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This issue's special section is a little
different from those in previous issues in that it
looks at a region in England rather than a region
in Newfoundland. That region, however, was the
very reason for Newfoundland's existence. Not
only did the West Country send its fishermen to
the shores of the "New found lande", it also sent
its explorers. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, above all
else, was a mariner with his roots set finnly in the
West Country, and be was not alone. Most of the
English who arrived in Newfoundland in the
1400s-1700s were from the West Country. There
were also French, Basques, Channel Islanders, a
few Waterford Irish, and even some from other
parts of the British Isles, but it was the men of
Dorset, Devon and Somerset who set the stage,
and built the stages. Our special section feature
merely skims over the surface of Newfoundland
connections, but it should provide plenty of food
for thought for those who have been brought up
on American history.

This issue also has a section devoted to
the game of rugby football, which used to be a
more popular Newfoundland pastime than it is
now. On a Christmas trip to England, Roger
Burrows visited the "shrine" of rugby and has
tried to do justice to this "gentleman's game".
In Newfoundland, our gentlemen go by the names
of "Dogs" and "Swilers", but the game is just the
same, and, after all, one of the more famous
English club sides goes by the name of
"Barbarians·! We also have our usual back section
features - Animal Tales, Wild West Diary and
EARTHWATCH. plus Gus RideouI's lale o[ The
Wedding at the Gut.

The next issue features the island
community of Ramea, a place we have visited
before on a South Coast visit but not since the
Burgeo road was upgraded. It'll be a relaxing
place for one editor afler three weeks of travelling
across Canada.

Those subscribers whose subscriptions ran
out in February and April will find a renewal form
attached to this issue. Please note the new annual
subscription rate is $20, with a reduced rate of
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letters
As a long time reader of Decks Awash,

Ws very gratifying to know that the magazine will
survive. It's good to see that you are returning to
the roots that we all enjoyed so much in the past.

Among the many occupations in which
Joey Smallwood was involved, before becoming
premier, was that of radio broadcaster. From 1937
to 1942 he hosted the ItBarrelman" radio program,

designed to make Newfoundland bettcr known to
Newfoundlanders. Transcripts of "The Barrelman
Papers" are available on 12 reels of microfilm at
the Centre for Newfoundland Studies at Memorial
University's Queen Elizabeth II Library.

I'm enclosing a document that I think may
be of interest to your readers - please use it if you
agree. While doing some research on the film, I
came across the broadcast for October 4, 1940 on
reel #2. I only wish I'd found it earlier to more
closely coincide with the 50th anniversary. In this
broadcast, J.R.S. gave his listeners his predictions
of what Newfoundland would be like 50 years
hence. I find particularly interesting the accuracy
of his predictions on the fate of the railway, the
seal and whale hunts, and the salt fish industry.
His vision of Newfoundland's industrial revolution
may help explain some of his attempts at
industrialization after he became premier. He did
beat the odds by surviving past the 50 years.

[ wish you every success with the
magazine.

Dennis Hippern
Dartmouth, NS

ED. The October 4, 1940 transcript can be found
on page 38 of this issue.

Would you please send me a copy of your
July - August, 1992 issue? Also could you tell me
when was Tilt Cove Reunion Day?

My mother, Irene Jackman, was born
there, son of J.M. Jackman referred to in
connection with the mine and store. My
grandparents are buried there in the old C. of E.
cemetery up on the hill. I visited it in 1989.

Thanks.

Jean MacGregor
S1. Bruno, Quebec

ED. Copies are on the way. I can't remember the
exact day, but Tilt Cove Reunion Day was on a
Saturday in mid July, 1992.
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special section

Newfoundland's Connections
to the

West Country of England

The West Country of England has many similarities to the island portion of
Newfoundland. The West Country is mainly a rocky district, with chalk in Dorset,
limestone in Somerset, sandstone in Devon, and granite in Cornwall. It also shares its
climate, although year-round temperatures are somewhat warmer, and has the same
moorland and coastal features.
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Early visitors to Newfoundland doubtless
felt right at home until winter came in earnest.
Even the language evokes reminders of
Newfoundland. The people of Somerset, Devon
and Cornwall were the only mainland Celts to
resist the Romans and then the Saxons, and their
unique Cornish language survived until the early
1800s when it was transplanted in Newfoundland
by the thousands who were involved in the
fishery. Even today, there are traces of the
language in smaller inland villages.

Many Newfoundland communities have
close bistorical connections to ports in the West
Country of England. While shipping records are

too extensive to try to researcb all the links to
English ports and families, tbere are enougb
published reports and bistories to indicate the
importance of Newfoundland and its fishery to
some of the larger ports, such as Bristol,
Dartmouth, Plymouth, Exeter and Poole, and
smaller ports that competed with them, sucb as
Barnstaple, Bridport, Teignmouth, Topsham and
Totnes. The book collection of Memorial
University of Newfoundland's main library
contains several local bistories and these bave
been used to supplement other references for a
brief overview of Newfoundland connections to
the West Country.

the earliest links

Many of the West Country ports existed in the 700s and 800s, although their
establishment as trading centres was usually much later. Several Dorset, Devon and
Somerset ports that sent families to Newfoundland date back to that time.

Those in Dorset include Lyme Regis,
which dates to 774 and was famous for its trade
with France and America. The town was given its
cbarter by King Edward I in 1284, when it had
"Regis" added to its name. Lyme Regis has one of
the oldest piers in England, tbe Cobb, and was at
one time a considerable trading port, importing
gold dust and ivory from Africa in addition to its
more mundane cargoes.

Bridport, seven miles east of Lyme
Regis, has a church with traces of the 13th

The Cobb at Lyme Reg~ (from Dave and Joan Hay's The West
Counlty from ,he Sea)
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century building, but the town's fame was a result
of its ropes used by the Royal Navy and
Newfoundland mariners since the 1200s. King
John was ordering his Dorset and Somerset
sheriffs to use Bridport rope as early as 1213.
They were also used by bangmen and referred to
as "Bridport daggers". Callington was a rope and
net merchant in Bridport, and Messrs. Grundy
were, too. In fact, the Gundry famil y were among
the best-known ropemakers in Bridport.

West Bay by Bridport is the most exposed
spot until Mount's Bay in Cornwall, and docking
a sailing ship required a lot of luck and local help.
Bridport is about two miles from West Bay. Ali
ships got larger, the poor barbours of West Bay
and Lyme Regis were of no further use to most
trading vessels. Bridport and Lyme Regis became
free ports in tbe mid-late 1200s.

Another old settlement is Wareham,
founded in 705 by the first Bishop of Sherborne
and famous for its cloth. Most of the old town
was destroyed by fire in the late 1700s and it was
never a major trade centre for Newfoundland. The
nearby small coastal village of Beer was known
for two things - its smuggling and its lace.
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The River Frome at Wareham· The Old Grarwy was buil in
the 1700's but St. Mary's O1urch dates back to 1500 (photo
tom Culingloof' AHistoty .fDevool

Although both places sent men to Newfoundland
in the early days of the fishery, neither played an
important role. One of Beer's more famous
residents was Jack RaUenbury, born a fisherman
but much better known as a smuggler and
privateer. Rattenbury fished off Newfoundland,

The diffs and etm at Beer il Dorset - with boats hauled up on
the beac:ti Newfoundland fashion (photo from Arthur Mee's
1Jevo~

and was captured and recaptured so many times
he had quite a following, including a nobleman
who gave him a small pension for life.

DECKS AWASH

Humphrey and Adrian Gilbert were born
at Greenway, on the north shore of the River Dart
opposite Dittisham, while their half-brother Walter
Raleigh was from Hayes Barton, near Budleigh
Salterton by the Exe. The Gilbert family built the
church in Marldon in the 1400s. It still stands in
all its majesty, but Compton Castle, the home of
the Gilberts, is a majestic ruin. Built by the Pole
family in the days after William the Conqueror, it
was inherited by the Gilberts in the 1300s, with
major additions in the mid-late 1400s and again in
1520.

The impressive ruins of Compton Castle at Markion • home of
the G~berts (photo from Arthur Mee's Devon)

.• f<
Raleigh's birthplace at Hayes Barton, near Budleigh Salterton
(Photo from Arthur Mee's~

The Gilbert connection also explains the
early emergence of Dartmouth as a major port
for Newfoundland fish. The Hawleys were the
first active shipowners in Dartmouth in the 1300s,
although Dartmouth was a key player in the
assembling of the Crusade fleets in the lIDOs.
Three John Hawleys represented Dartmouth as
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mayors and MPs in the mid-1300s to late 1400s
and the town became more important than Tatnes
which had until then reigned supreme on the Dart.

Other Devon towns with early
Newfoundland connections include Barnstaple,
the capital of North Devon, which dates back to
Nonnan times. Bamstaple prospered from 1650 to
1750 because of the Newfoundland fishery,
although its wealth was built more on the
Mediterranean component of the trade.
Barnstaple's early prosperity was based on wool
which was exported. When the River Taw began
to silt up, much of the trade was transfered to
nearby Biderord. Its history is connected to the
Grenville family who owned land until 1744.
Trade with Sir Richard Grenville's colonies of
Virginia and Carolina continued until their
independence. Bideford was one of the first
communities to send fishing vessels to
Newfoundland in the early 1500s, and its families
included those of Strange, Buck, Darracott and
Browning. Wars and the collapse of the Devon
woollen industry in the late 1700s killed off most
overseas commerce. Appledore was 'the
shipbuilding centre on the Taw-Tamar Estuary and
it now has the North Devon Maritime Museum.
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Tavistock and Buckfastleigh in Devon have
Newfoundland connections, as do Newton Abbott
and Abbotsbury. Part of Newton Abbot's church
dates from the 1200s, although most of it was
rebuilt in the BOOs and 1400s. Newton Abbot had
the Dartmouth and Newfoundland [nns for the
annual spring rendezvous en route to the
Americas,

Two of the largest West Country ports
also originated long before the Age of Discovery.
Plymouth is one of the oldest settlements in
Britain with connections to prehistoric and Roman
times. Plymouth Hoe is where Sir Francis Drake
played bowls before bowling over the Spanish
Armada. Both the Annada Memorial and a statue
of Sir Francis Drake are at Plymouth, but both are
dwarfed by the Naval Memorial. Plymouth was
also the landing point of the first transatlantic
flight from Newfoundland to England on May 31,
1919. Tucked away on the Tamar Estuary on the
border with Cornwall, it is close to some of the
region's best known tin mines on Dartmoor. It
was also known for its cloths and was a major
trading partner with Newfoundland in the early
days of settlement. Many Bickfords left from
south Devon in the late 1600s.

The city of Bristol was first settled by the
Romans but there is no written record in the
Anglo·Saxon Chronicle until 1051. There were,

Boals tied up opposle Plymouth Custom House in Sutton Pool
(Photo from C. Hemy Warren's West CountT)1
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however, coins minted showing the town existed
in the late 9OOs. Its first residents may well have
come from Ireland in the reign of Alfred the Great
(871-891) and a bridge was soon built across the
Avon. The Severn Channel has the highest tides in
the world except for the Bay of Fundy, as much
as 50 feet. The safe anchorage on the River Avon
at Bristol made it an important por~ and it figured
in one of the lasting historical events. Harold
Godwinsen fled Bristol in 1051 and precipitated
the Norman invasion of England in 1066 when he
was proclaimed King of England in spile of his
oath to support William Duke of Normandy.
Bristol's citizens fought off Harold's three sons in
1068 and supported William's rule.

Bristol's early prosperity was built mostly
at the expanse of the Irish, and Henry II even
granted Dublin to Bristol - Bristol's leaders
declined the offer. Trade was active enough in the
mid-1200s that quays had to be built around the
mouth of the River Frome and a decision had to
be made on what to do about the Port of Bristol.
The result was a diversion of the River Frome
between 1240 and 1247 and a boost to Bristol's
trade. In the 1300s, Bristol dealt in cloth, iron,
lead and salt fish, and, in the 1400s, the Canynges
(Cannings) family became the prominent merchant
family.

Some other Somerset towns started
somewhat later. Chard is close to the Devon and
Dorset borders and has been a borough since the
1200s. Most of the town was burnt to the ground
in a 1577 fire, and several families then moved to
Newfoundland. The grammar school was founded
in 1671, but O1ard's greatest claim to fame was
having 12 of its citizens hanged for treason by
Judge Jeffreys at the time of the Monmouth
Rebellion. Nearby Yeovil was connected with the
Strait of Belle Csle fishery.

Unloading American mail in Plymouth Sound (photo from C.
Henry Warren's West Count~

'J..

ALL SEASONS ROOFING LTD.
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early years of the Newfoundland fishery

the 15005
The first European fishermen to take part in the Newfoundland fishery probably

arrived in the 1400s, although there was no obvious summer fishery until the 1500s,
when the French, Basques and Spanish became active.

Thomas Uoyd 1545, and the French
sailed west out of followed them, using
Bristol in 1480, the port of Sl. Malo
returning to Ireland in and its Biscay salt. The
the fall, apparently English did not take an
without reaching the interest until the
Americas. Two other closure of the Icelandic
ships, the George and fisbing grounds in the
the Trinity, sailed in lale 1500s. but the
1481, but it was Jobn West Country
Cabot, a Genoese merchants quickly
captain, who made the expanded into both
first documented Newfoundland and
successful crossing in New England during
1497 after an the Age of Discovery.
unsuccessful voyage Several West Country
two years earlier. A ports greatly increased
fleet of four vessels, in importance because
with John cabot of the Newfoundland
aboard, was lost at sea fishery.
in 1498. Early contacts Topsham
were not lucrative. developed as a port for
John Cabot received 10 Exeter in the Middle
pounds sterling and an Ages after the Countess
annual pension of 20 of Devon built a weir
pounds sterling for his =~~:~:as,~MarDne Museum n Exeter across the River Exe in
discovery of the new '-'- '-'- -J 1282. In the 100 years

colony. which was listed as the -New Isle-. before 1450. Exeter lay at the edge of the tin-
Bristol fishennen returned from Newfoundland mining region, but, when the woollen trade
after John Cabot's 1497 voyage with stories of became important, Exeter was its focus, although
fish so abundant that the loss of the Iceland the road to Topsham was its lifeline. The cloth
fishery would not be important. It was, however, produced was made from the coarse local wool
the French and Portuguese who made the most use and could not compare with the heavy broadcloths
of it until the English turned their attention of Wiltshire. Edward II first levied a wool tax in
westwards. 1341, and the amount collected over the next

There were, nonetheless, enough west century indicates a growing wool industry,
coast vessels off Newfoundland in 1541 that it especially around Barnstaple. Devon wool reached
was exempted from fishing restrictions. The world markets in the 1400s and amounted to 10%
Basques fishennen initiated the banks fishery after of the national export tolal by 1502. The attraction
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was cheap, lightweight, brightly-coloured cloths.
Topsham was the main port for trade with

North America, and its trade with Newfoundland
exceeded that of all other West Country ports, but
the construction of a canal to bypass the weir in
1566 reduced its importance somewhat, although
it continued to outrival neighbouring Exeter until
the 1600s, when the canal made Exeter a more
attractive proposition for merchants.

Exeter had kept most of the lucrative
processing industry, and her port facilities were
rivalled only by Totn.. on the Dart. Geoffrey of
Monmouth insisted in the 1100s that Totnes was
where Britain began with Brutus of Troy fulfilling
a prophecy by discovering the island that now
bears his name. It shares the story with Plymouth
- a more likely candidate for actual discovery
appears to be Pythcas who sailed to Britain from
the Mediterranean around 320 Be. Certainly,
Toines had a proud history until overtaken in
importance by other West Country ports.

Robert Thorne of Bristol was one of
Cabors backers and he, and his sons Robert and
Nicholas, soon followed across the Atlantic.
Several voyages left Bristol after 1501, but the
accession of Henry VIII discouraged exploration
so the voyages ceased and Sebastien cabot moved
to Spain in 1509. Bristolians claim that America
was named by Cabot for Richard Ameryk, the
Customs Collector of the Port of Bristol. Others
without Bristol connections attribute it to
Americus Vespucius, a resident of Seville who
promoted himself as the true discoverer of the
New World (or "Mundus Novus" as he called it).

Bristol limited trade privileges to members
of the Society of Merchant Venturers, which
somewhat restricted growth. The population of
Bristol had risen to 6,000 by 1554, but Bristol
suffered from the wars with Spain, its main
trading partner. The Bristol merchants organized
trips to St. John's each spring after 1560, and
there may have been as many as 50 vessels off
Newfoundland by 1578. Most were 40-50 ton
vessels with a crew of 20 or so, of whom about a
dozen fished and the remainder cured the "stock"
fish. Coastal woods were cut out for timber but no
claim was made to the land, although the English
laid down rules for St. John's and Ferrilon
(Ferryland),

DECKS AWASH

EXMOUTH TO
DARTMOUTH

Exeter, Topstlam, Newton Abbot, Teigmnouth, Torquay,
Brixham, Danmouth and Totnes (Map hom Dav~ and Joan
Hay's The West Country hom the Sea)

Richard HakJuyt wrote his plea for more
colonization in 1582, settled in Bristol three years
later, and encouraged voyages to New England
and canada in the early 1600s, including the
colonization of Virginia. Robert Aldworth started
the sugar trade in the early 1600s and helped with
New England colonization.

The town of Poole became the chief port
of East Dorset after Wareham's harbour became
too silted up in the 1200s. It gained its town
charter in 1248, and became a royal port in 1433,
becoming closely connected with Newfoundland
shortly after Bristol, perhaps in the mid-1500s.
The local limestone was used for buildings in
North America, and Purbeck marble was
particularly prized for monuments. In 1551, the
Poole Town Accounts noted the arrival of some
Newfoundland fish.

The 1574 census of Poole lists ships
belonging to town residents. They include the
Castell of Comforle, owned by William Pinnell
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A view of Poole in 1833, showing St. James's Church, the warehouses and Newfoundland-bound vessels (frQm OJl1ingford's A Histoly of
DM~

and John Lambert; Grace of God, owned by
Richard Edwards; Sea Flower, owned by John
Bramble and Michel Cullurs; Stetts Bonnaventor,
owned by Nicbolas Curee (Curry); Sea Bright,
owned by John Lambert and John Dobins; Angell,
owned by John Bramble and John Dohins; Eagle,
owned by Peter Coze and Richard Mawdleye;
Edward, owned by William Pen; William and
John, owned by John Fielde and William Poole;
Primrose, owned by William Collyford; Maye
Flower, owned by John Collon; Barque Lambert,
owned by John Lambert; Marygold, owned by
John Bramble and John Androwes (Andrews);
Hopewell, owned by Thomas Benet (Bennell);
Caruell, owned by Thomas Mores (Moores);
Peter, owned by Richard Lambert; Sithe, owned
by Peter Coxe; and New Barque, owned by
Andrew Pinnell and Peter Cillie (Sealy). Several
of these held the office of rnayor of Poole in the
late 1500s and early 1600s.

In 1583, when Elizabeth I made Poole
separate from the County of Dorset, one of the
fisbermen met by Humphrey Gilbert in 51. John's
was Christopher Farewell of Poole. At that time,
he was the senior baillif in Poole and was fined
for "his contempte in absentinge himself from the
chief office of senior Ballyweeke, in going a long
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voyage towards the New founde land without the
consente of the maior, justices, brethren, and the
rest of the burgisses." Just as important as fish
was the purchase of "trayne oyle".

Aview of modem·day Torquay (Photo from Arthur Mee's Devon)
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Fishermen from Brixham, which now
adjoins Torquay, travelled to the North Sea and
started the fisheries out of Lowestoft, Grimsby
and Fleetwood. Brixham has always been noted
for its fresh fish and for the landing of William of
Orange with his Dutch fleet on November 5,
1688. Brixham was the inspiration for the hymn,
-Abide With Me-, and was one of the few English
places Napoleon ever saw on his way to St.
Helena in August 1815. Torbay now stretches
north lowards Teignmouth and south towards
Paignton, which has in turn spread inland and
southwards towards Brixham. Il still has a busy
fish market and sea-related museums as well as
the British Marine, Aquarium and Trawling
Exhibition, the British Fisheries Museum, and the
National Coastguard Museum. The limestone cliffs
at Berry Head have seabird colonies similar lo
those on tbe cliffs of Newfoundland.

The 8riIdlam fishing lIeeI in port (p- hom David and Joan
Hay's TIle WMt Coun1ly hom the SeoI

Dartmouth was involved in the Icelandic
cod fishery after Bergen's monopoly was removed
in 1414, but a Jack of suitable vessels for trading
fish with the Western Mediterranean countries
meant tbat tbe Canynge (Canning) family in
Bristol were the most active traders in the 14005.
Dartmouth relied on the pilchard fishery, which
was salted and sold lo France and Spain. There
were 35 vessels in the Dart estuary in 1572, and
27 at Plymouth, which benefitted from its
association with Francis Drake and John Hawkins.

DECKS AWASH

Sir John Hawkins was the most famous of
the Plymouth traders and mariners, although his
first voyage in 1562 was to start the African slave
trade. The most popular article in the 1713 Treaty
of Utrecht was the one that gave the British a
monopoly in it Dartmouth eventually overhauled
Totnes and Exeter as Devon's main port in the
late 1500s. The Anchor Stone in Dartmouth
Harbour is said to be the place where Sir Walter
Raleigh lit the first pipe to be smoked in England,
and also where local men brought their wives at
rising tide to cool off.

In the 15005, Totnes had five times as
many shipowners as Dartmouth, where James
Pelliton was the most prominent merchant. In
Tomes, the Shapleigh and Plumleigh families were
active, as were the Haymans and Staplehills. The
Newman family, who moved to Dartmouth in the
1600s, were Totnes merchants in the 15005. The
main reason that Totnes was more important was
that the River Dart was often heavily silted with
sand from the nearby tinworks. Topsham,
Dartmouth and Teignmouth battled for supremacy
in the late 1500s to early 1800s, but local berring
and pilchard fisheries were important, too.

The loss of the Icelandic fishery to
Denmark encouraged Dartmouth and Plymouth
merchants to look to Newfoundland after 1580.
Roope, Holdsworth & Teage operated out of
Dartmouth, with Arthur Holdsworth later teaming
up with Newman. Peter Ouquier was another
merchant in Dartmouth, as was Andrew Pinson.

Being a free port, unlike Bristol,
Dartmouth's vessels operated on the share system
developed in Iceland, with one third to the
shipowner for hire and maintenance, one third to
the merchants for fitting out and supplies, and one
third lo the master and crew for wages and
reward. This became the normal method of
payment in the Newfoundland fisbery.

John Davis was the most famous
Dartmouth sailor in the 15005, far surpassing the
Gilberts, and between 1580 and 1640 Dartmouth
was the richest port in terms of trade with
Newfoundland. As Burton wrote in his book on
the West Country, "Life was hard, the risks great,
the profits enormous", and Newfoundland trade
built up the British Navy which soon outpowered
that of the Dutch. Small wonder that the Royal
Naval College was built in Dartmouth.
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loss of the Squirrel with Gilbert aboard on
September 9.

Gilbert's dreams did nol end with his
death. Dr. John Dee and Humphrey's younger
brother, Adrian Gilbert, persuaded John Davis to
seek the North West passage after 1585. He was
unsuccessful in 1585 and 1586, when he
recovered part of the cost by returning with 500
sealskins. Exeter and Totnes merchants financed
the 1586 trip, but Davis got help from William
Sanderson of London, who was related to Waiter
Raleigh by marriage, for a 1587 trip from
Dartmouth. Davis' "Traverse Book" became the
model for ships' logs. One of the more famous
classical paintings by Millais was of Waiter
Raleigh and Humphrey Gilbert as boys listening to
an old Budleigh Salterton sailor's tale.

The outbreak of war with Spain in 1584
expanded trade, some of which was handled by
the Dutch. Sir Bernard Drake routed the
Portuguese and Spanish fishing fleets in 1585 and
secured St. John's for the English. As many as
100 ships may have sailed from Dartmouth,
Plymouth and other West Country harbors in the
1585-87 period, but the fishery was suspended in
1588 because of war with Spain that culminated in
the routing of the Spanish Annada by Sir Francis
Drake. The next century saw a substantial increase
in transatlantic trade and the first established
settlements in Newfoundland. Indeed, Witless Bay
may have received its name from a West Country
family - Whittle is a Dorset family name.

Most of the more prominent Plymouth
merchants, such as the Hawkins, Eliot, Fownes,
Gayer and Sheere families, were engaged in the
Newfoundland fisheries. The links of both
Plymouth and Dartmouth with Newfoundland
were never plainer than in the late 1500s. Sir
Humphrey Gilbert became a member of Queen
Elizabeth I's court at the age of 18 and spent most
of the 1560s in Ireland, but he also had an interest
in the North West passage to India. He became a
member of parliament for Plymouth in 1570 and
was a staunch supporter of royalty and nobility.

After a disastrous military campaign in the
Netherlands in 1572, Gilbert concentrated on the
North West passage and on the idea of crippling
the fishing fleets of France, Spain and Portugal.
He set sail for North America from Dartmouth in
1578 with the most powerful squadron ever
assembled on the west coast, but he does not
appear to have had any support from Dartmouth
families. After obtaining royal authority to take
possession of any new lands he discovered, he put
together a fleet that included the 250-ton Ann
Ager under his command, the 160-ton Hope of
Greenway under the command of Carey Raleigh,
the l00-ton Falcon under the command of his
half-brother WaIter Raleigh, and the 110-ton Red
Lion under the command of Miles Morgan. He
also had the smaller Gal/ion, Swallow and
Squirrel. Henry Knollys joined the fleet with five
ships, but a stonn delayed their departure from
Plymouth until November when it was too late to
attack the European fishing fleets, and Knollys left
after a disagreement.

The 1578 expedition was a disaster for
Gilbert, and it was four years before he could pay
off the debts and build a new neet. WaIter
Raleigh sent the 260-ton Bark Raleigh and
Humphrey's brother John Gilbert sent the 120-ton
Delight, but the other ships were small. Captain
Edward Hayes of the 40-lon Golden Hind reported
the voyage and was very critical of Gilbert's
ahilities. Humphrey Gilbert claimed
Newfoundland for the English crown on August 5,
1583, and proclaimed the Church of England as
the only authorized church, established English
law and set heavy penalties for speaking out
against the crown. When the fleet left St. John's it
ran into all kinds of problems, culminating in the
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the first permanent settlements

the 1600s

Although pennanent settlement in Newfoundland was generally not allowed by
West Country merchants, there were already people living there. Cupids owed its
existence in 1610 to the Company of Adventurers and Planters of London and Bristol, but
it was one of very few colonies established.
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Most early
Conception Bay North
setUers sailed from
Bridport and Poole as
aew on English fishing
vessels. Captain
William Baggs sailed
from Poole around
1685 and settled at
Broad Cove.

Weymouth
merchant families
included the Geiars. the
Lockyers, and the
Walthams, while
traders included the
Hodders. Trade was
with France, Spain,
Norway and New­
foundland, and pirates
were a problem. One
sailing to Newfound­
land was recorded in
1625, with four in
1634, with nine loads
of fish exported in
1625 and 11 in 1634.
Both cod and oil were

brought from Newfoundland, but the trade appears
to have been quite small. Macpherson listed 150
small ships engaged in Newfoundland trade in
1615, 250 in 1622, and 170 in 1626. Another
pampblet publisbed in 1623 also referred to 250
English vessels sailing for Newfoundland. It
appears that there was more trade with New
England. By 1636, merebants and shipowners
from Exeter, Plymouth, Weymouth and Lyme

The Adventurers
owned land in what is
now 81. John's as early
as 1610, but interest in
the area was so low
that the Company
offered it for private
sale in 1616.

Those residents
who did overwinter
were usually protecting
fishing properties. The
Poole by-laws contain
reference to duties on
Newfoundland fish as
early as 1613, and, by
1618, the Newfound­
land fishery was the
most important aspect
of the town's economy.
The French were
constant threats to the
fishery, but the more
difficult to deal with
were the English
privateers and pirates.
In 1611, Peter Easton
terrorized 81. John's
fishennen, and, five years later, Henry
Mainwaring was the main pirate hazard. There
were so many pirates that, in 1625, the mayors of
Poole and Weymouth made a desperate plea to to

the Crown to offer special protection, without
success. At that time, 250 ships were setting sail
for Newfoundland, and Eric and Maria Cobham
were pirates operating out of Poole and Plymouth.

DECKS AWASH 13



Regis were all complaining about pirates. The Burt family is of Margery Burt at Bay Bulls in
French neet appeared in 1636 and the mayor of 1651.
Weymouth claimed 87 ships were lost that year. Plymouth had 50 ships in 1594 and 60 hy

Another region to benefit was the area that 1631, with vessels averaging 100 tons. As many
contained Torquay, Paignton and Brixham which as 2,400 of Plymouth's 7,000 residents may have
now fonn the municipality of Torbay, home of sailed to Newfoundland each year. During the
the British fleet during the Napoleonic Wars and winter months, ships were made ready to sail to
the inspiration for the Avalon Peninsula Newfoundland in the spring. Some cargoes
community with the same name. Torquay had a returned to Plymouth for re~export, but most ships
very important connection with the Newfoundland dealt direct with Western Mediterranean markets
fishery in the late 17005. The Carys and Palks and delivered some of Plymouth's lead to the New
were notable landowners who took advantage of World. James Yonge had visited Newfoundland
the port's closeness to ...- --, with William Cook in

Europe. The quay was 1663 and returned in
later used by the 1670, when he slayed
British Navy in the with several Plymouth
Napoleonic Wars, and surgeons, Richard
the town is now a Munyon, Richard
popular seaside resort. Avent, Caleb Hall and

As early as a Mr. Hingston.
1592, London mer- Tavlslock,
chants were complain- Buckfastleigh and
ing about the blockage AshburtoD were
of Newfoundland trade woollen towns that
by West Country supplied some seamen
merchants. for Newfoundland and

Despite inter- New England, where
ruptions by maritime Plymouth was the most
wars, Dartmouth important port, with its
prospered better than citizens establishing
most other West Newfoundland settle-
Country ports between ments in the 16205.
1583 and 1643, and the Captain Richard Whit-
Newfoundland fishery bourne estimated in a
drew hundreds of new 1621 book that it cost
families to the free 300 pounds to outfit a
port, which wisely l00-ton vessel with a
recruited them as crew of 40 in addition
burgesses and made to the cost of hire and
them servants of the maintenance. No ship
town. Dartmouth could leave before
expanded in 1600 with the filling in of marshland March I, so the rush to get to the best fishing
and became the leading trading port of Devon rooms was intense. Salt cod and cod oil were
with a sheltered deep-water harbour and two taken to Portugal and Spain before a return to port
protective castles. Trade with Spain and Portugal in the fall. These direct sales were not economical,
later overshadowed the fishery in Newfoundland. so Dartmouth merchants were already taking
Residents of Devon towns settled on the Southern control by 1612. They bought salt in France and
Shore in the mid-late 1600s. Elizabeth Matthews took it to Newfoundland, before sailing to the
may have been living in Bay Bulls as early as West Indies with fish to trade for rum or tobacco.
1641, and the first Newfoundland mention of the Two runs could be made in good years.
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Atypical West Country scene in the 16005 (from David and
.ban Hay's The West Country from the Sea)

The Pilgrim Fathers sailed from Sutton in
1620, a part of Plymouth also used by Sir Francis
Drake and his captains. The oldest house, Prysten
House, was celebrated in the Plymouth Tapestry ­
another tapestry showing the Mayflower story has
now been completed. William Parker, a privateer,
was one of the best-known local residents in the
early 1600s. Captain Richard Whitbourne took
part in an Admiralty commission in 1615, and this
led, six years later, to the establishment of Lord
Baltimore's colony. The fishermen finally received
their own constitution in 1633, but there was quite
a bit of disagreement before it came into law. The
granting of Newfoundland rights in 1637
prevented any planter from felling wood within
six miles of the sea.

Trade declined in the wars of the 1620s,
but privateering flourished with at least 80 ships
involved, and Turkish pirates are reported to have
captured the Plymouth fishing neet in 1636.
Plymouth played a leading role in establishing the
"Western Charter" of 1634 and was almost
entirely dependent on the Newfoundland fishery
by 1641. Further wars reduced the fishing fleet to
just five ships on the Grand Banks in 1652, and
New England colonists largely broke their ties
with Plymouth. The fishing fleet built back up to
20 ships by 1677, 12 of them "sac" ships, but
declined to a point where it had almost ended by
1699, after which Plymouth merchants
concentrated on trade with the West Indies.

One of the most prominent Dartmouth
merchants was Captain Arthur Holdsworth, who
first visited Newfoundland in the 1640s and later
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became a leading local politician, especially after
many family marriages to the Newman family. In
1672, he was elected mayor of Dartmouth, and his
son, Arthur, became 5t. John's Admiral in 1700.
The Newmans were active in Dartmouth as early
as 1447, and Thomas Newman was a prominent
citizen in 1662. Thomas married Zabien Staplehill
about 1600 consolidating Newfoundland interests.

Dartmouth merchants engaged in the wine
trade with Portugal by the 16505. The Newman
family were first mentioned in Newfoundland
records in 1569, and, by 1604, they were
important merchants. Robert Shapleigh, John
Plumleigh and Thomas Saier were all in the cod
fishery and may have sent ships to Newfoundland
long before the trade in cod increased. Roope,
Hunt, Page and Teage, and other Dartmouth
families joined the Newmans and Holdsworths on
the coasts of Newfoundland or in Portuguese
winehouses. At least four Cuttfords left Plymouth
for Newfoundland in the late 1600s.

John Shapleigh's nephew, Jobn Trevorgie,
was appointed Governor of 51. John's in 1651, but
West Country merchants continued to prevent a
permanent Governor being appointed on the
Southern Shore in order to maintain their
monopoly. Fishermen still returned home at the
end of each fishing season even after a relaxing of
the rules in 1670. The French took advantage of
this since their government allowed permanent
settlement in the New World.

Wars and threats of wars largely destroyed
the Newfoundland trade in the late 1600s - the
Third Dutch War of 1672-74 was particularly hard
on Dartmouth ships, 27 of which were lost. By the
end of the 16oos, there may have been as many as
400 fishing vessels in Newfoundland waters, 20%
from Dartmouth. Totnes merchants had by then
moved to Dartmouth, although the woollen
industry was still centred in Totnes.

Sir John Barry escorted 40 ships back to
Bristol in the fall of 1675 and left behind
provisions from merchants in Topsham,
Dartmouth and London. By 1690, Bristol and
London merchants requested that eight men-of-war
and two fire-ships be stationed at Bay Bulls each
April to defend it against the French. Richard
Brookes was one of many Topsham merchants
who settled in Bay Bulls before 1700 - both he
and Richard SpulWay (Spurvey) were listed as
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Bay Bulls boatkeepers in 1681. The Heymans and
Reardons operated out of Topsham in the 16705
and 16805. Other Topsham families included the
Brooks, Follette, Jackson, Hodder, Pounce,
Stafford, Withel and Pennell families.

The first Follett arrived in the Grand
Beach area in the late 1600s, and Samuel Follett,
a Topsham general merchant, followed in the
early 1700s. Benjamin and John Follett were
lumber merchants in the mid-late 1700s.

Topsham merchants imported Dutch bricks
for ballast before switching to the lucrative
Newfoundland fishery which made it the West
Country's leading port in 1690. Ships would leave
for Cadiz with Welsh coal, take on a cargo of salt
for Newfoundland, exchange it for salt cod that
would then be traded in Mediterranean ports for
tannin-rich acorn cups prized by the leather trade.
Topsham-built schooners could make the run in
40 days in all weathers.

The original Port de Grave settlers came
from Devon and Cornwall, and included the
Andrews, Anthony, Coveduck, Porter, Taylor and
Tucker families, all of whom arrived in the mid­
1600s. The Butler, Dawe and Mugford families
soon followed. The Dawes came from Ashburton
and the Mugfords from Muckford. R.A. Parsons'
Salute to Port de Grave made reference to the
Devon and Cornwall connections. The first
mention of the aouter family in Newfoundland
was of a Clowter at Bay Bulls in 1682. The
Snows were also from Devon, with John Snow
and Sons owning property in Harbour Grace
dating back to the lale 1600•. The Earl(e) family
from South Devon settled at Juggler's Cove
around 1660, and the Mays of Fortune Bay were
from several communities in Devon, Somerset and
Dorset. James May sailed his ship, the Friendship,
from Devon in the 1650s, and the family was still
trading in the mid~1700s.

The major player in the Newfoundland
fisheries by the 1600s was the Dorset seaport of
Poole, which is next to the more recent seaside
town of Bournemouth. Poole's harbour is almost
completely landlocked and is the second largest
harbour in the world. Poole has long-standing
connections to the Strait of Belle Isle fishery, and
its fishing fleet contains many vessels that would
be at home in outport Newfoundland. The
Maritime Museum illustrates the town's
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association with the sea, Seaplen's Court Museum
shows its history, and the Guildhall Museum
highlights life in the 1700. and 1800•.

Most of the businesses in Poole originated
from the Newfoundland fish trade, and both
Garland and Jolliffe are commemorated in street
names. John Garland was a resident of Harbour
Grace as early as 1676. Modern-day Poole's quay
continues into Newfoundland and Labrador
Drives. Poole merchants earned 3,000 pounds
sterling from trade with Newfoundland in 1595
alone, and the fish trade rapidly replaced the cloth
trade as the mainstay of the Dorset economy.

The first Old Perlican fishermen in the
early-mid 1600s were mainly from Poole,
including the Carters. Poole's mayor, William
Carter, was the first of many Poole merchants to
petition for permanent settlement in Newfoundland
in 1679, and his son, John, was with other Poole
fishermen, Edward Elliot, Thomas Bates and
Samuel Russell by 1681. Robert Carter was the
justice of the peace for Ferryland as early as 1738.
The Biddlecombes, Spiberrells and Witchmans
also arrived in the late 1600s. Poole vessels did
most of the English fishing out of Old Perlican,
alongside vessels from Waterford.

Other ports had more tenuous connections
to Newfoundland. Teignmouth had a number of
boatbuilders and some of them undoubtedly built
vessels for the fishery. Teignmouth was sacked at
least twice by the French and even had its fishing
fleet seized, but it was a busy trading port with
fish, salt and china clay exchanged for wood pulp
and timber from Norway. The Cockers of
Teignmouth have connections to Renews, and the
Butlers of Conception Bay North were from
Teignmouth and owned fishing rooms in SI.
John's in the mid-Iatc 1700s.

Widecombe-on-the-Moor on the edge of
Dartmoor was the home of William Cooker's
family. Salcombe's clipper schooners carried
pineapples from the West Indies and oranges
fromn the Azores, and the port has a Museum of
Maritime and Local History at Custom House
Quay. .
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the rise of Newfoundland business

the 17005 and 1800s

Poole was, by the early 1700s, one of Newfoundland's most important trading
partners. In 1713, its merchants included John Spencer and Henry Wiseman, with
Hutchings and Rogers dealing in cloth and leather.

,----;0;--------=---------, did particularly well
and left a fortune when
he died in 1792.
Another successful
trader was John
Masters. born in
Newfoundland but
twice mayor of Poole.
The Masters came from
Dorset to Sound Island
as early as 1687.

William Lewis
from Sherborne. Dor­
set, was apprenticed to
Captain James Brooks
of Bay Bulls in 1759.
Joseph Frampton set­
tled at Gin Cove, Smith
Sound, in 1866, but the
Frampton family can
be traced back to
Poole, from where
Joseph Frampton and
his wife emigrated to
Trinity by 1760. The

~ fact that their daughter,

The Weymouth packet maintains a trading link with !he 0lanneI Jean, was born in
Islands (Photo from Buf1On's TlleWes'Cooo'I)l Lyme Regis in 1763

'----'----------'- ---1 suggests that they were
not then permanent residents. The Moultons of
Fortune Bay came from Poole and were trading
with Newman and Company in the late 1780s.
Newmans in Jersey Harbour also accounted for
the arrival of the Matthews, Vatchers and Colliers
in Burgeo in the late 1700s. Newman, Hunt and
Company were originally a London company with
West Country connections.

Thomas
Hackman was another
Poole merchant, as
were Nicholas and
Samuel White, who
were connected with
the firm of White, TilO
and Durrell. Families
active in Newfoundland
trade after 1713 were
the Spurriers, Lesters,
Garlands, Whites, and
Colbomes. Ouistopher
Spurrier and Company
of Poole built barques,
brigs and schooners at
Ship Cove, near Burin,
from 1718 to the early
1800s.

A Placentia
Bay merchant firm was
Saunders, Sweetman
and Saunders, an
offshoot of Wiliam
Saunders and Company
of Poole. They expor­
ted their fish to Spain
and the West Indies.
Business declined after
the Placentia garrison left in 1811 and ended when
Roger Sweetman died without a heir in 1862. The
firm of Neave was active at the same time in
neighbouring Argentia, which was then known as
Uttle Placentia. Pike and Green had a business in
Carbonear by 1750. It was taken over by another
Poole firm, George and James Kemp, around 1790
and later by Slade. Elson & Company. John Slade
of Poole. who carried on business in Twillingate,

DECKS AWASH 17



WILTSHIRE

. Po," .•~"

"--_-"'-_-"'20 km
Towns and villages sendllg fishermen 10 Newfoundland 00 Poole vessels (from Malthe'NS)

Many Poole families were Quakers,
including the Taverners of Bay de Verde, George
Skeffington, Benjamin Lester, and the Vallis and
Penney families. Three Penney brothers arrived in
the Milton area in the late 1700s. Other Poole
families included those of Lewen, Weston, Olive,
Nickleson, Pike, Phippard, Clceves, Durrell, and
Wallace.

Defoe noted in 1724 that Poole was the
pre.eminent port for the Newfoundland fishery. In
1725, as many as 40 vessels were sailing for
Newfoundland, and this had nearly doubled by
1774. Nine Poole villages supplied fishennen to
Newfoundland in 1741, but only one came from
Poole itself. Rural residents signed on as crew
members for one winter and two summers and
then became mariners, where they could become
rich on the proceeds of fish and seals. Because the
Newfoundland fishery provided such excellent
training in handling boats in the most difficult
conditions, Dartmouth and Poole became prime
targets for the Royal Navy press gangs. When
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wars loomed, embargo warrants would decimate
the ranks of Newfoundland-bound fishermen. In
one season, Poole lost 279 men, Weymouth 139,
and Lyme Regis 23. The Masters and Warehams
arrived in Garden Cove and Sound Island from
Dorset in the late 1600s and 1700s.

The French were a problem for the people
of Poole in the 1700s and early 1800s, although
the tables were sometimes turned. Two Poole
letters, dated September 21, 1702, indicate that
144 Frenchmen and Micmacs captured the
Pembroke from London, the Society of Poole and
the William on August 18, but were eventually
routed by Captain Michael Gill of Charlestown,
New England. A month later, a band of armed
Frenchman surprised the inhabitants of Trinity and
the crew of the Hopewell and took John Masters
prisoner. In 1797, a Poole vessel, the General
Wolf, with a crew of 15 was captured on its way
to Newfoundland. Three crew members were left
on board, along with 12 French sailors, and they
succeeeded in retaking their ship, which they
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sailed triumphantly back to Cork. There is no
word on what happened to the 12 other crew
members.

In another incident in 1813, Stephen Pack,
a freemason of the Lodge of Amity in Poole, was
captured by a fellow freemason, Jacques de Bon.
The biscuit of hard bread presented to Pack as a
memorial to brotherhood is still in a glass case in
the Lodge in Poole. The biscuit had been placed
on a string around a dog's neck as a sign of its
freedom.

The Royal Navy also relied on Dorset for
its men-of-war. Of 20 vessels built for the
Napoleonic Wars, all but one were built at
Bridport. Poole was also a favourite place for
smugglers in the 1700s and early 1800s - one of
the most successful and popular being Isaac
Gulliver.

During the 1700s, English vessels from
Devon and Cornwall came in early summer to fish
White Bay and stayed until the bad weather of
September. Robert Bartlett settled at Anchor Point
on the Strait of Belle Isle around 1750 and sent
for his nephew, Robert Genge, who was living in
Yeovil, Somerset. After the British took over
Placentia in the 17505, ships from Bideford and
Bamstaple made regular visits. The first Rowsells
in the Hall's Bay area arrived from Poole or
Bristol in the early 1700s. Three Rowsell brothers
settled in Newfoundland ~ one went to Notre
Dame Bay, a second to Fogo and a third to Round
Harbour. Most of the early Bishop's Cove families
were from the West Country, including the Smith,
Percy, Noseworthy, Gosse, Hutchin(g)s and Piddle
(Peddle) families. Braggs from Devon and
Noseworthys from Dorset also settled in the Pouch
Cove area in the early 1700s. Robert and Richard
Gosse leased land from John Clements, who had a
business in Harbour Grace. The Yetmans of
Bryant's Cove arrived from Devon in the mid~

17005. The Dartmouth firm of Newman was
established at Fortune Bay in the late 17005. The
Quetts of Belleoram arrived at Lillie Bay from
Sturminster Newton in the 17005, and a Day
family from Bristol settled in Garnish in the mid­
late 17005. John Day, who was born in Dorset in
1795, first apprenticed to John Peyton in
Twillingate and then moved to Cannanville South
in 1826.
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Improvements to Topsham's canal in the
16905 were completed in the early 17005, which
increased Exeter's importance. Exeter merchants
brought sugar from the Caribbean, salt fish from
Newfoundland, and rice, tobacco and timber from
North America. The dried cod was exchanged for
Mediterranean salt. Most Exeter trade was with
Spain, Portugal and Italy, and it was known for its
hard~wearing cloths, exports of which rivalled
those of London. Trade with Newfoundland
continued to be important into the mid-1700s.
Dartmouth only sent 21 vessels in 1700, mostly
under the control of Arthur Holdsworth, who was
by then Admiral at St. John's. He employed 136
bye-boat keepers recruited in Devon. Meanwhile,
the fishery continued in the old ways from
Bideford, Poole and Weymouth.

Exeter's biggest rival in the 1600s and
17005 was not Dartmouth or Plymouth as
previously but Bristol. Improvements to its port
helped establish Bristol as England's number two
port after London in lbe 1700s. In 1687, 240 sbips
sailed from the Avon, but there were 448 100
years later and the vessels were a third larger in
size. Rum, sugar and tobacco were the main
imports from America, and slaves were the main
exports. Bristol also had more privateers than
other English ports - 127 were equipped and sent
out in the 11 years leading to the signing of the
Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. One was Captain
Woodes Rogers, who was born in Poole in 1679
and married into a prominent Bristol family. He
had a particularly profitable 30-month trip in
1709·11. Bristol merchants were concentrated at
Harbour Grace in the late 1700s, with Hugh
William Danson one of the largest business until
the early 1800s. Thome, Hooper & Company, also
with Bristol connections, owned six vessels in
Harbour Grace in 1837.

Dartmouth's importance increased while
that of Bristol declined as a direct result of its
freer trading practices. Most Dartmouth merchants
had set up in Port de Grave. In 1791, about 112
Dartmouth ships were used in the trade with
Newfoundland and the Mediterranean. There were
Dartmouth natives on the Northern Peninsula, too
- Thomas Mitchelmore was the first permanent
settler at Green Island Cove, arriving around 1845.
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Plymouth was also quite important,
especially with the added trade with the Azores.
Newman, Hunt & Roope were at Dartmouth in the
17005, and there were four Newman brothers with
schooners in the 1770.. The Roopes and
Newmans were very active in the wine trade,
especially in the early 17005. Newman and Roope
also owned premises in French's Cove in the
17005. William Littlejohn, an employee of
Newman and Roope, arrived from Ipplepen,
Devon, in the late 17005 or early 1800s, and
settled at Coley's Point. Already there were James
Bowering from Chard, Somerset, and he was later
joined by three other Chard settlers, Peter
Fradsham, George Greenland and William Chard.

There was a brief revival in Plymouth's
Newfoundland trade after 1763, but this was
ended by the American War of Independence in
1766. Teignmouth did much less business in the
17005, although five Gibbs brothers operated out
of the port in the 1770.. Job & Olmpany and
John Bulley also operated out of Teignmouth.
Another community with apparent links to the
West Country was the Smith Sound settlement of
Somerset, settled in the late 18005. The first
colonist at Monroe was Henry William Stone, a
wine merchant from Glastonbury, Somerset, who
arrived in St. John's in the mid-18005. Other
members of the Stone family had been living in
Trinity Bay since the early 1700s.

The Crockers living on the west coast at
Trout River may have been related to Dorset
families, although records there suggest that
George Crocker arrived from Liverpool in 1815.
This is reinforced by the fact that West Country
merchants took full advantage of Captain Cook's
1768 survey to set up businesses. The Dorset firm
of Bird and Company established a fishing station
soon after 1800. Joseph Bird also established a
cod, salmon and fur business at Forteau in 1808.
A Mr. Davis was his agent in L'Anse Amour in
the mid-late 18005. Hunt and Henley also had
premises in several Labrador Straits communities.

Poole merchants dominated in Carbonear.
In 1813, there may have been as many as 350
Poole vessels engaged in the Newfoundland
fishery, but the number dropped to 70 by 1839.
This was partly a result of lasting peace and an
increase in agricultural production in Europe, but
more obviously a result of British government
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actions to allow residents in the colonies to make
their own purchases independent of the merchants
who charged them much higher prices. Most of
Poole's vessels were much smaller than those
from Dartmouth, Plymouth and Bristol, averaging
70 tons. Poole's dependence on the Newfoundland
fish trade led to widespread poverty during the
periodic slumps in the fishery and after American
boats took over the trade in the 18005.

The first Norris Point settlers were
William and Oarlotte Humber, who arrived from
Dorset in 1833, and the Pardys of Woodstock
were originally from Poole, as were the Domans
who arrived in the 18805. John Dober was said to
have arrived at Spanish Room from Dorset in the
early 1800s, and the first Bay of Islands settler
was from Dorset - a Brake from Yeominster.

The Proles of Nipper's Harbour came
from the Devon town of Prawle in the early
1800s. Waterman & Company, and Siades, were
two West Country firms in the Nippers Harbour
area in the 1800s. The Nobles in Nipper'S
Harbour worked alongside both companies, and
later the Blacklers. The Starkes arrived in Nipper's
Harbour from Hampshire, which is next to Dorset,
in the early 1800s. Other Siades arrived on
Woody Island from Devon and Somerset in the
early 1800s. Q1arles Fox Bennett, who started the
Tilt Cove copper mine, was born at Shaftesbury,
Devon, in 1793, and arrived in Newfoundland in
the early 1800..

Henry Goodridge. born in Devon in 1762,
first operated in Newfoundland in 1807. His son,
Alan, sailed on the Viola in 1827 and operated the
family business from Renews until 1850 when he
moved to St. John's. The Noel, Shute and Spurrell
families, who settled at Harbour Grace South in
the 1800s, were also from Devon and Dorset, and
the Budgells arrived at Shoe Cove from Devon in
the early 1800s. The Beatons of Green Bay
arrived from Devon or Cornwall in the 1800s. The
Averys of the Random Island area probably came
from Devon in the 1850s. John Penny, who
dominated the fishing industry at Ramea, came
from Somerset or Devon in the mid-1800s.

The Mercer family may have arrived in
Bay Roberts from Poole in the early 1800..
Robert Pack of Dorset was the first French's Cove
businessman in the early 1800s, having served
with his father in the Carbonear business of
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George and James Kemp. In 1811, he set up a
business with George Blackler of Dartmouth, and
later formed Pack and Fryer with the merchant
banker, William Fryer of Wimbome.

They were joined by John Gosse of
Ringwood, Hampshire, in 1815. Philip Henry
Gosse accepted a job with Messrs. Slade, Elson
and Company in Carbonear, sailing there in 1827
and transferring to St. Mary's the next year where
be worked until 1835. Other Poole citizens already
in Newfoundland included his brother William
Gosse, John W. Martin, and William Phippard, a
merchant and magistrate. Philip Gosse was born in
Torquay, but began to study insects while working
in a whaling office in Newfoundland. On
reluming 10 Devon, he kepi marine mammals,
wrole a Manual of Marine Zoology, and conlinued
to publish popular books and seienlific papers
unlil his dealh al the age of 78. His son, Edmund
Gosse, became famous as a poel and lileralure
crilic.

Stunninster Newton, whose two
componenl villages are joined by a bridge over Ihe
broad River Siour, is Thomas Hardy counlry. The
village attracted Flemish weavers who made the
cloth necessary 10 wilhsland voyages 10
Newfoundland, and was also a favourite place 10
sell conlraband landed at Lulworth Cove. Thomas
and Joseph Bird were from Sturminster Newton,
and Mark Roberts of Sturminster Newton settled
at Porlugal Cove around 1835.

AlTpuddle's most famous family was Ihe
Lawrence family. Its arms, quarlered with stars
and stripes, is said to have inspired Ihe American
nag - George Washington's mother was a
lawrence. Tolpuddle, originally known as
Tolpiddle, is famous for six martyrs sentenced 10
seven years hard labour for forming a union 10 ask
for a pay increase. They swore their oath of
secrecy in 1831 and were senleneed in 1834. One,
James Harnell, is buried in the local churchyard.
Other, smaller ports played a Iimiled role in Ihe
Newfoundland fishery in the 17005. The Devon
ports of Shaldon, Klngswear, BishopsteigntoDJ

81. Maryschurch, Cockington, Stoke Fleming
and Northam were all important in the mid­
1700s. Elizabeth Cullihall of adjoining Crolly's
Cove had connections to the Devon village of
Collihole. The Youngs and Deckers who first
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settled Rocky Harbour in the 18505 were from the
West Country, the Roberts families at Rocky
Harbour came from Devon around 1835, and the
GiII(e)ys of Broom Point can be traced back to
Cornwall. Other Devon families with possible
Newfoundland connections include those of
Weymouth, Wakeham, Rich, Whiteway, Mathers,
Sparke. Branscombe, Periman, Bulley, Boden,
Cox, Babb and Unthorn.

The Weeks, who arrived in the Green Bay
area in the 1800s, were another West Country
family. One would assume the settlemenl of
Westcountry Cove, near Brent's Cove, also had
Ihe same connections. The Budgells, Andrews and
Oitch families, who settled at La Scie in the
early-mid 1800s, were all from the West Country,
as were the Cllipps, who were one of the few
families listed from Cornwall. The O:tipp,
Olapman and Chipman families are probably
closely related Somerset and Cornwall families.
The Ansteys arrived from Torquay around 1817,
while the Blanchards also emigrated from
Somerset in the early 1800s. Also from the West
Country were the Pennells and Misserveys who
lived in O1rling in the 18605.

Grand Bay settlers in the 18605 included
West Country families such as the Kettles,
Lowmans (Lomonds), Guillams (Gillams),
Matthews and Dowlings (Dowdings). The Burin
peninsula community of Epworth owes its name
to the community of the same name in Devon, the
birthplace of the Goddard family. Other prominent
merchants or traders there included Thomas Keech
from Dorset and John Weare from Somerset.

SUMMER TOURS
oflhe

I05litule for Marine Dynamics
(Unlil August 25, 1993)

Come See:
- OUf scale models of naval vessels, Coast

Guard icebreakers and offshore drilling rigs.
Our indoor model oceans, including the
WORLD'S LONGEST ice tank.

For RESERVATIONS Please Call:
772·6001

tae·etae
National Reseach Council
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