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19 Old Placentia Road, Mount Pearl, Newfoundland AIN 4P4 Telephone (709) 364-9543 Fax (709) 364-7845

ColeRay Forwarding Limited, a fully owned Newfoundland Transportation Company, was formed nine years
ago. ColeRay is a freight forwarder and is providing an economical and reliable less than container load service from|
Quebec and Ontario to all points in d. Since its inception, it has ded and can now offer a
transportation link from the Maritime Provinces and all points in the United States to Newfoundland.

ColeRay is proud of its achievements over the yhears as hundreds of its customers can attest.

ColeRay asks you the dland Busi C ity to support your ONLY NEWFOUNDLAND
FREIGHT FORWARDING FIRM.

Keep Newfoundlanders working. Bring your valuable transportation dollars back into our economy.

If you require information on ColeRay please contact one of our following representatives.

Toronto (416) 321-3333 Maret
Montreal (514) 633-9422 Claude
Halifax (902) 468-7979 Elvis

St. John's (709) 364-9543 Nish or Mick

Avalon Industrial & Marine Supplies Ltd.

Rentals, Sales and Service
Fax: (709) 596-1918

Business (709) 596-7402 P.O. Box 1000, Industrial Park
Res: (709) 596-2071
(709) 596-6059 CARBONEAR, NFLD. AOA 1T0 (709) 596-6049
DISTRIBUTOR FOR: D, XY TI

The development of composite wood/epoxy has revolutionized the
use of wood as a boatbuilding material. The use of wood in boatbuilding
has declined dramatically to the point where it is only being used in a few
custom boats. Rot, paint peeling, instability, swelling and warping
caused high maintenance and sometimes a short life. A composite of

ST wood and epoxy resins, however, can overcome these problems, making
SYSTEMS wood competitive with modern materials in boatbuilding and creating a
EPOXY material thatoffers the best of both traditional wood and modern plastics.

The problems associated with wood in boatbuilding are virtually
all related to moisture coming and going from the wood. Encapsulating
wood with epoxy resin stabilizes the wood by preventing moisture from
reaching it, thereby eliminating the problems normally associated with
wooden boats.

Also Repairs to Hydraulic Hoses, Pumps and Gurdies.
We stock Hydraulic Valves, Pumps, Electric Clutches and Hydraulic Fittings,
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It's now several months after
the referendum, and Canadastillexists,
although our dollar is taking a
pounding. The United States has also
survived alandslide Democrat victory
without any obvious dire
consequences. Life goes on, and
history will tell whether either vote
made a difference one way or the
other. Leaders take their place in
history over the long term, not because
ofonehnleact.orevenonzblgone
How many of' allth

had expressed a willingness to take
over the helm. But that was not to be,
so I'm going to continue to try and put
outaquality Newfoundland magazine
at a time when selling magazine

than ever. I feel like I haven't got my

sea legs yet, but I'll keep heading out
from the dock until I do.

At least I don’t feel I'm
skippering a vessel without a crew

of those who set up Canada or who
signed the American declaration of
independence?

It's much more likely we'll
know who scored the winning goal for
Canada in 1972 or hit the first Blue
Jays World Series home run. Those
events are ingrained in our memory
because they meant something at the
time and still do. I guarantee the Blue
Jays World Series victory will get
more of a page in history than the
referendum vote.

So it’s about time our leaders
and elected representatives got back
to work on improving our living and
working conditions, and that doesn’t
mean feathering their nests or
wallpapering their offices, either.
Perhaps the premier and the minister

y Marie O’Neill, the friendly
voice you hear on the ‘phone, has
signed up for a year and managed the
business for me while I was off in
British Columbia pursuing interests in
my other sphere of business and in the
United Kingdom researching material
for the next two issues. Marie will be
in the office Tuesday to Friday every
week, and I’ll be in touch with her on
aregular basis. I can also count on the
expertise of Jeff Blackwood &
Associates to handle that other
important aspect of magazine
publishing - advertizing.

This issue profiles the area from
North Harbour to Swift Current,
Placentia Bay, with articles focussing
on its social and business history,
fishery and tourism potential. We also
have our regular Wild West Diary

of the should id
recycled material for their office walls,
which they hide behind when
importantissues like the Long Harbour
waste disposal project surface. The
referendum was yesterday’snews, and
it’s time to move on.

That's a maxim I'm following,
too. One reason why this issue is late
oommgout is that I needed a vacation
inE: d to recharge my b ies. I
had hoped this would be my last
editorial for Decks Awash, as others

and Earth h features, and two
articles submitted by readers, a trend I
hope to expand on over the next year.

Unfortunately, Canada Post is
continuing its policy of reducing mail
subsidies which means magazine
publishers will be paying more come
Apn.llsLBecauseoflhus Ihaveno

ive but to raise sub
to $20 for one year and $30 for two
years starting February 1. Any
subscriptions postmarked prior to then
will be accepted at the current rate.

Editorial

o2

ROGER BURROWS

"The Atlantic Puffin is now our

provincial bird. Like us, it will
have to suffer the consequences
of Hibernia andincreased tanker
traffic in our waters. This editor
hopes that there will always be
plenty of puffins to see in
Newfoundland, and not just on
sweatshirts and advertizing
boards."
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Letters

( Enclosed is my cheque to renew
my subscription.
Gus Rideout’s article “The

Bessie Marie” in the May-June 1992
issue was most interesting. While home
in Twillingate in July we went to Black

Island Harbour where she finally cama
to rest. I am enclosing a picture of
what remains of a wonderful ship.

Stuckless

I’m sure the article brought back
lots of memories for many people,
especially those of us who grew up in
Twillingate.

Ialsoread withinterest the article
on Tilt Cove in the July-August 1992
issue. In your research did you find any
reference to a forest fire in Tilt Cove in

A sad end to a fine ship - the Bessie Marie - the end of the line at Black Island Harbour photo courtesy B.M.

the late 1800s or early 1900s? I

remember my mother saying that her

grandfather, John Blandford, was

magistrate at Tilt Cove and broke his

hip at the time of the “Big Fire”!
Ienjoy yourmagazine very much.
“Bessie Marie” Stuckless
Brampton, ON

Ed: Becausetherewas very little
written history on the area, I didn't
find mention of a fire in Tilt Cove
itself, but I do recall that there was a
major fire throughout the Baie Verte
Peininsula aroundthat time. You'll be
pleased to see that Gus has provided
more memories for this issue. )

Congratulations again! Your last
issue was indeed back to the roots. 1
guess the older readers like it that way.
It was especially interesting to me
because, back when life was more
interesting, I knew most of the places
from Nippers Harbour to Shoe Cove.
Some ofthe world’s best small boatsmen
came from that area.

Best wishes for a successful
winter.
Gus Rideout

834-2051

LEDREW LUMBER CO. LTD.
A COMPLETE LINE OF BUILDING MATERIALS
LUMBER, ROOFING, WINDOWS
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING SUPPLIES ETC.
FREE DELIVERY & FREE ESTIMATES

IFBUSY CALL KELLIGREWS
834-4720 LONG POND
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Although the settlements at the bottom of Placentia Bay are fairly recent by Newfoundland standards, they do have
alink to the older island settlements of Placentia Bay. Many families moved from places like Long Island, Merasheen
and Flat Islands, as well as nearby Woody and Sound Islands. Some of the older families can, indeed, trace back their
ancestors to the 1600s and 1700s in Conception and Trinity Bays. The link to the Goobies-Burin Peninsula Highway
has provided more varied work opportunities, but the fishing traditions of the area remain, with North Harbour,
Garden Cove and, to a lesser extent, Swift Current, still pursuing the inshore fishery in traditional fishing grounds.

The various communities retain the fishing traditions of earlier days, as here in North Harbour.

North Harbour

There is no definite record of who
was the first settler in North Harbour,
butthe Bakers and Upshalls were almost
certainly among the early arrivals.
Family traditions state that the first Baker
family arrived in Harbour Buffett from
Wales and changed their name to
Upshall before moving to Little Harbour
in the early 1800s. There was certainly
aBaker listed in Colonial Office records
atPlacentiain 1724. The Upshall family
was represented by George Upshall at
Harbour Buffett in 1856 and Joseph
Upshall at Haystack in 1871. Family
tradition states that Sir Richard Rodway
from England jumped ship and settled
at Kingwell. John Rodway was listed
for Spencer’s Cove in 1854, and other
members of the family lived in Placentia
Bay in the next two decades.

intwo Roman Catholic familiesin 1874.
The six fishermen landed 90 quintals of
cod and a few salmon. By 1891, the
population had reached 25 in four
Church of England and Methodist
families. None of the nine children were
in school, and no landings were listed
for the community’s 12 fisherman-
farmers.

The community had, by 1911,

di lation to 154 resid:

110 of them rM;lhodisls and 44 Church
of England. Three schooners, totalling

77 tons, operated out of the community.
Its 59 fisherman-farmers landed 1,374
quintals of cod, and the 15 lobster
factorieshad 30 employees packing 103
cases, for a total landed fishery value of
$10,714. Residents also cut 650
wharfsticks, the only area community
to have other than firewood listed in the
census.

Growthhad slowed by 1935, when
there were 187 residents in 37 families,
and four factories and two businesses
listed. Ten years later, there were 151

L0 Beaton Sheppard
CJJd Associates Limited
Architects

P.0. Box 6023

7 Plank Road

St. John's, Newloundiand
Canada A1C 5X8

BEATON SHEPPARD, MRAIC

(709) 753-7132
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residents, including 99 United, 38

Church of England and 14 Pentecostal
dh The yearsafter Conf¢

saw a small increase as a result of

government resettlement programs. The

North Harbour road was built some
time in the early 1960s and paved in
1954. Kathleen Johnson's
granddaughter was the first child to
travel on the road.

An air of tranquility pervades the
community of North Harbour during
the early winter months, but the nets
will be ready when needed.

Quite a few residents work at
Hibernia, and there were 40 people
working at the National Sea plant in
Amold’s Cove until it closed. A few.
others work for the department of
highways and in construction. The
community is not specifically listed in
recent census documenmts, but the
population has remained fairly constant
since the 1960s despite uncertainties in
both nearby oil refinery and fishplant
operations.

Garden Cove

Although a long distance from
traditional fishing grounds, Garden
Cove had the obvious advantage of
having protection in the form of
surrounding hills and both Woody and
Sound Islands. Residents of Flat Islands
cut wood there for boat-building, and
fishermen from Sound Island were the
first to overwinter. The name comes
from the habit of these Sound Island

id ivating crops in sheltered

gardens.

Garden Cove did not appear as a
separate community until 1945,
although the settlement dates back 70

I

Victory Pentecostal Church stands behind fishing sheds in North Harbour- traditional values remain strong in the
area.
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years before that. The first year-round
settlers came mainly from Long Island,
Placentia Bay, and from Conception
Bay in the late 1800s, the first being
Hedley Brinston and his family from
Conception Bay in 1875. Chesley
Wareham arrived in 1880 at just two
weeks old. The Warehams had arrived
from Dorset in the late 1700s, with the
first regional mention being of John
‘Wareham at Spencer's Cove in 1871.
William and James Stacey arrived at the
same time. They all came from
Kingwell, the small fishing community
onLong Island west of Harbour Buffett,
Dicks and Jarvis families from Flat
Island wintered to build boats in the
sheltered location.

There were about 20 residents by
1890. Lockyer families arrived in Trinity
Bay in the mid-1700s and had reached
Placentia Bay by 1835, when William
Lockyer was at Isle Valen. The
Jamiesons of Harbour Grace built a
herring factory in the 1890s. Fresh-
frozen and salted herring maintained
many families over the winter, with

most going as bait to New England
fishing vessels that gathered in greater
numbers.

H. Brown, who observed the
activity in the late 1800s, wrote, “The
Placentia Bay fishery...was carried on
primarily at the bottom of the Bay in the
‘Reach’ between the mainland and
Barren, Woody and Sound Islands and
the inlet leading into Swift
Current...where herring nets...could be
used very efficiently.” In 1890, there
were at Jeast a dozen American vessels
loading salt herring and hundreds of
menatwork. The herring factory stopped
production in the early 1900s.

By 1920, there were aboutadozen
families in residence. Garden Cove was
always a Methodist community whose
residents continued to worship at the
church on Sound Island until the local
school was builtin 1926 and doubled as
a church. The school, which operated
for five months each year, had 12-15
pupils in the 1920s - during the other
five months of schooling pupils took
their lessons on Sound Island. The first

teacher was Martha Stacey. The first
full school year was offered in 1941, but
the firstaccredited teacher did not arrive
until 1953, when Annie Stacey took
over. In 1945, 57 people lived in the
community and had five horses for
farming and winter woods work. The
single cow owned by an older lady
produced 300 gallons of milk in 1944.

Several of the 13 Sound Island
families who moved to Garden Cove
floated their homes by using oil drums
and motor-boats. Many Sound Island
residents chose Garden Cove in the
resettlementof the 1950s, partly because
other families had floated their family
homes there in the previous decade. The
extension of aroad linking Garden Cove
to the Goobies highway in the early
1950s helped convince people to move.
By 1956, there were 102 residents, and
the United church building was moved
to Garden Cove from Sound Island. The
first four ministers were Messrs. Jarvis,
Beecham, Perry and Osbourne. The
Pentecostal residents of Swift Current
never did gain a hold in Garden Cove,

The waterfront in Garden Cove -- the mists stay away.
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and the one Pentecostal family moved
to Swift Current later.

Eli Warecham had set up a store in
the 1940s, and E.H. Beck and Sydney
Crocker both opened branch stores in
Garden Cove in 1954.

The Beck store remained, but
Crocker’s store was replaced by that of
S.G. Hollett in 1965. The government
whatf was completed in 1958, and the

t0126in 1961, incl
two families from Jack's Sound. The
school had 39 pupilsin 1960, but, a year
later, the bus took secondary students to
Swift Current. The school continued to
have Grades 1-6 and had 20 pupils in
1969.

In the 1960s, fish was trucked
fresh to Amold's Cove, and there were
20 inshore fishermen listed in 1957. A
fish plant built by a Nova Scotia firm in
1967 salted herring for shipping to St.
John's, but it soon stopped production.
In the late 1960s, six families arrived
from Woody Island, boosting the
population to 155 by 1969, and four
more families were ready to join them
from Woody Island.

Residents had to travel to Come-
by-Chance by boat and then take the
railway to St. John's. There was also a
steamer service operating in Placentia
Bay. The telephone system reached
Garden Cove in 1968 and hydro power
was supplied from Bay d'Espoir.

There were enough penple to

ge door-to-di
Juding Paul M o :
Bay, nlcknamed “puff-and- blow
because his suitcases were so heavy he
was always puffing and blowing trying
to carry them around.

James Vardy was another
travelling salesman who sold to local
merchants until the 1970s.

Many residents worked for CN
Telecommunications (later Terra Nova
Tel), or worked at the newly-opened
Come-by-Chance oil refinery in the early
1970s.

Garden Cove has not grown at the
same rate as North Harbour and Swift
Current, and it no longer has its own
school. In 1982, students attended Long
Valley All-Grade Integrated School in
Swift Current.

L SOUND ISLAND }

The Eddy family first arrived on Sound Island in the early 1800s and may
have been fishing there as early as 1810. Although there is no official first date
of settlement, Henry Beck was a resident of Sound Island by 1835, probably
having moved from St. Lawrence where the family was listed in the early 1800s.
The Holletts arrived in Newfoundland in the early 1800s and also had a
plantation at Sound Island in 1835. Family tradition states that members of the
Adey family of Bristol arrived at Hant's Harbour, where some members then
changed their name to Eddy and settled in Trinity and Placentia Bays. The first
local mention was of Samuel Eddy of Sound Island in 1851. Family tradition
states that the first Gilbert family from Devon settled at Haystack in the early
1800s. Family members had spread to other Placentia Bay communities by the
mid-1800s, including John Gilbert of Sound Island in 1861. The Smiths were
certainly one of the older families on Sound Island.

‘The first mention of the Beazley family was at Burin in 1805, but the first
local mention was of Gabriel Beazley at Sound Island in 1871. The first
members of the Giles family reached Newfoundland in the late 1700s, with
Thomas Giles listed for Sound Island in 1871. The Masters arrived from Dorset
as early as 1687, with William Masters listed for Placentia in 1794 and Samuel
Masters fishing from Sound Island in 1871. Family tradition states that Charles
Stacey settled at Rushoon in the mid-1800s. He is listed there in 1871, with
‘Thomas Stacey at Sound Island the same year. David Stacey, who wrote the
only local history in 1969, recounted a local story about a young man on Sound
Island who was courting a young lady from Jeffries Cove on the other side of
the Island.

Now this young man would dress up each night in his finest clothes and
walk out to visit the young lady. However, this particular night, the boys in
Sound Island had a little surprise waiting for him when he started to walk down
the hill into Jeffries Cove. They had placed rhine of the trees from the top of the
hill to the bottom and had covered the rhine with blubber. When their
unfortunate victim stepped on the first piece of rhine, he came off his feet and
slid down the hill on his back, all to the great amusement of the boys from Sound
Island.

In 1874, Sound Island was the largest community in the region with 237
residents in 48 families. The 42 Roman Catholics had built a church, and had
apriestin residence, but the 195 Wesleyans had not, suggesting later arrival. 25
children were in school. The settlement had two merchants, and the 97
fishermen landed 4,331 quintals of cod.

By 1891, there were 288 residents in 70 families. Of these, 237 were
Methodists, 46 Roman Catholics and five Church of England. The Roman
Catholic church was no longer listed although it was probably also used as a
school, but the Methodists had both a church and a school on the island. The

ity also had tv h wo g workers, three office staff
and a fisherman-farmer. A total of 67 fishermen took part in the inshore fishery,
landing 7,420 barrels of herring from three schooners and inshore boats. The
four lobster factories employed 43 people to pack 1,148 cases of lobsters. The
total value of the fishery in 1890 was $19,500.

At ts peak in the early 1900s, Sound Island had as many as 400 people,
mostly the old Methodist stock, some of whom lived in other communities.
There was a herring factory and a very viable fishery. A.H. Murray had premises
there and American vessels would come to buy herring in December and
January. The island’s settlements reached their peak in 1911, when there were
293 mainly Methodist residents, including a clergyman, a teacher, a mcmhant
witha29: h four office clerks, two gov staff,

_ (Continued on page 9) )
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a factory worker and 13 otherwise
employed. The 27 fisherman-farmers
landed 1,801 quintals of cod and 676
barrels of herring. The 11 factories
packed 71 cases of lobsters, and the
total value of the fishery in 1910 was
$13912.

Placentia Bay. Some Sound Islanders
moved to Swift Current, but many of the
Black River pulp mill workers were
from Sound Island, and they eventually
settled their families in Garden Cove, to
be followed by fishing families. Later
on, residents went for work to Twin

Falls, Labrador City and Churchill Falls.
Black River

Family tradition states that the
family name of Gosney isalocal variant
of a Guernsey name, with the first local
mention being of Alfred Goosney at

By 1935, the number of residents
had dropped to 178 in40 families. There
were five businesses listed and a large
factory. The community also had two
schooners and an auxiliary schooner,
and people would ship their fish on
‘Wareham schooners. In the 1940s, many
family heads left home to work on the
American bases at Argentia, Torbay
and Stephenville, on the roads, in the
woods with Bowaters and the AND
Company, and for CN
Telecommunications. A total of 135
residents remained in 1945.

Confederation brought greater
opportunities working on government

projects. In the first half of the 1950s,
108 Sound lesndenls in 12 families

ininner

fr WOODY ISLAND 3

The Slades arrived from Devon and Somerset in the early 1800s, with
James Slade one of the first fisherman at Woody Island by 1835 and later at
Harbour Buffett in 1854. Family tradition states that Robin Barrett settled at
Trepassey in the late 1700s before moving to Woody Island, but there is no
mention there prior to 1871.

‘Woody Island had 91 residents, including two born in England, in 1874.
Of these, 57 were listed as Church of England, with 26 Wesleyans and eight
Roman Catholics. The 31 fishermen landed 914 quintals of cod. By 1891, the
population had risen to 128 in 31 families, mcludmg 7 Mclhodlsls 47 Church
of England and four Roman Catholics. Both major d:
and the local school had 13 of 28 children attending classes. One merchant
operated the lobster factory, where 46 employees packed 1,202 cases of
lobsters. The 30 fishermen landed 510 quintals of cod and 1,980 barrels of
herring for a total fishery worth $11,850.

In 1911, there were 263 mainly M i id but also i
were 21 Church of England, five Roman Catholics, and three Salvation Army.
There were three merchants and one office clerk listed for the island. Its 37
fisherman-farmers landed 981 quintals of cod and 31 barrels of herring, and the
15 lobster factories packed 149 cases, for a total landed value for the fishery of
$8,946, about 60% that of Sound Island.

By 1935, Woody Island had 290 residents in 70 families. One business

While most area residents have chosen to build their houses to traditional
designs, one Black Harbour resident has selected a more modern design in an
idyllic setting.

Black River in 1871. Gabriel Gilbert
was listed for Black River in 1871.
There are no mentions in Seary prior to
that date.

There were 41 residents in six
families listed in 1874, including two
born in England and one in Canada, and
one man listed as an Indian. They
comprised 20 Roman Catholics, eight
Wesleyans, seven Kirk and six Church
of England. The 10 fishermen landed
468 quintals of cod and six tierces of
salmon. The population had doubled in
1891 to 85 residents in 15 families,
including 47 Roman Catholics, 25
Methodists, 11 Church of England and
two Presbyterians. None of the 30 local
children were in school. 32 fisherman-
farmers landed 170 quintals of cod and
630 barrels of herring.

The first pulp mill in
Newfoundland was built at Black River.
John Harvey organized the

dland Wood Pulp Company

was listed for the island. Ten years later, there were 298 mostly United

although 18 Pentecostal followers were listed. Woody Island had been
incorporated in 1963 but had nine families moved from Woody Island to Garden
Cove in 1968-70 and there were just 10 residents in 1981. Although fishermen
continue to use traditional fishing grounds and there is a seasonal operation from

Cprll to January, there are no longer any permanent residences on the islnnd.J

and built his mill in 1897. George Eddy
knows of a painting by a Pasadena
resident of the original pulp mill at
Black River, anditis owned by someone
in Swift Current. There was talk of
building | pulp mill, butitwas

9



Decks Awash

never started, and the Harvey mill closed
six years later after several water
shortages. The mill closure brought the
1911 population down to 40
including 20 Methodists, 10 Roman
Catholics and 10 Church of England.
The 14 fisherman-farmers landed 185
q 1s of cod, and two packed
15 cases of lobsters for a total fishery
value of $1,465.

By 1935, there were 16 residents
inthree families, and ten years later, just
eight residents, all but one Roman
Catholics. The community has increased
slightly in size since the paving of the
road, but there are still few families.

Swift Current

The original name of the
settlement was Piper’s Hole. The first
visitors are reputed to have come from
Trinity Bay in the late 1700s. They built
winter cabins for trapping, hunting and
woodcutting. Fishermen from the
various inner Placentia Bay islands
regularly moved to the mainland to cut,
wood and hunt caribou up the Piper's
HoleRiver. Thatname is said to originate
from a legend of a battle between the
French and English in the 1700s in
which a slain French soldier returned as
a ghost playing a pipe. David Stacey
related the legend in a local history
written in 1969.

One Frenchman was killed in this
encounter and, for some unknown
reason, his spirit lingered in the Valley.
For some years later the villagers were
1o hear this spirit piping mournful notes,
but only in the evening and on the wings
of a north-east wind would the
melancholy strains reach the ears of the
villagers. The story is told of the crowd
of deer hunters who actually danced to
the sound of the pipes. For this reason
the people said that the valley was
haunted by the phantom piper. Hence
they called the valley Piper’s Hole, a
name it still carries to this day.

Family tradition indicates that a
Barrington arrived from Nova Scotia in
the 1880s to survey a telegraph line
from Piper's Hole to Placentia. His son,
Thomas Francis Barrington, was born
at Piper's Hole about 1900. Another

story has John Barrington listed as a

The hills surrounding Swift Current may not ring with the sound of bagpipes

Micmac trapper who was one of the first
settlers prior to 1905 and lived to the
ripe old age of 103. A Frenchmam, John
Martin, is also said to have lived in the
area.
The first definite year-round
residents were the Becks, Crockers and
Smiths. The Smiths were fishermen,
and four brothers, Isaac, John, Robert
and Samuel, settled in the 1890s. The
Crockers were residents of Trinity Bay
in the late 1700s but did not reach
Placentia Bay until the mid-1800s. Four
Crockerbrothers, George, Henry, James
and John, arrived from Adeytown to
build sawmills, also around 1890. The
Becks were engaged in fishing and
trapping, and joined the Crockers in the
early 1890s.
John Crocker owned the first
waterwheel and had several mills in the

but they provide a pleasant backdrop to a peaceful scene.

Swift Current area.

Lumber was taken to Come-by-
Chance or Arnold’s Cove and shipped
by rail to Harvey and Company in St.
John's. By 1911, there were 89 mainly
Methodist residents. The 16 fisherman-
farmers landed 325 quintals of cod and
70barrels of herring, and the four lobster
factories packed 34 cases of lobsters,
for a total fishery value of $2,770. The
coastal boats operated until the winter
ice came in, after which the only travel
was by dog team or horse and sled. A
railroad connection from Goobies,
started in 1913 and slated to connect
with Grand Bank, was interrupted by
the First World War and never
continued. There were 99 residents in
22 families, with one business listed in
1935.

10
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Swift Current has always been a Methodi ity. Residents now worship at Bethany United Church.

Family tradition states that
Al der Jami from Peterhead
Scotland, moved from Harbour Grace
to Placentia around 1894. One of his
d d: Roger Jami runs the

for a year and then retired from politics. | to write his memoirs.

In 1982, Jamieson was appointed These were not finished when he
Canadian High Commissioner in | died, but two volumes have been
London before retiring to Swift Current | published posthumously.

Kilmory Resort just outside Swift
Current.
Although several Jamieson family
members have achieved a measure of
fame, the most celebrated was Don
Jamieson who established the
Newfoundland Broadcasting Company
with Geoff Stirling after Confederation.
He was the first station manager of
CION radio in 1951, and the first TV
station was on air in 1955. In 1963,
i was app dwoath
committee to study Canadian
broadcasting and published The
Troubled Airin 1966. Heentered politics
that year and won a federal by-election
in Burin-Burgeo. His first Cabinet
appointment was in 1968 and he served
in various positions until hi i
in 1979 to lead the provincial Liberal
party in Newfoundland. He won his seat

in ie, but the party
He served as Leader of the Oppositi

BAY BULLS TRADING CO. LTD.

"Everything for the inshore fishery"
Call us at

(709) 576-4058 or 59 in St. John's
(709) 334-2929 in Bay Bulls

Or visit one of one hundred
distributors who sell our fishing
equipment throughout
Newfoundland and Labrador.

""We support the inshore fishery''
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i3 Head ‘em out

One of the most astonishing events in Newfoundland history took

A sad reminder of the recession at Swift Current - a boat for sale and a stage in need of repair.
2\

Other area families

The first Smiths arrived in
foundland in the late 1600s,

place in 1964, yet few people know of it. The “Great Newfoundland
Cattle Drive” went ahead that year after a trial run three years before.

In 1960, a Saskatchewan rancher named Harold Lees obtained a
lease from the Newfoundland government for grazing land on a boggy
region of the southern Burin Peninsula. The next year, he brought 125
head of Hereford beef cattle by train all the way from Saskatchewan to
Goobies, and then by cattle drive to Spanish Room near Marystown.
They thrived, so Lees formed the Flying L Ranch Company in 1963 and
planned the importation of another 1,000 head of cattle. They arrived at
Goobies the next year by the same means used in 1961, and the herd was
driven over aseveral-day period by way of Swift Current to the pastureland
set aside for them.

Unfortunately, less than a quarter of the anticipated pastureland had
been developed, so hay had to be brought in from Canada for three
successive winters. These additional costs, and the losses attributed to
cattle deaths from eating sheep laurel [goowiddy] and marsh grasses,
getting trapped in bogs and being rustled by area residents, led to the

pany’s liquidation. Lees appealed the liquidation but lost his case in
court. He resurfaced later as the Flying L Ranch Company and talked
about raising a beef x buffalo cross [beefalo], but nothing came of that.
His son, Grant Lees, formed the Golden Bay Ranch at St. Bride’sin 1981,

but, like his father’s company, it soon failed.

although the origin of the first Placentia
Bay Smithsis said to have beena Brown
who deserted ship and became the first
settler at Rock Harbour around 1800.
James Smith was listed for Placentia in
1803. The surname of Fiander is said to
originate from Viant, or seller of fish,
with the Devon variant of Vyander noted
as early as 1524, although the Fiander
family is said to have been of Welsh
origin with the first settler at English
Harbour prior to 1835.

The Reid family arrived in
Newfoundland in the early-mid 1700s
and reached Placentia Bay from Hant's
Harbour, although the first mention for
Placentia Bay was of Stephen Reid of
Old Placentiain 1857. The first members
of the Dean(e) family listed for

dland were in C Bay
by the 1700s, but theirarrival in Placentia
Bay was in the third quarter of the
1800s. The Best family originated in
Kent, England, but emigrated to Ireland
in the 1600s and arrived in

12
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The other side of the region - bogland and coniferous forest - stretches out to the hills of the Burin Peninsula.

Newfoundland in the early 1800s.
Several Best families were fishermen
and planters at Merasheen in 1871.
Other families now living in the
area appear to have arrived after 1871.
These include families in one or more of
the four existing The first

of the Pearce family are for the Southern
Shore in the 1670s. The most likely
origin of the Pe(a)vie families is Devon,
and Price families arrived in
Newfoundland from Wales in the 1800s.
The Snow family first settled in

Bailey families were listed for
Newfoundland in the last quarter of the
1600s, the first Butts lived in Conception
Bay in the early 1700s, and the Crann
family lived in Conception Bay from
the early 1700s, there are no local
mentions prior to 1871. The first
Framptons were found in Trinity in 1760
and family members were widespread
in the mid-1800s. Hoben is a variant of
the Irish Hoban family. The Hodders
were present in Trinity Bay in the late
1700s, and the first Hussey families had
arrived in Conception Bay in the late
1600s.

The first Johnsons may have
arrived in Newfoundland in the late
1600s, with one branch of the family
moving from Conception Bay after
1871. Loder is a Dorset family name
first mentioned at Bay de Verde in 1800.
The March family was centred in Trinity
Bay in the 1800s, and the first i

Conception Bay in the late 1600s.
Reading list
Encyclopedia of Newfoundland
& Labrador. Vols 1, 2 & 3. ed. JR.

Smallwood. Newfoundland Book
Publishers (1967) Limited. St. John's.
1981, 1984 & 1990.

Seary, E.R. Family Names of the
Island of Newfoundland. Memorial
University of dland. St.John's.
1977.

Stacey, David. “The History of
Garden Cove”. student paper. Maritime
History Group. 1969.

POWER
SMART

1800 567 8700
NEWFOUNDLAND POWER
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Transport
[£LELE]

Canadian
Coast Guard

Transports
[ZLEE]

Garde cotiére
canadlenne

EXTENDED OFF-AIR PERIOD FOR CAPE RACE LORAN-C STATION

The Cape Race Loran-C Station In Newloundiand wil be off-ar for
spprosimally 25 doys, sariog Jfy 18, 198, 8 par of o maor
refurbishment now under Substantisl it

way.
mhhmunmdv!mnmn)n—m‘
will necessitate the transmitters.

MW Cape Fiace. Thess aterations wil ensure
the continued operation of the station in sl westher condtions and the

DM
mu;mhmuuu&uﬁ
LORAN" stnds for L0og BAnge Neiatn.The Loran-C st

-nn.n-qcnuvzzzzuyu-n that aflows users o determine their
n on land -C receivers.
Signals are using transmitting stations, of which Canada has

‘synchronization
with similer stations in the USA to provide coverage of Canada’s east

offt Newfoundland will still be available through use of the rate 5330 M-
X-Z (Carfbou-Nantucket-Fox Harbour) triad. See Figure 1.

For the users of the Labrador Sea Chain, Rate 7930, there will be no

users can utllize Cross Chain Coverage Is substantially less than that
normally coversd by the Rate 7830 Chaln, however, It Is st significant.
;o.'mrm 1. The procedure for using cross chain coverage Is as

1) Gbtahn o shle e of posion usng the 8930 -2 pak
arfbou-Fox Harbour by locking o the pair and

2 Obtain & second single fine of position using the 7930 M-W
pal (Fox Harbour-Angissoa) by locking your recelver to that

pele ] 9
3)  The Infersection of these two lines will indicate your position
within 1/4 nautical mile If you perform the above operation

3

The Loran-C Transmitting Station st Cape Race, has
been in sarvice since 1965, Todsy, the Canadian Coest Guard Is st
providing & LoranC sgralfrom the ergna ransmiting sqprmert,

Loran-C
hn—ﬂmummnmmm-u
constructing &

jpurchasing new transmitting equipment
mnummmnnmmm
‘transmitting antenna.

To perform ol these changes, the Cape Race Loran-G Station, which
s the Whiskey rate 7930)
MMM"“WMQ'MC.IG'IEMMM&II.
5930), will be off-alr for approximately 25 days. The effect on the
Loran-C users during this off-alr period Is thet coverage from the two
Loran-C chains will be reduced.

For the users of the Canadian East Coast Chaln, rate 5930, thers wil
be no pormal Latitude/Longitude mwm-m
spproximately due East of St John's,

‘mile or befter cen be expected.

Mariners n the walers off southern Nova Scotla towards
George's Bank, vl sifl recelve Loran-C coverage by using Northeast
USA Chaln, Rate 9960, M-W-X- triad (Seneca-Carlbou-Nantuckef). See
Figure 2.

The Canadian Coast Guard regrets the inconvenlence caused by
the loss of signal from Loren-C Station Cape Race, during this off-air
period. Upon completion of the oft-alr perlod, servics o the users wil
be more reflable, the operating cost o the public will be reduced; and
safety to the station personnel will be improved. Advance notices are

parties to reduce

mmnmmmmnmm

the Impact on the Loran
vsers.

NORTHEAST U.S, (9880)
T 4ol

Tigurs 3
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the area today

North Harbour

Early returns
Earl Johnson

Although Earl Johnson, 42, has
been an eloquent spokesman for inshore
fishermen in the Bonavista-Trinity-
Placentia area for many years, he didn't
actually start work as a full-time
fisherman until 1978. His family had,
however, always been involved in the
fishery, and Earl went out in the boat
with his father Maxwell, who died last
April, from the age of 14. So fishing’sin
his blood.

“Iwentto Toronto for three years,
and then served on the CNR charter
boats,” Earl explains. “I was seven or so
years on the charter boats operated by
Puddister Trading Company, including
two years on the Strait of Belle Isle, and
1 was also three years on the southwest
coast. My main route was between
Argentia and Port aux Basques. It took
two weeks to take the full route, so I
might get a day at home before the next
trip. Some guys might go six months
without getting home."

Earl’s been fishing full time 14
years now. The boat he's using is a 34-
ft. trap skiff, but he also have a 22-ft.
boat for lobsters and he’s repairing a45-
ft. boat for this year. People pretty much
fish the same areas as they always have.
Earl comes from Spencer’s Cove on
Long Island and fishes the Bread and
Cheese area.

“I used to fish from St. John's
and Trepassey, but I just fish the bottom
of the bay now. My boat's 44 years old,
built by my father the year before I was
born, and and it’s been used for 20-odd
years non-stop.”

Earl's mother, Kathleen, was a
Gardiner from Barton, near Clarenville.
The Gardiners and the Johnsons came
from England, and other families arrived

from Ireland. Enderley was a Roman

Catholic community and the families
all moved to South Harbour, and the
Baker's Cove families went to
Fairhaven.

Like many other families, the
Johnson family moved to North Harbour
from Long Island in the 1960s. Most of
the people moved to Amold’s Cove in
1964, but others moved to North Harbour
and have remained. North Harbour is
about twice the size it was back in 1964
when 45 families came from Woody
Island and other island settlements.

school, and that’s where I went to
school,” Earl explains.

Earl fishes year-round as much
ashecan, although January and February
are usually months off. Last year, he
was able to fish until the ice came in in
February.

“I start with lobsters, and when
that'sover, Iset gill nets until the winter,”
Earl says. “Tused two cod traps last year
buthaven'tused trawls for several years.
Most of the fishermen here are gill-net
fishermen, and it's very much ‘make-
and-break’ with them, although some
people have used seines. We use herring
mainly for bait.”

The decline in the herring fishery
was dramatic and Earl has no problem
identifying the cause.
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“Herring stocks were cleaned up
by seiners in the early 1980s,” he
emphatically states. “They came here
after doing the same thing on the south
coast, then the southwest coast. First the
75-ft.-120-ft. boats took the stocks and
then the small boats finished things off.
I was a fisheries observer for a while
and saw what they could do.”

Hibernia was the biggest concern

question of fisheries policy that led to
the formation of the Inshore Fishermen's

hich

p
Trinity, Bonavista and Placentia Bays,
and to Earl’s involvement in the
Fishermen's Union for four years. Years
of lobbying are starting to pay off.
“Government is finally paying
attention to its scientists,” Earl says,
but, in his opinion, the 3Ps quota of

when Earl first became i with
the Come-by-Chance AreaFishermen's
Cs i which has bers from
Fair Haven to Swift Current. It was set
up by Community Futures and there
were steady meetings 1985-89.

“We were able to get decisions
made on our terms,” Earl reports with
satisfaction, and he hasn't let things
slideas sooften happens. “I'll be talking
at a meeting in St. John's next week.
The oil refinery at Come-by-Chance
hasn'thad an effect yet, but things would
be a lot different if there was a spill in
the lobster season.”

The recent events regarding the
Shetlands oil spill and Hibernia will

inly Earl's ion in
the coming months, but it was the whole

20,000tons may

can take. “It's been at 45,000 tons for
some time and we never caught more
than half of it. Our problem is that the
quota will be caught by the middle of
the summer, and then we have no fish to
catch. It would have been much better to
cutitback six orseven years ago, because
there may not be enough fish now to
survive.

“The Northern Cod Moratorium
has been a blessing for many fishermen
in that it supplied a guaranteed income
to people who have experienced very
poor fisheries for several years. We
have 18-20 fishermen both here and in
Garden Cove, and there are six in Swift
Current.”

There are usually a few salmon

each year, 150-200 or so, but there's no
market for them. About 75-80% of
salmon fishermen in North Harbour sold
their licences when they had the chance.
Capelin came a bit late here in the
summer of 1992, and they were a lot
smaller than usual.

For now, the life of a Placentia
Bay fisherman goes on more or less as
usual, Earl was out in mid-November
and brought back just five fish, and few
are bigger than five pounds. Fishermen
sometimes get mackerel but not too
often, and there's been no squid since
1981 or 1982, just a few scattered ones
for bait.

Prospects are not good for the
remaining full-time fishermen, but they
can count on Earl representing their
interests as vehemently as in the past.
He isn't prepared to give up on
government just yet.

“Things could be turned around
if they don't go back to the draggers,”
he emphasises. “If they do, the fishery
might only last a few months. About
80% of the trap fish are small, even
more on the draggers. That’s going to
take time to correct.”

North Harbour hasn't changed much during Earl's lifetime - fishing remains an important occupation for

residents.

%

e

local
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At your Beck and call

As you drive through Swift
Current and take in the glorious view
over the tranquil water, it's easy to miss
a small store on the right-hand side of
the road. Its owner is Frank Beck and he
has a long connection with Swift
Current, although his family first lived
on Sound Island. Frank runs the HD
Beck general store. His house was on
the opposite shore of the bay but was
floated over and now stands right next
to his store.

The H.D. stands for Henry
Douglas Beck, Frank's father, who ran
a store he started in his early twenties.
He also operated the telegraph office
and acted as mail carrier for some 40
years until his retirement in 1974. The
present postmistress, Ruby Barrington,
recalls that he had the first vehicle and
the first TV in the community as well as
its only telephone.

Henry Douglas also had a
windcharger on his shop to charge up
wet batteries, and the light he left on
would guide many a fishermen in to
safety. Losing his arm in atrain accident

Frank Beck enjoys serving both local
customers and visitors in his Swift
Current store.

(Photo courtesy The Packer)

Frank Beck

didn’t slow him down, and he operated
ataxiserviceregardless. Henry Douglas
died in 1985 at the age of 84.

Frank helped his father with the
mail for the last 20 years of his service.

“There havebeenalotof changes
since those days,” he admits, “not the
least of which is the road. When we
delivered the mail it was just a cow
path” [ED. quiteliterally: see BOX Head
‘em out!] I've been at this location 11
years, and there's not a lot of business
with Clarenville so close. I have a few
regulars, and in the summer I get a fair
number of tourists dropping in. A lot of
people say how beautiful it is here, and

Thave to agree.”

Indeed, hedoesn'tdispute Roger
Jamieson's statement that, “This is the
most beautiful spot on the Burin
Peninsula.”

There is a general belief that,
whatever the weather is like anywhere
else on the Burin Peninsula Highway,
it's sure to be fine in Swift Current. This
certainly proved to be the case on my
visit.

ED. This story, and portions of
the history, were written with the help
of an article by David Sorensen in The
Packet.
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Garden Cove

island

Loyola Pomeroy
of Island
Rendezvous

There was a time in the not-too-
distant past when boarding a boat in

1980s, when Loyola Pomeroy of

Garden Cove was an everyday
occurence forresidents of Woody Island
in Placentia Bay. It was the only means
of getting around with no roads to talk
of. In fact, Woody Island was a typical
bustling Placentia Bay outport fishing
community of nearly 400 people. Many
of those people left in the 1940s and
1950s, and, by the 1970s, Woody Island
had suffered the fate of so many such
islandsas a * ! ity".

Merasheen paid a visit.

Loyola, 44, who lives in Mount
Pearl with his wife Judy and two children
aged 7 and 14, was looking for placesto
build cabins and stumbled upon Woody
Island. It had always been a favourite
among boaters because of its good
weather conditions and accessability,
so docking facilities were already in
place. The island is almost totally
surrounded by land and is never
stormbound, which makes it an ideal

Placentia Bay fishermen
continued to set traps and nets in their
traditional fishing grounds but there
were only a few houses until the late

location to take people who worry about
getting seasick.
Loyola’s tour boat is the M/V

Merasheen, which is a 42-ft. Cape

Loyola Pomeroy is a busy man these days -- there's always something to
check up on in the tourism business.
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The Merasheen heads out to Woody Island with its full complement of visitors aboard.

Islander captained by his brother Gary.
It was originally built for either fishing
or Coast Guard duties, and is anexcellent
tour boat for the sheltered waters of
inner Placentia Bay.

“I had the boat but couldn’t
justify keeping it,” Loyola recalls, “so I
was looking to build a cabin or two in
addition to the one I had on Merasheen.
When I stopped at Woody Island I
realized I would build one big one there.
There’s never a problem with the
weather.”

The Garden Cove-Swift Current
area has the reputation of being sunny
when neighbouring Placentia Bay
settlements are socked in with fog.

boat trips, many local fishermen who
summeron the islands share experiences
with visitors, yet another added bonus.

“It’s an ideal area for cod-
jigging,” Loyola adds, “and everyone
gets a chance to try their luck. We also
get humpback whales coming in after
the herring and that's a thrill for our
passengers, 100.”

(Photo courtesy Loyola Pomeroy)

Everything is run by a generator which
goes on at night unless kerosene lamps
are used. The flavour of the 1950s is
maintained.

The only entertainment is
traditional Newfoundland music or the
more intimate sounds of the saltwater.
Since everything isincluded in the price,
including the return boat trip,

Home base for Island | accommodations, all meals, the Day-
Rendezvous visitors is the 16-bedroom | On-The-Bay, cod-jigging and any on-
itionally-styled homeon | island activities, th joni 1

Woody Island. It's a far cry from
Loyola's original idea of a small cabin.
“People thinkit's alot older than
itis,” Loyola points out, “but this was a
completely new building. I made it look
hat old-fashioned and used old

That’s an imp ideration and
there aren't days when Island
Rendezvous can't operate its Day-On-
The-Bay tour of resettled communities
where house remains can still be seen.
On Woody Island itself, there are plenty
of places to visit in the way of old
graveyards, a beautiful sandy beach and
places to search for mussels. On the

windows and doors. It's my own design
built around a kitchen with practicality
in mind, and I built an addition for
1992.”

With no electricity supplied to
the island, there are some amenities
visitors have to forego, such as TVS,
but that's part of the attraction.

with families, couples and groups.
Everyone likes the unique atmosphere
of visiting a resettled community.

Island Rendezvous operated for
two weeks in 1989, and all season the
last three years. The operation usually
goes from April to mid-November,
although in 1992-93 Loyola had a New
Year's party.

Most people stay for two days
and the M/V Merasheen is on the water
every single day. Loyola has done a lot
of advertizing on radio and in The
Evening Telegram and word is getting
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around. interest, far more than provincial tourism If you want a two-day adventure
*“1 planned for a summer season | people anticipated. that will provide enough memories to
operation,” Loyola admits, “but the "The economy has held things | last a liftime, this is the place for

season has extended well beyond that | back, soIhaven’tdonequiteasmuchas | you...and for me - I plan to return with
and I still have trips going out after | I would have liked, but I expect things | a friend some time in the future.
Christmas. There’s been a lot of local | to pick up again.”

(Photo courtesy Loyola Pomeroy)
Home base for Island Rendezvous guests is the hospitality home and its annex on Woody Island.

Birding in Atlantic Canada

by Roger Burrows

Volume 3
Acadia/l'Acadie
now available

Paperhack
$16.95

Paperback $14.95

ISBN 0-920502-91-1 (vol. 2)
0-920502-87-3 (set)

Birding in Atlantic Canada is a three volume set, providing a complete guide for the novice or experienced

birdwatcher. The author, Roger Burrows, has been an avid birdwatcher since 1953 and his Newfoundland

guidebook will take the reader on a detailed site tour of coastline, dense forests, hills and barrens where birding

'hot’ spots have been identified.

ISBN 0-920502-89-X (vol.1)
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Swift Current

'‘Eddy'fying memories

George Eddy

Although there's no written
history of Swift Current available at the
moment, residents shouldn't have too
long to wait for one. George Eddy, a
teacher at the local school, is working
on one, having been supplied with a lot
of information by Mrs. Maude Stacey.
The Eddy family came from England,
but George hasn't been able to trace
them back beyond what's in Seary's
Family Names of the I:land of
Newfoundland. He has to
other early families, too.

“My mother's family were
Becks, but they’re not related to the
Swift Current Becks atall,” he explains,
adding, “My wife comes fromadifferent
family of Becks who also came from

England and have connections to
Germany. The Becks arrived with the
Crockers, whocame from the Adeytown
area of Trinity Bay in the late 1800s.

“The Crockers and Becks came
here to log and trap, having discovered
Piper’s Hole provided a good water
supply. There were several mills in the
area, including an old mill by the old
railway tracks which were then taken
up and the base used as the road bed. My
wife’s father had a mill at what's now
called Gull Pond. There were more built
in Swift Current when gasoline power
was used. They did cut some pit props,
but there's not much information on
that.”

Inthewi ime, peopl their

square miles, was cut out very early, as
was Woody Island, which is even
smaller. Many of these families livedon
these two islands at the bottom of the
bay. George was, in fact, born on Sound
Island in 1941.

Island residents had little contact
with other parts of Newfoundland and
found their own ways to make a living.
One thing built in the area, especially
Sound Island, not found anywhere else,
was the “bottom of the bay jack boat”,
similar to the western boat. They were
used from 1900 to the 1940s. George
remembers seeing one in the 1940s.

“Ernie Andrews made models
of xhem. and I have one at home,"” he
plains. “They were 18-22-ft. boats

firewood in Piper’s Hole and built boats
in Swift Current and at Kilmory. Sound

Island, being so small at around 21 | shallow draft but had a keel like a

operated by one fisherman and were
rigged like a schooner. They had a

George Eddy is very proud of his "bottom of the bay jack boat' model built by Ernie Andrews. Very similar boats

were a feature of some English fishing communities until the mid-1900s.
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schooner.”
Sound Island was, like many

everyone had left Sound Island, a few
years before the government

islands, a thriving in its
heyday, and the herring fishery was its
mainstay for many decades.

“My father heard older people
say you could walk through the
community on the platforms built by
the Americans,” George notes. “My
mother brought cabin chairs from the
American schooners, and my father
made some into rocking chairs. The
captains would leave them behind to get
even more fishaboard by placing barrels
in every available space. They literally
went out with their ‘decks awash’.”

There was also little arable land,
s0 people grew vegetables, especially
potatoes, in Garden Cove, and nobody
kept cattle. This was a much smaller
settlement than Sound Island and Woody
Island, from where families came. The
United Church was taken down piece
by piece and rebuilt at Garden Cove, as

gram as such. George's
family left Sound Island when he was
only six years old, and he spent just one
month in the one-room school on Sound
Island before the move.

“Like other families, we floated
our house in with the help of 45-gallon
oil drums lashed to the sides,” he
explains - people used wooden floats
later. “T was much too young to know
what was going on, but I've seen pictures
of the move. All the windows were
taken out and the houses were hooked
up to motor boats. The water came
halfway up the first storey.”

There were no tractors back then
- it was all manpower and everyone,
those from Swift Current and people
left on Sound Island, came out to help.
Things were done in the spring before
people started fishing.

“My father worked with the
hij "G

was the war veterans’

Someisland families latermoved
to North Harbour and in 1948 others
came to Swift Current. By 1954,

Y B

P gh
“Most people moved to Garden Cove
which was a bit closer to Sound Island,
butit for my father

to move to Swift Current where there
was already a road. Amenities taken for
granted now were still lacking back
then.

“When I was a boy in the late
1950s, we still had to bring in water in
buckets and barrels,” George recalls.
“The biggestchanges came in the 1960s
with electricity and telephones, which
most Newfoundland communities gota
decade before.”

The paving of the highway in the
1970s also made a big difference to
Swift Current, but it was another event
that took place in the previous decade
that left the most lasting memory.

“One of the biggest events here
was the 1963 cattle drive toMarystown,”
George relates. “Some 1000 head of
beef cattle from Saskatchewan were
brought by train to Goobies junction
and then driven down the gravel road to
the Flying L Ranch in Winterton near
Marystown. Whatlittle traffic there was
at the time was blocked off. Sandy
Harbour River was one of the rest stops
-it's about 50 miles from here. It's

hing I'll never forget.”

Barely visible in the background, the Burin Peninsula Highway brought both stability and movement to the

fishing community of Swift Current. Many visitors drive through the area without realizing just what they are

missing.
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