
THE GREENSPOND LETTER
Volume 3, Number 1 January 1996

Skating on Greenspond Harbour
PhotograplJ courtesy of tlJe Centre for
Newfoundland Studies Archives, Memorial
University of Newfoundland

In This Issue
A History of Greenspond
At Home With Elsie Phillipps
Greenspond's Neighbours:
Pinchard's Island

Sealing List for the Year 1880
Correspondence of John
Sainsbury

Lots of Photos{



THE GREENSPOND LETTER

Table of Contents

Letter from the Editor 2
History of Greenspond by Ralph Wright 4
18th Century Greenspond 13
Greenspond Neighbours: Pinchard's Island 14
Sealing List for 1880 16
Correspondence of John Sainsbury, 1903 and 1923 , 18
Names of Schooners that went to the Labrador Fishery , 20
At Home With Elsie Phillipps 21

The Greenspond Letter - a journal of the history of Greenspond through
poetry, prose, photographs, and interviews.

Greenspond is an island situated ·on the northwest side of Bonavista Bay.
It was first settled over three centuries ago in the late 1690s, by people from the
West Coqntry of England. Greenspond is one of the oldest continuously inhab­
ited outports in Newfoundland. In 1698 Greenspond was inhabited by 13 men,
women and children. By 1810, the population was 600 and by 1901 the popula­
tion had risen to 1,726. Greenspond was one of the major settlements in New­
foundland. It was an important fishing, shipping and commercial centre and
was called "The Capital of the North".

The Greenspond Letter is published four times a year in January, April,
July and October. Subscription rates are $20.00 per year. Please address all cor­
respondence to:

Linda White
37 Liverpool Avenue
St. John~s, Newfoundland
Canada
Ale 3B4
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2 THE GREENSPOND LETTER

Letter from the· editor
Welcome to the January issue of The Greenspond Letter.

As you can see there is a new format for this issue, Weldon
Bonnell, a student at Memorial University of Newfoundland,
conceived and designed this new layout, In addition, the pho­
tographs that appear in this issue were scanned on to a com­
puter disc in order to improve the quality of reproduction and
to serve as a means of preserving them, I would like to thank
Weldon for his continued interest and assistance in the publi­
cation of The Greenspond Letter,

The first article in this issue is a history of Greenspond
that was written by Ralph and Blanche Wright in November
1963 and titled The History of Greenspond, Carl Wright, the
son of Harry and Wilhemina Wright, and the nephew of Ralph
Wright, kindly lent me the photographs of Ralph and Blanche,
Blanche was, I believe, a Currie from Trinity Bay, who married
a James Burry from Glovertown. After James 'died she married
Ralph Wright. Other photographs have been placed through­
out the article to complement their story.

Lockyer Carter, formerly of Ship Island and now living in
Halifax, sent in a list of schooners and their captains that
went to the Labrador fishery, These are some of the ships that
Loclcyer remembers. Thanlc you very much Loclqrer. I would
1ilce to encourage Lockyer, and anyone else who would lilce to,
to send in any recollections they have of Greenspond.

In October 6, 1759, Richard Edwards, Governor of New­
foundland, forwarded a document to the Colonial office in
London, England. The document describes the property in
Greenspond awarded to William Keen of Teignmouth, Devon,
Etlgland.

A new item in this, issue is Greenspond's Neighbours. The
neighbour featured this titne is Pil1chard's Island. Although
this is a short article I hope ill future issues to have more de-'
tailed essays 011 other communities. If there are any requests
for il1formation on a particular community please forward
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them to me, I hope to research Newtown for the next issue, I
am always looking for photographs, If you have any photo­
graphs that you would like to see featured in The Greenspond
Letter please send them to me and I will copy it and return it
to you right away. I would especially like photos of old houses
and other buildings that have been torn down. I am also
working on a data base of Greenspond names and families so
that I can assist people in researching the genealogy of their
families, So any family trees and photographs would be appre­
ciated,

I continue to receive correspondence from readers as well
as new subscriptions, Mary Davis from Greenspond who now
lives in St. John's recently subscribed. Mary is the daughter of
Henry and Emma Stratton.

The Greenspond Come Home Year Committee are con­
tinuing with their plans for 1997. They now have t-shirts,
sweat shirts and baseball caps on sale. Each item carries the
Greenspond Come Home Year logo in bright colours of red
and green. If you have not received any information on the
Come Home Year activities or have any names and addresses
of Greenspond people please send them to the Come Home
Year Committee, P.O, Box 100, Greenspond, AOG 2NO.

The interview in this issue is with Elsie Phillipps. Elsie is
the daughter of Captain Frank Green and Mary Green and is
married to Fred Phillipps. Fred and Elsie live in St. John's. I
would lil{e to thank: them for their warm hospitality when I
visited their home in early January and to thanl{ Elsie for her
wonderful recollections of life in Greenspond,

As usual there are many people to thank for their assist­
ance ill various ways ill the production of this journal, Dave
Bradley who worl{s at the Maritime l-1istory Archive, Memorial
Ulliversity, COlltinues to contribute material about Greellspond
as he discovers it in the archives, I must also thanl{ Pearl Dyl{e
and Edith Burry for their continued support through the dis­
tribution of The Greenspond Letter in their stores. Alld The
Greenspond Letter would never be distributed without the
continued assistance of my cousin, Ivy White,

Come Home Year
Committee
P.O. Box 100
Greenspond
AOG 2NO.
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4 THE GREENSPOND LETTER

History of Greenspond by
Ralph and Blanche Wright

lWould any reader
know about this
gold coin and where
it is now?

1963
The name Greenspond is named after the first settlers of

Green and Pond, It was in the sixteen hundreds that the
French and English began coming here for fishing during the
summer months, They would go to Bonavista for the winter
and return here again in the summer and as the years passed
the fishermen began settling here and building homes, instead
of moving their families in winter, Trade began to increase, In
1703 Greenspond had six fishing boats manned by 40 men, In
1862 nine British vessels cleared from Greenspond and from
all countries there was entered here fourteen vessels, all with
cargo and only one in ballast, In 1813 Dr, John Edgar of the
Royal Navy was sent here as Magistrate, Early Greenspond
had a Scrivener, Constable, Justice of the Peace, and Magis­
trate, There was a court house and gaol and prisoners were
brought here from all parts of Bonavista north for trial and
imprisonment, The prison uniform at that time here was can­
vas pants with one white leg and one black, The story goes
that one prisoner being set the task of white washing the
fence surrounding the prison did not lilce the idea of passers
by talting notice of his conspicuous prison garb and so he
whitewashed the blaclc leg to correspond with the white one,

Just before the middle of the last century Greenspond had
a temporary but important direct foreign trade with Spain,
The Captains of these ships nearly always brought Spanish
gold to pay for their cargo, In 1862 five vessels cleared for
Spain with cargo, one year later fourteen arrived at
Greenspond from Spail1, Some years ago when the old Romal1
Catholic Chapel here was being torn down an old Spanish
coin was found between the first and second flooring -- no
doubt dropped there by a Spaniard while attending service1 ,
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In the early days many Irish Catholics settled here and it was
they who had the Chapel erected. I cannot say if there is any
record of the year in which the first Anglican Church was built
here but the second one, llamely St. Stephen's, celebrated its
106th Anniversary in 1962. I have no record of the first Meth­
odist Church but in 1873 the second was built and is still in
use. As far bacic as 1794 the first Methodist class was formed
up Ul1til there was a church built here, Ministers visited here
alld held services ill the hOlne. Several years later saw the
cOlnil1g of the Salvation Army, They built a citadel alld officers
residence. At the tilne of the building of tIle Anglican and
Methodist churches there were 110 sawmills to get stock: froln,
so the mel1 had to cut the logs on the lnainlalld, tow tlleln
across three quarters of a mile of water or haul theln on ice if

Blanche and Ralph
~ght standing in
their garden in
Greenspond.

Photograph
courtesy of Carl
Wright
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The heaviest load of
seals on record was
brought in by
Captain Peter
Carter oj
Greenspond.

2Does any reader
know the names oj
tlJese men who
served who served
in the wars?

it happened to be frozen at the time, and then taken to a spot
and sawn with a pit saw. Greenspond was not only important
because of its codfish industry but also for the part it played
in the sealfishery. The heaviest load of seals on record was
brought in by Captain Peter Carter of Greenspond. The great­
est number of seals and the greatest weight of fat was brought
in by Captain Sam Blandford. Captain Peter Carter was pre­
sented with a gold watch by the sealing company he sailed for.
Then there were other sealing captains: Captain Darius
Blandford, James Blandford, Alex Carter, Alfred Burgess, John
Dominy, and Augustus Carter. Skipper Gus as he was known
still resides at Greenspond, no doubt there may be other Cap­
tains whose names we do not know.

During the 18th and part of the 19th century,
Greenspond had at least three cooper shops, three black­
smiths, and two tinsmiths. There was also quite a bit of ship­
building done here both small fishing boats and schooners.
There was a Customs House and Customs Officer here, It was
from here all schooners around the north side of Bonavista
Bay had to get their clearance before proceeding to ~he Labra­
dor Fishery. Up until a few years ago we had a customs officer
stationed here and he had to visit settlements where foreign
ships called to load pitprops for England. Greenspond has
played her part in the various wars. We had one man taking
part in the American War of Independence Two of our men
were students at a Canadian university served in "Boulton's
Scouts" against the "Riels" in the Riel Rebellion. We had two
men in the Crimean War.:2 In 1899 when the Boer War started
five Greenspond men enlisted at Sydney, Nova Scotia where
they were worldng in the coal mines. They were George
Carter, Herbert Burry, Edward Green, Arthur Burry, and John
Hunt. It is impossible to give the exact number of Greenspolld
men who took part in World War One and Two but it was said
we had the highest number of enlisted men per capita of any
place ill Newfoundland. They served in all capacities, army,
navy, air force, merchant navy, and forestry. We had so many
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THE GREENSPOND LETTER 7

men overseas that Greenspond was referred to as "Little Eng­
land". After World War I, we erected a good monument in
memory of our boys who had fallen, which were quite a few.
After World War II we built a Memorial Library which has
given good service to the town. We have been fortunate in
having a very capable and obliging Librarian in the person
Mrs. Llewellyn Burry ILizzie]. Dr. Robert Saunders U.S.A. has
been a great contributor of bool{s to our Library.

Greenspond from its earliest days had its navigators and
they taught others. One navigator worthy of mention is Cap­
tain Robert Wright who at the age of 13 joined an English ves­
sel as apprentice and later studied 11avigation ~n England and
becalne Captain. I-Ie then returned to Greenspond in com­
mand of a ship, had a load of pitprops cut up in the Bays and
tool{ it over to El1glal1d. I-Ie was the first lnal1 to have a load
of pitprops cut in Bonavista Bay. III 1886 Captain Wright made
a trip to South Africa in his ship. While there he died and his
relnains rest at Capetown, South Africa. I-Ie was 56 at the time
of his death.

The Salvation
Army '1,',' •.. >.

Greenspond.

Photograph
courtesy of Jean
Burry White

After World War II
we built a
Memorial Library
which has given
good service to the
town.

Volume 3, Number 1, January 1996



8 THE GREENSPOND LETTER

There would be a
short English play
consisting of twelrve
characters, each
person dressed in a
costume to suit his
role.

At the entrance of the harbour of Greenspond, near. the
seashore rest two old cannons but how they came there or
how long even the oldest resident here cannot remember. For
a number of years the old cannons were brought into use for
celebrations such as Coronations, Jubilees, and the arrival of
the Governor. At the time of the Jubilee apart from the mus­
ketry on land, the navy men here rigged out a schooner as a
warship. They had guns made of wood and bored. The
Osmonds here were pump and block makers, they bored the
guns, then they were painted black. The navy men stood by
the guns dressed in navy uniform and fired their muskets.
This would be followed by a big parade through the town.
Then th.ere were sports much like we see to-day, tug of war,
boat racing, etc, with a greased pole with a ham at the top.
The man who could climb to the top claimed to the ham.
Then at night fireworks would bring the event to a close.
Greenspond also had bowling in early days. There was no real
bowling alley but the top story of one of the large business
houses was used for the purpose.

In olden days Christmas was well celebrated apart from
the usual festivities and the ever sport of mummering. There
would be a short English play consisting of twelve characters,
each person dressed in a costume to suit his role. They would
visit homes and go through the play until the wee hours of the
morning but as the nights advanced the numbers became less
and the play shorter due to the fact that they had ta1{en a
drop too much of the cup that cheers.

A century or more ago numerous vessels were shipwrecl{ed
around the coast and very often it was to Greenspond crew
and passengers were brought, and the government paid house­
holders to feed alld look.: after them while waiting for passage.
For instance February 20, 1867, the Amazon was lost at Cape
Freels, her 35 man crew were brought here where they re­
lnained four days. The Othello was lost and her crew and pas­
sengers were brought here. And Dr. Sl{elton a resident. at
Greenspolld attellded the sicl{. 30 men from shipwrecked Ada-
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mant were brought here and later taken to Fogo. The 36 man
crew of the wreclced Selah Hutton were brought ashore in two
skiffs. The Mayflower was lost in the southern part of the bay
and a skiff was hired to bring ten men to Greenspond; on
March 24, 1868 the Atil1a was lost and her men were con­
veyed from Fogo to Cat Harbour on their way to Greenspond.
The Perseverance of Greenspond was lost and her crew of six
men were sent home to Greenspond via St. John's. There were
several others but the ones mentioned will give some idea of
the part Greenspond played in shipwreclced.

In the sealing disaster of March 1898, namely the Green­
land disaster, three men from here lost their lives. Near the
end of the last century a ship belonging here namely the Puri~

tan went ashore on Cabot Island and was a total loss, seven
men from Greenspond lost their lives on her, only one man
was saved.

Early Greenspond received its mail in summer by steam­
ers calling here. In winter it came overland from Gambo. Dur­
ing the years mail carriers changed hands many times. In the
1900s it was a familiar sight to see the Indian, John Joe, com­
ing through the harbour with his sleds and team of dogs
bringing the mail, of course when the tickle between the
mainland and Greenspond was not frozen, a boat had to be
used.

Greenspond had its first telegraph office in 1886 when a
cable was laid across the ticlde from Shambler's Cove about
three-quarters of a mile. Wires from here went up over the is­
lal1d on poles, then connected with the cable. Very often in
spring when the Arctic ice came in the large pieces cut the ca­
ble, someOlle then had to go by boat to Shambler's Cove with
messages and to talee delivery of any over there. This would
COlltinue Ulltil the cable was repaired. About 66 years ago a
new telegraph office was built, a two story building, the top
story being used as a Customs Office. The same postal tel­
egraph office is still in use. The Customs Department was
closed a few years ago when there wasn't much Customs worle

Greenspond had its
first telegraph office
in 1886 when a
cable was laid
across the tickle
from Shambler's
Cove about tlJree~

quarters of a mile.
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St. Stephen's
Church of England
ChurclJ: Sunday
SclJool

P1Jotograph courtesy
of eNS Archives,
Men~orial

University

to be done here and the Customs Officer was transferred.
Greenspond was not too much interested in politics until
around 1860 when there was talk of Confederation with
Canada. The Confederate flag was flown from a store owned
by David Smallwood, a businessman here, and grandfather of
our Premier, I-Ion. J.R. Smallwood. However the flag was torn
down by some of the town's residents who were deadly op­
posed to Confederation. Some would-be poet composed a
S011g - the first two lines bei11g "oh don't jOi11 Confederatio11
Your dear little cOu11try to sell". Although Gree11spond turned
down Confederation in the 1800s, yet in the 1900s s11e was if
110t the first, at least one of the first to raise the issue of C011­
federation. Mr. Willia1n Barrow wrote Mr. J. R. S1nallwood and
i11vited him to C01ne to Greenspo11d and hold a Ineetillg re­
gardi11g C011federation.
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About seventy five years ago Greenspond had street light­
ing. The lights were kerosene lamps in glass and metal cases
and placed on top of poles that were laid through the town.
Greenspond like most places has changed with the times, our
roads have been improved, new homes built and old ones re­
modelled. There are a few lighting plants. There would be
more, but we are just waiting and hoping the town will soon
receive electricity. There are several televisions here and recep­
tion is very good considering the distance we are from the sta­
tion. For a number of years Greenspond had to depend for
their water supply on spring, wells, and one large reservoir,
but now we have three reservoirs, the old one and a new one
constructed a couple of years ago, and a few years ago a large
one was built for the purpose of supplying water to the fresh
fish plant here. The reservoirs are on the high part of the is­
land and piped down to the main road, plastic hose are laid
right through the town, so almost every home has running
wat~r. Greenspond has a good supply of water so there is
never any serious shortage. For several years we have had a
Town Council and under the leadership of the different may­
ors namely Reginald Bragg, Frank R. Carter, and Stephen
Mullins many improvements.have been made in the town.

We have three religious denominations, Anglican, United
and Salvation Army. There are three schools and seven teach­
ers. There are two large halls and an Orange Lodge. We have
our own clinic and a resident nurse, Mrs. Stocldey, who came
here a few years ago from England to tal{e up nursing in New­
foundland. We are fortunate in having a bait depot and a
fresh fish plant with refrigeration. This gives employment to a
number of men and warnell. And when school closes in sum­
mer it is heyday for the boys. They call be seen early morning
going to the fishing premises to cut out cod tongues to sell to
the fish plant. There are several well-stocl{ed stores, never
much shortage of food items. The merchants get in a good
supply before navigation closes. Even in winter boats go bacl{
and forth to the mainlalld, about 25 minutes run by boat. It is

Greenspond has a
good supply of
water so there is
never any serious
shortage.
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12 THE GREENSPOND LETTER

only in late ~pring, if the Arctic ice comes in that there is any
isolation and not for long then as the ice keeps m.oving so that
it is nearly always possible for a 'boat to get to Badger's Quay.

In mentioning earlier the various tradesmen Greenspond
had, I forgot to mention that Greenspond had its own
sailmalcers. Our cemeteries contain many very old tombstones,
some of them dating as far back as the 1600s. Several of them
were brought here direct from England on vessels bringing
cargo and taking cargo baclc. Among the settlers who came
here from England was a man named Darius Blandford. He
died here in 1879 after spending 50 years in Greenspond. He
was a blacksmith by trade. His monument bears a very fitting
epitaph, thus:

My sledge and anvil I'll decline
My billows too have lost their wind
My fire extinct my forge decayed
And in the dust my vise is laid
My coals consumed my iron is gone
My nails are driven my work is done.

Ralph Wright,
Greenspond

Photograph courtesy
ot Carl Wright
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18th Century Greenspond

13

October 6, 1759
Richard Edwards
Governor of Newfoundland

Outgoing Correspondence to Britain
Document declares H quiet and

peaceable possession" of property in
Greenspond· awarded to William Keen,
Esq. of Teignmouth in the County of
Devon, because he had cleared the
land so diligently.

This was the first time the land
was owned by anyone and "whereas
encouragemJ~nt ought to be given to his
Majesty's plantation and in encourag­
ing the Trade and Fishery of New­
foundland"; "property bounded on the
NE by the Harbour of Greenspond and
by the SW by Stephen Burton's fishing
room and by the NW by a passage for
boats called Middle Ticlde, that his
store houses stand on a small island
rock, one flal{e over a salt water pond between this rock and
Mother Island, on which island are houses, a stage and flal{es,
joining the Middle Ticlde and the rest of the room to the SE
being on the large island near which the ships lye, and is com­
monly called the Ship Island from which he has a large stage
over the gut going into the pond above mentioned. In this
room, William I(een, Esq. now fishes witl1 six shallops and is
capable of greater improvement. The which said land claitned
atld cleared by him, together with the fishing rootn, flal{es,
built thereon which he is now possessed of within these litn­
its" are declared the sale right and property of William I(een.

Mrs. Humphries
and Miss Annie
Carter pose for a
photograph in the
HutcTJins TJome
where tTJey botTJ
worked.

PTJotograph courtesy
of the eNS
ArcTJives, Memorial
University
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from the
Encyclopedia of
Newfoundland
and Labrador,
edited by J.R.
Smallwood.

In 1845 there were
291 people at
PinclJard's Island,
making it tl,e
second largest
community in
Bona~ista Bay,
next to
Greenspond.
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Greenspond's Neighbours:
Pinchard's Island3

In 1951 the population of Pinchard's Island was 218. To­
day it is an abandoned island situated at the northern extrem­
ity of Bonavista Bay, about 5 km. from Cape Freels. Offering
access to excellent fishing grounds, Pinchard's Island was one
of the first settled sites in northern Bonavista Bay.

The 1806 Register of Fishing Rooms in Bonavista Bay
noted three fishing premises at Pinchard's Island. These set­
tlers had likely been brought out to Newfoundland by West
Country firms trading at Greenspond, the "capital of the
north". Two of the rooms were occupied by David Burry and
Samuel Stocldey, while the third was owned jointly by Edward
Hicks and John Norris. Subsequently Norris was one of the
most,common family names of Pinchard's Island, and. the best
anchorage on the island became known as Norris's Cove. Of
the other common family names the Blackmores and
Hounsells 1il{ely came out from England to work for
Greenspond firms, while the Gill, Davis, and Parsons families
probably first became acquainted with the area through the
migratory fishery out of Harbour Grace and other Conception
Bay ports in the early 1800s.

When Church of England clergyman George Coster of
Bonavista visited Pinchard's Island in 1827 the population was
120 people. I-Ie assisted in the appointment of John Sainsbury
as lay reader and teacher. A school building was erected in
1844. It also served as a chapel. In 1845 there were 291 people
at Pinchard's Islalld, malting it the second largest community
in BOl1avista Bay, next to Greenspond.

In additiol1 to the inshore fishery there was a substantial
lal1d-based spring seal hunt - there were almost 200 seal nets
in use in the cOlnlnul1ity in 1845. After the Rev. Julian

____ Moreton was stationed at Greel1spond in 1849 he suggested
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that the charge be divided and Pinchard's Island be made the
parish centre for northern islands and Straight Shore, With lo­
cal efforts being organized by William Davis, a new church
and school was begun in 1853, St, Matthew's Church was con­
secrated by Bishop Feild in 1857, In 1862 J,G, Cragg was sta­
tioned at Pinchard's Island, the only resident clergy the com­
munity ever had, Cragg was transferred to Greenspond in
1870,

The population of Pinchard's Island declined for a few
years after the 1850s, From 359 people in 1857 the population
dropped to 264 in 1874, By the late 1890s most of the fisher­
men of Pinchard's Island traded their catches of cod to mer­
chants at Newtown, and sailed to the seal hunt ~nd the Lab­
rador fishery in vessels from Newtown, When the Church of
England parish of Greenspond was again divided in 1894,
Newtown with a population approaching 500, was chosen as
the parish seat. While the community remained largely
Church of England, a Methodist resident, Henry Davis, began
to hold Meetings and built up a congregation which had its
church completed in 1906~

In th'e early 1900s as Bonavista north ports such as
Newtown and Wesleyville came to dominate the seal hunt and
were increasingly involved in the Labrador fishery, the popula­
tion of Pinchard's Island again increased, reaching a peak of
413 in 1921, In the 1950s the provincial goverl1ment imple­
mented a formal re-settlement program and the residents of
Pil1chard's Island were resettled, mail1ly to the Newtown· area.

In 1953 approximately 35 houses were floated from
Pinchard's Island and re-settled in the NewtoWll area. The
government, through the Departments of Public Worl{s and
Welfare, in additiol1 to assisting by providing machinery and
materials, paid to the householders amounts varying from $25
to $370.

In 1992 some residel1ts of NewtoWll maintained seasonal
premises on Pinchard's Island which had become a popular
place for residents of nearby communities to picl{ bal{eapples
each August.

15
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Sealing List for the Year 1880
The following statistics were taken from the Harbour Grace

Standard of 1880:
Port Supplier No. of Ships No. of Men

Harbour Grace
Harbour Grace
Bay Roberts
Bay Roberts
Carbonear
Carbonear
Brigus
Brigus
Brigus
Brigus
Brigus
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
St. John's
Greenspond
Greenspond
Greenspond
Greenspond
Greenspond

Volume 3, Number 1, January 1996

J.Munn & Co. 14
Paterson &, Foster 1
J. Munn & Co. 1
C.&A. Dawe 2
John Rorke 1
J. & R. Maddock: 2
J.Munn & Co. 2
P. Butler 1
J. & G. Smith 1
S. Whelan 1
Bowring Brothers 1
Job Brothers 2
J.& W. Stewart 2
Dundee S.& W. Co. 3
W. Stephens & Co. 2
W. Grieve & Co. 1
Baine, Johnson & Co. 1
N. Stabb & Sons 1
Bowring Bros. 1
E.M. Archibald 1
M. Tobin 2
M. Monroe 1
Bainet Johnson & Co. 3
P. I-Iutchins 1
J. & W. Stewart 2
Bowring Bros. 1
N. Stabb & Sons 1

1199
171
85

115
75

105
130
25
47
76
55

482
508
871
590
236
160
230
245

65
82

100
220

70
170
220
210
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Sealing Captains
Back row, left to right: Capt Peter Carter, Capt. Stanley Barbour,
Capt. Wes Kean, Capt. Abram Kean Jr,
Front row, left to right: Capt. A.L. Blackwood, Hon. Capt.
Abram !(ean, Hon. Capt. William Winsor Jr.

Port Supplier No. of Ships No. of Men

Catalil1a A. McI<ay 1 150
Catalina Bowring Bros. 1 120
Catalil1a Job Bros. & Co. 1 148
Burgeo DeGruchy & Co. 3 not stated

Totals 58 6960

17
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Correspondence of John Sainsbury
Cabot Island
Nov. 1st, 1906

Mr. E. J. Dominy

lThe original of this
letter is in tlJe Ryan
Collection,
Maritime History
Archi'l'e, Memorial
University of
Newfoundland.J

Dear Sir,
Will you londly send me the following goods
4 Ibs tea Red Rose
- lbs rolled oats
- lbs Star Butter
6 lbs dried Apricots
3 Lamp Chimneys, 2 small size, 1 large size
6 lbs Gun Powder & 10 lbs no. 2 shot
Please don't send BB I have some
6 bottles Putners Emulsion
2 bottles R R R
Some writing paper, Envelopes & some stamps I sent for

some Last time I suppose you forgot it, Please paclc these good
well to keep them dry,

Will you kindly ask Jim if he can get me 6 Ga~ Partridge
Berries,

Please send the Emulsion as soon as you can Hethe is not
well,

If he can get the berries he need not send the apricot -­
but be sure to send one or the other, Also tell him to send 1/2
doz, Rabbits if there are any around.

Please send this as soon as convenient -- we will want it
soon. Remember me to all the Brethern Orange and Fisher­
men tell them I wish them a happy Xmas and a prosperous
new year. If a fine day New Years Day and all is well just loolc
you will see the Code of Signals. Also on Candlemas. And if
you see my Flags you put one on a pole at the East end of the
I-Iall between windows I will see it. Good by and God bless
you all.

John Sainsbury
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THE GREENSPOND LETTER

Greenspond
March 16th, 1923

19

Dear Sir Richard
Please pardon me for taking the liberty to write you and I

being altogether a stranger to you. I am one living on a small
Pension $240. or $20 per month. I was lighthouse keeper at
Cabot Island. I find it very hard to bring end to meet on $20.
per month. I am a widower and have to keep a housekeeper
also I am a man with one leg, lost it by a gun shot in 1892
and am not able to do any hard worl<: to help my Pension and
am nearly blind.

Knowing you to be a man of feeling I appeal to you being
a gentlemen to ask you if you will kindly add a little to my
Pension. There is neighbour one Mr. Joseph Butler receiving a
Pension over four hundred dollars and me and other light
keepers only getting $240 I think that is very unfair..1 am a
supporter of the present Govt. I have asked· Mr. Coaker but
don't seem to hold out much hope of helping me. If you will
try to do a little for me I will support your Govt. at the com­
ing Election. It seems lil<:e we want every man this time. The
opposition Delegates seems like they have it all done only the
motto strucl{ at St. John's is not marl{ed yet. But Sir Richard
wait and see the Ballot is not cast and is not counted yet we
will know then who so if you will try to help one I have a cer­
tain influence here for you. Anything you may want to l{now
about me you will learn from Miss Louise Saunders she knows
all about me.

I-Iopi11g to hear from you again
I a1n yours very respectively
JOh11 Sainsbury

[The original letter
is in the Smallwood
Collection, Centre
for Newfoundland
Studies Archi'l'es,
Memorial
Uni'l'ersity of
Newfoundland}
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Names of Schooners that went
to the Labrador Fishery

by Lockyer Carter

Masters

Marl( Bragg
Henry Burry
Saul Burry
Saul Burry
Walter Carter
Walter Carter
Walter Carter
Walter Carter
Quinton Carter
Quinton Carter
Roland Carter
Roland Carter
Roland Carter
James Carter
George Carter
Fred Carter
Gus Carter
Peter Carter
Walter Cooze
Franl( Green
Franl{ Green
WilsOll 1-Iosleins
Willialn 1-IUl1t
Stanley Mullet
George Oaleley

Name of Schooner

Reginald B.
Ronald B.
Diadem
Miss Janes
Greenwood
Kasaga
Maggie Stone
Golden Glow
Maggie Stone
Modern Flapper
Ulga B. Kenny
Shirley Reid
Reta Windsor
James U. Thomas
Change
Minnie B.
Mayflower
Harriet
Snow Bird
George K.
Wobby
Victor B.
Sir Douglas I-Iaig
Langlade
Silver Cloud
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At Home with Elsie Green
Phillipps
Elsie Phillipps li~es with her husband, Fred Phillipps, in St.
John 'Sf Tl~ey ha~e two children, Janet and Gordon. The following
inter~iew took place at their home in St. John's on January 15,
1996.

Now then Elsie, let's start at the beginning, what were
your parents' names?

Mary Carter and Frank Green, You remember Carrie
Carter, Caroline Carter. Well, Mom's parents were Carrie and
Peter Carter, Pop's mother and father were Peter Green and
Delilah Tuff,Tuff from Templeman. There were five or six of
the Greens and several sisters.

They say that· Greenspond was named after the Greens· and
the Ponds. Did you ever hear of that?

Oh, yes. Two men are supposed to have hidden away. I'll
tell you who told me that. There was a Mr. Dewey, he used to
live in Topsail or Manuels, Owen Dewey, he worked in the
Confederation Building. Your father would remember the
Deweys, Franlc Dewey and there were several sisters. The
youngest sister was in our class in school. Nina Dewey. Some­
one told me he had a lot of information about Greenspond. I
called and tallced to him one day. He said would you mind if I
calne in one day and we had a chat? I said I would be de­
lighted. So he came in. He said that every slcipper that came
out from England was suppose to bring baclc every man that
he brought out. And when this boat was ready to go there
were two men, Olle by the nalne of Green and one by the
name of Pond, that couldn't be found. They were hidden
away. Alld the ship had to go on without them. Now they
dOll't lCll0W where the wives calne from.

21
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What's your earliest recollections? When did you leave
Greenspondf

I went to Port Nelson teaching in September 1932, no in
1931 because I had my 18th birthday there, I was born in
1913, ,

You went to school in Greenspond. You went across to
Greenspond before the drClwbridge was there.

Yes, I took the ferry, And it was the delight of the boys to
rock the ferry and get us screaming, especially the little ones,
And of course, there were times when there were too many for
the ferry to take in one trip, And when it was low tide the
steps would be slippery, Well, I think your grandmother played
a part in getting the bridge there, permanently. There was a
song written about it. I wish it could be found. Billy Barrow
used to write poetry and he wrote a song about it.

How many children would fit on to the ferry? Was it a boat
or a barge? Was it a proper boat?

Oh yes. It was a proper boat, both ends were the same
and there was a cable across and you'd pull the boat pack and
forth. You didn't row. There was a ferryman. Albert Osmond
was the last one. That's Aunt Minnie's uncle and before that
was Johnnie Blake. We'd go over to go to school.

Who was your teacher?
After we passed grade five it was Mr, Crummey. Mr.

Crummey taught 42 years, 39 of them in Greenspond. I-Ie was
the only teacher my father had.

That was the United Church school t Methodist. Did you
go right to grade eleven?

Yes. Lucy Carter, your Aunt Lucy, and I tool<: it the same
year. There were five of us: Marjorie Pond, Gordon Burry,
Myra Butler, and Lucy. Yes that's the five.
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Now then tell me your brothers~ and sisters~ names. Who's
the oldest?

There was Peter, and I was next, then Carrie, Caroline
Elizabeth Jamieson was her name. She dropped the Jamieson.
I told her that we didn't l{now whether she was going to live
or 110t, so the doctor baptized her right away, that's why the
Jamieson was added 011 to her name. That was Dr. Jamieson.
There was also Franl{ a11d Eric.

Peter married Mae Blandford. I married Fred Phillipps,
a11d Carrie married Bill Glover in Burli11gto11, Ontario, and
Fra111{ 1narried Ella I-Iarding fro1n 110rther11 New Bru11Swicl{.
Eric was l{illed whe11 he nine years old. In St. JOhl1'S.

You went teaching after grade eleven?

Magistrate tsHouse,
Greenspond

Photograph courtesy
of the eNS
ArclJives, Memorial
University
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Edward Carter and
Saul Burry

P1Jotograph courtesy
of CNS Archives,
Memorial
University

I had three summer schools in
St. John's. I stayed with my father's
mother, my grandmother. I was
teaching for five years when my fam­
ily moved from Greenspond to St.
John's. I had applied then to go to
Memorial because the inspector came
around and said that summer schools
would not be recognized once the full
teachers training course was intro­
duced. So I didn't go to summer
school that summer. I was accepted
for the full year at Memorial. Yes, I
liked Memorial. I would have liked to
have a second year but I didn't have
the money to do it. Yes. But you see
your Aunt Louie ILouise Carter
White] a couple of years before, she
had come in to summer school. We
used to take, that is those who ex­
pected to go teaching, we took school
management. It was a subject that we

had to write an examination on. School management. Yes we
did it in Greenspond. Mr. Crummey taught it. Louie tool{
school management, too.

Now, Aunt Louie would be older than you.
Yes. I was between Charlie ICarter] and Lucy ICarter] re­

ally. Lucy would have been 81 in June past and I was 82.

I-Iow long was the course in school management? Was that
after you finished grade eleven?

That was part of grade eleven. We had bool{s that we
studied all our own and Mr. Crummey would give us ques­
tions, because 110t all the class was included. You had to worl{
luore or less all your own. I-Ie'd checl{ our worl{. We l{ept the
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register in the school, We got to mark the register and do
things, It helped if you had music because the school was un...
der the church then more so than it is now, And if you went
to a place to teach you usually were the Sunday School
teacher, Whatever was going on, weddings or funerals, you
had to be there,

So where was your first teaching position?
Port Nelson, There was a Methodist school and a Salva~

tion Army school across the cove and Shambler's Cove was
just above that again,

That was where Aunt Louie taught, Shambler's Cove. Did
you board there?

Yes, I boarded with Mrs. Peter Wicks, That's Art Wicks's
grandparents,

That's Art Wicks down the shore? How much did you get
paid? Do you remember?

Yes. The year before the salary had been cut in half so my
cheque was $17.28 a month. I paid $11.00 a month board.

Were you nervous at all first teaching?
I had 43 students. All in one room. I don't thinl{ the Sal­

vation Army school was open all year round. I'm not sure
about that. It seems that were times when some of the chil-­
dren going to the Salvation Army, some went to Shambler's
Cove and some went to Port Nelson, when their school was
not opened.

What year was this?
I started there in 1931. September. The salaries had been

cut in half the year before.

So did you get to Greenspond while you were there?

25
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Oh yes, I went home practically every Saturday, There was
times there was going to be church in Port Nelson because
one Sunday it would be in Port Nelson and it would be an af­
ternoon service and the next Sunday it would be in
Shambler's Cove, If it was going to be in Port Nelson I had to
be there to play,

That was a large groUpt 43 students. Would it be all
grades?

I had five little beginners and there was some in every
grade and seven and eight was preliminary and nine and ten
was called intermediate and grade eleven was junior associate,

I taught there two years, And then I had two years in
Lumsden, And I had one year at Carmanville, Then I came in
and did the year teachers' training. Teachers' training had
been closed for a while because the government didn't have
enough money to keep it going. So it was closed for a time,
Some of the classes did continue, That's the old Memorial on
Parade Street, After teachers' training I went to Millertown. I
had three years at Millertown. That's where I met Fred and we
were married.

It was wartime then and the A.N.D. Company couldn't
get orders for their paper, you know, there was trouble with
transportation and so they had to layoff quite a few people
and Fred was one of those. So he had been doing some radio
work ... so he wanted to go and learn this in Montreal. Mom
was sicle at the time and Pop wrote and said that if Fred is go­
ing to go to Montreal to come to I-Ialifax on your way. So we
went to I-Ialifax. Well, Mom was so sicle. There was a radio
school in Halifax and Mom had died and so Fred went to
school in I-Ialifax. This was in 1943. We were married in 1940.
Janet was born in 1942. She was 13 months old when we went
to I-Ialifax.

They were looking for radio operators so when Fred got
his training we were sent right back to Buchans a year after­
wards, Yes, we weren't right in Buchalls we were about three
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miles outside of it, the airport was. They had a runway and a
weather station. It was mostly for overhead travel. The hell,..
copters would fly from Buchans to Stephenville.

Now to get us back to Greenspond. So then, was it your
father that worl{ed with Crosbiesf Crosbie's Ships? He got
Mom lJoyce Carter] the job with the Crosbies.

Yes. They were home working at the fish when the mes'"
sage came. They wanted someone that was good with the chil,..
dren, that was the. first concern, John and Andrew, Andrew
was just a baby, Joan was older than Andrew.

Where was your house on Ship Island?
You know the one that Fred Green lived in, Well ours was

right across the road, And in high tide the sea would come up
under our house and wash across the road,. Once we had to
get the hens brought in, We had a back kitchen on the back of

.our house that was taken down after and we had a packing
case and'we got the hens and'put them in tJ1at and brought
them up and put them in the back porch, the back kitchen,
Because the water was up around the house, The road along
in front of Fred's and going on out to where Mullett's was,
well that was where we were, Fred was on one side and we
were on the other, The house had a mansard roof,

We had chicl{ens, We didn't have goats or sheep. Now
your grandmother KGertrude Carter] used to l{eep sheep, Yes..
And spin the wool, Yes, She was, well, everyone considered
her one of the better ones at spinning, Her wool was more
even, fine,

Where did she keep the sheep? On Ship Island?
They used to tal{e them off the island, There was a little

islal1d across frOID, just a rocl{ out of ,."

Down by Nanny's I-Iole?

27

Volume 3, Number 1, January 1996



28 THE GREENSPOND LETTER

Yes, yes, there, Over there on that island, The sheep
couldn't get off, In the winter, they had a shed down by the
old house where your mother used to live, across from Wilfred
Carter's house, In front of the old house there was a wood
shed and a toilet, an outdoor toilet, and it was part of the
wood shed where the sheep was kept, Yes, I've been there
when your grandmother was spinning yarn, I believe she did it
all there, Your grandfather liEdward Carter] wouldn't be home
when it all had to be done, It was the women who did most
of it,

Some people kept pigs, The Mulletts usually had a pig,
And your grandmother had a goat, Yes, I believe she had a
goat,

You see your grandfather, you see, it was really his aunt
that looked after him, I think, Aunt Jane, That's Alice Butler's
mother, Your great-grandfather was Jim Carter, wasn't he? He
married Louise Saunders, Eliol Carter, his wife was Jane, I
don't know what her last name was, But I suppose Aunt Alice
Butler and Mary Whitemarsh looked after your Great-grandfa­
ther, more lil(e a brother than a cousin, I remember your
Great-grandfather, You see Lucy was named after your Great­
grandmother Burry, Well Lucy was your Great-grandmother
Burry's special one, And they said that your Great-grandfather
Carter used to say the same about your mother IJoyee Carter],
"that's my little maid," There was only about a year between
Luey and Joyee.

James Cartert that was Mom'8 grandfathert Edward' Cart,­
er's father.

Yes. Your Uncle Charlie liCarter] said once that they found
grandmotper's grave in Glovertown, Louise Saunders, And
that your grandfather had a brother.

VeSt that's rightt and he died in childbirth. Edward was
born first and then they had a SOOt Samuel Eliolt I believet
and he died. She died and the baby died. Louise Saunders
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was born in Saunders Cove and so I suppose she went
home to have the baby.

I can remember seeing the two elderly men, both with
canes, yes. And I can see ... Uncle Jim and Uncle Eliol ...
there was the big rocle there by the ... where the new part was
built on to the house, your grandfather had it built on ... The
two elderly men used to be resting on their canes. There used
to be quite a few elderly men, and they would gather there
around that area. Of course the ferry f •• there was a little
house, that they called the galley.

Oh the ferry, it went right where the drawbridge crosses,
that's where the ferry went across.

You lcnow that little island, not Ship Island, the other little
island where Matgaret and Graham {White] live, was there
a name on that? Is that where Sam I-Ioslcins lived?

That little bridge was called Queen's Bridge. Queen's
Wharf. Yes, that was Sam I-Iosldns, and there was Ned
I-Iosldns tl1at lived across the road. Al1d there were Blalees
there.

Burry's House in '
Pond Head,
Greenspond

Photograph
courtesy of
Margaret White
Kean, Pool's
Island
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Now what would you all be doing in the summertimef
What would all you girls be doingf Did you have work to
do in the housef

Oh yes. We'd help out. Carrie made bread. She was no
more than 10 years old. I was older but I busy looking after
Carrie and Frank, I dare say. Frank took a lot of looking after.
But ...

Did you hook matsf
Louie hooked mats, I know. We'd walk over on back of

the island. Every Easter Sunday morning that the weather was
fit we'd walk right to the water, to the land wash, on back of
the island after the early church service. Yes, that was English
Harbour. No not up through Pond Head. We went up by
Wheeler's, and there was the old cemetery there. That was
where my grandfather was buried.

Now, Dad's mother, Katherine White she was frorp. Ship
Island.

Yes, she was Kate Carter, her father's name was James
Carter, too. There were five or six Jim Carters: Ladder Jim,
Navy Jim, Carny Jim, Lofty Jim, Paper Jim. Carny Jim was
Ben Carter's father. Do you remember there was Harry Carter,
and Susie?

Now there was a Harry Carter that was the editor of New­
foundland Stories and Ballads. It was full of Greenspond sto­
ries. Would that be him?

Yes, I believe so. There was Sid and Harry, and Susie,
George, Franl{, Mary and Margaret. Ben and Clara Carter's
children. They lived in that house that Burry's, Harry and Ena
Burry, had next to grandlnother's. That was Ben Carter's
house. Roy I-Iosldl1S Inarried Sophie Bishop. Ben was dating
her, they were courting. But while Ben was away, Roy started
seeing Sophie, So.. , when Ben came bacl{ he brought a wife
with him. And Mom used to say how the first time that the
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old. people who reared my father, Uncle Silvie Green, that's
my father's uncle, saw Clara, he came home and said uSure
she's only a little maid, she hasn't even got her hair up,"

Her hair was hanging down. You were supposed to wear
your hair up, were you?

Oh yes, if you were going to be married. Well, I used to
have mine cut, There was no kink in it, Carrie's was long.

What would you do in the winter?
Yes, Mom used to say that we would go places because it

was somewhere to go, somewhere to get in out of the cold. We
would go to a prayer meeting. We weren't that interested in
prayer meetings, but we'd go because it was in out of the cold.

The prayer meetings were held in the Lecture Hall. No, it
wasn't crowded. They were on Friday nights. That was the
night we could be out a little longer. It was a lot like the Sal­
vation Army, testifying, and prayers. Everyone would have a
prayer and everyone would have a testifying. Joe Butler, you
know, Myra Butler's father, he would like the prayer meetings.

Now, then, can you remember the Hutchins family?
Oh yes. Well, Mrs. Hutchins was a Winsor from Exploits.

Yes, I remember. There was Harold, Philip's son, was killed in
the war and there was Franlc. He was a musician. His wife was
Victoria. There was the missionary, Miss Edith. Oh yes I can
remember them. I can remember when she came baclc, she
would .always come over to Ship Island and see Grandmother
Carter. There was Grandfather's aunt, Aunt Ann Handcock,
Mary I-Iandcoclc's mother, she lived with grandmother and
grandfather, Carrie and Peter Carter. Miss Edith used to come
over to visit, I was there one SUffitner when she came. Edith
was very hutnble, in a sense, She was very sophisticated, a
grand person. Edith didn't go to school in Greenspond, She
went to school in St. John's,
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I-Iave you a picture of the Magistrate's I-Iouse? I can re­
member being in that house. That was a beautiful home, It
should never have been torn down, There were folding doors
between the big room, the parlor, and the dining room, You
could push them bacle, Lovely woodworle, .

Oh, yes the Church of England rectory, The study in that
had beautiful panelling, There were flowers in the garden out
front,

The old pipe organ,
St. Stephen's
Anglican Churcl),
G!eenspond,

Photograph courtesy
of Rosemary Healy
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