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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the July issue of The Greenspond Lettc.·. Greellspond is an isla.nd.
situated on. tile nortllwest sid.e ofBonavista Bay. It was first settled over three l1u.ndred years
ago, in the late 16908, by people from the West Country ofEngland, predominantly Dorset,
Devon, I-Iampshire, and. Somerset. Greenspond is one oftIle old.est continuously inhabited
outports in Newfoundland.. According to Britisll Colonial Office records, Greenspond, ill
1698, was inhabited by 13 m.en, women and cl1ildren. By 1810, the population was 600 and
by 1901 the population had risen to 1,726. Greenspond was one ofthe major settlel11ents in
Newfoundland. It was an important fishing, shipping and commercial centre alld was called
"The Capital of the North. U

In the last issue ofThe Greenspond Letter I recommel1ded a. new book 011 the
sealing llldustry, The Ice Ilunters: A History of Newfoundland Sealing to 1914 by
Shannon Ryan, In it there is a reprint of the obituary of Captain Samuel Blandford that was
published. in The Evening Tele.gram 011 March 8, 1909. This obituary is reprinted here.
Lori Jerrett from Greenspond, who is a student at Memorial University, wrote a paper for a
Folklore course in which she provided the names of some of the fishing grounds around
Greenspond. Lori received much. of this infonnation throu.gh interviews with John Jerrett,
Arthur Jerrett, and Wilfred Carter. Excerpts from her paper appear in this issue. The editor
continues to document the rich architectural history of Greenspond. Pictures ofroot cellars,
stages, stores and fences are part of this history and are included here. Most of these
photographs were taken itl May 1995. In the early 1880s, Sylvester Gardiner visited
Newfoundland. and subsequently sent a report to England on the conditiol1S in Newfoundland
at that tune. The full report is held in the Centre for Newfoundlal1d Studies Archives at
Memorial University. An excerpt of the report Wllich details a case involving three men from
Greenspond who were accused. ofpetit larceny after salvaging ashipwrecked French
Brigantine is printed here. Next there is a copy of an excerpt from the Journal of the House
of Assembly for 1858 in which the Foreman ofthe Jury asks the Newfoundland
Government to fmish the new Court House which had been built in Greenspond alld to a.dd a
Gaol~yard.. Tllis lllformation was supplied to Ine by Trudy Jolmson, a. doctoral stud.ent in the
DepartulentofHistory, Memorial University. The Journals of the House of Assembly are
l1eld itl the Centre for Newfoundlal1d Studies and the Provincial Archives ofNewfoundland
al1d Labra.dor.

Isabel I-Ioddulott who was born in Greenspond and now lives in St. JOInl'S provided
me with an lllterestlllg story froln l1er childhood in Greenspond.. With the assistance of
George S11elgrove, Isa recollects the early days ofthe Girl Guide movement in Greenspond.
Isabel is tIle d.aug11ter of Sam and Ellen Hoddinott.
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I would lilce to thank all those who continue to write me. Thank you. very much for
your suggestions and commel1ts. Ena Burry, a Greenspond l1ative WllO now lives in
GlovertoW11 sent an article on the history ofMethodism in Newfoundland that had a picture
of tIle old Ututed Cl1urch in it. In tilis issu.e , there is another old. picture oftIle church taken
around 1880, It was taken before the porch was put on, Does anyone have allY more
information on this building? Who built it? A correction must be made to the last issue in
which I spelled I-IutchulS with a "'g, Philip Hutchins who had the store in Greenspond spelled.
Hutchins without a ~g, Gordon Burry who now lives in St, John's told me a story he heard
about Chalk Island., Apparently he heard that the sluall island bet-ween Ship Island and
Greenspond, just across from the government wharf, is called Chalk Island because years ago
when the schooners were frrst coming from England. they were loaded with ballast on their
trip out, The ballast was from the West Country where the land was made ofchalk. When
the schooners arrived in Greenspond they dumped their ballast overboard in the harbour and.
hence the name Chall( Island. Has anyone else heard of a name for tllis island?

I would like to remind readers that the Greenspond Come HOUle Year Committee is
busily mal(Ulg plans for August 1997. Ifyou would lil<:e further information, please write to
the Committee at P.O. Box 100, Greenspond, AOG 2ND,

The Greenspond Letter is published four times a year in January, April, July and
October. The cost is $5.00 per issue including postage and handling or $3.00 when
purchased in Greenspond. Ifyou have any questions or comments please write to:

Linda Wllite
37 Liverpool Avenue
St. John's, AIC 3B4
Newfoundland, Callada

4



The Greenspond~.etter'.yol.2, N().2, July 1995

DEATH LIKE A PASSJrNG BREEZE ENDS A USEFUL
AND HONOURABLE CAREER.

HON~CAPTAINBLANDFORD PASSED AWAY THIS MORNING
MARCIl 8, 1909

At 8 o'clock this morning after a useful alld honoured career Hon. Capt. Satuuel
Blandford, MIL,C., one ofNewfouudland's most noteworthy men passed into tllat sleep
Wllich is the awakening ofthe soul. The summons came su.d.denly as a. passing breeze,

On Friday last he was seen on the stre.et. Yesterd.ay he dilled at his residence witll a
nu.mber ofllis old friends among the sealing Captains before their departure for tIle icefields.
He was in his usual health and spirits, and recounted with them the adventures and. perils of
voyages past, little thinkUlg how soon the call would come to hun.

The Hon. Capt, Samuel Bland.ford was bom at Greenspond, August 10, 1840~ where
he was educated and is now nearly 69 years of age. He worlced with his father as a
blacksmith, al1d at tIle age of 16 assumed full charge ofthe business, which not only
included the profession ofvulcan but also a large fishery and supply business, I-Ie early tool\:
to the sea, and in 1864 assumed command ofthe brig Hebe, engaged in the seal fishery. He
subsequently commanded the brig Renfrew and the brig Isabella Ridley in the same
enterprise, In 1873 he was in tIle 8.8. Tigress, Captain I. Bartlett, which picl(ed up part of
the crew ofthe Polaris which had been adrift on the ice for five montlls. In 1874 he took
charge ofthe 8.8. Osprey which had previously been engaged in the mail service between
Halifax and St. John's. He subsequently commanded the steamer Iceland, from 1876 to
1878; Eagle, 1879; Esquimaux from 1850 to 1883; and since then the Neptune. In the
latter ship lle brought in the two largest loads of seals, both as to the number and weight, ever
landed.. He was mallager for .Tob Brothers and COlnpany, at BlatlC Sablon, Straits ofBelle
Isle, one of the earliest fishing establishments connected. with the trade ofNewfoundland. In
August 1893, he went to Cape Chidley in the 8.8. Nimrod, the first steamer prosecutulg the
codfishery on the Labrador~ and going 100 tniles farther north than any other vessels fishing
for cod, Captain Blandford also commanded tIle 8.8. Hercules from 1873 to 1875, which
vessel conveyed the circuit courts during that period. He also commal1ded the 8.8. Plover in
tIle maritime coastal mail service from 1875 to 1883, and was one oftIle most successful and
popular coastal captains the colony ever knew. In 1889 he was elected to represent his native
district, BOl1avista, itl the House ofAsselnbly, declined to contest the district itl 1893, was
appointed to the Legislative Council, Ron. Captain Blandford was married twice .. Miss
S.A. Ed.gar of Greenspolld, and a few years ago Mrs. Willcie ofI-Ialifax, Nova Scotia. I-Ie
retired from the fisheries some years ago al1d up to tIle time ofllis d.eath occupied the
position ofsllip's hu.sba.nd. with tIle Reid. Newfouildiand Company.
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I-Ion. Captain Bland.ford. was a man possessed of genuine benevolence and. sterling
worth. I-Ie was a d.evoted member of the Church ofEngland. and. foreillost in all movements
cOIUlected. witll that bod.y. He toole a particular interest ill tIle boys of the Church ofE1lg1a11d.
Orpllallage al1d. l11al1Y sprulgs too1e tllem for a trip 011 the 11arbour lllllis stealuer before
leavlllg for the sealfishery. I-Ion. Captain Bland.ford. is survived. by a widow, two sons, l-Ion.
S.D. Bland.ford, Minister ofAgriculture and Mines, and Ed.gar, now in Montreal, and one
daughter, Mrs. H.I. Duder, for whom general sympathy will bOe felt in their bereavement.
The ful1eral talces place at 3 o'clocl( on Wedllesd.ay from llis late resid.ence, Hopedale,
Circular Road.

---------...--11II1••• \.,.~. e....J.......•• e ]Ill.._------------.......
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The Brave Women from Ship Island Save
Drawbridge:

Thanks to Rachel Carter, Maude Carter, and Lizzie
Mullet

Rachel Carter, Maude Carter, Lizzie Mullet, they were the ring leaders. The)) were al!
tl1ere. Tl1at was in tl1e 1930 or 1931. They all lived over hel"e on Sl1ip Island. The
drawbridge was put up in the fall, see, and that 'l1Jas next spring when they startedfishing,
you know, the crowd up in Pond Head, goingfishing in their bulleys, you know, big boats,
sail boats, and they couldn't get down through. They had to go out around or hoist the
bridge up. That lvas a drawbridge, the first one. A real drawbridge, you ',now, the top used
to lift. Well, that was too much work or'tl~ouble, lifting up the bridge. They didn't want the
drawbridgefront the start. They didn't want that. So they were going to come down and tear
it down, chop it down. Oh, ))es, they come down with axes, yes. In their boats, their small
boats. No, they didn't land, no the)) never landed. There was a magistrate and a policeman
here at the time but it was the women stopped theIn, you know. The old man Lovelace said
to the women, "What has the women got to do with it?" And Rac/1el Cal~ter said: "I'll let you
know what the women got to do with it ifyou comes ashore here." Anyway the Magistrate
Janes was here then and he come down and told the men they dare not touch it. You
couldn't touch government property. Yes, the women from Ship Island wanted the
Drawbridge, they could go over to Greenspond to the stores and the children could get to
the school. Yes, they saved the Drawbridge.
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. (O"DfM"ED TO DIE fOR PETIT LAR(f"Y:
6EOR6E (LARK DIE~ Of 6RIEf

Sylvester Gardiner was bom in South Kingston, Rhode Island in 1707.1 He studied
medicine in New York, England. alld. France, and. eventu,ally established. a practice in Boston.
He eventually brallclled. out ofmedicine into the phannaceutical trade, importing medicines
for distribution alld sale. I-Ie su.bsequ.ently became a very wealthy man. At the beginning of
the American Revolution in 1776, he left Boston when the British evacuated and he then
11loved. to Halifax. Gardiner made his way to Newfoundlal1d aroUl1d tIle years, 1783 to
1785. While in Newfoundland lle wrote a report on conditions in Newfoundlalld. that lle
forWarded to the British Government. Thery were many reports written about Newfoundland
for and by British government officials in the 1600s and 17008, particularly about the
feasibility of settlement and tIle effect settlement might have on the very lucrative fishery that
was conducted by the mercantile companies based in tIle West Country ofEngland.
Gardiner's report is a very positive one, strongly sUpportUlg settleluent and tIle development
ofju.dicial and govenmlental systems. It presents an optimistic picture ofNewfoundland as a
valu.able part of the Britisll Empire particularly with the recent loss of tile American colonies.
The story of George Clark and other two other fishermen from Greenspond and their run in
with the law is printed here. Garduler wrote:

The present govel/1nment ofNewfoundland such as it is, is in the Ad/11iralty. They send
out an Admil/lal annually for tlle Governor wl10 l~esides at St. Jol1n's tl1e capital oftl1e Island,
during the fishing season which generall)) lasts near, or quite four months. His Commission
authorizes him to appoint courts ofo))er and tel/l/niner, and Justices ofPeace in an))
harbouring tl1e Island. There are likewise justices Courts appointed b)J him to be held at St.
John's once evel)) week. These lvith the court ofVice-Admil"alt)J aJ~e the only COUltfts
instituted in the Island. Tl1e judges who compose tl1e court ofoyer and fer/niner are
usuall)) the judge ofthe ad/niralty who presides as president, two or tl1ree justices, and one
or tl1JO merchants, men not the least acquainted with either law, or the forms ofit. Their
con1n1ission is during the session and renewed evely))ear. The)) have no salaries and

1 Sylvester Gardiner's report is held in the British Library (Additional
Manuscript 15,493). A photocopy ofthe report is held at the Centre for .
Newfoundland Studies Archives, Memorial University. The biographical
ulfonnatioll was provided by Bert Riggs, arcllivist at the Celltre.
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therefore we n1a)) suppose make the 11l0st oftheir places. The expense ofthe most trifling
cause is commonly £20 - and the poor wretches by paying it, feel much misery and distress.
The six people usually on the bench on these occasions with the sheriffhave each two
guineasfor every trial. The clerk ofthe court, gaolerf

, and constable fees, make up the
residue, so that ratl1er tl1an be at so 11eavy an expense to prosecute, tl1e culplAit often goes
withoutpunishment. I would like to mention one or two circumstances ofoppression"which
is too comn10nl)) practiced there.

In the summer of1784 a French brig. was wrecked at an out Port, called G,Aeens
Pond, about 60 LeaguesfiAom St. John's. The inl1abitants w110 are calledplanters, and in
general are much in debt (in the early part ofthe fishing season) to the Merchants who
suppl)) thel11, finding tl1e ship must be lost, made fi"ee with S0111e ofthe property on board;
whic/1 occasioned the French captain to go to St, John's, and complain to Mr. Gell, the
judge ofthe Vice Admiralty court, lfho immediately issued out a process against sixteen of
the principalplanters andfishermen, who he pretended hadplundered this Vessel, and in
the height ofthe fishing season, they were all sent Prisoners to St. John's to be iriedfor
their lives, andfor that purpose detained there in custod)) until October. At the same time
(previous to trial) their effects were all attached. The 'consequences was that upwards of
£1500 is said to have been lost by this unlawful act.

The men were all acquitted except one who beingfound guilty ofhaving endeavoulAed
to secret some goods fronl onboard the wr~clc, was condel11ned to die. But so shocking was
this decree for afault or crime, which in this country would be deemedpetit larceny, that
the French captain and the other prosecutors petitioned the Governor to pal"don him, who
11umanely complied with the request. The poor Inan, b)) name ofGeorge Clark was so
shocked at the treatment he sustained, together with the loss ofhis property, (which was all
sold by order o/the Judge ofAdmiralty, and the amount is now·in his hands) that he came
to England and soon died with grief It is melanc1101)) to lAelate tl1at sOlne ofthese poor men
were triedfor their lives, merel)),for having a dozen spi/ce nailsfound upon them, which
the)) delil)ered up, to the first person who appeared to llfeceive theln. The cruelty ofthese
proceedings needs no con1ment. Had a Court been instituted directl)) and apelAson
acquainted with the laws appointed to tlY them on the spot, the injured l1Jould have been
redressed and the guilty, ifa11Y, punished and these industlAious men, by being ei11plo))ed in
tl1e fisher)) during tl1e season enabled to n1ake good tl1eir payments to their employers. Or
bail nligl1t have been talcenfor their appearance after the fishing season was over, but that
would not have suited t11e purpose ofthe Adnliralf)) Court at St. John's. Thefees ofw11ich
are most enormous. It is surprising to relate, that all causes ofproperty are decided in this
court, the expense ofwhich is .seldom less than £25 Sterling, let the affair be ever so trifling.
Ever)) wise and equitable governments, extends their benefits to allparts ofits dOl1linions,
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and to act il11partiall)) for the general good afthe w/101e comlnunit)). Let it then be
remembered that the poor people ofNel1foundland, are ourfellow subjects andpossess an
equal clain1 to the benefits ofour constitution, with the rest oftheir fellow slJbjects in
Britain, as far as their local situation will adl11it oj
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FISHING GROUNDS

Lori ~Terrett from Greellspond WllO is a student at Memorial
University ofNewfoundland wrote a term paper on the
nalnes of fislllllg grounds around Greellspolld Islalld, TIle
following are tIle llanles and. descriptions of SOllle of tllese
groullds, Lori llad tlrree Greenspond fisllermen provide ller

with this information: Arthur Jerrett, John Jerrett, and.
Wilfred Carter, Arthur Jerrett provided the following:

1, Ireland Shoals is 11 .fatlloms, TIle mar!<s is Sl10e Cove Point Ligllt lined up witll tIle
l1ead. of Copper Island and. the tower in Wesleyville open in Flowers Island Ticlde,

2, Spul~rell's Rock: Puffin,Island Light house IUled up witl1 SIloe Cove POUlt alld tIle
Salvation Army Church lined up with the western end ofFI<?wers Island.. The water on
this spot is 22 fathoms. .

3, Lydia: A big white building in Wesleyville over Mid.dle Butterfly Island and Shag Rock
lined up witl1 a V llotell on the tuainland. The mall WI10 found tIlis spot named it after Ilis
daughter.

4. Tanzie: Pigeon Necl< IUled up with the light 011 Shoe Cove Point alld the Salvation Army
Church on Wesleyville lined up with the outside Butterfly Island. It was called. Tanzie
because tIle first fish caught there was a tanzie. Shoals on this spot are 15 fathoms deep
on leaving tIle sIloa1s and ground to tIle east, tIle water gets deeper rapidly. It changes
frolu 15 fatlloms to 68 fatIloluS. Good place for tIle fislliate in the seaSOll.

5. Jo Go: It's marked by a notell on the mainland IUled up witil Puffin Islalld light and. tIle
water tower in Newtown IUled up witll tIle western, POlllt ofFlower's Islalld. It is 12
fathoms. The shallowest water lies from the shoals heading straigllt for the water tower
in Newtowll. This spot of ground is a good place for a trawl.

6. I(ennedy: Tllis spot of ground got tlrree slloallQ1obs witll deep water itl between tllelu.
Olle lnark is good for tlrree of tllenl is Pidgeoll Rocl( IUled up witIl SIIO~ Cove POUlt. TIle
otller nlark tllere is westenl pOUlt offFlower's Islalld.. TIle lniddle spot is Pouch Islalld,
western Gull Rocl( lined u.p with tllewestenl elld. ofFlower's Islalld. TIle itlside spot is a
blacle spot 011 Pou.ch Island lined. up witll Flower's Rocle.

7. Allan Wright: TIle marIes of tIlis· spot is Pu.ffin Island. light lined. up with Fox I-Iarbour
I-Iead. alld. tIle cllurell itl Bad.ger's Qu.ay litled up witil tIle Little SIlag Rocl(, tIle water 011
tllis spot is 15 fatlloluS deep.

[TIlis article will COl1tulu.e itl future editiollS of The Greenspond Letter]
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From the Journal of the House of Assembly of Newfoundland, 1859

The Court House

PRESENTMENT OF GRAND JURY AT GREENSPOND
REGARDIl'fG COURT HOUSE, GAOL YARD, AND GAOLER'S SALARY

Grand. Jury Room
Greenspol1d., September 9tl1, 1858

The Grand Jurors for OUf Sovereign Lad.y the Queel1, upon their oaths, present the
presellt unfinislled state of tIle Court~llouse, and the absolute necessity tllat exists for
completing it without delay; tIle great want tIlat is felt by not llaving a Gaol~yard, wllere
persons Inigllt obtaul fresl1 air, whicll is so necessary tohealtll; they further beg leave to
present tllat the present Gaoler, George Bridle, has for the past two years leept the Gaol and
attended to tIle several prisoners confined without receiving any relluilleration, and tllat it
would he but an a.ct ofjustice to 11m to be placed. on the same footing as the Gaolers in
Bonavista or Twillingate.

For self alld fellow jurors,

John S. Loclcyer,
Foreman.

This isa newCourt~house;it is necessary to finish it; a gaol-yard. is quite indispellsable. I
sllould. think tilat £5,0, judiciously expellded, would. suffice for the above purposes,

B.R.
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The First Greenspond Girl Guide Company
By

Isa L.Hoddinott

I was a lueillber of tIle first Greellspolld Girl Guide COlupallY establislled. by A1ulie
Lou. I-Iutcllins aroUlld. 1920. S11e fou.11d.ed. tIle compally wIlen she retu.nled to Greenspolld. and.
established herself as a private music teacher. Annie Lou became ulterested. in and involved
wit11 the Girl Guid.e movement d.uring the time she was a pupil at Bisl10P Spencer College in
8t.Jolul'S.

. A1ulie Lou. recruited. tIle first melubers of tIle newly fonned guide comp'allY froin ller
lllusic pupils, but slle did. not restrict membership in tIle Guide ConlpallY to that particular
group as others were encouraged to JOUle I was tal<ulg piano lessons from 1Ier andjumped at
the challce to join when she asl<ed me.

The first Girl Guid.e meetings were 11eld 011 the top floor oft11e Hutcllins' home. This
large rOOln, called tIle ball room was wllere tIle family entertained and Annie Lou llad.ller
studio. It was a wOllderful place where tIle Hutclllll8 entertained their guests at parties. It
was there tllat I learned to squ.are dance, western style, followlllg tIle directions of a caller.
The Hutchins had records of squ.are dance music with the callers voice giving directions to
the dancers. It was a new and. exciting experience for a young school girl.

Pllilip Hutchins,·a native ofMancIlester, England, owned a large general store dealulg
ill dry goods,crocl<ery and llardware. He llad llis store divided llltO departlnellts to display
11is various classes ofmerchalldise. He was 110t a fisll merchant. His hOlne was on tIle second
floor umnediately above the store, tIle ball room fonned the third floor. I ullderstand that itl
later years about llalf of this buildulg was removed .

Mr. Hutchins 11ad. come to Greenspond by way of St. John's, where he had been
employed. itl tIle Department Stores operated by W.G.I(nowlulg alld. located on· Water Street.
Tllis COIupailY went bal1krupt itl tIle post First World. War d.epressioll. Mr. Hutcllins lnarried
a Newfoulldlalld girl, Miss Editll WUlsor.

The Guide Compally became too large for tIle ballroolll so Mr. I-Iutchuls allowed. us to
use tIle old. Bank ofMontreal buildulg wllicllile had acquired wlle1l the ban1e closed this
brancll. We shared this build.ing witlI Mr. I-Iutchuls brotller, Fred', 1000wn locally as Freddie.
Mr. Fred.l-Iutchins was Greenspolld.'s photographer and. operated his stu.dio itl tllis building.
I-Ie was always lleatly dressed alld. spol<e witll a precise Ellglisll accellt wllicll sOl11etnnes
caused. COllllllUllicatioll problelns witll sOllle 1llelI1bers of tIle cOlmnunity.

Annie Lou. made sure tIle guiders of lIe! cOlnp~llY worl<ed for as 1Ilany as possible of
tile proficiellcy badges available under tIle guide training mallual. She called on tile InallY
experiellced people in Greellspolld ~o UIStruCt tIle guides itl heir badge worl< alld for
examnlers to give tllelll tIle llecessary tests to ~stablisll their proficiellcy. TIle tests for badges
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were not easy. Dr. Dou.gald. Jamieson, our resid.ent doctor in my tune, carried. out the
examinations for the bad.ge in first aid.. Doctors, teachers, magistrates, clergymen, sllips
captains, anyolle with speciallmowledge became ulvolved in our quest for our bad.ges.

Greenspolld. was a great place for dealulg with tIle outdoor empllasis of tIle Girl Guide
movement. Travelling on tIle water ill boat with our parents or frielld.s , visiting tIle islallds
for picnics or going up the bay to visit other places, to see relatives and. friends was all
part of the learning experience in dealing with nature. To accompany your father on a.
business trip was often an experiellce itl itself, as he would probably let you. steer the boat as
you. were usually alolle witllilun as tllis was a privilege that was given to you al1d each of
your brotllers or sisters itl tunl, It was a. nlu.cll sought after privilege.

Tile moods of the sky, sea alld the land were ever changing alld you learned to work
with tllelu, as your parents did:hl their daily lives, In the same way you picked up tIle lessons
ofnature, the birds, flowers, fish and. rocl<s, and with it you acquired a l<.nowledge of the oral
llistory of Greenspond. It gave me all interest itl ornithology and botally in whicll I
maulta:hled an ulterest until I was cOllfmed to a wheel chair,

Tilere was one :huportant part of our lives that the Girl Guide'lllovement tirrougll
Annie Lou itlstilled and reinforced in all ofus, it was that we must be willing at all tunes to
help others, We helped in community activities when ever the need arose. We helped older
people and the widows ofthe community, not in a moment ofpassing generosity, but on a
continuitlg basis. The Girl Guide Company did not originate this sense of serving others,
that was part of tIle community and fatuily spirit of Greenspolld. Antlie Lou, through her
guide compally and USlllg the spirit of service to others whicil is the back bOlle of the guide
'movemellt, reinforced and. directed this sense of service to others tllat it stayed witll us after
we left the Guides .

I elljoy lueetillg Girl Guides wIlen they come to visit with tileir brigllt smiles and
willing llallds. They are of all ages, grandluotllers, luotllers and daughters, we all have a
l(indred. spirit, friendship and interest, that is world wide and has its base itl the worl( of
people like Annie Lou Hutchins and her First Greenspond Guide Company.
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Christmas at Greenspond

In 1960 two reporters from CBC Radio in St. John's visited. Greenspolld. to record. a
Christmas at Greenspond. This program has been repeated. several times on CBC Radio.
TIle fol1owlllg is all excerpt frotn tIle progra.m. Does allYOlle Imow tIle nalue of the little girl
WllO read. tIle poenl, "My Doll alld. I"?

Merry Christmas Ladies, We're glad to see you here
And tllat includes tIle gentlelnen, and all the childrell tllere.
We have a Christmas program, that we llope you will enjoy

Because it meant a lot ofwork for every girl alld boy.
We'll bring you Christmas gladness, and good old~fasllioned clleer

I'm sure we have plenty for every body here.
We'll try our best to please you., in every single way

So don't you think you'd really better go ahead and. stay.

Dicl{ O'Brien: These words ofwelcome were delivered. by Gordon Burry, a young studellt
of tIle Salvation Army School itl Greenspond and. the traditional Clrristlnas carol is by tIle
students of St. Stephen's Anglican School. It is our way of inviting you to come with us to
the north side ofBonavista Bay to spend Christmas at Greenspond.

As lnost ofyou know Greellspolld is an islalld located about tllfee miles off the coast
in Bonavista Bay. We lnade our way to tllis Ilolne of tIle sealers via Valleyfield and Badger's
Qu.ayalld. we fOUl1d as ill everyol1e of our 1300 settIell1ents Greellspol1d.llas its own way of .
observulg tile Cltristtnas seaSOll. Cilarlie Carter's boat, Tile Sea Rider, tool( u.s froln
Val1eyfield. to Greellspolld alld. a great stonn ofWllld. drove 11loulltauls of spray over the tip of
Puffin Island. as we mad.e our way_ We fou.nd. Greenspond an interesting sight with its
houses set finnly in luallY levels 011 tIle llil1side. Olle of tile towtl'S best IOlOWl1 mercl1al1ts,
Frartlc Carter, llad us lueet a lnall WIIO, 11e says, blOWS tIle islalld's Ilistory bacl<=wards. His
l1alne Silas Sau1sbu.ry or Ul1cle Si.
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Silas Sainsbury: Greenspond. has beell inhabited. between two and tlrree hu.ndred years,
nearly tlrree l1ulldred. years. Tllere was a tUlle wIlen we had lligll 0111500 people 11ere but
tlley tuoved away to one pla.ce alld allotl1er. Tile last census w~ ha.d. rougll1y about 800.
For the lnost part they were fisllennell, born fisllermel1. Most all tIle you.ng mell11ere 110W are
fisl1ll1g in slnall boats. They sell tlleir fish to tile fish plant here, tIle Fisllery Prod.uets place.
And the schooners are gone out. We, one time, had between 250 and 300 schooners fitting
out from Greenspond., that was from Salvage to Lumsden. This was the headquarters on the
nortll side ofBOllavista Bay, you migllt·cal1 TIle Capital. We had a resident doctor and a
resid.ellt luagistrate and a resident policeman for l1early 200 years.

TIle fisilery tllis year is one of tile worst in Greenspond.. And. all the nortl1 side of
Bonavista Bay is tIle same. I'm retired, tllank goodness. I had nearly 60 years workulg. I went
to worl( when I was nille years old. and I'm 72 now. I went fishing down near Cape Fogo,
into the Wadhauls. We had a lot of small boats and big boats. The average wages, I suppose,
for the ordulary workulg man at .tllat time was around $300 a year. You could live quite
comfortable on that. Everybody grew tl1eir own vegetables and they got their own firewood.
Nobody bunled coal and there was only one or two tea parties in tIle year. You paid. your
cllurch and you paid your doctor alld you got married and you paid somebody a few dollars
for that. The church used to have a sale, they called a bazaar, once a year, and ifyou had'
twenty cents, the old. people called it a shilling, and if a boy had twenty cents then you were
well away. A bowl of soup was five cents and one of these old~fashioned gingerbreads was
two cents. You'd get along first rate." said Silas Saillsbury.

Dick O'Brien: III the Wllldow ofFral1k Carter's store was posted a Sigl1 almouncing that the
Christlnas concert in the SC11001 was to take place. It was Christmas too at the Fishermell's
Union Trading Company Store, the shelves well~stocked with goods for Christmas 1960 but
the hand·iohewn beams and the stair rails worn glass sluooth by many hands spoke the
meluory ofotller Christmases. David GUlllI talked to manager, Simoll Eveleigll.

David Guon: Is tllis tIle origulal buildulg tllat Slade and Cox Ilad 150 years ago?

Simon Eveleigh: Yes, this is tIle original building alld this building d.ates bacl, they say
about 150 years. As far as we call fitld out Slad.e alld Cox carried 011 a big fis11 trade. They
used to fit scl100ners for tIle Labrador fisllery. Tl1is was tIle Capital ofBOllavista Bay. I
ulld.erstalld. frOln SOllIe of tIle older foll< aroulld Ilere tiley could. reilleluber tIle people frolu
BOllavist' used. to COIne over llere to take su.pplies. And. all aroulld. tIle bay, F.air Islalld., Silver
Island, St. Brendan's and all tllem places. Greenspolld alld tllis store was the supplying centre
for all the north ofBOllavista Bay. This is a real nice place, YOU.IOlOW. tt

I
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Dicl{ O'Brien: ,Further U.p the island. at the Salvation Anny School, allotller Christmas
COl1cert. all stage at tIle Salvatioll Anny So1100l Arthur Coward. alld. Leslie Burry presetlt a
dialogue about tIle Cllfistmas spirit, Doctor Christn1as and Mister Grumbly.

Greellspond llas Ila.d.. a I011g associatioll witll tIle sealulg llldustry, llld.eed.l1la.ny call it
Tl1e Home oftl1e Swilers. We walld.ered up tIle road to a II01ne~ Itl tIle l<itcllell Mrs. Carter
was busy with the Christmas cal<e alld. in the parlour we tall(ed. to Sl<ipper Gus Carter.

David GUlln: Captain Carter, you.'ve been at the ice for quite a number ofyears. Can you
tell1ue how luany voyages you've tuade all together?

Captain Gus Carter: I ha.ve luade about tllirty~five voyages, sir. TIle lastolle was four
sprmgs ago.

David Gunn: Would you like to go again?

'Captain Gus Carter: I sure would, I sure would.. The first spring that I went to tlle seal
fishery was with Captain'Job Blandford, from Spaniard's Bay in Conception Bay. That must
be 40 year ago. I was silipwrecl<ed once with Captain Jack Bragg in tIle Florentia. She was
sOluethulg li1ce tIle Earl of Devon, sOluething li1<e Olle oftllose stealU trawlers you see. OlllY
small, carried about ten thousalld seals, I gu.ess. But we got in the ice, you 100ow, al1d there
was a storm ofwind on the outside and we couldn't get in thrOUgIl, only about a mile in
thrOUgll the edge of it. TIle itljectioll pUlnp choked and we gotjamnled up and beat holes itl
her. That was somewhere about sixty mile north of the Funl<s. We all was saved by The
Nascopie. Captain Abram I(ean came and piclced. us up, toolc us off of the wreclc and she
saillc. Tllere used to be a lot of sealulg boats go from tllis. Captaul Blalldford was in tIle
Southern Cross. I tlllllk he made tIle quicl<est trip tllat ever was made. I believe it was lline
days from land to land. I was out with Captain Peter Carter. The heaviest trip that was ever
brought in. We had 49,000 that spring. That was in tIle Ungava.

David Gunn: Mld. Captalll Gus Carter llas some luemories about otller Clrristnlases.

Captain Gus Carter: WIlel1 I was a boy we llad the old td?? pipes, we called. it, old. clay
pipes. And we'd. buy the pipes. A cellt, Olle cent for a clay pipe. It was about eight inches, tell
lllciles 1011g, I suppose. Alld we'd scrap off tIle spruce rilld off of tIle wood alld. we'd put it itl
a bag, a little bag, and we'd hang it up over the stove. Mld we'd dry it and tea leaves. And
we'd. sluol<e it Cltristnlas. all, yes, a proper bay tilt. It's differellt 110W. Begar, I dOll't
suppose I ever got anythillg. That's a fact. You migllt get an orallge or sometllillg lil(e that
or an apple. You'd.llave a snlaillittle Christluas tree, you lcnow. No presents. We would.n't
get a card..
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We might get one from' our sister WIlO was away, away out in the States somewhere, Every
Clrristmas we would. get one card. and now we gets a hUl1dred. and. one, We got fifty sellt
away now, already, And I suppose we got fifty come in 110W or 111ore.

Die){ O'Brien: At tIle Ullited Churc11 Se11001 too, a. Clrristlnas COllcert. What would
Cluistll1as be witIloUt dolls? For this little Greenspond. girl her doll eanlS special affection.

My Doll and I

Clrristluas Day will soon be llere
so I must tell my dolly dear

to be so very, very good
Mld act as all good. dollies should.
Now dolly don't you malce a fuss

Santa's going to come to us
I'lillallg your stocking llext to mine
DOIl't you think that will be fine?

Dick O'Brien: Noah Hunt is 85 years old., one of Greenspond's most solid citizens. He's
an old swiler of fame and we eavesdrop on a conversation lle was llavlllg witll storelceeper
Frank Carter.

Noah IIunt: Captaul Robert Bragg, yes. That was about 62 or 63 year ago. hl The
Ranger, I was out tlla~ spring with Captain Job I(nee, the year of tIle disaster.

Dick O'Brien: We were told that no visit to Greenspond is complete unless you meet Billy
Barrow. We found t~is to be true for lle's a jolly man and Olle of Inany talents.

David Gunn: Wllat did you d.o aroulld Greellspolld wllell you' were a yOUllg fellow, sir,
arou.nd. Clrristmas time?

Billie Barrow: We wel1tjalulyitlg. Olle tune we wellt d.OWll to Dowllers. Dowllers llad a
slnall110use. Me, Bill Richards al1d his wife. I-Ie was our policeillall for 16, 17 years, or
sOll1etllitlg. Mld we tool( a bucl(et of old mud, old dried up lnu.d alld. carried. it in. DOWller
was laying d.own on the settee U.p itl tIle con1er. He had. a piece of this white cord in llis
pocket. We asked Downer for SOlne beer. So we told hun we were gOlllg to blow up llis
llouse iflle didll't give us SOllIe beer. So we put tIle Inud 011 tIle stove it1 tl1is old. call, old.
buclcet, alld put tIle wllite cord ill it alld. put tIle luatcll to it. I-Ie got up alld. loolced at it alld
said., yes it's powd.er all rigIlt.
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So when it got nearly into the powd.er, he said. haul that cord. out of tilat and. I'll give you. all
the beer you wants. Putting llis hands u.p to his ears, you.lmow. It's soon going up, the
wllole lot ofus. So lle hauled tIle cord out of tile old dried mud..

Yes, lle fou.nd. out what we done al1d. he ,was gOUlg to get tIle policeluan tIle next day,
lIe said, after tIle bpggers. And. tIle policemal1 was tllere all tIle tune.

There weren't many presents going when I was a boy. There wasn't very much
money. Ifyou get a cent in a weel< you'd. be lu.cl<:y, then, when you. was a small boy. You.
might get somethulg for Clrristtuas, a pair of sl<ates or somethuIg lilce tllat. A pair of tIleIII

old sprulgs. Tllere ~as no such tIling as hoclcey skates tllell or no llockey boots. Put tllelu 011

what you. could. get 011. You. ahll0st 11ave to screw tllelU 011 your feet.

Dick q' Brien: It is impossible for a place lil<e Greenspond to observe Christmas without
memories of other times. In Silas Sainsbury's lcitchen we found. many mementoes. Ones that
spur 011 a good luany yaDls at Clrristlnas tune and. conjure memories of tllose ,WIlD spent otller
good times tllere.

David Guon: Mr. Saulsbury this is a very interesting lool<lllg little lall1p you have Ilere.
Could you. tell me a little bit about ~hat? How old is it, Sir?

Silas Sainsbury: TIlat sir, is lny great~gralldlnother's. Atld it has beell in our IlOlne over a
hUlldred years. TIlere's four glasses in it and. there's guards arou.nd it to keep it from gettitlg
brokell up. And on one side there is a slider door that you. pull up to light it. And when she
would be called out to sicl< women itl the night, my father used to go with her. That lamp lit
mallY a perSall into tllis world.

That's lny gralldfatller's gUll. TIlat's about five feet telliollg. TIle gun came from
Englalld. My father used to go to tIle ice itl sailulg vessels. He was a spy 11laster 'with some
of the I(eans d.own on Pool's Islalld. Oil, yes, I use tIlat one. SOlnetimes they won't go off
when you pull tIle trigger and you call hear them hissing. You got to listen for that. You can
get a nasty l<icI(, you Imow, depend.ing on the load you. got in her.

Dicl{ O'Brien: Alld. allotlier SOUlld. oftlie traditiolial part of a Greellspol1d Clrristluas is
wilell CIlarlie Carter takes llis accordion alld. fonns a squ.are itl tIle kitcilen. But evell tll0Ugil
tllere are school COllcerts, yarnulg in the kitcllen, a dance or two, gay tunes itl tIle 11olne,
Greenspo11d does 110t forget tIle tru.e meaning of Christlnas.

TIle bells of tIle cIlurches amlOUllce Clrristmas worsIlip and. tIle good people of
Greellspond wind tIleir way u.p tIle llill alld alollg tIle waterfront road. to llonour I-IUll WIIO
came as a ciliid. at Clrristluas. TIle CI1fisttuas gospel is read. by ~aptaitl DOl1ald S110ol< of tIle
Salvatioll AnllY.
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OUf visit is drawil1g to a close but we a.d.d that at Greel1spol1d we fOU.lld good people.
All oftllelU l1appy this Christmasal1d lil<e Silas Sainsbury proud of their islalld.

Silas Sainsbury: I love Greel1spolld. !'nlquite cOlufortable tl1allk God, Al1d tllere is 110
otller place I could go on eartll that I could be as l1appy al1d cOlufortable as I do in
Greel1spond,

" ....,.
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ISLAND BINI HART
GREENSPOND
269..3411

BURRY'S FOODTOWN
GENERAL STORE

GREENSPOND
269-3141
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