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From the Editor:

Welcome to the second issue of The Greenspond Letter, I would like to thank
all those people who made the first issue a success. First and foremost, I would like
to thank Heather Locke for her valuable assistance in the organization and printing of
this newsletter, Secondly, thanks go to Pearl Dyke at Island Mini Mart and Edith Burry
at Burry's Foodland both of whom gave generously of their time and space to
distribute The GreenspondLetter in their stores, And finally, and most importantly, I
would ,like to thank all those who purchased the newsletter,

This second issue begins with an account of the discovery of several letters in
a house in Wimborne, Dorset, England. The letters were written in 1809 by people in
Newfoundland to the Fryers, a merchant family in Wimborne. Among the letters were
several written from Greenspond, In the next issue there will be copies of the original
letters, This past spring, Ivy (White) Tong and I visited Wimborne and received copies
of the Greenspond letters, We also visited the Dorset Public Records Office in
Dorchester where we did research into Greenspond family names. This geneal'o,gio'ah
work will appear in future editions of The Greenspond Letter,

The Greenspond People column contains biographies of four prominent
members of the Blandford family, If anyone can provide further information on these
people, it would 'be greatly appreciated, Next, there is an excerpt from the 1911
Census. This partial nominal census for the district of Bonavista was discovered in a
house in Wesleyville and a copy is now held at the Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador, I would like to thank Cliff Andrews for supplying The
Greenspond Letter with a copy of this census. The next article tells the story of the
Greenspond Memorial Library. Thanks goes to Mae Dyl<8, librarian at the Greenspond
Memorial Library, and Brenda Parmenter, librarian at the A.C. Hunter Library, St.
John's, for their assistance in compiling this article. An excerpt from the Minute Book
of the Greenspond Library Board is printed here. It tells how the people of Greenspond
came together in 1946 to build a fitting memorial to those men from Greenspond who
died in the Second World War. This original Minute Baal< which contains the minutes
of meetings and financial records of the Library is an Important historical document
and is housed in the Greenspond Memorial Library. The final article is an interview
with Jean (Burry) White of Greenspond who presently lives in Mount Pearl. Jean's
mother, Elizabeth Burry, was the first librarian at the Greenspond Memorial Library.

Linda White, Editor
GreenspondNewsletter
37 Liverpool Avenue,
St. John's, A 1C 384
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LETTERS FROM GREENSPOND DISCOVERED
IN WIMBORNE, ENGLAND

200 ~ YEAR~OLD LETTERS FOUND BY BUILDERS

The news of the discovery of 200 year...old letters found in Wimborne, Dorset,
England was reported by Roger Guttridge on March 24, 1994 in the Dorset
newsp'aper, The Evening Echo. Included in the correspondence are letters written from
people living in Greenspond to the .Fryers, a merchant family in Wimborne. The
Greenspond Letter has photocopies of these letters and will be publishing them in
forthcoming issues. The following is Roger Guttridge's column as it appeared in The
·Evening Echo:

A bundle of 200 yea-r~old letters
discovered by builders in a Georgian
house at Wimborne is shedding new
light on Dorset's historic trading links
with Newfoundland,

The 71 documents include nearly
- 48 let t e r s fro m set tie rs in
Newfound.land, most of Dorset birth or
descent and dependent on Dorset
merchants fortheir clothing,-equipment
and other supplies, .

The letters are addressed to
Wimborne bankers and merchants John
and William Fryer, a fat~er and son
partnership and owners of the
pro.perties on either side of the
passageway above which they were
found.

The papers were found by
bricklayer . William Hawkes during
renovation work on the former doctors;
surgery next to the Conservative Club

. in West Borough. .
"They were in a dirty old

envelope tucked between the ceiling of
the passageway and the first floor, II
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said the site manager Barry Young ,of
W,H. Hayward and Sons,

He added: "I would think they
must have been· hidden away at some
time,"

Developer Barry Fairchild, of
Stanbridge North~West, has given the
papers to the Priest's House Museum,

Alan Perry, vice~chairman of the
Wessex Newfoundland Society, said:
"This is a fantastic find which shows
that Wimborne merchants had a major
involvement in the Newfoundland
trade. "

All the Newfoundland letters· are
dated 1809 and several refer to the
Napoleonic Wars.

"We should be glad if you could
send us the good. news of a peace, but
God knows when the end of this war
will be," says one letter from Fogo on
Newfoundland's north coast,

Generally, the picture is one of
dissatisfied customers across the
Atlantic..

Many writers complain that
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payments due or supplies ordered from
the Fryers in the autumn of 1808 had
failed to arrive with the spring fleet.

One or two suggest that the
ships involved have been sunk or
captured by the French. Others are less
charitable.

"I hope you will behave as other
merchants do and send a proper
account," writes Robert Ridout from
Fogo. "If not I shall draw it out of your
hands and have no more dealings."

From Bonavista, William Wheeler
complains: "I have repeatly, time after
time, written to you but no answer
from ye do I receive."

William Manuel, of Twillingate,
pleads: "I am greatly in want of
necessities for the family, Hope you will
send me goods in the fall by Mr.
Slade's vessel. n

A rare satisfied customer was
Joseph Oake Senior.

"Received my goods all safe,
which is to my satisfaction," he wrote.
"Received my young man that you sent
me out. He is a quiet, sober, steady
young man, not given to liquor, He and
me agrees very well. n

William Fryer (1 770-1 834)
married Elizabeth, daughter of the
famous smuggler Isaac Gulliver, who
was also living in West Borough in the
early 1800s.

By 1816 the Fryers had moved
to Pelhams at I(inson (formerly owned
by Gulliver). They returned to
Wimborne in 1825 ~

The summer of 1809 was a
particularly successful one in the

3

Newfoundland fishing grounds,
according to the cache of letters found
at Wimborne,

"Times is so busy I lie not on my
bed this three weel<s," wrote Joel
Sanger from Greenspond on July 9,
"The fish is so plenty every boat has
got 330 or 340 quintals already and
load [more] every day,"

David Goulding added: tlThere
never was such fishing in Pond and all
Bonavista Bay as this summer,"

Most of the cod was dried and
shipped to the Mediterranean but other
goods came back to Poole.

Joseph Oake,' of Fogo,
anticipated a "prosperous voyage" and
was eager to know the prices: of
salmon, oil and fur in England.

Richard and William Gale had
furs from 67 beavers, six otters and six
faxes to send to Poole on Mr. Slade's
ship the Parkson,

On the outward journey, ships
carried a range of supplies for the
settlers, particularly fishing equipment
and warm clothing for the harsh
Newfoundland winters,

"Please to send us out two
dozen yarn gloves, one sound worsted
and yarn (different colours), 200 first
quarter fish hooks, 200 second quarter
long in the shanks," Messrs Piddle and
Weatherall, of Trinity wrote to John
and William Fryer J

They also wanted a quire of
fullscap paper and 6d worth of wafers,
or substitute seals.

Thomas Hix ordered "two long
herring nets eight score deep, six St.
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Peter lines, four pair men's yarn hose,
six pair men's yarn gloves, 100 middle
quarter hooks, one quire paper".

Barnet Besstone's requirements
included "one man's dog's hair hat and
one small Common Prayer Book", plus
two pairs of hose and three yards of
swanskin, a much~requested leather
material produced specially for
Newfoundland at Sturminster Newton.

Daniel Sellars, of Twillingate,
complained he had not received his pay
or the "new suit of clothes" he had
asked for the previous year,

If he did not receive them soon,
he said, his master would "fling me out
of my clothes "I

Bowring Brothers, Limited, Coastal Service.
8.S. I' PORTIA," WESTERN ROUTE,

Calls at the following l)laces :--CuI)e Broyle, Ferry­
land, Fenneuse, I<'ene\:vs, rl'rel)assey, St. Mary's,
Salnlonier, Placentia, Marysto\vn, Burin,St. Law­
rence, LatnaJine, Fortune, C;rand Bank, 11cIleoraln,
St. Jacques, HarlJor Breton, Pass Island, Her..
nlitage, Gaultois, Pushthrough, I<.icharcl's I-Iarbor, .
l{encont1"e (W.), Francois, Cape IJal-I 11l1C, I~alnea,

Burgeo, I{ose Blanche, Channel, Bay of Islands,
!{onne Bay.

s.s. 4~ PROSPERO," NORTHERN ROUTE,
Call at the feJlawing places :-... Bay~de..Verde, Old

Perlican, 1"'rinity,· Catalina, Bonavista, Salvage,
King's Cove, Greenspond, Pool's Island, Wesley..
ville, Seldon1..Come..By, Fogo, Change Islands,
Herring Neck, Tv.7illingate, Moreton's Harbor,
EXI)loits, Fortune Harbor, Leading Tickles,
Pilley's Island, Little Bay Island,. Little Bay,
NilJper's Harbor, Tilt Cove, LaScie, Paequet,
Baie Verte, Coachn1an's Cove, Seal Cove, Bear
Cove, Western C'ove, ]acl<:son's Artu, Englee,
Conche, St. Julien, St..Al1t11ony, Griguet, Quir!Jon
and Battle Harbor.

"" _._.•. ,----••-- _._ --~- •• - - .. ---.f.-- ...-......._........ . _ ..- ._._. .. ~_.. _ ...

\\'e are now booking H.ound l'tip Passages per steamers Prospern and Portia, at SI8.50. }i'ioestand cheapest trip obtainable­
Freight and Passage to all points. Booklels and further 'information can be obtained at Coastal Office of

BOWRING BROTHERS, LIMITED.
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GREENSPOND PEOPLE

BLANDFORD, DARIUS Darius Blandford was born in Farnham, England in
1813. He moved to Greenspond where he established a blacksmith business in 1829.
He was the father of Darius Blandford and Samuel D. Blandford. He died in 1879,

BLANDFORD, SAMUEL Born Greenspond August 10, 1840, Samuel Blandford
was the son of Darius Blandford, At the age of 16, Samuel took charge of his father's
blacksmith, fishery and supply business, In 1864, he went to the seal hunt for the
first time and subsequently commanded the Renfrew and the Isabella Ridley, In 1873,
he was on the S~ S~ Tigress with Captain Isaac Bartlett and rescued part of the crew
of the ill-fated Polaris expedition which had been stranded in the ice for five months.
In 1874, Blandford tool< charge of the S_ S. Osprey. On different occasions from 1876
to 1883 he commanded the steamers Iceland, Eagle, Esquimaux, and Neptune, In
1894, he was in charge of the Neptune at the seal hunt, at which time he brought in
the largest load 'of seals by a steamer (42,000) up to that date. For many years
Blandford was manager of Job Brothers' establishment at Blanc Sablan, one of the
largest fishing establishments of its day. In August 1893, he went to Cape Chidley
on the S.S. Nimrod, the first steamer to prosecute the Labrador codfishery, In 1889,
Captain Blandford was elected to the Newfoundland House of Assembly as the
Member for Bonavista in the Liberal government of William Whiteway, He did not run
in the 1893 election and was subsequently appointed to the Legislative Council, a
position he retained until his death in 1909.

BLANDFORD, DARIUS Darius Blandford was born in Greenspond in 1843, the
son of Darius Blandford and brother of Samuel. He followed in his father's business
as a blacksmith. He succeeded his brother, Samuel, as the MHA for Bonavista. Darius
was the Conservative member for the district of Bonavista from 1893 to 1904. In
1899 Darius took command of the coastal steamer Dundee and also became a noted
sealing captain as master of the Southern Cross. Blandford founded the community
of Port Blandford in Bonavista Bay. Darius Blandford died in 1917.
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BLANDFORD, . SIDNEY DARA Sidney Blandford was born in 1868 in
Greenspond, the son of Samuel Blandford. He was educated at the Methodist College,
St. John's and practised law there before entering politics in 1904, He succeeded his
uncle, Darius Blandford, as MHA for the district of Bonavista. In the 1904 election he
ran for the United Opposition (Conservative) Party, one of only six candidates for this
party in the General Election that year. He joined the People's Party when it was
formed in 1907..08 and was re..elected in the General Elections of 1908 and 1909. In
March 1909, Prime Minister Edward Morris appointed Blandford to his Cabinet as
Minister of Agriculture and Mines. He was defeated in the 1913 election and was
appointed to the Legislative CounciL He remained in Cabinet until appointed High
Sheriff in 1917. In 1911, Blandford became Chairman of the Agricultural Board and
in 1911, he repre~ented the Newfoundland Government at the Royal Agricultural
Show in Norwich, England. Blandford was also a successful businessman. He was
President of Newfoundland Hotel Facilities Limited and one of the .founding proprietors
of the Newfoundland Hotel in St, John's, He died November 28, 1929.
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1911 CENSUS

There was no official formal census of the population of Newfoundland until 1836.
Some information on population before this can be gleaned from letters, lists, fishery reports
and trade figures. For example, in 1675, Sir John Berry, the commander of a British convoy,
ordered a list to be made of the planters, their wives and families, the number of men
worl<ing with them, the number of boats and stages, and the number of cattle and sheep,
The survey included the communities from Cape Race to Bonavista, (Berry's list reported a
European population of 1,659), The first Newfoundland Legislative Assembly passed An Act
for Ascertaining the Census of the Colony in 1836, It stated that a census was to be taken
every ten years, In 1911 a nominal census was tal<en in August month. The following is an
excerpt of this census for Greenspond in the district of Bonavista. The remainder of this
census will be published in future issues of the newsletter, The partial original 1911 Census
is held at the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador in St, John's.

NAME RELATION MARITAL BIRTH;
TO HEAD STATUS AGE
OF HOUSE

PLACE
OF
BIRTH

REL,

HODDINOTT, Samuel head M Sept 1875 Greenspond Meth.
36 years

HODDINOTT, Ellen wife M Nov 1873 Greenspond Meth.
37 years

HODDINOTT, Edith daughter S June 1900 Greenspond Meth.
11 years

HODDINOTT, Ada daughter S Nov 1901 Greenspond Meth.
9 years

HODDINOTT, Isabella daughter S Dec 1907 Greenspond Meth.
3 years

HODDINOTT, Charles son S May 1910 Greenspond Meth.
1 year

WAY, Minnie boarder S May 1892 New Town Meth.
19 years

ALLAN, Matilda head W June 1839 Cob'bler's Meth.
72 years Island

ALLAN, Mary daughter S Feb 1875 Greenspond Math.
36 years

7
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ALLAN, Ludwig grandson s June 1900 Greenspond Meth.
11 years

STOCI<LEY, Joseph head M

STOCI<LEY, Mary wife M

STOCI<LEY, Edward son S

STOCKLEY, Jane daughter S

STOCI<LEY, Joseph son S

STOCI<LEY, Mary daughter S

STOCI<LEY, Elizabeth daughter S

STOCKLEY, Diana daughter S

STOCI<LEY, Carrie daughter S

STOCI<LEY, Eliza daughter S

Mar 1853 Greenspond C of E
58 years
Feb 1869 Greenspond C of E
42 years
July 1890 Greenspond C of E
21 years
Dec 1892 Greenspond C of E
18 years
Nov 1896 Greenspond C of E
14 years
Oct 1.899 Greenspond C of E
11 years
Nov 1901 Greenspond C of E
9 years
Nov 1903 Greenspond C of E
7 years
Nov 1905 Greenspond C of E
5 years
June 1908 Greenspond C of E
3 years

STOCI<LEY, Patience head w July 1853 Greenspond C of E
58 years

HARDING, James head W Mar 1853 Greenspond Meth.
58 years

HARDING, Annie daughter S Oct 1886 'Greenspond Meth.
24 years

HARDING, Joseph son S Sept 1890 Greenspond Meth.
21 years

LUSH, Sarah head W May 1830 Indian Bay C of E
81 years

LUSH,I-iamman son S Oct 1866 Greenspond C of E
44 years
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HOUSE, Arthur head M

HOUSE, Ellen wife M

HOUSE,William son S

HUMPHRIES, Beatrice servant S

BLACI<WOOD, William head M

BLACKWOOD, Rachel wife M

Aug 1882
29 years
Nov 1883
27 years
Aug1911
1 month
July 1895
16 years
May 1850
61 years
Sept 1853
58 years

Gooseberry Meth.
Island
Greenspond Meth.

Greenspond Math.

Greenspond C of E

Greenspond Meth.

Greenspond Meth.

CARTER, I<enneth head M Aug 186 Newell's C of E
50 years Island

CARTER, Mary wife M July 1861 Greenspond C of E
50 years

CARTER, Hugh son S Feb 1885 Newell's C of E
26 years Island

CARTER, Martin son S Oct 1887 Newell's C of E
23 years Island

CARTER, Arthur son S Feb 1890 Newell's C of E
21 Years Island

CARTER, I<enneth son S Aug 1896 Greenspond C of E
15 years

CARTER, Susy daughter S Mar 1898 Greenspond C of E
13 years

CARTER, Fannie daughter S Sept 1900 Greenspond C of E
10 years

CARTER, John son S Aug 1902 Greenspond C of E
9 years

HARDING, Marion servant S Oct 1890 Greenspond C of E
20 years

DOWDEN, John head M Feb 1875 Greenspond C of E
36 years

DOWDEN, Anna wife M July 1873 Greenspond C of E
38 years

DOWDEN, Caroline daughter S Jan 1906 Greenspond C of E
5 years
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DOWDEN, Mark

DOWDEN, Emily

DOWDEN, Raymond

BUTLER, Samuel

BUTLER, Deborah

BUTLER, Maggie

head

wife

son

head

wife

daughter

M

M

s

M

M

s

April 1873 Greenspond C of E
38 years
March 1878 Greenspond C of E
33 years
Aug 1909 Greenspond C of E
2 years

Aug 1867 Greenspond Meth,
44 years
June 1866 Bonavista Meth,
45 years
Feb 1898 Greenspond Meth.
13 years

I(EAN t Edgar head M

J(EAN, Mary wife M

J(EAN, Jane daughter S

J(EAN, Frank son S

J(EAN, Louisa daughter S

KEAN, Daisy daughter S

I<EAN, William son S

J<EAN, James son S

I<EAN, Samuel son S

July 1875
36 years
Aug 1876
35 years
Aug 1896
15 years
Oct 1898
12 years
July 190
10 years
June 1904
7 years
Oct 1906
4 years
Feb 1909
2 years
Jan1911
8 months

Flower's S,A.
Island
Ship Island S.A.

Greenspond S,A.

Greenspond S.A.

Greenspond S.A.

Greenspond S.A.

Greenspond S.A.

Greenspond S.A.

Greenspond S.A.

WICI<S, George W, head M Jan 1877 Greenspond C of E
34 years

WICI<S, Sarah wife M May 1875 Greenspond C of E
36 Years

WICI<S, Netta daughter S Oct 1906 Greenspond C of E
4 years

WICI<S, Edgar son S Sept 1908 Greenspond C of E

10
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WI CKS, Ethel

WICKS, George

KING, Annie

WICKS, John

BUTLER, Charles

BUTLER, Rebecca

BUTLER, Kaleb

BUTLER, Alice

daughter

son

servant

father

head

wife

head

wife

s

s

s

w

M

M

M

M

3 years
Sept 1908 Greenspond C of E
3 years
Nov 1910 Greenspond Cof E
10 months
Dec 1894 Greenspond C of E
16 years
March 1829 Greenspond C of E
82 years

Feb 1837 Greenspond CafE
74 years
Jan 1838 Greenspond C of E
73 years

Feb 1879 Greenspond Cof E
32 years
July 1880 Ship Island C of E
31 years

DYKE, Thomas head

DYKE, Sarah wife

DYKE, John nephew

SQUIRES, Annie Maria head

PARSONS, Theresa sister

M

M

s

w

w
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June 1853 Greenspond C of E
58 years
Oct 1858 Greenspond C of E
52 years
Aug 1890 Greenspond C of E
21 years

Mar 1846 Greenspond Meth
65 years
April 1848 Greenspond Math
63 years
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THE GREENSPOND MEMORIAL LIBRARY

In 1917, the leading Methodist, Church of England and Roman Catholic
educators of Newfoundland applied to the Carnegie Corporation of New Yorl< for
financial assistance to establish a junior college, After several years of negotiations,
the Carnegie Corporation granted an annual donation of $15,000 for five years, The
Newfoundland Government contributed $5000 a year for the same period and thus
Memorial University College was opened in the fall of 1925, The Carnegie Corporation
was so impressed with the organization of the College that it granted an additional.. ..

$5000 to set up a travelling library service, This, the first public library in
Newfoundland, was instituted to foster adult education in the outports,

In 1934, the Commission of Government appointed a Public Libraries Board
with a mandate to establish a public library service In Newfoundland, Two years ~ater

in January 1936, the Gosling Memorial Library in St. John's opened to the public, Six
years later in 1942, a Regional Libr~ry Service was inaugurated, Libraries in larger
centres who provided books to schools in the area were designated Regional Libraries
and libraries in the smaller settlements were termed Branch Libraries, Branch Libraries
were supposed to have their stock of books supplemented from the nearest so called
Regional Library but it didn't always worl< out as planned and Branch Library Boards
felt they were treated as poor cousins receiving only those books not popular in the
Regional Libraries, During the first five years after the Regional Libraries Service was
organized, twenty-five new libraries opened in Newfoundland, One of these was in
Greenspond, Bonavista Bay,

The opening of the Greenspond Memorial Library in July 1949 had its
beginnings at a public meeting held in the Orange Lodge in Greenspond on March 27,
1946. According to the Minutes of the meeting, the meeting was called ufor the
purpose of considering ways and means to erect a monument, marble slab or bronze
plate, to the memory of our men who paid the supreme sacrifice in World War Two,"
A motion was proposed to have a plate attached to the existing war memorial but this
was rejected in favour of erecting a new monument. A house to .house collection was
organized for April 1, 1946 to raise money for the new war memorial.

The second meeting of the Monument Committee was held in the Court House
on April 9, 1946. It was moved "by Rev Legrow and seconded by Mr, Edward
Wheeler that we broadcast for the purpose of getting subscriptions and that the
Secretary contact two or three persons at St. John's, Grand Falls and Corner Brook
asking if they would kindly collect for the memorial which would be greatly
appreciated by the committee."

It was at the February 20, 1947 meeting that Rev. Legrow moved "that we
have a public meeting for the purpose of asking the public if they would change their
opinion from a stone memorial to a Library." The motion was carried unanimously.

12
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At the Memorial Library Committee meeting held on August 28, 1947, Mr, H,e,
King, the Supervising Librarian from St. John's was in attendance to give advice on
establishing a library, The committee then resolved itself into the Greenspond Library
Board and began the prQcess of building the first library in Greenspond, It was
"proposed by Mr. Walters and seconded by Sylvester Meadus that we invite the heads
of the three denominations to become members of the Library Board,"

On November 21, 1947 the Greenspond Library Board "moved that we mal<e
out a list of all material needed and give the order to Mr, F, R. Carter to take to St.
John's for the purpose of getting the order filled before the closing of navigation."
Motion carried, It was also agreed to ask Mr, Albert White, Mr, Asher Burry, and Mr,
Fred Bragg to be carpenters on the library and if they accept to begin work
immediately,

At the March 21, 1949 meeting it was reported that the Newfoundland
Libraries Board had given a grant of $840.54 towards the construction of the
Greenspond Memorial Library, "It was moved by Mr, E, Wheeler and seconded byMr,
Reg Bragg that we have engraved on the plaque [on the library] the 5 names who
enlisted from Greenspond and lost their lives in World War Two. Names are as
follows: Wilfred Parsons, Reginald Carter, Cluny ~Iandford, Allister Carter, Percy
Hoskins," Motion carried,

Mr. H.e. King, the Supervising Librarian, attended the Greenspond Library Board
meeting held at the Court House on~uly 13, 1949. It was decided that the Library
would be opened eight hours a week. Mr. King informed the group that 200 books
had been shipped from St, John's for the library and that the annual grant would be
$150. a year. A notice for applications for the position of librarian would be placed
in store windows. At the July 22 meeting, Mrs. Elizabeth Burry was accepted as the
first librarian in the Greenspond Memorial Library at a salary of $8 a month. She began
work on Saturday, July 23, 1949 at 3 p.m., the day the Greenspond Memorial Library
officially opened.

13
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The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the first meeting held on March 27,
1946, which eventually led to the establishment of the Greenspond Memorial Library:

Greenspond, March 27, 1946

A meeting was held in the Orange Lodge for the purpose of considering ways
and means to erect a monument, marble slab or bronze plate to the memory of our
men who paid the supreme sacrifice in World War Two, Mr, Cecil Carter, J, P, was
appointed chairman and W, H, Wright, Secty,

It was moved by Rev, Legrow, V, C, Minister, and seconded by Mr, Edward
Wheeler that we erect a suitable memorial, It was carried unanimously,

It was moved by Mr, Fred Burry and seconded by Mr. Edgar Burry that we write
the stone cutters in St, John's asking for information regarding a slab or a bronze
plate to be attached to the present monument. The proposition was rejected,

It was moved by Rev, Legrow and seconded by Mr, Sidney Burton that if there
wasn't sufficient space to engrave the names on the monument we endeavour to get
another memorial and place it by the side of the present monument The motion was
carried,

A committee was then nominated as follows,'
Chairman: Mr. Cecil Carter
Secretary: W,H, Wright
Rev, Legrow, Mr, Edward Wheeler and Mr, Frank R, Carter

Moved nomination should cease. Carried.
There was also a collecting committee nominated consisting of the following

names_'
Mr, Geo. Carter, down town
Mr, Sidney Burton, centre
Mr. Edward Burry (of Stephen), west end
Mr, Samuel Cooze, Ship Island
Mr, Wm. Burton, Back of Is/and

Moved nomination should cease.Carriedll
It was also moved, seconded and carried that the secretary post notices in

three prominent places that the collectors would ma/<e a house to house collection
beginning April 1st for the purpose of collecting money for the memorial and also
another in the fall or soon as convenient.

There was no other busines,s the meeting was adjourned followed by the
singing of the National Anthem.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

50
50

1.00
10~OO

5.00
2.00
1,00
5.00

50.00
$75.00

$ 72,11
184,90

1,25
,40

50,65
29,75
20,50
44,00
15,00
2.50
1.00
5,00
3,00
5.00
5.50

10.00
5.00

$451~ 16

Eric Blackwood
Hector King
Albert Wright
Raymond Osmond
Ebenezar Blackwood, Grand Falls
Cecil Granter, Grand Falls
Arthur Hawkins, Grand falls
Lewis Barrow, Grand Falls
Blandford Family per D. Blandford

April 18 From Mr, Geo Carter, collector
22 From Mr, Sidney B~rton, collector

From Mr, Sidney Burton, collector
Jos Coward entered on Sidney Burton's list

15 From Edward Burry (of Stephen), collector
From Wml! Burton, collector
From Samuel Cooze, collector
Loyal Orange Lodge
Society United Fishermen
Walter L, Burry, Clarenville
Ray White, St, John's
Girls Friendly Society
Mr,& Mrs, Malcolm White, St John's
Salvation Army Home League
Mr. Geo, Carter, collector
Ladies Aid United Church
Llewellyn Granter, St. John's
This amount posted up in post officeJune 13

June 14
14
26
25

July 25
25
25
25

Aug 28

Aug 28, 1946 Total $526. 16

1947,'

Jany 3 From Mr. Cecil Carter:
Donations from St. John's collected by
Gordon Do wden 20.50

$546.66
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From WP,A, Greenspond per Mary Hunt
From G. B. Walters
Balance from Patriotic Association for
Roll of Honour

Total $570.66

20,00

4,00

March 30 Donation from
Mr. Robert Saunders $ 100. less exchange
of$1.17

1949:

Jany 31

March 2

April 8

Donation from Ralph Meadus
Received from
Mr. C. Carter for clapboard sold

From Public Libraries Board
Gosling Memorial Library

United Trading Company, Greenspond

Total $1530.28

DONA TIONS FOR LABOUR ETC. (Not cash)

2.50

7.75
$679.74

$840.54

10,00

From Mr. F. R. Carter
To Trinity for ordering lumber
Storage on material
40 hrs labour etc, at 50 cents hour

From G. B. Walters
15 hours labour for drawing plans

16

$15,00
20.00
20.00
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From Mr_ Reg Bragg
Material supplied
1 ladder
13 1/2 hours labour

From Mr, C~ Carter
30 hours labour
30 barrels of gravel @ $1,20

From Mr~ Harold White
30 hours labour

From Mr~ Edgar Button
15 hours labour

From Mr~ Jack Bragg
15 hours labour

From Mr. Albert White
50 hours labour

From Mr. Fred Bragg
50 hours labour

From Mr. Asher Burry
50 hours labour

From Mr. Ed Wheeler
25 1/2 hours labour

From W, H. Wright, Secretary and Treasurer
work 80 hours

17

6,00
5,00

16,75

15,00
36,00

15,00

7.50

7,50

25.00

25.00

25.00

12.75

60.00

Total $325.00
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INTERVIEW WITH JEAN (BURRY) WHITE

Interview with Jean White at her home, 99 Commonwealth Avenue, Mount Pearl on
·February 28, 1994, Jean was born in Greenspond and was married to the late Robert
Whitet They have three children: Gordon, Barbara and Bernice,

Interviewer: Now, Jean, start at the beginning,

Jean: I was born Jean Burry in Greenspond, Bonavista Bay, I'm not telling you my
age. My parents were Llewellyn and Elizabeth Burry, She was a Burry before she was
married. Her mother was a Squires from Eastport, Dore Squires, Her parents c.ame
from England,

Intervie\(\ler: Do you have brothers and sisters?

Jean: Yes, Raymond, Marion, Josie and Verna, Verna was here all day, today, That's
when you s.hould have come in, That's all we talked about today was olden times,
Baxter brought her in about quarter to ten. She sat in the big chair and I sat in the
rocl<ing chair. Baxter, her husband, is Baxter Parsons from Bloomfield.

My brother Raymond was married to Catherine Wheeler from Greenspond. He
died about three years ago. You knows Edward Wheeler and Aunt Lizzie Wheeler used
to live over on Ship's Island, you know the little short wo·man, she was part Eskimo,
well that was Catherine's mother.

My sister Marion, she died in October, She was married to Albert Snelgrove.
He was from Lower Island Cove. Josie is married to Gordon Janes.

Interview.er: I must ask you now that we're talking about Josie and Gordon, is their
house near the cemetery? Was that a Catholic cemetery?

Jean: Yes. The Catholic cemetery is right by there. The Catholic Church was right
across from them. What they call the chapel. That's over near.,. you know where Ned
Coward used to live. Well there's a little lane that goes up there, well that's where
the chapel was. Chapel Lane it was called. I can remember the chapel. There was
nobody going to it then. It was ina state of disrepair.

Interviewer: You can see the headstones in the cemetery. I think the priest used to
come over from St. Brendan's. Hannah Kennedy was the last Catholic buried there.
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Jean: Yes, Aunt Hannah Kennedy, I think the Church of England minister buried her,
And in the spring the priest come down from St, Brendan's and buried her allover
ag,ain, You know, did the ceremony,

Intervie\Ner: Did you go to school in Greenspond?

Jean: Yes, the Salvation Army School. I never finished grade ten, My sister, Verna,
she got grade eleven.

Intervievyer: That's a lot, Nat many got that much education then, Why did you give
up school?

~ean: I came up here [St. John's] and went to work, went in service,

Interviewer: Everyone went in service, didn't they? Who were you with?

Jean: I went with a Mrs. Chafe, She lived down off Queen's Road. Then when I left
there, I went to work with Emma Sweetapple. That's my father's cousin.

Intervie\IVer: Are they from Glovertown?

J.ean: She's from Greenspond but he's from Glovertown. His name was Dawson
Sweetapple and she was Emma Burry from Greenspond.

Interviewer: Now, how did you hear of Mrs. Chafe?

Jean: Well my sister, Marion, was working with Rev. Burns of Gower.

Interviewer: Rev. Burns. He was the minister of Gower Street Church? How did she
hear of the job?

Jean: I don't know. She came up here looking for work and probably got in with
someone who knew the Burns were looking for somebody. The Chafes were friends
of the Burnses and Mrs, Burns asked Marion where she could get a girl. And Marion
said my sister is looking for a job. She said "tell her come on, If This was in 1942, I
came up on the Sagona.

Interviewer: This was when the war was on. Was this your first time out of
Greenspond?
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Jean: Yes,

Interviewer: Was it exciting?

Jean: Yes, It was exciting, Yes, Mr. Chafe was down to meet me, When he came
down for me at the railway, when I got in the car he asked me if I was nervous
coming up? And I said no. And he said, "Didn't you think about the submarines?"
And I said, no, that wasn't in my mind. He knew a girl when he was overseas by the
name of Jean, Jeannie. And every now and then he used to sing "I Dream of Jeannie
with the Light Brown Hair,"

I didn't stay with them very long, I was there about four months. They were
alright but they wanted everything done. Mostly what I done was serve the meals
because they had another girl there, She was from up in Trinity somewhere. They had
two girls and we had to do everything. We used to sleep right up on the top floor, and
they slept down on the next floor, and then the living room and dining room was
down on the next floor and then downstairs was the coal bunker cause they used to
burn coal then. We used to have to bring it up to put it into the stove. And they had
laundry tubs in the kitchen and most of the laundry was done by scrub board.

Interviwer: Did you have to look after the children, too?

Jean: No, they were 12 and 14 years old and could look after theirselves.

Interviewer: What did he do, Mr. Chafe?

Jean: He used to work at the Daily News, I believe.

Interviewer: How much did you get paid?

Jean: Ten dollars a month. I left after four months. They were talking about moving
in the country for about a month or six weeks. And she said you'd have to scrub
floors and bring water from the well. So I said to Marion I'm not going in there. So
anyway father was up here working. He did carpenter work.

I left the Chafes and went in with Emma Sweetapple, my father's cousin. They
lived up on Campbell Avenue. Father used to come in there a lot and Stanley used to
board there, you know Stanley Burry. Emma had six boarders. So I helped her out.

Interviewer: How much did you get paid there?

Jean: Fifteen dollars a month.
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Inr~rvie\IV~r:Did you have to worl< all year round? Did you get time off in the summer?

Jean: No, No, You'd get one day off a weel< and every seoond weel<end off. You'd
get off Saturday night and Sunday night, But you'd go back there to sleep, You'd get
off Sunday to go to prayers. I went to the Salvation'Army on Adelaide Street.

l"tervieVV(3r: Did you know Mom [Joyce (Carter) White] and Aunt Leah [Leah (Burry)
W'hite] then?

~ear~: No. Leah wasn't in here then. I thinl< she was still up in New York then. 1942.
I don't know. The first time I met your mother was when we had our wedding.

Intervievyer: Is that right? When did you get married?

J E3 an: We were married down to Gower Street in 1942. Nina White [Bob White's
sister] was maid of honour and Albert was best man. Nina went away in 1944. Nina
used to work down at Gerald S. Doyle.

Interviewer: Was she in· service too 7

Jean: She used to be in service until she got the job down Gerald S~ Doyle. She used
to work in the factory where they made the cod liver oil.

Interviewer: Where was she in service? Gosh, every woman in Greenspond went in
service, didn't they.

J,eao: She was in service with the Perlins. Her Clnd Olive Crocker .. Then she went in
service with somebody up on Patricl< Street. And from that she went away to the
States.

Interviewer: Did you know BO'b in Greenspond before you got married?

Jean: Dh yes.

Interviewer: Where did you live in St. John's?

Jean: First we lived 'on Calver Avenue when we moved in in 1947. Gordon and
Barbara were born in Greenspond and Bernice was born in here. Then we moved over
on Freshwater Road in 1964. Mother and father was up with us that winter cause she
had cancer. They used to stay most of the time with us. And she'd stay in here in
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Mount Pearl with Verna. She died then in 1965. Father went back to Greenspond and
then he'd come in here, Verna and Baxter moved back to Bloomfield and he went out
there. Then he'd go back to Josie, Move back and forth like that, And then he got
sick.

We moved off Freshwater Road and down to Winchester Street in 1968. I
started working over the Grace Hospital then. I was there until 1986 in the diet office.

Interviewer: Now, tell me about your mother, the first librarian in Greenspond, That's
Mrs. Elizabeth Burry, Did she have education?

Jean: Yes. She was a teacher first. I'll tell you where she taught. Up in New Harbour.

Interviewer: Where's that to?

Jean: Up around the point [Shoe Cove Point]. Up in New Harbour. There weren't
many families up there then. So when she came home in June, that was it, Yes, when
she came home in June she said that was it. She didn't like teaching.

Interviewer: Now, where was she born?

Jean: She was born in Pond Head. Her parents were Dora Squires from Eastport and
Aaron Burry from Greenspond.

Interviewer: How did they meet?

Jean: He always had schooners, what they called bulleys then. And I suppose going
up the bay that's how he met her.

Interviewer: When he had schooners, did he go into St. John's with his fish?

Jean: Yes. I can just remember him. He died a young man. He wasn't very old. One
time on the Labrador fishing he got a hook in his finger and it turned to blood
poisoning, So on their way up they took him into St. Anthony and they cut off the
finger to the joint but it was gone further up and he died that winter. It never healed.
He was 68 or 69.

Interviewer: Jean, who were your father's parents? Llewellyn Burry's parents.

Jean: Sarah Hunt and Mark Burry.
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Interviewer: Is he Mark Burry from Newell's Island? The man that had the ferry going
back and forth to Ship Island. Clarence Burry told me about him.

Jean: Yes, that's him, Marky Burry.

Interviewer: Can you remember them?

Jean: Yes, Gordon was about three years when she died.

Intervievver: Was Sarah Hunt a Hunt from Ship Island?

Jean: Yes. Aunt Fanny Burry was her sister. Fanny's husband was Saul Burry, That's
Clarence Burry's grandparents, Fanny and Saul Burry. See, we're related, Clarence
Burry and myself. Fanny had another sister over the Main, over in Port Nelson, that's
Louie White. She was my grandmother's sister. Sarah Hunt's brothers were: William
(Billy), Thomas, Noah and Henry. Noah and Henry were over on Ship's Island. And
then there was Aunt Ella Hunt. She married a Young and they lived in Long Island,
New York. There was also Parker Hunt,

Interviewer: We've lost the librarian, Elizabeth Burry. I think we got sidetracked.

Jean: She was born in Pond Head, She was a school teacher for a year, She had
grade eleven. Mr. Crummey was there then, you see, as teacher. She didn't like
teaching. So then she got a job down the Union Store. She was there for two or three
years perhaps, I don't know, and from that she got married to father. Father lived on
Newell's Island,

Interviewer: So they lived on Newell's Island. When did they move over to
Greenspond?

Jean: Well, I was the first one born in Greenspond. Marion and Raymond were born
on Newell's Island.

Interviewer: And you and Josie and Verna were born in Greenspond.

Jean: I was born ... you know where Dot Woodland lives ... well there is a house right
up from that, right up by the road and it was Charlotte Granter's house, She had a
son named Ray. Well that's where I was born. In that house. While father was getting
the house built we lived there for a few months and then we went and lived up on the
island, up ... do you know where Aunt Polly Wheeler lived? Well we lived up there for
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two or three months until father got the house built,

Interviewer: And where did he build the house?

Jean: Where Wince [Winston Burry] is living now.

Interviewer: Oh, I see, across from the Salvation Army School. You didn't have far to
go to school. Do you know why they moved off Newell's Island?

Jean: Well, I suppose. Well, a lot of men went away to New York to work, And father
was one of those. He was up there I think for three years, Go up in the spring and
come back in the fall. He did that for three years. That was in the 1920s,

Interviewer: When did he die, your father?

Jean: In 69, 1969. And mother died in 1965, My mother was 69 years old and my
father was 79 when he died.

Interviewer: Did he do carpentry work in New York?

Jean: He had done fishing, you know, But there was no fish. So he worked around
the Island, He worked down in Port Hope Simpson for two years. He was down there
with those people from Glovertown, the Sweetapples. He did carpentry. And he
worked in Grand Falls and Corner Brook and he worked in here, in St. John's, a lot.
He built a house on Empire Avenue. And he helped build a house on Hamel Street, It
used to be Cec Oakley's house.

Interviewer: When he came home did he bring things back with him?

Jean: He brought me back a doll and he brought Josie back one too. They were big
dolls. Nice. Their bodies were straw but hands and face were porcelain. And he
brought me back a little dog, a yellow one with a red ribbon on it's neck. And I had
that dog untiL .. we used to keep her in the front room ... and we had a little round
table in the corner, and the family Bible used to be there. And that's where the dog
used to be kept, on the family Bible.

Interviewer: You didn't play with it?

Jean: No. Wasn't allowed. When I got married and went to Pond Head I took my dog
with me. And my doll. One day a little fellow came to the house. He was about two
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or three years old, Walter Pond, That's Evelyn and Harry Pond's son. He came down
to the house and he saw the dog and he wanted her, .He used to cry for the dog. So
I gave it to him, But my doll, I had that one until we moved in here in 1947 and Aunt
Clare Downer took her and did her up and gave her to Vera, Ben Downer's daughter,
I didn't bring her in here, no.

Interviewer: You were in service and then left the Sweetapples to get married, Did you
and Bob stay here or go back to Greenspond?

Jean: We stayed in here for four months, Bob got laid off, see. Bob worked at the
butter factory.

Interviewer: I didn't know that. How come he came into St, John's? To go to work,
to07 Everybody came into St. John's to get work.

Jean: Oh, yes, that was the main place, here and in Gander when the war was on,
He we.nt to work with the butter factory and then he went to work with Bill Lovelace,
Painting.

Interviewer: Is that Lovelace from Greenspond?

Jean: Yes. So we'll get back to mother now.

Interviewer: Yes, we get off track.

Jean: Yes we do, Mother was librarian for years and years,

Interviewer: When she came back and worked at the Union Store for a few years and
then she got married.

Jean: Yes. After all her family was gone she went to work as the librarian ... She was
librarian until 1964. Harry Wright was looking after the library, That's Ralph Wright's
brother. Harry Wright asked her if she would go, He said it would be a good job for
her. She didn't want to at first but he kept on after her. So she said she'd try it. She
used to get a lot of letters and books from Bob Saunders, Robert Saunders.

Interviewer: Oh , yes, Robert Saunders. That's Louise Saunders's brother. 1--18's the one
who used to write up in the Newfoundland Quarterly.
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Jean: Yes, she used to get letters from him. And he used to send down for stuff. And
mother used to get stuff from the library and ask people in Greenspond things and
she'd send the information to him. Yes, that's where he got a lot of information from
for his articles.

Interviewer: You haven't got any of his letters?

Jean: No, maid. Mother knew Jessie Mifflen. She used to come here to St, John's for
the librarians' meetings, I got a picture of her with the librarians ,at a meeting.

Interviewer: Tell me about her wanting to get her hair done when she came to St.
John's for the librarians conference.

Jean: Yes, she 'wanted to get her hair done. So I took her out to Murphy's on Blatch
Avenue, a beauty parlour on Blatch Avenue. First time ever getting her hair done. And
she wanted it cut so they cut it to shoulder length. Mother always had a bun.

And so they then put her under the dryer, and when she was under the dryer
she'd 1001< over at me and say it was too hot and that she was going to get out from
under it. I'm not staying here she'd say. And she made me ashamed so I put the paper
up in front of me eyes so I wouldn't see her.

So when the lady took her out, her hair was still wet. But the hairdresser had
to let her go. She said to me, your mother is some nervous. That was the first time
she was ever in a beauty parlour. So when we came out through the door she said
to me "First time in and last time in." Never again she said would she have her hair
done in a beauty parlour.

When we got home, then, she was trying to get it up in bun and didn't know
how cause it was too short. So she went in the room, in the bedroom, and tool< a
card of clips and when she came out she had it done, all pinned back and a hairnet
on. And that's how she went to her meeting.
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Greenspond Memorial Library
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Elizabeth Burry _.. First Librarian GreenspondMemorial Library

Over: Elizabeth Burry at the Librarians Conferenoe in St. John's (Seated, second from
the right)
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PICNIC ON COPPER ISLAND - Do you know when this picture was taken?

Front Row: Left to Right

Annie (Baxter) Burry, Janet Barbour, Effie Burgess, Maggie Tulk, Mary (Gus) Carter,
Mellie Hounsell

Back Row: Left to Right

Josie Carter, Annie Stockley, Gertie Harding, Lizzie Burry, Llewellyn Burry, Ethel
Stratton, Lizzie (Granter) Benson

,




