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In this issue
Introduction

In this issue of Decks Awash, we visit Eastern
Placentia Bay. Unlike many other areas of the
Province visited by us over the years, this one has
three distinct sections. First there is the area
known as the Cape Shore which is physically and
economically different from the rest of Eastern
Placentia Bay. Wide open moorlands are broken up
by deep gorges and winding rivers. The people earn
their living by farming and fishing.

Then there is the Placentia area which is noted
for its foreign influence; first, the French in the
17th. century and then the Americans in the 20th.
century.

Finally, there is the Isthmus of Avalon which
received a bulk of the.population that moved from
the Placentia Bay Islands during the ‘reset-
tlement’’ era of the 1960’s. Today, this part of the
Isthmus is primarily dependent on the fishery.

For those eagle eye readers who notice that
certain Placentia communities are left out of this
issue, we at Decks Awash assure you that
something on those communities will appear in
later issues.

In our Front Section, we have a quick round up of
fishing and farming around the Province and we

learn about that increasingly abundant and popular *

creature, the squid. In our Back Section, we visit
some folks from the Northern Labrador coast, have
our usual visit with Victor Butler and have the 3rd.
chapter in our Newfoundland fairy tale.

One final word to our readers. Merry Christmas

We look forward to seeing you again in February
when we bring you an issue on sealing, in particular
the men who hunt the seals.

DECKS AWASH is a free, bi-monthly magazine
about rural Newfoundland and rural Newfoun-
dlanders. Information rather than news oriented,
DECKS AWASH is based on the principle that in-
formation is vital to the development of people and
communities. Each issue contains a ‘“‘Special
Section” which alternatively concerns itself with
geographical areas and resources of the Province.
The Front and Back Sections contain information
about the fisheries, agriculture, consumer items,
crafts, historical events and interesting people.
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In general, the farmers Decks
Awash spoke with felt that 1977
had been a better than average
year for agriculture in
Newfoundland. Most were
happy with the crop yields, and
foresaw little problem in selling
their produce. However, each
man spoken to felt that the full
potential of agriculture wasn't
being fulfilled at present, for a
number of different reasons.

Sandy Rideout, who has a 600
acre operation in Cormack,

rates on New d's
traditional crops . . . potatoes,
turnips, and cabbage with some
carrot and beet. While he does
keep a few head of beef cattle,
he doesn’t feel that his operation
could be referred to as a mixed
farm.

“We had a slow start”, the
veteran farmer told Decks
Awash. “Then we had a wet
summer, and it is surprising
that we made a crop at all, due
to the wet weather we had. The
first part of the year was cold,
but the fall frost held off, and we
still haven’t had any significant
amount of frost this year. We
did have a heck of a time trying

to harvest due to wet weather.
Still, it was a good bit above an
average year for farmers
around here.”

“This was a good growing
summer, much better than last
year'”, said Heart’s Content
farmer, Reg Legge. “The crop
has been good, and my total
production, especially in
potatoes, was definitely up over
last year. I'm growing blue
potatoes exclusively now, and
we aren’t selling anything else. I
have my regular customers
each year, and I've never had
any trouble selling all 1 can
grow.”

Until this year, Reg operated
a mixed farming and diary
cattle operation. This year, he
somewhat reluctantly closed the
dairy part of the operation, and
sold his cows.

“The dairy operation took a
lot of time and effort,” he said.
“Since I got out of that, I have
more time to spend on the
vegetables, and next year we
are planning to go into it a bit
bigger. I bought about three
acres of new land which is under
cultivation, and we cleared

Av n Round

more land. I hope to get that
under cultivation next year."

E. Gordon Legge of Cartyville
says that he is semi-retired now,
and his son Eric handles the
day-to-day running of the
operation, “‘I have been farming
for forty-five years,”” Mr. Legge
said, “and I don’t regret it one
bit. The crops were good this
year, in spite of having a very
wet summer. The crop and the
yield were far better than last
year, when it was so dry and the
Crops were very poor.

Mr. Legge's son, Eric, is
probably among the youngest
farmers in Newfoundland. At 22,
he’s just gotten his)first good
year of running the operation
under his belt.

“Crop wise, it was a good
year,” he told Decks Awash.
“Everything grew well. I didn't
mind the work involved in
farming, because I've been at it
as long as I can remember,
helping my father out. It is a
livelihood that you’ll never starve
at. There are people coming out
of the University and Trades
Schools now who can't find
work. With farming, that's not a
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problem, because you'll always
have lots of work to do.

“If 1 had to start out from
scratch, I would never have
gotten into farming. My father

us. “It certainly wasn't an ex-
ceptionally good year for pork
production.’

Charles Senior, who farms in
the Winterland area of the Burin
Peni said that farmers

was very well established, so
I've just carried on.”

One of the farmers with whom
Decks Awash spoke to was St.
John's pork and poultry
producer Joseph Mackey. We
asked him how his year was.

He replied, ““As far as pork is
concerned, it wasn’t all that
good. In late 1976 and early 1977,
the prices for pork went well
back. It started to pick up
slightly in April, 1977, and the
highest price for the year was
around 72 cents a pound
dressed.”

It’s easy to understand why
Mr. Mackey says he’s hurting
when one remembers that pork
prices the previous year peaked
as high as 97 cents a pound.
Compounding the problem was
the fact the feed prices took an
upward jump about the same
time as prices fell.

“The average price for tne
1975 season was in the high 70’s,
while the year’s average price
won't be much higher than 60
cents a pound,’”” Mr. Mackey told

there enjoyed a fair year.
However, they had an unusual
problem, in that the local moose
population also enjoyed a good
year, waxing fat on cabbage.
Several farmers suffered severe
crop depletions from the
moose. Others, like Mr. Senior,
have held back on planting new
land for fear that the crops
raised would suffer the same
fate.

“Ihave about sixty acres right
now, and I have two 10 acre lots
that I can’t use for cabbage,”
Mr. Senior lamented. “It’s tied
up because of the moose. If I
planted cabbage there, I
wouldn’t get a head of cabbage
out of it. We can't use the land . .
. and it's perfect land for cab-
bage . . . because of the moose
problem. It’s just useless for us
to plow the land up.”

Moose aside, the four full time
farmers in the Winterland area
had what Mr. Senior describes
as an ‘‘average year”’. However,
Mr. Senior did say that they are

having problems in the area of
storage. The compressor for the
air supply system, at the
government owned storage
shed, has broken down and
government told farmers that
they can’t afford to repair it, at
an estimated cost of $1,000.00.
“Some people have 1,000 sacks
of turnips stored in there, and
now they stand a chance of
losing it all,”’ Mr. Senior said.
“We can’t control the tem-
perature in the shed. There are
about 4,000 sacks of turnips
stored in there, with a value of
$6.00 per sack. Well, if the
government can't come up with
$1,000.00 to protect $25,000.00
worth of vegetable’s, that’s bad.
What the moose haven't eaten,
we’re liable to lose in storage.”
Except for moose, storage
problems, low pork prices and
wet weather,it was a fair year for
farmers. Newfoundland may
never rival Nova Scotia for
farming, but if we can gradually
work towards self sufficiency
and a good marketing system in
certain crops and livestock, and
if the wildlife and climatic
changes don't goberserk,we can
gradually look towards a
brighter farming pricture.

Competition for Billy Bee

If you have a sweet tooth,
we’ve got some good news for
you. .. about a thousand pounds
of good news, in fact. That’s the
amount of honey produced in the
Doyles area this year by two
small bee keeping operations.

Llewelyn Marks got interested
in the honey business when “‘an
American chap”’brought the first
hives to the Doyles area last
year. This year, he teamed up
with Llewelyn, and between
them, they operated 25 hives.

“I think we did well con-
sidering that we didn’t have
anybody in this area working in
this field before.”, Llewelyn
said. “My friend didn’t have
that much knowledge of the
business last year, but we kept
at it with a bit of information on
bee keeping from the

Agricultural College in Truro,
Nova Scotia. That information
wasn’t very detailed, so we
made some errors. We had some
hives that produced very well,
while others didn’t produce at
all, but on the whole we did
fairly well with it.”

However for the two fledgling
producers, it wasn’'t all
sweetness and light. They lost a
number of swarms of bees and
three hives attracted the at-
tention of local bears. Mr.
Marks lost four of his ten hives
and his partner lost six of his
fifteen. But even with the losses
counted in, they did get a fair
return of honey for their efforts.

“We should be able to produce
about 1,000 pounds of clover
honey,” Mr. Marks figures. ““I
don’t think that we’ll have any

problem in selling it. A man
from Corner Brook bought 16
pounds a few days ago, and then
came back looking for 100
pounds, so he must have found it
to be an excellent product.”
After building the hives from
the pattern of those brought in
by his friend, Mr. Marks or-
dered his bees from Florida.
Shipped by mail, the bees were
placed in the hives shortly
after they arrived, and then
were fed on sugar syrup for
about three weeks until the
dandelion flowers bl d
“The bees picked up some
food supply from that,” Mr.
Marks pointed out, “and from
then on they were on their own.
We didn’t have to feed them any
more for the season. The main
flow of honey came when the
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clover blossomed around the
middle of July. We left the bees
out until the middle of Sep-
tember, and then we brought the
hives in and brushed the bees
out of them.”

Mr. Marks now has a
separator, and plans to produce
separated honey this year.
Comb honey, considered by
some to be the best form of
honey, won't be available for a
while.

In case you're thinking about
bee keeping, there are a few
things you should know. The
first is that it’s hard to get in-
formation about the business in
Newfoundland. The second is
that the hives will cost about
$80.00 a piece to build and stock
with bees the first year.
However, the hives can be
reused for a number of years,
so the cost of the initial year is

o i ‘/.‘ \
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Lots of fish in Bonavist har-
bour,

Lots of fish right in around
here,

Boys and giris are fishing
together,

Those words from the folk
song would appear to be a fair
summary of the past fishing
season. When Decks Awash
made a check with fishermen
from the Eastern part of the

Fisheries R

the biggest expense. Mr. Marks
revealed that next year, he
expects the cost per hive to drop
to about $25.00 with honey
selling for $1.25 a pound. With
the average hive producing
about 75 pounds, one might jump
to the conclusion that bee
keeping could be a lucrative
enterprise.

“I don’t know if it would be a
good commercial venture,”” Mr.
Marks cautions. ““I know that
there’s no problem for any
family to supply their own
requirements for the year with
their own bees, but I don’t know
if a full scale commercial
operation would work. I expect
to have better management next
year, if I'm still in it, and then I
may be able to tell, if it has any
commercial potential.”

This year was Mr. Marks first
shot at bee keeping, and he paid

province, it seemed that all
hands had good landings to
report, and were pretty happy
with the prices received.

Roland Abbott Jr., of
Musgrave Harbour, reported
that fishermen in his area had
record landings.

“I asked the plant manager
what our total was this year, and
he told me that we had gone over
4.5 million pounds,” Mr. Abbott
revealed. “That’s for the whole

Yt
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the price of inexperience.

“1 didn't have very good
equipment for bee handling.” he
said. “Being new in the field, I
just brought in a veil, a pair of
gloves and a protective helmet. 1
did get some severe stings, but I
hope to eliminate that next year.
You can buy bee suits, and there
is no problem if you wear the
right equipment.”

So, on balance, it looks like a
moderate first year for at least
two Newfoundland honey
producers, Mr. Marks said that
while he has now realized that
his hope of breaking even the
first year won’t be realized due
to the high initial investment, he
hopes to do better in the future.

If you're a honey connoisseur,
and pining for a little

Newfoundland clover honey, you
can get in touch with Mr. Marks,
Post Office Box 97, Doyles,
Newfoundland.

L3

community, of course. There
are about 11 longliners over 38
feet fishing from here now, and
another five or six boats just
under that size. There are
between 70 and 90 fishermen,
and I'd say that about 75% of the
labor force are fishermen.”
Fred Peach of Burin fished
from a 30-foot, partly decked
boat, with another man and his
son as his crew. He said that
while they had a good fall
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fishery, the spring left a lot to be
desired.
“It wasn’t all that good a year,”

Mr. Peach said. “The spring
was bad for us. We didn't get
anything the spring, because of
the ‘dirty water’ problem.”

That problem, as readers will
remember, was caused by a
sludge of some sort that ap-
peared early in the spring. It did
disappear later in the summer,
and good prices, combined with
good markets, salvaged the
season for Fred and his crew.
Fred said that he hopes to be
able to expand his operation
next year.

Gordon March of Green's
Harbour, Trinity Bay, reported
that inshore fishermen in his
area had a real bad year for the
traditional species.

“There was no cod what-
soever,” he reported, * and the
catch was way below that of last
year. Only for the squid, we
would have had a hell of a bad
time.

“After we finished the cod
fishing, we were at the squid
until late November” he said.
““We were able to sell to a plant
in New Harbour, and they were
paying 5 cents a pound. That's a
pretty reasonable price for
squid, and there were millions
and millions of them this year. I
never saw the squid as good
before. I would say that with the
squid counted in, 99% of the
fishermen here made a pretty
good year of it."”

Just a little further down the
shore, Henry Hiscock, a
longliner skipper from Hearts
Content, reported that he was
pretty satisfied with the year’s
results.

“It was pretty good the
spring,”’ Mr. Hiscock said. “We
had no problems with marketing
our catch, or any thing like that.
1 had one fellow in the crew who
was a truck driver last year, and
he said that he did as well at the
herring as he had done all last
spring driving a truck. He was
quite satisfied.

‘“‘After the herring, we went at

the turbot and cod, with gill nets.

We fished them up until the first

of August, and then went at the
herring and the mackerel. The
turbot and cod fishery was fair
this year, but there was no
market for the mackerel.”

The little mackerel the crew
did sell for human consumption
fetched 5 cents a pound.
However, the vast bulk of it went
for offal, with the price being
just 1% cents per pound.

Art Wicks of Badger’s Quay, a
longtime spokesman for
fishermen in Bonavista Bay,
said that fishermen in the area
generally ‘‘had an exceptionally
good year.” The ice which
sometimes plagues the coast
well into the early summer
wasn't a problem this year, and
that set the stage for a good start
to the season. Lobster fishermen
did well, and Mr. Wicks said the
fishermen also did well with
lump fish.

“‘As a matter of fact, it was the
best lump roe fishery since the
fishery started five years ago,”
Mr. Wicks said. “It was selling
for 26¢ a pound. Lobster sold for
$1.32 a pound, and it was the best
year for cod fish I've seen in a
long time. We got 16¢ a pound for

prime cod.”

So it would seem that most
fishermen all around the
province did pretty well this
past season. Diversified species,
good prices, and a hefty catch
were the ingredients whichmade
it good, and most of the men
Decks Awash spoke with are
planning to expand their
operations a little next year.

For those who don't fish the
year round, some people might
think the fishery is a trade which
gives them a lot of time off
in the winter months. But Art
Wicks neatly answered those
people when we spoke with
him. *“You take a man with 200
cod gillnets . . . it's a full-time
job to make the repairs that
gear will need,” he said. “He’ll
have to check over his boat's
engine, and then there’'s the
business of repairing and
painting the boat itself. If a man
lost 75 lobster pots this year,
he’'ll have to build pots to
replace them. When you con-
sider that, it’s really a full-time
job in the winter to get all the.
work done for the next year's
fishing season.

Valleyfield fisherman, Art Wicks, well known for his items on
CBC’s Fisherman's Broadcast, has been experimenting during the
past season with a mechanical lobster pot hauler. It is one of several
presently in use around the province on an experimental basis,
Originally developed in Ireland, Mr. Wicks feels, after a season of
use, that it has potential for Newfoundland lobstermen.

“This mechanical pot hauler works quite well,” Mr. Wicks said.
“I feel that it could be useful for pulling lobster pots in much deeper
water, or use of the ‘trawl method’ of lobster fishing. Basically, I
think it could work well for all lobster fishermen."

Fishermen interested in more information about the mechanical
haulers can contact any fisheries office.



6 Decks Awash

The
s.guid
Jiggung
ground

It's no exaggeration to say
that there were squid
everywhere in Holyrood this
year. In addition to the millions
flicked over the side of boats by
squid reels, large numbers
found their way to the beach,
and there were reports of the
squid rolling onto beaches like
caplin. Others found a route into
a little lagoon; stranded there,
they soon died and made their
smelly presence known to
‘‘Holyroodites”’. Others swam
into the marina section of the
harbour, and expired there.

All during the season, an
onshore wind would send the
smell of squid over the com-
munity. While some might find
the odor offensive, those in-
volved in the squidding would
probably consider it to be the
sweet smell of dollars being
made.

“I'd say that anyone who was
at the squid made a fine lot of
money,” said plant manager
Leo Norman. “This was an
exceptionally good year. We had
a couple of million pounds
landed at the plant, and there
were days that 100,000 pounds
came over this wharf headed for
other plants.”

“There is nothing we can put
our hand on to explain the
unusual abundance of squid this
year,” confessed Dr. Jerry
Ennis, the head of the Shelifish
Section at Federal Fisheries’ St.
John'’s Biological Station.
“Compared to species like cod
and salmon, the squid is a very
poorly known species, and it's a
much more difficult animal to
study. We know very little about
their spawning activities, where
they spawn, and so forth.

“We know that the squid
which show up here in
Newfoundland are just one part
of a very large population. While

some appear in Newfoundland’s
inshore waters, there are
members of the same population
group being caught off New
England.”

All fishermen know that the
squid aren’t what you'd call a
dependable species. Several
boom years will usually be
followed by a period of com-
parative scarcity, and Dr. Ennis
believes there are two separate
factors responsible for this.

“We're actually seeing two
things”’ he explained. *‘The first
is that there is an actual fluc-
tuation in the population of
squid. Then there is some year
to year variation in the
proportion of the population which
will actually migrate to our
inshore waters. Historically,
there has always been
tremendous fluctuations,
especially in the numbers that
will migrate, and we expect
these. There's no reason at all to
believe the unusual abundance
which appeared around the
island in the last two seasons
will continue.”

Leo Norman, who has 25 years
experience in the fishery,
echoed Dr. Ennis’ words,

“The squid are usually good
for six or seven years, then fade
away again,” he noted. “Then
you'll see a gradual increase,
and another period when they
slack off. That's the reason why

it’s difficult to expand an
operation for processing squid . .
. you can have two or three good
years, and then see it fade away
to nothing.”

But for this year at least, it
appears that .squid were
plentiful almost everywhere,
and there was a fair sale for
them. Mr. Norman said his plant
was selling mainly to the
Japanese.

““We packed quite a bit for the
Japanese food market” he said,
““but they handle quite a bit of
bait as well. We are doing them
in ‘round pack’ that's
packing the squid just as they
come from the water. Ifthe
squid is just taken and put in
cartons without being laid in
straight rows, that's called
‘jumble pack’.”

While the squid fishermen
could be said to have “made a
killing” this year, plant workers
have benefitted too. Mr. Nor-
man says the squid has been a
key factor in a good season for
the plant workers.

“Right now, we're still
working at it, because we have
the place filled up with squid,
and we are still shipping it out.
We need people to pack and
freeze it, and we have about
thirty five people working here
right now. It makes for quite a
bit of extra employment in any
season.”

~ -] — — == - —— -
Some idea of the diversity of the boats involved in the squidding at

Holyrood this year.

Reels rolling, Holyrood lxshermen keep crankmg t.be dollars

aboard, while an oil tanker heads out to sea.

(C. Mousseau Photo.)
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Electronic fishfinding

in open boats

By Reg Kingsley

Modern echosounding (fish-
finding) equipment has been
employed in the Newfoundland
fleet of longliners and deep-sea
trawlers for a number of years,
Surprisingly, however, little use
has been made of echosounders
in open boats where they can be
used to pinpoint fish con-
centrations for handling,
examine a cod trap before
hauling-it, or simply determine
the water depth. This article
describes a portable
echosounder, powered by
flashlight batteries, that was
purchased by the College of
Fisheries and used by the author
in Conception Bay this past
summer.

The operating principles of an
echosounder was really quite
simple in that a sound pulse is
sent into the water from a device
called a transducer and objects

College of Fisheries

in the water, such as fish or the
sea bottom, reflect an echo that
is again picked up by the
transducer. This echo is fed to
the recorder where it burns a
mark on a paper chart. Nor-
mally, the transducer is per-
manently attached to the hull of
the boat but it can also be put
over the side by using an
assembly that can be clamped to
the gunwale, as was done in this
case. The transducer is fastened
to a length of pipe that is
clamped to the gunwale.
Electrical pulses are fed to the
transducer where they are
converted to pulses of sound.
The sound pulse travels through
the water and strikes a fish and
then carries on to the bottom.
Both the fish and the bottom will
reflect echoes which are again
picked up by the transducer,
converted back to electrical

The echosounder is mounted in a protective carrying case
with a hinged door for easy viewing. The transducer is bolted
to a flange which is welded to a three foot length of 1 inch
diameter pipe. The pipe is welded to a clamp assembly so that
the transducer can be clamped to the gunwale of the boat.

pulses, and fed to the recorder
where they will burn a mark on
the paper. The recorder has a
scale which enables us to tell the
depth of both fish and the bot-
tom.

Echosounders can be pur-
chased to read to varying
depths. The depth to which the
device reads, however, doesn’t
necessarily have an influence on
the price of the unit. There are
distinct advantages to having a
shallow water echosounder if it
is anticipated that you will not
normally be fishing in deeper
depths. For instance, this
particular unit can read to only
48 fathoms but, for the same
price, another model of the
same basic unit could have been
purchased to read to 320
fathoms. However, because this
unit was purchased for the
specific purpose of fishing with
handlines, the 48 fathom
capability is more than
adequate and actually has an
advantage over the deeper
reading unit.

The photograph to the left
shows the echosounder and
transducer assembly. The
clamps are 6 inch C clamps and
the pipe is 1inch in diameter and
3 feet long. The length of pipe is
unimportant so long as the
transducer itself is submerged
in the water when fastened to
the boat. The echosounder is
quite light, weighing only 10
pounds, and runs on either 8
flashlight bat-
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July 18,1977

Settings:
range 1

gaim 4
white lime 4

depth-12fm.

Small fish close
to surface

fish being pulled
up on jigger. ——

teries (built in) or on any ex-
ternal 12 volt supply such as a
car battery. Operated con-
tinuously, a set of good quality
batteries (such as Mallory
duracells) will last about 10
hours but the author has ob-
tained in excess of 15 hours from
the single set of batteries used so
far on an intermittent basis
(that is, a couple of hours each
morning). On a long term basis,
the best arrangement would be

to purchase a set of rechargeable

nickel cadmium batteries and a
battery charger. These are
available at outlets such as
Canadian Tire Corporation and
a complete set would cost about
$50.00 and will last several
years, given proper care.

This echosounder can easily
detect fish within its depth
range. It was used this past
summer in Conception Bay in
water depths to 30 fathoms to
find codfish while jigging in the
author’s 16 foot plank speedboat.
Each time a school of fish was
shown on the echosounder we
jigged one or more cod,
depending on how fast the boat
drifted over the school. Some
examples of the recordings
obtained are given above:

expensive (this one cost $600)
and a commercial fisherman
must ask himself whether or not
the device will be a useful asset.
To this question I can only say
that if it would be any advantage
to him to know if there are any
fish present before he begins
fishing that it would most cer-
tainly be useful. Also, trap
fishermen can use a fish-finder
to determine if there are any
fish in the trap before hauling it.

Sam And

Fishermen in larger boats that
have permanently installed fish-
finders do this as a matter of
routine. Finally, it is always
useful to know the water depth
and the unit will record this very
satisfactorily.

Readers may obtain ad-
ditional information on fish-
finding equipment by contacting
the author at the College of
Fisheries, P.0. Box 4920, St.
John's.

ersomn -

The translating elder

Sam Anderson, a Nain
resident, acted as translator for
an Education Conference
recently held in that northern
community. He spoke with
Decks Awash about his work,
and told a little about the
changing role of the village
elders in today’s north.

““I feel that being a translator
is an important job,” Sam
Anderson said. “It's especially
important for the native people.
At a lot of meetings where you
are dealing with government
agencies, the local people don’t
understand everything that is
h i and it's important

Unfortunately, fi S are

that they do understand.
“There’s no way that you can
translate word for word.
Sometimes, there is no tran-
slation for a certain English
word in Inuktut, sp the tran-
slator will have to explain the
word. That's one reason that the
Inuktut translation may take a
longer time than you'd expect.”
During the Conference on
Inuit Education, Sam and his co-
translator, Zack Karpik, often
found themselves searching for
a phrase to fit an English word.
In addition to having to “‘make
up words"”, translators face
other problems in the course of

(Continued on page 52)
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Holding down
three jobs is possible

If one has ever been to or seen
pictures of Ireland, you'd swear
that Branch was a part of
Ireland rather than a com-
munity in Newfoundland. Sheep
dot the landscape and well-
mended fences divide the fields,
The people are musical, and still
talk with a bit of a Irish brogue.

Founded in 1790 by Thomas
Nash of Ireland, the community
is entirely Roman Catholic
today and the names of Cor-
coran, MecGrath, O’Rourke,
Mooney and many more , testify
to where the people originally
came from. The community has
always been known for its farm-
fish economy and even back in
1836, when the population was
quite small, records indicate
that there were 54 acresunder
cultivation, 2,240 bushels of
potatoes grown, 71 tons of hay
cut and that collectively the
people owned 9 horses, 91 heads
of cattle, 32 hogs and 22 sheep. In
addition, enough fish was salted
for every family for the entire
year.

Today the community stands
at 500 with probably twice that
many sheep. Most of the
families are fishermen-farmers
and even some men hold down a
third job.

One such person is Fred
Roach, who in addition to fishing
and farming, works with the
Department of Highways in the
winter. Fred sees a really good
future for the community of
Branch. He reports that there
are between 20 and 22 full-time
fishermen and that another 12
people should join the crews in
the next year. He says that the
men are looking very positively
at the fishery, especially the
younger ones. But their biggest
problem is the local draggers.
“We were averaging 6,000
pounds a day from my longliner
this summer and never went

below 4,000 pounds until the
draggers came in,” says Fred.
““Then we lost a week and one
half because of the draggers. We
just had to tie up our boats
because we were only getting
1,000 pounds. There were 14
draggers here for 9 days. The
draggers listen to the radio calls
and when they hear that we are

getting a lot of fish, they come in
and get them.”

But the trouble with the
draggers goes even deeper than
that, according to Fred. “We
have had nets set out with a
balloon and a dragger would
come along and $700-$800 worth
of gear would just disappear.
Last fall, we lost 7 brand new
nets all at one time.”

Fred claims that the local
draggers have been a problem
for years, but it was only this

year that the Union got into the
act and began to make noises.
And then the media helped out
by making bigger noises. But
even this didn't deter the
draggers. Several weeks later
they were right back on the
doorstep of the Cape Shore
fishermen.

Despite these problems the
fishery is good and in November
the Branch fishermen were
hauling in a fair amount of good
sized flounder (7'2 inches to 8
inches) for the local
Newfoundland Quick Freeze
feeder plant in Branch.

1In addition to fishing full-time
from his good sized longliner,
Fred is a full-time sheep farmer.
He had 72 sheep last year, but
slaughtered all but 23. Next year
he hopes to build a small house
for slaughtering.

It was a good year for Fred in
that almost every one of his
sheep had two lambs. Fred feels

D

that the number of sheep in the
Cape Shore area can be tripled
without further development.
He expects that this might
happen because there are a
number of young people
beginning to raise sheep. The
lambs are easy to sell because
there is always a demand for
them, plus they fetch a good
price. Fred was getting $50.00.
The biggest problem, according

to Fred, is getting equipment

and he thinks that an equipment
bank might be just the answer.

As to the future of Branch,
Fred is very optimistic. Be-
tween fishing and farming, he
feels people can earn a good
living. The only problem is
having time which falls during
the good fishing season.

Fred has watched the
population of Branch drop
during the resettlement scare,
but now its climbing back up.
And with all the good fishing and
grazing ground Cape St. Mary'’s,
the future looks bright.
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One of the boys
from Branch

It was just a few weeks before
Gerald Campbell’s wedding and
he was pretty excited. Despite
being a bachelor for all of his 40
plus years, his house was neat as
a pin. So were his gardens, and
off in the distance, you could see
his cow. He used to have six but
sold them off lastyear, except
one, no doubt in anticipation of a
busy life with his new wife.

Gerald was long known to
Decks Awash before we bounced
over the roads into his home
community of Branch. He'd
sung with Ryan’s Fancy, Joan
Morrissey and John Alan
Cameron and he had made it to
the Mariposa Folk Festival in
Toronto two years in a row.

When Ryan’s Fancy filmed a
television program in Branch
last year,they stopped at
Gerald’s door and asked where
he lived. Gerald answered and
with a twinkle said, ‘“‘he’s not
home,” and that was the
beginning of a good friendship.
Recalls Gerald, ‘‘when they
taped the show, there were ten
of them, and nine of them stayed
here for three days.” You can
bet that a lot of singing took
place in those three days.

Gerald learned much of his
music from his mother who
played the organ and sang. His
talents lie with the accordian,
mouth organ and singing. His
brother is known also as a bit of
a singer himself.

Gerald prefers the old-time
songs that tell a story. When he
hears a song that he likes, he
records it on his tape recorder
and then learns it from that.
Usually he accompanies himself
on the accordian, but if his ac-
cordian isn’t around, he'll sing
anyway, as he did the day Decks
Awash visited him.

Not a drinker, Gerald has still
been known to stay up all night
singing because the rest of the

Gerald Campbell.

crowd wouldn't let him go home.
But Gerald doesn’'t mind
because he'd rather sing than do
anything. Of course he has to
earn a living and singing isn’t a
paying profession in Branch.
Thus, the Branch fish plant has
beena God send tohim.

Now, if you are ever down in
Branch and you hear someone
walking along the road singing.

“Fancy brings a thought to me
of a flower that’s bright and fair,
its grace and beauty both
combine more brighter June,
more rare.”

Then you'll know that it’s
Gerald Campbell singing his
favourite song, Sweet Forget-
Me-Not.

The hills are
white with
sheep

“The most important thing
about sheep raising is that you
have to like them,’” says Tom
Power, 29, of Branch. And there
is one thing for sure, Tom likes
raising sheep. In fact, he can tell
each of his 92 sheep apart.

Tom is a new breed of farmer
in the Branch area. Unlike most
of the people from there, he is
not combining farming with
fishing. Instead, he is a full-time
sheep farmer and plans to
gradually expand until he
reaches 200 sheep.

Tom left Branch in 1966 and
after spending some time at the
Trades School in St. John’s, he
went with IBM and worked in
Toronto until 1975. After a toot
around the country and a trip to
Mexico with his family, he
returned to his home community
and began to fulfill his life long
dream of sheep farming.

Tom started farming from
seratch. After buying some land
from Nucore, a private com-
pany which was into sheep
raising, he built his house. He
also immediately bought 16
sheep. The following year, he
expanded to 65 and this year he
has 92. But he is in no hurry to
expand too quickly, which was
one of Nucore’s mistakes, as he
is trying to develop a good
breeding stock by separating the
sheep which have twin lambs
from those which have singles.

It's common knowledge that
dogs are one of the biggest
problems to sheep raisers, and
that’s one reason why people use
community pastures. But Tom
doesn’t use the community
pasture in St. Brides. He lets his
sheep roam free. Thus far, he
hasn’t had much trouble with
dogs, but he did lose 9 sheep last
year.
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Tom is full of plans and ideas
about sheep raising. He hopes to
build his own slaughter house
and right now he is working on a
barn. The barn will have 3 doors
so that different types of lambs
can be separated. The barn will
be used for lambing and hay
storage. Tom has built a shelter
behind his house and he is in the
process of fencing his land so he
can separate his flock.

In his short sheep raising
experience (his father, however,
always had sheep), Tom has
read and worked on a number of
different theories. For example,
he plans to hold onto his sheep a
lot longer than many people do.
States Tom, “The breeding life
spand of a sheep is ap-
proximately 8 years. A lot of
people get rid of their old sheep
after about 5 or 6 years, but the
older the sheep get, the more
productive they are.” In ad-
dition, Tom winters his sheep
around his house and sup-
pliments their hay feeding with 4
ounces of capelin each day.

Right now, Tom is not making
a living at sheep raising. To
make ends meet, he does odd
jobs, but once he acquires 200
sheep and hopefully 300 lambs
each season, then he figures a
living can be made.

The custom has always been
to sell the lambs to butchers
from the St. John's area. They
travel to the Cape Shore on their
own or else buy at the fall sheep
auction in St. Brides. Says Tom,
“‘With the butchers, you may get
5 or 6 of them coming down so
you know what kind of price you
can get for the lambs. On the
average we were getting about
$45.00 for the lambs, but I think
the butchers should buy by the
pound. Right now, they come in
and look over the herd and offer
whatever they think."” St. Pierre
was buying up some of the
lambs this year and according to
Tom, they were paying the best
price.

In addition to his sheep, Tom
has 8 of cattle and next
year he plans to get some pigs.

With 3 of his children, Tom Power visits some of his grazing sheep.

Hens or ducks are out of the
question because the foxes keep
taking them. As for vegetable
farming on a commercial basis,
Tom says, ‘I just don’t like it.””

Tom is a man who knows what
he likes. Independent, always
thinking and planning ahead, he
points out what he is going to do
here, there and everywhere...as
he walks around his land. He
likes the quality of life. His wife,
Ernestine, who was brought up
in Branch, does too. And his four
kids, at least those old enough to
talk, wouldn’t want to go back to
Toronto if their lives depended
onit.

Tom keeps accurate records
of his costs, what and how much
he feeds his sheep, and which
sheep produce the most and best
lambs. He tries everything on
his own, and if he fails, it is
because he fails, not because
someone else told him what to do
and how to do it. He works fairly
independently of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture because “I
would just as soon not be
beholden to anyone.”

1t use to be that everyone had
sheep in Branch, but then a lot of
people left and a lot of people

stopped raising sheep. However
many of the young people are
staying around Branch now and
many of them are beginning to
return to the old ways. While the
average size of an individual's
flock is only 25, it may be that
soon there will be other people
like Tom who look to sheep
raising as full-time employment
instead of as a cash supplement.
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The early

days

of Point Lance

According to John Mannion,
author of Point Lance in
Transition, Point Lance is
typical of small rural com-
munities in Canada which are in
the process of becoming ur-
banized. In Newfoundland, this
process may be taking place a
little later than in some other
parts of Southern Canada, b1t
its affects are just as
devastating. The trappings of
urbanization may provide an
easier lifestyle in rural
Newfoundland, but a new viable
economic pattern has yet to
develop to replace the old in-
dependent way of life.

Point Lance was settled by
Ned Careen and his brother
Phillip in the early 1800’s.

According to John Mannion,
Ned and Philip were two of the
young men brought out by the
mercantile family, the Sweet-
mans, who placed young men
from south eastern Ireland in
the ‘“‘unsettled coves along the
shore for the purpose of raising
cattle and crops to feed the Irish
labourers and fishermen in
Placentia.”

Although Phillip never
married, Ned did, and today
most everyone in Point Lance is
adirect descendent of this young
Irishman.

Throughout the years, Ned’s
descendants in Point Lance
were known as hard working
independent Irishmen. They
tended to marry women from
other communities, thus
keeping the Careen name in
tact, and the families were
unusually large, with 11 children
being the average.

Land was slowly cleared by
each family and passed on
equally to the sons. Cattle
provided the major source of
cash income during the early
years of settlement. According
to John Mannion, “Over twenty
head were kept and beef and

butter were marketed In
Placentia and later in St. John's
and Holyrood. In supporung a
petition in 1845 for improvement
of the Cape Shore road, an n-
spector noted the agricultural
emphasis in the area and
suggested that the number of
cattle driven from there to St
John's would double it road
improvements were made, a
proposition confirmed a few
years later. Uver 1,000 pounds ot
butter were produced each
summer for the local market.
Butter was made in traditional
Irish churns and was salted and
stored in the diary in homemade
tubs and firkins until fall, when

fox pelts fetched up to $30.00
each in St. John's which sub-
stantially added to an in-
dividual’s income, even if only
two red or patch foxes were
caught per season.

With modifiation and
variations, a routine cycle of
farming, fishing, lumbering and
so on was carried on for
generations, making the
families of Point Lance, like
families elsewhere in
Newfoundland, versatile, in-
dependent people.However in
the last twenty years, this has
all changed.

Resettlement was one of the
reasons that hastened this

it was shi out by P,
Dry cattle, usually two or three
years old, were driven each fall
along the Cape Shore road to
market.” (p. 31).

Despite living close to one of
the richest inshore fishing

h According to John
Mannion, ‘‘The concept of
resettlement was introduced to
Point Lance in 1960, just after
the government had built a new
wharf and stage. Although Point
Lance was then one of the most

g in New dland, Cape
St. Mary’s, the first generation
of Careens never fished com-
mercially, but in succeeding
generations they learned about
the fishery from migrating
fishermen. Still, they were
handicapped by a lack of a good
harbour. Even today strong
south easterlies have been
known to smash up boats.

In the early days, fish were
landed about a mile from the
community, on the western
shore of Lance Cove. Generally
the fishermen did not commute
between their homes and their
stages, but instead lived in
“tilts” or “‘rooms”’ and returned
home on the weekends.

In addition to farming and
fishing, the early Point Lance
settlers trapped, shot birds,
gathered berries and cut wood.
Many of these practises are still
carried on today. Most of these
activities were carried on for
home consumption, but during
the early part of this century,

ically productive set-
tlements on the Cape Shore, it
was the only one singled out for
resettlement.” He further adds,
“Point Lancers resisted since
such a move would imply not
only social dislocation but the
loss of their lands, livestock,
outbuildi: fishing premises,
and inshore berths - items that
were not easily replaced in a
new setting. Furthermore, the
inshore fishery was becoming
overcrowded in reception
centres like St. Brides.”
Nonetheless, four families
relocated to St. Brides, but
according to Dr. Mannion, their
economic condition has not
improved.

Life has dramatically
changed in Point Lance in the
last twenty years. An increasing
emphasis is placed on the
fishery, and many of the ser-
vices found in urban centres are
coming to the area. In the next
article, we look more closely at
some of these changes.
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“I wouldn’t sell
if they gave me

a million dollars”

“Almost all Point Lance
surnames were and are Careen.
Until the 1850’s, no Careen son
settled away from Point Lan-
ce,” writes R. Cole Harris, the
Editor of Point Lance in
Transition, a Canadian Studies
Foundation book by John
Mannion of Memorial Univer-
sity

Thus, it is not surprising that
the Chairman of Point Lance’s
Community Council is named
Joe Careen. He is one of the
direct descendants of Philip
Careen who founded the com-
munity in the early 1800’s.

Joe, a store owner and school
bus driver, remembers well his
early days in Point Lance and
how the men integrated the
fishery with farming. He
remembers equally well when
life began to change in Point
Lance and in the following story,
he talks about the days of
resettlement and the changes
that have taken place in Point
Lance since the 1960’s.

“Since 1939, we have had a
road connecting us with St.
Brides. The point that was
brought up during the reset-
tlement days was that we were
cut off from civilization and
there were no recreational
facilities for the young people.
In fact, we had no power, no
electricity and only a pay
telephone, but the recreational
facilities was the big bluff that
the government was putting up.

“I had to leave the meeting
about resettlement before it was
over. I had to pick up the
children and when I came back,
the meeting was over. I was
talking to a few people and they
said that if they could get me to
move then the rest would follow.

1 had a store and a few trucks. I
said no, I wouldn't sell out even
if they gave me a million dollars
in my hand.

“I was considered the mer-
chant here for years. I bought
the fish here, and supplied the
fishermen with their needs and
..I did what I could for the
settlement. I was the one who
condemned the resettlement
propaganda that the govern-
ment was putting through. If a
family man has to take up and
move away, house and all, it
costs him $3,000.00 to do it, but
$3,000.00 is like a fish in a bucket
when you have to do that.

“People are now starting to
move back, and there are a lot
of young men here who are old
enough to be married with
families but they are not. They
have it in their minds not to
settle down. Why, I don’t know.
What few people are here now
are fishing. There are about
seven people raising sheep and
there was something like 300
sheep here this fall.

“Right now, we have a first
class water system. The
government supplied us with the
pipe and that stuff and we put
the system in around 1962. That
system went and later on we got
a grant and we put in another
water system. We have lots of
water stuck up on mountains
above us and we can dig the
land, so this is an easy place to
put in a system like that. We also
have a first class sewerage
system. We put that in around
1976 and we got a LIP program
and put in a playground. We also
put an outside skating rink in
here.

We had a two-room school that
wasn’t being taken care of, so I
got some money from the
government and last winter we
made the school into a new

Joe Careen

parish hall. The community
council is elected here and I
think I will run again, not
because I like it, but because I
like the settlement.

“The Council’s problem is that
we don’t have any fire protec-
tion. Our water lines are too
small for hydrants. It’s only a
two inch line. What I'm going
after now is a six inch line so
that I can get hydrants put on it.
1 requested it last year when we
sent in our budget. They did
approve it, but the engineers
turned it down. For the six inch
line and the hydrants to be put
on it, will cost around
$100,000.00. That’s a lot of money
for 130 people, but I'm going to
go after it anyway, I did get
$104,000.00 last yedr from the
LIP program for the fishermen
for their boats. Our community
stage got caught in a storm and
we built another one.

““There are about 17 fishermen
here now. This is the first year
that the slipway has beenused
here. There is a plant in Branch,
so the fish is trucked to Branch
and from there to Dildo. Most of
the fishermen here are young
people.
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““I think the fishing is going to
die out. There just isn’t any
security in fishing, so the men
are now going to the longliners,
but they can’t do it here. There
+are two longliners now that fish
out of Branch, and very soon
there will be three and so on.
Very soon, our fishing is going to
go because of this.

‘““We have the mobile
elementary school here which
goes up to Grade 5. There is one

teacher at that school and she is
from here.

The high school kids have to
go to St. Brides. It is 17 miles
from here to St. Brides so the
kids stay in school for lunch. I
have been driving the school bus
since 1968,

“My wife and I had 21
children, there were a few
miscarriaged and a few died but
14 lived. My wife is the farmer in
the family now. Point Lance is
my home and I love it here.

The fisherman-farmer

“Our biggest problems in
Point Lance are the draggers
and our weather,” says 57 year
old John W. Careen, a bachelor
fisherman-farmer. The
draggers one can do something
about, although it doesn’t ap-
pear to be that way at the
moment; but the weather is a
different story and it has been a
problem in Point Lance for as
long as the community has been
in existence,

This year the stage got torn up
by a bad storm and it was the
middle of June before some of
the fishermen were able to go
fishing. A newly constructed
wharf, built through LIP, should
alleviate some of this problem,
but because of the strong
southeasterlies, the fishermen
can’t depend on the fishery for a
living. There are just too many
days when the boats can’t go
out. “That’s why it's good to
have sheep”’, says John Careen.

John has a 30-foot open boat,
built in Admiral’s Beach,
equipped with a 16 h.p. volvo
engine. Johnuses gill nets, jigger
and trawl and can catch as
much as 4500 pounds of fish on a
good day. The fish is collected
daily from Pt. Lance and
trucked to the Newfoundland
Quick Freeze plant in Dido. The
plant buys cod and flounder, but

John Careen

unfortunately they have not
expressed an interest in lump
fish and cat fish, both of which
appear to be plentiful.

According to John the fish
have been large and there has
been no lack of them, but the
draggers have put a real
damper on consistently good
catches. “In fact,” said John, “I
can't see the good of having a
200-mile limit if the draggers are
able to come so close to land”.
He stated that he thought there
was an agreement which would
prevent the local draggers from
coming within 12 miles, but he
has seen them as close as a mile
away from land.

Because of the weather and
now the draggers, John sup-
plements his income by raising
45 sheep and one ram. Un-
fortunately for John he didn’t
get as many ‘“‘double births” as
he would have liked to this year,
but he was still able to sell his
lambs for $40 to Fred Jacobs of
Ochre Pit Cove. John tried
selling his sheep at the auction
in St. Brides once, but that was
his first and last time. He
prefers selling to butchers who
travel to the area.

Having fished since he was 16,
John probably considers himself
a fisherman first and a farmer
second, but John is typical of the
people from this part of the Cape
Shore. John, and others like
him, have managed to work out
a year round pattern of living
which insures that some money
is always coming in.

Fishing
facilities
needed

Donny White is a serious
young St. Bride’s fisherman, but
ask anyone on the Cape Shore
and they’ll tell you that Donny is
hardly a serious young man. Not
even wrapping his truck around
a telephone pole and banging up
his leg stops Donny from
cracking a joke, being the
“fonze,” or whopping it up in
Placentia. However, when it
comes to fishing, Donny’s
twinkle and grin narrow just a
bit as he talks in a semi-serious
tone.

When Donny is fishing, he
works out of a 32’ trap skiff
powered by a 16 h.p. diesel. He
starts in May and finishes up the
end of September or the
beginning of October. During
those months he catches cod and
flounder. There are a lot of
lobster in the area, but he
doesn't have a license. Mostly,
Donny uses gill nets because he
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has had such difficulty getting
the traps out of the water,
especially the Japanese traps.
Says Donny, “They are suppose
to be the best, but the one we set
must not have been set right. We
had a devil of a time trying to
raiseit."”

On an average day, Donny and
his partner can unload 3000 fish
at the feeder plant in St. Bride’s,
but the wharf isn’t big enough to
hold the thirty-five boats that
fish from the community. “If
five or six boats come in here at
one time, the wharf is blocked,”
reports Donny. He adds, “You
just have to look at the wharf to
see that we need a new one."

That could be the un-
derstatement of the year. On a
day when the wind is blowing,
the sea just tumbles over the
wharf. A section that looks like a
breakwater has just about been
destroyed by the sea and, ac-
cording to Donny, the little
harbour that has been created
out of a wind swept shoreline
needs dredging. All in all, the
fishing facilities are a disaster.

The fishermen’s union has
been in the area for two years
and, according to Donny, it has
helped mainly in raising the
price of the fish. An outgrowth of
the union is a fisheries com-
mittee; but, according to some
of the fishermen who were down

on the wharf when Decks Awash
paid a visit, the fishermen have
had a difficult time getting
together to fight for something
as basic and important as a
wharf. They have managed to
get a gear shed and a bait depot,
but the wharf is still the biggest
concern. Nonetheless, despite
these problems, the fishery has
never been better, ‘‘because
there is nothing else to do,” says
Donny, “and it's growing each
year.”

There are about six young
people like Donny from St.
Bride’s who are fishing, plus
several older men. In addition, a
number of men who left the

Every day pounding waves continue to eat away at the wharf in St.
Bride’'s — It's a hard place to fish trom and there are several stormy

days when the feeder plant on the left is forced to lie idle.

fishery have now returned to it.
All this helps to keep two shifts
of filleters working in the St.
Brides’ plant.

St. Bride's, which was
designated as a growth centre
and which has acquired many of
the major facilities and staff for
the Cape Shore, such as a high
school, several stores, a nurse,
the priest, etc., is still lacking
one of the primary factors in
developing a strong economy —
good fishing facilities. It's going
to take a strong co-ordinated
fisheries committee to push for
such facilities, and if St. Bride’s
doesn't get good facilities soon,
Donny may find that there is
something else besides his truck
which is far beyond repair.
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Edward White, Donny White and
Al Young getting ready to pull up

Donny'’s boat for the winter in St.
Bride’s.

COVER PHOTO:

The river in St. Bride's cuts
right through the community.
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7,000

acres

of
pasture

One of the largest regional
pastures in Newfoundland is
located near St. Bride’s on the
Cape Shore. 7,000 acres in all, it
covers a large portion of the
interior of the Cape of St. Mary's
Peninsula.

The pasture began to take
shape in 1970 when work was
begun to fence in some of it. By
1972, animals were placed on the
pasture. Today, there are close
to 300 acres fertilized and limed,
with a few divisional fences.

During the past summer, over
800 sheep were grazing on the
pasture as well as 51 cattle.
According to John Manning of
Cuslett, who looks after the
community pasture, ‘“‘The
biggest problem with having so
much land is keeping the sheep
together. They tend to get in the
1000 acres of woods and then it's
hard to get them out; but next
year we hope to fence off several
different divisions.”

As for the cattle, they are in
three different locations. ‘“The
first couple of years here, the
cattle were loose on the 7000
acres,’”’ says Mr. Manning, ‘‘and
they didn’t do well at all. They
used to do too much travelling,
but the past few years the cattle
have been better.”

The change to keep animals on
the pasture is $1.30 per sheep.,
.15 per lamb, and $5.00 per
cattle. The cattle are usually
sprayed within 14 days of their
arrival and the sheep are dipped
to keep disease to a minimum.
Some foot rot does exist but that
has been a problem right across
the province.

People from up and down the
Cape Shore keep their animals
on the pasture, although several
Point Lance and Branch

John Manning who looks after the community pasture in St. Brides
relaxes against.one of his own well mended fences.

Two of Cuslett’s finer residents.
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residents let their sheep roam
freely down around Cape St.
Mary’s. However, Mr. Manning
points out that “Although they
don’t have to pay a fee, they
have to truck them in and out
themselves.”

Mr. Manning is very pleased
that this year lambs from the
pasture were sold to St. Pierre
by the pound. He recalls, “The
Department of Agriculture got
in touch with the people of St.
Pierre for us. The Agricultural
Representative came down and
weighed the lambs on the hoof,

then he went down to the high
school and made a long distance
call to St. Pierre, and told them
the weight and they agreed to
pay $1.55 per pound for them.
This is the first year we have
sold lambs to them.”

Helping Mr. Manning to keep
up those 7000 acres are three
assistants. Next year, he will
have a fourth, a well-trained
Border Collie Sheep Dog, who
has already arrived at the
Manning home in Cuslett, and is
in the process of being trained.

As for the future, Mr. Manning

says that sheep farming is
growing in the area and that
there are quite a few young
people going into it. ““There are
quite a few pure bred rams
around this year alone,which is a
good sign.” In addition, there

- are a number of Ayreshire cows

which were brought in about 35
years ago. Their ancestors can
still be seen on many of the Cape
Shore meadows. This year a
pure bred Ayshire bull was put
in the area in the hope that
more pure bred Ayreshires will
continue to breed.

Development associations
are nothing new

During the late 1960’s, various
regional groups began to spring
up around the Province.
Basically these groups, which
were at first found in such
places as Twillingate, Port au
Port Peninsula, Fogo, Burin and
Eastport were concerned about
the economic base and potential
of their areas.

Eventually groups became
more formalized through the
ARDA 1II agreement, a federal
government program, which
among other things allocated
money for projects for groups
that were concerned with rural
development. Since then, over 30
associations have been formed,
all with the purpose of
developing the economic base of
their areas.

However, development
associations are nothing new to
the Province. They existed back
in the 1930's, but then
associations were organized by
the government whereas today’s
associations are organized by
the people. One such early
association was the Develop-
ment Committee for Branch and
the Cape Shore.

It got its beginning when times
were tough all over Newfoun-
dland. In addition, the Cape
Shore was suffering from a

continued failure of the fishery.
According to records at that
time, a high proportion of the
Cape Shore’s population was
receiving public relief.

In an attempt to curb this
situation, a development
committee was formed in
August of 1935 at the suggestion
of the Honourable Thomas
Lodge, Acting Commissioner for
Natural Resources. Before
taking any direct action, a
questionnaire was distributed to
the residents which asked them
their feelings on agriculture and
fishing. From the questionnaire
the committee discovered that
the Cape St. Mary’s Peninsula
south of Patrick's Cove was
entirely different from the rest
of the Avalon Peninsula in terms
of geological formation. Among
other things, it had excellent soil
for agricultural purposes and on
a plateau in the middle of the
Peninsula, there was ap-
proximately one hundred square
miles of rough natural grazing
ground where an unlimited
number of cattle and sheep
could be kept in the summer.
However, despite the fact that
residents did some agriculture,
it was found to be primitive in
that the people had no ploughs,
pigs and very few sheep or

cattle.

During the first three months
of its’organization, the Com-
mittee took the following steps
to help the area:

1. Each village was organized
into a development association
on the group system. The unit
was family and the families
were divided into groups of 10.
Each group provided two
Committeee men. Each of the
local committees elected the
Priest as its President and
elected a Vice-President and
Secretary.

2. The Committee purchased a
plough for each group, given to
the groups on a loan basis. The
Committee also provided the
groups with sets of iron-work for
harrows and farm rollers. A
farming instructor, Mr. Arnold
Chafe from the Goulds, spent
two months in the area advising
and instructing the people. As a
result, for the first time ap-
proximately 100 acres was
ploughed, divided equally
between the three communities
of Branch, St. Bride’s and
Cuslett.

3. The Committee purchased
160 tons of ground .limestone for
use on the cultivated land. Due
to transportation difficulties,
only half of the limestone was
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