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FROM TI-IE EDITOR:

Welcome to the April issue of The Greenspond Letter.. Greenspond is an
island situated on the northwest side of Bonavista Bay. It was first settled over three
hundred years ago, in the late 1690s, by people from the West Country of England,
predominantly Dorset, Devon, Hampshire, and Somersetw Greenspond is one of the
oldest continuously inhabited outports in Newfoundland. According to British Colonial
Office records, Greenspond, in 1698, was inhabited by 13 men, women and childrenw By
1810, the population was 600 and by 1901 the population had risen to 1,726.
Greenspond was one of the major settlements in Newfoundlandw It was an important
fishing, shipping and commercial centre and was called "The Capital of the NorthwH

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an opportunity for people who are
interested in the rich history of Greenspond to communicate with each other in order to
share this history. This issue starts with a short essay on the Loyal Orange Society of
Greenspond which was written by Robert Saunders in The Newfoundland Quarterly.
If anyone has any pictures of the Orange Lodge (old or new) would they lend them to me
to print in the next newsletter. Does anyone know where the records of the Orange
Society are?

The next article is a transcript of a document which is held in the Centre for
Newfoundland Studies Archives, Memorial University of Newfoundland. It is a protest by
the crew and passengers of the Schooner "Little Jim" in 1918. Their statement was
given to I.J. Mifflen, who forwarded it to the Law Firm of Squires and Winter in St.
John's. This is followed by excerpts from The Evening Telegram for March 13, 1957
giving the local Greenspond news. "rhe 1911 Census continues in this issue and is
followed by the Voters· List for Sa'fe I-Iarbour for the year 1930. I have had requests
from two readers who are from Safe Harbour for information on this community. Barbara
(Knee) t-losl<ins who lives in Corner Brook and her sister, Lucy (Knee) Zimmerman, who
lives in Georgia, in the United States, were born in Safe Harbour and subscribe to The
Greellspond Letter.

There is a poem entitled "The Greenspond Town Council" written by Ma.c Granter
published in this issue. I would like to publisll more poetry and verse. If you have any
poems, stories, photographs that you would like to see in this newsletter please send to
the address below.
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I would like to thank all those who continue to write me. Thanks to Sidney and
Mary Burry of Corner Brook who pointed out that in the interview with Sam Carter and
Wilfred Carter I mistakenly spelt "flour" sack, tlowerf Sidney is from Greenspond. They
also informed me that the cemetery on Newell's Island was Church of England. Actually
they weren't the only ones to tell me.

Shirley Blackwood Burry who lives in Happy Valley-Goose Bay sent me two
lovely photographs of the old United Church, one an exterior view and the other an
interior shot. Thanks also to Ada Hawkins for her photographs which are included here.

I also had a letter from Albert Peckford who is from Ship Island and now lives in
C·orner Brook. I-Ie sent me an excellent map of Ship Island which he drew showing
where many of the houses were situated when he lived there. I have included this map
at the end of the newsletter.

I had a phone call from Abe Warnell who asked me if I could find out if Farton's
Head where he lived in Greenspond was the proper name? Does anyone know where
that name came from?

Since the last edition of the newsletter in January there was a public meeting in
Greenspond to discuss a "Come Home Year" for 1997. Although these are early days
yet, there is a report from the executive giving the details they have worked out so far.
~rlle Greenspond Letter will keep its readers informed. I have also been asked by
several readers if there was any interest in a Greenspond Historical Society. This
society could be an excellent repository for all the photographs and records
documenting the history of Greenspond.

There is a new newspaper in the Bonavista North area. It is called The Kittiwake
Commentary and it is published monthly. There is an interesting article on the Orange
Society printed in the February 1995 issue. Anyone interested in finding out more about
this paper can write to Audrey Manning: Kittiwake Commentary, P.O. Box 130,
Lumsden, Newfoundland, AOG 3ED.

The Greenspond l..etter is publislled four times a year in January, April, July and
October. It can be purchased at Pearl Dyke's and Edith Burry's stores in Greenspond for
$3.00 each or it can be mailed to you at the cost of $5.00 an issue, including postage
and handling. Subscription for one year costs $20.00. If you have any comrnen'ts, or
questions please write:

Linda White
37 Liverpool Avenue
St. John's, A1C 3B4
Newfoundland
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ORANGEMEN
The Greenspond Saga ~ In History, 50119 and Story by Robert Saunders was written
in instalments in The Newfoundland Quarterly throughout the 19508 and 1960s.
Saunders lived in the United States and relied on people in Greenspond to supply him
with information. Saunders acknowledged many of these people in his essays. In the
second issue of The Greenspond Letter there is an interview with Jean (Burry) White
whose mother Lizzie Burry was the first librarian in Greenspond. Mrs. Burry regularly
supplied Saunders with material to use in his essays. The Greenspond Saga is a rich
source of Greenspond history. In the March 1957 issue Saunders thanks S.G. Meadus,
Ralph Wright, Garland Burton, and W. J. Dewey for their assistance with writing an
essay on the Orange Society in Greenspond. Mrw Meadus gave him the following
information on the Orangemen in Greenspond:

"First Orangemen in Greenspond joined in St. John's about 1870~ TI1eir names
were as follows: Charles Whitemarsh, TI10mas Warnell, Edward Meadus, Sylvester
Green, Job Granter, Ethelred Carter, William White, Sr~, James Burry, William Lang, and
many others~ A Lodge named Burnett, Number 28, was formed at Greenspond about
1875, and the first meetings were held in Mr~ Fred White's store, left, down by the
waterside. The first hall was built upon the top of the island in 1880, After a shari wl1ile a
split came and another Lodge was formed by the name of Glover Lodge, Number 33.
That was about the time of Governor Sir John H. Glover of Newfoundland. (1884-1886)
The two Lodges working in the one hall; Burnett on Thursday night and Glover on
Tuesday night. In 1898 the hall was burllt dow/7, and after the fire Burnett held their
meetings in the Sf, James Society of United Fishern1en Hall and Glover held theirs in
Blandford Society of Ullited Fishermen Hall which was formerly tIle old Met/7odist
schoolw 111 1900 Glover Lodge bought Mr, James Oakley's shop a/Jd made an Orange
Hall out of it; and Burnett Lodge bought the old Gault House and made a Lodge for
Bur/lett and Orange Young Britons, as the Young Britons used the hall that was burned
down, The name of the Young Britons Lodge was "No surrender, Number 29",

In 1904 the Royal Black Preceptory~ Number 647, was formed and worked in
Glover Orange Hall. The first Worshipful Preceptor was Mr, Edward Cartef1, and the
presellt Worshipful Preceptor is Mr. S. G, Meadus, In 1920 Glover Lodge rebuilt their
17811 and in 1924 the two Lodges amalgamated and the Burnett and Glover names under
the new Charler was discarded Blld tIle united Lodges became Greenspond Loyal
Orange Lodge, Number 205, whic/l name it still holds to the present time, This hall is
very modern and has its own lighting plant and is a great credit to the community. The
Orange Young Britons also use this hall to hold their meetings in. II

1 Edward Carter is the maternal grandfather of the editor of
The Greenspond Letter: Edward Carter was the son of James Carter
of Ship Island and Louise Saunders of Saunder's Cove. He was
married to Gertrude Burry Carter.
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Saunders added that in the early days Orangemen annual parades only attended
Anglican and Methodist churches but later attended the Salvation Army. Orangemen
paraded around New Year; but the Fishermen on Candlemas Day (February 2).
Saunders goes on in his essay to point out that the Orange Society was a social activity,
always ready with a helping hand to a less fortunate brother. It was nothing unusual,
says Saunders, for volunteers from a lodge of which one was a brother who had a bad
season in fishing, to put an empty barrel on a catamaran and trek from house to house,
filling them with flour, molasses, peas, etc. This was, without ceremony, passed along to
the unfortunate family.
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Schooner I'Little Jim"

The following is a copy of a document which is held at the Centre for
Newfoundland Studies Archives, Memorial University of Newfoundland. It is a protest by
the crew and passenger of the Schooner "Little Jim" in 1918. Their statement was given
to I.J. Mifflen, who forwarded it to the Law Firm of Squires and Winter in St. John's.

Greenspond
March 30, 1918

Messrs. Squires & Winter
St. John's

Dear Sirs,
At the request of Japheth Winsor

I enclose herewith certified copy of
protest Schooner "Little Jim"

Yours most truly
I.J. Mifflen

By this public instrument of protest made and entered at Greenspond, in the
Island of Newfoundland on the Fourteenth day of January, in the year of Our Lord One
thousand nine hundred and eighteen be it known unto all whom it mayor doth concern
that on the above date personally came and appeared before me Isaac J. Mifflen a
Notary Public for the aforesaid Island duly admitted and sworn - Japheth Winsor,
Master, Hedley G. Winsor, second hand and Edgar House, a passenger on freighter of
the Schooner "Little Jim" of 44· tons who severally make oath and say:- That these
appearers and the rest of the crew of the said vessel set sail in her at Wesleyville on the
third day of August last past bound on a fishing voyage to be prosecuted on the coast of
Labrador, the vessel being there tight, staunch and strong and in every aspect fit to
perform her said intended voyage.

That after calling at several places on that coast, these appearers decided to
abandon the voyage on the 14th day of September and on the following day left
Cutthroat homeward bound~

That they harboured at Paulls Island and Long Tickle, leaving this latter port on
September 17th with a good breeze of North West wind and arrived at I-Iawkels Harbour
with a reefed mainsail and outer jib stowed. Upon getting outside the harbour they found
a strong North East wind blowing and a heavy ground sea. The course was then given
as South West and the vessel kept up the Labrador Shore.
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That all went well until about 6:30 of that morning when the vessel was found to
be amongst breaking rocks and shoals known as the Ravens and Skerries. The order
was immediately given to change the course so as to allow the vessel to clear the
shoals. Sea after sea however was shipped - one of which completely -filled the vessel
from stem to stern. At the same time the main rigging on the port side was carried away.
Just after this and during the continuance of seas breaking over the vessel the main
sheet gave out and the main peak halliard? block was damaged. The order was then
given to lower the mainsail, the vessel still being in the midst of breaking shoals and
rocks. Shortly after this the vessel "rounded" the breaking shoals and then all sails were
lowered and the vessel kept before the wind which was still blowing strong and had
veered to the East North East.

That these appeared then commenced and repaired the damaged rigging putting
in at the same time a new main sheet and repairing the damaged block. By the time this
was accomplished the wind had abated somewhat but there was still a heavy sea. At 9
a.m. they again set a reefed mainsail and reefed foresail on the vessel and "boomed
Qut" they continued up the shore making good weather and with a decreasing wind and
sea.

That at 11 a.m. the vessel was about ten miles E.N.E. from Spear Point when, all
of a sudden and without any warning whatever, the main mast broke from the deck and
fell in the water over the head of the vessel. Imn1ediately these appearers started to
clear up tile damages but owing to the swing of the wreckage and surging of the vessel
very little could be done.

That within five minutes afterwards the foremast gave out to the deck and fell
overboard and carrying with it the jibboom and breaking up rigging and stays.
That an attempt was then made to get the wreckage on board the vessel but owing to
the sea and wind this was found to be impossible and for the safety of the hull of the
vessel and the lives of these appearers and other members of the crew it was decided
to cut the spars and sa.ils adrift and lighten the vessel.

That after this temporary sails were set and the vessel still kept up the shore.
When about five miles E.N.E. of Spear Point the Schooner "Springdale", Jenkins,
master, came alongside and offered to tow the vessel to safety which offer was
accepted and at 4 p.m. that day these appearers anchored their vessel at Assizes
Harbour and at once communicated with the underwriters.

That upon further examination of the damages these a.ppearers discovered that
the mainmast had been twisted and not broken off short. Consequently they were and
are toda,y convinced and believe that the damages resulted directly from the vessel's
having been in the midst of breaking shoals and rocks and not through stress of wind
and weather.

Therefore these appearers declare to protest and I the said Notary, at their
request do also protest against stranding striking, gales of wind, higll and heavy seas,
'facts, incidents and occurances aforesaid and for all and ... loss, cost, detriment,
damage and expense that hath, can or may arise therefrom to the end that the same
may be had, borne, sustained and recovered by those to whom of right it doth it can or
may appertain.
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Thus declared and protested at Greenspond aforesaid the day and year first
before written before me.

(Signed) Japheth Winsor
(Signed) Hedley G. Winsor
(Signed) Edgar House

LJ. Mifflen,
Notary Public
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THE EVENING TELEGRAM

ST~ JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND
MARCH 13, 1957

FEWER BERTHS TO THE ICE;

Greenspond - From the time when most
of the wooden walls used to proceed to
Greenspond to make their deparlure, to
the present time there have been
sealers going to the icefield each year
from Greenspond~ With the yearly
decline of the sealfishery there has
been quite a reduction in the number of
sealers to an all-time low this year.

Those who are going include Captain
Gus Carler ITJBster of Bowring's Terra
Nova, Robert Crocker, Elias Kellow8Y,
Llewellyn Dram, Arlhur Burry, Kenneth
Burry, Elias Button, Jim Burry, Bill Burry,
Job Burry, Stanley Balckwood, Sidney
Stratton, Randolph Wheeler, Walter
Burry, Raymond Burry, and Fred
Wheeler~ TI1e sealers travelled by
snowmobile from Badger's Quay to
Benton and by train to St. John's.

Greenspond has boasted of a great
line of sea-farers and captaitlS dOW/)
through the years and included in the
IO/1g list ofhardy sealers is Captaitl
Peter Carler, now 86 years old and living
in retirement at Greenspond. Captain
Gerier's memory is still quite I(een and
can vividly recall many ofhis
adVetlturous trips to tIle ice fields.

In his early days Captain Peter Carter
went to the ice with Captain W WitlSor.
Later Captain Carler commanded the
Beothic at7d Utlgava at the seal hunt and
brougtlt in the heaviest load so far ever
landed in O/le trip, in the Utlgava.

LESS MEN FROM GREENSPOND

Annual parade, Greenspond CEAA
The c. E.A.A~ held its annual parade

Feb. 19 when the members proceeded
from the Parish Hall and attended
morning prayer at St Stephen's
Anglican C/1urch. Following the church
service the members paraded around
town, and then back to the parish hall
where dinners were salVed by the ladies
of the congregation.

During the afternoon it was "open
house" at the Parish Hall for the boys
and girls of the community,
At night a social was held,

Congregational Meeting is Held
The annual meeting of the United

Church congregatio/1 was held Feb. 24.
A representative group attended and
heard fit1ancial reporls of the various
organizations which s/1owed increases
O\ler the previous year.

Praise was give/) to the Ladies' Aid and
Y.P. U. for their financial contributions
towards the church's work. Mrs. Noble,
superintendent of the Sunday School,
received credit for her efforls for the
leaders/lip she has given t/1e Sunday
SC/10ol and W~M. S., The choir was
praised for their deep interest and for
being present every Sunda'y during the
year for both services of worship.
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THE EVENING TELEGRAM

STII JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND
MARCH 13,1957

GREENSPOND NEWS

Greenspond". Th'e Girls' Friendly
Society held their annual sale ofwork
and teas Feb. 27 and in spite of very
slippery roads a large crowd attended
and tIle affair was a success.

Due to the extremely cold weather
experienced in recent months the supply
of oil has very low. Through the co­
operation of the Depaltment of
Transport and Albett Wakeley, light
house keeper at Puffin Island, Mrs~

Eveleigh, manager Fishermen's Union
Trading Co. store Greenspond, received
a supply from Puffin Island whic/1 will
help to alleviate shottage until the
opeing ofnavigation.

The Greenspond Film CouI1cif which
now has a weekly show for the public is
meeting with a good response. A large
crowd attended a recent s/10wing of
Danny Boy. It is hoped that in two or
three Inonths the council's new 16 mm
projector will be paid for~ The council
has pla/lned some comlnunily projects
with the proceeds of the weekly
s/10wings~

Bell Burry, Greenspond, was a recent
visitor to Badger's Quay.
Several ladies gathered at the United

Church Manse March 4 and tendered
Mrs~ Jatnes I-Joddinott a ps/ty.

2Does anyone know
anything about the Greenspond
Film Council? When did it
start? Why?
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Stewart Parsons arrived home
reoently.

Thomas Bragg and Fred Bragg
recently arrived from Gander where they
had been employed.

Eric Dyke, crew member of the M~ v.
Nonia, arrived home recently~

R.J~ Noble who had been a patient at
the General Hospital arrived home Feb~

22~

Donald Dyke and Jack Bragg, crew
members of the M. V~ Bonavista, arrived
home recently~

Rev~ Torraville arrived home Feb. 20
after spending two weeks visiting other
parts of his parish around the bay.

The annual sale sponsored by the
United Church Y~P.U. was recently held
in the Orange Hall and proceeds
amounted to $350~

Ladies of the Salvatiol1 Army corps
sponsored a sale ofwork and teas
February 20~
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1911 CENSUS

There was no official formal census of the population of Newfoundland until 1836.
C·ensus information before this date can be gleaned frOI11 letters, lists, fishery reports
and trade figures. For example, in 1675 Sir John Berry, the cornmander of a British
convoy, ordered a list to be made of the planters, their wives and families, the number of
men working with them, the number of boats and stages, and the number of cattle and
sheep. The survey included the communities from Cape Race to Bonavista. (Berry's list
reported a European population of 1,659). The first Newfoundland Legislative Assembly
passed An Act 'for Ascertaining the Census of the Colony in 1836. It stated that a census
was to be taken every ten years. In 1911 the census was taken in August n1onth. The
following is a continuation of this census for Greenspond which was published in
previous issues of The Greenspond Letter. The remainder of this census will be
published in future issues. The original 1911 Census is held at the Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador in St. John's.

Due to limitations of space, all the information contained in the Census is not
included here. For example, the original census has the occupations listed. Most people
in Greenspond worked in the fisheries but those who did not are listed in "footnotes
below.

NAME RELATION MARr·rAL BIRTI-I;
TO HEAD STATUS AGE
OF HOUSE

PLACE
OF
BIRTH

REL.

BUTLER,ALFRED I-Iead M Jan 1868 Greenspond S.A.
43 years

BUTLER,MELINDA wife M March 1870 Pool's Island S.A.
41 years

BUTLER,ELSIE daughter S Sept 1895 Greenspond S.A.
16 years

HOUSE,FRED Head M May 1871 Greenspond Math
4·0 years

HOUSE,ELIZABETH wife M Sept 1871 Greenspond Math
40 years

HOUSE,NORMAN son S May 1892 Greenspond Math
19 years

HOUSE,I-IERBERT son S Oct 1895 Greenspond Math
15 years
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HOUSE,FRANK

HOUSE,SANDY

son

son

s

s

Nov 1897 Greenspond Meth
13 years
Aug 1905 Greenspond Meth
6 years

DOMINEY,LEAH

DOMINEY,WILLIAM3

Head

son

w

s

Feb 1842 Greenspond C· of E
69 years
Feb 1886 Greenspond C of E
25 years

DOMINEY,JOHN CI-IARLES Head M

DOMINEY, MABEL LOUISA daughter S

DOMINEY,BEATRICEMAY daughter S

DOMINEY,ADA BEATRICE daughter S

DOMINEY,CLARENCE son S

FELTHAM,PRISCILLA servant S

DOMINEY,EDGAR head M

DOMINEY, ANNIE AI_ICE wife M

DOMINEY,EDNA MARION daughter S

DOMINEY,I-IARRY GRAHAM son S

DOMINEY,GRACIA WHITE daughter S

June 1881 Greenspond C of E
30 years
Sept 1881 Greenspond C of E
30 years
March 1909 Greenspond C of E
2 years
Nov 1910 Greenspond C of E
10 months
Aug 1891 Deer Island Meth
20 years

Nov 1871 Greenspond C of E
39 years
Dec 1870 Greenspond C of E
40 years
Oct 1897 Greenspond C of E
13 years
July 1899 Greenspond C of E
12 years
Aug 1901 Greenspond C of E
10 years
April 1903 Greenspond C of E
8 years
March 1906 Greenspond C· of E
5 years
June 1908 Greenspond C of E
3 years

M

son S

wifeDOMINEY,LUCY

DOMINEY,JOHN CI-IARLES

3William Dominey is listed as a storekeeper.
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GREENSPOND TOWN COUNCIL

BY MAC GRANTER

As I came from fishing this morning
Of course I were bound for my stage
With five hundred pounds of choice cod fish
That I jigged on the wall of the ledge"

Our town council they needed a driver
And knowing the wages been small
They wondered who they get to drive her
From August till late in the FaiL

Now sorneone did speak of Ben Downer
I am sure it's a streak of good luck
No better in town could ever be "found
When he started a'driving the truck"

The dogs are all barking the cats are all meowing
The hens are all saying cluck cluck
When way down the street I heard the beep beep
It is Downer a'driving the truck.

We'll all say hello to Ben Downer
And smile as he passes along
We know by the way that he is driving
He is bound for the head of Greenspond.

They say he have goods for Fred Stratton
No doubt that will be his "first stop
With a package or two for the public
And the rest for the west end Co-op.

So we'll all say hello to Ben Downer
No doubt he'll be with us once more
And we'll till up our glasses at Christmas
And sing about long island shore.
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LIST OF ELECTORS

DISTRICT OF BONAVISTA NORTH
1930

SAFE HARBOUR

Attwood, Thomas
Attwood, Edward
Attwood, Percy
Attwood, Jockebeo
Attwood, Priscilla nee Davis
Attwood, Priscilla nee Stagg
Attwood, Elias
Attwood, Caroline
Attwood, Charles
Attwood, Noah J~

Attwood, Caleb, JL
Attwood, Muriel
Attwood, Alma
Attwood, Winifred J~

Attwood, Caleb, Sr~

Attwood, Kenneth
Attwood, Jesse
Barbour, Ronald
Blacl<wood, Job
Blackwood, Elsie
Blackwood, John
Blackwood, Luela
Blackwood, Abraham
Blackwood, Mary
Blackwood, Arthur
Blackwood, Clara
Blackwood, Robert B~

Burton, Baxter
Burton, Elizabeth
BlJrton, George, Jr~

Burton, John
Burry, Stephen
Burry, Ernest A.
Burry, Mary M.
Burry, Mary Ann

Burry, John
Burry, Mary Jane
Burry, George, SL
Burry, Hannah
Burry, Jessie
Davis, Louisa
Davis, Edgar
Davis, Lydia
Davis, Idella
Dyke,John
Dyke, Elizabeth J~

Dyke, Jacob
Dyke, Muriel
Dyke, George
Dyke, Benjamin
Dyke, Ellis
Dyke, James T~

Dyke, Mary Ann
Dyke,Job
Elkins, John
Elkins, Robert
Elkins, Frederick
Feltham, Job
Feltham, -rabitha
Gillingham, Abraham
Gillingham, C·harles
Gillingham, Thomas
Gillingham, Effie
I-Iounsell, Robert A~
Hounsell, Annie
Hounsell, Enoch
Hounsell, Charles
I:-Iounsell, Lucy
Janes, Moses
Janes, Allan
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Janes, Alexander
Janes, Sarah
Janes, Elsie
Janes, Noah
Janes, Adam
Janes, Emma L~

Janes, Mary
Janes, Ophnell
Janes, Sydney
Janes, Frances
Janes, Wilfred
Janes, Caroline
Janes, Henry T.
Janes, Frances Jane
Janes, I-Ierbert
Ja,nes, Violet
King, Nathaniel
King, William
King, Phoebe
King, Evelyn
Knee, Joshua
Knee, I-Iannah
Knee, Benjamin
Knee, Ellen
Knee, David
Knee, Bethel
Knee, George
Knee, E,liza
Mercer, Bethel
Mercer, Jane
Moors, Obadiah
Moors, Julia
Moors, Stephen
Moors, I-Iarry
Moors, Elsie



Moors, Alexander
Moors, Ruth
Moors, Jesse K.
Preston, Beatrice
Richards, Allan
Stokes, Nelson
Stokes, Ellen
Stokes,Joseph
Stokes, Lily R.
Stokes, Benjamin
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Stratton, Stephen B.
Stratton, Annie
Sturge, Alfred
Sturge, Beatrice
Sturge, Absalom
Sturge, Elizabeth
Wakely, Daniel

GREENSPOND 1697~1997

COME HOME YEAR
A public tneeting was held on March

9, 1995 in Greenspond to discuss the
possibility of a COlne Home Year.
Fishermen and fisherwol11en in the
S.T.E.T. progra.ln did resea,rcll lllto the
idea and discovered a tremendou.s
al110unt of support to their qu.estiollllaire.
A 22 member committee was fonned.
with an executi,Te WIlO are:: Ivy WIlite Tong; Derrick Bragg; Sa.ul Maher; and Ra.ndy
Burry. Tentative date for the big eve11t is Augu.st 1997. NlYOl1e WilD would like to be
on the mailing list, or who would like to help the COffil11ittee, l)lease send your nallle
and add.ress al1d the ad.dresses of friends and relatives to:

Greenspond. COlne Ilome Year COlllmittee
P.O. Box 100

Greenspond, Bonavista Bay
Newfoundland, AOG 2NO
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IN CONVERSATION WITH MALCOLM WHITE

During the winter months it is difficult to get out to Greenspond to interview people~

What with working full time and the fact that the water in my house on Ship Island is
turned off. Actually there is no running water on Ship Island during the winter months~
For those of you from Greenspond, I am sure you are laughing at a soft townie like
myself~ Therefore the interview this month is with my father, Malcolm White~ He was born
in Pond Head on September 20, 1915, the son of Willis White and Katherine (Carter)
White and married Joyce Carter of Ship Island~ The following interview took place in St.
John's on March 19, 1995~ I hope to do several interviews this summer in Greenspond~ If
you would like to tell me your story or have any suggestions please let me know~

Interviewer: Tell us about Pond Head, the very first thing you remember~

Malcolm White: The first thing I remember is chopping barnish tickles~ They were little
fish~ We would cut then1 off~ We had a wire hook, and they'd go up with the tide7 up
through the brook in Pond J-Iead and when they'd come down we'd be there on the rock,
all ready and chop them and chop them~ C·hop them in two~

Interviewer: What for?

Malcolm White: For fun~ Great place up Pond Head. There were different things we'd
be doing~ For instance, we had to go school. I had to walk down from Pond Head and go
to school. E~J~ Crummey was the teacher~ There were two teachers, in one part was Miss
King from Broad Cove, Bay de Verde, and then when you got older you had to go to Mr~

Crummey~

Interviewer: What stores were there in Greenspond?

Male·olm White: Well, tl1e most popular one was Bourne Brothers~

Interviewer: Where were they situated?

Malcolm White: Right across from the school. You come out of school and you go right
across to Bourne's~ The school was in the lane. The store was on the other side of the
road~

Illterviewer: Who were the Bournes that owned it?

Malcolm White: Jesse Bourne. I don't know if ever he was married~ But they say he
was. And all he ever done, in my tirne, when he came out of his house ~~~ he had his
dwelling house, a lovely house, next to the store~ He'd come out of tllere and go in the
back door of the store or the shop, whatever you call it. I-Ie'd go in his office and he'd
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never come out of his office. No, never. He had a walking cane and a hat, a top hat. He
was really English.

Interviewer: And who'd work in the store?

Malcolm White: Well, number one would be, I suppose the top man would be Raymond
Osmond.

Interviewer: Who was he married to?

Malc·olm White: Raymond was never married that I know of. He went into the ministry
afterwards. First when Raymond got a car, so they say, he was down in Port Blandford,
he was learning how to drive a car, and he ran into a building, bang. I'm only speaking
what someone else said. But I understand he died over in I-Iawley somewhere. His sister
went over and lived with him.

IntelViewer: And who else was in the store?

Malcolm White: Uncle Fred White. He was, a clerk, yes. And there was, we used to call
her Ma Way. Ma, now that's not right. No, it's not Maude. Ma Way, that's what we used
to say. She lived down harbour.

I.,terviewer: Who were her parents?

Malcolm White: I believe it was Edgar Way. That was her father. They used to live way
down to pound, what we called way down to pound. Yes, hold on now I sizes it up. AI1d
then there was Grace Butler.

Interviewer: Did she work in the store?

Malcolln White: Yes, tllat she did. Uncle Fred White helped out on the wharf, helping
Edwin. We used to call him Neddie Lovelace. Edwin Lovelace. He was in charge down
on the wharf. Bourne's wharf. Yes he had buildings cause he had the coal business. Big
coal vessels used to come there. Yes.

Interviewer: Where did the coal come from? Sydney?

Malcolm White: Sydney.

Interviewer: So all the coal for Greenspond came through Jesse Bourne's?

Malcolm White: No, no. No, not all, cause the Union Store had coal and Baird's had
coal. Baird's was big. Clark was there then, they had it.
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Interviewer: Where was Baird's?

Male·olm White: They were near I-Iutcl,ingse On the other side of the roade

Interviewer: Where the fish plant is today?

Malcolm White: Yes, that's right

Interviewer: So you had Fred White working on the wharfne

Male·olm White: Yes, with Neddie Lovelace, and when they were busy Walter Burrye

Interviewer: That was a lot of people.

Malcolm White: i suppose they dide Sure Greenspond was the centre.

Interviewe.': What did they sell?

Malcolm White: Everything that you could mention, a suit of clothes if you wanted. All
kinds of flannelette and everything on one side. Clothes, paint.

Interviewer: Did they buy fish from the fisllermen? Did tlley deal in fish?

Malcolm White: Yes. They had schooners.

Interviewer: What were tl1eir names?

Malcolm White: The Diadem and the Friend. She used to be up in Pond I-Iead in t~le

winter. Moor her up in Pond I-Iead and she'd freeze in. Bring her up to Pond I-Iead
because it was rough down there. And the Miss Janes, they owned that one, a white
one.

Going in to Bournes was like going in to, in to tile Mall, you could help yourself.
And tell Neddie what you had. Tell Neddie I_ovelace what you had and he'd trust to that.
Oh yes, you tell him what you took and all this. Neddie would trust what you said.

Interviewer: And woul(j Jesse BrJurne come down and check?

Male·olm White: Never come down, never. And he had a fitout that he could talk to
Neddie Lovelace from his office. Oh, yes. It was something like a telephone, or walk­
ta.lky. I don't I<now what it was but he could talk to Neddie from his office. Neddie had an
office down there. A little office. Uncle Fred and I stayed there one night. See, one night
Neddie's crowd had the scarlet fever and so Neddie stayed in the office for the night. I
was going to St. John's on the Prospero and Uncle Fred was going to take me out to
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board the Prospero~ And he said the only thing to do now, the Prospero will be here
before daylight, we'll go in and see Neddie~ Neddie was up then and cooking dried apples
or something on the stove~ Anyway, Uncle Fred said we won't start the motorboat No,
he said, take the sculling oar and we'll scull out when the Prospero blows~ Anyway she
let go the whistle, oh my what a whistle~ It would blow so hard it used to shake
everything@ Anyway we sculled and we never got the engine going cause he said that
would keep you from going to sleep~

Interviewer: What do you mean? If you put on the engine you'd fall asleep?

Malcolm White: It would be quiet~ Get the sculling oar out and sculL I don't know what
boat Uncle Fred had then, perhaps it was the New Moon~

Interviewer: What year was this?

Malcolm White: I would say between 1925 and 30~

Interviewer: So you stayed in Neddie Lovelace's office?

Malcolm White: Yes, because he wasn't allowed in his house because one of the girls
or one of his sons had scarlet 'fever.

Interviewer: And Mr~ Bourne didn't go out anywhere? Did you see him around? Did he
go to church?

Malcolm White: Yes, he'd go to church~ Well, Dr. Jamieson told me he rlever had
nerve~ That Jesse Bourne didn't want to go anywhere~ He was all nervous. He was afraid
to go. This is what Dr~ Jamieson told me~ He told Me Bourne to go on the Prospero and
wire him where ever you gets in. So Jamieson will know where you're to and everything~

So Jesse Bourne went right to Cook's t-Iarbour, a round...trip~ I-Is'd send a message every
stop to Dr~ Jamieson. And he was all right because he was in contact with the doctor.

Interviewer: He was some nervous, wasn't he? What other stores were there? Was
Jesse Bourne's the biggest store?

Malcolm White: Well, no, he wasn't tile biggest store but he was the biggest supplier.
He gave supplies to everyone, from the bays everywhere~ You couldn't get near the
wharf~

Illterviewer: He supplied the fishermen with goods.

Malcolm White: Everything. Fair Islands and all around the bays right to St. Brendan's.
FaUas came from St. Brendan's, Deer Islands everywhere and come down there. Sure
Sam Warren, he was in the First World War, sure a cask of oil was about 5 or 600
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pounds, sure he would take it up in his arms and put it down. Yes, Sam Warren from
Gooseberry Islands. Yes, that's how strong he was. All the rest of the fellas had the can
hook.s, the ones to hoist them up. He didn't want that, no. No he'd take them in his arms
and go on.

Interviewer: And what other stores?

Malcolm White: Hutchings, P.J. Hutchings. Philip t-Iutchings. Now he got all the money.
He had all the cash flow. The same people would go and spend their money at P.H.
Hutchings and they'd charge it to Jesse Bourne. Yep.

Interviewer: And what supplies did Hutchings have?

Malcolm Whi'te: No supplies at all, all cash. This is the words he said when he was
tying up your parcel, he said to ya, "You give me the money and you got the goods for
what money you paid me."

Interviewer: Nothing on credit.

Malcolm White: Not a thing.

Interviewer: Did Jesse Bourne make any money?

Malcolm White: I don't know. My father went down and got five ton of coal and carried it
up and brought down a bottle of rum and the two of them were drinking. Jesse Bourne
had two big motor boats. Their names were The Saucy Susan and The Tommy Atkins.
Biggest kind of boats. My father brought up the coal and when he went down Saturday
night to pay Jesse Bourne... there was a lot of people there on Saturday night wanting to
see Jesse Bourne. Jesse Bourne was so popular. Father went in to see him and Jesse
Bourne said to him, so you're home again and father said Yes, I am and Jesse Bourne
said what can I do for you? And father said Mr. Bourne, he said, cause every one called
him Mr. Bourne. Behind his back they said Jesse Bourne. But when you go like that it
was Mr. Bourne and you'd take off your cap. Cause all the bay fellas would take off their
caps when they opened the door. Oh yes. They'd open the door like that and they had
the cap off. Oh yes, definitely. I-Ie was real English. He was dressed up. I-Ie was out in
I,is office, new suit on, all done up. He was real gentleman. So father said he wanted to
pay. And he looked it up and he said there's nothing on the books. You owes me nothing.

Interviewer: Neddie Lovelace didn't write it in.

Malcolm White: Well, father said, lowes you nothing but I got five ton of coal in my
store that I got from Neddie and I'll pay it.

Interviewer: Would Jesse Bourne say anything to Neddie Lovelace?
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Malcolm White: No, no~ He was a good United Church man, a Wesleyan manM He was
a Sunday School teacher, never missed a Sunday~ Oh yes~ I was in Raymond Osmond's
class but whoever was in Jesse Bourne's class, he gave them everything at ChristmasM

Interviewer: What? Gave them presents?

Malcolm White: Yes~ Jesse Bourne gave away more stuff, I suppose he did.

Interviewer: Who lived with him? Did he live alone?

Malcolm White: Agnes Laing~ Aggie LaingM I don't know~ Somebody should know about
her. Then he had people there doing work, whats her name Pond. Bill Pond's sisteL
Mary, Mary Pond~ She'd always be there doing house work. Oh, yes. It just come to my
mind~ A girl named Angel. We used to call her, her name was Angel, she was from up
the bay~ But I forgets her first name~ And we used to call heL~~ I don't know~ She worked
like a slaveM

Interviewer: Did he have any brothers or sisters?

Malcolm Wllite: I don't know~ He was only 64 or something when he died~

Interviewer: What happened to his business then?

Malcolm White: Martin Bourne came there~ No, he wasn't a relative. I-Ie took a girl by
the name of, on what's her name. I don't remember~ She thought a lot of herself. Jesse
Bourne took her in, a Carter from over Shambier's Cove. Anyway, she married Martin
Bourne. I think Martin was one of the Bournes from down Safe Harbour~

Interviewer: Over in the cemetery Bourne is spelt B-o-o-r-n-e.

Malcolm White: Oh, that'll come to me, that woman's name. Lottie, Lottie Carter. Lottie
Bourne. She married Martin. They had children too. Girls. Lottie Carter married Martin
Bourne. She used to go down to the post office to get the mail. She had a box in the post
office and a key. And we outside waiting for the post office to open. And then you know
in Greenspond the post office was blocked. And in she'd come, s\Ninging~ And
everybody'd say "Look out now", you know a crowd of young fellows. She'd come in and
put her arms up like that, cause Jesse Bourne had lots of mail, from all those business
people in St. John's plus the papers, papers that were going. And by, the swing on her. It
took her about five minutes to get in. That's true.

Interviewer: And when did Jesse Bourne die? The '60s?

Malcolm White: I don't know. It was after I came up here [St. John's] and that was in
the '308, '33.
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Interviewer: So what other stores were there?

Malcolm White: Well, see, the Union Store, the F.P.U. The Fishermen's Protective
Union.

Interviewer: Who was in charge there?

Malcolm White: There'd be different men. There was King. I forgets their names now.
Well, Jobie Warnell. Job Wornell was in charge first. He had coal boats come there. And
I got a job off him. Yes. Unloading coal boats.

Interviewer: These were all boats from Sydney?

Malcolm White: No. From Port Union. The F.P.U. They had this big steamer come
there. And the captain was from Greenspond, and the first mate was from Greenspond,
and the second mate was from Greenspond. I went and saw Jobie Warnell in his office
and he said I'll put your name down. And Dinie Granter was working there, Harold
White's wife.

Interviewer: Dinah? What did she do?

Malcolm White: She was the clerk.

Interviewer: Whatever happened to Bourne's store?

Malcolm White: I heard that Jesse Bourne was owed lots of money. Up around Indian
Bay, some didn't pay him a cent. Charge it and go and take it yourself.

Interviewer: Did he give money to the church, Jesse Bourne?

Malcolm Whi,te: He was the highest giver. The church. If they wanted anything and he
had it he'd give it to them. We were down to the concert, United Church concert, Mr.
Crummey said the Anglicans or Church of England, they took in eighty dollars. And we
had to beat that and Mr. Bourne put in the money to beat it. Yes. He'd give anything,
that's the kind of person he was.

Interviewer: What other stores were there?

Malcom White: Ches Dowden had a little store. Before you get to the F.P.U. store. A
small store on the road. He used to sell like small stuff, you know. I think Ches Dowden
came out from Corner Brook and started a store.

Interviewer: Were there any stores up in Pond Head?
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Malcolm White: Yes. Lucy Parsons had a store. That was right across from Uncle Art,
her brother. Arthur White. She married a Parsons. Joe Parsons. From Greenspond,
down harbour, She used to have to come up every morning and open the store. And
instead of going in to her brother, Arthur White, right across the road, she went up to Roy
White's, up on the hilL He was her brother. She'd go in there for her dinner, My oh my,
you talk about Greenspond. Sure Fred Stratton had a store down there. Fred and Millie
Stratton. And then John Saunders had a store. All in Pond Head.

Interviewer: Now was he related to Robert Saunders?

Malcolm White: Yes. He had a deformed back. Yes, He had what they called a hump
back. Now he was married. I don't know who the woman was. But he was married. He
did a good business there, by. And then she died and he married Emily Critchley" No,
hold on, Emily Coward.

IntelViewer: Now was Philip Hutchings United?

Malcolm White: Anglican. He was a real Englishman. When he be serving customers
he would have, all the front would be real white, I don't what you call it. l-fe was a real
Englishman.

Interviewer: Who were the richest people in Greenspond?

Malcolm White: I-Iutchings, I suppose, I don't know that.

IntelViewer: Did people live over on back. of the Island?

Malcolm White: Yes. English i-Iarbour. Well, the Burtons, Bobby Burton and Jesse
Burton and all that crowd.

I11terviewer: The Burtons up in Pond I-Iead today, that's where they came from? Who
do you remember?

Malcolm White: Well, Bobby BurtOfl. He's in his nineties. Uncle Jesse Burton used to
live over there and he'd never come over here. That's Bobby Burton's father. He claimed
he had a gold mine up on top of the Island. By the union pond there's some white rocks,
and in the spring of the year he used to take some of that white rock and come up to St.
John's and go to Ches Crosbie and see if it was gold. That white rock if you click it, strike
it together, a spark would come out of it. There's a big slab of it over on the Island, over
Jesse Burton's way. There were Burtons and Marshfields over there. I forgets them.
Kings, there were Kings over there. Jethro King. I forgets their names. And I-Iawkins.

A falla said to me there's nothing down to Greenspond~ But I said that there used
to be. Steamers, all kinds of stea,mers anchored in the Bight, in the harbour~ Big
schooners coming around. And stores, shops we used to call them, lots of them. Harry
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Wright, Robert Wright and Sons, yesw And Ralph run a tinsmith shopw That was right by
Jesse Bourne's storew Yesw Robert Wright and Sons and the sons were Ralph and Harry.
And then there was Sammy ButleL And the most that ever he could charge for putting a
bottom in a kettle was five centsw You'd say to him Mr. Butler, whatever you want donew
Perhaps the kettle was leaking or something and he'd say five cents, just what he could
get out, five centsw His store was there by the post office.

Interviewer: What else did he do?

Malcolm White: That's it, you'd make a living off that.

Interviewer: And the Wrights were tinsmiths too?

Malcolm White: Yes, and they had a business toow

Interviewer: There were two tinsmiths? You'd never think there was enough business
for twow

Malcolm White: Yesw But you must remember they came from everywhere to
Greenspondw t-Iere comes the mail boat, there used to be a mail boat 'from up around,
bringing the maiL And on the deck there'd be everything for repairsw There was nobody
else on the bay but Robert Wright and they had all kinds of equipment to do it There was
nobody else up around them islands, they were only fishingw

Interviewer: Was there a bank?

Malcolln White: Yes, tile Bank of Montreal down across 'from I-Iutchingsw And I went in
there one time and asked for five cents worth of tin tacksw

Interviewer: What did you think it was a store?

Malcolm Wllite: Yes.

Interviewer: You didn't know what a bank was?

Malcolm White: No.

Interviewer: So who worked there?

Malcolm White: I don't know.

Interviewer: When did it close, the bank?
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Malcolm White: I don't know that, that was way back~ I was only about four or five
years old. Somebody'd know.

Greenspond was the place, I tell you. All that went. Greenspond had a population
o~f say, 1500, in 1921 ~

I was going to tell you, see, my father was on the Furness Withy tug boat and he
used to come home one month in the spring and one month in the fall, preferably in
November. He come home in November~ So this November he came home and so
anyway, him and I went to church, the old church, went to United Church and when we
came out of church, I suppose, Uncle Fred, Uncle Fred lived up Pond Head then. Uncle
Fred White~ Well, there was a steamer coming in outside and she was blowing for her
pilot. Knowing the two pilots were going in the bay tomorrow morning, that's Monday
morningn~ the two pilots name of Ben Downer and Martin Meadus were going up the bay
for wood~ So this steamer out there was blowing for her pilot so Uncle Fred shouted out
to father and he said "What about we goes out 'for this boat?". Cause Uncle Fred had a
motor boat, see~ And father said yes, sure~ So, anyhow father went home and took off
the clothes he wore to church and tl1ey went out and they went aboard the steamer, she
was a big steamer~ She had 500 sacks of flour for Jesse Bourne~ The Sambro, that was
the name of it. Steamship, she was~ And when they went along by it, and they said are
you the pilots? Well, they got aboard and Uncle Fred was crippled, see~ So father got up
on the bridge where the captain was to. And he said, "Pilot, you knows all about where
you got to go~" Oh, yes, he said, I'm going to anchor you here~ You got stuff on for
Greenspond:' "Yes, we got this flour on for Greenspond~" So when he got her in far
enough to Middle Tickle, he let go the anchor~ It was an old NOlWegian ship. He let go
the anchor and said she was all right there tonight.

The next morning father had the job to take her down to Valleyfield. She was
going down to land some freight down Valleyfield. To Joe Davis..Joe Davis and Son's
wharf in Valleyfield~ So father went up and got Willis Meadus, he got a motor boat. He
sa.id, Willis by, I got a job for ya~ Ar1d we'll split the money~ Twenty-five dollars. Willis said
he'd go with him. So they went aboard t.he boat.

When they were aboard father said to himself, now they're all NOlWegians and I'm
going to take the wheel because I don't know Norwegian. So he told Willis to look after
his n10tor boat, tie her on to the steamer. Anyway he started her up and going through
Puffin Island tickle he had to stop her because she wasn't tight to the steamer. And
Jesse Bourne seeing this said "Fred, Willis got her ashore". Jesse Bourne was on the
wharf, see, and he could see Puf1in Island tickle. Uncle Fred said '" k.now he haven't got
her ashore for sure." Anyway, after he had the nlotorboat tied up he warlt down through
Puffin Island tickle, he took her himself. Now he said, "Captain, I'm going to take the
wheel, and I'm going to ta,ke her right to Valleyfield." So 116 took her on down, went on
down. He gave him the course going down. Anyway when he got down going into
Valleyfield to Joe Davis's premises, John Dominey was there in the Humerous, tied up to
the wharf. Well he got John Dominey to move her cause he got to get this big steamer in
and John Dominey only had a three mast schooner. So he got the steamer in and
finished about dinner time, unloaded.
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And so coming out he said, Captain, I'm going to give you the course, he said, for
Bonavist' Cape, you steers, he said, south east from the point off Greenspond. You steer
that and you'll go right across to Bonavist' Cape. And he said, Pilot, he said, you brought
me down one way and now, he said, you're taking me up another way, why? Well, now,
says father, don't you know? Because the next time you comes here you still got to get
another pilot. See, the captain didn't learn nothing by it. He give him the twenty-five
dollars and he wished him all the best and father did the same thing. He split it with Willis
Meadus.

I never went to school that afternoon and when he come home he said what
reason you're not gone to school today? First thing he said. I said I thought I'd stay home
to see the steamer. It was exciting to me.

Interviewer: What year was this?

Malcolm White: Oh, in twenties. Yes. Early twenties. Anyway he got his money.
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OLD LECTURE HALL, UNITED CI-IURCH, GREENSPOND [thanl<s to Ada Hawkins]

27



The Greenspond Letter, Vol. 2, No.2, April 1995

INTERIOR OF TI-IE UNITED CHURCI:-I, GREENSPOND
[Thanks to Shirley Blackwood Burry]

EXTERIOR OF TI-IE UNITED CHURCH, GREENSPOND
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THE FOLLOWING MAP OF SHIP ISLAND WAS DRAWN BY ALBERT PECKFORD
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