871.

By 1891, Sally Cove had 29
residents in five Clurch of
England families, and one
Roman Catholic. Very little fisb

was landed by the four
fishennen-fanners, and nine
men were employed outside tbe
community, probably in mining
or lumbering. 20 years later, in
1911. there were 74 residents in

one Salvation Army and 14
Oturch of England families. A
one·room school had 27 pupils,
but just 16 of the 26 local
children attended. Nine lobster
factories employed a total of 36

people, who packed 2r1 cases
of lobsters. The total landed
value of fish at the community
was $4,926, including 315
barrels of herring worth $364.

The settlement continued to
grow and by 1935 there were 99
residents in 23 families, with 16
children in school. They picked
577 gallons of small fruit, by far
the most in the area-St. Paul's
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was next at 201 gallons - and
kept 104 sheep and 21 cattle,
with nine ponies used for
farming and lumbering. 40 fUIS

were sold for $148.

The population dropped from
350 in 1966 to 288 in 1976, 100
in 1981 and an estimated 56 in
1986, although the community
has stabilized since then.

The piles of lobster pots
alongside the Viking Trail
confirms that fishing is the only
industry, apart from work at a
local gravel site.

Martin's Point
'"l'!lia"4$~ Illore than a :i/llllll tishfug ael/lemen~ St<l<ted in tho> late 189Q$, by 1914 thero were t4
u~fuIIn~Church ofEllgland fllltlllies, Two were the Oilley ""d Short famllies. The two lobster

fOllrpeopie, wh<l P\lcked just20 cases of lobsters Fisbenntn a~ landed lW<:> tierce$
$$0 8lld 35 bll/"l"els of herrblgworth $35 -lbe lot<lll""dings amounted 10 $435. In 1935,

weI'<' '11$10 rt$\lknl$ in Iwo families. The """'muni, was r*ltled in tho> 1950$,

The wreck of the 55 Ethie
The coastline adjacent to Martin's Point was the
site of the 55 Ethie shipwreck, and the last debris
from the wreck can still be seen below the picnic
site where a plaque commemorates the disaster and
quotes from a song about it. The 55 Ethie was one
of the Newfoundland Alphabet Fleet" used by the
Reid-Newfoundland Company as a passenger and
freight steamer.

55 Ethie at the graving dock in St. John's ca. 1900
O-photo by Holloway Studios

n
a routine run on December 11, 1919, she
encountered a fierce storm which drove her close
to shore. The ship's purser, Walter Young, came
from the area and suggested grounding the vessel
at Martin's Point to allow people to get safely to
land. Unfortunately, the steamer's bull was tom
before sbe reached sbore and a decision was made
to abandon her. It was impossible to launch a
lifeboat of any kind so a pulley system was set up
to get everyone off the stricken vessel.

The story of a Newfoundland dog being involved
in the rescue has not been confinned by eye
witnesses and was more than likely a piece of

6

journalistic licence used by a Philadelphia reporter
working out of Curling. In fact, The Evening
Telegram suggested on at least two occasions that
no dog was involved in the rescue. Nevertheless
the owner of a local pet sold his "hero" on the
mainland, and, in 1920, E.1. Pratt penned his poem
"Carlo", the story of a dog making dramatic
rescues from a stranded ship.

--
The SS Ethie lives in Newfoundland music
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Gull's Marsh
MlQll;er, mainly~l,~ng _Unify wjlhllin"'Cii~~lnlhr~ ~1If41()fl'lngla!!4
Y'1891,; Foor were~ as empklyed OUUlD (he community,Jlfoba1:>ly in lumberlne, and thete
~,

llIepopnJallon bad increasoo t(l26 in (01Irf.laliJies, with none (jf(he 14 cIlildren III sclwol.
wbo pnCkc4 54 _os of: lQilsters.Alolalor42barrels<>fherling
the fWle\'Y was $ll;:l9. The C<ll1llmUllty was ttot listed \Jl19;l5,

10 St. Panl'. and other _nnities,butp~le continued lO
e places; and Still do. 'fhere was another settlemenut the mollib orWesteNt B-14

Ray Payne bad. llfOre, in addition 10 ooe in 51. Paul's.

Broom Point

The exhibit board by the parking lot shows the various aspects of the
Broom Point site

Although most of the coastal
settlements were not
occupied by Newfound­
landers until the mid-late
1BOOs, several sites were
used by native peoples as
many as 1,500 years before.

Broom Point was most likely a
Middle Dorset Eskimo summer
site for the manufacture and
maintenance of stone tools,
perhaps inhabited by residents
of the Phillip's Garden
semi-permanent site at Port au
Choix. A total of 226 Middle
Dorset tools and 2504 other
items were recovered during the
1982 excavations by Tuck and
Auger. A radio-carbon date of
around 1650 BP established
occupancy to as late as 425
A.D., which was revised to
around 600 A.D. by early 1984
excavations.

Krol's 1984 fieldwork
established the Broom Point site
as occupied between 2000-1200
B.P., or until around 785 A.D.,
somewhat later than the Cow
Head site. The 1984 Middle
Dorset total consisted of 29
endblades, one ground stone
lance, 13 endblade preforms, 16

bifaces, 16 biface forms, 47
endblades, 140 microblades
(mostly of chert, but with a few
of quartz crystal), 17 microblade
cores, nine burin-like tools, 97
tip flute flakes, 107 retoucbed or
used flakes, and 24
bammerstones. There were also
a few Early Paleo-Eskimo
artifacts at the site. TWo-thirds
of tbe fragments were of opaque
and translucent Cow Head
cherts, but there were 12 otber
chert types, plus quartz crystal,
fine- and medium-grained
quartzite, nephrite and slate.
Most artifacts were in a 576 sq.
metre area, wbicb suggested
seasonal occupation.

Seal and caribou accounted for
most of tbe bone fragments, but
tbere were some bird and fish
bones, too. The lack of a large
midden and the absence of any
structures suggest short-term
use. Harbour seals would have
been available year round, but
especially late May-Iale
October; harp and grey seals
occur to May and from June to
September; ringed and bearded
seals, walrus and small whales
may also have been present in
spring. Caribou and black bear
would have been common, with
a few polar bears possible in late
winter-early spring. Ducks,
geese, and shorebirds are still
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Broom Point was an active inshore fishing community. There is still
plenty of evidence of what it was like in its heyday, and a major
attraction of the exhibit is its living heritage, in this case, Bill Bennett and
Carl Rumboldt

8

common on migration, with
gulls and terns in summer. A few
other small sites were later
found at Broom Point, including
the Terrace site to the north.

The first modern mention of
Broom Point was in the 1874
census, when there were 10
residents in two Church of
England families. One could
have been a Gilley. Gilley is a
Cornish family name, and John
Gilly was listed for Broom Point
in 1873. A total of 100 quintals
of cod were landed from two
boats. The total remained the
same in 1891, with none of the
six children in school. A total of
16 quintals of cod and three
tierces of salmon worth $113
were landed. Both Jack Reid
and Eli Clarke fished out of the
settlement from April to
September and returned to their
Bonne Bay homes for the winter.

By 1911, the year-round
population was down to a family
of six. This was the Hopkins
family with relatives elsewhere
on the Northern Peninsula.
Harry Hopkins had moved from
bis home in Heart's Content to

Rose Blanche, and then worked
in Nova Scotia and the Gaspe
before settling in Norris Point.
He fished from Broom Point in
the 1920s. The four fishermen,
Harry Hopkins, Mose Reid,
Harry Francis and Steve Short,
operated a lobster factory that
packed 19 cases of lobsters and
landed 20 barrels of herring for
a fishery valued at $320.
Lobsters were caught the other
side of Western Brook Cove.
Fish were sold to George Butt in
Woody Point and then to George
Caines of Norris Point.

The number of Hopkins family
members was down to three,



George, Billy and Gus, by 1935,
and their holdings were sold to
the Mudge family in 1941. The
Mudge family had arrived in
Newfoundland from Devon or
Cornwall in the 17405 and later
moved to the 81. Barbe district.

Jack Green bad a cabin and
store, and Eli Gilley and his
wife lived year-round. O'Keefe
boats took the lobsters to the
Boston market, but fiSh were
sold to T.J. Hardy Limited of
Port aux Basques.

Decks Awasb

Bill Pitbnan, who was born in
Neddy's Harbour and later
moved to St. Paul's, fished from
Broom Point to Cow Head in
the late 1920s.

St. Paul's
51. Paul's almost certainly
deserves more recognition
from Newfoundland histor­
ians than it has received to
date. Ever since the confir­
mation of L'Anse aux
Meadows as a Viking site,
scholars have been trying to
identify other Viking settle­
ments mentioned in their
sagas.

Farley Mowat, in one of his
more scholarly departures from
pure whimsy, discussed the
questions in great detail in his
book Westviking. This is very
interesting reading for anyone
with doubts about the abilities of
the Norse mariners to sail great
distances into uncharted territory.

Several trips were made in
search of the fabled Vinland,
and one was past the promising,
but inaccessible, grasslands at
Parsons Pond. Mowat sunnised
in his book that the adventurers
would almost certainly have
stopped at Shallow Bay or Cow
Head before heading south to
what would have been exactly
wbat they bad hoped to find.
There would have been enough
green pasture to feed ten times
tbe amount of cattle tbey would
bave brought with them, and the

st pAI..U BAV."""'-..
~e.t.W~

Ei 'flOAt F\.ATS

D~(=N'O

r.:3~~:!UIo'N.

"MILes

Gulf of St Lawre nee

Possible Viking SItes shown in Farley Mowat's book
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A Newfoundland pony feasts on plentiful grasses

The Long Range Mountains just south of 51. Paul's

Geelmuyden, the well-respected
Norwegian astronomer, places
Leif's settlement at 49055'N,
which is just 5' north of 5t.
Paul's Inlet.

St. Paul's Inlet is still an area of
great interest to naturalists. The
steepest land is to the southeast.
There are three islands, Eastern,
Middle and Western Islands
plus Seal Rocks and Shag R~k.
Several varieties of snails and
amphipods live in the harder
substrates, with mysjds in the
eelgrass community and
polychaete wonns and moon
snails in the sand habitats.
Herring appear in spring and
mackerel in fall, with eel,
lumpfish, cod, ocean pout,
smelt, sea trout, sticklebacks,
tomcod, sculpin and cunners
also present as food for harbour
seals. Although no Maritime
Archaic Indian or Paleo-Eskimo
site has been discovered, Auger
collected a few brown and black
chert flakes from east of the St.
Paul's bridge.

The modem community started
around 1874, when one Church
of England resident landed 52
quintals of cod. Several families

Thorfinn Karlsefni, the
Icelandic trader, arriving later,
along with Leif's brother,
TholVald. Karlsefni's
description of a settlement
known as Hop fits St. Paul's
Inlet. Hop was a well-known
geographical feature in Iceland.
Efforts to locate a Viking
campsite were unsuccessful, and
the most likely area was
bulldozed in 1955 to provide
two large gravel pits. L'Anse
aux Meadows is more likely to
have been the earlier
Straumfjord settlement, referred
to elsewhere as Markland.

estuary and inlet teemed with
birds, harbour seals and
shellfish. The more adventurous
among them would probably
have followed the numerous
caribou trails cut into the open
bogs. If this wasn't Vinland it
would have sufficed. '

The Greenlanders Saga
describes Vinland as having tall
trees felled for timber, a
navigable river leading to a tidal
lake and a vast bay beyond an
estuary completely dry at low
tide. This fits St. Paul's
perfectly, as does a similar
description in the later Eirik the
Red Saga, which describes
Stearing Island and the Cow
Head peninsula. St. Paul's Inlet
is 11 kms. long and 6 kms. wide
at its widest point, but the
opening [spanned by the road
bridge] is just 80 meters wide
and its sill is Jess than six met~rs
deep. The deepest water in the
eastern end of the inlet is more
than 36 meters. A total of 24
streams and rivers flow into it
the largest being the St. PaUl';
River which enters from the east.

Leif Eiriksson was almost
certainly the discoverer, with

10
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Bennetts were living on the
Avalon Peninsula in the 1670s,
but the first west coast mention
is of Michael Bennett of Sandy
Point in 1870.

By 1891, there were 36
residents in seven families, 19
Church of England, 12 Roman
Catholic and five Methodist.
None of the 17 children was in
school, and 11 people were
employed outside the
community, probably in mining
or lumbering. The population
almost doubled hy 1911, \0 61 in
13 families, with 34 Clurch of
England, 25 Roman Catholic
and two Methodist. None of the
15 children was in school. Nine
factories employed 30 people to
pack 196 cases of lobsters.
Fishennen also landed 214
barrels of herring worth $295,
and the fishery was worth
$3,277.

The population again doubled
by 1935, when there were 115
residents in 22 families, with 59
Church of England, 42 Roman
Catholic and 14 United. 21
children were in school. A total
of 11 furs were sold for $84.
The population increased to an
estimated 515 in 1986 as a result
of park resettlement.

planter at Moretons Harbour. He
was likely the same person
listed as a planter in White Bay

There were Hutchings families
throughout Newfoundland by
the late 17005, but the first
mention for Cow Head is 1873,
when William and Walter
Hutchings were listed. The first

settled in the next two decades,
although there is little in the
written record to offer clues as

The wharves at 51. Paul's are always crowded

to who arrived first. There is a ten years later and an ancestor of
strong suggestion, however, that Thomas Pittman listed for Sop's
it could have been the Paynes. Island in 1864. There is,
Family tradition states that however, no local mention prior
Samuel and Matthew Paine from to 1871, but the closest seasonal
Yorkshire settled at Parsons settlement to 5t. Paul's is still
Pond and Chimney Cove. A known as Pittman's Cove. There
Charles Payne was listed for were similar fishing settlements
Bonne Bay in 1848, and another at Old House Rocks and
Payne was said to have lived in Hickey's.
Rocky Harbour since 1809.

Pittmans are first mentioned as
Newfoundland residents in the
1780s and had reached the
northeast coast by 1820, when
William Pittman was listed as a

A colourful mat and plenty of artifacts can be found in the lete de Vache Museum

11



Decks Awash

CowHead

rrhis cape is all eaten away at the tipM--eartier's description still applies

The Cow Head peninsula,
which is a very prominent
landmark from the sea, is
joined to the mainland by a
rocky isthmus that forms
Cow Head harbour.

Jacques Cartier named it Cap
Pointu because, as a translation
of his journal suggests, "This
cape is all eaten away at the tip,
and the bottom towards the sea
is pointed." The name of Cow
Head apparently originated from
the existence of a large, pale,
weathered boulder that looked
like a cow's bead.

The exposed headland contains
important fossil remains plus
Dorset Eskimo and Maritime
Archaic Indian sites. In 1939,
Wintemberg described the site
as more substantial with
evidence of houses. Devine had
described it, in 1899, as an
excellent place for flints,
thinking it a Beothuk site. The
Cow Head cherts would have

been a major attraction to any
hunter-gatherers.

Thck studied the Factory Cove
site in the 19705. and established
that it was an early Dorset
Eskimo site. 1978 field work,
and later investigations by
Auger in 1981, assigned it to the
Groswater phase of Early
Paleo-Eskimo tradition.
Carbon-dating established an
oo:upancy date to 2285 BP. The
Factory Cove site contained
remains of Arctic hare, beaver,
red fox, caribou, harbour, harp,
ringed and bearded seals,
Canada goose and eider. The
plentiful game and good fishing
were good reasons for people to
settle in the area.

Charles Paine is said to have
come from Christchurch,
England by way of Burin around
1808 and was joined by his
brother, John. They traded with
Bird and Company of Forteau,
selling both furs and fish. They
were later joined by another
Englishman, Cltarles Vanson,

The old lighthouse at Cow Head,
and Stearing Island

James Broyill from France and
E. Jardin and Moses Young
from Canada. They were
probably attracted by the
plentiful summer salmon and
fan herring.

Ephraim Tucker's 1839 account
of a visit in the early 18305
referred to the 18 residents as a
rough and ready lot in a large
family headed by an elderly
couple, but this does not tie in
with census details which
suggest continuous settlement
by some of these families. The
settlement had 57 residents in
1857, and an 1866 account
lamented the lack of a good
harbour. What Cow Head did
have was a good location on
shipping and trading lanes and
closeness to good fishing
grounds. J.F. hnray declared tbat
Cow Head was "the best
situation for a fishery on all the
coast", and the 67 residents
taking advantage in 1873
induded Cltarles Payne and
Charles Vincent, plus Jobn
Paine, Cltarles and John Benoit,

12



William Hutchins and M.
Huelin. Hewlin families were
living in the St. George's Bay

St Mary the Virgin Anglican
Church

area the late 18605 and probably
moved to the Northern
Peninsula at a Jater date.

Brown family tradition states
that a Brown from England
settled at Cow Head in the
1850s. Most Brown families can
be traced back to the late 1600s
and early 1700s, hut the earliest
west coast mention is of Cllarles
Brown of Redbrook, St.
George's Bay in 1870.
HouselHowse families
emigrated from the West
Country in the early 1800s, with
Cow Head families arriving
from 1\villingate and elsewhere
much later. Hynes families were
widespread in Newfoundland in
the 1800s, but there is no local
mention before the 18705. Most
Knoll families can probably be
traced back to Dublin, although
the name is also common in the
North Midlands of England.

As Cow Harbour, this was the
largest settlement in the area in
1874, with 71 residents in 11
families, all but three foreigners

being Church of England. A
total of 535 quintals of cod were
landed. The first school-chapel
was built in 1880, and a school
with 32 pupils taught by
Augustus Bryant was operating
by 1884, and eventually both
communities had schools.
Lobster catches supplemented
the herring, cod, capelin and
salmon traditionally landed. The
Cow Head lobster factory was
supplied by 17 fishermen, and
its 15 employees packed 2,000
cases of lobster. A factory at
neighbouring Cow Cove packed
1,600 cases that year. In
addition, the Paynes processed
lobster in the late 1800s.

By 1891, the settlement had
increased to 123 residents in 24
families, with 90 Church of
England and 33 Roman
Catholics. 11 families were
headed by fishermen-farmers,
but 18 people were listed as
working outside the community.
None of the 52 children was in
the local school. Three lobster
factories set 5,()(X) traps and
employed 140 people, by far the
most for the region - a total of
3,000 cases of lobsters were
packed in 1890. Fishennen

A calm day at Cow Head

Decks Awash

landed 68 quintals of cod and 16
barrels of herring for a total
landed value of $272. The Cow
Head lighthouse was built in
1909, and modified some 50
years later.

A number of oil wells were
drilled in the Parson's Pond and
Cow Head areas in the late
1800s and early 1900s, but the
logging industry brought more
benefits in the form of up to six
sawmills supplemented by
pulpwood contracts from the
Bowater Company. By 1911,
there were 161 residents in 35
families, the majority belonging
to the Church of England.
l\vo-thirds of the 48 children
were in the two schools. The
residents included two teachers,
one merchant, three office staff,
six government employees, two
farmers and four mechanics. 15
factories employed 66 people to
pack 451 cases of lobster. A total
of 15 quintals of cod, one tierce
of salmon and 263 barrels of
herring contributed towards a
total fishery of $7,055. There
were just two Church of
England residents living in
Shallow Bay in 1911, and the

13



The gardens on the Cow Head peninsula
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settlement became part of Cow
Head soon afterwards.

The lobster fishery was so
successful that there were 21
factories operating in 1921,
when the population stood at
231. A further population
increase took place, and, by
1935, there were 289 residents
in 58 mainly atureb of England
families, with 64 children in
school. The community had 18
factories and three businesses.
Along with 95 cattle and 231
sheep, the residents owned 27
ponies, suggesting lumbering
was quite important. 10 furs
were sold for $95. In 1939, a
lobster pool was formed, and
this led to a co-operative, the
first of many in the community.
The last was the Royal Co-op in
1953. By 1956, there were 448

residents and service industries
had become an important part of
community life. A new high
school was opened in 1962.

The 1981 population was 695.
25% of the work force was

employed in the trade sector,
23.1% in the service sector, and
15.4% in the primary,
manufacturing and construction
sectors. There were two small
fish processing plants on the
Cow Head peninsula.

Belldowne's Point
W8ll Orst listed as Bill Downe's Point, wbleb suggests a connection with lbe Downes
are ana Ume<ick in treland. Thore was one Roman CatholicIisle4 at ftrst,bu~ by 1901

l~,~~:~.~~u~~~::: ~::~~,famili'"The lobslet factory employedt. but one of the 10tesidenls ill four
wirh one of three eIlildren in ~()OI. '!WI> factl;>ries pilCked 96~ of loootero.

landed 121 quilttals of cod, two tlerces of salmon worth $24 ana 50 barrels of
lb", of salmon Wa> tinned for $25, and the tqtal vahie I>l'llie fishery W8ll $2,0$9.

doubled its pOpulation by 1935, to 25 in five faroUles, with 19IJniled and $Ii(
orE"pd. Four furs were sold for $18, ..albere were t!>tee pQnies, The 1945 cenllll8listed 35

resWonts, and the community
bad 4ouble<llo 74 by 1966.
Rowever, lbe la¢k I>f a ~()OI
and church meant that
BeUdowIIe'. Pl>inl was
scbe<lulea as aresettled
community.

--",-",--_ r: By 1975, all llie residents bad
settled in 0:Jw Head, except for
Bsll'Y Hutchings, a carpenter.
By 1981, Jl bad b<:et>me it
picnic park.

Visitors enjoy the beach at
Shallow Bay
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Sally's Cove

Kelly's Cove - Kelly Walsh
Kelly Walsh, 16, is the daughter
of Ronald and Morella Walsh of
Sally's Cove. Because her father
works for her uncle's company
in Comer Brook and drives a
school bus, Kelly spent the last
year in Comer Brook, and went
to the Roman Catholic school
there. She wryly admits lhat the
variety of activities available
there was a change from those at
home.

-. miss all the excitement
because I'm rather limited by
travel in what I can take part in.
There are six of us travelling
from Sally's Cove. There used
to be an elementary school in
Sally's Cove, and I took
kindergarten there, but then I
went to school in Rocky
Harbour."

Kelly prefers arts subjects but is
taking three science courses.
She says the Norris Point school
is able to offer most courses on

Kelly WaJsh

the curriculum. Her career
aspirations are likely to be
limited by health problems. The
school has a cadet force, which
explains Kelly's career
aspirations.

"I'd certainly like to get into the
Anned Forces, but that may not
be possible. My brother,
Andrew, who's 20, is going to
Sarajevo Saturday - it's his first
duty abroad. There haven't been
any exchange trips since I've
ben in high school, and I don't
play sports."

With so few opportunities for
careers locally, most students
look elsewhere for work. Some
graduates go on to university,
and boys are now looking
outside the fishery for work.

Western Brook
Talking on water - Reg Williams

Talk to anyone who has visited
Gros Mome National Park and,
with few exceptions, you'll fmd
that Western Brook Pond is a
high priority for a visit. Reg
Williams, whose day job is
principal at Holland Memorial
High School in Norris Point,
knows that and runs the tour
boat operation there. It's not his
only tour boat - he also runs the
lse Da By boat tour in Bonne

The approach to western Brook Pond's gorge
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Decks Awash - Special Report: Electronic Navigation

With the two-year closure of the Northern Cod fishery on
Canada's East Coast, and the general economic difficulties facing
the province of Newfoundland and Labrador, some people have
thrown up their hands in the belief that this marks the end. But

the fact remains: fishing still continues here, albeit at a lesser
pace. And fishing and marine transportation are still huge

industries world-wide.

By taking advantage of new trends in these industries, it may be
possible to improve the safety, efficiency and sustainability of our
fishery in the future, diversify some portion of the Newfoundland

economy and provide new opportunities for employment in
non-traditional fields.

This special report examines one opportunity that could have
great impact on our marine industries - Electronic Navigation ­

and some of the people contributing to its realization.

lA
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The North Atlantic off Newfoundland is unforgiving.
Some say It's the harshest ocean In the world.

A dangerous ocean that demands a navigator's best.

-ihfonav
I

~ ELECTRONIC CHART SYSTEM

It's only natural that those

who navigate the world's

roughest ocean would

create Infonav. ..the advanced

marine navigation system

that enhances efficiency

and safety.

Mariners know the ocean

never changes.

It's always unpredictable.

In this environment rapid

delivery of real time navigation

information is essential to the

watchkeeper. Infonav brings

everything you need front and

center. Andyou won't need

a computer degree to use it.

It's simple-to-operate software

keeps your training time

to a minimum.

Unlike other electronic chart

systems, finding out where you

are and where you're going

won't take forever.

Intansv's continuous tracking

GPS can update and display

your position evel}' second.
Our high resolution full color
charts have all the detail
and features you expect on
a paper chart.
And Infonav uses only
optically scanned CHS,
NOAA, DMA and other
official hydrographic charts.

For more information,
callus today.
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The Electronic Ocean:
A New Wave In Navigation Technology

By Scott Strong

The history of ocean voyages
is littered with the broken
keels of once-proud vessels,
scattered like shells across the
reefs and coastlines of the
world. The early Europeans
that visited Newfoundland
and Labrador came across the
North Atlantic armed with
luck and guesswork. With no
charts, no radar and no
sophisticated navigation
equipment, they were at the
mercy of the submerged rocks

and thousands of miles of
treacherous coastal hazards.

Continuing exploration
gradually produced simple
charts, rough outlines of
coasts and anchorages,
navigational 'bibles' that were
often inaccurate or downright
mythological: early charts
often filled in unknown areas ­
mare incognito - with fantastic
creatures ranging from
mermaids to serpents.

Ocean navigation has
advanced considerably over
the centuries, with the
introduction of modern charts
based on high-accuracy
hydrographic surveys, radar
and gyrocompasses, and the
multitude of buoys, foghorns,
light stations and other
navigational aids that warn
mariners of impending
threats. As the tools have
changed, so have the
demands.
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Contemporary navigation has navigational aids and coastal satellite information into a
gone far beyond the simple features. EC systems can also single ·snapshot." The
"get there and back" keep a constant track of the computer's programming
requirements of earlier days. vessel's progress and location, allows the information to be
In 3n age where eliminating timely positioning viewed, courses and alarms to
cost-effectiveness, procedures common to be set, and a wide range of
environmental protection, and conventional methods. other useful facilities.
a host of other concerns are
increasingly important, Thousands of EC systems are Future developments will also
navigators must plot in use throughout the world, include the use of multi-media
energy-efficient courses, avoid on vessels ranging from super technology, which can
dense vessel tramc in sea tankers to pleasure boats. combine photographs,
lanes and use every videotape ... the whole wealth
information resource available The next step in the evolution of available information ...
to ensure a safe and profitable of electronic charts is to use into an understandable
voyage. Navigation has come modern advancements in navigation information
a long way. computer technology to bring display. The navigator of an

large, ocean~going cargo
vessel could verify the vessel's

ECDIS:
location within meters, view
video tape of specific dockside
berths and approaches,

ELECTRONIC
update charts from Notices To
Mariners, compare alternative

CHART
routes and plan for
approaching weather at the
touch of the ECDIS control

DISPLAY panel.

AND Electronic charts are
becoming an accepted and

INFORMATION
valuable asset to safety and
efficiency at sea; new

SYSTEM
developments will see ECs
and ECDISs become a

I standard feature in marine
transportation, fIShing,
passenger and pleasure vessels

The latest development in together all of the information around the world.
ocean navigation has been the available on~board. presenting
development of electronic a single, integrated view of all Over the last two decades,
charts, ECs, to replace factors affecting the voyage. several Newfoundland
traditional paper charts. Such electronic chart display companies have been involved
Using digital storage, and information systems, or in computer hardware and
higb-speed computer systems ECDISs, are being designed software development related
and display units, the mariner to combine electronic charts, to marine transportation.
can view charts in a wide radar images, highly~accurate These companies are part of
selection of locations and satellite positioning data, the cbanging face of the
scales, and quickly reference sonar readings, and weather province's future.
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The offshore oil and gas
support Industry presents a
malor potential market for

ECOISs.

takes disconnected and often
confusing data, and turns it
into clearly displayed
information: information that
a mariner can use
immediately, without
time-consuming calculations,
references and movement
between various pieces of
electronic gear. The controls
for the Infonav system ... the
"user interface," in industry
jargon ... is about as simple to
use as a microwave oven.
Perhaps simpler. The
operator uses a "touch
screen," a video screen that
"feels" a finger·tip point out
desired functions. Instantly,
the desired information ...
electronic chart, radar, sonar,

location, speed, heading,
whatever ... is presented in
sharply detailed color.

Infonav then allows the user
to enter or update
information, plan safe and
efficient routes, view the
vessel's previous and intended
tracks, and a multitude of
other pieces of information.
The system is designed to
have new features added,
depending on the user's
requirements, at low cost,
which also makes it an
effective adaptable tool for
the defence, offshore oil and
gas, dredging and
hydrographic surveying
industries.

One such company, Matrix
Technologies Inc., has focused
its activities over the last year
on the design and production
of a sophisticated, low-cost
electronic chart display and
information system. The
product is called Infonav.

Infonav is designed to pull
together signals from
electronic charts, satellite and
LORAN C navigation
receivers, radar, sonar and
weather-fax systems (among
others,) and combine the data
at high speed into a seamless
information display. This
challenging project is in the
final stages, and Infonav is
being marketed throughout
North America and around
the world.

Perhaps the most significant
aspect of InConav is that it

Where Am I?
The Global Positioning System

Determining your location has always been a chal1enge for
mariners. Over the last decade, a radical new system has
been under development to provide precise and accurate
positioning. anywhere on the surface of the earth. It's called
the Global Positioning System, or GPS. and it's already
revolutionizing everything from surveying to the trucking
industry.

The GPS is a network of satellites positioned in a web right
around the world. When the system is completed it will give
global coverage; the satellites in orbit already provide
coverage for a significant portion of the planet.

To determine location, the GPS user turns on a radio
receiver and waits a few minutes for the unit to "acquire" a
satellite passing overhead. After three or more satellites
have passed over the unit an internal computer performs a
rapid c<llculation based on the timing of the signals received.
The GPS receiver can then display the latitude and
longitude of the user's location, or pass the data on to
another system ... including. of course, an electronic
navigation system.

SA



Decks Awash· Special Report: Electronic Navigation

CREATNE SERVICES, FILM & VIDEO
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The CEO As Navigator:
From Fermeuse To The Techno-World.

By Marie Hedderson

"How can you be great when all you want to be is good?"

The Chief Executive Officer of Matrix Technologies Inc,
is a man who is very honest, direct and to the point.

Karl Kenny, 32, has vision, energy and the drive to make
his company great. The Infonav system Is a clear example

of what happens when one entrepreneur empowers the
right team of people to reach the goal of being

the best In the world,

Kart Kenny's office at Matrix Technologies Is much like his mind:
full of surprises.

His colleagues say he's a
high-tech savant. His friends
say that he's a funny guy. He's
certainly successful, aggressive
and motivated. His name is
Karl Kenny, and he's a new
breed of Newfoundlander.

Karl feels a bit uncomfortable
talking about himself, and he
looks everywhere but at you
as he repeals his favorite
"quotable quotes" about high
technology in this province.
"There's too much hype in the
industry" It's important that
we be confident, but it's also
very important that we don't
exaggerate."

Matrix Technologies Inc. is his
company, and its latest
product promises to
revolutionize the field of

marine navigation to such a
degree that you'd think it was
an exaggeration.

But modestly, he claims that
"No, we're just delivering a
more competitive product
than anyone else."
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