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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the third issue of The Greenspond Letter. Greenspond is an island situated
on the northwest side of Bonavista Bay, It was first settled over three hundred years ago,
in the late 16905, by people from the West Country in England, predominantly Dorset and
Hampshire, Greenspond is one of the oldest continuously inhabited outports in
Newfoundland, According to British Colonial Office records, Greenspond, in 1698, was
inhabited by 13 men, women and children. By 1810, the population was 600 and by 1901
the population had risen to 1,726. Greenspond was one of the major settlelllents In

Newfoundland, It was an important fishing, shipping and commercial·centre and'wascalled
the "The Capital of the North".

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an opportunity for people who are
interested in the rich history of Greenspond to communicate with each other. This issue
contains a variety of articles reflecting this history. The first article in this issue is entitled
Greenspond Historic Properties. This will be a regular feature: it will present each and every
historic property in Greenspond. I will need help from the readership in completing the history
of these properties. Ivy Tong who lives on Ship Island tool< the photographs of the houses
and, with the assistance of Sam Carter of Ship Island, supplied much of the information. If
you can add to this history, please write. Also, if anyone has pictures to submit please
forward them to me; they will be returned after publication,

The 1911 Census is continued in this issue. It is followed by an essay on the Warnell
Family which was written by Sherry Chafe of St. John's. Sherry's grandparents, Ra,y White
and Leah (Burry) White, are both from Greenspond. Sherry did extensive research for this
essay at the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador, the cemeteries in
Greenspond, and through interviews with her relatives.

Next, there is an interview with William Pond. Bill lives in the Bonnews Nursing Lodge
in Badger's Quay. I visited him there this past summer and interviewed him about his life in
Greenspond. Those of you who know Bill and remember his nlany sojourns on top u f lI')e
Island looking for boughs and crunnoc!<s, will enjoy Bill's reminisces. The final article features
photocopies of two of the Wimborne letters that were discovered in Wimborne, Dorset this
past year, with a transcription of these letters.

I have received letters from several people who are interested in the Greenspond story.
It is very encouraging to hear from you. People wrote from Whiteway, Corner Brook, Halifax,
New Brunswick, -Ontario, British Columbia, Oregon, Florida, and France, just to name a few.
Thank you very much.

There is a correction to be made to the last issue (July). In the interview with Jean
(Burry) White, she inadvertently said that the Anglican minister in Greenspond buried Hannah
Kennedy when she died. That should have read the United Church minister buried Hannah
Kennedy. Thanks to a careful reader in Pond Head for that correction.

Please write with any suggestions, comments or submissions.

Linda White
Greenspond Letter
37 Liverpool Avenue
St. John's, Newfoundland
Canada A 1C 384

3



Greenspond Letter Vol. 1, No, 3, October 1994

GREENSPOND HISTORIC PROPERTIES

There are numerous historic properties in Greenspond. The most prominent are
the Post Office, the Court House, and St. Stephen's Anglican Church. But the many
fine old houses, fishing stages, stores and even root cellars are also historic properties
which make Greenspond unique. Both the, Post Office and the Court House share"a
distinguishing architectural feature - the Mansard Roof. This feature is also seen in
several houses in Greenspond, The mansard roof was first introduced into
Newfoundland by the builders J.and J.T, Southcott who had come out to
Newfoundland to build houses in the middle of the 19th century. The Southcott Style
is characterized by the use of the concave mansard roof with hooded dornler
windows, and bay windows on the ground floor, Good examples of their work can be
seen in St, John's on Circular, Rennie's Mill, and Monl<stown Roads. But it was after
the Great Fire of 1892, that the Southcott Style became the most prominent in St.
John's, This particular style is possibly the most characteristic style of Newfoundland
architecture. The Southcott Style is a variant of the International Second Empire
which was essentially French in origin, based on the work of architects Visconti and
Lefusl who built the Louvre in Paris in the 18508 and whose worl< came to world
attention with the International Paris Exhibition of 1855. Their influence was
immediate as their work was copied around the world. This style was a popular mode
of hotel building in England and America and was widely adopted in South America,
but St. John's is probably the only city in the world where a variant of the style is the
prominent mode. And what was popular in the capital of St. John's was repeated
throughout Newfoundland',;, Several public buildings constructed around the turn ofthe~;'i

century incorporated the mansard roof.
After the granting of Responsible Government to Newfoundland in 1855, there

was a great deal of public building. In short, a booming economy and a growing
population created new demands for government services. The design of the
Greenspond Court House is similar to other court houses on the Island built during the
same period: Bonavista built in 1897; Bell Island, built in 1900 and torn down in
1970; Placentia, built in 1902; Trinity, 1903; St. George's, 1903; Bay Roberts, built
in 1903 and torn down in the 1960s; and Burin, 1905. The majority of these
structures had two-sided mansard roofs, frontal towers that housed the stairway, and
were generally three storeys in height. All possessed large court rooms with very high
ceilings marking the interiors of the mansards. Many court houses had large-faced
clocks in the tops of their towers. By 1933 and the advent of the Commission of
Government there were approximately 26 court houses in Newfoundland. All were of
wood construction except those at Harbour Grace and St. John's. By 1977 when
Environment Canada did a survey of the court houses in Canada, there were only nine
court houses remaining in Newfoundland; Greenspond has one of them.
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The Greenspond Court House is listed in the Canadian Inventory of Historic
Buildings which was completed in 1977 by the Government of Canada. The court
house was described as having Second Empire characteristics such as a mansardpostyle
roof surmounted at the front facade by a tower which was crowned with a small bell­
cast mansard roof. The Court House in Greenspond was built between 1900 and
1901 and it is believed that the architect was William Henry Churchill, the
Superintendent of Public Buildings in the Newfoundland Government from 1895 to
1927, The frame edifice measured approximately 42 feet by 20 feet and was two
stories in height, with a two-sided mansard roof. There was an off~centre mansard ..
roofed tower on the front elevation and dormer windows on the roof. The total cost
of the building was $1,621.21. The gaoler's residence was probably located on the
ground floor, 1

1 The information in this essay is taken from The Domestic
Architecture of Old st. John's by Shane O'Dea (st. John's:
Newfoundland Historical Society, 1974); and, The Early Court Houses
of Newfoundland, Manuscript Number 312, by R.R. Rostecki, (ottawa:
Parks Canada, 1977).
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MRS~ NOBLE'S HOUSE

There are several houses in Greenspond which have mansard roofs. In this issue
we are featuring Mrs, Noble's house which is situated in the middle of Greenspond
near the Crossroads and has a fine mansard roof with bay windows, The house is
approximately 90-92 years old and was built for Samuel Butler who was a tinsmith.
Later this house was passed to Samuel Butler's daughter, Gertrude, who married
Roland Noble, Mrs, Noble celebrated her 100th birthday in June 1994 and she has
been a resident of the Bonnews Nursing Lodge in Valleyfield for the past 14 years.
The Noble residence is now owned by Edward and Mary Parsons.

If a reader has any information on who built this house, would they please write
to the editor,
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1911 CENSUS '

There was no official formal census of the population of Newfoundland until 1836.
Census information before this date can be gleaned from letters; lists, fishery reports and
trade figures ~ For example, in 1675 Sir John Berry, the commander of a British convoy,
ordered a list to be made of the planters, their wives and families, the number of men
working with them, the number of boats and stages, and the number of cattle and sheep.
The survey included the communities from Cape Race to Bonavista, (Berry's list reported a
European population of1,659), The first Newfoundland Legislative Assembly passed An Act
for Ascertaining the Census of the Colony in 1836, It stated that a census was to be taken
every ten years. In 1911 the census was taken in August month. The following is a
continuation of this census for Greenspond which was published in the july issue of The
Greenspond Letter. The remainder of this census will be published in future issues. A
microfilm copy of the orig'inal 1911 Census is held at the Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador in St. John's.

Due to limitations of space, all the information contained in the Census is not included
here, For example,the original census has the occupations listed . Most people in Greenspond
worked in the fisheries but those who did not are listed in footnotes below. For example,
Frederick Dyke is listed in the Census as a merchant.

NAME RELATION MARITAL
TO HEAD STATUS
OF HOUSE

BIRTH;
AGE

PLACE
OF
BIRTH

REL.

DYKE,WALTER

DYKE,CHARLOTTE

DYKE,MAGGIE

DYKE,LILY ,

DYKE/FRED

DYKE,LENA

head M

wife M

daughter S

daughter S

son S

daughter S

7

Nov 1871
39 years
Nov 1869
41 years'
Nov 1893
17 years
Sept ,1898
13 years
Sept 1907
4 years
Mar 1910
1 year

Greenspond Meth

Flower Meth
Island
Greenspond Meth

Greenspond Math

Greenspond Math

Greenspond Meth
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DYKE,FREDERICK2 head M July 1878 Greenspond Math
33 years

DYKE,ROSE wife M Aug 1877 Greenspond Meth
34 years

DYKE,THERESA mother W May 1857 Greenspond Meth
54 years

HOUSE,JOHN head M May 1863 Greenspond Meth
48 years

HOUSE,SARAH wife M April 1864 Greenspond Meth
47 years

HOUSE,JOSEPH son S Sept 1887 Greenspond Meth
24 years

HOUSE,AMELIA daughter S July 1890 Greenspond Meth
21 years

HOUSE,JOHN son S Aug 1893 Greenspond Meth
18 years

HOUSE,MAGGIE daughter S Sept 1898 Greenspond Meth
13 years

HOUSE,DORCAS daughter S June 1906 Greenspond Meth
5 years

BOORNE,JESSE3 head M Feb 1871 Greenspon'd Meth
40 years

BOORNE,'MARGARET wife M Aug 1864 Greenspond Meth
47 years

LONG,AGNES4 sister-in-law S Sept 1861 Greenspond Presby
50 years

2 Frederick Dyke is listed in the Census as a merchant.

3 Jesse Boorne is listed as a merchant.

4 Agnes Long was employed by the Newfoundland Government as
telegrapher and post mistress.
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BOORNE,ARTHUR5 head S Aug 1877 Greenspond Meth
34 years

OSMOND,CHARLOTTE servant S Jan 1893 Greenspond Meth
18 years

BLANDFORD,SAMUEL6 head M Sept 1878 Greenspond C of E
33 years

BLANDFORD,DAISY wife M Oct 1879 Greenspond C of E
31 years

BLANDFORD,MONA daughter S May 1908 Greenspond C of E
3 years

BLANDFORD, 0 LI VE daughter S July 1909 Greenspond C of E
2 years

HUMPHRIES,SUSAN servant S Aug 1891 Greenspond C of E
20 years

WRIGHT,ROBERT7 head M Oct 1868 Greenspond Meth
42 years

WRIGHT,EMILY wife M April 1865 Greenspond Meth
46 years

WRIGHT,MADGE8 daughter S Nov 1890 Greenspond Meth
20 years

WRIGHT,FLORENCE daughter S Mar 1893 Greenspond Meth
18 years

WRIGHT,RALPH son S Sept 1895 Greenspond Meth
16 years

WRIGHT,HENRY son S Aug 1897 Greenspond Meth
14 years

5 Arthur Boorne is listed as a merchant.

6 Samuel Blandford is listed as a merchant.

7 Robert Wright is listed as a tinsmith.

8 Madge Wright is listed as a saleswoman.
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GRANTER,ROBERT9 head M Feb 1842 Greenspond Meth
69 years

GRANTER,ANNA wife M June 185 Greenspond Meth
60 years

BURTON,GARLAND'o nephew S June 1885 Shambler's Meth
26 years Cove

B.UTT,.LI-LLIAN serv_ant _6 NQ_vJ ..a~3__ __ ~r90Jty_ Meth
17 years Harbour

HISCOCK,ROBERT head M Oct 1852 Greenspond C of E
58 years

HISCOCK,CHARLOTTE wife M May 1859 Greenspond C of E
52 years

HISCOCK,MARY daughter S May 1883 Greenspond C of E
28 years

HISCOCK,GEORGE son S Oct 1885 Greenspond C of E
25 years

HISCOCK,EMMA daughter S Feb 1889 Greenspond C of E
22 years

HISCQCK,JOHN head M "Oct 1878 Greenspond C of E
32 years

HISCOCK,ABIGAIL wife M May 1887 Greenspond C of E
24 years

H"ISCOCK,ARTHUR son S April 191 1 Greenspond C of E
5 months

OSMOND,PETER head M Aug 1863 Greenspond Meth
48 years

OSMOND,ELLEN wife, M Oct 1865 Greenspond Math
45 years

OSMOND,CHARLIE son S Jan 1888 Greenspond Meth
23 years

OSMOND,SALLY daughter S May 1895 Greenspond Meth
16 years

OSMOND,EMMA daughter S Nov 1901 Greenspond Meth
9 years

9 Robert Granter is listed asa merchant.

10 Garland Burton is listed as a student minister.
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OSMOND,RICHARD head M Aug 1835 Newell's C of E
76 years Island

OSMOND,ANNIE wife M July 1830 Greenspond C of E
81 years

OLDFORD,ANDREW head M Nov 1870 Greenspond S.A,
40 years

OLDFORD,LOUISA wife M Aug 1881 Greenspond S,A.
30 years

LOVELACE,JOH'N head M April 1841 Greenspond C of E
70 years

LOVELACE,ELIZABETH wife M Sept 1846 Greenspond C of E
65 years

FELTHAM,WILLIAM J, nephew S June 1874 Greenspond Meth
37 years

LOVELACE,EDWIN head M Oct 1872 Greenspond Meth
38 years

LOVELACE,MARGARET wife M Nov 1883 Brooklyn Meth
27 years

LOVELACE,HERBERT son S May 1900 Greenspond Meth
11 years

LOVELACE,FRANCES daughter S Sept 1903 Greenspond Meth
8 years

LOVELACE,WILLIAM son S June 1905 Greenspond Meth
6 years

LOVELACE,ARTHUR son S July 1907 Greenspond Meth
4 years

LOVELACE,CY,RIL son S June 1902 Greenspond Meth
2 years

RUSSELL,WILLIAM head M June 185 Bonavista S.A.
60 years

RUSSELL,CLEMENTINE wife M June 1851 Greenspond S.A,
60 years

CHEATER, ........-... 11 adopted M Nov 1876 Greenspond S,A,
34 years

11 The handwriting in the Census is illegible. If anyone can
provide the nameS please let the Editor know.
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FELTHAM,....---...... head W Nov 1873 Safe C of E
37 years Harbour

FELTHAM,..-........-- son S July 1911 Greenspond C of E
2 months

FELTHAM,------- mother W Aug 1828 Greenspond C of E
83 years

FELTHAM,------- adopted S May 1898 Freshwater C of E
13 years Bay

GRANTER,GEORGE head M July 1878 Greenspond C of E
33 years

GRANTER,ELIZABETH wife M Jan 1885 Bay Roberts C of E
26 years
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THE WORNEll FAMILY OF GREENSPOND

BY SHERRY CHAFE

Charles Wornell (1816~1887)arrived in Greenspond in the "early 1840s', and
remained there until his death on February 16, 1887, A native of Somerset, England,
Charles set out across the Atlantic on a fishing vessel in hopes of a new life in
Newfoundland, He first went to Trinity and worked as a gardener with a fish
merchant located there, When this merchant moved his business interests to
Greenspond, Charles moved with him,

Once settled in Greenspond, Charles left the merchant's family to make a life
of his own as a fisherman, It was in Greenspond that Charles met his wife, Anne
Hooper (1825~c,1870), Anne had earlier left her family and home in Southampton,
England, to find a new life in the new world, Anne worked as a domestic servant in
Greenspond until her marriage to Charles Wornell.

On November 5, 1844, Charles Warnell and Anne Hooper were married in St.
Stephen's Church of England church in Greenspond. Selecting a piece of land "Down
Harbour", Charles and Anne built their new home. They had nine children: Thomas
(1845), Esther (1847), George (1848), Mary...Anne (1850), John (1852), Charlotte
(1854), Louisa (1856), Peter (1857), and Ellen Levenia (1870), I~George died in
infancy and it is believed that Anne Warnell died in childbirth when Ellen Levenia was
born as there is no further record of her after 1870. Ellen Levenia was the only one
of the five daughters born to Charles and Anne WornelJ to remain in Greenspond, The
remaining daughters married men from outside Greenspond and moved away when
they married: Esther married Moses Whiteway of Musgrave Harbour; Mary Anne
married Thomas Hicks of Flat Island; Charlotte married Edward Butt of Flat Island;
Louisa married Samuel Stratton of Greenspond and subsequently moved to North
West Arm, up around Valleyfield and Safe Harbour; and Ellen Levenia married Stephen
White 'Peckford of St. John's and lived in Greenspond, Charles and Anne Warnell's
sons, however, married and remained in Greenspond, Charles and Anne Warnell's first
son, Thomas, who became a Justice of the Peace and Sheriff in Greenspond, married
Lavinia Bridle (1845-1868) of Greenspond, They had one son whom they named
Charles after his grandfather, Lavinia, unfortunately, died in childbirth. Thomas then
married Mary Stratton (1845-1910) of Greenspond and they had eight children: five
sons and three daughters. Thomas Warnell lost his first born son, Charles, through an
accidental shooting when young Charles was 32 years old. In early 1901, Charles
was in the vicinity of Pound Rock near his home doing his winter chores unnoticed by
bird hunters. Unfortunately, one of the bullets missed their target and accidentally
killed Charles Wornell.
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Two of Thomas Warnell and Mary Stratton Warnel's sons were Abel and Edmund
or "Eddy John" as he was commonly called, Abel married Mary Ann White ,of
Greenspond and they had five children: one son and four daughters, One died in '
infancy, Abel worl<ed for many years as a cool< on the S_S_ Susu, a coastal boat
which ran on the northeast coast from St, John's to Fogo. During the spring Abel
sailed to the ice, participating in the annual seal hunt, Eddy' Joh-nmarried Jessie Lush
of Greenspond and they had six children: four sons and two daughters, one of whom
was lost to meningitis as an infant, Eddy John worl<ed on the Labrador for many
years, He would leave Greenspond in early May and remain in Labrador until the fall,
performing the duties of magistrate there, When his father, Thomas, retired, Eddy
John assumed the position of Justice of the Peace and Sheriff, eventually becoming
the Magistrate, a position he held until he and his family moved to St. John's in 1923.
Abel Wornell then became the new magistrate and remained there until his retirement,

John Warnell married Catherine Brinton (1854~c.1910) of Greenspond and they
also had eight children: five sons and three daughters, two of whom died in infancy.
John Warnell was the only son of Charles and Anne Wornell to follow in his father's
footsteps and earn his living from the sea. John and Catherine's oldest child, Job,
married Lydia Parsons of Greenspond and they had a family of eight, When Abel
Warnell retired from the position of magistrate in Greenspond Job followed his uncle's
place, By this time the district had expanded and the magistrate in Greenspond also
had to administer Clarenville. Therefore, Job and his family moved to Clarenville,

:;Peter Wornell'was the youngest son of Charles ;and Anne Warnell. He married
Leah Oldford (1857-1915) of Salvage and they had a family of six: four sons and two
daughters. They lost an infant son, Thomas, and daughter, Rebecca l to meningitis,
and their 13 year-old son, Sydney James, took sick and died, it is said, after he 'was'
struck with a whip by a school teacher. Peter Warnell worked as a clerk in White's
Store, a mercantile establishment in Greenspond that outfitted fishermen. Peter and
Anne's other two sons were Walter and Andrew. Their daughter, Anna, married
Arthur Burry of Greenspond. As young men Andrew and Walter worked In the
fishery. Andrew also did carpentry work, and Walter eventually learned the trade as
well. Feeling thatSt, John's would be more profitable for carpentry work, Andrew
relocated there after his marriage to Amelia House of Greenspond, Andrew became
a successful building contractor in St. John's. He and his wife had two daughters but
unfortunately Amelia died young leaving Andrew with two small daughters, Andrew
eventually married a woman fram St. John's and remained there for the rest of his
life.

Walter Warnell followed his brother, Andrew, to St. John's and worked there for
a couple of years as a carpenter. However, city life was not for him and he moved
back to Greanspond. Walter married Annie Harding of Greenspond. When Annie died
at the age of forty-five, Walter married May Tate of Bragg's Island and they had one
child, a son name'd Lawrence. Walter opened a store after his second marriage.
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Wornell's Store was located in the vicinity of Eric Burry's pub, the "High Tide", After
a couple years, Walter and his family moved to Gamba and opened a store there, but
this was short lived and they moved back to Greenspond, Walter and his family lived
with his parents, Peter and Leah Warnell, in their old house Down Harbour, Leah died
of tuberculosis in 1915 and Peter died in 1932.

On the Warnell property there stood four two~story houses, all within close
proximity to one another, They belonged to: Abel, Eddie John, Job and Walter. Each
household had its own garden which produced enough vegetables to feed each family
the year round. Peter Warnell also grew black currant bushes which provided jam for
all. After the Warnell families left Greenspond, their homes were torn down, and for
man.y years the land remained vacant with nothing more than a foundation or two
remaining as a reminder that someone had once lived there.

The land is no longer vacant, In recent years, Walter Warnell's son, Lawrence, built
on his father's property, Nearly a century ago the Wornells were a large and prominent
family in Greenspond and now there is just one family remaining there. The old
Methodist Cemetery in Greenspond is the final resting place of a man who sailed
across the Atlantic Ocean over 150 years ago to begin a new life across the sea.
Charles Warnell lies in an unmarked grave in the Warnell family plot, but he will live
on in the generations that follow him, and his name, which is found throug,hout
Newfoundland, found its humble beginnings in a little piece of paradise called
Greenspond,12

12 Sherry Chafe would li)<e to thank her grandmother, Leah
(Burry) White, the daughter of Anna Warnell and Arthur Burry; and,
Abel Warnell, the son of Eddie John Warnell, for the information
concerning their ancestors. without their kindness and patience,
says Sherry, this article would not have been possible.
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"POND FELLOWS ARE BLESSED":
AN INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM POND

The Editor interviewed William Pond of Greenspond, Bonavista Bay, at the
Bonnews Nursing Lodge in Badger's Quay where he now resides,·,Duringthe interview
Bill refers to "Bram" White, This is· Graham White who lives in Greenspond., BiJI lived
with his brother, Sam, in the family home in Greenspond for many years, Both
brothers were a familiar sight in Greenspond walking the roads, or leaning on the rails
near the Post Office having a cuffer. Perhaps the most common sight was seeing
them on top of the Island gathering firewood, Sam died a few years ago and
eventually Bill moved into the nursing home in Valleyfield. Interviewing Bill one realizes
how much he misses his brother, Sam, and how much he dearly loves Greenspond,

Interviewer: Bill, tell me what it was like growing up in Greenspond.

Bill Pond: The best kind of fellas going are in Greenspond. A lot of fellas from Pond
went overseas in the war, Reg Bragg, he weht overseas. And my brother, he tried to
go overseas. He tried it. That was Sam. I misses me brother, Sam, yes I do,

Interviewer: What wasyouL mother's and father' sname7

BUI Pond: My mother's name was Gover. Her father was Gover, John Gover from
England. My father was Pond, Bill Pond, I had a brother Sam. Bill Pond had four sons,
altogether: Jack and Ned. Ned is dead and my brother Jack is dead.

Interviewer: Did you have any sisters?

Bill Pond: I had three sisters. There was Mary and Effie and the one what's dead,
three sisters.

Interviewer: Were you all born in Greenspond?

Bill Pond: Yeah, vv.e were all born in Greenspond,

Interviewer: And you all lived in that house that you and Sam lived in?

Bill Pond: That's right my dear. Effie went into St, John's, in service, And Mary was
in service with Jesse Bourne, in Greenspond. He run the store, Jesse Bourne did,
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Interviewer: And who was Effie in service with?

Bill Pond: Effie was in service with Ryall, into Botwood, George Ryall. Effie was a
nice girl, that's what she was,

Interviewer: Did you go'to school in Greenspond?

Bill Pond: Yes, I went to school in Greenspond.

Interviewer: What school? The United Church School?

Bill Pond: No, The Anglican School.

Interviewer: Who was your teacher?

Bill Pond: My tea'cher was Miss Sharpe. Old Miss Sharpe, we used to say. Old Miss
Green was there. And the one that was married to Ed Meadus, up the harbour. And
the other one was married to Steve Peckford. Yes there was a lot of teachers. There
was more than that.

Interviewer: How far did you go in school?

Bill Pond: Not very far from the house, my dear. It was right along side.

Interviewer: Yes, it wa·s right next to you. What grade did you get?

Bill Pond: I only g'ot four grades, myself. That was very good I suppose.

Interviewer: Did you go fishing then?

Bill Pond: No, Not then. I and 8a'm went fishing after that. And every morning
you'd get a punt load of fish. POOT old Bram White
was out there one time, [Graham White] And he got a punt load of fish, too. Every
now and then you'd put down the jigger and you'd haul a fish.

Interviewer: You jigged them all, did you?

Bill Pond: Yeah, I jigged them all. I and Sam.
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Interviewer: And what did you do with your fish then? Did you sell your fish?

Bill Pond: We'd sell it to the plant, when the plant come on there.... All the same
that was a great little plant, wasn't it?

Interviewer: Oh yes, great plant. Did your father fish?

Bill Pond: Yes, my father fished all his lifetime. Yes, I suppose he did"" Poor man
knew all about it.

Interviewer: Did you ever go down on the Labrador fishing?

Bill Pond: No, Never down there. Haven't been down there .

.Interviewer: Were you ever in St. John's?

Bill Pond: Yes, I've been in St. John's twice.

Interviewer: Have you? What did you think of it?

Bill Pond: Oh, all right. Lovely in St. John's.... Nothing the matter with it. I'd
sooner be in St. John's now. Nothing wrong with this place. My sister's in St.
John's. I'd sooner be in St. John's ... Yes I would so, That's up with MarYI my
sister.

Interviewer: Tell us about the Virginia, the schooner.

Bill Pond:' The schooner that Joe Lush' had? Joe Lush was on the Labraidor in her.
And I don't believe he got any fish, They were just as scarce as that. The Prospera
went ashore that time on Horse Island Rocks. And Jimmy Wheeler put ashore the
Northern Ranger that time. He nearly knocked the bottom out of her. He almost
did. ... If 'she had been there much longer. The freight had been juggled around
everywhere. He came down inside the small Shag Rock. They put four cables around
her and they couldn't get her off then .... She bust up four. That was Jim Wheeler,
trying to get her out of it.

Interviewer: Is Captain Jimmy Wheeler still alive?

Bill Pond: Yes. He's still alive, ma'am.". In the old people's home. Jim Wheeler
belonged to Greenspond.

18



Greenspond letter Vol. 1, No, 3, October 1994

Interviewer: So the Virginia went ashore?

Bill Pond: No, ma'am. The Northern Ranger went ashore and the Bonavista put four
cables around her and she couldn't do nothing at all with her. And they had to bring
down the other one, I forgets her name now. ",And she,got her out of it.

Interviewer: And where were you to?

Bill Pond: I was on back of the .Island when she went ashore. Near Shag Rocl<
Paddy Miller lost his schooner there too, It was the Francis B* Du/<e. Captain Jimmy
Wheeler got her off, the Northern Ranger, She went back and forth with the tide,

Interviewer: How come she went ashore?

Bill Pond: It was a foggy night, Jim Wheeler was a short man, wasn't he? You
never seen him?"" Didn't you maid?

Interviewer: No, Who me? No I never seen him. Who was he married to?

Bill Pond: I don't know, He's getting old now.,., About 95 or 96, I suppose.

Interviewer: Did you live all your life in Greenspond?

Bill Pond: Yes, I lived all me live down in Greenspond.

Interviewer: It's a nice place,

Bill Pond: Yes, a lovely place, I calls it. Can't b~ no better. I used to see Mac White
over there~ I was unloading the Northern Ranger. She was on her WqY to the
Labrador, loaded right down. No, he never lost anything. The tide was carrying her
bacl< and forth.

Interviewer: Did you ever work on the boats?

Bill Pond: I worked on the wood boats, And I worked carrying up freight, one thing
and another,
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Interviewer: Which boat was it?

Bill Pond: That was the Home used to come down here, And'the Glencoe. Carrying
up freight that was, Carrying up freight to the stores. Skipper Gus Carter had the
Mayflower and the Humber Deal. That was the name of his boats, The Humber Deal
and the old Mayflower, When he bought the Humber Deal, she wasnew'~ Joe Parsons
he bought her from, into Newtown, He bought she from Joe Parsons, She was on
the Labrador, see, and he bought her for coasting, That was Gus, Gus Carter. She
could steam fast, She could get around fast, She run very good. He put another
engine in her,,,, Took the poles down off her" .. And put the riding sails on her. Oh,
yes, he had a good boat. It was a nice schooner, He lost the Mayflower, Yes up the
bay", with a load of lumber"" Trinity, I believe,

Interviewer: What happened?

Bill Pond: I saw Gus come dow'n in the evening. She was tight full of lumber. All
sails off everywhere. Edgar Button was on with him. That's old Edgar~

That was hard days, And it's hard days now" .. That's what it is .. " Anybody
can see that. It's just as bad as ever, isn't it? That's what it is, In the old days you.
could manage to get something"" But now it's rotten, I calls it. I only gets a
hundred dollars a month. Sure that's nothing, ... On the old age pension. That's not
enough:to":put'clothes on your back., .. Just as bad., .. Cause you could get a bit of
fish them days, You can't get none now. Poor Sam [Carter] can't get out now and
get ne'er fish now.... Can't get no salmon, It's just as bad as ever, I calls it. II worse.

It was just as good if we stayed with England, Just as good. What do you
think of it?

Inter'viewer: We should have stayed with Engla'nd, should we?

Bill Pond: We should've stayed with England, England was alright.
I can't see what any man can go down to the shops and buy with a hundred dollars.
I don't know.

Interviewer: Did you vote in the referendum? You know, when they had the National
Convention.

Bill Pond: Yes, I did. I came down once and I vote for Joe Smallwood .... And I give
my vote to Wells. Yes .... He was alright. I don't see anything the matter with Wells.
He's alright ih his own way. You know, Clyde Wells is a lawyer,
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Interviewer: Have you always been Liberal, Bill?

'Bill Pond: 'Always a Liberal. I was always a Liberal, yes. I don't see much
difference"" It's up to everybody's self, isn't it? You're Liberal, eh?

Interviewer: They say all Bonavista North is Liberal.

Bill Pond: Oh, yes, everyone of them' now, ";They',re, all alil<e, land Sam'was always
a LiberaL Sam, he was Liberal too. Always.

Interviewer: Now, did Sam unload boats too?

Bill Pond: Yes. Worked in Indian Bay, loading boats, loading boats for England then.

Interviewer: What was that? Pit props 7

Bill Pond: Pit props, yes, That was big business. You never see a busine'ss any
bigger in Indian Bay, They carried it down to Corner Brook. One was torpedoed going
up there"" That Was the Livingstone, The Germans sunk the Livingstone going up
through the Gulf, She was carrying pit props down to the mill in Corner Brook. 'Is the
mill working now?

Interviewer: The mill? Yes,

Bill Pond: There's a mill in Grand Falls, too. They're falling back, are they? There's
no wood there I don't suppose.

Interviewer: Are you comfortable? Is that pillow okay?

Bill Pond: Pine shavings is as good as any of it for pillows.

Interviewer: Pine shavings? What did you use pine shavings as a pillow?

Bill Pond: They was alright. Pine shavings was in the bunks too. We had them when
we went up in Indian Bay. They used to be hard. It's all gOhe, now. What's the use
talking about it? Not a bit in the world. No good to talk about it now.

I'm going down now the once to the church service. [There is a church service
in the Bonnews Nursing Lodge on Sundays]
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Interviewer: Did you go to church up in Greenspond?

,·BiIlPond: Yes, lots of times.

Interviewer: Did you go to Sunday School and Christmas concerts?

Bill Pond: Yes,

Interviewer: Were you ever in the concerts?

Bill Pond: No, I was never in the concert, No, I always go up there. You girls are
United girls, is 'ee? [United Church]

Interviewer: Yes, we're United.

Bill Pond: Yes, poor old Mac [White], he was a United man. I knew one man, Pond,
he was Salvation Army, Married a girl belonging to Twillingate,

Interviewer: Was this man Pond related to you?

Bill Pond: He was related to father, but not much. I forget what his name was now.

Interviewer: Were there other Ponds in Greenspond?

Bill Pond: Yes, there was other Ponds in Greenspond. There was Arch Pond. I don't
I<now if it was Arch Pond who married the Salvation Army girl or no. There was only
one turned to the Army. The Ponds were all Church of England people.

Interviewer: Was your father born in Greenspond?

Bill Po'nd: Yes, my father was born in Greenspond.

Interviewer: And your mother?

Bill Pond: Yes, Her father was from England, Gover, John Gover.

Interviewer: Well, we never heard about the Virginia. Derek Bragg told me to ask you
about the Virginia,

Bill Pond: All the same it's a poor evening, though, isn't it? Yes, the Virginia .. ,. She
was on the Labrador. I suppose a lot of them old people out there knows about she.
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Interviewer: Who was the skipper on the Virginia?

Bill Pond: Joe Lush. That's old Joe.

Interviewer: Where did she go ashore?

Bill Pond: She went aboard the Prospero bringing in the stuffi" whenthe,Prospero
went ash'ore ... bringing in the freight.

Interviewer: How come the Prospero went ashore?

Bill Pond: I don't know, my dear .. , unless it was a foggy night. Horse Island he was
drove on, He got her out of it again after. You knows where Horse Island is to ... big
high one she is,

I'll be eighty-year old me birthday.

Interviewer: When is your birthday?

Bill Pond: My birthday is sometime in October. Eighty year old, I is,

Interviewer: So, you were born in 1914, were you?

Bill Pond: I was born in 1914... you're right. There's not much difference in I and
Mac [White].

Interviewer: Yes, he'll be 79 in September, Did you go to school together?

Bill Pond: I and Mac? No, Mac go to school up th'e harbour.

Interviewer: What did you do as young fellows? Did you go up Pond Head?

Bill Pond: Not very much ... a scatter time. Sam used to go skating up there. We
used to go right up there for water sometimes, .. Pond Head.

Interviewer: Drinking water?

Bill Pond: Drinking water. John Hawkins's well. John Hawkins had a big well on
bacl< of the Island. I got water over there too. You went and asked him for a barrel
of water and he give it to you. You wouldn't touch the man's well, you know,
without asking. He'd give you the barrel of water. He was alright, John was. John
was a fine fellow.
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Interviewer: You used to get your firewood on top of the Island,

Bill Pond: I used to go up there and get a bit of stuff, sometimes t" a few old boughs
H' limb it all out, You couldn't bring the boughs down and put them in the stove.
Sometimes you might do ... give a good heat. Chop it all up ... the old alder stuff,.,
and the juniper H' the old stuff that grew up there.

When they done the road there, I gota lot. I;got a lotof·stuffwhen they done
the road. Hauled it on the' slide. I "done"a lot of~ work'liI<e c that, th·at's·,whatl'did.
Some good stuff up there.

Interviewer: Never got lost on top of the Island, did you?

Bill Pond: No. No, not no time, we'll say. No.

Interviewer: You never wanted to leave Greenspond, did you Bill?

Bill Pond: NO,I never'wanted ·to leave Greenspond . Over on back there was lots o'f"!
stuff ... old stuff grew up there. It was alright when it was limbed out If I put it on the
slide. Sam go up one day and Sam would have a load If I drag it down If. them old
stumps, you know, what came out of the road. Oh, I always do very good, I didn't
do so bad at all. I always ,kept myself going. ·

Interviewer: You carried coal, too.

Bill Pond: I carried coal to the library too, that's what I did. And to the women.

Interviewer: How much did they pay you?

Bill Pond: Ten cents a tub. That's all their husbands could paid. They couldn't pay
no more than that. Their husbands didn't make no money, according to what they
said. They worked in Grand Falls, the husbands.

I carried coal up to Uncle Billy Granter and Uncle Jim Granter ... he lived to be
a hundred. I carried a lot of coal around in my day. I'd go down to Skipper Ro Carter
and load up that coal and go with it. I carried up to Jim Burry ... Navy Jim. Ten cents
a tub. That's what he give me,

Interviewer: Did you go over on Ship Island?

Bill Pond: Yes I went ov~r on Ship Island, I went over to Bram's. [Graham White]
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Interviewer: And did you go to Ned Carter's?

Bill-·Pond: Yes, I did my dear. And I carried coal for Louie Stratton up the harbour".·
in the punt. Carried coal up in the punt, That's alii got them days I ,. ten cents a- tub.
Now, that's something to give anybody,

Interviewer: Did you smoke?

Bill Pond: What then? Yes, I smoked,

Interviewer: How much was tobacco?

Bill Pond: Tobacco? Ten cents a pack, That's for Bugler baccy, Ten cents a pack.

Interviewer: Did you chew it?

Bill Pond: No, my dear. I had no hand in that. I rolled me own. A lot of fellas give
me one sometimes you know. That's all I got was ten cents a tub. That was
nothing, nothing at all.

She's [Ivy Tong] just lik-e Bram, isn't she? Uncle Lou lived in Port Nelson one
time.

Interviewer: She used to live in Port Nelson, too.

Bill Pond: Port Nelson, yes. Great harbour, though ... lovely harbour ... coming into
Port Nelson. Oh my dear, yes. I like Port Nelson. If good bit of stuff there, you know
... lots of crunnocks there. Yes.

Interviewer: That was a long way to go for wood,
Bill Pond: Yes. I went to Jim Wicks's place. Plenty of alders there ... juniper ...
everything lik'e that. There must a lot there now.

Interviewer: How did you get it all back to your place?

Bill Pond: On the slide ... drag it across the tickle, That was a hard drag sometimes.
Plenty of it there. Down in Jack Pinse-nt's place ... plenty of it .. , John Pinsent. Lot
of the dry stuff. Plenty of wood there.
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Interviewer: There's a picture of Joey over there on the wall.

Bill Pond: Joey Smallwood, yes. He belonged in Gamba one time. All he done, eh?
He was alright '" yes, indeed, He gave over seven or eight hundred dollars to the old
people, yes '" more than that, perhaps, He done good. The man done good, like Sam
said for, I mean to say, you I<now, what somebody else says, you know, you can't
give no heed to that, I thought the man was alright, But then the poor fellow only
just done it, But he wouldn't have done it at all if he hadn't come into St. John's and
raising the people together, He fell out once on the Commission vote", never done
a tap with it, The Commission Government. Sam said he was a good old man. We
had the vote then we had to vote again. It was only a few votes over, not very
many, And then they give them to Uncle Joey.

Seven or eight hundred dollars a month, on the pension. That was a lot of
money, I say today the old people must have some money. All Joey done for them
'" that's what he did,

Interviewer: You misses Sam, I suppose.

Bill Pond: Yes, my dear, I misses Sam cruel.

Interviewer: Did Sam do the cooking?

Bill Pond: Sam was doing the cooking. Yes, he was a good cook. Oh my dear, he
could put on anything at all, Sam could. Sam could make duff or anything." them
old fashioned ones. And make the bread too. Sam was a good man in the hous'e.
Keep her clean and one thing or another. Poor old Bram said one day that he never
see nobody keep her so clean as Sam." out in the porch and up under. That was one
day Bram was over along side the door.

Interviewer: Graham used to com'e and visit you. Graham is a fine fellow.

Bill Pond: Oh yes. Bram would come over sometimes, Bram is fine fellow. Sam and
he were working at something, one time. I don't know what it was~ now". oh, on
the Council. Alright man Bram was. He would give Sam fish, you know, That's
where he'd get the fish from, poor old Bram White. She's [Ivy Tong] got a nice
brother. And Uncle Lou White launched his house from the Main, didn't he? Put it
over in Pond, .. yes, alright.

You can get the wood across the tickle now. Yes, with the causeway. II The
Pond fellas can cut the wood in Shambler's Cove now and come on with it. They
must think theirselves blessed. Yes, Pond fellers are blessed, yes, Cut the wood and
come on. And the Pond fellas never knew that before. The birch is there and the
spruce. I suppose you could put a load of wood on the side of the road and nobody
would take notice of that. Unless there's the police. She's like old Bram for the
world, yes. He wouldn't say a word to a bird, poor old Bram. It's all gone now,
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LETTERS FROM GREENSPOND
DISCOVERED IN WIMBORNE, ENGLAND

The news of the discovery of 200 year.-old letters found in Wimborne, Dorset,
England was reported by Roger Guttridge on March 24, 1994 in the Dorset
newspaper, The Evening Echo, Included in the correspondence are letters written from
people living in Greenspond to the Fryers, a merchant family in Wimborne. The
GreenspondLetter has photocopies of these letters. The bundle of 200 year-old letters
discovered at Wimborne is shedding new light on Dorset's historic trading links with
Newfoundland. The 71 documents include nearly 48 letters from settlers in
Newfoundland, most of Dorset birth or descent and dependent on Dorset merchants
for their clothing, equipment a-nd other supplies. The letters are addressed to
Wimborne bankers and merchants John and William Fryer, a father and son
partnership. All the Newfoundland letters are dated 1809 and several refer to the
Napoleonic Wars, ,'G'enerally, the picture is one of dissatisfied customers across the
Atlantic. Many writers complain that payments due or supplies ordered from the
Fryers in the autumn of 1808 had failed to arrive with the spring fleet.

The following is a transcription of two letters followed by copies of the original
letters. The handwriting is difficult to read in places. Where it is not possible to
decipher the writing"" .. II" is inserted in pla·ce.
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Greenspond NF Land
July 17, 1809

Sir
This informs you that Me & the people in Pond have received the things you sent out
tothear Satdesfaction 'Mr Isaac Gover kept the Freight & Letters in Trinity un tell two
days ago there NeverWhas such ,fishing. in Pond & all Bonavista Bavas this summer

, ,Pond boats to sea but three Weekes & have now 370 Quintles fish on Shore for'a
boat

I remain etc etc
David Goulding

Greenspond, NF Land June 17, 1809

Sir
The Ann has arrived the only vessel that sailed from Poole in the Last fleet. No
person hear have received a Letter or any freight from you this Spring But i have
Desired the people .not to be hasty untell thay hear farther & tell how it his but i
thought you would be the Last Man that would be Short in Letters but no person in
Pond have heard from you this Spring But Be provided your Dealer his going to ....
thear Money from you at a Short Notis witch i ham sory for but if you send Letters
this Spring Lett me know what vesell II send I~I' & send me .. , the balance Now in
Poole belong to Slade and Read

3 yards good serviceable Cloth
3 yards Swanskin
2 pair ,.
3 .
3 Cotton handcheff

This Letter i send in the, I I '" I I Be Quic/< One will not tary long in Poole thear Will be
a parsel Come from Salisbury to you for me please to put it in to the Bundell

I am Sir etc etc
David Goulding
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