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WOODIEPOXY CONSTRUCTION
The development ofcomposite wood/epoxy has revolutionized the

use ofwood as a boatbuilding material. The use ofwood in boatbuilding
has declined dramatically to the point where it is only being used in a few
custom boats. Rot, paint peeling, instability, swelling and warping
caused high maintenance and sometimes a short life. A composite of
wood and epoxy resins. however, can overcome lItese problems, making
wood competitive with modem materials in boatbuilding and creating a
material that offers lite best ofboth traditional wood and modem plastics.

The problems associated with wood in boatbuilding are virtually
all related to moisture coming and going from the wood. Encapsulating
wood with epoxy resin stabilizes the wood by preventing moisture from
reaching it, thereby eliminating the problems normally associated with
wooden boats.

Also Repairs to Hydraulic Hoses, Pumps and Gurdies.
We stock Hydraulic Valves, Pumps, Electric Clutches and Hydraulic Fittings.
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It's DOW several months after
thereferendum.andCanadastillexists,
although our dollar is taking a
pounding. The United States has also
survived a landslide Democrat victory
without any obvious dire
consequences. Life goes on, and
history will tell whether either vote
made a difference one way or the
other. Leaders take their place in
historyover the long t.erm, DOt because
of one little act. or even Doe big one.
How manyofuscanreciteill the names
of those who set up Canada or who
signed the American declaration of
independence?

It's much more likely we'U
know who scored the winning goal for
Canada in 1972 or hit the first Blue
Jays World Series home ruo. Those
events are ingrained in our memory
because they meant something at the
time and still do. I guarantee the Blue
Jays World Series victory will get
more of a page in history than the
referendum vote.

So it's about time our leaders
and elected representatives got back
to work on improving our living and
working conditions, and that doesn't
mean feathering their nests or
wallpapering their offices, either.
Perhaps the premier and the minister
of the environment should consider
recycled material fortheicoffice walls,
which they hide behind when
important issues like tbeLong Harbour
waste disposal project surface. The
referendumwasyesterday'snews,and
it's time to move on.

That's a maxim I'm following,
too. One reason why this issue is late
coming out is that I needed a vacation
in England to recharge my batteries. I
had hoped this would be my last
editorial for Decks Awash, as others
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had expressed a willingness to take
over the helm. But that was not to be,
so I'm going to continue to tty and put
out aqualityNewfoundlandmagazine
at a time when seUing magazine
subscriptions andadvertizing is harder
than ever. I feel like I haven't got my
sea legs yet, but I'll keep beading out
from the dock until I do.

At least I don't feel ['m
skippering a vessel without a crew
anymore. Marie O'Neill, the friendly
voice you bear on the 'phone, has
signed up for a year and managed the
business for me while I was off in
British Columbiapursuing interests in
my other sphere ofbusiness and in the
United Kingdom researching material
for the next two issues. Marie will be
in the office Tuesday to Friday every
week, and I'll be in touch with her on
a regular basis. I can also count on the
expertise of Jeff Blackwood &
Associates to handle that other
important aspect of magazine
publishing - advertizing.

This issue profiles the area from
North Harbour to Swift Current,
Placentia Bay, with articles focussing
on its social and business history,
fishery and tourism potential. We also
have our regular Wild West Diary
and Earthwatch features, and two
articles submitted by readers, a trend I
hope to expand on avec the next year.

Unfortunately, Canada Post is
continuing its policy of reducing mail
subsidies which means magazine
publishen will be paying more come
April 1sl Because of this, I have no
alternative but to raise subscriptions
to $20 for one year and $30 for two
years starting February 1. Any
subscriptionspostmarkedprior to then
will be accepted at the current cate.

Editorial

ROGER BURROWS

"The Atlantk Puffin is now our
provincial bird. Like us, it will
have to suffer the consequences
ofHibemiaandincreasedtanker
traffk in our walers. This ediUJr
hopes that there will always be
plenty of puffins to see in
Newfoundland, and not just on
sweatshirts and advertizing
boards."
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Letters
Enclosed is my cheque to renew 1Bessie Marie" in the May-June 19921 IslandHarbourwhereshefinaIlycame

my subscription. issue was most interesting. While home to rest. I am enclosing a picture of
Gus Rideout's article "The in Twillingate in July we went to Black what remains of a wonderful ship.

Ed: B~caus~ thenwasv~ry little
writt~n hi.story on th~ area, I didn't
find mention of a fin in Tilt Cov~

it.s~1f. bill J do ncall thai then was a
majorfir~ throughout the Bai~ V~rt~

P~inin.sulaaroundthnttim~. You'lIM
pl~a.sed to .su that Gus ha.r provid~d
more memories for this issu~.

the late 18005 or early 190051 I
remember my mother saying that her
grandfather. John Blandford, was
magistrate at Tilt Cove and broke his
hip at the time of the "Big rue'"

Ienjoy your magazinevery much.
"Bessie Marie" Stuckless
Brarnpton, ON

A sad emJ to afine ship - the Bessie Marie -Ihe end of/he line at Block Island Harbour photo courtesy 8.M.
Stuckless

I'm sure the article brought back
lots of memories for many people.
especially those of us who grew up in
Twillingate.

Ialsoread with interest thearticle
on Tilt Cove in the July-August 1992
issue. In your research did you find any
reference to a forest fire in Tilt Cove in

LEDREW LUMBER CO. LTD.
A COMPLETE LINE OF BUILDING MATERIALS

LUMBER, ROOFING, WINDOWS
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING SUPPLIES ETC.

FREE DELIVERY & FREE ESTIMATES

Congratulations again! Your last
issue was indeed back to the roots. I
guess the older readers like it that way.
It was especially interesting to me
because, back when life was more
interesting, I knew most of the places
from Nippers Harbour to Shoe Cove.
Someoftheworld'sbestsmaUboatsmen
came from that area.

Best wishes for a successful
winter.

Gus Rideout
834-2051 IF BUSY CALL

834-4720
KELLIGREWS
LONG POND
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Although the settlements at the boltom ofPlacentia Bay are fairly recent by Newfoundland standards, they do have
a /ink to the older island settlements ofPlacentia Bay. Many families movedfromplaces like Long Island. Merasheen
and Flat Islands. as well as nearby Woody andSound Islands. Some afthe olderfamilies can, indeed. trace back their
ancestors to the 1600$ and 1700s in Conception and Trinity Bays. The link to the Goobies·Burin Peninsula Highway
has provided more varied work opportunities, but the fishing traditions of the area remain, with North Harbour.
Garden Cove and. to a lesser extent, Swift Current, still pursuing the inslwre fishery in traditional fishing grounds.

The various communities retain the fIShing traditions ofearlier days, as here in North Harbour.

(709) 753-7132

North Harbour in two Roman Catholic families in 1874. 77 tons, operated out ofthe community.
The six fishennen landed 90 quintals of Its 59 fishennan-fanners landed 1,374

Thereisnodefiniterecordofwho cod and a few salmon. By 1891, the quintals of cod, and the 15 lobster
was the frrst settler in North Harbour, population had reached 25 in four factorieshad30employeespacking 103
but the Bakersand Upshallswerealmost Church of England and Methodist cases, fora total landed fishery value of
certainly among the early arrivals. families.Noneoftheninechildrenwere $10,7]4. Residents also cut 650
FamilytraditionsstatethatthefU'StBaker in school, and no landings were listed wharfsticks, the only area community
family arrived in Harbour Buffett from for the community's 12 fishennan- to have other than firewood listed in the
Wales and changed their name to farmers. census.
UpshaU before moving to Little Harbour The community had, by 1911, Growthhadslowedbyl935,when
in the early 1800s. There was certainly increased itspopulation to 154residents, there were 187 residents in 37 families,
aBakerlistedinColonialOfficerecords 1100fthemMethodistsand44Church and four factories and two businesses

at Placentia in 1724. The Upshall family "Orf.E.o.gl.an.d."Thre_.e.sc.h.oo_oe.rs.,.to.tal.l.in.g_li."'.le.d".T.e.n.YealS_.I.ale.'.,.lh.ere_w.e.re.l.5.\
was represented by George Upshall at I I
Harbour Buffett in 1856 and Joseph
Upshall at Haystack in 1871. Family
tradition states thatSirRichard Rodway
from England jumped ship and settled
at Kingwell. John Rodway was listed
for Spencer's Cove in 1854, and other
membersofthefamilylivedinPlacentia
Bay in the next two decades.

North "&bour had 16 residents
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An air of tranquilily penadtl th,
communu, 01 North Harbour during
111, early winter months, but/h, ",13
wiU be ready whe" ""ded.

residents, including 99 United, 38 North Harbour road was built some
Church of England and 14 Pentecostal time in the early 19605 and paved in
adherents. The years afterConfederation 1954. Kathleen Johnson's
saw a small increase as a result of granddaughter was the first child to
government resettlement programs. The travel on the road.

Quite a few residents work at
Hibernia, and there were 40 people
working at the National Sea plant in
Arnold's Cove until it closed. A few
others work: for the department of
highways and in construction. The
community is not specifically listed in
recent census documenmts, but the
population has remained fairly constant
since the 19608 despite uncertainties in
both nearby oil refinery and fishplant
operations.

Garden Cove

Although a long distance from
traditional fishing grounds. Garden
Cove had the obvious advantage of
having protection in the form of
surrounding hills and both Woody and
Sound Islands. ResidentsofFiat Islands
cut wood there for boat-building. and
fishermen from Sound Island were the
fIrSt to overwinter. The name comes
from the habit of these Sound Island
residents cultivating crops in sheltered
gardens.

Garden Cove did not appear as a
separate community until 1945.
although the settlement dates back 70

Viclory Pentecostal Church slllnds behindfIShing sheds in North Harbour· traditionall'alues nmmn slrong in Ihe
an..
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years before that. The flrst year-round most going as bait to New England teacher was Martha Stacey. The flrSt
settlers came mainly from Long Island, fishing vessels that gathered in greater full school year was offered in 1941, but
Placentia Bay, and from Conception numbers. thefirstaccreditedteacherdidnotarrive
Bay in the late 1800s. the flrst being H. Brown, who observed the until 1953, when Annie Stacey took
Hedley Brinston and his family from activity in the late 18005, wrote, ''The over. In 1945, 57 people lived in the
Conception Bay in 1875. Chesley Placentia Bay fishery...was carried on community and had five horses for
Wareham arrived in 1880 at just two primarily at the bottom of the Bay in the fanning and winter woods work. The
weeks old. The Warehams had arrived 'Reach' between the mainland and single cow owned by an older lady
from Dorset in the late 1700s, with the Barren, Woody and Sound Islands and produced 300 gallons of milk in 1944.
fltSt regional mention being of John the inlet leading into Swift Several of the 13 Sound Island
Wareham at Spencer's Cove in 1871. Current. ..where herring nets...could be families who moved to Garden Cove
WilliamandJamesStaceyarrivedatthe used very efficiently." In 1890, there floated their homes by using oil drums
same time. They all came from were at least a dozen American vessels and motor-boats. Many Sound Island
Kingwell, the small fishing community loading salt herring and hundreds of residents chose Garden Cove in the
on Long Island westofHarbour Buffett. men at work.TheheIring factory stopped resettlementofthe 1950s,partlybecause
Dicks and Jarvis families from Hat production in the early 1900s. other families had floated their family
Island wintered to build boats in the Byl920,therewereaboutadozen homesthereinthepreviousdecade.The
sheltered location. families in residence. Garden Cove was extensionofaroad linking GardenCove

There were about 20 residents by always a Methodist community whose to the Goobies highway in the early
1890. Lockyerfamilies arrived inTrinity residents continued to worship at the 1950shelped convince people to move.
Bay in the mid-1700s and had reached church on Sound Island until the local By 1956, there were 102 residents, and
Placentia Bay by 1835, when William school was built in 1926 and doubled as the United church building was moved
Lockyer was at Isle Valen. The a church. The school, which operated to Garden Cove from Sound Island. The
Jamiesons of Harbour Grace built a for five months each year, had 12-15 fltSt four ministers were Messrs. Jarvis,
herring factory in the 1890s. Fresh~ pupils in the 19205 - during the other Beecham, Perry and Osbourne. The
frozen and salted herring maintained five months of schooling pupils took Pentecostal residents of Swift Current

many families over the wint",er""-,w",ith=---,th::e::ir-,le::s::so::n::so::n::So=un::d::I::sl::an::d,-'Th:..:::e",flfS='--"n,-evc:e::..rd::i",d...go::in:.:.:."::ho::ld:..:::inc.:G:.:arde:..:::::nc:C",ov"'ie,

The walerfront in Garden Cove •• the mists stay away.
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and the one Pentecostal family moved
to Swift Current later.

Eli Wareham had set up a store in
the 19405. and E.H. Beck and Sydney
Crocker both opened branch stores in
Garden Cove in 1954.

The Beck store remained. but
Crocker's store was replaced by that of
S.O. Hollett in 1965. The government
wharf was completed in 1958. and the
population rose to 126 in 1961, including
two famities from Jack's Sound. The
school had 39 pupils in 1960, but, a year
later, the bus took secondary students to

Swift Current. The school continued to
have Grades 1-6 and had 20 pupils in
1969.

In the 1960s. fish was trucked
fresh to Arnold's Cove, and there were
20 inshore fishermen listed in 1957. A
flSb plant built by a Nova Scotia Hnn in
1967 salted herring for shipping to St.
John' 5, but it soon stopped production.
In the late 1960s. six families arrived
from Woody Island, boosting the
population to 155 by 1969. and (our
more families were ready to join them
from Woody Island.

Residents bad to travel to Come-­
by-ehance by boat and then take the
railway to St. John's. There was also a
steamer service operating in Placentia
Bay. The telephone system reached
Garden Cove in 1968 and hydro power
was supplied from Bay d'Espoir.

There were enough people to
encourage door·to·door salesman,
including Paul Moores from Conception
Bay, nicknamed "pufr-and-blow"
because his suitcases were so heavy he
was always puffing and blowing trying
to carry them around.

James Vardy was another
travelling salesman who sold to local
merchants until the 19705.

Many residents worked for CN
Telecommunications (later Terra Nova
Tel), or worked at the newly-opened
Come-by-Chanceoilrefmeryinthcearly
19705.

Garden Cove has not grown at the
same rate as North Harbour and Swift
Current, and it no longer has its own
school. In 1982, students attended Long
Valley All-Grade Integrated School in
SwiftCu=DL
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SOUND ISLAND
The Eddy family flrst arrived on Sound Island in lbeearly lSOOsand may

have been fishing there as early as 1810. Although there is no official first date
of settlement, Henry Beck was a resident of Sound Island by 1835, probably
having moved from St. Lawrence where the family was listed in the early lSOOs.
The HoUetts arrived in Newfoundland in the early 1800s and also had a
plantation at Sound Island in 1835. Family tradition states that members of the
Adey family of Bristol arrived at Hant's Harbour, where some members then
changed their name to Eddy and settled in Trinity and Placentia Bays. The fIrSt
local mention was of Samuel Eddy of Sound Island in 1851. Family tradition
states that the first Gilbert family from Devon settled at Haystack in the early
1800s. Family members had spread to other Placentia Bay communities by the
mid·1800s, inclUding John Gilbert of Sound Island in 1861. The Smiths were
certainly one of the older families on Sound Island.

The first mention ofthe Beazley family was at Burin in 1805, but the rll'st
local mention was of Gabriel Beazley at Sound Island in 1871. The fIrSt
members of the Giles family reached Newfoundland in the late I700s, with
Thomas Giles listed for Sound Island in 1871. The Masters arrived from Dorset
as early as 1687, with William Masters listed for Placentia in 1794 and Samuel
Masters fishing from Sound Island in 1871. Family tradition states that Charles
Stacey settled at Rushoon in the mid-1800s. He is listed there in 1871, with
Thomas Stacey at Sound Island the same year. David Stacey, who wrote the
only local history in 1969, recounted a local story about a young man on Sound
Island who was courting a young lady from Jeffries Cove on the other side of
the Island.

Now this )'Oung mati would dress up each night in hisfinest clotMs and
walk out to visit the )'oung lady. Howevu, this particular night. the boys in
Sound Island hada little surprise waitingfor him when he started to walk down
the hill into Jeffries Cove. They hadplaced rhine ofthe treesfrom the top ofthe
hill to the bottom and IuJd covered the rhine with blubber. When their
unfortunate victim stepped on the first piece ofrhine. he came offhis feet and
slid down the hill on his back. all to the great amusement ofthe boysfrom Sound
Island.

In 1874, Sound Island was the largest community in the region with 237
residents in 48 families. The 42 Roman Catholics had built a church, and had
a priest in residence, but the 195 Wesleyans had not, suggesting later arrival. 25
children were in school. The settlement had two merchants, and the 97
fishennen landed 4,331 quintals of cod.

By 1891, there were 288 residents in 70 families. Of these, 237 were
Methodists, 46 Roman Catholics and five Church of England. The Roman
Catholic church was no longer listed although it was probably also used as a
school, but the Methodists had both a church and a school on the island. The
community also had two merchants, two governmentwork~, three office staff
and a fisberman·farmer. A total of67 fishermen took part in the inshore fishery,
landing 7,420 barrels of hening from three schooners and inshore boats. The
four lobster factories employed 43 people to pack 1,148 cases of IOOsten. The
total value of the fishery in 1890 was $19,500.

At its peale in the early 1900s, Sound Island had as many as 400 people,
mostly the old Methodist stock, some of whom lived in other communities.
There wasahening factory anda very viable flshery. A.H. Murray had premises
there and American vessels would come to buy herring in December and
January. The island's settlements reached their peak in 1911, when there were
293 mainly Methodist residents, including a clergyman, a teacher, a merchant
with a29·ton schooner, four office clerks, two governmentstaff, two mechanics,

(CoDliDued DO page 9)



While most ar~a r~sid~nts have chosen to build thtir houses to traditiotUJi
d~signs, ont Bltu:k Harbour r~sid~nt Iuu seltcted a more modern d~sign in an
idyllic setting.

a factory worker and 13 otherwise
employed. The 27 fishennan-farmers
landed 1,80I quintals of ood and 676
barrels of herring. The 11 factories
packed 71 cases of lobsters. and the
total value of the fishery in 1910 was
$13,912.

By 1935. the number of residents
haddroppedto 178in40families. There
were five businesses listed and a large
factory. The community also had two
schooners and an auxiliary schooner.
and people would ship their fish on
Wareham schooners. In the 19405, many
family heads left home to work on the
American bases at Argentia, Torbay
and Stephenville, on the roads, in the
woods with Bowaten and the AND
Company. and for eN
Telecommunications. A total of 135
residents remained in 1945.

Confederation brought greater
opportunities working on government
projects. In the first half of the 19505.
108 Sound residents in 12 families
resettled tovariouscommunities in inner

Placentia Bay. Some Sound Islanders
moved to Swift Current, but many ofthe
Black River pulp mill workers were
from Sound Island, and they eventually
settled their families in Garden Cove, to
be followed by fishing families. later
on, residents went for work to Twin

Decks Awash

Falls, labradorCity andChurchill Falls.

Black River
Family tradition states that the

family nameofGosney is a local variant
ofa Guernsey name, with the first local
mention being of Alfred Goosney at

WOODY ISLAND
The Siades arrived from Devon and Somerset in the early 1800s, with

James Slade one of the first fishennan at Woody Island by 1835 and later at
Harbour Buffett in 1854. Family tradition states that Robin Barrett settled at
Trepassey in the late 1700s before moving to Woody Island, but there is no
mention there prior to 187 I.

Woody Island had 91 residents, including two born in England, in 1874.
Of these, 57 were listed as Church of England, with 26 Wesleyans and eight
Roman Catholics. The 31 fishennen landed 914 quintals of cod. By 1891, the
population had risen to 128 in 31 families, including 77 Methodists, 47 Church
ofEngland and four Roman Catholics. Both major denominations had churches
and the local school had 13 of 28 children attending classes. One merchant
operated the lobster factory, where 46 employees packed 1,202 cases of
lobsters. The 30 fishermen landed 510 quintals of cod and 1,980 barrels of
herring for a total fishery worth $11,850.

In 1911, there were 263 mainly Methodist residents, but also included
were 21 Church of England, five Roman Catholics, and three Salvation Anny.
There were three merchants and one office clerk listed for the island. Its 37
fishennan-fanners landed 981 quintals ofcod and 31 barrels ofherring, and the
15 lobster factories packed 149 cases, for a total landed value for the fishery of
$8,946, about 60% that of Sound Island.

By 1935, Woody Island had 290 residents in 70 families. One business
was listed for the island. Ten years later, there were 298 mostly United residents,
although 18 Pentecostal followers were listed. Woody Island had been
incorporated in 1963 but had nine families moved from Woody Island to Garden
Cove in 1968-70 and there were just 10 residents in 1981. Allhough fishennen
continue louse traditional fishing grounds and there isa seasonal operation from
April to January, there are no longer any pennanenl residences on the island.

Black River in 1871. Gabriel Gilbert
was listed for Black River in 1871.
There are no mentions in Scary prior to
that date.

There were 41 residents in six
families listed in 1874, including two
born in England and one in Canada, and
one man listed as an Indian. They
comprised 20 Roman Catholics, eight
Wesleyans, seven Kirk and six Church
of England. The 10 fishennen landed
468 quintals of cod and six tierces of
salmon. The population had doubled in
1891 to 85 residents in 15 families,
including 47 Roman Catholics, 25
Methodists, 11 Church of England and
two Presbyterians. None of the 30 local
children were in school. 32 fishennan­
farmers landed 170 quintals of cod and
630 barrels of herring.

The first pulp mill in
Newfoundland was built at Black River.
John Harvey organized the
Newfoundland Wood Pulp Company
and built his mill in 1897. George Eddy
knows of a painting by a Pasadena
resident of the original pulp mill at
BlackRiver,anditisownedbysomeone
in Swift Current. There was talk of
building a chemical pulp mill, but it was

9
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neverstarted,andthe Harvey mill closed
six years later after several water
shortages. The mill closure brought the
1911 population down to 40 residents.
including 20 Methodists, 10 Roman
Catholics and 10 Church of England.
The 14 fishennan-farmers landed 185
quintals ofcod, and two factories packed
15 cases of lobsters for a total fishery
value of $1,465.

By 1935. there were 16 residents
in three families, and ten years later,just
eight residents, all but one Roman
Catholics. Thecommunity has increased
slightly in size since the paving of the
road, but there are still few families.

Swift Current
The original name of the

settlement was Piper's Hole. The ftrst
visitors are reputed to have come from
Trinity Bay in the late 17005. They built
winter cabins for trapping, hunting and
woodcutting. Fishermen from the
various inner Placentia Bay islands
regularly moved to the mainland to cut
wood and hunt caribou up the Piper'S·
HoleRiver.Thatnameis said tooriginate
from a legend of a battle between the
French and English in the l700s in
which a slain French soldier returned as
a ghost playing a pipe. David Stacey
related the legend in a local history
written in 1969.

One Frenchnum was killed in this
encounter and, for some unknown
reason, his spirit lingered in the Valley.
For some years later the villagers were
to hearthis spiritpipingmournfulnotes,
butonly in the evening and on the wings
of a north-east wind would the
melancholy strains reach the earsofthe
villagers. The story is told ofthe crowd
ofdeer hunters who actually danced to
the sound of the pipes. For this reason
the people said that the valley was
haunted by the phantom piper. Hence
they called the valley Piper's Hole, a
name it still carries to this day.

Family tradition indicates that a
Barrington arrived from Nova Scotia in
the 1880s to survey a telegraph line
from Piper's Hole to Placentia. His son,
Thomas Francis Barrington, was born
at Piper's Hole about 1900. Another
story has John Barrington listed as a

10

The hills sun-ounding Swift Cun-ent may not ring with the sound ofbagpipes
but they provide a pleasant backdrop to a peaceful scene.
Micmac trapperwhowasoneofthe first Swift Current area.
settlers prior to 1905 and lived to the Lumber was taken to Come-by-
ripe~ld~geofl0~.AFrench~am:John Chance or Arnold's Cove and shipped
Martin, IS also saId to have lived In the by rail to Harvey and Company in St.
area. John's. By 1911, there were 89 mainly

The first definite year-round Methodist residents. The 16fishennan·
residents were the Becks, Crockers and farmers landed 325 quintals of cod and
Smiths. The Smiths were fishennen, 70barrelsofherring,andthefourlobster
and four brothers, Isaac, John, Robert factories packed 34 cases of lobsters,
and Samuel, settled in the 1890s. The for a total fishery value of $2,770. The
Crackers were residents of Trinity Bay coastal boats operated until the winter
in the late 1700s but did not reach ice came in, after which the only travel
Placentia Bay until themid·1800s. Four was by dog team or horse and sled. A
Crockerbrothers,George,Henry,James railroad connection from Goobies,
and John, arrived from Adeytown to started in 1913 and slated to connect
build sawmills, also around 1890. The with Grand Bank, was interrupted by
Becks were engaged in fishing and the First World War and never
trapping, and joined the Crockers in the continued. There were 99 residents in
early 18908. 22 families, with one business listed in

John Crocker owned the first 1935.
waterwheel and had several mills in the
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Family tradition states that
Alexander Jamieson from Peterhead.
Scotland, moved from Harbour Grace
to Placentia around 1894. One of his
descendants, Roger Jamieson, runs the
Kilmory Resort just outside Swift
Current.

Although several Jamieson family
memben have achieved a measure of
fame, the most celebrated was Don
Jamieson who established the
Newfoundland Broadcasting Company
with GeoffStirling afterConfederation.
He was the first station manager of
CION radio io 1951, and the firs. TV
station was on air in 1955. In 1963.
Jamieson was appointed to a three-man
committee to study Canadian
broadcasting and published ~
Imilbkd.AiI:in 1966. Heenteredpolitics
that year and won a federal by-election
in Burin-Burgro. His first Cabinet
appointment was in 1968 and he served
invarious positionsuntil his resignation
in 1979 to lead the provincial Liberal
party in Newfoundland. Hewonhis seat
in Bellevuie, but the party was defeated.
He served as Leader of the Opposition

for a year and then retired from POlitiCS,' to write his memoirs.
In 1982, Jamieson was appointed These were not fmished when he
Canadian High Commissioner in died, but two volumes have been
London before retiring to Swift Current pUblished posthumously.

BAY BULLS TRADING CO. LTD.
·Everythlng for the Inshore fishery"

Call us at

(709) 576-4058 or 59 in St. John's
(709) 334-2929 In Bay Bulls

Or visit one of one hundred
distributors who sell our fishing

equipment throughout
Newfoundland and Labrador.

"We support the inshore fishery"

11
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A sad reminder ofthe recessien at Swift Cun-,nl- a boatfor sah and a stoge in need ofrepajr.

Head 'em out
One ofthe most astonishing events in Newfound/and history took

place in 1964. yet few people know of it. The "Great Newfoundland
Cattle Drive" went ahead that year after a trial run three years before.

In 1960. a Saskatchewan rancher named Harold Lees obtained a
lease from the Newfoundland government for grazing land on a boggy
region of the southern Burin Peninsula. The next year, he brought 125
head of Hereford beef cattle by train all the way from Saskat<:hewan to
Goobies, and then by cattle drive to Spanish Room near MarystoWD.
They thrived, so Lees fonned the Aying L Ranch Company in 1963 and
planned the importation of another 1,000 head of cattle. They arrived at
Goobies the next year by the same means used in 1961, and the herd was
driven overaseveral-dayperiodby way ofSwiftCurrent to thepastureland
set aside for them.

Unfortunately, less than a quarteroftheanticipaled pastureland had
been developed, so hay had to be brought in from Canada for three
successive winters. These additional cosls, and the losses attributed to
cattle deaths from eating sheep laurel [goowiddy1and mmh grasses,
getting trapped in bogs and being rustled by area residents, led to the
company's liquidation. Lees appeaJed the liquidation but lost his case in
court. He resurfaced later as the Flying L Ranch Company and talked
about raising a beefx buffalo cross [beefalo1, but nothing came of that.
His son, Grant Lees, fonned the Golden Bay Ranch at St. Bride's in 1981,
but,like his father's company, it soon failed.
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Other area families

The first Smiths arrived in
Newfoundland in the late 16005,
although the origin of the first Placentia
Bay Smiths is saidtohavebeen aBrown
who deserted ship and became the first
settler at Rock Harbour around 1800.
James Smith was listed for Placentia in
1803. 1besumame ofFianderis said to
originate from Viant, or seller of fish,
withtbeDevonvariantofVyandernoted
as early as 1524, although the Fiander
family is said to have been of Welsh
origin with the first seUler at English
Harbour prior CO 1835.

The Reid family arrived in
Newfoundland in the early-mid 17005
and reached Placentia Bay from Hant's
Harbour, although the first mention for
Placentia Bay was of Stephen Reid of
OldPlacentia in 1857.1befirstmembers
of the Dean(e) family listed for
Newfoundland were inConceptionBay
bytbe 17005, buttheirarrival in Placentia
Bay was in the third quarter of the
18005. The Best family originated in
Kent, England, butemigrated to Ireland
in the 16005 and arrived in
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Newfoundland in the early 1800s.
Several Best families were fishermen
and planters at Merasheen in 1871.

Other families now living in the
area appear to have arrived after 1811.
These include families inoneormoreof
the four existing communities. The first
Bailey families were listed for
Newfoundland in the last quarter of the
16005, the [mtButts lived inConception
Bay in the earty 17005. and the Crann
family lived in Conception Bay (rom
the early 1700s. there are no local
mentions prior to 1871. The first
FramptonswerefoundinTrinityin 1760
and family members were widespread
in the mid·1800s. Hoben isa variant of
the Irish Hoban family. The Hodders
were present in Trinity Bay in the late
1700s. and the first Hussey families had
arrived in Conception Bay in the late
1600s.

The first Johnsons may have
arrived in Newfoundland in the latc
1600s. with one branch of the family
moving from Conception Bay after
1871. Loder is a Dorset family name
flfStmentionedatBayde Verde in 1800.
The March family was centred in Trinity
Bay in the 1800s. and the rust mentions

ofthePearce family are fortheSoutbem
Shore in the 16705. The most likely
origin ofthePe(a)vie families is Devon,
and Price families arrived in
Newfoundlandfrom Wales in the 18005.
The Snow family first settled in
Conception Bay in the tate 1600s.

Reading list
Encyclo~dia of Newfoundland

de Labrador. Vol. 1,2 &: 3. cd. l.R.

Smallwood. Newfoundland Book
Publishers (1967) Limited. St. JoM's.
1981,1984 &: 1990.

Scary, E.R. Family Nal'MS ofthe
Island of N~wfoundland. Memorial
UniversityofNewfoundland.St.John's.
1977.

Stacey, David. ''The History of
Garden Cove". student paper. Maritime
History Group. 1969.
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the area today

North Harbour

&ul Johnson enjoys a llUe moment 0/relDxatWn.

Early returns
Earl Johnson
AlthoUllh Earl Johoson, 42, has

beenan eloquentspokesman for inshore
fishermen in Ute Bonavista·Trinity­
Placentia area for many years, he dido'l
actually start work as a full-time
fisherman until 1978. His family had,
however, always been involved in the
flShery, and Earl went out in the boat
wilb his father Maxwell, who died last
April. from the age of 14. So fishing's in
his blood.

"I went toTorontofor three years.
and then served on the CNR charter
boats," Earl explains. "I was sevenorso
years on the charter boats operated by
Puddister Trading Company, including
two years on Ute Strait olDeUe Isle, and
I was also three years on the southwest
coast. My main route was between
Argentia and Port aux Basques. It lOOk
two weeks to take the full route, so I
might get a day at borne before the next
trip. Some guys might go six months
without getting borne."

Earl's been fishing full time 14
years now. The boat he's using is a 34­
ft. trap skiff. but he also have a 22-ft
boat for lobsters and hc'srepairing a45­
fL boat for this year. People pretty much
fisb the same areas as they always have.
Earl comes from Spencer's Cove on

Lonll Island and fishes the Bread and
Cheese area.

"I used to fish from SL John's
and Trepassey, but Ijust fish the bottom
ofthc bay now. My boat's 44 years old,
built by my father the year before 1was
born, and and it's been used for 2Q..odd
years non-stop."

Earl's mother, Kathleen, was a
Gardinerfrom Barton, nearClarenville.
The Gardiners and the Johnsons came
fromEngland,andotherfamiliesarrived
from Ireland. EnderJey was a Roman

Catholic community and the families
all moved to South Harbour, and the
Baker's Cove families went to
Fairhaven.

Uke many other families, the
JohnsonfamilymovedtoNorthHarbour
from Long Island in the 1960s. Most of
the people moved to Arnold's Cove in
1964,butolhersmovcdlONonhHarbour
and have remained. North Harbour is
arout twice the size it was back in J964
when 45 families came from Woody
Island and other island settlements.

"Spencer'sCovebadatw~room

school, and that's where I went to
schoo)," Earl explains.

Earl fishes year-round as much
asbecan, aIthoughJanuaryandFebruary
are usually months off. Last year, he
was able to fish until the ice came in in
February.

"I start with lobsters, and when
that's over,1setgill nets until the winter,"
Earl says. "I used two cod traps last year
but haven't used trawls forseveral years.
Most of the fishermen here are gill-net
fishermen, and it's very much 'make-.
and-break' with them. although some
people have used seines.Wcusehening
mainly for bait."

Thedecline in the beninll fishety
was dramatic and Earl has no problem
identifying the cause.
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"Herring stocks were cleaned up
by seiners in the early 1980s," he
emphatically states. "They came here
after doing the same thing on the south
coast, then the southwest coast. First the
7S-fl.-12(}.fl. boats took the .toeb and
then the small boats fInished things off.
I was a fisheries observer for a while
and saw what they could do."

Hibernia was the biggestconccrn
when Earl nrst became involved with
theCome-by-CtanceAreaFishennen's
Committee, which has members from
Fair Haven to Swift Current. It was set
up by Community Futures and there
were steady meetings 1985-89.

"We were able to get decisions
made on our tenns," Earl reports with
satisfaction, and he hasn't let things
slide as so often happens. "I'll be talking
at a meeting in St. John's next week.
The oil refinery at Come-by-Chance
hasn'tbad an effect yet, but things would
be a lot different if there was a spill in
the lobster season."

The recent events regarding the
ShetJands oil spill and Hibernia will
certainly command Earl's attention in
the coming months, but it was the whole

question of flsheries policy that led to
thefonnationofthelnshoreFishermen's
ImprovementCommittee, wbichcovers
Trinity, Bonavista and Placentia Bays,
and to Earl's involvement in tbe
Fishermen'sUnionfor fouryears. Years
of lobbying are starting to pay otT.

"Government is fmally paying
attention to its scientists," Earl says,
but, in his opinion, the 3Ps quota of
20,000 tons maybe morethan the stocks
can take. "It's been at 45,000 tons for
some time and we never caught more
than half of it. Our problem is that the
quota will be caught by the middle of
the summer, and then we have no flsh to
catch. Itwould have been much better to
cut it backsixorseven years ago, because
there may not be enough fish now to
survive.

"The Northern Cod Moratorium
has been a blessing for many fishermen
in that it supplied a guaranteed income
to people who have experienced very
poor fisheries for several years. We
have 18-20 fishennen both here and in
Garden Cove, and there are six in Swift
Current:'

There are usually a few salmon

each year, 150-200 or so, but there's no
market for lhem. About 75·80% of
salmon fishermen inNorth Harboursold
their licences when they had thecbance.
Capello came a bit late here in the
summer of 1992, and they were a lot
smaller than usual.

For now, the life of a Placentia
Bay fisherman goes on more or less as
usual. Earl was out in mid-November
and brought backjust five fish, and few
are bigger than five pounds. Fishermen
sometimes get mackerel but not too
often, and there's been no squid since
1981 or 1982, just a few scattered ones
for bait.

Prospects are not good for the
remaining full-time fishermen, but they
can count on Earl representing their
interests as vehemently as in the past.
He isn't prepared to give up on
government just yet.

'Things could be turned around
if they don't go back to the draggers,"
he emphasises. "If they do, the fishery
might only last a few months. About
80% of the trap fisb are smaIl, even
more on the draggers. That's going to
take time to correct."

North Harbour hasn't changed much during Earl's lifetime· fIShing re11UJins an important occupaliQnfor hJcal
residents.
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At your Beck and call

Frank Beck

Decks Awash

As you drive through Swift
Current and take in the glorious view
over the tranquil water, it's easy to miss
a small store on the right-hand side of
the road. Its owner is Frank Beck and he
has a long connection with Swift
Current, although his family fltSt lived
on Sound Island. Frank runs the H.D
Beck general store. His house was on
the opposite shore of the bay but was
floated over and now stands right next
to his store.

The H.D. stands for Henry
Douglas Beck, Frank's father, who ran
a store he slarted in his early twenties.
He also operated the telegraph office
and acted as mail carrier for some 40
years until his retirement in 1974. The
present postmistress, Ruby Barrington,
recalls that he had the nrst vehicle and
the first TV in the community as well as
its only telephone.

Henry Douglas also had a
windcharger on his shop to charge up
wet batteries. and lhe light he left on
would guide many a fishermen in to
safety. Losing his arm in a train accident

Frank Beckenjoysseningboth local
customers and visitors in his Swift
Current store.

(Photo courtesy 'l'he Packet)

didn't slow him down, and he operated
a taxi service regardless. Henry Douglas
died in 1985 at the age of 84.

Frank helped his father with the
mail for the last 20 years ofhis service.

'Therehavebeenalotofchanges
since those days," he admits, "not the
least of which is the road. When we
delivered the mail it was just a cow
palh" [ED.quite literally: seeBOXHead
'em out!] I've been at this location 11
years, and there's not a lot of business
with ClarenviUe so close. I have a few
regulars, and in the summer 1get a fair
number of tourists dropping in. A lot of
people say how beautiful it is here, and

I have to agree."
Indeed, he doesn't dispute Roger

Jamieson's statement that, 'This is the
most beautiful spot on the Burin
Peninsula"

There is a general belief that,
whatever the weather is like anywhere
else on the Burin Peninsula Highway,
it's sure to be fine in Swift Current. This
certainly proved to be the case on my
visit.

ED. This story, and portions of
the history, were written with the help
of an article by David Sorensen in 1M
Packet.
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Garden Cove

Loyola Pomeroy
of Island

Rendezvous

There was a time in the noHoo­
distant past when boarding a boat in
Garden Cove was an everyday
occurenceforresidentsofWoodyIsland
in Placentia Bay. It was the only means
of getting around with no roads to talk
of. In fact, Woody Island was a typical
bustling Placentia Bay outport fishing
community ofnearly 400people. Many
of those people left in the 19405 and
1950<, and, by lhel970s,Woody Island
had suffered the fate of so many such
islands as a "resettled community".

Placentia Bay fishermen
continued to set traps and nets in their
traditional fishing grounds but there
were only a few houses until the late

19805, when Loyola Pomeroy of
Merasheen paid a visit.

Loyola, 44, who lives in Mount
Pearl withhiswife Judy and two children
aged 7 and 14, was looking for places to
build cabins and stumbled upon Woody
Island. It had always been a favourite
among boaters because of its good
weather conditions and accessability.
so docking facilities were already in
place. The island is almost totally
surrounded by land and is never
stormbound, which makes it an ideal
locationtotakepeoplewhowonyabout
getting seasick.

Loyola's tour boat is the MIV
Merashun, which is a 42·ft. Ca
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Loyola Pomeroy is a busy man these days - there's always something to
check up on in the tourism business.
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(Photo courtesy Loyola Pomeroy)
Th. Merash..n h.ads out to Woody Is/and wiJh Us fuU compkment ofvisiJors aboard.

Islander captained by his brother Gary.
It was originally built for either fishing
orCoastGuardduties,andisanexcellent
tour boat for the sheltered waters of
inner Placentia Bay.

"I had the boat but couldn't
justify keeping it," Loyola recalls, "so I
was looking to build a cabin or two in
addition to the one 1bad on Merasheen.
When I stopped at Woody Island I
realized I would buildonebigonethere.
There's never a problem with the
weather:'

The Garden Cove-Swift Current
area. bas the reputation of being sunny
when neighbouring Placentia Bay
settlements are socked in with fog.
That's an important consideration and
there aren't days when Island
RendelYous can't operate its Day-On­
The-Bay tour of resettled communities
where house remains can still be seen.
On Woody Island itself, there areplenty
of places to visit in the way of old
graveyards, a beautiful sandy beach and
places to search for mussels. On the

boat trips, many local fishennen who
summeron the islands shareexperiences
with visitors, yet another added bonus.

"It's an ideal area for cod­
jigging," Loyola adds, "and everyone
gets a chance to try their luck. We also
get humpback. whales coming in after
the herring and that's a thrill for our
passengers, too."

Home base for Island
Rendezvous visitors is the 16-bedroom
traditionally-styled hospitality bomeon
Woody Island. It's a far cry from
Loyola's original idea of a small cabin.

"Peoplethinkit'salotolderthan
it is," Loyola points out, "but this was a
completely new building. I made itlook.
somewhat old-fashioned and used old
windows and doors. It's my own design
built around a kitchen with practicality
in mind, and I built an addition for
1992."

With no electricity supplied to

the island, there are some amenities
visitors have to forego, such as TVS,
but that's part of the attraction.

Everything is run by a generator which
goes on at ni&ht unless kerosene lamps
are used. The flavour of the 19505 is
maintained.

The only entertainment is
traditional Newfoundland music or the
more intimate sounds of the saltwater.
Sinceeverythin& is included in theprice,
inclUding the return boat trip,
accommodations, all meals, the Day·
On-The-Bay. cod-jigging and any on­
islandactivities, theoperation is popular
with families, couples and croups.
Everyone likes the unique atmosphere
of visiting a resettled community.

Islond RendezvOU.J operated for
two weeks in 1989, and all season the
last three years. 1be operation usually
goes from April to mid·November,
although in 1992-93 Loyola had a New
Year's party.

Most people stay for two days
and the MNMerasheen is on the water
every single day. Loyola has done a lot
of advertizing on radio and in The
Evening Tekgram and word is aettina:
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around.
"I planned for a summer season

operation," Loyola admits. "but the
season has extended well beyond that
and I still have trips going out after
Christmas. There's been a lot of local

interest,fartnorethanprovincialtourism
people anticipated.

"The economy has held things
back, so Ihaven'tdone quite as much as
I would have liked, but I expect things
to pick up again."

Ifyou want a two-day adventure
that will provide enough memories to

last a tiftime, this is the place for
yOll...and for me - I plan to return with
a friend some time in the future.

(Photo courtesy Loyola Pomeroy)

Home base for Island Rendezvous guests is the hospiJlllily home and its annex on Woody Island.

Birding In Atlantic Canada
by Roger Burrows

•
'

1.1. 1.1'

I ,,01'

0 1 '1

Paperbeck'14.96
lSBN 0-920502-89·X(vol.l)

Paperback .14.91
ISBN 0-920502·91·1 (val.. 2)

0·920502·87·3 (Nt)

Birding in Atlantic Canada i, a three volume set, providing a complete euide for the novice or experienced
birdwatcher. The author, Roger Burrows, has been an avid birdwatcher since 1953 and his Newfoundland
cuidebook win take the reader on a detailed site tour of coastline, dense foresta, hills and barrens where birding
'hot' spot, have been identified.
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Swift Current

IEddy1fying memories
George Eddy

Although there's no written
history ofSwift Current available at the
moment, residents shouldn't have 100
Jong to wait for one. George Eddy, a
teacher at the local school, is working
on one, having been supplied with a lot
of information by Mrs. Maude Stacey.
The Eddy family came from England,
but George hasn't been able to trace
them back beyond what's in Seary's
Family Names of th~ Island of
N~oundland.He has connections to
other early families, too.

"My mother's family were
Becks, but they're not related to the
Swift CurrentBecks atall," he explains,
adding, "Mywifecomesfromadifferent
family of Becks who also came from

England and have connections to
Gennany. 1be Bocks arrived with the
Crocker>, whocame from theAdeytown
area of Trinity Bay in the late 18005.

'"The Crockers and Bocks came
here to log and trap, having discovered
Piper's Hole provided a good water
supply. There were several mills in the
area. including an old mill by the old
railway tracks which were then laken
upand the base used as the road bed. My
wife's rather bad a mill at what's DOW

called Gull Pood.1bereweremorebuilt
in Swift Current when a:asoline power
was used. They did cut some pit props,
but there's DOt much information on
that"

In thewintertime,peoplecut their
firewood in Piper's Hole and built boats
in Swift Current and at Kilrnory. Sound
Island hein so small at around 21

square miles, was cut out very early, as
was Woody Island, which is even
smaller. Many ofthese families livedon
these two islands at the bottom of the
bay. George was, in fact. born on Sound
Island in 1941.

IslandresidentsbadlittJecontaet
with other parts of Newfoundland and
found their own ways to make a living.
One thing buill in the area, especially
Sound Island, not found anywbereeJsc.
was the ''bottom of the bay jack: boat",
similar to the western boat. They were
used from J900 to the J940s. Georee
remembers seeing one in the 19405.

"Ernie Andrews made models
of them, and I have one at home," he
explains. 'They were J8-22-ft. boats
operated by one fisherman and were
rigged like a schooner. They had a
shallow draft but had a keel like a

Georg. Eddy is ••ry proud ofhis 'bottom oftlrt bo]jtJck boDt' modtl buill by Emit Andr.w•. V.ry .imillu boob
w.rt II f'atur. of.ome Englishruhing <ommunilit. unJil the mid·]900s.
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schooner,"
Sound Island was, like many

islands, a thriving community in its
heyday, and the herring fishery was its
mainstay for many decades.

"My falber heard older people
say you could walk through the
community on the platforms built by
the Americans," George notes. "My
mother brought cabin chairs from the
American schooners, and my father
made some into rocking chairs. The
captains would leave them behind to get
evenmorefishaboard byplacingbarrels
in every available space. They literally
went out with their 'decks awash' ,"

There was also little arable land,
so people grew vegetables. especially
potatoes, in Garden Cove, and nobody
kept cattle. This was a much smaller
settlement thanSoundIslandandWoody
Island, from where families came. The
United Church was taken down piece
by piece and rebuilt at Garden Cove. as
was the war veterans' monument

Someislandfamilieslatermoved
to North Harbour and in 1948 others
came to Swift Current. By 1954,

everyone bad left Sound Island. a few
years before the government
resettlement program as sucb. GeorJ:e's
family left Sound Island wben be was
only six years old, and be spent just one
month in theone-room school on Sound
Island before the move.

"Like other families, we floated
our house in with the help of45-gallon
oil drums lashed to the sides," he
explains - people used wooden floats
later. "I was mucb too young to know
what was goingon, butI'veseen. pictures
of the move. All the windows were:
taken out and the houses were booked
up to motor boats. The water came
halfway up the rust storey."

There: were: no tractors back then
• it was all manpower and everyone,
those from Swift Current and people
left on Sound Island, came out to help.
Things were: done in the spring before
people started fishing.

"My father worked with the
depattmentofhiJitways,"Georgenotes.
"Most people moved to Garden Cove
which was a bit closer to Sound Island,
butitwas morcconvenientformy father

to move to Swift Current wbere there
was already a road. Amenities taken for
granted now were still lacking back
then.

"When I was a boy in the late
19505, we still bad to bring in water in
buckets and barrels," George recalls.
'Thebiggestcbangescamein the 19605
with electricity and telephones, which
most Newfoundland communities got a
decade before."

Thepavingofthebighwayinthe
19705 also made a big difference to
Swift Current., but it was another event
that took place in the previous decade
that left the most lasting memory.

"One of the biggest events here
was the 1963cattledrivetoMarystown,"
George relates. "Some 1000 head of
buf cattle from Saskatchewan were
brought by train to Goobies junction
and then driven down the gravel road to
the Flying L Ranch in Winterton near
Marystown. WhatJittle traffic there was
at the time was blocked off. Sandy
Harbour River was one of the rest stops
-it's about 50 miles from bere. It's
something I'll never forget."

Banl,.isibh in Ihe btu:k"..und, the Burin Peninsula Highwa, brought both stability tmd nro..ment to Ihe
fishing community ofSwij't Cun-enJ. Man,visilon drive through the arta wilhout realWngjusl wlulJ the, tJrt

missing.
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