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FROM THE EDITOR:

Welcome to Volume Two of The Greenspond Letter_ Greenspond ·is an island
situated on the northwest side of Bonavista Bay, It was first settled over three hundred
years ago, in the late 16908, by people from the West Country of England"
predominantly Dorset, Devon, Hampshire, and Somerset Greenspond is one of the
oldest continuously inhabited outports in Newfoundland, According to British Coloniaf
Office records, Greenspond, in 1698, was inhabited by 13 men, women and children. By
1810, the population was 600 and by 1901 the population had risen to 1,726,
Greenspond was one of the major settlements in Newfoundland. It was an important
fishing, shipping and commercial centre and was called "The Capital of the North."

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an opportunity for people who are
interested in the rich history of Greenspond to communicate with each other in order to
share this history. There have been a number of requests for genealogical information.
In particular there was a request for the names on the headstones in the cemetery on
Newell's Island~ On a lovely summer day in July 1987 Ivy Tong and I rowed over to
Newell's Island, and I wrote down as much as I could decipher from the remaining
headstones. There were only eleven still standing. There was also a request for
information on the Batterton family. The only information I could find so far was in the
parish records of St~ Brendan1s which are held at the Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador. In addition to the Batterton family I also found information
in these records on the Kennedy family of Greenspond. The 1911 Census continues in
this issue.

The Provincial Archives of 'Newfoundland and Labrador houses the court records
for Newfoundland~ Greenspond was part of the Circuit Court of the Supreme Court. The
earliest records for Greenspond dates from 1827. Preliminary research into these
records provides a rich source for the names of people from Greenspond as well as
business firms located there. In this issue there is an excerpt from these records. The
jury lists especially provide a valuable genealogical source.
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A new book on sealing has been pUblished this fall by Breakwater Books. It is
entitled "The Ice Hunters": A History of Newfoundland Sealing to 1914 by Shannon
Ryanw It is an excellent book on the history of sealing in Newfoundland and has much
material on the role of Greenspond in this important industry. There are numerous
books which contain material on the history of Greenspond. Another such is
D,W,Johnson's History of Methodism in Eastern British America (Sackville, New
Brunswick: Tribune Printing Co., Ltd., c. 1925), A copy of this book is held in the Centre
for Newfoundland Studies at Memorial University of Newfoundland, A section of the
book which refers to the history of Methodism in Greenspond is reprinted here~ While on
the topic of Methodism, I am looking for a picture of the old United Church. I have read
a reference to the church being torn down in June 1965. However I have searched the
newspapers and cannot find a mention of it. Would a reader please let me know the
date the old United Church was torn down, A more recent essay about Greenspond can
be found in the latest issue (January) of The Downhomer~ It features Greenspond as
the "Community of the Month" and contains beautiful colour photographs.

The interview this month is more a conversation than an interview with Sam
Carter and Wilfred Carter of Ship Island. Both gentlemen are well versed in the history
of Greenspond and on my visits to the Island I often call upon them for jnformation~

(Sam Carter is my uncle, my mother's brother) The interview with them covers a
number of topics including Historic Properties of Greenspond.

The writing and publication of The Greenspond Letter would not be possible
without the aid of several people. I would like to thank my cousin, Ivy Tong, resident of
Ship Island (born at Port Nelson) for her continued assistance in all facets of
publication_ Also thanks to Cal Best (whose family hails from Wesleyville) for his
assistance and support. And I would like to thank Albert Johnson of Dale Noel
Publications for his endless patience in helping me master this new computer.

If you have any questions, comments or submissions, please write:

Linda \M1ite, editor
The Greenspond Letter
37 Liverpool Avenue
St. John's
Newfoundland, A1C 384
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The following is a list of the headstones on Newell's Island as of JUly 16 1989. if anyone
has more information to add to this list please write_ Was this cemetery Methodist or
Church of England?

1.

4.

In memory of
John G Carter

who died
March 20th 1902

Aged 16 and 1/2 years
Was cut down, All in my bloom

And took from troubles here
And now I hope my happy soul

In heaven doth appear.

We shall meet again
In loving memory of

William Carter
who died April 18, 1885

Aged 58 years
Until the day dawns

Also his wife Caroline Carter
Who died July 31, 1911

Aged 76 years

William Carter
Died Sept 8th, ?1915

Aged 1 year
[ 8 lines of verse]

In memory of
William
son of

George and ?Susanna
?Humphries
Born 1855

Died
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6.

7.

8.
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Sacred
to the Memory of

Susanna
wife of

George Humphries
who departed this life
May 25th, AD 1859

Aged 29 years
Remember how short thy time is

Lord, Help us every hour
Thy cleansing grace to

In life to glorify Thy power
in death to praise Thy name

John Burry
Departed this life

?March 25, AD 1860
Aged ?65 years

[verse]

IHS
In memory of

Kenneth McLea Carter
who died Sept, 11 th

1871

In memory
of

Margaret
beloved wife of

Arch Carmichael
died

August 1883
26 years ? months
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9.

10.

11.

The Greenspond Letter, Vol .. 2, No, 1, J.anuary 1996

To the memory of
James Carter

Departed this life
Oct 21 st 1863

[verse]
also

Walte'r David
son of

William and Mary Anne Carter
Died? 18??

In
Loving memory of

Mona
beloved daughter of

Saul & Frances
Burry

Died July 15, 1922
Aged 10 years &9 months

The golden gates were open wide
A gentle voice said come

And angels from the other side
.... u Loved one

Benjamin Durham
who departed this life

Oct 26, 1862
Aged 71 years
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Batterton and Kennedy

The parish registers for births, baptisms, deaths are held at the Provincial
Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador~ The Roman Catholic Parish Registers for
King's Cove, HMarriages to the Northward, 1815·", are photocopies of handwritten
records and are very difficult to read. It is possible to deoipher the word, Greenspond,
two or three times and the name, Hannah Kennedy,

The Roman Catholic Parish Register for St. Brendan's, St. Gabriel's Parish,
"Burials, 1918..1991" reveals the following information:

1. DIED APRIL 17, 1926, PHILIP BATTERTON OF GREENSPOND,
AGE 85, "DIE 20 MENSIS APRIL SEPUTTUM EST IN GREENSPONOu

DIED OF HEART FAILURE DURING THE NIGHT.
NO RITES. J.J. WALKER,

2~ DIED JANUARY 18, 1947 HANNAH KENNEDY OF GREENSPOND
, AGE 85 yeARS. BURIED JANUARY 20, 1947 IN GREENSPOND.

REV. F.R. TERRY. "SENILE DECAY"

The Roman Catholic Parish Register for St. Brendan's, St. Gabriel's Parish,
"Marriages, 1891-1990", contains the following:

1. DECEMBER 8,1904, JAMES BRAGG MARRIED LUCY KENNEDY.
WITNESS: JOHN KENNEDY AND HANNAH KENNEDY, GRE;ENSPOND,
J.J.WALKER.

The Roman Catholic Register for St. Brendan's, St. Gabriel's Parish, "Baptisms,
1891~1991n contains the following:

1. BORN MABEL OF JAMES BRAGG AND LUCY KENNEDY.
BAPTIZED JANUARY 18, 1921? GODPARENTS: DENIS HYNES AND
MARY HEAD.

2. BAPTIZED GRACE MARY BORN DECEMBER 12,1909 OF JAMES
BRAGG AND LUCY KENNEDY. §f FRANCIS HOGAN AND HANNAH
KENNEDY, GREENSPOND.

8



The Greenspond Letter, Vol~ 2, No" 1, January 1995

3. NOVEMBER 19, 1893 BAPTIZED RICHARD OF JOHN KENNEDY
AND MARY HEAD. §f. ROBERT WHELAN AND CATHERINE
HOWARD. G'REENSPOND.

4~ JUNE 23, 1897 BAPTIZED ELIZABETH ANNE OF JOHN KENNEDY
AND MARY HEAD. §f NICHOLAS HOWARD AND LUCY
KENNEDY~ GREENSPOND.

5. JUNE 27,1899 BAPTIZED THOMAS OF JOHN KENNEDY AND
MARY HEAD" §f MR. J"WHITE AND VERONICA WHELAN~

GREENSPOND~

6" JUNE 11, 1901 BAPTIZED LAWRENCE OF JOHN KENNEDY AND
MARY HEAD. §f BERNARD AND ELIZABETH WHELAN.
GREENSPOND.

7. NOVEMBER 7,1903 BAPTIZED NICHOLAS OF JOHN KENNEDY
AND MARY HEAD. §f PHILIP BATTERTON AND LUCY
KENNEDY. GREENSPOND.

8. JUNE 15, 1893 BAPTIZED THERESA OF JOHN MURPHY AND
ELIZABETH HOWARD~ §f. JOHN AND JOHANNAH KENNEDY.
GREENSPO~D.

9. ABRAHAM BRAGG BORN JULY 12,1912 TO JAMES BRAGG AND
LUCY KENNEDY. GREENSPOND.
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1911 CENSUS

NAME RELATION MARITAL BIRTH;
TO HEAD STATUS AGE
OF HOUSE

PLAce
OF
BIRTH

REL~

GRANTER,GEORGE head M July 1878 Greenspond C ofE
33 years

GRANTER,ELIZABETH wife M Jan 1885 Bay Roberts CofE
26 years

GRANTER,DINAH daughter S June 1910 Greenspond CofE
1 year

CHEATER,JOHN head M May 1855 Greenspond Meth
56 years

CHEATER,ELIZABETH wife M Aug 1861 Greenspond Math
50 years

CHEATER,ELI son S Sept 1888 Greenspond Math
23 years

CHEATER,JAMES son S Oct 1890 Greenspond Math
20 years

CHEATER,REGINALD son S Sept 1896 Greenspond Math
15 years

CHEATER,MARY head W July 1874 St. John's Meth
37 years

CHEATER,JOHN son S Feb 1895 Tilt Cove Math
16 years

CHEATER,CLARA daughter S July 1898 Greenspond Math
13 years

CHEATER,CHESLEY son S Sept 1903 Greenspond Meth
.8 years

CHEATER,JAMES adopted S Sept 1892 Tilt Cove Math
19 years

CHEATER.~··~ head M Oct 1853 Greenspond Math
57 years
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CHEATER,JANE wife M Jan 1855 Greenspond Meth
56 years

CHEATER,WALTER son S July 1892 Greenspond Math
19 years

CHEATER,~~~~ son S Feb 1897 Greenspond Meth
14 years

CHEATER,FRED son S Aug 1901 Greenspond Meth
10 years

WHITE,ROBERT head M Oct 1854 Greenspond Math
56 years

WHITE,ELIZABETH wife M May 1853 Greenspond Meth
58 years

BARROW,eDWARD head M Sept 1860 Greenspond CofE
51 years

BARROW,LUCY wife M May 1862 Greenspond CofE
49 years

BARROW,WlLLIAM son S July 1894 Greenspond CofE
12 years

BARROW,EDWARD head W Feb 1875 Greenspond CofE
?Edwin 36 years

BARROW,BENJAMIN son S Oct 1901 Greenspond CofE
9 years

BARROW, IDA daughter S Sept 1903 Greenspond CofE
8 years

BARROW~SOPHIA mother W March 1838 Greenspond CofE
73 years

BARROW,JOB head M Sept 1858 Greenspond Math
53 years

BARROWt SARAH wife M Jan 1862 Goose Bay Math
49 years

BARROW,LEWIS son S Oct 1887 Greenspond Math
23 years

BARROW,DANIEL son S Feb 1890 Greenspond Meth
21 years

BARROW,EMMA daughter S May 1896 Greenspond Math
15 years
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BARROW, FRANCES daughter S Aug 1898 Greenspond Meth
13 years

BARROW,MAY daughter S Dec 1899 Greenspond Math
11 years

BARROW,EDITH daughter S Feb 1902 Greenspond Math
9 years

DOWNER,CHARLES head M Dec 1880 Fogo CofE
30 years

DOWNER,SUSANNA wife M Sept 1883 Greenspond CofE
28 years

DOWNER,CECIL son S Aug 1905 Greenspond CofE
6 years

DOWNER,JOHN son S Jan 1907 Greenspond CofE
4 years

DOWNER,MAGGIE daughter S Sept 1909 Greenspond CofE
2 years

DOWNER,MARJORIE daughter S July 1911 Greenspond CofE
2 months

Doug White's I-Iouse, Down IIarbour
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History of Methodism in Eastern British America

by D.W. Johnson

Greenspond: The northern point of Bonavista Bay is Cape Freels. Beyond that
stretches the Straight Shore, sixty odd miles of roadless cliffs with scarce an indentation
save the suggestive Deadman's Bay. South of this Cape runs a long chain of islands
ending far to the south and off shore in Gooseberry. Th~ largest of the line is
Greenspond. The town of the same name built there was the centre for all the trade of
that district for many years. All the original settlers came from England and on the then
wooded islands near to the fisheries all the settlements were made. The chain of
Methodist appointments, from north to south, is Cape Island, Newtown, Templeman,
Pound Cove, Wesleyville, Brookfield, ValleyfieJd, Safe Harbour, Greenspond and
Shambier's Cove. These have been divided into three circuits ~ Greenspond (the
oldest), Wesleyville and Newtown. When Wesleyville became a circuit Greenspond was
able to give regular service to Shambler's Cove. The solid foundations of the Methodist
cause in the territory were laid by Todhunter, although before that there had been good
work done. These things happened in 1865.

Almost at once the first church was built. The second much larger church was
finished in Embree's last year on the circuit. The new parsonage was purchased in Wm,
Harris' pastorate. When Mr. Duffill was on the field the fine Sunday School and social
hall was erected and about 1895 the new school house. So that now there is a very fine
property SUffering mostly from want of occupants so many have moved away_ In the
early days of this field there was a great deal of intense personal work. Men like the
three Burton brothers, William, Stephen, George, with Malachi Meadus and others, went
from house to house exhorting their acquaintances and always closing the visit with a
prayer. Almost without a break every winter had seen the church opened for from four to
six weeks of special effort and often, especially in the terms of Matthews and
Broughton, there had been a gracious ingathering of those who had reached middle age
in addition to the hosts of new young people. It has been noted by good observers that,
especially among the fruits of those earlier days, there was very little loss. The
succession of local leaders runs as follows: Benjamin Burry, James Burry, Joseph
Butler, Job Wornell, Samuel Hoddinott, and Mr. Crummey_ Into the itinerant ranks have
gone Eli Manual, George Burry, Charles A. Whitemarsh, William Wornell, Garland
Burton, John Pitman, and Isaac Davis. Greenspond circuit now consists of the town of
the same name1 Loo Cove, Shambler's Cove, and Safe Harbour, all in a narrow
compass~

Practically, from the commencement of our work in Shambler's Cove, Arthur
Vivian has been the local leader. For many years too' the congregation there was
blessed by the presence of a very pious, wealthy, and generous captain by the name of
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Samuel Bragg, who died about 1920. Men who shipped with him for the fishery testify
that under aU circumstances he kept certain hours of devotion. Coming from his cabin
his face shone with an inward light. Never under any provocation was his voice raised in
anger, Almost like a Quaker he addressed every man including the members of his
crew as brother and all commands and requests were made to "Brother suoh an one"
no matter how wicked that person might be known to be, A middle aged woman tells
how her mother and herself once met him in Greenspond when the sea was very rough
and said "Surely you are not crossing to Shambler's Cove alone." "No" at once replied
the venerable old skipper, "Me and Father are going:'

The history of Methodism on the north side of Bonavista Bay could not be
faithfully written without giving much honour to Elizabeth Whitemarsh who was indeed a
nursing mother to the cause in its infancy_ The progress of Methodism in the
Greenspond region has been very marked. Sixty years ago, there were 30 members
with 26 on triaL Now, on the same ground, there are four or five separate missions,
spacious churches and parsonages and well on to a thousand members. Many gracious
revivals have occurred in this territory. Mr. Darby records such a season of blessing
during his term. (1897~1900)

Returning to the pastoral list, Todhunter was followed by Isaac Howie_ William
Dutton, who followed him, came from England and before Christmas he sickened and
died. Then came Soloman Matthews, "earnest evangelist and soul winnerH

J who
rendered splendid pioneer work for four years. He was followed by Jeremiah Embree,
who had a revival on every circuit. After this the mission had two men, Charles Myer
and Thomas Eland, followed by Joseph Lister and George Vater. In 1881, Mr. Matthews
returned. In the interval he had married Miss White of Greenspond. Rev. Hen·ry Lewis
married her sister, In 1874 Musgrave Harbour was detached; in 1883, Flat Island
mission was formed and in 1884, Wesleyville was detached.

After Mr. Matthews there came the following pastors: 1884, William Jennings;
1887, F.R. DUffill; 1889, J. Parkins; 1892, C. Lench; 1895, F,G, Willey; 1897, T.8_
Darby; 1900, John E. Peters; 1903, J-J. Durrant; 1907, James Pincock; 1910, Ezra
Broughton; 1914, E.e, French; 1917, J.C. Elliott; 1918, William Harris; 1922, George L,
Mercer.

In F_R. Duffill's pastorate (1887-1889), a new lecture hall was completed and
there was presented to it the pulpit of the old Gower Street Church, St. John's, of the
pre-1892 fire days, the only relic of that fine old church. In the pastorate of E.
Broughton (1910-1914) the church was enlarged, a tower and vestry added.

14
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CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SUPREME
COURT

GREENSPOND

1827

The records of the proceedings of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland, Travelling
Court) are held in the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador in Government
Documents GN5/2/B/1, The following is a transcript of the earliest known records of the
Court in Greenspond:

6th October 1827

At five o'clock this day his Lordship the Honourable Judge DesBarres took his
seat upon the Bench when the Proclamation of his Excellency the Governor dated the
6th August 1827 was read and the Court opened with the usual formalities.

By the Court
?John Stark
Clerk Northern Circuit Court

Circuit Court, Greenspond

8th October 1827

Immediately after the Court was opened this day the Rules and Orders of the
Circuit Courts were read.

John Sleet Mary Sleat.ang Susan t;lIiott

versus

William Qolem§n ang William lBrpd~n

15
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Action to recover £147.2.2 balance of an account. M.C. Simms appears for the
Plaintiff. Defendants in person.

Thomas Barber, Foreman
George AUen
John Lush
George Elliott
John Harding
Nathaniel Wright

David Burry
George Burry
Thomas Stratten, Junior
Thomas Stratten, Senior
James Oldford
Edmund Stratten

The following witness examined for the Plaintiff. Thomas Smith sworn, The Defendants
admit receipt of articles from Plaintiffs to the amount of £147,2.2 but plead a set off and
call the following witnesses, Sworn and examined Samuel Callaway - John Morrissey""
John Ridout and George Frampton,

The jury retired for a short time and brought in a verdict for the Plaintiff, Eighty
nine pounds twelve shillings and two pence judgement accordingly.

By the Court
?John Stark
Clerk Northern Circuit Coutt

Circuit Court, Greenspond

9th .October 1827

John Brine and N§thaniel Smith

versus

John Bingley Garland and George Garland

Action to recover £10.0.0 compensation for Damages sustained by Plaintiffs at their
salmon fishing at Shalloway Cove in the summer of 1827 by the acts of the Defendants
their Agents and Servants~

The Defendants plead the General Issue
Nathaniel Smith for Plaintiffs. W. Charles Simms for Defendants.
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John Bourne, Foreman
John Newton
William Hand
Richard Kennedy
John Burry
John Parker

John Lee
William Barnes
Joseph Hutchings
John Green
James Gillingham
John Spurrell

For the Plaintiffs the following witnesses sworn and examined William Hiscock.,. Robert
Bellows and George Lane~ For the Defendants John Thorne Oakly and George Lane.
The jury retired for a short time and brought in a verdict for the Plaintiffs seven pounds
currency judgement accordingly.

By the Court
?John Stark
Clerk Northern Circuit Court

Stanford·s House
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"THE ICE HUNTERS": A HISTORY OF NEWFOUNDLAND SEALING TO 1914

BY SHANNON RYAN

This new book by Shannon Ryan, Professor of History, at Memorial University of
Newfoundland, is an excellent history of the sealing industry in Newfoundland, The
demand for oil in the industrial world before the harnessing of petroleum and electricity
had a tremendous effect on many underdeveloped countries and the production of train
oil (seal oil) was an important part of this industry, Drw Ryan examines the effect of the
seal fishery from the late 18th century to the early 20th century. In addition there are
several appendices which contain a wealth of information such as lists of sealing fteets
according to name of ship, captain,tonnage and suppliers. There is a list of the
Newfoundland Sealing Steamers, 1863...1914, wood and steel, class and tonnage. And
of course, in a history on sealing there are several mentions of Greenspond, For
example, on page 493 there is a list of the Newfoundland Sealing Fleet, 1869, This list
is then subdivided and includes the heading Greenspond which is presented below. If
anyone is interested in purchasing this book ($29.95), you can write to:

Breakwater Books
100 Water Street
P,o, Box 2188
St. John's,
Newfoundland, A1C 6E6

GREENSPOND SEALING FLEET, 1869

Packet Osborne 119
Selah Hutton Batterton 89
Hebe Blandford 121
Renfrew Blandford 124
Billow Winsor 90
Brothers Barbour 134
Oban Windsor 129
Argo Easton 114
Fanny Smallwood Carter 45

VESSEL CAPTAIN TONS

18

MEN

50
39
65
65
50
65
65
55
20

SUPPLIER

Brooking &Company
Brooking & Company
J&W Stewart
J&W Stewart
J&W Stewart
J&W Stewart
J&W Stewart
Ridley &Sons
Ridley & Sons
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Queen Ham 48
Barbara Kean 162
Success Kean 128
Clara Jane Haines 68
Good Intent Turner 60
Kingfisher Cashin 51
Stella Knee 126
Glenara Samsburg 126
Kitty Clyda Davis 129
United Brothers White 136
Ellen Burton 57

25
70
65
29
23
20
57
57
60
50
21

Ridley &Sons
Baine, In.
Baine, In.
Baine, In.
Baine, Jn~

Baine, In.
Bowring
P. Rogerson
P. Rogerson
Punton & Munn
W. Burton

Kirby's House, Smith's Gulch
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IN CONVERSATION WITH SAM CARTER AND WILFRED CARTER

During the past year Ivy Tong photographed a number of houses in Greenspond
as part of the Historic Properties of Greenspond project of The Greenspond Letter~ In a
conversation with Sam Carter and Wilfred Carter in Sam's kitchen in his house on Ship
Island on October 8, 1994, I showed these photographs to them in order to get a history
of the houses. This conversation led to other topics. Here follows a conversation on a
variety of topics from "poverty paint" to "the songs of Billy Barrow"" Both Sam and
Wilfred have wonderful memories and their stories will bring back memories for many
people. Sam is the son of Edward Carter and Gertrude (Burry) Carter, Wilfred is the
son of Robert Carter and Minnie (Osmond) Carter. Wilfred is married to Susie
(Hoddinott) Carter and they too live on Ship Island.

Interviewer: Tell me about these houses. This one here is the Kirby house. Who
lived in that first? Was it the Cutlers?

Sam Carter: The Granters lived there first. Neddy and Jane Granter lived there and it
was their daughter, Sadie, who married Robert Cutler and it became known as Cutler's
House. It's on the road, faces the road. It's what they call Soup Lane.

Yes. That's what it says in the phone book. "Bob Crocker, Soup Lane."

Interviewer: Where did that come from?

Sam Carter: I don't know. The first time I ever heard that was when your mother died.
I had a card from Mrs. Kirby. She said that she never had a chance to see me when
she was down last year. Not the same she said since "we moved up in Soup Lanetl

•

Wilfred Carter: I never heard of it 'till I see it in the phone book.

Sam Carter: Yes1 it's in the phone book. All down there, they used to call that Smith·s
Gulch. '

Wilfred Carter: Yes, Smith's Gulch. That's what we still calls it.

Interviewer: Neddy and Jane Granter lived there and their daughter, Sadie, married
Bob Cutler and they lived there. Who lived there after that?

Sam Carter: The Kirbys.

20
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Interviewer: Ivy and I were in there one day and Stella showed uS these lovely hooked
mats. They were Sadie's, I think,

Sam Carter: Oh yes, that was Sadie's~

Interviewer: There was a lovely front door, They said they brought it over from
Newell's Island, It had coloured glass in the window, you know, all along the edge,

Sam Carter: I don't know. Not Ship Island, is it?

Interviewer: I thought she said Newell's Island.

Sam Carter: That could be, that could very well be. Could be someone took that house
over and they bought the door~

Wilfred Carter: How about Harry Burry's house? They had coloured glass in their front
door.

Sam Carter: Like the one in our house. Our door got coloured glass. I was wondering if
it come from Henry Hunt's house. That was a big house and he had one of them big
coloured doors. Perhaps, though, it came from Newell's Island.

Interviewer: Can you remember Neddy and Jane Carter? When did they live there?

Sam Carter: I don't know when they went there but he lived over here first, Neddy
Granter did, down in that house, Wheelers, Bob Crocker lived in there afterwards. Uncle
Mosey Hoskins~ Yes. I suppose it was in the 20s when Neddy Granter went up there to
live.

Interviewer: And the Kirby house was there then?

Sam Carter: Oh my, yes.

Wilfred Carter: I suppose that's the oldest house in the harbour.

Sam Carter: I suppose old Granter or someone owned it. Stella told me the other year
that it was a hundred and forty when they bought it, a hundred and forty or forty one.
And thatts several years now. Must be eight or ten year now since they bought it. If it's
not the oldest it is one of the oldest.

Interviewer: Now how about Pash Stanford's house? Who had that one first?
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Sam Carter: Bill White.

Interviewer: Did he build that?

Sam Carter: I don't know, maid. I suppose he had it built. I suppose the Whites had it
built there.

Interviewer: \M10 were they? Did the Stanfords buy it from them?

Sam Carter: No. No. Clark lived in it. The man that run Baird's business over there. He
died there, He run the business here for James Baird Limited.

Wilfred Carter: Where was he from?

Sam Carter: From Bay Roberts, Yes, he died over there. And then Richards, Constable
Richards lived there. And then Stanfords.

Interviewer: So he came over here and run the business for Baird's. Was he married?

Sam Carter: Yes. He had a wife. But they had a girl live with them. Marjorie Rowe. I
think she was somehow related to Mrs. Clark. But she was not the daughter, no~

Interviewer: Where did she come from?

Sam Carter: Well up there somewhere. She was a young woman when they went
away, left here. She was a lot older that what I was, I know that. Yes.

Interviewer: And then the Constable?

Sam Carter: Constaple Richards.

Interviewer: Somebody was telling me about working with him.

Sam Carter: I know who was with him. Annie Mullett. She come from Wesleyville. She
died there this spring. She was what they called "in service".

Interviewer: And after Richards?
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Sam Carter: Stanfords.Herb Stanford bought it. Herb and Pash lived there. Herbie's
daughter, Mildred, owns it now, I guess. Mildred's -mother wasn't PashA What was her
name? I don't know. She was Markie Parsons sister, I know. What was her name, Mary
or Clara? I don't know,

Interviewer: Ivy was telling me that someone out in Corner Brook was telling her about
npoverty paint". Have you ever heard of that?

Sam Carter: Yes, yes, That was Pearce Carter that told Ivy about that, Yes, used to go
up on the Island and get the poverty paint, Yes, remember that, I suppose I can. It was
clay, see, It was soft clay. You go up, you go up there towards the United cemetery and
you turn off there to the right, near Meadus's garden there. And you dig down there and
the clay was two or three colours. -One kind was kinda grey and the other was like buff.
And you mix it up with cod oil. People put it on their stores~ I suppose they put it on their
houses and everything.

Wilfred Carter: I remember being up there and father getting some. I don't know what
they ever done with it.

Sam Carter: I think they put it on old stores. Some fellas put it on their houses and
everything.

Wilfred Carter: Yes. It was all right until it rained.

Interviewer: VVhat a statel

Sam Carter: Yes, and the smell too. Cod oiL That's what it was. It was like pug. Some
people used to call it pug paint but more called it poverty paint, Yes, and that was right
in the poverty days, too. Right in the early 30s.

Wilfred Carter: Yes. How many times did I see that? Poverty paint

Sam Carter: That's what it was. There was different colours. Sometimes YOU'd strike a
vein and it was like it was dark grey and then by and by you·d dig away and the next
vein was like buff, what they called buff, dory buff. You mix it up with cod oil.

Wilfred Carter: I don't remember right where it was.
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Sam Carter: No. I can't go up and say that this was where it was to. I knows that I was
up there one time. You went up around Wheelers, that way. And then up around Gus
Briffetts, what they call Gus Briffett's spring and then turn across towards your right. Go
across towards Meadus's gardens, there.

Wilfred Carter: I suppose it's all growed over now.

Sam Carter: All growed over now, yes. That was fifty, sixty year ago now.

Wilfred Carter: I can remember being up there with father. I wasn't very old. I can just
remember.

Sam Carter: I know it was right in the Depression times.

Interviewer: You can't remember your father using it?

Sam Carter: No, no. I can't remember father using it, That's what they'd do with the
houses years ago. They'd lime them. Some people used to call it white wash but it was
lime. And then they'd mix up ochre and oil to go on the facings. Yes. Red ochre and oil,
cod oil.

Interviewer: Is that what's on the stores? The red stores?

Sam Carter: Yes, ochre and oiL I suppose you can't buy ochre now. No, I don't think.

Interviewer: Where did they buy ochre then? From the stores?

Sam Carter: Yes1 buy it loose. You could buy it by the pound.

Wilfred Carter: You got some there in the store now, haven't you?

Sam Carter: I believe there's a little bit there. Yes, I gave you a bit there last year, To
put in the chalk line. Red ochre, that's what the Indians used to use. There was yellow
ochre too. Some fellas had their punts done with that. Yellow ochre. It would come off,
yes. That's what they did years ago, tar them on the bottom and put red ochre up to the
risings.

Wilfred Carter: And you'd put ochre on your sails too. Father used to put oil and ochre
on his sails, yes.
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Sam Carter: And a little bit of pickle and salt. They'd shine then. No matter how hard it
rained the sails would be just as dry, Never get wet, No,

Interviewer: They'd put the ochre and oil right on the canvas.

Wilfred Carter: Flower sacks,

Interviewer: You never had real cahvas?

Sam Carter: No, not for punt sails, No. Flower sacks. Sew them all together.

Interviewer: \M1o'd do that work? Grandfather?

Sam Carter: No~ mother used to do it,

Wilfred Carter: I made one for my boat. 1believe there was nine square yards. I sewed
it all together with my own sewing machine. Yes, I believe a flower sack was a square
yard.

Sam Carter: Yes, I suppose it was, Wilfred. It was square I know. Some people would
mix it up. Ochre and oil and pickle. You'd put it on with a brush. Spread it out on a rock
and put it on with a ,brush. And let it dry.

Wilfred Carter: Yes I remember that old black punt with the main sail coated red.

Interviewer: The sails would be red and the boat black. That must have looked some
pretty, though.

Sam Carter: The red ochre only came up to the risings. If you had a bit of paint you'd
put it on top of that.

Interviewer: You wouldn't get in that with your good clothes on.

Sam Carter: You'd burn it off first. You'd make a torch out of birch rind. Light the torch
and go over the punt and burn it off. That was the first coat. You'd get a stick and split it.
Then you'd get a lot of birch rind and fold it up and put in there and nip it in the stick.
Then you turn the punt bottom up, light the rind and go over it, all over the seams, and
the tar would heat up and run in tl1e seams. That was her first coat. Then later on you'd
give her another coat In April or March, that's what they'd do with it.

Now for a fence, then, everybody had a picket fence. Nobody had pailings then.
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Interviewer: What's the difference between a picket fence and pailings?

Sam Carter: Well, pailings is flat board. A pioket is like a rod, like a small tree, Well it
was as big around as a small cup, some of them down to the butt It would get smaller
as it go up, There was no money to get nails, So you'd get old telegraph wire and cut it
off, about two inches long or three inches, and nail on the fences with the wire~

Wilfred Carter: So you don't have to wonder why our generation can do anything.

Sam Carter: When we came down here in this house this house wasn't fenced, So next
year father got the stuff and Charlie and Lockyer ,n father put up the poles and Charlie
and Lockyer put up the pickets, That was in 1934 or 1935. That was in 1935, You might
be able to scrape a few cents and got the nails but that was not the point. You'd want
that for something else. That was the going on then. Yes.

Inte·rviewer: Did you always live in your house, Wilfred?

Wilfred Carter: All me life. I was born there"

Sam Carter: There was lots of contrivances then for saving, Well it was not saving
cause you didn't have it to save. Well, thatts like getting thing's to eat. If the old people
they had herring, and you go over touch the butter, they'd give you a crack across the
head..Butter and herring. No, there was enough grease in herring. If you had hard bread
or soft bread or potatoes or what you'd dare not touch that, That's the same with raisin
bread. You dare not put butter on raisin bread. No, sir. And something else. The last
one I did see do it, before she died, and that was Aunt Bertha, Violet's [Knee] mother.
The old women would sit down with their big apron on, big white apron, cause she had
aprons big as that table. And put the plate on the table and take the bun of bread in their
lap, what they calls their lap. They'd butter the slice on the bun and scrape it off, and
then cut off the slice of bread. The last one I see do that was Aunt Bertha, Only a few
years before she went away~ that's what they all used to do then.

WUfred Carter: Yes, butter and scrape,

Sam Carter: Cause, you see, if everyone was digging into the butter, it would be gone.
It was butter then too, not margarine"

Wilfred Carter: If you ever hears of butter and scrape that's what it is. That's the same
with jam.
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Sam Carter: No, dare not butter on your bread if you had jam, no. That was a waste,
see~ That was it, see, that's how people had to do it. If they had no baking soda or
baking powder, they'd take the wood ashes out of the stove and make lye and make
dumplings out of Iyew

Wilfred Carter: Ves, it worked but it was a bit green~

Sam Carter: They was green looking but they'd riseR Yes, ashes is all lye, They's steep
it out, they'd put it in hot water,

Wilfred Carter: I've seen it done but I don't know how they'd do it, I know I've eat the
duff that it was made of, It had to be wood ashes, the fine stuff, not the cinders. The first
time I ever seen that done was up the bay, Arthur Burry, Artie Burry, you know. We was
up there a week, rainy weather and got out of food, and the only thing we had left was
sugar, no baking powder, a bit of flour, and what else, something else, And Sunday
morning Arthur got out and got the bit of flour and took the ashes out of the stove and
made up the duff. That's what we had, They was a bit green, But they was good,

Sam Carter: I heard father say they used to be up the bay with Uncle Bob. He used to
go up when he was a boy, He was up in September and he was up there one time and
they only had flour and he said boys that's all right you got the flour, He got the ashes
and he made the duff, Yes, the last one I ever see do that was Aunt Bertha, butter and
scrape, With the big apron on and the plate on the table and the bun in her lap and the
butter there, Put it on and scrape it off and scrape it off and then cut off the slice and put
on the plate.

That with a naggin of goat's milk.

Interviewer: Naggin? What's anaggin?

Sam Carter: Half a pint.

Interviewer: Where did that come from?

Sam Carter: English, I suppose, English measurement, I suppose.

WI,lfred Carter: That's the way you used to buy milk, a naggin of milk~

Sam Carter: We'd go down and ask Sophie Hoskins. We used to have goats. But
sometimes we'd have to go down ask Sophie Hoskins for milk. Two cents.

Interviewer: What's goat milk like?
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Sam Carter: The best. Better than cow's milk,

Wilfred Carter: It was blue,

Sam Carter: Blue~looking, Richer than cow's milk

W'ilfred Carter: Lots of times I used to go over the shop for Aunt Sophie Hoskins or go
over and get a turn of water, She give me a glass of goat's milk, Yes, You wouldn't get
neither cent_ No,

Sam Carter: Mother used to make custard, and mange, or whatever she used to call it,

Interviewer: Yes, blancmange that's what they call it,

Sam Carter: With a few prunes, Prunes and custard,

Interviewer: Yes, the English always eat that, prunes and custard,

Wilfred Carter: There was some smell in that prune box,

Sam Carter: Yes, them white boxes.

Interviewer: You'd get a box of prunes?

Sam Carter: Yes, twenty-five pounds. Only a dollar twenty, sure. $1.20 for twenty~five
pounds.

Interviewer: You wouldn't get a package now.

Sam Carter: No. I had one last year. It was about two dollars,

Interviewer: Where did they get this? Would they order it?

Sam Carter: No, they1d get it in St. John1s. On schooners. You see, prunes used to go
by numbers. The big ones would be a few cents darer, you know. The 80-90s, that was
the small ones, the 50~60s and the 40...50s that was the big ones they were 15 or 20
cents more on a box. Apples sure, they used to retail them out over here for a cent
each, in the stores. the two cents were as big as grapefruit. But, see, you never had two
cents.
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Wilfred Carter: You talk about now, I remember when you'd go to school, say you had
a apple, well you wouldn't have a apple every day, but say you had a apple, well there
would be somebody chasing you around for to get the stump, Yes, that's a fact,

Sam Carter: Yes that's right, There wouldn't be much left, Hard bread. That's what
you'd have, you'd nibble on that all day,

Wilfred Carter: Yes, a good bit of that would come in from the ice, (Sealers would
return home with hard bread that they had while out to the seal hunt)

Sam Carter: Yes, when they come in from the ice they'd always have hard bread,

Wilfred Carter: Yes, you could still smell the seal grease off of it.

Sam Carter: Yes, you'd smell it, When they go on the ice they'd have their knap sacks
packed, full of hard bread and raisins one old stuff and another. And now when they
come aboard, if they never eat it, they'd put it in their box what they had with them. You
know now what that was like~

And you know something else people use to do? They used to have pea soup
Saturday and that's when they'd bring out the dust bread, the small bread, and put it on
the table. There was no such thing as bowls, you had a big soup plate.

Interviewer: And whatls dust bread?

Sam Carter: It was small bread. When they'd get down the bottom of the bag, all the
small stuff be down there, about the size of your thumb. Hard bread, what they called
dust. It would be in brin bags. See that·s what they'd use then for hooking mats. Brin
bags. What they called half bags was fifty pounds, Hundred pounds was a full bag, that
was for a big mat,
That was good brin, what they called close brin. The brin that was in potato sacks and
cabbage sacks was what they called open brin, it was loose.

Interviewer: Do you have any mats left? All gone? I have that one Mom made with your
name in it

Sam Carter: We used to have two of them frames for hooking mats~ I don't what
happened to them.
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Wilfred Carter: We had one that was hooked for Arthur Monroe, Lizzie Hoskins hooked
it. Oh, it would have covered this kitchen. VVhen I was up in Burin Arthur Monroe told me
money couldn't buy that one now. They had still had it. I don't know now if it's still on the
floor or if they got it hung up on the wall. They told me they still had that onep They used
to send down the rags to make rags. It was all new material that went into it. And the
pattern that was in it was an Eskimo on a sled or a komatik. oh it was beautiful.

Interviewer: Do you have any mats now, Wilfred?

Wilfred Carter: No, they're a1l gone, sorry to say.

Sam Carter: See, you didn't value that back then. That was a big thing then in the
spring of the year, hooking mats.

Interviewer: Did just the women do it? Did the men hook mats?

Sam Carter: Well, I tell you what the men did. They cut up the mat rags. Yes, they cut it
up in strips. Old coats, dresses, old clothes. It depended on what pattern they were
hooking. And they would ravel out brin. Some people would bark it. Bark brin.

Interviewer: What would that be?

Sam Carter: Well, they would ravel out the brin bag and hook that in. They used to
have then what they called magenta dye. Blood red. They bought it in the stores, two
cents for a pack of dye. They'd boil that on the stoves in two or three iron pot.

See, people would go in the house then and help one another. Perhaps two or
three women together. That's the song Billy Barrow made up. About the time that
Freddie Green's wife, Mary Ann. She used to live with the Dowdens and she wasn't
married then and Aunt Rennie Pond who lived· on the hill, that was her aunt and they
used to go down there hooking mats. Neddy Dowden would be away. That was in the
song:

No strange news in here afloat
And no one dressing up the goat
No mats on frame in this man's land;
and no one helping Mary Ann;

Neddy Dowden had goats and at Christmas Barrow and they went down one night and
got the goats and dressed them up and got the clothes off the line and then put them in
the porch and let them in the house. They all went into the house. And that's what was
in the song. "No strange news in here afloat" that means in Grand Falls and "No one
dressing up the goats"

30



The Greenspond Letter, Vol~ 2, No.1, January 1995

Interviewer: Can you remember that?

Wilfred Carter: Oh yes, yes" That wasn't the same song as when Aunt Leah had the
new hat" Was that the same song?

Sam Carter: Yes, that was the same song. "It's Rennie this and Rennie that; And
Rennie how you like my hat? Oh Leah I think it's swell; you'll wear it to Gus Briffitt's
wellII

Interviewer: VVho made up the songs? VVhere would they recite them?

Wilfred Carter: They are all over in the school now. Mike Bragg that's who typed them
all off. I don't know if they are all there now but they were over in the new schooL

Sam Carter: Do you know that song? It's in the book by Jack Feltham, Bonavista Bay
Revisited. It goes:

It was just before the first of March
That an outcry came from Downer,
'Oh come on Gussie, come on quick
My cow she's in the cellar.'

Four men were pulling on her tail
Eg Hoddinott and Gus Carter
And I myself was on the line
With my good friend, Alfred Butler.

Soon Downer, he was heard to say
Those frosty spuds will kill her
Don't let her slew, boys, for God's sake
Or she'll jam across the cellar.

To get beneath that animal
It made us all to shudder,
A risky business boy it was
He bumped into her udder.

We pulled a little on her tail
Then hauled a little stronger
The cow, she backed out through the door,
But her tail was inches longer.
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Success is due to our cow...boy,
On cows he is a stunner,
If you see him in charge of a cattle ship
He'll have a bull for scunner.

Wilfred Carter: See that was your television in those days, That was your
entertainment

Sam Carter: Yes, You had no television. You had no radio~ People had to make their
own sport,

Wilfred Carter: That's the reason they say the good old days, There was lots of fun,

Sam Carter: That's right, Wilfred .. Everyone seemed to be happy,

Wilfred Carter: There was lots of jokes played.

Sam Carter: Yes, Everyone was on the go. The churches and lodges. Most people
went because there was somewhere to go, There was some people who had,a meeting
every night for the week. Monday right to Friday. See in those days regardless what the
night was like you'd be out. Especially in the spring when the ships were out to the ice,
out to the seal fishery. That was the only way you'd get the news then. That was first
when the radios came here. Jesse Boorne had one up there and George King and
David Burry had one up Pond Head. They had radios with wet cell batteries. About ten­
thirty or eleven o'clock in the night they'd get the sealing news and they'd mark it down
and come out and tell the people. Boornes had it in their shop window on a big
blackboard. What every ship had, what they had killed and what they had aboard.

Wilfred Carter: And you'd go over the post office and the book was there and you could
go in and read the news every day. Public news.

Sam Carter: It didn't make no difference how cold it was or how rough, anyone who had
someone out to the seal fishery they would go over there and find out what they done
that day~ what seals they caught.

Wilfred Carter: Usually the news was that the ships were jammed. Usually jammed five
or six miles from a large patch of seals. "All crews on board and well", That was usually
on the tail end of it,

Sam Carter: Yes, that's what they said: nAil crews on board and well".
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